
1. Task Number 

090204CCC 1403 

3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident
 
YR
 

810 2006 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint 

A twenty-year old female was injured while riding as a passenger on a four wheel-drive utility vehicle. Her twenty-one
 
year old brother was driving the vehicle on a paved road.
 
rolled-over several times.
 
The driver was unharmed. They were wearing seat belts but no helmets.
 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

4 - STREET OR HIGHWAY 

10A. First Product 

5044 - Utility Vehicles 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
YAMAHA MOTOR CORPORATION, USANIN # UNKNOWN 
6555 Katella Avenue 
Cypress, CA 90630 

11A. Second Product 

0 

11 D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 13. Sex
 
20
 2 - Female 

16. Body Part(s) 17. Respondent
Involved
 

36 - LOWER LEG
 

20. Attachment(s) 
0- No Attachments 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

o Yes 

24. Review Date 25. Reviewed By 
03/1612009 8978 

27. Distribution 
Topka,Tanya 

2. Investigator's ID 

3385 

5. Date Initiated
 
MO DAY
 YR MO DAY
 

11 24
 2009 02 06 

UPC 086792 

MFRfPRVlBR NonFIE~ 

COMMENTS: _YES NO 
-OVERRULED: _ATTACHED b 
~CISIONSlfOlA EXS. ~LD07FYtON 

( 
8. City
 

OCALA
 

10B. Trade/Brand Name
 

YAMAHA UTILITY VEHICLE
 

11 B. Trade/Brand Name
 

NONE
 

14. Disposition 
1 - Injured, not Hosp. 

18. Type of Investigation 

1 - Victim/Complainant 2 - Telephone 

21. Case Source
 
07 - Consumer Complaint
 

• No o Verbal 

10920046A 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

He lost control while negotiating a left turn and the vehicle 
The vehicle rolled-over the victim's leg (fractured) which was treated on the following day. 

J: (8/ 09 
WY 

9. State 

FL 

10C. Model Number 

RHINO 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
57 - Fracture 

19. Time Spent 
(Operationi' / Travel) 

5 0 

22. Sample Collection Number 

o Yes for Manuf. Only 

26. Regional Office Director 
Dennis R. Blasius 

28. Source Document Number 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 01/31/2010 OMB NO. 30410029 
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NOTE: Information concerning this incident was limited. This investigation 
initiated through a consumer complaint regarding an injury that was sustained from a 
utility vehicle. The incident occurred while the complainant was vacationing with her 
family out-of-state in 2006. The complainant provided the incident information. No 
pertinent vehicle identification was available. 

The two victims involved in this incident were a twenty-year old female (5ft tall, 
1071bs) and her twenty-one year old brother (weight/height unknown). The product 
involved in this incident was a gas-powered Utility Vehicle. The vehicle was 
purchased, used by the complainant's uncle in 2006. The unit was used predominately 
to drive around the uncle's housing development (paved roads). 

The four wheel-drive utility vehicle featured two front seats, a mini-cargo bed and a 
metal roll bar cage. The unit was believed to be powered by a liquid-cooled, single
cylinder four-stroke engine. It was not known whether there were any previous 
mechanical problems with the unit. It was unknown if there were any after-market 
modifications conducted on the vehicle. 

On Wednesday, November 22,2006, the complainant and her family were visiting her 
uncle's family in Ocala, Florida during the Thanksgiving Day weekend. She stated 
that her uncle allowed them full access to using the vehicle. He spent some time 
giving them handling instructions and safety precautions. The uncle asked that they 
limit their riding parameter to within the neighborhood. 

On Friday afternoon (11-24-06), the complainant/victim and her older brother decided 
to "spin around" with the involved utility vehicle. The twenty-one year old brother 
was driving and it was unknown how familiar he was with driving the vehicle. The 
complainant stated that her brother drove the vehicle at least a couple of other times 
since they arrived. 

The complainant believed that the utility vehicle was in good condition. The 
neighborhood roads were flat and slightly winding. The surface (pavement) conditions 
were dry and the driver's visibility was unobstructed. They were both wearing 
seatbelts at that time but were not wearing safety helmets. The complainant/victim 
stated medicines, drugs and alcohol were not associated with this incident. 

The siblings were riding the utility vehicle on a residential street that was 
approximately one mile from the uncle's house. The complainant estimated that her 
brother was driving 20mph. He made a left-hand turn and lost control of the vehicle. 
He failed to negotiate the turn and the vehicle overturned (rolled-over to the right) 
several times. 

The complainant/victim stated that she instinctively stuck her arm and leg out to brace 
the fall and the "Rhino" rolled-over her lower leg. The vehicle came to a stop upside 
down. The passengers were still strapped to the seats and were hanging upside down. 
They began to smell gasoline leaking out of the vehicle. 
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The brother was uninjured and he managed to free himself from the seatbelt. He came 
around to the passenger's side, unhook his sister's seatbelt and she fell to the ground. 
The brother dragged her from the vehicle. The complainant/victim stated that her right 
lower leg was completely numb. 

A passer-by stopped to offer assistance at that time. He and the brother pushed the 
utility vehicle right-side-up. The siblings climbed back on the vehicle and drove back 
to the uncle's house. The brother did not drive the vehicle again after this incident. 

The complainant/victim stated that when they arrived at the house, she had to cut her 
jeans off because the swelling was so intense in her leg. She discovered that her 
lower leg was swollen to two-to-three times its normal size. Her leg also had 
numerous cuts and abrasions. She suffered agonizing pain in her lower leg 
throughout that night. 

On the following day (11-25-06), the victim was driven to the Urgent Care Center 
located in Summerfield, FL. She was admitted into the ER and a physician examined 
her leg. X-rays revealed that the Fibula bone in her right leg was fractured. She also 
suffered extensive crushed muscle tissue and a hernia of the tibialis anterior muscle. 
She received treatments for her leg and was released from the hospital that evening. 

On Sunday, November 26,2008, the family returned home from their vacation. The 
twenty-year victim spent the next month out of school while on crutches. The pain in 
her leg continued for almost a year. She stated that she has "scarring and a herniated 
muscle which is aesthetically displeasing as well as painful". 

In January of 2009, the complainant/victim received a telephone call from her uncle 
(from Florida). He said that "he heard" that the manufacturer of his (former) utility 
vehicle was being sued for damages pertaining to injuries sustained from the vehicle. 
On his recommendation, she considered that she should pursue a lawsuit against the 
manufacturer. 

On February 2, 2009, the complainant (victim) conducted an internet search concerning 
the involved utility vehicle and found CPSC's web-site. She e-mailed the Commission 
and reported the involved roll-over incident. The complainant discovered a number of 
previously recalled recreational vehicles on the website. She believed that the vehicle 
was a safety hazard and felt that her incident would be of interest. 

At this time, she has not contacted the responsible vehicle manufacturer to submit a 
complaint. She has not contacted an attorney about a lawsuit. 

Upon this investigation, the female victim was available for questioning. She stated 
that her uncle sold the involved utility vehicle shortly after the incident. They were in 
agreement that the vehicle was unsafe. She would not reveal her uncle's name/address 
in Ocala, FL. There was no further identifying information available concerning the 
utility vehicle (i.e. model/VIN numbers). 
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Photographs (incident/injuries) and medical records/invoices were requested but were 
not received. There was no law enforcement or rescue squads involved with this 
incident. The passengers were both wearing seat belts and they were not ejected 
during the roll-over incident. They were not wearing safety helmets. The victim 
believed that the "vehicle's roll bars probably saved their lives". 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 

The product involved in this incident was a gas-powered Utility Vehicle. The utility 
vehicle was identified as a Yamaha Rhino Utility Vehicle. The model and VIN 
number were unknown. The vehicle was purchased, used by the complainant's uncle 
in 2006. The two-seat vehicle's exterior color was green. The unit featured a mini
cargo bed and a metal roll bar cage. The unit was believed to be powered by a liquid
cooled, single-cylinder four-stroke engine. The drivetrain featured a variable 
automatic 2WD/4WD transmission. 

MANUFACTURER: NAME and ADDRESS (Utility Vehicle) 
Yamaha Motors Corporation, USA.
 
6555 Katella Avenue
 
Cypress, CA 92630 (tele #: 714-761-7300)
 

EXHIBITS 

Exhibit # 1: Contact Sheet 

Exhibit # 2: Missing Documents form 
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EXHIBIT # 1 

Contact # 1: 



··· .....i ~~_ 

Task No. 090204CCC1403 

Date: February 6 .. 2009 

STATUS OF MISSING DOCUMENT(S) 

The official records were requested for this investigation 
report but could not be obtained. 

1. Photograph of vehicle 

2. Medical records/invoices 

3. ~ _ 

4. _ 

5. _ 

Date: 2·12·2009 Investigator No: 3385 

. 
Regional office: CFIE·D Supervisor No: 8978 



1. Task Number 

090126CCC3270 EPIDEMIOLOGIC 

3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident INVESTIGATION 
MO DAY 

, 

REPORTYR 

840 2007 06 22 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint 

A 9 year old male was pinned by the roll bar of the UTV that he was riding in when it overturned. His 12-year-old sister 
was operating the vehicle at the time of the incident. Neither was wearing a helmet. The victim was transported to a 
hospital where he later died. 

MER/PRYLOR NOTIFIED 

COMMENTS: _ YES ~ 
--DVERRULED; ___ ATTACHED 

~IONS/FO'A EXS.-: 

DO NOTRE.NOTl0~ 
~5L ~9 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 8. City 9. State 

2 - FARM NEWlON TX 

10A. First Product 10B. Trade/Brand Name 10C. Model Number 

5044 - Utility Vehicles YAMAHA RHINO 450 

100. Manufacturer Name and Address 
YAMAHA MOTOR CORPORATION, USA 
6555 Katella Avenue 
Cypress, CA 90630 

11A. Second Product 11 B. Trade/Brand Name 11C. Model Number 

0 NONE 

11 D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 15. Injury Diagnosis 
9 62 - Intern. Org. Inj. 

16. Body Part(s) 19. Time Spent 
Involved (OperatiO?' / Travel) 

75 - HEAD 16 1 

20. Attachment(s) 21. Case Source 22. Sample Collection Number 
9 - Multiple Attachments 05 - Newspaper 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

• Yes o No o Verbal o Yes for Manuf. Only 

24. Review Date 25. Reviewed By 26. Regional Office Director 
03/17/2009 8631 Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 28. Source Document Number 
Topka, Tanya X0760555A 

NONE 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

17. Respondent 

3 - 2nd Hand Info Only 

2. Investigator's ID 

1941 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2009 01 26 

UPC 

14. Disposition 
8 - Death 

18. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 01131/2010 OMB NO. 30410029 
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This In-Depth investigation (IDI) was initiated by CPSC based on a news article 
involving the operation of a Utility Vehicle (UTV). This incident involves the death of a 
9-year-old male who was a passenger in the vehicle. 

The information for this report was acquired from the Game Warden's report and an 
interview with the victim's mother and her attorney on 03/16/2009. The victim's attorney 
provided several reports related to the incident and other cases involving similar vehicles. 

Since the incident, the victim's mother has been actively involved raising public 
awareness of the dangers with the UTV design that was involved in her son's incident. 
According to the interview with the victim's mother, she has met with CPSC officials and 
U.S. Senators. During a conversation with the victim's attorney on 03/16/2009, he stated 
"this vehicle is considered to be murderous," and implied CPSC has been slow to respond 
with this vehicle's safety issues. 

INCIDENT NARRATIVE: 

Two victims, occupying a single UTV, were involved in this fatal UTV incident; no other 
vehicles were involved. A 12-year-old female (DOB 09-23-1994) was operating the UTV 
and her 9-year-old (09-19-1997) brother was sitting in the passenger seat next to her. Both 
victims were wearing a 3- point seatbelt. Neither of the two victims was wearing a helmet 
when the incident occurred. The 9-year-old male passenger died as a result of injuries 
sustained from the incident. The incident occurred in a rural area on a logging trail. 

According to the victim's mother, her daughter and her son were riding their UTV near 
their farm located in a rural wooded area of Texas. The victims were with their 
grandfather who was following closely behind them on his motorcycle. According to the 
victim's mother, her daughter is an experienced driver. Her mother stated during the 
interview that her daughter has operated dirt bikes, ATV's and tractors at an early age. 
The UTV involved in this incident belonged to the grandfather of the victims, which was 
purchased new and had approximately 34 hours of operation on the vehicle's hour meter 
gauge. 

Based on information obtained, this incident occurred on 06/22/2007 at approximately 
1930 hours, the two victims were riding on a mostly level firm ground with a slight 4% 
grade when the driver attempted to negotiate a slight left tum and the vehicle suddenly 
flipped over onto its right side. The 9-year-old victim who was sitting on the passenger side 
of the vehicle was pinned under the roll bar, and sustained massive head and neck injuries. 
According to the victim's mother, the driver of the vehicle sustained minor injuries 
(bruising) from the incident. 

The grandfather of the victim witnessed the incident, assisted and notified Emergency 
Medical Service (EMS) with his cell phone. He drove the victim to a nearby town where 
they were met with a Game Warden. The Game Warden took the victim and the victim's 
grandfather in his vehicle to a field to have the victim' airlifted to an area hospital. The 
Game Warden was later notified that the air transport had been diverted to another call 



090l26CCC3270 

and an ambulance was dispatched to received the victim. The Warden took the two 
victims and their grandfather in his vehicle to meet with the ambulance approximately 30 
miles away. During the transportation of the victim, the grandfather was performing CPR 
on the 9-year-old victim. Once they met the ambulance, the victim was transported to a 
local hospital. 

Once the victim was in the Emergency Room, medical personnel attempted life saving 
measures with limited success. According to the medical documents the victim was in 
full cardiac arrest. At approximately 2230 hours, the victim was pronounced dead. Contact with the 
local funeral home, the Justice of the Peace and the victim's attorney indicated that 
an autopsy was not performed. 

According to a preliminary investigative report, the accident scene is described as a 
mixture of earth and grass. The victim's mother indicated during the interview that the 
ground was firm and the time of day was still light. The report indicates the UTV's speed 
at the time of the crash to be between 14 to 19 mph. 

The victim's attorney verbally stated on 03/17/2009, that the victim's name may be 
released to the manufacturer. He indicated that his client has been in contact with the 
manufacture. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION: 

The product involved in this investigation is a four-wheel Utility Vehicle. The description 
of the product was obtained from the letter from the victim's mother addressed to CPSC 
on 08/21/2008. 

Product:	 2007 Yamaha Rhino 

Model:	 450 

Vll'J":	 5Y4AJ19Y67A009409 

Engine size:	 421cc (according to preliminary investigative report) 

Manufacturer:	 Yamaha Motor Corporation USA 
6555 Katella Ave. 
Cypress, CA 90630-5101 

714-761-7300 

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Exhibit 1- Texas Parks and Wildlife Department- Incident Briefing- 1 page 
• Exhibit 2- J.T. Crow Memorial Fund- 2 pages 
• Exhibit 3- Preliminary Investigative Report- e-mailed from attorney- 22 pages 



090126CCC3270 

• Exhibit 4- Heidi Crow's August 2008 Submission to the U.S. CPSC - 3 pages 
• Entire binder sent to Tanya Topka. 

• Contact Sheet- 1 page 



090126CCC3270 Exhibit 1 I_I OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

TO: Captain Tom Jenkins 

FROM: Ellis Powell (Newton County) 

SUBJECT: Incident Occurring 06/22107 

RE:
 

DATE: 06124107
 

COORDINATlON..ROUTING 
ORO. .......:. INITW. 0.\11:: 

ru: I UI'Ift I v: 

Captain. 

1 wanted to make you aware of an incident occwrlng the on 6f22107 around 1030brs. 1responded to a 911, from a mobile 
phone to the Newton County SO, that a person bad been in an ATV accidcDl (roll over). The caller stated that 8 boy was 
injured and they were bringing bUn to Burkeville. I met the caller in Burlteville at wbich time I found the victim to be a 9 year 
old white male; the victim was un-responsive and apPeaJ'ed to have massive bead. neck and chest injuries.. Th.e victim's 
gnmdfather was in the process ofcbest compressions and a First Responder administered oxygen. I took the victim and placed 
him in the rear of my patrol vehicle and tmnsported him to the neamy high school field. Once at the field f was advised by 
dispatch that the Air Rescue had been diverted to another call and the ambulance was at least 40 minutes out. At that time I 
decided to keep the victim in the rear ofmy vehicle and transport him to Jasper Memorial Hospital. The victims Grandmother 
and two juvenile relatives rode inside my vehicle. While doing this. the victim was given CPR the entire time. When traveling J 
had a Burkeville VFD vehicle clear the road ahead and had a Newton County deputy behind my vehicle. When we reached 
Jasperl Newton COUDty line we made contact with an Ambulance and the victim was placed on board. I then continued to 
transport the relatives to the hospital. Warden Phillip Woods also arrived OD scene and helped with traffic control while 
transporting through Jasper. Once at the hospital the victim was pronounced dead. Please let me know ifyou have any 
questions or concerns. 

~ 



090126CCC3270 Exhibit 2 

J. 111 

• Crow Memorial un 
Hi! My name is Jeremy Todd Crow Jr., but 
everyone calls me J. T. or Bubba. 

I would have celebrated my 10th birthday in 
September of 2009. On June 22, 2009 I lost my 
life when a Yamaha Rhino ATV I was riding in 
rolled over on me. 

My parents, Jeremy and Heidi Crow love me so 
much! They called me "The greatest gift in our 
lives" when they wrote about me in the 
newspaper. 

They have created the J. T. Crow Memorial Fund 
for me. WE~ want to edtJcate everyone abOLJt the 

We are also bUilding an outdoor classroom for my 
elementary school in Winnsboro, Texas. I love 
science, especially birds and butterflies. The 
teachers will teach about the things I love best in 
a beautiful outdoor setting. My sister Madison and 
my brother Kenny will be helping. If you would 
like to help, the address to donate to my fund is: 

The J. T. Crow Memorial Fund
 
C/O First National Bank
 

315 N Main St
 
Winnsboro, Texas 75494
 

Heidi's Blog E-Mail Heidi Webmaster 
Coming Soon> outdoor classroom Links to others w / 

pics at my school Yamaha Rhino Injuries 
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Yamaha Rhino® All-terrain Vehicles 

Disclaimer. The information contained in these 
pages is provided 'as is' without warranty of any 
kind. The entire risk as to the results and the 
performance of the information is assumed by the 
user, and in no event shall StartRemodeling ,com 
be liable for any consequential, incidental or 
direct damages suffered in the course of using 
the information in this archive. Use of the 
information contained in this archive are 
governed by their respective license agreements 
and may contain restrictions on use. 

Yamaha Rhino is a registered trademark of Yamaha 
Hatsudoki Kabushiki Kaisha Corp. of Japan . .'.""~"'-'''''''''''--''._-.-----------------------------------------1 
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275 BATTERY STREET, 30 TH FLOOR
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PHONE: 415-956-1000
 

FAX: 415-956-1008
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VS. 

YAMAHA MOTOR COMPANY, LTD., ET AL. 

H. ALEX ROBERTS, P.E. 

P O. Box 610· Farmington. AR 72730' Phone: 479.846.8000' Fax 479.846.8002' www.cnginsLorg 
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Fabrice Vincent, Esq. 
Er-.J0J NE ~~I N<::; Preliminary Report of H. Alex Roberts, P.E. Crow VS. Yamaha Motor Co. 

INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 

This accident occurred on June 22, 2007 in Newton County, Texas. Jeremy Todd (J.T.) Crow, Jr. was a 
passenger in a Yamaha Rhino 450 being driven by his sister Madison. At the time of the accident Madison was 12 
years old. According to the reconstruction report by Scientific Analysis, Inc., the vehicle was traveling southbound 
on a forest trail negotiating a left hand turn. During this turn, the vehicle rolled a quarter roll, passenger side 
leading. The vehicle came to rest on its passenger side. Scientific Analysis estimates the speed to have been 
between 14 and 19 mph. 

QUESTIONS ASKED OF THE ENGINEERING INSTITUTE 

1. What is the static stability of the Yamaha Rhino? 

2. What does this number tell us about the rollover propensity of the Yamaha Rhino? 

3. How does the Yamaha Rhino compare to road-going vehicles and other all-terrainfutilityfside by side vehicles? 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Accident Date: June 22, 2007, Death Certificate states 8:30 p.m.; EMS notified 8:40 p.m. 

Location: HWY 87 at CR255 (death certificate), Newton County, TX 

Conditions: Dusk; clear; dry, hard-pack forest road 

Vehicle 1: 2007 Yamaha Rhino 450 

VIN: 5Y4AJ19Y67A009409 

Driver: Madison Crow; Age: 12 years (DOB: 9-23-94); about 90 Ibs according to deposition of 
Madison Crow 

Passenger: Jeremy Todd Crow, Jr.; Age: 9 years (DOB: 9-19-97); about 60 Ibs according to deposition of 
Madison Crow 

- 1 
754724 1.pdf 



Fabrice Vincent, Esq. 
ENCINEFRING Preliminary Report of H. Alex Roberts, P.E. Crow vs. Yamaha Motor Co. 

~~~!=f~d !Jeremy 
Todd 

••""" Grow···"··, 

j 

Figure 1:
 
Seating Chart and Subject Vehicle
 

Photographs
 

- 2 
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Fabrice Vincent. Esq. ENGINEERJNG . .. -... Preliminary Report of H. Alex Roberts, PE	 Crow vs. Yamaha Motor Co. 
". " :: 1 ! {I . ! 

EXPERT QUALIFICATIONS AND BASIS FOR OPINIONS 

H. Alex Roberts received his B.S.M.E. degree from the University of Arkansas in 2001 after completing his 
requirements for the degree in December of 2000. Mr. Roberts's senior project at the University of Arkansas was 
designing an off-road vehicle for competition in the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) sponsored Mini Baja 
Midwest Competition. His first two semesters involved in the project were spent with powertrain design and 
fabrication. His third semester, he concentrated on suspension analysis and design. After graduating, Mr. Roberts 
continued to assist the team as a volunteer consultant. Mr. Roberts began work at Renfroe Engineering (currently 
The Engineering Institute) in October of 2000 as a part time employee until he began full time in January of 2001. 
Mr. Roberts's early work concentrated on small prototype off-road vehicle analysis. Mr. Roberts worked with the 
design engineer to analyze and tune the vehicle's suspension system. Mr. Roberts also set-up and performed 
American National Standards Institute (ANSI) standard testing on youth model ATVs. This testing included static 
and dynamic testing. From these areas, Mr. Roberts moved into accident causation and reconstruction analysis 
and began work as a case manager. Simultaneously with and then subsequent to this role, Mr. Roberts moved to 
the testing department where he is currently the lead test engineer responsible for vehicle and component testing. 
His vehicle dynamics testing experience includes testing vehicles to SAE and ISO recommendations. Mr. 
Roberts's roles in vehicle dynamics testing consists of test protocol preparation, test and instrumentation set-up, 
test driver, data analysis, and report preparation. Mr. Roberts's professional and continuing education includes 
SAE International Conferences, accident reconstruction training and seminars, vehicle rollover seminars, the SAE 
Off-Highway Conference, the American Society of Mechanical Engineers International Conference, the 
International Conference on Engineering Failure Analysis, the SAE Applied Vehicle Dynamics professional 
development program at the BMW Performance Driving School, and the Enhanced Safety of Vehicles Conference. 
Mr. Roberts completed a Master's level vehicle dynamics class via the University of Illinois-Urbana Champaign's 
distance learning program. He has authored 11 papers while an employee of Renfroe Engineering/The 
Engineering Institute. Mr. Roberts was licensed as Arkansas Professional Engineer number 12978 in 2007. 

MATERIALS RECEIVED IN THE MATTER OF CROW V. YAMAHA 

1.	 Reports: 

a.	 Accident Reconstruction Report of Scientific Analysis, Inc. dated October 29, 2007 and signed by 
Andy Irwin along with accident diagrams and calculations 

2.	 Photographs: 

a. Polaroid pictures of SUbject vehicle with accompanying release authorization 

3.	 Legal Documents: 

a.	 Signed retainer agreement letter dated July 11, 2007 

b.	 Vehicle release authorization signed by Canter Mattox 

c.	 Protective order 

d.	 Deposition notice for H. Alex Roberts, P.E. 

4.	 General Discovery Material: 

a.	 Depositions 

i. 3 volume deposition of Canter Mattox 

ii.	 Deposition of William Ellis Powell 

iii.	 Deposition of Madison Crow 

iv.	 Deposition of Heidi Crow 

- 3 
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Fabrice Vincent, Esq. 
Crow vs. Yamaha Motor Co. 

b. Deposition excerpts and summaries of: 

i. Suzuki (6/28/07) 

ii. Watson (12/15/07) 

iii. Kato (10/25/07) 

iv. Kato (10/19/06) 

v. Shearer (5/17/07) 

vi. Benoit Renaud (6/9/06) 

vii. Randy Langley (6/9/06) 

viii. Caleb Chesser (6/8/06) 

ix. Phillip McRae (6/8/06) 

x. Patrick Bilosi (3/27/06) 

xi. Ike Miyachi (9/8/06) 

xii. Michael Martinez (12/15/05) 

xiii. Robert Starr (1/5/06) 

c. Yamaha owner's notice regarding doors and handholds 

d. News articles relating to J.T. Crow's death 

e. Plaintiff's original petition 

f. Ambulance report 

g. Medical records including death certificate 

5. Protected Yamaha Documents: 

a. Rhino 00001-Rhino 02937 

b. Rhino 02941-Rhino 02950 

c. Rhino 05001-Rhino 05044 

d. Rhino 05145-Rhino 20039 

e. Rhino 201 OO-Rhino 20102 

f. Rhino 201 04-Rhino 20106 

g. Rhino 201 08-Rhinoe 20109 

h. Crow 001-Crow 250 

- 4 
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Fabrice Vincent, Esq. 
ENe I NEE rz [biG Preliminary Report of H. Alex Roberts, P.E.	 Crow vs. Yamaha Motor Co. 

, : I ! I 

ACCIDENT SITE 

Scientific Analysis, Inc. inspected the accident site. In the reconstruction report, the accident site is described 
as "wooded area, on a single track dirt and grass trail." It was conveyed to me by Mr. Irwin from Scientific Analysis 
that the width of the trail was approximately 12 to 15 feet in the area of the accident. The approach to the accident 
site had a downward grade of approximately 4%, but the trail was mostly level in the area of the rollover. The 
surface was firm at the time of the inspection. 

A braking skid test performed at the time of the site inspection showed an average deceleration of 0.53 g's. 
Mr. Irwin indicated that there was no furrowing during this skid test. 

ACCIDENT VEHICLE 

YAMAHA RHINO 

The SUbject vehicle was released to Larry Broyles of Broyles Wrecker Service by Canter Mattox on October 
6, 2007 for transport to The Engineering Institute. Mr. Broyles arrived at The Engineering Institute later that day 
and delivered the vehicle. 

The Crow SUbject vehicle was inspected on October 31, 2007 at The Engineering Institute by Alex Roberts 
and Cord Guthrie. The subject vehicle is a red Yamaha Rhino 450. The vehicle emission control sticker 
indicates that the engine displacement is actually 421 cubic centimeters. The VIN as found on the left side 
frame rail near the rear suspension mounts is 5Y4AJ19Y67A009409. 

The vehicle has the ability to be operated in 4WD. At the time of the inspection, the 4WD selector button 
was in the 2WD mode. It also has the differential lock option. The gear selector has low, high, neutral, and 
reverse selections. At the time of the inspection, the vehicle's hour meter gauge read 33.9 hours. 

A warning sticker below the driver's seat indicates the vehicle has a 2000 Ib gross vehicle weight rating. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS: The vehicle exhibits very little overall damage and is operational. The 
vehicle was driven between The Engineering Institute high-bay and our indoor storage facility next door (about 
100 feet apart) a few times and seemed to operate normally. Also, Andy Irwin indicates in his reconstruction 
report that "operation of the vehicle was completed in all modes of travel." (pg. 5) There are light scratches on 
the right side of the roll cage consistent with a %, passenger side leading rollover accident. 

TIRES & WHEELS: The recommended tires for this vehicle are Maxxis 25X8-12NHS type M951Y for the 
front and Maxxis 25X10-12NHS type M952Y for the rear. The owner's manual and a warning sticker below the 
driver's seat recommend tire pressures of 10 psi in the front and 14 psi in the rear. However, the Yamaha 
Motorcycle and Scooter Set-Up and Predelivery Checklist that was with the owner's manual instructs that the 
person checking the vehicle "adjust pressure according to specific assembly manual." The person who filled out 
the paperwork indicated that the tire pressure was set to 10 psi front and 10 psi rear. The signature on this 
sheet appears to be Frank G. 

•	 Left Front: This tire is a Maxxis 25X8.00-12NHS. The tire shows little wear. The tire is inflated to 
8 psi. The wheel size is 12X6.0AT-TSY. All lug nuts are present. 

•	 Left Rear: This tire is a Maxxis 25X10.00-12NHS. The tire shows little wear. The tire is inflated to 
11 psi. The wheel size is 12X7.5AT-TSY. All lug nuts are present. 

•	 Right Rear: This tire is a Maxxis 25X10.00-12I\1HS. The tire shows little wear. The tire is inflated 
to 12 psi. The wheel size is 12X7.5AT-TSY. All lug nuts are present. 

•	 Right Front: This tire is a Maxxis 25X8.00-12NHS. The tire shows little wear. The tire is inflated 
to 8 psi. The wheel size is 12X6.0AT-TSY. All lug nuts are present. There is a small amount of 
grass or straw between the wheel flange and tire. With the valve stem represent the 12 o'clock 
position, this debris is at approximately 12 o'clock and 7 to 8 o'clock. 
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Figure 2: Tire Pressure Recommendations,
 
Left Rear Tire (left) and Left Front Tire (right)
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STEERING: The vehicle's steering ratio was measured by placing the front tires on angle plates. These 
plates measure the angle of the tires. By turning the steering wheel in increments of 90 degrees and measuring 
the left front and right front tire angle, the steering ratio can be determined. The plates did not return to zero 
after the first measurements performed the day of the inspection. Therefore, this was repeated on March 10, 
2008. Left and right steers were performed three times each on the 10th to check for consistency. The table 
below and the plots indicate the results of the March 10th testing.,.------------------------, 

St••ring Ratio: Left SteerLeft Steer Right Steer 

400 

350+-----------------7S7'~---__1 

125o+-----------~,L------"----_
iJ200 

~l150 

Figure 3: Steering Ratio Data 

INTERIOR OBSERVATIONS: The interior of this vehicle consists of two bucket seats separated by a 
central console. The parking brake and gear selector are located on the central console. The gear selector 
allows selection between reverse, neutral, high, and low. The occupant capsule is surrounded by an unpadded 
rolleage which warns that "the enclosure cannot protect occupants in all foreseeable accidents, inclUding 
rollover." 

The controls on the dash include the light controls to the left of the steering column. The lights have off, low 
and high positions. To the right of the column is the choke located above the ignition switch. To the right of this 
is the 4WD selector buttons. The exposed red button allows selection between 2WD and 4WD (depressed) 
modes. Rotating a toggle cover counterclockwise with the 2WD/4WD button depressed exposes an orange 
button used to lock the rear differential. 

Right of the 4WD controls are 6 lights. The lights indicate rather the vehicle has the parking brake 
engaged, if the vehicle is in reverse or neutral, rather the vehicle is in 4WD and if the differential is locked, and 
there is a temperature warning light. Next to these lights is an aUXiliary 12v outlet. 

WARNINGS: The following photographs illustrate the warnings found on this vehicle. 
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Figure 4: Warnings Placards 
and Stickers 
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Figure 5: Additional 
Warnings Stickers 
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RESTRAINTS: The restraints in this vehicle are three point belts. The buckle is an end-release type 
mounted to a flexible cable stalk. 

SUSPENSION: The front suspension is a double A-arm type suspension consisting of an upper and lower 
control arm. The shock absorber and coil-over spring is mounted at an angle of approximately 28 degrees off of 
vertical onto the upper control arm. All components appear to be stock and are in good shape. The two front 
shock absorbers both bear the code 5UG-F3350-01 and stamped below this is KYB 6K15. The spring pre-load 
on both shocks is in the 2nd lowest setting (2nd notch from the top). 

The rear suspension is again a double A-arm type. The rear shock absorber with coilover spring is 
mounted to the lower control arm at an angle of about 18 degrees off of vertical. The spring is a progressive rate 
spring. The pre-load setting is again in the 2nd lowest setting as it was on the front springs. The shock absorber 
on the driver's side has the code 5UG-F221 0-11, below that KYB 6K08. The passenger's shock code is 5UG
F2210-11, KYB 6K15 

According to Yamaha product literature for the 2007 Rhino 450, the front and rear suspensions are 
independent double wishbones with 7.3" of suspension travel and 5-way pre-load adjustment. 

BIO-MATTER ANALYSIS: An analysis of the Crow vehicle for evidence of bio-matter and blood was 
performed on February 4th 

, 15th 
, and 18th 

, 2008. On the 4th 
, the analysis was simply a quick visual inspection 

and review of photographs. On the 15th 
, the vehicle was prepped for a more detailed luminescence inspection. 

18thThe vehicle was moved into a dark room for this inspection. On the , the luminescence testing was 
performed and photographed. The testing concentrated on the rollcage near the approximate location of J. T. 
Crow's head and on the passenger seatbelt. 

Overview: In matters of blood detection, a solution of luminol has historically been effective in making 
latent blood stains visible through the means of luminescence. Due to advances in this technology, a new type 
of luminol has been developed. This new product, named Bluestar Forensic is easier to use and more effective 
overall. The technical literature explains, "when put in contact with the hem nucleus of blood hemoglobin, the 
Bluestar® oxidizes (enzymatic peroxydase activity) and emits an intense blue (430 nanometer) 
chemiluminescence visible in the semi-darkness." There are some substances that can elicit a false positive 
response. The technical literature states, "the Bluestar can also produce a chemiluminescence when reacting to 
some household detergents such as bleach, or copper, but differences in intensity, emission specter, and 
reaction time allow for visual differentiation." In regards to DNA destruction after application of Bluestar, the 
technical literature states, "upon extensive testing they demonstrated that DNA typing is still reliably possible 30 
days after the repeated treatment of bloodstains with Bluestar®. A research is currently underway to document 
the possibility to still perform DNA typing 60 days after repeated treatments." 

Chemicals: Bluestar Forensic. The solution can be an irritant, but it is non-toxic. The solution is made by 
miXing two tablets (one white, one beige) in a spray bottle containing approximately 125 ml of distilled water. 
Once the tablets have dissolved, the solution is ready for dispersion. 

Procedure / Protocol: The SUbject Rhino vehicle was placed in a dark room. A Nikon 0200 digital camera 
was set up on a tripod apprOXimately 5 feet from the vehicle. A photograph of the vehicle was taken with the 
lights on for reference. The lights were doused, and the suspect areas of the subject vehicle were sprayed with 
a prepared solution of Blustar Forensic. An extended exposure photograph was taken while the suspect areas 
glowed. 

Findings: The luminescence appeared to reveal blood on the passenger side roll bar in the area where the 
cross-member joins the outer hoop and in the area of the O-ring anchorage as seen in Figure 6. Also, 
luminescence testing revealed blood on the seatbelt at 18.5", 36", and 39.5" from the belt anchor bolt. 
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Figure 6: 
A - The dark photograph shows a blue luminescence at position (953,705). This photo was cropped and enlarged 

to show the detail of that location in relation to the reference photograph.
 
B - The dark photograph shows a blue luminescence at positions (715,389) and (779,328). This photo was also
 

cropped and enlarged to show the detail of that location in relation to the reference photograph.
 
C - (following page) The dark photograph shows a blue luminescence at positions (555,608), (643,566) and
 

(619,466). This photo was also cropped and enlarged to show the detail of that location in relation to the
 
reference photograph.
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ACCIDENT RECONSTRUCTION 

The accident sequence was reconstructed by Andy Irwin of Scientific Analysis. An illustrated overview is 
shown below. 

ACCIDENT SEQUENCE OVERVIEW: The reconstruction by Scientific Analysis is largely based on the 
scene inspection and an interview with Canter Mattox. Mr. Mattox was following the Rhino when the accident 
occurred. Mr. Mattox indicated in an interview with Mr. Irwin that he was traveling approximately 10 mph behind 
the Rhino; however, in his deposition, Mr. Mattox states that they were traveling "not more than 16 miles an hour." 

Mr. Irwin established a "range of turn paths" based on information from Mr. Mattox. These paths consisted of 
turns of radii equaling approximately 22 feet, approximately 24 feet, and approximately 38 feet. Mr. Irwin 
calculated entry speeds of between 14 and 19 mph based upon these radii and the average deceleration 
developed during his brake skid testing (about 0.53 g's). According to the reconstruction report, there was minimal 
sliding after the rollover. 

o 
+ 

Figure 7: Reconstruction Diagram 
and Image 
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STATIC STABILITY ANALYSIS 

STATIC STABILITY OVERVIEW 

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), "One of the primary means of 
assessing rollover risk is the static stability factor (SSF), a measurement of a vehicle's resistance to rollover." [4] 
The SSF is expressed in units of G's. The plot below was created using the SSF numbers listed by NHTSA in this 
report. 

Static Stability Factors for Cars and SUVs 
2 

+---------,--~-------------------------~--1.8 

1.6 

1.4 

1.2 

0 

LL 
UJ 
UJ 

0.8 

0.6 

0.4 

0.2 

Year, make, and model 

Figure 8: SSF for Various Cars and 
SUVs 

Dr. Thomas Gillespie in his text Fundamentals of Vehicle Dynamics refers to the static stability factor as the 
"rollover threshold." Dr. Gillespie states that the static stability factor is a first-order estimate of a vehicle's 
resistance to rollover. Dr. Gillespie cautions that the SSF is "very conservative" and is more useful for comparing 
one vehicle to another, rather than predicting the rollover threshold of a vehicle. By conservative, he is asserting 
that the predicted lateral acceleration level is actually higher than the rollover threshold. [2] 

Dr. Leon S. Robertson in his 1989 pUblication in the Journal of Trauma entitled Static Stability as a Predictor 
of Overturn in Fatal Vehicle Crashes [3] states that "vehicles with the lowest stability values ...particularly stood out 
as having disproportionately high rollover involvement histories." The lowest value reported in his report was 1.01 
for the Jeep CJ-5. Dr. Robertson concludes that rollover could be reduced substantially if vehicles were 
manufactured with a SSF of 1.2 or greater. 

Vehicles with a high static stability factor have a lower rollover risk than vehicles with a low static stability 
factor. A high static stability factor indicates a vehicle with a low center of graVity and a wide stance. Vehicles with 
a high center of gravity are commonly referred to as "top-heavy." 
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The static stability factor is a fairly simple means of determining a vehicle's resistance to rollover, which is one 
reason it is so attractive for vehicle comparisons. The static stability factor is calculated by measuring the track 
width of a vehicle and its center of gravity height. Treating the vehicle as a rigid body, and performing a 
force/moment balance, the SSF can be derived. The resulting equation in its commonly seen form is SSF = 
t/(2*H), where t is the track width and h is the center of gravity height. 

The track width is simple to measure. The track width of a vehicle is simply the distance between the center 
of the left tire and the center of the right tire. The average track width is the average of the front track width and 
the rear track width. 

Measuring the vehicle's center of gravity height is a little more complicated. One method is to rotate the 
vehicle on a tilt table about its longitudinal axis until the trailing tires lift from the platform. The angle at which the 
tires lift is used to calculate the center of gravity height. A tilt-table was also used by General Motors to determine 
center of gravity height measurements [5]. 

STATIC STABILITY TESTING BY THE ENGINEERING INSTITUTE 

In order to calculate the static stability factor for various vehicles and configurations, it is necessary, as 
mentioned earlier to first measure the track width and center of gravity height. 

The following protocol was adhered to during the testing of the vehicle's center of gravity height 
measurements conducted at The Engineering Institute. 

1.	 Document the vehicle "as received." 

2.	 Determine loading configurations to be tested. 

3.	 Place dummies and cargo (if applicable) in the vehicle to simulate the loading configurations. 

4.	 Measure shock/spring or strut/spring length at ride height for each of the loading configurations. 

5.	 Measure the track width for each loading configuration. 

6.	 Document these numbers. 

7.	 Fabricate adjustable suspension rods to fix the ride height at the measured values. 

8.	 Load the vehicle to the desired loading configuration and set the suspension rod to the corresponding 
length. 

9.	 Photograph the configuration. 

10.	 Place the vehicle on the tilt table with the leading tires on the high friction surface and their edges 
against the wooden 11/16" high curb. 

11.	 Document the test set-up. 

12.	 Tether the trailing edge of the vehicle to the table so that the trailing tires can lift from the platform, 
but do not allow the vehicle to tip all the way over. 

13.	 Set up video equipment to record the testing. 

14.	 Raise one side of the platform using the engine hoist until the trailing tires lift from the platform. 

15.	 Document the angle at which this lift occurred. 

16.	 Perform at least two tests passenger side leading and two tests driver's side leading. 

17.	 If data is not consistent, perform additional tests. 

18.	 Repeat steps 8 through 17 for each loading configuration. 

STATIC STABILITY OF THE SUBJECT (CROW) YAMAHA RHINO 

The subject Yamaha Rhino was tested in four loading configurations. No fluids were added or removed 
from the vehicle prior to testing. The gas level, oil level, et cetera were in the "as received" states. The four 
loading configurations tested were vehicle only, vehicle plus 160 lb. driver, vehicle plus 160 lb. driver and 
passenger, vehicle plus 160 lb. driver and passenger and sand bags placed in the bed until the vehicle was 
loaded to near GVWR. All tires were set to 10 psi for all loading configurations per the recommendations of the 
Yamaha Set-Up and Predelivery Checklist. 
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Figure 9: Photograph of Rhino
 
Test Set-Up
 

For the vehicle only configuration, the weight of the vehicle was 1107 Ibs. The slight lateral offset of the 
weight distribution was accounted for in the calculations of the center of gravity height by adjusting the tJ2 
portions of the formula accordingly. 

The front track width was 43.5 inches and the rear was 42.5 inches resulting in an average track of 43 
inches. 

For this configuration, the average center of gravity height was found to be about 24.5 inches. 

For the vehicle plus driver, the overall weight was 12691bs. The average track was approximately 431/16". 
The average center of gravity height for this set-up was determined to be 27.3 inches. 

With the addition of a second 160 lb. passenger, the weight increased to about 1430 Ibs. The track 
increased to 43.5 inches, and the center of gravity height raised to about 28.3 inches. 

At GVWR, the vehicle weight was 1995 Ibs. The average track was 44.375. The center of gravity height 
was 31.1 inches. 

Table 1 shows the results from the sUbject Rhino testing. 

Configuration Average CG Height (in.) Average SSF 

Vehicle Only 24.5 0.88 

Vehicle Plus 160 Ib Driver 27.3 0.79 

Vehicle Plus 160 Ib Driver and 
Passenger 28.3 0.77 

GVWR 31.1 0.71 

Table 1: Subject Rhino SSF Test Results 
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STATIC STABILITY OF A POLARIS RANGER 

A 2007 Polaris Ranger 700 4x4 was statically tested for comparison purposes. This vehicle appeared to be 
stock with the exception of a possible dealer installed Warn winch and some fog lights on top of the roll bar. The 
tires on the vehicle were the recommended size and were inflated to 10 psi as suggested. 

The front suspension on the Ranger is a strut with coilover spring and a single lower control arm. As 
received, the vehicle weighed 1348 Ibs. 

The wheelbase of the Ranger is right on par with the Rhino. The front track width is 51.25 inches and the 
rear is 48.5". 

The Ranger is fitted with a bench seat instead of the bucket seats found of the Rhino. 

Figure 10: Photograph of
 
Polaris Ranger
 

The Ranger was tested empty, vehicle pius 160 Ib driver, and vehicle plus 160 Ib driver and passenger. 
Due to time constraints with the borrowed Ranger. the vehicle was not tested at GVWR. 

Empty, the center of gravity height measured 26.1 inches. With driver, it raised to 28.6. With driver plus 
passenger, it was 30.7 inches above the ground. 

Configuration Average CG Height (in) Average SSF 

Vehicle Only 26.1 0.96 

Vehicle Plus 160 Ib Driver 28.6 0.87 

Vehicle Plus 160 Ib Driver and 
Passenger 

30.7 
I 

0.81 

Table 2: Exemplar Range SSF Test Results 
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STATIC STABILITY OF A KUBOTA RTV900 DIESEL 4X4 

A Kubota (year model unknown) RTV900R-A side by side was also tested. Though this vehicle had 
obvious signs of farm usage, the vehicle appeared to be in factory condition with the possible exception of a gun 
rack installed on the steel mesh attached to the roll bars behind the bench seat. 

The Product ID # for this vehicle was KRTV900A51 035956. 

The tires on the vehicle were the size and type recommended on a placard on the front of the bed for ATV 
applications. The tires were all 440 Mags. The size of the front tires was 25X10-12 and the rears were 25X11
12. The placard recommended that the tires be inflated to 20 psi front and rear. This recommendation was 
followed. 

The weight of the vehicle as received was 1909 Ibs. 

The front suspension was a Macpherson strut with a single lower control arm. The spring was a coilover, 
linear rate. 

The rear suspension is a floating axle suspended by leaf springs. 

The vehicle is equipped with power steering. 

The wheelbase is slightly longer than the Ranger and Rhino at 78 inches. The front track was 44.5" and 
the rear 46.125". 

Figure 11: Photograph of
 
Kubota RTV900.
 

The Kubota was tested empty, with a 160 Ib driver, and with a 160 Ib driver and passenger. The 
corresponding CG heights for these tests were 23.75",26.2", and 27.6". Table 3 summarizes the results. 
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Configuration Average CG Height (in) Average 55F 

Vehicle Only 23.75 0.95 

Vehicle Plus 160 Ib Driver 26.2 0.86 

Vehicle Plus 160 Ib Driver and 
Passenger 

27.6 0.82 

Table 3: Summary of Kubota Results 

COMPARISON OF RHINO, RANGER, AND RTV900 

The fact that the Ranger's track is wider than the Rhino resulted in the Ranger haVing a significantly higher 
SSF unloaded. The higher seating position of the occupants, however, resulted in the vehicles being more 
comparable with driver pius passenger. The KUbota's track was not as wide as the Ranger, but its center of 
gravity was lower. It also had higher SSFs than did the Rhino. Figure 12 shows a direct comparison between 
the results from the three vehicles. 

Rhino, Ranger, and RTV900 SSF Comparison 

1 

o Rhino 11 

0.9 -r---------i 

0.8 
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o RTV900 I-~ 0.5 
• Ranger0.4 
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0.1 

o 
Unloaded Driver Driver + Passenger 

configuration 

Figure 12: Comparison of Yamaha Rhino, Polaris Ranger, and
 
Kubota RTV900 SSFs for Various Loading Configurations
 

COMPARISON OF RHINO AND RANGER TO SPORT UTILITY VEHICLES 

The numbers reported by NHTSA for the SSFs of the vehicles in their study were established with the 
vehicles unloaded. Therefore, as a direct comparison, the Ranger, Rhino, and RTV900 SSFs unloaded will be 
plotted along with several SUVs. The SSF of the Yamaha Rhino is lower than any vehicle reported by NHTSA, 
while the Ranger has a SSF that is higher than the 1992-2000 Mitsubishi Montero 4X4 while the Kubota's 
unloaded value was equal to the Mitsubishi. 
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Static Stability Factors for SUVs, Rhino, and Ranger 
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Figure 13: SSF of Rhino, Ranger, and RTV900
 
Plotted with SSFs of SUVs
 

MODIFICATIONS TO THE RHINO TO IMPROVE ITS STATIC STABILITY 

By increasing the track width and/or lowering the vehicle's center of gravity, the static stability of a vehicle is 
increased. This could have been done on the Rhino without drastically affecting its functionality and without 
limiting its usage. Had this vehicle been designed with the same average track width as the Polaris Ranger, 
approximately 49.875", with the center of graVity unchanged. the static stability would have been greatly 
increased. This would be an approximately 6.875" increase in the overall track width or about 3.4375" per side. 

By increasing the track width to this value and keeping the vertical center of gravity at the same position, 
the static stability of the unloaded vehicle would increase to 1.02. This theoretical change is plotted in Figure 13 
below. 

Also, with this increased track, the vehicle's SSF when loaded with two, 160 Ib occupants would increase to 
0.88 assuming the center of gravity height measured in the tilt table testing with two occupants did not change. 
This value of 0.88 is the eqUivalent to the unloaded Yamaha Rhino as designed. 
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Static Stability Factors for SUVs, Rhino, and Ranger 
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Figure 14: SSFs for SUVS,
 
Rhino, Ranger and Theoretical
 

Modified Rhino
 

OPINIONS & CONCLUSIONS 

The below enumerated opinions are based on our analysis, testing, testing by others, technical literature, and 
Yamaha documents. 

1.	 This accident was a ~ roll event which resulted in the death of Jeremy Todd Crow, Jr. 

2.	 A bio-matter analysis of the subject vehicle revealed bio-matter on the passenger side unpadded rollcage and 
on the passenger side seatbelt. 

3.	 The speed of the Rhino prior to the rollover was between approximately 14 and 19 mph. 

4.	 There is no evidence that the rollover was a furrow trip event. 

5.	 There is no evidence that Madison Crow "engaged in aggressive driving (such as sliding, skidding, fishtailing, 
or doing donuts) or made abrupt maneuvers (such as turning the steering wheel too far or too fast) ... " as 
suggested on the door and handhold special offer website [6] 

6.	 The static stability factor calculated by U2h is a good first indicator of a vehicle's rollover resistance and is 
useful in comparing one vehicle to another. 

7.	 The static stability factor of the Yamaha Rhino is low due to its center of gravity height in conjunction with its 
narrow track width. 
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LNG [f'\,I~[IZ 1,~G Preliminary Report of H. Alex Roberts, PE	 Crow vs. Yamaha Motor Co. 
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8.	 The SSF of the Rhino is lower than any road-going vehicle reported in NHTSA's study regarding trends in 
SSFs [4]. 

9.	 The unloaded SSF of the Rhino is lower than that of its peer vehicles the Polaris Ranger and Kubota RTV900. 

10.	 The static stability of the Rhino could have been improved by widening the track width and/or lowering the 
center of gravity height. 

Our conclusions are based on the information made available to us at the time of our investigation. Should 
any additional information be uncovered or made available, we retain the right to revise or supplement our report 
accordingly. 

H. Alex Roberts, P.E.
 
Arkansas Professional Engineer # 12978
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'! UNDRINVEST' .	 ..[ .'.... 

·aln/0626()6· '. 
'Case Status:lna.ctive .' 

. •'.•.•.•• 1' r~~ p~n~edtoaMel~i~<;1 report~d:~s.a r~ll;v~rAT~5¢~lqen~Wit~aviCU~ who "~E;S" bl~~dinfJ" padl;....•.. J~~i~elby •..............•... '..".. 
·,~riin1ormant (m WesfCounly Road 18Eand .ledtQth~ar~ip:WI:lerethe.ac;cjpf,~nt IJad oCCl1rred ....1Je~pon.ded with .a. '. '" 

· .•. mOcli~al kit aprHound a 06 YOAlNhitenialQ •.unrespOhsil/eandash~n ihCQlor.lstart~dCPR withins(:Jveial. . '. 
···rnjnute~an(iContjnl)edpntil ~ r:nQdi(~al urlitarrived. N9Yi~F,lI~ignsc()uJd.t)~deJectf~dandrnecjii:;;;llllJ)i!pr.()f1Dl1.nceQ. 
". ..'' 

'. '. . Case Outlif'e '.. .• "... 
". ·.... RepoltQrigiq " ..' .' .'. 

'" '. Nam:1tive •.. .... .... '... 
'. ··.C;E;lsHStatus •....... '. 

·I~eport Orifjin 

.... R-aqiQ pispatched 

. Narr<;3tive .... .... .. .. . . . 

.... en ()fi2300al 191~g';"fJl ,I ne"rd " Me<Ji~,ca!' "ired;"9~rding" M.. o~~rv~bi ?1~A. ~;id~~U~t/lelb)i;)' .. ..• ····1· 
.~(6) JThe InfqrmatlQncarnelY)as anA. rvhfjd rallect Qn a.vlcttm ~ndtbevlct!m wasbleedtng ". ".
 
·"heavily,l Vv'9sh'Jh~area·of 18Eand South County Hoad31 ,~nd advised Dispatch Iwould respond 'until MedicaL ..···
 

arrivedon.$¢en~>Ashort distance pehind me was La:rimer County parks Ra(iger, [b)(6) . . . .11 .
 
.'request~dth?th~ r~sP()n~ wi~hin.~,Jn apprciximatelythe12000block ()f.CQUllty RQad18.J;:,lwas met Qyamale·.·.
 
..~ubjeGtlifa.smaliwhitE?vehi9IElv.Jho w;:ivedmedqwn. I asked him ifhewas conn(3cted to theM;~dic;311 Was •...
 

··responding to;he~ajd.hew~~a[l(j that 1would propably need to fo)fowbim to get.~o thf;) residenC:E!, a? it wps.···· '" '..•...... '. 
··.extrerri~lyhar.d tofilld,lrE\dioed toe information tORange&~)r~L._ ,Iand.s(]v;sed.himto follQwrneto the ........•............. ' . 
...• 'residence:ffollowed the .informant 'and(;'lrrivedonsc;eneat 1,929hours.·Jgrabbeda medic.al. kit frorn my patrol ........• '.' ........•.• '.' 
•..	 yehicle~ndfollowed the. informant to an areawhere l.observed.s.everaLpeoplestanding.~nd a mate subjeGt laying ••........ 

. .~n th.egn?lJlld.Tl1e.TTlClt~ s.~bjecr~s~in tqne\'.la~p$henincolor~It.(jic:ln9tappeClrth~tth.esub.j~c:tw.a!)b.r~Clthir"lg .•. ·· 
;···R.~rK:;ft=.ciiC;;:···· ..' - ".. . . 
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"~'" . . . . ..lARIMER. COUNTY SHERIFFS OFFICE •... ... .. ...'.. 

.. .. ···.lbeg~n~medicalasses$m~nttocheckJoraPlilseand qreatbino·co.uldnoffindanypulseatall.·Af¢mCile ..............•..'
 
•........... sUbj?ctwho.was identified 10 me laler as thevictirn's wifefb)(6) [was kneeling next to him, and t6id nje':tl1~the . 
... .. .. had been breathing JiJst moments before I arrived•. ! did a quick .assessmentoD the yictirn's torS()tlQd.~t~Q,~Jt~rg(;! '.......• ' . 
.. . ·abrasiqn on his right shoulder and noted thatthereappe~red to beanabr~$iol1 to the backQChish19ad,'iia'$there' • . 
• .·was a sTall bl~od pool. I ?~gan CPR..8.nct withinapprQxlmate.IY.. five mi;nl1t8s... il w~s j6inedbyP.~tKs!Ra.iJ~er................••... '.• 

. Ib)(6) _, WhPl~EMT ci:3rhfted.. Rang(~rtb)(6) ... inserted an allway WIth the. i3SSlst?nce o(qneofJPf?neI9I1b()rs, . 
.. ··Web~gan AmlJu t;lggging OXY9Emtp.the victim and I c;onlinued .cQmpressions until.the 'pmbul~nc:;~i=irfived on .. ' . 
. . •.... s(:;ene,whic;;.hWGls i3ft.er2000 hOlJfs.The ClmbulancecrewanqEMT (jiq cheCk Jorvita!$w.hen th.~y estqbJished that 

. JhEl victim had no yft<3J$ignSql all~Th€lY pr()rlO~JI1Qedhir:n~xpir:l;ld. .. . .. ... ... .... 
, ," ,".: : 
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••'" . BackgroUl'lQ lnfonnation ' '. ." . '. '. 
..... ·.Landing ZonoEstaplished '. ". .........•...... ..' 

ArrivalonSCel1~ '.' ". ". ' '" '" ".....•...•.... " ".
 
· . Contact with Family Members ······i:>. '..
 
. Conversation with TREVORO'STEEN·
 

··.·.~~:r~~~::~:y~~~~~~~,:~;>· ..... 
·. '.• Attachments 

.....~ .. 

'. ". .8ackgroundlnfbnnatiOn .. 

. O~06230$~IQ~~the<iifd.on Lbveland fire cha~nelthatth~y~erere~po~dingio~Motor V~hiGleA~Cid~~t n~$r ... .. 
. .• PjneW99dRt:l~~r\(9it jntheCarter ~Clkf.larea..1nforn,atiorlW?S received that a 66 YOArnaJe had falJ~n off of~m .' . 
.·..AT·V ·~ri.q :.w~s.··j.njur€?d ' . . ~. 
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•··.lnCi~entREl~()rt~: .•.•••....••·.·......-i~ .. i \ ~.. ..' .·.....06-41a7 •... '.. ~:~~;;,::2
 
.... LARIMER<COUNTY-SHERIFFSOFFICE.· .. , ....,.	 . . 

" ' 

... ..whiielcOJlti~u~denl'oute!Lov~lahd Fire.;idviseqlhat lh~y:ne~d~dt;~learEngi~f>Thrf3etQresP~I)~;tqJh~s~e~e.: ..... 
>and assist with CPR Engine. Three was originally designated as Grounq Cont9ct for Air Life91 t·i; 

: ···.,C~~~~~iCati~~~~sk~~if Ic~~iq·p~w be th~gr9~~d~~~t~c~f~rA;r~if~911:. .: ......•... .. .. . .. ...': ....., ., 
". ' .. . '.' . .. . 

Landing Zone Eslablisheq : .. 
.... .'. ~ . . 

JadvisedLarimerCpuntyCom~1UnjCationsthatl~O~lqgodir~ct with Air Life 911~nFit~N~t,($ajq .thatJ w()uJd . 
been route to the Pinewood area to Ipokfora landirig z;9nefo~thechopper. . .... 

, '. . ~. ".	 '. '. .' '. . .. .. .... ..."	 " 

......: .I arrived bnsGene f.lt .pinewood .ReseJ\lpir .and had a (iiffJcult time locating· any flatrever tl;lrri3ir1 for Jl,ebelicopterJq ......•... 

. .. . •.···.Jandon. ··therewer(3 >alsonurnerqus .powerJines.IVV<:l.S unable to reach A\( Li-r~,9116rl FireN!=ltand \NaS If,lh~r . 
· .· advise.d lh.attlley W9\Jldpeon LovelandFireUHFchqnriElLlnforma~j6n .wC3srel~yedtClAirUr:Q911that vye hact
 

.rnultipJ~powerlines<:lncftheyagvised th;jUhey.~ould see-that from tlleair.Shortly·~fteralandingzQne WC!!S .
 
· ..·.···.picl<ed oul,tlWasOVf;rheard th~lp<:lramedicson ${(0.ne ""ore cgllingll1eGPR.andprohouncedlhqSubjElct dqQd, .
 

ji.irLife!j11 'Na~ ·ttlenclear~d to returrlt()ql!arter~:· . ... ..... ... .... .. .. .. .
 

... 8rrivalon$.penq: ... 

· .... ·.1 .fJrrived onsC0rl~ andrnetwilhDeputy·HE;FFERNAN ...• Depu~~Hg~~ERNAN·a~k~d· ifl~Ol;ld90· i~~idean(Jsp~ak··.····: ...•.•........ 
.... .. ·.yvithlheJamily.t!g59id1ht3,t.thegr<:\ndsoqand cqn)I1lQ~ l.<':lwwifewereih$ide with !:.wimer CQunty.Par~s R~ngEm; ... 

. anqneighbors.... 

•. .···.·····.·c~ntactwitl1FamiIYM~I~lb~rs .. ..........•...••.• ••. ........•..•...•...........••.. .. ...• .<' •• ..• •.• .•.•..• •....•........ •....... .•.••. .•.....•••........ .•...•.....•. .•.•.• ......•...• .•....••.•.•...•....•.•..•...........•..•..••:..•.....•..........••..•..••
 

····.··•.··.• ·2;FD~~.:::At i~h~::~~~ij~~~j:~;,~f~%~~eJ~;;il~:i#)T;lm~IjS~gr;~d;~~I ••....
 
· . Bothpmtiesweresealedin lheJiyingroomontl1eClJuqh andhad severalileighbomin the/ivingroQrnwith them.· .. 

•:.. ····G~~~r~li ~fOr~ati(;~~ap'~e~ejV{!d fr~m fb)(~)'il t~~tl~(;,::~6All~onla~ h~~bclild jb)(3) Cp~~.· ·1~asoLJt~oing~~rkOI~.•....••. 
·jl~le. tourw.heeler and it ro."edover,She Saf(· th~the~enl outandheWaS()rigjntycOler~.nt,talkin9tP her,and... ·· .. ···. 

· ···a.QV.lsedher.that.shr;l$houICl notcall 911.and thi~thed!d 110t needanam.bulance. b)(6) said that she r.anback •.. . .. 
..	 ... .··inslde,Galled.911 ,and wentback Gut to be\iYit~ I)t<rhusbarld.... ~PSA ..:,· dl1(;J)fJhbors<;lltemptedtQcqnti'olbleeding .......•.....
 
· .. ·.with towels and <;lwaited thearrivalofEM.S,DQr'ing thistirne, :.4'!@ sliPr,led into un¢Qnsciou$nessandCPR .
was :started. . . . . ..	 . .. 

.... . '. . . 

.C()~v~rs~t;~'~~ithl@ .. .	 :.1	 . 

· ..·la~k~dfb)(6) ·IifICO~ldt~i~t8H~rgf~gds~n In theba~e~~l1t~;~d~h~said thq~Wo·ulc!be·fiO~.rtPokfb)(6)· I·· .
 
dOvvrl to the pasernent£:lrld9c:>thj~.I;>i3sicinfwm~H0rl Ito tell tn.e..what haqhi3ppened. .
\ ·.Ii;llsoaSkfolQfb)(6) . 

.•.. tb)(6) .. I$~tdth.athe~rl~~(;jc1~~herefer;~dt({~2~~~~PSAI~ereo~tworkin~j~th~ :........•............•....•... dri\fe~a;,rernOYil)~larg~f 

.:.••. I()Q;ks ~oit ~oulc:i p@pmobther--:He said th..~theand~t(~)CI~ere putting ro.cksj~the.back~f t~IT6fT\{Q9c:l t~en· .....•................•.......... 

..... .taklnglhemarqundth¢r1Qrtl1 SI(j€1 oflhegarag~ and dumolO them ove.rthes!deoflheJ1!UJ. . I$<:l!dtrathe, •...... 

..• ' ·\111813 Qri inaHydrivil19th@ArVin thepriv~howeverb)(3)C QUld notaJlowhimtoba.ck itupnfJa(th~hW : . 
.. b)(6) said tharonceth~yhadaload. ~backedthe vehicle .towards the edge of the. hill, near the .north side .. 

... .•·oflhegara90:; @ ~cPSAsaldthat the vehicle was10aqecj mQstlyon thefightsideandthelpad was hot equal. . 
·.r@. . I s~id~t1a :;.,@ ~J?tinLied 1(1 backup~r)(:1 abqut.hit aJ~ee .. H~ sClldS:'~P: ~hen co~tjn~edtobaGki;snc:Jg()~.·· 
· ..• toQClo~~)othl:!edgeaodL Iyelleq at hmlHesald~altempteqtoputthevehl\-Je In;;:lforwqrdg~ar. ... .... 
: .. ··He was~i:tcce~sfulanda cel~ra.led hard and turned sharp right ltwas at this tirnethe vehicle rolled over the edge . .. . 
••.. ·.Qf th~)hjll and bot . :.~P:""'" aoothe ATVw.ent overttleedgeanddowntheembankment.e \SClid her.an . ... ·.~ownl9E:~: lanqc~e?kedOn hinlandlhen immediately ran in and notified h.isgrandmothe?@ ... ... ......................•...........•.... : . 

I w~lkedb~~l< upstairswithr l~ndsPoketor@ I···	 .. . .. 

.(;?~Y(J!~9tj;~~@I ..._ . .. i RflPori .OJfiCClr . ....,••-:	 .. ·:·:·Rfi·;\ed-:<'i": .. . ··c··_.. ··· ..,•....• :: -- __ .•..........•..-.,.-- '-:...•..: "_..'.,
 

:L9?Q23./:RIi:I,FSCH~_l1:tDERERIK	 ... J01~Dl/~_g~~._11:O~_ .. _ .. L~~~~_.3 .. 0:.:..•£ ·..3_ ,", _ . 
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LARIMER COUNTY SHERIF.FS OFFICE .•...•.. 
:"	 .. ~.' .: ~ ..

.•.•·.:~~~(d~· at b)(6)had~:o~e·jnSidfOl.andS~idtha@k(;)C~adb~enhurt.'shes.~tihe'~b~Vbl1tside•• ... ... .•.......•.•.........••..
 

.	 ·....a.np to.~nd b~;). :.c lyi,ng on .th (3.. hill pnp that heyva? b.leedi.r)~~rOmhj .. b)(6). . 
... . ... and S81dtna edld notwan.tanambu/ance odor .her tocall911· b)(6)

·th(;lG~nfQrhelp. . . .. ..	 .........•.. .. ..
 

Victims Advocates Introduced 

..... "1(6) ...•.•• ... , .. ·Sa~~(hti~~~~~y~"t~~~~~~fi~~~bi~l~r rV~h~jt~~~~v~c~;~~60~i~~~~~~1~~:~~~::i~~; .. 
neededano b)(6) thanked me .and said that. she WQU. ta .to them. : I infOi'me{:lrmo[ }hatlwould .
 

.. ..bele.aving ttle ~G13nl;l andifll1e.YJw~c:led anything f,lqprtiQnal,ll;eY<::Quldcontact\J.$ i3tlhel..,arinwr CountY··Sberiff'E) .
Office;. .	 . . . .. . .. .. . . 

s;lj~ that ~w~:st~*irj~t.()}}er 
said that she Jan back IllSIde and made 

> .. 

Case Status :.. 

. .• •. ·.Jnacti\l~' . 

····.A!.Iaclln'lents . 

... ..... None.· 

. 

·END9FS\J.PPL,EMENT .•... 
~ 
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....... ' . 
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. ... ~ ...... '. . . ... :.' ",:'. ' •...... ' ..~ :.' ". 
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. '.. '~'" 
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b)(3)CPSA Section 25(c).(b)(6) 
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.... AU~Qp'svreport. continued· 

OPINION: 
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1. Task Number 

090108HCC1308 

3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident 
YR 

810 2008 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint 

The victim, a 29-year-old female passenger, was riding in a utility vehicle on a compacted, sandy, dirt road and she 
was not wearing a helmet. The driver struck a bump, lost control and the vehicle flipped over. The passenger was 
thrown and the vehicle landed on top of her. She sustained a lacerated ~iver, 

and internal bleeding. The driver and another passenger were thrown from the vehicle and they sustained minor 
injuries. The victim was taken to a hospital where she died from her injuries following unsuccessful surgery. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

4 - STREET OR HIGHWAY 

10A. First Product 

5044 - Utility Vehicles 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
YAMAHA MOTOR CORPORATIONNlN: 5Y4AM04Y26A026876 
6555 Katella Avenue 
Cypress, CA 90630 

11A. Second Product 

0 

11 D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 13. Sex 
29 2 - Female 

16. Body Partes) 17. Respondent 
Involved 

79 - LOWER TRUNK 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

o Yes 

24. Review Date 25. Reviewed By 
03/04/2009 9093 

27. Distribution 
Moon, Clarice; Streeter, Robin; Kessler, Charles 

2. Investigator's ID 

8925 

5. Date Initiated 
MO DAY YR MO DAY 

05 25 2009 01 15 

UPC none 

_ 

8. City 

DOSWELL 

1OB. Trade/Brand Name 

YAMAHA/RHINO 

11 B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

14. Disposition 
8 - Death 

3 - 2nd Hand Info Only 2 - Telephone 

21. Case Source 
14 - Death Certificate 

• No o Verbal 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

a fractured pelvis, a spinal cord injury, 

MFR/PRVLBR NOTlFIE~ 

COMMENTS: _YES _NO 
~RRULEO;_ATTACHED~ 

EXCISIONS/FOIA EX~c( : 

~kOTIFY kOTIN 

.)II ~ 'c91 
9. State 

VA 

10C. Model Number 

660 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
59 - Laceration 

18. Type of Investigation 19. Time Spent 
(OperatiOjll Travel)

7 0 

22. Sample Collection Number 

o Yes for Manuf. Only 

26. Regional Office Director 
Dennis R. Blasius 

28. Source Document Number 
0851023018 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 01131/2010 OMB NO. 30410029 
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The information in this report was based on information 
received from the police department and the medical 
examiner's office. Contact with the victims' next-of-kin 
was not permissible. 

On Sunday, May 25, 2008, in Hanover County, Doswell, VA, 
the victim, a 29-year-old female passenger was riding in a 
4-wheeled utility vehicle on a compacted, sandy, dirt road 
which was located on private property and she was not 
wearing a helmet. The weather condition was clear and the 
temperature was 77 degrees. 

The driver, a 27-year-old female and another passenger, a 
26-year-old male were also riding in the vehicle. The 
driver struck a bump/ditch line in the roadway and she lost 
control of the utility vehicle. The utility vehicle flipped 
over and landed in the center of the roadway. The 
passengers were thrown out, but landed on top of the victim. 

The driver's knowledge regarding operation and/or handling 
the utility vehicle was unknown. Prior to the crash, the 
utility vehicle traveled at 35 miles per hour. The driver 
and the other passenger were not wearing any protective 
gear, such as helmets. 

EMS was summoned to the scene and the victim was taken to a 
hospital located Richmond City, VA, where she underwent 
surgery. She sustained a lacerated liver, a fractured pelvis, 
internal bleeding, and a spinal cord injury. Her 
height and weight were not known. Her surgery was not 
successful and she succumbed to her injuries at the 
hospital. 

The driver and the other passenger sustained minor 
injuries. They were taken to the hospital where they were 
treated and released. 

Product: 4-wheeled utility vehicle 

Brand/Year: Yamaha/2006 

Manufacturer: Yamaha Motor Corporation 
6555 Katella Avenue 
Cypress, CA 90630 

Model: Rhino 
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VIN: 5Y4AM04Y26A026876 

Description: green in color 

Condition: maintenance history, bought new or used, and 
prior problems is unknown. 

Modification: unknown 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Police Crash Report and photographs of the utility vehicle. 

2. Report of Investigation by Medical Examiner/Investigator. 

3. Contact Information. 
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FR300P (Rev 910 

Commonwealth of Virginia - Department of Motor Vehicles 

Police Crash Report pages 
• 

ot 1---  -

Crash MM I DO , YYYY, IDay of week M\litary time (24 ~r clock) Counly af crash Official DMV use 

date 10 512 5: 2 0 0 8 Sun 1758 HANOVER 
{;'PP1c.E USE ty'/'-'-( '2 o C,ty of 

Landmark at scene GPS Lal 

o Town of 2 

~ 
Location of crash (roule/street) I;tTS1nr !D nr (i~ 't"n ;SO ft I GPS Long Mila marker nUf""":ber Local r;ase number 

2"
PRIVATE PROPERTY - BULLFIELD ROAD i I 1 I 08-17141 

N S EW Location of crash (roule/slreet) Numbsr of vehicles 2. 

o at intersection with or o mile. 0 feef DODD of 1 
:2i 

~ 
,'i Vehicle No.1 (.:' Vehlcl" No.Z (iJtl'~MO) <1';':' 

'....... Driver ned sceneo I'V,s dr expenence Driller's name (last. first. middle) Oliver lied sceneOIYrs dr. experience :11 

- f;, 
~andn .. o,ddress (street and no ) 

~.. • ••1&:_ ~ 

~ Cltv _ . IState IZIP City ISlate IZIP 21 
"'_"'0;;,."., NY 11222 ~ 

BII11\ IMM i DO I' YYYY Gende Driver'. license number B OLOCOLlstate Birth IMM ( DO ( YYY'I!Gende1 Dflver's license number DOL DCDt[ State 2S 

~ 
dale 02 16 1980 F 380345303 NY date r--: 
~:-''''lrtll:;al motorC~rrJer osame a~ dr~vet Vehicle owner's name (last, first middle) or CommercIal motor carrier []same d5 dr~\Je

(~ 

Addr••s (slreel and no ) T, 

IllP City IState IllP 
23047 ~ 

loTEr~~Veh tyPj Veh year IVeh make 
Veh mooel lon:r J~ , 

:3'3 
Approximate 'l/ehlcle plale numoer ISlate ~!!JEMV type ~~EMV In s.rvlce Approximate ~ repak cost repaIr cost 

000 VIN '34 
! 

I - -----, ."-"'. ·'·~ard no, and class or name 
;15 

-: US. DOT no or VA no. IPlacard no and class or name 't US aOTno or VA no )
e: ':i6Cl:i~~ Q"0 

"'": No of a.'es ITruck tOVer JGVWRQ H).OOO 'nd unde' II;.;! HAZMAT Is Cargo SPill 3~ No of axles ITruck tover IGVWRO 10.000anO und... o HAZMAT IRCargo ,pill ~ 
~ 

~' YO NO 0 '00011026.000 [J OV8,.", Overnde o 10.0011026.000 [J Oversize 8Overrld!l 
,....:.: , ___,Q~.:.!~OOlJ Underride 

·,;1 yO NO 
_~er26,OOa Underrlde I:sT, 

Name of insura;;~e company (not agenl) •Vehlel. no, 1 damage Name of ,nsuranoe company (not agonl) Vahlel. no. 2 damage 

~Check impact area(s) 
Circle Inilial,mpacl ~ 

12 39 

'~'~i~ 
)I 

f- 
I- 
00 

2
'41

90 I] OJ X0 '42eO . 04 X 
I- 

70 iii 05 
.~3 

4 
44 

See back of FR300T X 
Sooed 45 

Lane oir Ele(Qffj crasil lMTillMax sallt X 

~ I:i6 
.,'1""""'''''''- coonl 

1 
Less 6 6·H 118-21 lover 2t 4'X -

,property OWflO"S name ilasl h,.I. middle) and '1ddres,~. .18 
1- ':19' 

AND CAUSED THE VEHICLE TO X 
THE PASSENGER OF THE VEHICLE WAS THROWN AND TRAPPED UNDER THE 

T 
2 

T 
X 

'- 

-,
EMS D;He i.Ji~ jeatt:

18 1.9 20 Names of Inlu,cd {If 'Jeceas8d (}lVe dar~ of dt'!a~Jll :1" oj!~ <: -'!' , !,~l~,ld,n!Yy\ y 

1980 F 3 X GRIFFIN, SARAH, ASHLEY N ! 
I 
I__'_.,0• 1-. 

•1979 F 1 X ZIERKE. ERLENE. MARGARET y 05,25 : 2008 
."----~, , - ,....-.- --,  I --,--_..--  --  '--"--~_.. 
I 

I Q,91 j 2 I X jSYRD {v;RON I N i. j +--_.,...,,-+,- -,_. --  ._- ---- I 

~~
 
~ 

C~!Y 

~Veh tv1 Veh. year Veh make 

~ 19 2006 
Vehicle plate number 

YAMAHAISfate 

NONE VA 

[2~
 

Check impact area(s) 
Circle Iflitial impact 

~ 0
12 

110 
'i'O II X ,821_ 100 

~ 
8390

[~ 80 0 
0 
IJ 

70V8S 

See back of FR300T 

Spellct 

~;re c.r:i3h] l.lmlt JMa)l; ~aft' 

ISlate 
VA
 

Veh, model
 

RHINOATV
 
~~EMV typO~9EMV in SoMoe 

1 3 

UNKNOWN 

Cruh Diagram 

:"":"\"'''';

~ .~ 
..... 
'~'-'~" ., 

COMPACTED SANDI DIRT ROADWAY 
PRIVATE PROPERTY - BULLFJELD ROAD ~~ 

Lane dlr 

W 
.tQcuntPtI" 

Les':> & 6-11 18-21 I~v8r.?~ 6I 
Obrect stn,ck {free, fence. etc) 

ATV, LOST CONTROL OF THE VEHICLE 

. 

11
 

02 ! 16
 

iO i 31
 
1
02 16 .- ++, • 

I i 
---- .!..,. -J j.. .............. i, - -- _..__.".. _.....,......_"""..
-_._---,,~ 

I 
--, ·i-- -- 

0 .•"-. 

Damage to property AfQrO)(lmate repaIr cnst
 
athel' than vet"icle'i 0.0
 
Crash iJe~crlpllun 

DRIVER OF VEHICLE #1, WHILE OPERATING A YAMAHA 
OVERTURN ON THE VEHICLES RIGHT SIDE 
VEHICLE 

C"tenses l:horge1l do.... er 
NONE 

141'2 15 '6
 

1
 
'3 

1 1 X 2 

~ 1 13 X 3
f 

X -,11 7
i 

i 



OffenseHanover County Sheriffs Office 

InCldllnI From Dale lnCldllnI From T,.,.. IlnCldenl Thru Dale [lnClden! Thru Tome Iweatner ~O1 -]101 i Claar 1,,03) Ram 1,05! W,ndy 
(02) Cloudy 1041 Snow ,901 Un'no....,05-25-08 I1758 i 05-25-08 2008	 ~ 1911 Orlle, 

Narrative: 

The victim sustained fatal injuries after being involved in an ATV crash on private property. 

(09) Drug Store (16) PiI/1(ing lot/Garage (26) Ooc1or/HospitalLocation CqdI ,.1 11 10 1 I' I I ~Cll!on Cod. 
(10) FieldlWood. (19) Renlal Storage (27) Veterinarian Office 

~'-;;;jp;;;;;;;;;;;-_-==:':::"'-:=='=~' (01) Airl8uafTrain Term'l(02) Bank/S&UFinancial (11) Gov't Building UnilS (28) ATM Machine 
(12) Grocery Slore (20) Realdence/Home (29) Park/Recreation
 

(n 01". .. Burglary end Location il (04) Church

, 91PrIlf!1!HI c= ](03) BarlTavrn/Nght Club 

(13) Highway/Road/Alley (21) Restaurant (30) Fasl Food 
HoleVMolel or Renlal SiorageU,.I)_ (OS) Commercial/Office (f4) Hotel/Motel (22) School/College (31) Truck Stop 

(15) Jail/Detention(06) Construction Site (23) Service/Gas Sta~on (98)
 
(W ofn. I. Burglary) F/N
 
EorC9d En'ry { No EQfC' 

D (07) Convenience Store (16) Lak8lWaterway (24) Specially Store Other 
(99) unknown~-~(1 7) Liquor Store (08) Department Store (25) ShecfUnaltached 

D
 ~fViii--au-,
 (20) I(nne/Culling' Instrument (70) DrugatNarcollc&'Sleeping pin. 
(30) Blunt Object/Club (85) Asphyxiation(01) Unarmed 
(35) Motor Vehicle (11) FlrearmlUnspecilied 

(90) Other .(40) Personal Weapons (hands. feel, etc.) (12) Handgun a (SO) Poison(13) Rine 
(60) Explosive. (95) Unknown(14) ShOlgun 
(65) Incendary Device/Firll(15) Other Firearm 

pOint 01 EnkY/Ex" (04) Allie (09) Balcony/Fire Escape (14) Roof Skylight (21) Upper Level 
(00) None (OS) VenVA,C. (10) Attached Garage (15) Hidden Within I_IL--I 
(01) Front (06) Window (fl)Wali (18) Ceiling (90) Other 
(02) Rear (07) Door If2) Vehicle (19) Ground Level 
(03) Side (08) Patio/Sliding Door (13) Floor (20) Pet Door ,	 (99) Unknown 

~	 TyPt Criminal Actlyhy (B) Buying/Receiving (0) Operating/Promoting/Assisting 
(USIf Only Fat: Counlerffliting, SIoIfln (C) Cultivate/Manufr/PublishiProduce (P) P058l1sslngiConcealing 
Propetfy. Drug cquipmflflt or Gambling (D) Distributing/Seiling m TransportfTransmlt/lmportD o 0 VlOIat#otl5. PornographylObscene Malflrial, or (E) Exploiting Children (U) Using/Consuming 
Weapon Law Violation Of/eosft) 

(90) UnknownStcurltx !VRt (04) Camera (09) Ughl8, Ext 
(00) None	 (05) Dead Boll (fa) Lights. Int (91) Other _I (01) AlanniAudio 

1 I,---I1.--	 lO~ DogI	 a Fence 1"1 Locked12 Nei~Watch 
03 BarsIG rate (08) Guarcl 13 Unl ed

1021 AlanniSilent 

Hpw L'I! Scen.7	 How lin SCln,? t3! Foot (91) Other _04 Mo ed a Van10 I 1 I l0'l AUlD	 tlrnd 

05 Mororeycle 90 Unknown02 Blcyde 

BiM MOllyaUoQ	 BfU Mollyallon (23) Anti-Protestant (41) Anti·HomosexuailMale 
(86) None (No Bias)	 (24) Anti-Islamic (Moslem) (42) An~-HomosexuaVFemale 
(11) Anti-Whllll	 (25) Anti-Qlr Religion (43) Anti-HomOSllxuaVMale II Female 
(12) Anti-Black	 (Buddhism, Hjn~iam) (44) Anti-Heterosllxual 
(13) Anti-Am Indian/Alaskan Native (26) Anti-MUlti-Religious Group (45) Anti-BiSllxuai 
(f41 Anti-Asian/Pacific Islander (27) Anti-Atheist/Agnostic (51) Anti-Physical Disabilily (15 Anti·Multi·Racial Group 

(3f) And-Arab (52) Anti-Mental Disability (21) Anti-Jewllh 
(32) Anti-Hispanic (90) Unknown ISUSPllCl's molivation (22) Anti-Catholic 

" 133) Anti-Other EthnicityiNalional Origin not known) 

DIap ~ OIap Dele M'thod of Entrx ('0/)
 
Thrown Obisc\. Sri< Blk:Rck '2' I
~ ------- qSmash or Break Glass (01 '.'Q~~~klel)~;~8~n R~~~~~i~~ ~,;~eisT~; 41 Tools 122)


(CA) Cleared by Arresl ~ Cut Removed Glass i02) Y-<ey 109) ~ E,ploslve';ncendlar~ '16) . Unkncwn ,90)
 
H.',tCO) Cleared Other ~ Bodily Force (03) HUnladed! '0) False Pretenses i 17) Other Force (97)
 

IUF) Unfounded HPried Doo"Wltloow (04) Li Hdl! Insde :.'11 ~ Cut Screen (18)
 
(PO) Pending (fA) InaClive L~" CAue::'KonvocedkadDooHrO;Wle:r,,'~~)w 105) ..... Adm,red by • ,et,fr, 121 .... Smash and :Jlab '9: Cl Other Force '9 7 1
 

--' I; i j ~'\ arm 9,fcaSSt"'t1 'J, I l,"JhwH~
 

~ 
U'1:J	 ,.. 

elr ~ :.8.l S5;i;i'~ -::'T-ra""':dt-m-at":"k-'''7(-,';''") .,. ,- ~	 r ~ ___I~~~_'_'"_':I_"._'r_f-_,"._l'_·_,:

AI Ceal/lol C<llender " A!laoced Sale .H ['<.at 'l(j P~,~"e f,I,I"n :';-',la!>lc ,",;'Ii' Neell :':'_~"',ng ~ 'J'Hld \o'et-, .~e
 

BJ p f",M~"l __ lOll Decl'"eel ~. F',IS~lilJt1t Mate~es : Per,B'led Se, Act E,pcsBlj i..,j',.ar<ctat,zeu Fla('lsad~.t~(J
jI	 H.'Arladled Vend I,lach
 
rCi Ellradition Declined ,. 81,-"'a'.ed \},cr,m Had L,~a"'our 8' Sel F"e H.'.'~OO P He .. C1Sfl
 
101 !i.el,rn Relus8sl0 Cooperall ' a_"u'" ~~Ic_llm- • ImperSQral'an Prsl;J",js ! SubSTance Use yUn,soJa] L',l'lQ Slay
....

lEI JUli8nolt. No Custody : ~ons''''u:'e Fo,-~'Orl"L '''lUted V,CI'''' fh'edlened l..." Un lIuSl:ed f;"el
 

- .. A>' , ;'J"'elry .• Lilt! I,lessago Neill 
IRDefecated InSide	 rr (',,~p, 
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Suspec'
Hanover County Sheriffs Office 

CASE' \CAO"	 ID Suspect D Runaway 0 MISsing Porson I 0 Habllual Runaway I 0 5choOI Employoe o Siudent 

08-17141 
Susot 01 Rei VIti Lasl Name	 First Name 

E'(iJ,ct Age or Age Range II! 11(} 006)006c WIBillA/U I~ D al/F/U 1 (TO 

I Home Suesl Name C"y, Sialo, lip	 Horne PhoneHome 51r881 • 

City, Stalo, Zip	 WOI' PhonoWork Streel • W",' S~ool Name 

E"lJ1oyer I Schoel Narre ~e?lt"~ 01 Country 01 Cbzenshtp 

OLN SSN	 IAJlMlIOLS 
1 ....ln2 

I n IUSpoct ,•• )uvenll•• 1m In ptIrwnullUarOl8n Inlo"""lIon,..... ,Qhl InOQ/l 'lII'1jOl ~ • Halr/EV· I SMT TYRt l.!!£!1!2l! 
--~--_·_------T--------101 Both \071 Lower Right IBL~ Black 10'1 Scars !02 Front \08 Upper RIghI 1, iBLN Blonde/Strawberry 1102 Marks Relabonshop I~rlt'l, YIN 0 

103 Back 109 LaN 
04 

r-:--:----I-::-:---:---1 ~'BL, Blue 1,,03\ Talloo 
i0-4 Lower "0 Lowe( Lat1

We'Q'l ''>W '""0·: I' Wetqhl '"'0' '-"0·\ i~IAY ~~~~n \05) ~~~~~it,ons 

I 
(05 UPP.8( 11 Upper Let1 

IGRN Green IFuU Name (COmpl.... RI'4al8d NIrn. rlCOlUl106 Righi 190) Unknown 
iRED Red 

~;>"'""",--:---"""-----i iWHI While (91) Olher,_ 
~l~ D iH Hazel 

lIVO.~,O~':I, ~';"';';S~/~P:....:/~O:,:,f ':O~'~U:.._=:::ts~;;:Y:;;;------1e;;;;P;;;---""'- ------------1Helabonsrup Wilh''0 IHa,r ("~'M	 Skin Ton' Body Part I 
/"""'" r--:---1 (ALB) !01 ,g f~~row )~~l ~~:'derAfblno Ankle 

u 1k-....."...,.... ...-o:;~1 =:-1=41 (ORK) Oarll g~ ~~~ (1. FinRer /26 Stomach.AbdfTliLJ
Ey.~ 1--'1,--, -I----IIMEO) Medium 104 Breastlij ~~ehead 127 T~:~BunonLi_ (FAR) Fair/Light (05 Bunocks 17 Groin 28 Th'gh 

t------'---- --,------- 
--,s:blkjii:nliJQiiin;.--~====~ (OLV) Olive l~ ~~::Torso 1~ ~:~ \~g +~gue Aolabonslljp !lIVOS N D 

WIlh? Y /;:l [" l (RUO) Ruddy I(OB Chin 120 Knee !3t Wrisl 
, I	 '09 ear 2 L 90 U k 

__.. _•." .... . ~< ••,___ -.1...-__ "0,, __,. _ 

[ 
_,..., ...;;,;'.;;;-_=I....;;,;::.-~ (OTH) Other 1110 Elbow i2~ L~ i n nown 

Full Name !(.omelete a RfHatlid Narr:e tl8("..()(dl~	~ H/N/U i i lill Eye,E,,,hd :n!Nec' (91)Olher 

~	 l-I 

PtlY'lcalt~t'IIC"rI. 

(. all ttlal iIWIy! 

l1ImIIIIQ[ 

Angry 
Ap'Jlogoue 
C;\im 

D,!O tHzlan'I90 
E,T'(',' r!n~ 

lUJllonOit 

,'HtfVCUS 

Polito
 
PrC·1I:'5SolQf"1I
 

V,ollltfli
 

OI,"nQul''''nll ChalK 

~<:r Q Po(~r"",'. 
Bow UlQQod 
D·", ",'Oiled 

,	 : ·t(,'!FK1 ~j: .,je 

~" ~'" • ~'CfJ" .. -t' > r 

..... ·1 .. ." ~ W"o,j .1'.' ',1 .~~ 

d'.I.J"tl ,p "'..1 "''' 

1.1 ,':>1, 

"	 i~~~~1 ~'r,~ S~aI 
I	 5trll,;' 10 tJ5 

Lcd.' ". ",,:~r .~".\ ,:,;r 
u"loomct D V"", ... \J;ed~ : ,ur-Ii,. ;""~'<A 'iu~S.(';, 
" '. '9 1,,)i1"'l ,jl :'L.~ .~ .. 

UtI 

:~;;~"'td1 
(".alaraa... F,ft'l'!y 

j Cr;,;ssod 
, ~)dr!J'f8"r ,:",Iors 

i"	 P,:tlc"'8d ~ 
Blood 
BtO'.",'CrJC'.. 8d 
~~cc: ..oo 

.	 ",ery l.:..lI'J"ll" ~ 

fGlII.J:1II[ 

:::~: ~~:IO. 

~ 
Beilld. fh'" 
L.owe' IIp 
Mustscne 
Mustache. Handlebat 
Unsha'Wen 

~ ff--Receding/Thrn 
Short 
Shoulder 

R
~
 
Aho 

rl ~~~:~'" ':,"J >jj..,j,;1!" "~i

d~~::'_~~': .,i .• ~j 
...- .. , \V,r'~ 

qV' '''" '.\<" .! 
..J Pe,r',';\il 

n Sh;1lr.,rt 

8~~~~"~'Je 

tliDlIIll 

~ 
Ant>ide.trou, 
Lon 
RighI 

~ 

Grassel

BSunglasses 

SpttctyVO!q 
Fore;grvAccenl 
Lisp
 
MUmlJlo'
 
NOllhern
 
Pour Ef10~{~h
 

5de"'"
 
~..'HJftiWhl spur
 

~ Soulho,"
 
'irrglt Ti1I~


t 5',,\1." 
I ''J 'ji~lar C1'",!;'r,(j 

~~~:~~~,~ ~jh't~ ',~ 
• ,:.1>; )I',J H',t .. ,,;~. 

,~, .. ,...,; ~ .. '~r'O'i"'! ~ 

J 
11 
u 

, , 
j 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
l 

J 

o 

o 
o 
iJ 

Weapon Caliber/Gauge 

Mode or Travef 

WeaDonTm 
IOlj Unam18d 
',02) Wpn Allogodd"'l'iied 
(l ') Fireafm1)nspoclfled 
112) Handgun 
(131 R'fte 
i 10) Sholgun 
, ?5) O1her Firearm 
I 16} ~nlfe/CuITl"Q l"slrU(T\Qnf 
:101 Blunt Otllect'C:ub 
J5,1 ·'¥'tolor ';ohlde 
.1-0; Hands.,F=eSl"FlsIs 

I P9r'iCrlal Won) 
110' ~)C"$rJf1 

~,o; E,pl('.'-j,l\-e, 

(65) Fi'o/lncendiorV O.,ico 
1701	 Natcobc;s,O'UIlIi 

Sleeping Pilla 
(85) A,p~Yllabon 

Ig5) Unknown 

(90) Oll1e, 

Weapon Feature 
,oq Small Frame 
:C2j \49dtum Frame 
,03) l"~. Frame 
i04) Blue 
:51 Cl"trC>fT\8
 
(161 Slawl\)'i.s Srf."91
 
90~ .n",r:l),i(r, 

,9" Jrl'ler 

AI (\,illh."ppyi ~ "JafCCflCS Seller "l'SBf 

I~ ~ssaullod Pol,co D~cr ., Probably Ar'"'ed 

I ~ HISIGry 1)1 Fles,lsLng ~ Subl;8r9J....-I 
I	 HIVJlr"6'~IC'LUI lJ Sw,cdiW 'PendaflCQ' 

Me"'lally L:l"lSlilbll 

o':-lafllJ Atf Iialion 
; oIW""10 1'1 "",arne~ 

Arntlod? 0 Yes o No COurl Date
 

At.....od by: 0 Hanover SO i0 CCREiJOI'
 

i 



VictimHanover County Sheriffs Office 

11'0, vicpm i' rgl'led 10 IOIIis;lJ on,n" SlIQ ,? ~1 D D D D D D D D D 
Enler ofns sequence number(s), ~ 

Country or CitIzenship 

USA 

Work P~one 

! Other Inlormalton 

IC,ly, SI,'e, ZiP 

Occu~alltJn I Grade LlJve! 

Wor~ Sireel , 

ErT'1)loysr,. SChool Name 

~ 'r\Jl IHI HIspanIC l!..!J N Non·Hispanic 

Vlcl!rn Inlva 
(N) None 
(M) Apparent Minor Injury 
(B) Apparent Broken Bones 
(I ) Possible Internal Injury 

I 
~ 
u 

C~-'] 
:iwJg 
lIII 

SIIIII [, SYIII 
'7 IS 

:illIQ 
III 

I I I 
[-:~-I 

L0 

R,III!on.hlp 0' thle victim to IUlpecll 
Within Femlly 
(SE) Victim was Spouse 
(CS) Victim was ComlTl(ln-Law Spouse 
(PA) Victim was Parent 
(SBI Victim was Sibling 

(Brother or SiSler) 
(CH) Victim wu Child 
IGP) Victim was Grandparent 
(Ge) Victim was Grandchild 
( IL ) Victim was In-Law 
(SP) Victim was Stepparent 
(SC) Victim was Stepchild 

(ll Severe Laceration 
(T) Loss 01 Teelf1 
(U) Unconsclousne.. 
(0) Olher Major Injury 

(55) Victim was Stepsibling (Brother or Sister) 
(OF) Victim was Other Family Member 
(VO) Victim was Offender 

Ou/llde Family But Known to Victim 
(AO) Victim was Acquaintance 
(FR) Victim was Friend/Roommate 
(NE) Victim was Neighbor 
(BE) Victim was Babysm.. (The Baby) 
(85) Victim was Baby,iner 
(BG) Victim was Boyfriend/Girlfriend 
(CF) Victim was Child of Boyfriend/Girlfriend 
(HRl Victim was Homosexual Relationship 
(XS) Victim was Ex-Spouse 

(EE) Victim was Employee 
(ER) Victim was Employer 
(AT) Victim was Attomey 
(Cl) Victim was Clergy 
(OK) Victim was Otherwise Known 

No' Known by VIctim 
(ST) Victim was Slranger 
(RU) Relationship Unknown 

Complete Circumstance blocks QtfbY if offense is Aggravated Assault. Homicide, Simple Assault", or Intimidation" ("Circ must be 02). 

Aoo A&IllI!'l'Hoaicg AQG AtllulliHomlcldl 1211l1Jl) Negllgenl M,nst,ughlll' 11 mg} 
QrCllITJjljlllCi ! (01) Argument (07) Mercy Killing (30) Child Playing with Weapon 

(02) Assauh On Law Enl Officer (08) OIhBr Felony Involved (31) Gun·Cleaning Accident 
(03) Drug Dealing (OS) Other Circumslance. (32) Hunting Aceid.", 
(04) Gangland (10) Unknown Clrcumslance. (33) Other Negligent Weapon HandOng 
(05) Juvenile Gang (34) Other Negligenl Killing. 
(06) lover's Quarrel 

JU8tjftahft H°aJC!dI JUIII!!lbf' Homlcldl 
Clrg,l!D5larlcn (A) Criminal Anacked Cop and lhat Cop Killed (C) Criminal Attacked a Civilian (F) Criminal ReSisted Arrest 

Criminal (D) Criminal Anempted Flight From a Crime (Gl Unable to DeterminelNot Enough [J) 
(8) Criminal Attacked Cop and Killed by (E) Criminal Killed in Commission of a Information 

Another Cop Crime 

Complele Law Enforcement blocks Qtn.Y if victim is a law Enforcement Officer. 

Lg EoforcefTWnt Actootv Law Enforcem'nt ActiVity (04) Attempting Other Arrest (08) Ambush· No Warning 
(01) Responding to Disturbance Calls 105) Civil Disorder (Riot, Mass Disobedl (OS) Menially Deranged 
(02) Burglary in Pr~ress Or Pursuing Burglary 1(8) Handling, Transporting, Gusl of (10) Traffic Pursuit or Slaps 
(03) Robbery in Pr~ress Or Pursuing Robbery 1071 Investigating Susp Persons 191) All Other 

\..Iw EnfO"i'rnt"' ASSignment IGI One Man Assisted IF) Other Alone IOff· Duty, On Fool, ) 
Ai TNO Man VehIcle (0) Non·Un~orm Alone (Delectlve. ) (0) Other Assisted 

IB) One M~n Alone (E) Non·Uniform ASlisied (Detective 

I------------------···-·... -·--- ~-_._-----_._----- _ 

----.--.-.~ 'T..--,.""--"-. ~.~ ".~-.-.,,"-. --..- ..••----.-- _- ~.~ 

I :::lal" 

J 



Related Names
Hanover County Sheriffs Office 

D~CA'!'IIS""E'!!"'."',c~A6~'!""10-8---1-7-1-4-1-----1 

C~untry 01 CIIJzen· 

USA 

SufhJC 

WOIk Phone 

Home Phone 
·1"

(L) Law Enforcement (5) Society/Public 
IR) Religious Org 

(L) Law Enlorcemenl (5) SocletylPublic 
(R) Religious Org 

IG) Government 
(I) Individual 

Furlhor Info 

Driver of ATV 

(G) Government 
(I) Individual 

Further Info 

Rear Passen er of ATV 

1 E:-.:act Age or Age Range ii' no [)()Bl , ~_za __ ._ (TO ~_ 

(B) Business 
IF) Financial lnst 

(B) Business 
IF) Financial Inst 

Occupation / Grade level 

:02-16-80 

OLN (,, dl".... 'rom .8n) 

:~ [lJ' (C) Complainant 
I I 1 Informational 
(W) Witness 

(C) Complainant 
Informational 

(W) Witness 

W/BIl/AIU/:aa 0 MIFIU 

~ 

D ( I) 

~ 
Last Nama 

~ BI.lilI 0~~ 

~ 
Herre Street" 

~ 'No'~ Slre81 , 

~ E"Vloyer Seno", N.".,e:.: 

SSN 

Ho~ St,ee, Na",

Work S~eel Name 

I 

i 

~""". 
(B) BuSiness (5) Society/Public(G) Government {L) Law Enlorcement0 IF) Financial Inst (I) Individual (R) Religious Org 

Rrst Nam. SoJl1ix 

DOB IExact Age or Age Range" no DOlI) ,Ethn,c 0 !Hl HispaniC . IU) unk 

IMiddle Name 

N Non h'8paroC(TO ) , 
Apll CIl)'. Stale, Zip Home Phone 

! Cit-" State, Zip ! Work Phone 

I Occupalion I Grade Level 
I 

r~er~7l\ D Ifn';~n'rl 01 Cil'len 

OlN lit dlHOl'S jrom ssnl I Funhe' Inlo 

ICI Complainant 
( I) Informational ,B) BUSiness I G) C>overnmeni iLl Law Enforcement 
,WI W'tness F) Financial I/1S! ,I'r IndiVidual ,RI ReligiOUS Orll 

l .l~~ ••. 1··...' 

• I 
[_acl Age .:;r Ags RanQ& '.1(, ~~)

W B I A U,"-iu:- MiF!U 
I L_J ,TO ..._ I 

I''''
 
~r-w_:_,._~;._,rc_'e_'_:._::___;__:_--....,-C-,.-S-"-...--'"_''''_ne !""'"_--:__~_''_:'':"._;.,i_:._:_~__""_ ....."..,-c,-.-"-.-',;_nv__.... ~ 
~,g ,,,,,,.. ", ", '..1C'~ .0 " i. ,.1. r·... I,t,~e'u l...",,", A I,:",~' "', .''C ..

I 



----

r .... \c,\D): 

08-17141 

Krpon I)_II' 

05:25/08 

Offier' ';amr 

rvU·. li 111:) 

1'(" 

O..D9 

If.llo;.~ 

I 

lul.l P.C"" 

1 

ome" Inlu.ll, 

~lTT 

""up,".ll1tU.b. 

~ 

IL.-- ~ _ SECTION ~ - SUMMARY" 

On Sunday, :\1ay 25,2008, I responded to Hanonr Fire & EMS Company #4 to innstigate an 
ATV accident that occurred on private property at the end of Bullfie.Jd Road. II pon arrival I found that 
the victim of the accident was in unstable condition and was being transported to MCV Hospital by Med
flig~t. I found that the,re were three in~ividuals on the A~..... ~f ttlhe incident. The driver of the,. imee o.~

"'ehlcle was ~'8);front right passenger was~);and the rear cargo
 
passenger was..'r._' ,lIP'). '.. . ,
 

I spoke wit~'hileat Company #4........ated that the three of them were riding 
around in the ATV when . . truck a bump in the road and lost control of the nhicle. The ATV then 
began to flip onto its side an . as thrown from the vehicle onto the ground. The ATV then 
flipped o"'er, landed and pinne underneath the ATV••b~·as thrown from the vehicle and 
sustained only minor cuts, scrap'es and bruises. 

I then responded .....r_ to speak with the drh'er of the vehicle. Upon arrival I 
observed the "'ehicle in question being moved off of a trailer by f. I spoke wit~ 

who stated that she was the driver of the ATV and that while traveling down a dirt road she hit a bump 
in the roadway and lost control of the vehicle and the vehicle flipped over. While speaking with her I 
smelled a slight odor of alcoholic beverage about her person. She stated that she had a couple of beers 
about two to three hours ago. She stated that the accident happened around 1800 hours and she had not 
had anything to drink since the crash. [then asked her to perform several field sobriety tests at 1900 
hours. The first test I offered was the alphabet test. [asked her to recite the letters O-V; she stated 
E,F,G,H,I,K,L - V. I then administered the HGN test and observed only a distinct and sustained onset of 
nystagmus at maximum deviation in both eyes. The third test was the one-leg stand and she did this test 
with no clues observed. The forth tes't was the walk and turn. She performed this test and only failed to 
touch heal to toe on step seven forward. I then offered her a Preliminary Breath Test and she blew a 
.067. I photographed and obtained information on the ATV. 

I then responded to the location of the accident on Hullfield Road. I obsernd a compacted sand 
roadway where the vehicle had overturned. I measured 184' of tire marks on the surface of the roadway. 
I found that the ATV crossed a ditch line then lost control to the right, crossed back across the roadway 
to the left, crossed back across the roadway to the right and the overtu rned in the center of the roadway. 
I marked and photographed the scene. ' 

I then responded to the Sheriff's Office and received a call from Investigator Ferrell with the
 
Medical Examiner's Office. She informed me tha~edied during surgery and was
 
pronounc~~~.
fa .......oolr. Iglesias at 2008 hours. T~s taken to the :vIedical Examiners Office for
 
"'iewing~sustained a lacerated liver, fractured pelvis, internal bleeding and a spinal cord
 
fracture. .,....
 

An Office lise Onl)' FR300, After Action Report, and IRR were completed. 



VehiclE 
Hanover County Sheriffs Office 

'_"'SE , (CAD') ~ Suspect Vehlci'G r)(lln!Or''T'lal~naJ Vehicle
D Seq' ~ 500' u108-17141 

I I 
License Type ITM) Temporary
 

N/A (CI) City Owned/Munic,pal ill) 01her
 MIiI.
 
1-,- -:-::--.,..- --1 IDX) Handicapped
 rACUR,i A.CUl3 Gf:.O) GeO' IllNCi l.Jnc~n ~AA: 5'Mb 

,AUOI) Aud. HOI "arley 'MAZD; ~..1azda ,srR~l Sa1U/nTag Siale I Tag Vear (DL) Independent Dealer iOMWI BMW II-'ONOI HO"O. ,ME RZ~ M,1t1)d., ,SL.BA: SuharuN/A N/A (MC) Motorcycle BUIC) !l<J'''k tH'r'UNl HYlJt'ld.. YERC, ....rrury SUll; S"'ltJli;, 
(PC) Passenger Car ,CADII Cadrllac dNFI) !,,"Inlll ,MITSI ""t."t>.~, : tavT', To,cra 

~.Jc'n'. TVOl 1 (TK) Truck/Commercial Only CHEVl Ct'1!.f;iI..-mlel ISU, J$UZt.I ~ISSJ "-Aluan \lOl,(,1 ',{,;.kswa,.,w,; 
ICHAY) Chr',91-er IJAGUI •.19U" OLOS; OdsmoboiS 'ICL VI VClvO 
DAIMI D...~alSu rJEEP] ;Olljl p~ Y,\4i P;~rmlJm VAMA, ""'aft'.]ha 

, (UK) Unknown] 

I-----~:::::::::.j ,aOOG,D'''lQe ,I(AWAi Jo(aW3s.a~1 PONT, Pcr;!la.c: GK~.~ Ur~"'r:-:..-.m 

-~~77~=---;--------I ,FORO' Ford \"<tA) r(11 P'.;)RS! Poruroe ;o~ .... ~ Orner 
I,'Vehicle TV" ,._--, I' Vehicle Slyle 'GMCI GMC l,lEX, LOllU!l 

(01) All Terrain Vehicle (20) 2-00or 
(02) Bus (H8) 3-0oor 

v,nlde TvPl (004)) CGaO~ Cart (40) 4-000r j1f-,.-ftJft-.---------·-----------'"'--- 
( 5 " I(LL) 4-Wheel Drive ..........
 

I o I 1 I (06) Moped (UT) Cargo IALU) Aluml"um 10RK) Dark IPLE) Purple 

QO ~!_] (07) Motorcycle 'IICV) Convertible II :~~;i ~:.e :g~~\ g~~~ :=~~ :: 
(08) Recreational Vehicle (2H) Hatch Back. 2-Door IBLUI Blue IGRN) Gr....n (SIL) S'lver[ 

t
y;;;;----liM~-;::=====::::;j (09) Truck (4H) Halch Back, 4-Door I !BRl) Bro"zo ,LAy) la.,endor ITAN) r...,
 
Vear ) Mill (10) Van (VNJ Minivan IIBAOI Bra_ IlBll L,~hr Blue iTAQ) TurQUo'se
 

,..2,..0_0_6 ..J-_...::~_....:;:._.~_-_.i_,~;;;.,=I_A_J"'i ~:n U~~;:rwn :~~~ ~~s:;ger :g~: g~=lage :~;':il ~~~~~~..., :~E~ti ~;t~~ 
.. "'odel (SW) Stalion Wagcm (CPR) Copper !MUll """",color IUKN) Unk"o"",
 

ICRM) Cream lONG) Drango
 
(OT) Other
 IDBl) Dark BI~. PNK) P,"k 10TH) Oltler _Rhino 

(OGR) Dark Gr....n (PAM) P"mer 

:J 

~~w.".,u I~@] ."," 1~~~9 ~O":_'::':~~'-~;_, 
I Home. SlreeJ&.., Ho,mo." 51reel Na".,. 1101' Cli Siale Zip "_~. " 

MI!~!--~~L::.;::-= ------1.-~7~.!I~It~IO~II~\~.!rr~.•~~I"~'~I~L~- ~~_0; Work Sireel , Work S~ ..l Name IC,ly 54ate, Zip IWQtk Phone ==-------1 

~Iatus LJale0tfenS8. (E) Evidence (01) None (04) DamagediOeslroyedlVandalized (0) OtheriVictim 'Ieh 
(R ) Recovered (02) Burned (06) Seized/Evidence 
(S ) Stolen (03) Counlerleite&Forged (99) Unknown 01 05-25-0801 

Locallon Sireet I Other Junsdcbon Ilocallon Slr",,' Name l~tI ICity, Slale. Zip 

~;. I Damage Amoun1 elre""",ta",," E.u1lIlII 
An'en";> MeUonai H'Qr.-R,se oOther 
Ca""",. snell l(J.W-~I•• 

Cljstom, DetaliSIJcket'S luggage Rack 
CUlt om MiIQ Whe&f' NQ~IY 
CIJIS!Cf'fl. ~ur:Jl. Raised .l=fL:;l!11 E.r'1d 
,;",,5101"'1, SI~Ij:"15 

R ilJSfK2 ~~ ..ar End 
Cu~l1)n"il-.d r IOf)'S-unroof
Dor.mall'¥e Pat"1 Vinyl ROOf 
[)rl\, WnltnQ'BuSlf"leSS logo 
~,'lOc-d PLlInioDlt1er o()lh", 

I Jat" 

: S-~2" -rJK
i 
, -;J:e 



Vehicle 
Hanover County Sheriffs Office 

i)(1lnfotmar~naJ Voh,'cle 
~Seq' _u_1_ 

tGEO} Gee 
,HD) t-"I;:I.ti:ey 

I,HGNO, Hcoda 
,HVUNI Hvw'\d'" 
:IN~I: lnflMlti 
ISU) ISUZlJ 

\JAGU, ":ac;J"'. 
(JEEP) JU8() 

l'fC..AWAI t<awas...l1l.1 
\I(IA~ Kia 
lEX) LOtuS 

~ LINC] Lncoln 
MAIO,~ Mazda 
ME RZ: "'ereede. 
"'ERG: ....rcuty 

,MiT 51 l,l,tSubos/1, 

'-'SS) "" ....n 
OlOS, Oldlmot>'o 
Pc VM, Plyrnoul~ 

PONT) Penhac 
PQRS, POIse"', 

,SAA) Saab 
S'7'~N/ S,)~UI" 

,SLJ6A) Sub.iJ.rv 
,SUZI) Su,u" 
l TovT; 'l"o'tc!a 
'0'0",,\ '''f';:'f''S¥W;t~f;''''· 

'v'ClVl Velva 
.....AMA} V3,,,'a",, 
UKN) U""""U;W'"' 

,OT,,! Olnor 

(DRK) Dalk 
(GlD) Gold 
(GRYI Gray 
(GRN) Green 
ILAV) Lav.nder 
(lBLI LIght Blue 
(LGR) Ug~l Green 
(MAR) Maroon 
I MULl Mullicolor 
lONG) Orang. 
PNK) Pink 
[PRM) P"mol 

(PLEI Purlllo 
[RED) Red 
IRST) Rust 
ISILl Siver 
(TAN) Tan 
ITRQI TurQUo,se 
(WHllWhlIo 
IVELI Vella.. 
\UKN) Unkna"" 

\OTHIOll1o, 

City, Slate, ZIP 

(01) None 
(02) Burned 
(03) CounterleitediForged 

City, Slat., Zip 

Occupabon 

""'t. C,ty,Slale lip 

localton Sitael Name 

(E) Evidence 
(R ) Recovered 
(S) Stolen 

Locallon Siteel • 

liu ~ al/F/U 

01 

tfen$8. lei",", 

oOther 

!ltD

8insde 0' lhe Car 
IX. rho ::>Cor 

oOt/ler 

QJl2!I

8LaCked 
Unlodled 

[] Other 

Valuo 'Damagor;;;;ou"i' _.__ ._..._...,_._.. t--';:C~I",=U""=U1:::IIC=-e::.:---"T"---;F;:'='I~y::,":::---....,r------...l.--'"T--.l--:::p-I/D-III......=---....r-----------1 
AnlannaiAdditional HiQIl RI"" For. Dama~ 

Cao"T"Pr Shell I..O¥l,AI.. Fron' 
CUltam, DecaIiStid<.... LU\lQage Rad< Hood 
Cuslom, Mag Wheel, Noisy YIS.Slng PartSiA(G9SS 

CU6tOm. Murals Ralillifld F"Otl( E. rd Paml 
Custom. Strip.,. Ra,.s&d Reat End Roar 
Custo",,"od T IOp.'S,,""'''! SIde, R'Il~1 
Decorati.... Pa,,"' IJrn~1 ROOJ SHoe. leI! 

DIrty Wt!lrnQ-'81J5.r.OU LOQo lOCI 
Fade<! Pili'" W'r>dc'..oOther 

Slate' 

I :Jale 

, -::J!& 

• I AD.) 
08·17141 

L1ceoHTW' (TM) Temporary 
N/A IGI) City OwnedlMu,nicipal (Zl] Other 

1-::-,,----...,.-:--:':'------; "DX) Handicapped 
Tag Slate ITag Year lOLl Independent Dealer 

N/A , N/A ~~2i~~t~~Z~~Car 
(.leen.. TXllt	 I I \TK) TrucJkiComme,,;ial Only
 

L~ (UK) Unknown
 



15. WOr1(ing in roadway 
17 Slanding in roadway 
18 Lying in roallway 

4 ~off 
5 Unknll'il1 

.. lrIfIIc ...... -'III? 
HIS 

WIft_ 
1 Acti'/! 

UgIIt~ 

1. Dawn 
2. OayIiglt 
3. 0u!II 

rJlllIf lDcIItr 
1. School 
2. ChurcII, 
3. P1aygroond 
4 Open country 

WCIIil_ 
1 Yes 

.......,....... 
1 !ilrai;'-lMI 
2 ClM - lMI 
3 Gradt-~ 
4 GfIllt - ClMw 

.......,....
1 DIy 
2 WI! 
3. Snowy 

.......,..... 
lNodelactl 
2 Holes. lIAs. IuT'4IS 
3 SoIl 01 iolr slloulder 
4. Unde!_ 

..... 
1. Corter. 
2 Blacklop, asDIiall. 

biluminoos 

2 f;~irer r.rllilQllef 
3 [raffi/: signal 
4. SIr-' sign 
5 S,OOI or warning sign 
F: lri-:fit, lanes matted 
7 No J)aSSlrIQ lines 
8.Ylllld~ 
9. One way road 01 stllllll 

Police Cr\;iSii Ke!1~!'\ 
'i. ':."l.\llun does not apply, enter ~n 'X".• It an answer is unknow'" enler a 'U' or appropriate number •. O:nE( e,plaln 111 crash des:rlpllon FR300T (Rev 9103) 

c ...,..... .•• .- ~ v..._I,:.,.~~ ~a~;~n';rOI 10 Railroad crossing with 1. Going straight ahead 5 Slowing or stopping 9 Ran off road - right 13 Passing 
mar1(mgs and signs 2. Making right tum 6. Staning in Iraffic lane 10 Ran 0' road - len 14. Changing lanes 

11 Railroad crossing with signals 3 Making lett tllrn 7. Staning from parked position 11 Parked 15 Other 
12 Railroad erossino with 4 Makino U-turn 8 Stopped in traffic iane 12 BacKing 16 Entering streellrom parking 101 

gale and signalS 
13 Other Type If CIII....
 
14 Pedestrian C10sswalk
 1. Rear end 5 Sideswipe - opposite direction 9 Fixed oblecl- off road 13 Bicyclisl
15 RedUClld speed - school zone 2. Angle 6 Fixe<! object mroad 10. [)ef( '4. Mororcycllst
16. Redut8d speed -lIlOIt zone 3. HIIad on 7 Train 11 Other animal 15 B.!cked into 
17. 5peciaI corrilb' 4. SIdeswipe - same diredion 8 Non·collision 12 Pedestllan 16. Othel 

CIlIIlII ... tlIIIII .....
 
2 No
 1. lin 01 iedlII 4. Ft!llCe or post 7 Tunnel. blldge. unclerpass. culven. etc 10 Othel 

5. Guard rail 8 Sign. tran,c signal 11 Jersey wall1-------------------1 2. TIllS 
3. Utility IlOiI 6 ParKed vehicle 9 Impacl cusnlonlng device 12 BWI~I~~,'slructu'e 

5 Hilbesl-Slra9t 9 ar.
10. 0nI0fI_ 1rIIw'I....6 HiIICl8Sl- CUM 

7. Dip - Slralglt 1. No ~oper don 15 Il11Ilroper lurn - 29 improper parkrng location 
8 DIp-CuM 2. EJ8ded _ limit cut corner on len rum 30 AVOiding pedestrian 

16 Improper turn Irom wrong lane 31 Ayoldlng Olller YeI1ic1e 
tUnot_lIm. 17 Other Improper tum 12 AYOldlng anrmal 

3. ElIlBId__ 

4. 0wIr1Ik1ng on Ill" 18 t"~lIoper baclring 33 CrOWlled off higlTway7. SIeIl/HIlI 5. IMrlIiing 011 CUf'll 19 Il11Ilroper slart Irom parked position 34 HII and run8. SmolreIDuIl 
8. ~ IlllUt1eC1ioo 20 Disregarded offIcer or flagger 35 Car ran lttt; - no dliWir9oe. 
7. ~ passing aI Sdloolllls 21 Disregarded traffic Signal 36 Blinded by heaollghts 
a. CullIng In 22 Disregarded slop or yield sign 37 O1herCIIlIIIII 
9.1h' ~ passlng 23 Drivel distradion 38 AVOiding object in roadWay

4 Icy 7. oe. 10. Wrong sIdII allOId - 24. failla stop at throogh highway - 39 Eluding police
5 Muddy 8. NalLnI dDts not~ng no sign	 40 Failla marntlln proper conlrol 
6 OWlJIher lluidl 9 Roatlwly fJooded 11. Old not hiM rlglll-GI'\G! 25 Or~."! ~h~/)IJCh wort!OOe 41." !~pr~jXr iJ:lS5i:";w------_.__ . 

12. Fo/lowlr9lOO close 25 Fail 10 set ouillares or flags 42 Improper or unsafe 
13. Failla signal OII~oper signal 27 fail 10 dim headlights lane cl\Jn~ 

5 LooselTlller1ll 14. ~un - wide right turn 28. DriYlng without lights 43 QIofr ccllec1IOl1 
6 ReslriCllld widtl1 
7. Slick pavemeri 1IIMr .......... 

1, Nell obscuIId TypI 01.,.., ~2, RaIn. SI1OlI, It. on windshield 
1. Looking at roadside incident3. WIndshield 0Iherwtst obscured Ceadllllllllf
2 Driver Iatigue4 Darkness - roadWay lighted 4. VIsIon aued by load on Y81iicle 1lrW/IIIdIIlrlII3 Looking al scenery c.trIIIulIng to ... __5 Darinllss - roadlray not IIghlld 5. TIllIS. CIllIIS.E. 
4 Passenger(s)6. Building 

1 No ilelects5 Radio/CO. Me7. EmlIriInn 
2 EyeSight deleclrYli6. Ceil phone8.Slgnors~ 
3 Heall ng defectlYli7 Eyes nOl on roadfl. HllictIIl5 BusinesSl1ndustrla1 4 Q1her body delects8 Daydreaming10. Pnd*'1elI(1).6. Residential 5 Illness9. Eating/drinking11. MovIng *'icle(a)7. IntersTaleILlmlted accesr 5 Fatigued10 Adjusting W!hicle controls12. SUn or headlight ginBOther 7 Apparently asleep11. Other13. au. 
8 Other14. Blind spot 

15. SrnokeIdust 16. Slopped vehiele(s)
2. lnaeli... 3. No WOIlllOne 4. Unkown 

~ prIIeIIl
 
2 No 3 Unknown
 

3 Brick or blodt 6 Other 
4 Slag, gra...l. stone 7. Untnown 
5. Dirt 

..,....VliIlcIIlICClIfIIlI (ar.... 
1 Vehicle No. 1 B Bicyclist a Other 1. Dead before IepoIt made 

2. Visible Signs 01 Injury, 
as bleeding wound 01 

1'IsIu. ......... 

2. Vehicle No.2 P Pedestrian 

distortlld rneniIer or 
had to be carrilld
 

2-6. Passengers 9-98 All other passenYdrs
 
1. DriWf 8 Rid'lng/11anging on outside 

tram scene
 
7 Cargo area
 3 otIler visible injury,

r-----------.........j as bruises. abrasions. 
SIIIty .....I..-t UIIi 
1. No restraint used 
2. Lap bett only 
3 Shoulder ben only1123 B 4 Lap and shoulder belts 

45 6 
AWIlIIg7 
I [lejlloyerJ8 
2 No: deplOyed 
3 Unavailable 

swelling. limping. etc. 
5 Child restraint 4. No visible injury. bti 

~Iaint 01 pain,6 Helmet 
or IlIOITIeIll&'y7. Other 
uncOnsciousness.8. Boosler seat 

E1ec:t101 .......... 
1 Not ejected 
2 Partiallyejectlld 
3 Totallyejeded 

Drinkl.. 
1. Had nol been drinking 
2 Drinking - ObViously drunk Method 01 IIcIlhDl 
3 Drinking - Ability Impaired dIlImIlnatlon Ib, pollcI'
4. Drinking - Abilily not impaired 1 Biood 3 Refused
5 Drinking - Not known wnether 

impaired 

PIlIIIIrIII Ka
1. Crossing at Inlersection - with signal 
2 Crossing al intersection - against signal 
3 Crossing at intersection - no signal 
4. Crossing al interseclion - diagonally 
5. Crossing not at intersection - rural
 
6 Crossing IIot at Intersection - urb.n
 
7 Coming 110m behind parked cars
 
8 Gening on or on school bus
 
9. Playing in roadway 

10 Gening off or on another vehicle 
11. Hitching on vehicle 
12.	 Walking in roadWay with tranic 

sidewalks available 
13. Walking in roadway with Iraffic

sidewalkS nol aYailabie 
14.	 Walking in roadWay against tranic 

sidewalks available 
15.	 Walking in roadWay againsr traffic

sidewaiks not avaiiable 

19 Not in roadway 
20 Other 

~' Names 01 injured (II deceased give dale 01 death) 

2 Breath 4 No test 

Drug_ 
1 Y8S 3 Not reported 
2 No 4 Unknown 

Veblclll:llndltlllll 
r NO.detects fi Worn or slick Iires 
2 Lights delectlve 7 MOlOr trouble 
3. Brakes deiecllve 8 Chains in use 
4 Steering delectlve 9 Other 
5 PuncturelblowDUI 10 Vehicle altered 

SldddiJlD/lltl-' 
1. Before applicatIOn 01 brakes 
2 Aner applicallOn 01 brakes 
3. Belore and aner applicalion 01 brakes 
4 No Ylsible skid marlr/1l1e mark 

Vehicle dlmage 
1 Unknown 4 Molor 
2 No damage 5 Undercarriage 
3. Overturned 6. Totaled 

I •• 

7 Fire 
B Othel 

·f .... \;	 ,., ,f ..,.~'-.: 'K ,. 

8 
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Photo 1: shows left side view of the 4-wheeled utility vehicle 

Photo 2: shows rear side view of the utility vehicle 

Photo 3: shows upper section/seating area of the vehicle 
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Photo 4: shows view of product information 

Photo 5: shows view of model and number 

Photo 6: shows front rear view 
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Photo 8: shows top view 



-----

83 

~ 

Autopsy (YIN): 

Authorized by 

Pathologist 

Autopsy No 

Location 

. -;:)- . -' 

Decedent is Commonwealth of Virginia /~' .~. ~Case Number: 
NON-RESIDENT Department of Health ~2 
of Cityl County of Death Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 

CENTRAL DISTRICT 

400 EAST JACKSON STREET RICHMOND, VA 23219 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION BY MEDICAL EXAMINER/INVESTIGATOR 

Decedent ~~,~~·n~q~lli~lJI~.~_!!·~-~>~LL- -::-:::-:::--;--;;-:---;-_ 
First Name Middle Name Last Name Suffix Sr, Jr, III, etc 

SSN ~",.- _ 

Home Address_~7~7~?IE~.~:::7.""-:::":"-:--='- _ 

Number and Street City, State, Zip 

Age 29 Yrs DOB 1/31/1979 Sex FEMALE Industry/Occupation ENTERTAINMENT, DIRECTORIPRODUCER 

Race WHITE Hispanic? NO ---- 
Middle Eastern NO 

-'--- 
On the Job? NO 

Marital Status NEVER MARRIED 

Scene Visit NIREASON FOR REFERRAL TO MEDICAL EXAMINER 
By ---------- 

Medical Examiner Authority VIOLENT OR UNNATURAL 
Retrospective Review N

Final Medical Examiner Authority VIOLENT OR UNNATURAL
 

If custody indicate jurisdiction
 

Notification by DR. IGLESIAS Official Title MD ---------------  --------------------- 
Address MEDICAL COLLEGE OF VIRGINIA Phone (804) 828-0951 

Police Notified (Y/N/NA) YES ---  Investigator DEP. TILLEY Phone (804) 537-6110 

Address Jurisdiction HANOVER 

DATE 
(MM/DDIYY) 

TIME 
(24h) 

LAST SEEN ALIVE 5/2512008 20:08 

EVENTIINJURY 
ACUTE ILLNESS 

5/2512008 17:55 

FOUND 5/2512008 
UNKNOWN 

DEATHI 
PRONOUNCED 

512512008 20:08 

VIEWOF BODY 5/26/2008 13:20 

Cause of Death: 

BLUNT FORCE TRAUMA 

Manner of Death: ACCIDENT 

LOCATION 

VCUMC 

DEAD END OF BULLFIELD RD 

DEAD END OF BULLFIELD RD 

VCUMC 

400 E. Jackson St 

CITYI COUNTY BY WHOM 

RICHMOND CITY, VA DOCTOR, DOCTOR 

HANOVER 
COUNTY,VA 

:RIENDS, FRIEND 

HANOVER COUNTY, 
VA 

RICHMOND CITY, VA 

Richmond City, VA 

FRIEND, FRIEND 

DR IGLESIAS 

Dr Fulcher 

N 

..
I hereby declare that after receiving notice of the death described herein I took charge of the body and made Inquiries regarding the cause 
and manner of death in accordance with § 32.1-283, Code of Virginia, and that the Inrormation",foljalned herein regarding such death is 
correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. i 

RICHMOND CITY 

City or County of Appointment 



-- -- --
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_.._... _......-
.~-

IL MEANS OF DEATH J-,,---"-- -
CATEGORY VEHICULAR DETAIL ALL TERRAIN VEHICLE 

Vehicle Status PASSENGER FRONT Decedent vehicle type:
 

Airbag equipped/ deployed: N /
 

How injury occured (e_g. auto/truck collision) LOST CONTROL ON ATV THAT FLIPPED, EJECTED DECEDENT & LANDED ON TOP OF HER
 

Skid marks? N Speeding a factor? Weather related? N Resulted in drowning of decedent?
 

Resulted in fire? 

Firearm type: Firearm serial number: 

Instument type: Instrument description: 

Floatation device/ type?: / Boating activity/ description? /
 

Swimmer? Result of MVA?
 

Result of MVA? Fire suspected cause: Smoke detector/ operational? / 

Fall/Jump from: To: Approximate distance: ft 
.- -'-'-. '-'- -- ~, ..._-""'" ....--.......,..... ~,' ..._
_.,.".""~_.,, .------~.. .. ,.~., 

SURVEILLANCE CIRCUMSTANCES FOR DEATH (check all that apply)I J
'''~'='~''~.~- .~--~_. -, .----- 

0 Adult Care/Nursing Home 0 Drug-Related Scene o Hunting Incident
 

0 Child Abuse/ Neglect 0 Elder Abuse/ Neglect o Homicide followed by Suicide (or at1empted homicide/ suicide
 

0 Child Care Facility 0 Feticide with sUNivor)
 

0 Domestic Violence 0 Gang-related o Police Encounter
 

0 Pregnancy within 1 year 0 Sports/ Recreation o Suspected Terrorism/ Bioterrorism
 
~" ......~ ~-",.,'-~-~ ---_._..,-~---~._--~-

l _____~_______. DESCRIPTION OF PREMISES 
"---- .- 

INJURY/ACUTE OUTSIDE VEHICLE ADJACENT TO ROADWAY
 
ILLNESS INSIDE! OUTSIDE CATEGORY DETAIL ROOM (It applicable)
 

DEATH INSIDE MEDICAL INSTITUTION HOSPITAL DOA
 
INSIDE/OUTSIDE CATEGORY DETAIL ROOM (It applicable)
 

FOUND OUTSIDE VEHICLE ADJACENT TO ROADWAY
 

INSIDE/OUTSIDE CATEGORY DETAIL ROOM (It applicable)
 

MEDICAL HISTORY 

Dnone known 0unknown Dalcoholism Oasthma Dcancer Dcirrhosis DCVA OCOPD DdepressionOdiabetes Ddementia
 
Ddrug abuse Ohepatitis Dhip fracture Ohypertension Oischemic heart disease
 
Omental illness Dseizure disorder Osmoking
 

Drecent trauma (specify Dorgan/tissue donor other
 

OSuspected SIDS - Position when laid down Position when found
 

Med-X Criteria (Bioterrorism) Dacute flaccid paralysis Ddiarrhea Dencephalopathy/ seizures Dfever Djaundice Drash
 
Ounexplained death < 50 years old OOther:
 

Treating MD Phone# 

Hospitalizations (whenlwhere) 

Medications 

Tox requested: YES 

. 



Narrative Description of Circumstances Surrounding Death: 
(Describe the who, what, whrere, when and how the death occured.) 

At 2128 hours, May 25, 2008, Dr. Iglesias, VCU MC, called to report the death of this 29 year old asian female Additional information was provied by Dep. 
Tilley, Hanover SO CRASH Team The following information was provided: 

The decedent was driving an ATV when she lost control, causing it to flip on top ofher. She was transported via med flight to VCU MC where she underwent 
surgery for a lacerated liver. She expired during surgery The decedent also suffered a fractured pelvis and probable spinal cord injury She was not wearing a 
helmet at the time of the accident. 

Admission blood reserved. MRIII39495
 
The decedent will receive an external examination by Dr Abrenio at VCU MC
 



Commonwealth of Virginia 

ORIGINALDEPARTMENT OF FORENSIC SCIENCE 

CERTIFICATE OF ANALYSIS 

June 20, 2008 

TO:	 JAMES FULCHER, M.D. 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER 
400 EAST JACKSON STREET 
RlCHMOND, VA 23219 

Your Case #: ---	 \tV 
Victim(s): .~. 
Suspect(s): 

Evidence Submitted By: 

Item TXI 
Item TX2 

RESULTS: 

Subclavian Blood: 

Vitreous: 

Mark Baggett 

Two (2) vials of subclavian blood 
One (1) vial of vitreous 

- Ethanol 0.14% by weight by volume 
- Methanol, acetone, isopropanol not detected 
- Opiates not detected 
- MethamphetaminelMDMA not detected 
- Phencyclidine not detected 
- Methadone not detected 
- Fentanyl not detected 
- Benzodiazepines not detected 
- Carisoprodol/meprobamate not detected 
- Barbiturates not detected 
- Zolpidem oat detected 
- Cocaine not detected 
- Benzoylecgonioe(cocaine metabolite) 0.11 mg/L 
- TetrahydrocaIlllabinol 0.005 mg/L 
- THC Carboxylic Acid 0.01 mg/L 
- Ethanol 0.19% by weight by volume 
- Methanol, acetone, isopropanol not detected 

Central Laboratory 
700 North 5th Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 

Tel No: (804) 786-4707 
Fax: (804) 786-6857 

FS Lab # C08-8435 

Date Received: OS/27/2008 



I-'age 0 OT 0 

Commonwealth of Virginia 

ORIGINALDEPARTMENT OF FORENSIC SCIENCE 

CERTIFICATE OF ANALYSIS 
Office of the ChiefMcdical Examiner 
FS Lab # C08-8435 
Your Case # - - 
June 20, 2008 

Attest: 

I certify that I perfonned the above analysis or examination as an employee of the Department of Forensic Science and that the above is an accurate record 
of the results of that analysis or examination. 

~ 
Leslie E Edinboro, MS, Ph.D. 
Forensic Toxicologist 



Attachment 3 - 090108HCC1308 
Page 1 of 1 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Contacted on 1/15/09 

Hanover County Sheriff/Police 
7522 County Complex Rd 
Hanover, VA 23069 
(804)365-6110 

Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 
400 E Jackson Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 
(804)786-3174 
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1. Task Number 2. Investigator's ID 

090106HWE7951 9011 

3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

840 2008 11 25 2009 01 06 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 41-year-old female victim lost control of her utility vehicle as she was traversing down a very steep embankment at 
a OHV Park. The victim's utility vehicle rolled several times down a steep descending grade and the she lost control 
and was ejected as she went down a 400-foot embankment. She was the only person in the utility vehicle. She was 
not wearing a helmet, seat belts or harness. The victim died at the scene. The utility was destroyed. 

MER/PRVlBR NQTIFIE~ 

COMMENTS: _YES _NO 
_OVERRULED; _ATTACHED 

ACISIONS/FOIA Exs.2S"'t, 

..&DNOT RE·NOTlfY~R
k- 5 l¥(~? 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

~ 

OTlfY 

9. State 

CA 

10C. Model Number 

RHINO 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

71 - Other 

(OperatiOjl/ Travel)
7 2 

Injury Diagnosis 

Time Spent 

15. 

19. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 8. City " 
JAWBONE9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 10A. First Product 

YAMAHA5044 - Utility Vehicles 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
YAMAHA MOTOR CORPORATION, USA 
6555 Katella Avenue 
Cypress, CA 90630 

11 B. Trade/Brand Nar11A. Second Product rle 

NONE 

11 D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 13. Sex 14. Disposition
 
41
 2 - Female 8 - Death 

16. Body Part(s) 17. Respondent 18. Type of Investigation
Involved
 

85 - ALL OF BODY
 3 - 2nd Hand Info Only 1 - On-Site 

20. Attachment(s) 21. Case Source 22. Sample Collection Number 
9 - Multiple Attachments 01 - Fire or Police Dept. 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

o Yes • No o Verbal o Yes for Manuf. Only 

24. Review Date 25. Reviewed By 26. Regional Office Director 
01/30/2009 9086 Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 28. Source Document Number 
Vega-Garcia, Sandra; Topka, Tanya; Streeter, Robin N0910060A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 01131/2010 OMB NO. 30410029 



090106HWE7951 

This investigation originated from a news article. There were two drivers (mother 
and daughter) and their two vehicles that were traveling in the same group. 
They were involved in two separate accidents that occurred only "seconds" apart 
on the same embankment. Both accidents are being conducted under two IDI's. 
(Other 101 is 081204CC(3175). 

Information for this report was obtained by an on-site visit to the Off Highway 
Vehicle (OHV) Park, to the responding highway patrol office and by talking to a 
witness to the accident at the OHV Park. Attempts to contact the family of the 
victim were unsuccessful. 

On December 31, 2008, I conducted an on-site visit and photographed the 
incident location. The incident vehicle was not available for photographing. 

The product involved in this incident is a side-by-side utility vehicle (U1V) with 
four wheels. The U1V has a steering wheel, accelerator pedal, brake pedal, 
harness and seat belt. The driver was the only person in the U1V. 

The victim is a 41 year old female. According to the highway patrol report, she 
was the driver of the U1V. She was 5'5" tall and weighed 140 pounds. The victim 
is not believed to have been under the influence of any alcohol, drugs or 
medications at the time of the incident. Nor is she known to have any pre
existing physical or mental conditions that might have contributed to the 
incident. Her experience and training on a U1V is unknown. 

The accident occurred at the Jawbone Canyon OHV Park which is managed by 
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The park provides open areas which 
are available for all forms of cross country motorized vehicle use. The park has 
many large hills and canyons and are part of the Mojave desert, located at the 
extreme eastern edge of the Sierra Nevada. 

The victim and her family were camping in the Dove Springs area of the OHV 
Park. On November 25, 2008 around noontime, the victim and 3 other family 
members decided to take their U1V's to visit the one store in the area, which 
was located on the major highway. The weather was cloudy and dry. The victim 
was not wearing a helmet nor was she wearing the 5 way latch / link restraint 
system. The group of took 4 separate U1V's. The group took the off highway 
trails. On the way back from the store, the group was driving in a line following 
each other when they got lost returning to their campsite. They were traveling 
on top of a mountain and came upon an area where the trail became a steep 
descending grade. 



090106HWE7951 
Page 2 

The first UTV driver (witness #1) stated the victim was directly behind the 
second UTV which happened to be her 16 year old daughter. Witness #1 started 
down the steep grade and made it to the bottom when he stopped. He then saw 
the next UTV (victim's daughter) had already started down the steep 
embankment. The victim was still at the top of the hill watching her daughter 
descent down the hill. The victim watched as her daughter lost control as she 
traversed down the steep embankment, rolling her UTV and being ejected out. 
Witnesses heard the victim scream and then at 1356 hours she began her 
descent down the embankment. Witnesses stated that about 200 feet into the 
approximate 600 foot descent, the victim lost control and her mY started rolling 
over and over, side to side. The victim was ejected out of the UTV and continued 
to tumble down the hillside. Both the victim and the UTV came to rest at the 
bottom of the hillside. 

An unrelated witness who was standing at the base of the embankment near his 
campsite heard a woman screaming and he looked up to see the first UTV that 
the victim's daughter was driving, tumbling down the steep grade, end over end 
and disintegrate apart and the victim's daughter being ejected out of the UTV. 
He then realized the screaming women at the top of the mountain began her 
descent as the daughter was still rolling violently down the embankment. The 
witness stated the victim lost control of her mY at almost the same location as 
her daughter, her UTV went sideways a little and started rolling over and over 
sideways and then front to back. The victim was ejected and she also violently 
rolled down the embankment at least a couple hundred feet. 

The victim received fatal injuries as a result of the accident and was pronounced 
deceased by the responding emergency personnel at approximately 1410 hours. 
The UTV was totally destroyed in the roll-over accident. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION: 

The product involved in this incident is a 2007 Yamaha Rhino. It is a side-by
side utility vehicle. It is purple and silver in color. The date of purchase is 
unknown and the usage is unknown. It is unknown if the owner had any 
previous problems with the UTV. 

Manufacturer:	 Yamaha Motor Corporation 
6555 Katella Ave. 
Cypress, CA 90630 



090106HWE7951 
Page 3 

LABELING: 

As the incident UTV was unavailable for viewing, no examination of the labeling
 
was possible.
 

SAt-IIPLE:
 

None
 

CONTACTS: PURPOSE & RESULTS: 

Highway Patrol: Obtained incident scenario & product information 

BLM: Obtained incident scenario information 

Witness: Obtained incident scenario information 

Attachments: 

Exhibit #1 Respondent Identifiers 
Exhibit #2 CHP Report 
Exhibit #3 BLM Visitor Information on OHV Park 
Exhibit #4 Manufacturer specifications on ATV 
Exhibit #5 Photographs 
Exhibit #6 UTV Questionnaire 

Missing Document Form 



090106HWE7951 
Exhibit #1 
Page 1 of 1 

Respondent Identifiers: 

Victim: 

Highway Patrol: 

BLM: 

BLM: 

Coroner: 

Witness: 

i (Deceased) 
St. 

California Highway Patrol 
1365 Highway 58 
Mojave, CA 93501 
Telephone: 661-824-2408 
Traffic Report #2008-11-0039 

Bureau of Land Management 
Ridgecrest Field Office 
300 South Richmond Rd. 
Richmond, CA 93555 
Telephone (760) 384-5400 

Jawbone Station 
28111 Jawbone Canyon Rd. 
Cantil, CA 93519 

Kern County Sheriff's Office 
1832 Flower St., Bakersfield, CA 93305 
Telephone: 661-868-0100 
Fax: 661-868-0147 
Case #C-2603-08 
Contact: Deputy Coroner Mancera 
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STATE Or CALIFORNIA 

. TRAP?IC COLLISION REPORT 
CHP 555 CARS PAGE 1 (REV 11-06) OPI 065 PAGE OF 

NUMBEn 
INJUREl.l 

o 
tIIl'A.IWN 
rELO",..,. 

CITY 

I.ININCOI{I'OHATED 

JUDICIAL DIS TRICl 

EKSC (MO./A VEl 
LOCAl. HEPORT NUMBER 

2008-] ]-0040 

<:A 
STATEILICENSE NUMBER 

54F37F 

DAY OF weEK 15:::Y 

DTlIESllA " N 

NCIC It OFFiCER I.D 

9830 (l1272~ 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY; D NONE 

.1. BLA IS # 17n(,~ 

OIGITAL 

BfAT 

')0(, 

o NO 

YEAR TIME (2400) 

135(, 

_______L_. _ 

DAY 

LONGITUDE - 118.034(J° 

11/25/2008 

MO 

REPORTING O!STRICl 

II 

SAFElY EQUIP. 

GIJS COORDINATES 

LATITUDE 35.1873° 

COUNTY 

KEHi\ 

NUMBEH ~ILUU Hn & NUN 
MI5DBH'ANOH o 

3.') ~IILE(S) WEST OF SR-14 

AT INTERSECTION WITH 

~ 
COLLlSIDN OCCURRED ON: 

~:: "'BONE OFF ""''' AHEA 
I MILEPOST INfORMATION 

CA 936/2 

EYES WEIGHT UlHTHDATE 
MO DAY VEAH 

IILlI 5-5 140 Oll/U!I %7 
UUSINESS PHONE VEHICLE IUlNTIFICATION NUM8EH: 

SHADE IN OAMAGt!J AHEAVEHICLE TYf-lE 

INSURANCE CARRIER POLICY NUMBER 

0(, (xxx x XXXXX \"'/A N/A 

TCPIPSC MC/MX 

...• XXXXXXXX XI'!XXX Xx XXX,
Dill or TRAVEl ON STHEET OH HIGHWAY SPEf.:O LIMIT 

CA . X Xx XXXXX X, 
N (HT II"" AREA N/A CAL-' 

~~I~'SLIClN~l NUMB~R~~~~~TI-b-.,-A-J-f--~-L-A-S-'S--~I-A~I=R~B~A~G~~I~SA~F=E~T~Y~E~O~U="~'~~-V~E;,I~l~Y=E~AR~·~I~M~A~K[=~,M~O~DE~-L=,~C=O=L~O~R~~~~~~~~~~~~~·~~~~~~ST~A~T=E~-
PARTY 

, 
DRIVE H I 1.;"iME(rJl~S T. r,1\DOLC, LAST) 

OWNEWS NAME o SAME AS DRIVER
 

STHEF:l ADDRESS
 

OWNEH'S AOOftESS o SAME AS DRIVER
 

ClrY/STAH.llIP
 

DISPOSITION Of VEHICLE ON OfWEns OF: D OFFICEH 0 DRIvER D OTHER 

WEIGf!l Blr~ nml\TE RACI. 
MD DAY YEAH ------------_. ------Sl~ m_JI~F~_mm_ J~Y:J:='T PI{IOf-l MLCH{,NICAl D[FECTS j-INONl. M'P II Rf:~U{ IU Nt\fniA. IWI_+- . __..1.....__.. _. .._..l....L-__m.m. __..__. .mm • 

VEHICU- I[)L~.N m I(:A. liON NIJMlIF.~HOML PHUNI 

INSUHANcr CARRiEr! POLlCY NUMBER 

OIH OF TRAVEl ON STREET 01{ HIGHWAY SPEED LIMIT 
CA 

CAL·T 

I---t-----'--------,----. 
PI\f~.r-( DHlVEI{'S UCENSE NUMfJEH SAJ-=ETY (QUIP. , VEH. YEAH I MAKE I MODEL / COLon STAlEIliCENSE NUMIIEH 

.3 
OHlVER NAMEWIRS1. MIDDLE, LASTl 

OWNE;H'S N/l,Ml: D oSAME AS DRiVER 

P[OES· S mEET ADDRESS 
If{IAN 

I' OWNER'S A[)[)HESSI oSAML AS DHIVER 

SHADE IN DAMAGED AREA 

DREFEH TO NAHH~V-'_---

00 OlHEH 

VEHICLE TYPE 

D1SI-lOSlllON Of VFHICLE:. ON or~DEHS Of·. 

VEHICLE IDEN"TIFICAT\ON NUMBEH; 

HACE 
YEAR 

SPEED LIMIT 

IJIFHtlDATE 
DAYMO 

POLICY NUMBEH 

-----------1 

BUSiNEss PHONE 

WEIGI!T 

OESCRH1E VEHICLE DAMAGE 

DUNK 0 NONE D MINOR 

MOD 0 MAJORR~_V_EH ., 

CA DDT ~I 
CAL-T rCP/psG MC/MX 

·-'~~-----~.IIE~.,r~{~-'~~.~l -~--=--====---_.==--=~ ,D{\ r[:""H!::VIEV,'U) -- 

-  -'--'---L__-'-_'--_-'-_'--_--"_~:""O''''__~:.c.._____ I / '2 -0:;~ .:; e 

HEIGtll[YES 

INSURANCE CAnRIE~ 

D 

1 PA.RKE~jICI·~ 'f' I S fA. T~ I lIP 

I 
VEl-lieu, 

r~-'I 

re~:y.1r-~-;;----L~·;"'"eLlS! 

,-L_~~.L__~_ _\-~---L_-~--~----L_-~f_PI-<I-O-R-M-E-'·C-·f-IA-N_C_'A_L_D_E_F_E_C_TS~_ __DNONEAPP. 

OTHEH ~iDME PHONE 

! Il. I·. \1('1.1,((;\' ,11\ 01272-l 
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'--=r---' .STATE OF CA(rF'DRNTA" ._. --' 

,TRAFFIC COLLISION CODING 
CHP 555 CARS PAGE2 (REV. 11-06) OPI 065 PAGE2 OF 13 

DATE OF COLLISiON (MO, DAY YEARI T1ME124001 NCICIJ OFFiCER 1.0, NUMBER 

1In512008 1356 9830 012724 2008-11-0040 

~~ OWNER IOWNER ADDRESS I NOTiFIED 

PROPER []yES DNO 

~MAGE lDESCRIPTION OF DAMAGE 

SEATING POSITION SAFETY EQUIPMENT INATTENTION CODES 

OCCUPANTS L • AIR BAG DEPLOYED M/C BICYCLE, HELMET 

~ 
M - AIR BAG NOT DEPLOYED DRIVER PASSENGER 

A • CELL PHONE HANDHELD 
A - NONE IN VEHICLE 

N • OTHER V - NO X·NO 
B • CELL PHONE HANDSFREE 

B, UNKNOWN 
P • NOT REQUIRED W·YES Y ·YES 

C • ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT 
C - LAP BELT USED o ·RADIO/CD 

1 2 3 1 - DRIVER 
o . LAP BELT NOT USED E -SMOKING 

2 TO 6 - PASSENGERS 
E • SHOULDER HARNESS USED CHILD RESTRAINT EJECTED FROM VEHICLE F· EATING

4 5 6 7· STA. WGN REAR 
F - SHOULDER HARNESS NOT USED a ·IN VEHICLE USED G ·CHILDREN 
G', LAP/SHOULDER HARNESS USED o. NOT EJECTED 

8 • RR. OCC TRK. OR VAN 
H, LAP/SHOULDER HARNESS NOT USED 

R ' IN VEHICLE NOT USED 1 ' FULLY EJECTED 
H. ANIMALS 

9 ' POSITION UNKNOWN S ' IN VEHICLE USE UNKNOWN I, PERSONAL HYGIENE 

7 J • PASSIVE RESTRAINT USED 2· PARTIALLY EJECTED 
J. READING0, OTHER 

K· PASSIVE RESTRAINT NOT USED 
T ·IN VEHICLE IMPROPER USE 3 . UNKNOWN 
U • NONE IN VEHICLE K· OTHER 

ITEMS MARKED BELOW FOLLOWED BY AN ASTERISK (0) SHOULD BE EXPLAINED IN THE NARRATIVE. 

PRIMARY COLLISION FACTOR TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES I 2 3 SPECIAL INFORMATION I 2 3 
MOVEMENT PRECEDING 

LIST NUMUER (H) OF PARTY AT FAULT COLLISION 

I VC SECTION VIOLATED; CITEDlirE~ A CONTROLS FUNCTIONING A HAZARDOUS MATERIAL A STOPPED 
A 38J12 NO B CONTROLS NOT FUNCTIONING' B CELL PHONE HANDHELD IN USE Iy B PROCEEDING STRAIGHT 

B 
OTHER IMPROPER DRIVING' C CONTROLS OBSCURED C CELL PHONE HANDSFREE IN USE C RAN OFF ROAD 

y o NO CONTROLS PRESENT I FACTOR' ,y o CELL PHONE NOT IN USE o MAKING RIGHT TURN 

C OTHER THAN DRIVER' TYPE OF COLLISION E SCHOOL BUS RELATED E MAKING LEFT TURN 

0 UNKNOWN' A HEAD-ON F 75 FT MOTORTRUCK COMBO F MAKING U TURN 

B SIDE SWIPE G 32 FT TRAILER COMBO G BACKING 

C REAR END H H SLOWING I STOPPING 

WEATHER (MARK 1 TO 2 ITEMS) o BROADSIDE I I PASSING OTHER VEHICLE 

A CLEAR E HIT OBJECT J J CHANGING LANES 

~, 
B CLOUDY X F OVERTURNED K K PARKING MANEUVER 
f-cHAINING-~" G VEHICLE I PEDESTHIAN L L ENTERING TRAFFIC 

D SNOWING H OTHER': M 
,~~-

M OTHER UNSAFE TURNING 

E FOG I VISIBILITY FT, N N XING INTO OPPOSING LANE 

F OTHER:' MOTOR VEHICLE INVOLVED WITH 0 o PARKED 

G WIND X A NON· COLLISION P P MERGING 

LIGHTING B PEDESTRIAN a a TRAVELING WRONG WAY 

X A DAYLIGHT C OTHER MOTOR VEHICLE 
I 

OTHER ASSOCIATED FACTORS ROTHER': 

B DUSK - DAWN o MOTOR VEHICLE ON OTHER ROADWAY 2 3 (MARK 1 TO 2 ITEMS) 

C DARK, STREET LIGHTS E PARKED MOTOR VEHICLE A ve; SEcnON VIOLATED: CITED BYES 
0 DARK, NO STREET LIGHTS F TRAIN NO 

E DARK· STREET LIGHTS NOT G BICYCLE I: B \Ie SEcnONVlOlATf:O: CITED 
BYES 

FUNCTIONING' H ANIMAL: , 
',) NO SOBRIETY ,DRUG 

ROADWAY SURFACE ve SECTION VIOLA TED: CITED PHYSICAL 
,::' C 8YES I 2 3 (MARK 1 TO 2 ITEMS) 

X A DRY I FIXED OBJECT: ,.. "'.:., NO 

B WET 01 ,':'\';"L"" . .' .. :.,:: •.... 'i','-," A HAD NOT BEEN DRINKING 

C SNOWY, ICY J OTHER OBJECT: E VISION OBSCUREMENT: B HBD·UNDERINFLUENCE 

o SLIPPERY (MUDDY, OILY, ETC.) F INATIENTION', C HBD· NOT UNDER INFLUENCE' 

ROADWAY CONDITION(S) G STOP & GO TRAFFIC o HBD • IMPAIRMENT UNKNOWN' 
(MARK 1 TO 2 ITEMS) PEDESTRIAN'S ACTIONS H ENTERING I LEAVING RAMP E UNDER DRUG INFLUENCE' 

A HOLES, DEEP Rur X A NO PEDESTRIANS INVOLVED I PREVIOUS COLLISION F IMPAIRMENT· PHYSICAL' 

B LOOSE MATERIAL ON ROADWAY' B CROSSING IN CROSSWALK J UNFAMILIAR WITH ROAD X G IMPAIRMENT NOT KNOWN 

C OBSTRUCTION ON ROADWAY' A T INTERSECTION K DEFECTIVE VEH. EOUIP., CITED H NOT APPLICABLE 

0 CONSTRUCTION· REPAIR ZONE C CROSSING IN CROSSWALK· NOT BYES I SLEEPY I FATIGUED 

E REDUCED ROADWAY WIDTH AT INTERSECTION NO 

F FLOODED" o CROSSING· NOT IN CROSSWALK L UNINVOLVED VEHICLE 

G OTHER': E IN ROAD· INCLUDES SHOULDER MOTHER', 

~ H NO UNUSUAL CONDITIONS F NOT IN ROAD X N NONE APPARENT 
c-.. 

G APPROACHING I LEAVING SCHOOL GUS 0 RUNAWAY VEHICLE 
--, 

SKETCH FOR SKETCH DIAGRAM, SEE PAGE 5 0 
MISCELLANEOUS 

P-1 WAS NOT WEARING A 

INOICATE NORTH HELMET AT THE TIME OF THE 
COLLISION. 



--------

EXTENT OF INJURY('X' ONE) INJURED WAS ('X' ONE) 

FATAL SEVERE OHiER VISIDLE:. COMPLAINT 
DRIVER PASS. PED. BICYCLIST OTHER 

INJURY INJURY INJURY OF PAIN 

[] 0 0 0 [] 0 0 0 0 

T1ME(24DD) 

US!, 

NCIC # 

lJS30 

OFFICER LO. 

01 :!72~ 

~=y 
pos. BAG EQUIP 

I' II 

EJECTEL 

TELEPHONE 

(559)('4S-1 (,32 

KERr' COl ''''TY COIWNEI{S CASt: II n(,02·f1S, CORNEI{ 1\IA1\'('EI(,\ IIno. 

[]# I I 

DESCRIBE INJURIES: 

TELEPHONE 

~~---~-
TAKEN TO: 

DESCRIBE INJURIES. 

I.:l II ,
L!J' o 

(INJURED ONL YI TRANSPORTED BY: 

----_._----•._-------
DESCllllJE INJURIES 

TAKEN TO: 

VICTIM OF VIOLENT CRIME NOTIFIED 

TELEPHONE

~-------------------_._------------------------------_.--------

[)ESCI!IBE It..JUlm:" 

1::1/1 -
L.!J~ 

· STATE OF.CALIFORNIA 

INJURED I WITNESSES I PASSENGERS 
CHP 555 CARS PAGE 3 (REV 11-06) OPI 065 

DATE OF COLLISION IMO. DAY YEAR) 

I J !:!S/:!OOH 

WITNESS PASSENGER I 
AGE SEX 

ONLY ONLY I 

0 410 # 

NAMi.LB.!il,!?: I ADDRESS 

..11 ad_JIII.IUIikl (lJX/13/1%7) 13(, GETTYSBURG ST CLOVIS CA 93(,12 

(INJURED ONLY) TRANSPORTED BY: TAKEN TO: 

KERN COIINTY (:ORONEHS OFFICE KERN U)(:NTY CORONEHS OFFICE 

DESCRIBE INJURI~In:CErVED FATAl. IN,JlIHIES AS A I{ESIILT OF TIJIS COLLISION. 

I'HONOI 'NeED DECEASED BY KCFD FIIU:J i J(;IITEI{ SilANE REED II KOI,X4 (i,: AI'I'IWX 1412 IIns, 

PAGE 3 OF 

NUMBER 

:!OOH-I 1-01140 

PAnTY
 

NUMBER
 

DESCRIBE INJURIES: 

VICTIM OF VIOLENT CRIME NOTIFIED 

MO. DAY YEAR REVIEWER'S NAME MO, DAY YEAF~ J. '1I".I.I(..\'\.m 1112724 , 1/25/20118 
'=c·:·c.:=::.=:==--=--_:. ============='======== 
I,,,,,,""''''M' '"""W. 



STATE OF CALiFORNiA- ._. -_ . 

. INJURED I WITNESSES I PASSENGERS 
PAGE 4 OF

CHP 555 CARS PAGE 3 (REV 11 -061 OPI 065 
TIME(2400) NCIC# OFFICER I.D. 

1356 9830 012724 

EXTENT OF INJURY('X' ONE) INJURED WAS ('X' ONE) 
IFATAL SEVERE OTHER ViSIBLE COMPLAIN] 

DRIVER PASS, PED. BICYCLIST OTHER 
INJURY INJURY INJURY OF PAIN 

D D D D D D D D D 
~. ",'~ 

,w· .' TAKEN TO: 

NUMBERIDATE OF COLLISION (MO. DAY YEAR! 

1(/2512008 

WITNESS PASSENGER 
AGE

ONLY ONLY 

~ # (, D 31 M 

NAME '.o.O.B, I ADDRESS 

(INJURED ONLY) TRANSPORTED BY: 

DESCRIBE INJURIES: 
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DATE OF INCIDENT TIME NCIC NUMBER OFFICER I.D. NUMBER 
11/25/2008 1356 9830 012724 2008-11-0040 

1 LEGEND 

2
 

3 VEHICLE POINT OF REST:
 

4
 

5 V-1 's R/F tire was 850' south of the south rdwy edge of Jawbone Cyn Rd and 250' east of GPS 

6 coordinate 35.1873 1 118.0340. 

7 

8 V-1 's R/R tire was 845' south of the south rdwy edge of Jawbone Cyn Rd and 248' east of GPS 

9 coordinate 35.1873 / 118.0340. 

10 

11 P-1' S PLACE OF REST: 

12 

13 P-1 's place of rest was determined to be 1180' south of the south rdwy edge of Jawbone Cyn Rd 

14 and 355' east of GPS coordinate 35.18731 118.0340. 

15 

16 PHYSICAL EVIDENCE AND LOCATION: 

17 

18 Due to the steepness of the grade, and the roughness of the terrain where P-1 and V-1 overturned 

19 I was unable to actually check the area for fresh dirt impressions or disturbed dirt. I determined the 

20 approximate location where V-1 started overturning by using the statements of all the witnesses. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
NARRATIVE/SUPPLEMENTAL 
DATE OF INCIDENT TIME 
11/25/2008 1356 

NCIC NUMBER 
9830 

PAGE 
OFFICER I.D. 
012724 

8 OF 13 
NUMBER 
2008-11-0040 

1 FACTS: 

2 

3 NOTIFICATION: 

4 

5 I received a call of a collision (off hwy) with an ambulance rolling at 1401 hrs. I was advised that 

6 two "rhino's" (off hwy / all terrain vehicles) were involved. I responded from the Mojave CHP office, 

7 and arrived on scene at 1417 hrs. Upon arriving at the scene, I learned that both drivers and 

8 vehicles were traveling in the same group, however they were involved in two separate collisions 

9 that occurred only "seconds" apart. 

10 

11 All speeds, times and measurements are approximate. All measurements were obtained by 

12 estimation. All ENV measurements were taken from a GPS coordinate reading that was acquired 

13 from the GPS instrument located in a Kern County Fire Dept Helicopter (# 408). The helicopter 

14 landed just west of where the collisions took place. 

15 

16 SCENE: 

17 

18 The Jawbone Cyn off hwy area is located on Jawbone Cyn Rd, west of SR-14. This is a rugged 

19 desert terrain area set aside for off hwy vehicle use. The Jawbone Cyn off hwy area is located in a 

20 rural uninc area of Kern County. At the time of the collision it was cloudy and dry. 

21 

22 PARTIES: 

23 

24 Party # 1 _ . P-1 had succumbed to her injuries by the time I arrived on scene. P-1 was 

25 identified by Wit # 2 and Wit # 3. P-1 was determined to be the driver ofV-1 at the time of the 

26 collision by statements. 

27 

28 
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DATE OF INCIDENT TIME NCIC NUMBER OFFICER 1.0. I\JUIVlBER 
11/25/2008 1356 9830 012724 2008-11-0040 

1 Vehicle # 1 (Yamaha Rhino) was in an upright position upon my arrival. and came to rest as 

2 indicated on the factual diagram. V-1 received total rollover damage. I conducted a visual 

3 inspection on V-1's left front seat belt. The seat belt was a latch / link 5 way type restraint. I 

4 noticed that the lap portion of the belt was fastened together with the latch / link system. As I 

5 looked at the fastened lap belts, it did not appear that there would have been enough slack in the 

6 lap belts to have fit around P-1's waist area. I noticed that both of the shoulder straps, which are 

7 part of the latch / link 5 way restraint system, were not fastened to the lap belt at all. Both of these 

8 straps were resting on the back portion of the seat. The seat belt appeared to be in good working 

9 order. 

10 

11 There was a nylon strap affixed to the latch. The nylon strap had a piece of Velcro sewn into it. 

12 The Velcro is on the nylon strap so that once the latch has been locked over the links, the latch 

13 can be held down to the lap belt where the other half of the Velcro is. Both sides of the Velcro 

14 appeared to be in good condition. 

15 

16 OTHER FACTUAL INFORMATION: 

17 

18 #1) It should be noted that throughout this report there is a subject named_. 

1~ is the daughter of P-1 ..~was directly in front of P-1 , also 

20 driving a Yamaha Rhino.~sattempted to descend the steep grade, just seconds 

21 before P-1. A~,descended down the steep grade, her Rhino started 

22 overturning and she was subsequently ejected out of her vehicle, and received fatal injuries. A 

23 separate investigation was completedon.,-collision. 

24 

25 PHYSICAL EVIDENCE: 

26 

27 See factual diagram for further. 

28 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

NARRATIVE/SUPPLEMENTAL PAGE IOOF 13 
DATE OF INCIDENT TIME NCIC NUMBER OFFICER I.D. NUMBER 

11/25/2008 1356 9830 012724 2008-11-0040 

1 STATEMENTS:
 

2
 

3 Party # 1 ~.) 110 statement obtained from P-1 due to the fact that she sustained fatal injuries 

4 as a result of this collision. 

5 

6 Witness # 1 (Huesner) said he was driving his Yamaha Rilino, through the desert, being followed 

7 by three other Rhino driver's. Wit # 1 sai~ was directly behind him, P-1 was 

8 directly behind.--, and Wit # 2 and Wit # 3, who where in the same Rhino, were 

9 directly behind P-1. Wit # 1 said that they got lost and were trying to get back to their campsite. 

10 Wit # 1 said he had told the other Rhino drivers to stay back from him while they were traveling
 

11 together. Wit # 1 said they were traveling on top of a mountain and came upon an area where the
 

12 trail became a steep descending grade.
 

13
 

14 Wit # 1 said he started down the grade, and made it to the bottom where he stopped. He then saw
 

15 th ad already started down the steep embankment. Wit # 1 said he
 

16 motioned _ that it was okay, and that she
 needed to
 

17 come down slow. Wit # 1 said--'ntinued coming down the hillside when one
 

18 of her vehicles tires came to rest on a rock.
 

19
 

20 Wit # 1 said that~gave her vehicle some gas. Wit # 1 said~
 

. 21 got over the rock, however had given her vehicle too much gas. Wit # 1 said tha~ 

22••:MtRhino then started coming down the hillside too fast. Wit # 1 said~ 

23 Rhino started to go sideways and then started to overturn. Wit # 1 said he heard P-1 screaming. 

24 Wit # 1 said ~ Rhino continued to overturn down the steep embankment. 

25 Wit # 1 said~as then ejected out of her Rhino, and continued to tumble down 

26 the hillside. Wit # 1 said as_and her Rhino came to rest at the bottom of the 

27 hillside. Wit # 1 said he then saw P-1's Rhino overturning down the hillside as well. 

28 

PREPARED BY 1.0. NUMBER DATE REVIEWER'S NAME DATE 

D. F. MULLIGAN JR 012724 11/25/2008 



STATL OJ' CALIFORNiA 

NARRATlVE/SUPPLEMENTAL PAGE 11 OF i3 
DATE OF INCIDENT TIME NCIC NUMBER OFFICER 1.0. NUMBER 
11 /25/2008 1356 9830 012724 2008-11-0040 

1 Wit # 1 said when P-1's Rhino came to rest, he immediately tried to call 9-1-1 on cellular 

2 telephone. Wit # 1 said he did not have a signal on his cellular telephone. Wit # 1 said as soon as 

3 he saw that boH~md P-1 were being helped, he started driving in an easterly 

4 direction. Wit # 1 said he drove until he could get a signal on his cellular telephone and make the 

5 9-1-1 call. 

6 

7 Witness # 2~ said he was driving his Yamaha Rhino following Wit # 1~ 

8en i ._itnd P-1. Wit # 2 said that they were trying to get back to their campsite. Wit # 2 said 

9 they were on top of a mountain and came to an area where the trail turned into a steep hillside. 

10 Wit # 2 said as he started down the hillside hesa_Rhino start to overturn 

11 and then land down at the bottom of the hillsicje. Wit # 2 said soon after, P-1's vehicle started to 

12 overturn and also landed down at the bottom of the hill. Wit # 2 said after seein~ 

13 $ mp "and P-1 overturn their Rhino's he decided to park his Rhino. Once Wit # 2 felt he had 

14 secured his Rhino, he exited his Rhino and slid down the hillside to help--....(his 

15 granddaughter), and P-1 (his daughter). 

16 

17 Witness # 3'-""'9) was a passenger in Wit # 2's vehicle. She is the wife of Wit # 2, the 

18 grandmother o~, and the mother of P-1. I did not obtain a statement from 

19 Wit # 3. 

20 

21 Witness # 4£1'1 11 d ) said he was standing near his campsite, directly across from the 

22 hillside where the four Rhino's attempted to descend down the steep grade. Wit # 4 said he was 

23 talking to Wit # 5 when all of a sudden Wit # 5 said BOh Shit". Wit # 4 said he turned around and 

24 saw one of the Rhino's start to overturn down the hillside. Wit # 4 said he ran over to the area 

25 where the Rhino's had overturned to see if he could help any victims. 

26 

27 
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NARRATIVE/SUPPLEMENTAL 
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11/25/2008 1356 

NCIC NUMBER 
9830 

PAGE 
OFFICER I.D 
012724 

120F 13 
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2008-11-0040 

1 Witness # 5'-said he was standing near his campsite, talking to Wit # 4. Wit # 5 said he 

2 saw a Rhino start to tumble down a steep grade directly south of his location. Wit # 5 said he got 

3 on his motorcycle and immediately went over to aid the victims. Wit # 5 said he drove his 

4 motorcycle partially up the steep grade, got off his motorcycle, and aided P-1. 

5 

6 Witness # 6 Pd1II.t.~ said he was driving his Jeep Cherokee in an easterly direction when he 

7 saw P-1 's vehicle overturning down the hillside. Wit # 6 said he stopped his vehicle and ran to 

8 P-1 's location to help her. 

9 

10 OPINIONS AND CONCLUSIONS: 

11 

12 SUMMARY: 

13 

14 P-1 was driving V-1 on a dirt trail, located on top of a steep mountain. P-1 was traveling with three 

15 other Yamaha Rhino drivers (Wit # 1,_andWit # 2). P-1 was driving her Rhino 

16 directly behind , who happened to be her (P-1) 16 year old daughter. The four 

17 drivers came upon a portion of the trail that descended down a very steep grade. All four of them 

18 started to drive their Rhino's down the steep grade. Wit # 1 made it to the bottom of the grade. 

1_then attempted to drive V-1 down the steep grade herself. ,~ IbttllSIJ 

20 lost control of her Rhino and it subsequently started overturning. As__' Rhino 

21 overturned down the steep grade, sh_)was ejected out of her Rhino. 

22 

23 P-1, who was directly behin'-'started screaming. P-1 then attempted to drive 

24 her Rhino down the steep grade. As P-1 started down the grade, she lost control of V-i. V-1 

25 started overturning. As V-1 overturned, P-1 was ejected out ofV-1. V-1 continued down the steep 

26 billside and came to rest at the bottom. P-1 came to rest on the steep hillside. 

27 
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1 The summary was based on statements and P-1 's and V-1 's place of rest. I formed an opinion 

2 that P-1 was ejected out of V-1 due to the fact that she was not wearing the 5 way latch Ilink 

3 restraint system at the time of the collision I formed my opinion based on my visual inspection of 

4 the seat belt, as described in "Party # 1 1Vehicle # 1" in this report. 

5 

6 AREA OF IMPACT: 

7
 

8 Area of Impact (V-1 overturns) was determined to be 1,280'south of the south rdwy edge of
 

9 Jawbone Cyn Rd and 330' east of GPS coordinates 35.1873 1118.0340.
 

10 

11 Area of Impact (P-1 gets ejected out ofV-1) was determined to be 1200' south of the south rdwy 

12 edge of Jawbone Cyn Rd and 330' east of GPS coordinates 35.18731 118.0340. 

13 

14 CAUSE: 

15 

16 P-l caused this collision due to her violation of 38312 VC (No person shall place in motion an on

17 hwy vehicle that is stopped, standing, or parked until such movement can be made WIth 

18 reasonable safety. The cause was based on statements, the instability of the soil, and the 

19 steepness of the terrain, 

20 

21 RECOMMENDATIONS: 

22 

23 None 

24 

PREPARED BY 1.0. NUMBER DATE REVIEWER'S NAME DATE 

D. F. MULLIGAN JR 012724 11/25/2008 



JAWBONE CANYON & DOVE SPRINGS
 
VISITOR INFORMATION
 

AND
 
TRAIL MAP
 

Welcome to the Jawbone - Dove Springs Area, managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The BLM 
is responsible for the balanced management of the public lands and resources. This management is based upon 
the principles of mUltiple use and sustained yield for both renewable and non-renewable resources. These 
resources include recreation, range, timber, minerals, watershed, wildlife, wilderness, natural, scenic, scientific, 
and cultural values. Fulfilling this mission is a challenging task, but one to which the BLM employees are 
committed! 

Please jobt us in keeping your Public Lands open for your recreation adventures. 

The 1awbone Canyon and Dove Springs Open Areas provide challenging riding and hill climbing opportunities 
for riders of all skill levels, from the beginner to expert. Surrounding these areas are several hundred miles of 
designated trails within the Limited Use area. These trails can take one from the wide-open desert flats, past 
geological wonders, to high scenic vistas. 

JAWBONE-DOVE SPRINGS AREA R.ULES: 
Inside the flyer is a map. The map shows the desi~ated route system along with general information pertaining 
to the lawbone-Butterbredt Management Area. There are three types of riding areas. Please read the rules 
below. Your cooperation in following and helping enforce these rules is appreciated. Only through your 
cooperation and compliance can we assure that the Jawbone-Butterbredt Management Area will remain open 
for continued recreational use. 

1. LIMITED USE ONLY AREA:. A LEGAL ROUTE IS ONE THAT IS MARKED WITH A BROWN 
NUMBERED POST. YOU ARE IN VIOLATION IF YOU RIDE NON POSTED ROUTES, CROSS 
COUNTRY, HILL CLIMB OR IF YOU ARE BEHIND A RED POST. RIDING THROUGH A FENCE CUT 
OR AROUND A FENCE IS ALSO A VIOLATION. IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILIY TO KNOW WHERE 
YOU ARE RIDING! 

2. OPEN AREA: NO RESRICTIONS ON RIDING. ALL FORMS OF CROSS COUNTRY TRAVEL AND 
HILL CLIMBING IS ALLOWED. 

3. CLOSED AREA: CLOSED AREAS INCLUDE: DESIGNATED WILDERNESS AREAS, STATE 
PARKS, PRIVATE PROPERTY, PACIFIC CREST TRAIL, BIRDS OF PREY NESTING AREA (1 
FEBUARY 1 - JULY 1 ANNUALLY), AND DESERT RESTORATION AREAS. INCURSIONS CAN 
LEAD TO CITATIONS AND FINES, KNOW WHERE YOU ARE RIDING. 

4. HAY BALES ARE BOUNDARY MARKERS FOR DESERT RESTORATION PROJECTS AND THE 
AREA BEHIND THE HAY BALES ARE CLOSED TO OHV USE. PLEASE RESPECT THE BOUNDARIES 
AND DO NOT DAMAGE OR MOVE THE HAY BALES. 

OFF HIGHWAY VEHICLE (OHV) USE IN THE CALIFORNIA DESERT AREA
 
(OHV is any 4WD, Motorcycle, ATV Quadl3 wheeler, Dune Buggy)
 
A current registration (or copy) in possession, a valid green/red sticker properly affixed to the OHV, spark
 
arrestor, and exhaust system that is California State Noise Regulation compliance is required.
 



n.ucuuvu '"'-I. • IIUOCI3, <11l1;1l1lt:ll:> n::yulIl;u, l"U pa:ll:llt:ugt:..-S Ull 1-\.l VS, unless me vemcle was aeslgnea to carry
 
a passenger by the manufacture. If the rider is under fourteen years old they must have an ATV Safety
 
Certificate and be under direct adult supervision
 

nESERT TORTOISE INFORMATION:
 
Ir you find a Desert Tortoise please respect it. Any activity that causes harm to a tortoise, or possession of a
 
tortoise, tortoise remains or destruction of their habitat is a violation of the Endangered Species Act.
 
Violations will be treated accordingly. Never return a domestic tortoise to the wild. If you want to adopt or
 
return a tortoise you can contact the California Turtle and Tortoise Club at 510-886-2946 for additional
 
information.
 

SHOOTING: Target shooting of legally registered weapons is permitted. Please clean up your target debris,
 
shell casings and do not fire into to the air. Fireworks are not allowed on public lands at any time.
 

CAMPING: Remember! Pack it Out. Please select previously used campsites and your stay is limited to 14
 
days. The desert is home to many unique creatures and plants. Please respect them. The Joshua Tree is a
 
protected plant and not a good selection for firewood. They are not really trees, burn very poorly and only grow
 
about one foot every ten years. Please help us protect this resource. Prevent theft, lock up your equipment when
 
departing your campsite for the day or turning in for the evening. Leave the area cleaner than you found it. If
 
you have a campfire, please clean out the fire ring upon your departure.
 

TIPS FOR A TROUBLE FREE VISIT:
 
Always ride with a partner, whenever possible, know where you are going and have a map. Leave a riding plan
 
in camp, check your fuel, have water with you before departing. Remember it is your responsibility to know
 
where you are riding and if you can not see around turns slow down. Always be on the lookout for other riders
 
when riding in or around camping and staging areas be on the lookout for younger riders. Do not count on your
 
cell phone as coverage is very limited. .
 

The Jawbone-Dove Springs Area has many historic, prehistoric archaeological sites and mine sites scattered
 
across the desert. Please respect these sites, enjoy them, but leave artifacts where they were found and do not
 
explore abandoned mine shafts. They can be very dangerous.
 

The BLM encourages that all desert travelers use a propylene glycol based antifreeze/coolant. It is proven safer
 
and has less impact on wildlife and the environment should a leak occur.
 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS: 9 1 1
 
Kern County Sheriff (800)861-3110 Antelope Valley Hospital (661)949-5000
 
California City Police (760)373-8600 (BLM) Jawbone Station (760)373-1146
 
BLM Dispatch Center (909)383-5652 Ridgecrest Regional Hospital (760)446-3551
 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR YOUR COMMMENTS:
 
Bureau of Land Management Jawbone Station BLM
 
Ridgecrest Field Office 28111 Jawbone Canyon Road
 
300 S Richmond Rd, P.O. Box 1940
 
Ridgecrest CA 93555 Cantil, CA 93519
 
(760)384-5400 (760)373-1146
 

Remember Responsible Riders Keep Areas Open! Irresponsible riders damage the environment resulting in 
possibly loosing riding opportunities. 

nUl and Open Container Laws are strictly enforced! 
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MSRP* 

Engine 

Type 

Bore x Stroke 

Exhibit #4 
Yamaha Motor Home I Company I Site Map [s;,a_rc::~______ 

2007 Rhino 660 Auto. 4x4 

-Choose Comparison Model

$9,799 (Hunter Green)
 
$9,799 (Red)
 
$10,249 Hunter (Hardwoods HD Camo)
 

660cc liquid-Ioil-cooled w/fan, SOHC four-stroke; 5-valve 

100mm x 84mm 

Compression Ratio 

Carburetion 

Ignition 

Starting System 

Transmission 

Engine Braking 

Page-1 of 1
_J ~ 

Find a Dealerl Finance Tools I Rider Resources IContact U:;, My Yamaha 

9.1:1 

Mikuni 42mm BSR 

DC - CDI 

Electric 

Yamaha Ultramatic® V-Belt IH, L, N, R 

All Wheel 

Drive Train 

Chassis 

Suspension/Front 

Suspension/Rear 

Brakes/Front 

Brakes/Rear 

Tires/Front 

Tires/Rear 

Dimensions 

Lx W x H 

Wheelbase 

Turning Radius 

Ground Clearance 

Fuel Capacity 

Dry Weight 

Bed Capacity 

Towing Capacity ._ 

Other 

DC Outlet 

Instrumentation 

Lighting 

Yamaha On-Command® pushbutton 3-way locking differential, 2WD, 4WD, 
locked 4WD; Shaft -_. __ ..-.. _- . 

Independent double wishbone, 7.3" travel w/5-way preload adjustment 

Independent double wishbone, 7.3" travel w/5-way preload adjustment 

Dual hydraulic disc, twin pistons 

Hydraulic disc, self·adjust parking system, shaft mounted 

AT25x8-12 NHS 

AT25x10-12 NHS 

113.6" x 54.5" x 73.0"
 

75.2"
 

153.5"
 

12.1"
 

7.9 gal.
 

1049 lb.
 

400 lb.
 

_.1212 lb. 

Standard 

Digital LCD, multifunction display, fuel gauge, speedometer, odometer, dual 
trip, hour meter, clock and gear postion 

............................................
 
Dual 30W Krypton multireflector headlights & dual 21/5W brake light
 

Warranty 6 Month (Limited Factory Warranty) 



090106HWE7951 
Exhibit #5 
Pa e 1 of 1 Photographs 

5.1 - View of steep embankment the victim was traversing down when she lost 
control and rolled. 

5.2 - Arrow points to approximate area the victim lost control and her UTV 
started to roll. 
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FOR INCIDENTS INVOLVING UTILITY VEHICLES (UTVs) 

* PLEASE USE NEISS PRODUCT CODE 5044 on the cover sheet (182) if the investigation
 
confirms that the incident involves a utility vehicle.
 

* Please contact Tanya Topka (301 5047594 or TTopka@cpsc.gov) with questions about the 
investigation. 

* Please explicitly address each of the following questions in the 101 narrative. If no information 
is available for a specific question, please list the question number and indicate "na" or "not 
available." 

1. Provide the terrain type for the incident (grass, pavement, gravel, etc.) and also indicate if 
the terrain is flat, sloped, etc. Dirt road in an OHV Park going down a steep 
embankment. 

2. Determine if the driver and/or passengers were wearing seat belts. If they were wearing 
seat belts, please list if they were ejected. Victim was not wearing the seat belt. 

3. Determine if they were wearing a helmet. Victim was not wearing a helmet. 
4. Determine ages of the driver and all passengers and list the person by age and location 

(ex. Driver 16yom, Passenger 15yof, etc.) Driver only - 41 yof 
5. Determine speed at time of incident (even if not exact speed is available provide range 

(ex. Between 10-20mph) After watching her daughter lose control of her UIV on 
a steep embankment, the victim descended the same steep embankment and also 
lost control causing her UTV to roll over and over. The actual speed in 
unknown. 

6. Determine if the person was making a turn at the time of incident and in what direction. (If 
not what were they doing?) No 

7. Determine if the vehicle had aftermarket modifications. Unknown 
8. Determine the model year of the product and if it was the 450, 660, or 700cc model. 

2007660 cc 
9 Please list on the cover sheet (182) in the manufacturer section "Yamaha" and in the 

model section "Rhino" (We need this for easy searching) Done 
10. Determine if the vehicle rolled or tipped over. If so, did it land on or crush victim? Also, 

please make sure you clearly identify who was killed driver, passenger, and if 
passenger the location they were sitting in. As the UIV sped down the steep 
embankment, the victim lost control and started to go sideways and then 
overturn numerous times. Ihe victim was ejected and rolled separately down the 
hill. 

11. Determine number of riders on the vehicle at time of incident. One 



Task No. 090106HWE7951 

Date: 1-7-09 

Status of Missing Document(s) 

The official records were requested for this investigation report but could not be 
obtained. 

1. Kern County Coroner's Report 

2. 

DATE:__-"I:....-7,:..-..;;;,0;...9 _ INVESTIGATOR NO:__,...;;.,9.;;".:01::.:1 _ 

REGIONAL OFFICE: CFWIC-C SUPERVISOR NO: ---I 



1. Task Number 2. Investigator's 10 

9094081218CCC2191 

3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident 5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY YR MO DAY 

2008 12 19840 2008 01 01 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 26-year-old male was a passenger in a side-by-side UTV driven on a paved road by another adult male, who owned 
the UTV. They were not wearing helmets or seat belts. They stopped the UTV at an area of loose dirt and gravel where 
road repair work was in progress. When they tried to make a 180-degree turn to the left, the UTV tilted and skidded to 
the right. The passenger was ejected, landing on his right leg. The UTV also landed on him and dragged him several 
feet. He received a broken leg, torn ligaments, and torn tendons. The driver was not injured. 

MFR/PRVlBR NOTIFIEQ 

COMMENTS: _YES ~ 
_OVERRULED; _ATTACHED -£ 
~'SIONSlFOIA EXSZ!<; 

DO NO~FY 1t:t 
c 5 ( D9 

I7. Location (Home, School, etc) 8. City 
( 

4 - STREET OR HIGHWAY MCCOMB 

10A. First Product 10B. Trade/Brand Name 

5044 - Utility Vehicles YAMAHA 

100. Manufacturer Name and Address 
YAMAHA MOTOR CORPORATION, USA 
6555 Katella Avenue 
Cypress, CA 90630 

11 B. Trade/Brand Name 11A. Second Product 

NONE0 

11 D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 13. Sex 14. Disposition
 
26
 1 - Male 1 - Injured, not Hosp. 

16. Body Part(s) 17. Respondent 18. Type of Investigation
Involved
 

36 - LOWER LEG
 1 - Victim/Complainant 2 - Telephone 

21. Case Source 20. Attachment(s) 22. Sample Collection Number 
9 - Multiple Attachments 07 - Consumer Complaint 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

o Yes • No o Verbal o Yes for Manuf. Only 

25. Reviewed By24. Review Date 26. Regional Office Director 
01/29/2009 8631 Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 28. Source Document Number 
Topka, Tanya 108C0328A 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

9. State 

MS 

10C. Model Number 

RHINO 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

57 - Fracture 

(operatioil/ Travel)
16 0 

Injury Diagnosis 

Time Spent 

15. 

19. 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for U,~s,,-e~T'..:'hr~u,-,1,,-:/3~1~/2~O~10~O~M,,:B,--,N~o,"--, _~30~4~1~-0~0~29~ 
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NOTE: This investigation originated from a consumer complaint. There were no 
deaths in this incident. The complainant was a passenger in a side-by-side utility 
vehicle driven by a friend of his, the owner of the vehicle. 

I interviewed the complainant via telephone on December 19, 2008. During this 
interview, the complainant stated that his friend had sold the incident vehicle 
following the incident. Stating that the former owner of the vehicle did not wish to 
discuss the incident with CPSC, the complainant declined to provide the owner's 
name or contact information. 

During the telephone interview, the complainant stated the incident had occurred on 
a road that was being repaired at the time. He said that the road repairs had been 
completed prior to the time he reported the incident to CPSC and that the area of 
loose dirt involved in the incident had been repaved. 

Due to the fact that the incident vehicle was no longer available for inspection, the 
incident site had been altered following the incident, and the former owner could 
not be contacted, I did not conduct an on-site visit. 

No official law enforcement, fire department, or emergency response documents 
were generated pertaining to this incident. I was unable to obtain sufficient 
information from the complainant to request a copy of any insurance report that 
might have been generated as a result of this incident. 

The product involved in this incident is a side-by-side utility vehicle (UTV) with four 
wheels. The complainant was unable to provide any further identifying information for 
the vehicle than the brand name and manufacturer. 

The incident UTV belonged to a friend of the complainant's. This friend was driving the 
UTV at the time of the incident. The complainant stated that the owner had purchased the 
UTV new from an area dealer shortly before the incident, but he did not provide any 
further information about the dealer. The complainant said that the owner had not made 
any modifications to the vehicle since its purchase. 

The complainant is a 26-year-old male. His height and weight are unknown. He stated 
that he did not have nay pre-existing physical or mental condition that might have 
contributed to the incident. He also stated that he was not under the influence of any 
alcohol, drugs, or medication at the time of the incident. 

According to information provided by the complainant, the driver of the vehicle is an 
adult male. The complainant did not provide the driver's age, height, or weight. The 
complainant indicated that he driver had no known pre-existing physical or mental 
condition that might have contributed to the incident. He also said that, to his knowledge, 
the driver of the UTV was not under the influence of alcohol, drugs, or medication at the 
time of the incident. 
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As stated previously, the complainant in this incident was a passenger in a side-by-side 
utility vehicle (UTV), owned and driven by his friend. The complainant stated that they 
were not wearing helmets or seat belts at the time of the incident. He said that they had 
been wearing seat belts prior to the incident but that they had removed the seat belts. He 
did not indicate why the seat belts had been removed or why he and the driver were not 
wearing seat belts when the incident occurred. 

The complainant did not provide the date of the incident. He said that his friend had not 
owned the UTV long when the incident occurred, but he did not indicate the date or 
month in which the incident occurred. He said he thought that the incident had occurred 
in the autumn of2008. 

Some time during the autumn of 2008, two adult males were riding a side-by-side 
UTV on a paved residential street. Neither man was wearing a helmet. Although the 
complainant indicated that they had been wearing seat belts earlier during the drive, he 
said that they were not wearing seat belts when the incident occurred. 

The rate of speed at which the UTV was traveling is unknown. However, the complainant 
stated that they had come to a complete stop and were starting up again when the incident 
occurred. He said that they were not traveling at a high rate of speed when the incident 
occurred. 

The complainant stated that the UTV came to a place in the road where there was red 
clay and gravel. He said that road workers were filling in a ditch that ran beneath the road 
and that that the area above the ditch was unpaved when the incident occurred. 

According to the complainant, the driver of the UTV decided to make a 180-degree tum 
(U-tum) when he came to the repair work area. The complainant said that the driver 
brought the UTV to a complete stop and then began making a U-turn to the left. 

As the UTV began turning left, the passenger-side wheels apparently went off the paved 
area of the road, causing the UTV to tilt and skid to the right. (However, it is unclear 
from the statement given by the complainant whether all four wheels were in the dirt 
when this occurred or only the passenger-side wheels.) 

The complainant, who was not wearing a seat belt, fell out of the UTV and landed on his 
right leg. He said that the UTV, which continued its sideways tilt, landed on him and 
dragged him several feet. 

The complainant stated that the outside bone in his lower right leg was broken and that he 
received numerous tom ligaments and tendons in his ankle. He indicated that he sought 
medical attention for these injuries but that he was unable to afford all of the prescribed 
treatment. At the time of the telephone interview, he said that he was still suffering from 
injuries received in the incident. 
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I requested copies of medical records from the complainant and forwarded him a Medical 
Records Disclosure Form. However, neither the completed form nor a copy ofthe 
medical records was received. 

According to information provided by the complainant, the driver of the UTV was 
uninjured in the incident. 

The complainant stated that the UTV sustained minor damages in the incident. However, 
no specific information about the extent of damages to the UTV could be obtained. 

CONTACT WITH RETAILER AND MANUFACTURER: 

The complainant indicated that he had not contacted the retailer of the UTV involved in 
the incident. 

The complainant said that he had not contacted the manufacturer of the incident UTV but 
that he intended to do so. He did not provide any record of attempted contact with the 
manufacturer following the telephone interview with CPSC. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION: 

The product involved in this incident is a Yamaha Rhino side-by-side utility vehicle 
(UTV). The product was purchased new by a friend of the complainant several days or 
weeks before the incident occurred. 

I was unable to obtain any further identifying information regarding the UTV involved in 
the incident. 

Information about the manufacturer is listed below: 

Yamaha Motor Corporation, USA
 
6555 Katella Avenue
 
Cypress, CA 90630
 

The complainant said that, to his knowledge, the owner had not experienced any 
problems with the UTV prior to the incident. 

The complainant stated that the owner of the UTV had not made any aftem1arket 
modifications to the UTV prior to the incident. 

The complainant did not provide a copy of the owner's manual for the incident UTV, 

LABELING 

As the incident UTV had been sold by the owner prior to initiation of this investigation, I 
was unable to examine any labeling. 
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SAMPLE: 

None collected. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Attachment 1 - Contact Sheet 

Attachment 2 - Copy of Documents Sent to Complainant following telephone interview 
Attachment 3 - Missing Documents Form 



Attachment 1 Page 1 of 1 
081218CCC2191 MKP 

List of Contacts 

Name:
 
Title:
 
Address:
 

Phone:
 
Interviewed: December 19, 2008
 

Information from interview is included in narrative. 
Sent the following documents to complainant as pdf files attached to e-mail on 12/19/08: 

~ Authorization for Release of Name 
~ Medical Records Release Form 
~ FOIA Information 

Documents were not returned.
 
No further information was provided.
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Pigott, Mary 

From: Pigott, Mary 

Sent: Friday, December 19, 20082:46 PM 

To: In SRIP. I 2U1&. 
Subject: CPSC Complaint regarding Yamaha Rhino 

Attachments: CPSC letter. pdf; HIPAA - Medical Release Form.pdf; AuthorizationForm.pdf; FOIA Info.pdf 

Mr.'-' 

Thank you for taking the time to discuss your complaint with me earlier today. As I mentioned, I am attaching a 
letter requesting further action from you. I am also attaching two forms for your review and signature. 

I have also attached information concerning the procedure for making a request through the Freedom of 
Information Act. Please note the highlighted information regarding requests for brand-name data. Also, if you 
should choose to request a copy of the report pertaining to your case number, please wait to make that request 
until after the case has been completed. I will submit a report on your case after receiving a response from you 
regarding the attached forms. (If you choose not to release medical records to CPSC, please let me know by 
responding to this e-mail or calling me at the telephone number listed below.) 

As always, please feel free to contact me if you have any further questions or comments regarding your case. 

Thanks! 

Kim Pigott 
Product Safety Investigator· Jackson, MS 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
601·924·8370 

12119/2008 
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Telephone: 601-924-8370Mary Kimberly Pigott 
Fax 866-922-9730Product Safety Investigator 
E-mail: mpigott@cpsc.govPost Office Box 167 

Clinton, Mississippi 39060 

u.s. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
Jackson, MS Field Office 

December 19, 2008 

Dear--" 

Thank you for taking the time to discuss the incident you experienced with a Yamaha Rhino. As 
we discussed, the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) is a consumer 
protection agency of the U.S. federal government involved with the safety of various consumer 
products, including side-by-side utility vehicles. The information you provided our agency might 
help prevent an incident like this from happening to someone else. 

In an effort to obtain official information regarding the incident, I would like to request a copy of 
any records relating to the treatment you obtained for injuries resulting from this incident. In 
order to obtain the medical records, I need a signed release form from you. If you would agree to 
let the care provider forward a copy of your treatment records to CPSC, please sign the enclosed 
release form and return it to me at the address listed below: 

Kim Pigott - CPSC 
P. O. Box 167 
Clinton, MS 39060. 

I am also including an Authorization for Release of Name form. After reviewing this form,
 
please indicate your preference, sign the form, and return it to me at the address above.
 

For your benefit I have included infornlation about the procedure for making a request from our 
agency through the Freedom of Infornlation Act (FOIA). 

Again, thank you for the information you provided our agency regarding this incident. 

Sincerel\'. 

~R'¥KimPigott 
Product Safety Investigator 
Consumer Product Safety Commission 

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC (2772) * CPSC Web Site: http://www.cpsc.gov 
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APPENDIX VII-D-7 MEDICAL RECORDS DISCLOSURE FORM
 

u.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR MEDICAL RECORDS DISCLOSURE 
This form authorizes release of infonnation in accordancc with the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability 
Act, 45 C.F.R. Parts 160 and 164,5 U.S.c. 552a, and 38 U.S.C. 5701 and 7332. I understand that my disclosure of 
the information requested on this fonn is voluntary. r further understand that the Social Security Number will be 
used to locate records for release and if not voluntarily furnished complctely and accurately, the health or medical 
facility will be unable to comply with the request. 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
I request and authorize . ' (name of 
health or medicaljacility) to fumish the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission all 
information and copies of any and all records you may have pertaining to (my case)(the case ot) 

Patient Name 

Relationship to you 

Patient Social Security Number 

including, but not limited to, medical history, physical reports, laboratory reports and pathological slides, 
and X-ray reports and films. 

AUTHORIZATION: I certify that this request has been made freely, voluntarily and without coercion 
and that the information given above is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge. I understand 
that I will receive a copy of this form after I sign it. I may revoke this authorization, in writing, at any 
time except to the extent that action has already been taken to comply with it. Written revocation is 
effective upon receipt by the unit or office at the facility housing the records. Redisclosure of my medical 
records by those receiving the above authorized information may be accomplished without my further 
written authorization and my records may no longer be protected. Without my express revocation, the 
authorization wi II automatically expire: (1) upon satisfaction of the need for disclosure; (2) on 

(date supplied by patient); or (3) under the foJJowing conditions: 

(DATE) 

(SlGNATURE OF PATJENT OR PERSON AUTHOR1ZED TO SIGN FOR PATIENT) 

(WITNESS)
 

CPSC FORM NO 170
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u.s. Cons,umer Product
 
Safety Commission
 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product 
safety problem. The Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on 
concerned people to share product safety information with us. We maintain a 
record of this information, and use it to assist us in identifying and resolving 
product safety concerns. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and private 
labelers to inform them of the involvement of their product in an accident 
situation. We also give the information to others requesting information about 
specific products. Manufacturers need the individuars name so that they can 
obtain additional infonnation on the product or accident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom of this page whether you will 
allow us to disclose your name? If you request that your name remain 
confidential, we will, of course, honor that request. After you have indicated 
your preference, please sign your name and date the document on the Jines 
provided. 

D I request that you do not release my name. My identity is to remain 
confidential. 

D You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you do not release it to the general public. 

D You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public. 

(Signature) (Date) 

CPSC Fonn 322 
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Thank you for contacting the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission. (CPSC) 

Filing a complaint is the first step in helping the CPSC identify safety problems. CPSC staff 
reviews your complaint and also considers it in relation to other complaints the Agency 
receives. When a trend is suspected and a problem has a potential for causing a risk of 
injury, the staff may open an investigation to further investigate the product's involvement 
in any potential risk of injury. The information you provide could lead to a product recall, a 
voluntary or mandatory standard, an information and education safety campaign, or help 
us better understand the product, its use and possible injury trends. 

If the data and staff review indicates that a safety-related defect exists, the manufacturer or 
importer may be asked to conduct a recall. CPSC seeks a recall when there has been or 
could be a significant risk of injury presented by a consumer product as a result of a defect 
and/or violation of a Commission regulation or standard. Not every CPSC investigation 
results in a request for a recall. Some investigations are used to determine the necd for 
improvements to products through the development of a federal mandatory or voluntary 
industry standard or even to conduct an information and education safety program. While 
we have no set number of complaints needed to open an investigation, the staff does look for 
trends and responds accordingly. Commission technical staff (which may include engineers, 
scientists and epidemiologists) and compliance staff review complaints submitted to the 
CPSC whether by phone, letter or electronic submission. 

We hope you find this information helpful. However, if you wish to follow-up or obtain a 
copy of the investigative I'eports regarding this matter, please feel free to contact our 
Freedom ofInformation Act (FOJA) Office at 301-504-7923 (fax 301-504-0127) or file a 
FOJA request online at: 

https://xapps.cpsc.gov/FOIA/pages/reguestentrv.jsp 

Please reference CPSC file # 08' ~ 18Ccc. ~ ,q I 
We cannot give out brand-name information without first notifying the company 15 days in 
advance of any proposed disclosure and giving them an opportunity to comment on the 
information. Congress required this procedure in Section 6(b) of the Consumer Product 
Safety Act. You may file a FOIA request for brand-name data; the FOIA Office will give 
the information to the company for comment, resolve any issues the company raises, and 
then send you the results. 

Copies of product recan and product safety information can be sent to you automatically 
via Internet e-mail, as they arc released by CPSc. To subscribe or unsubscribe to this 
service go to the following web page: 

hup://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.aspx 

in:::~;:t:'r_~__ t:2;vOit. 
U.S. Consumer Product Saf~ 
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Date:__0_1_-2_9_-_2_0_0_9 _ 

STATUS OF MISSING DOCUMENT (S) 

The official records were requested for this investigation 
report but could not be obtained. 

Medical Records Disclosure Form1.--------------------------- 

Copy of medical records
2._------------------------- 

Authorization for Release of Name3._------------------------ 

Insurance Report - unable to make official request; no contact info 
4. _ 

5. _ 

01-29-2009 9 o94Date: _ Investigator No:___ _ _ 

• 8631Regional office: _C_F_I_W__ Supervisor No: _ 

1/2008 



1. Task Number 

081106HCC3100 

3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

840 2007 09 26 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint 

A 72 year old male was riding a UTV 4-wheeler down a trail when his front wheel went up over a large rock causing thE 
right side of the UTV to come up off the ground. When the tires came off the ground the UTV became top heavy and 
fell to the its left side and The victim was ejected to the ground and his head landed next to the roll bar. The victim was 
not wearing a helmet nor seatbelts at the time of the incident. The victim died at the scene. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

0- UNKNOWN 

10A. First Product 

5044 - Utility Vehicles 

100. Manufacturer Name and Address 
YAMAHA MOTOR CORPORATION, USA 
6555 Katella Avenue 
Cypress, CA 90630 

11A. Second Product 

0 

11 D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
72 

16. Body Part(s) 
Involved 

75 - HEAD 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 14 - Death Certificate 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

o Yes • No o Verbal 

24. Review Date 25. Reviewed By 
03/04/2009 9021 

27. Distribution 
Streeter, Robin; Topka, Tanya 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

17. Respondent 

3 - 2nd Hand Info Only 

21. Case Source 

2. Investigator's 10 

9107 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2009 02 06 

LlPC 

MFR/PRVlBR NOTIFIED 

COMMENTS: _YES _40 
_OVERRULED; _ATTACHED £ 

5VZ:SIONS/FOIA Exs2 " : 
../t. 0 NOT RE-NOTIFYtR~TIFY

J s rF'lC/r 
8. City 

CLANCY 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 

YAMAHA RHINO 

11 B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

14. Disposition 
8 - Death 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC
 
INVESTIGATION
 

REPORT
 

9. State 

MT 

10C. Model Number 

UNKNOWN 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
62 - Intern. Org. Inj. 

19. Time Spent 
(OperatiOjl/ Travel) 

18. Type of Investigation 

2 - Telephone 8 a 

22. Sample Collection Number 

o Yes for Manuf. Only 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

28. Source Document Number 
0730007114 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for Use Thru 1/3112010 OMB No. 3041-0029 
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This In-Depth Investigation (101) was initiated based a death certificate concerning a fatality 
involving a Utility Vehicle (UTV). The following information was obtained from investigating 
officials. The incident was not witnessed. 

The photographs and the coroner's report were requested but have not been received. 

The terrain is identified as a developed 4-wheel wooded trail in a mountain area. 
Only way to access the area is by way of a 4-wheeler. 

It is unknown how fast the victim was going at the time of the incident 
The driver was killed; there were no passengers on the UTV. 

The victim was a 72 year old male. His date of birth was 6/16/1935. He was 5'9" tall and 
weighed 180 pounds. The victim did not have any medical problems. On the death 
certificate it is was noted that the victim was not wearing a helmet or seatbelt at the time of 
the incident. 

On 9/26/07, the victim and two other friends on their ATVs were coming back down the trail. 
The two friends had rode on ahead of the victim and waited down on the trail. 

The victim was following behind and he was making his way down the trail, he ventured to 
the right side just a little too far where his front wheel went Lip over a large rock and caused 
the right side of the UTV to come up off the ground. After the two tires were off the ground 
the UTV then became top heavy and then fell to the lift side of the trail. 

The two friends that where waiting for the victim noticed that it was taking the victim a little 
longer than necessary to come down the trail, so they both started back up the trail to 
investigate. 

When they arrived they noticed that the victim's UTV had tipped over on its left side and the 
victim was lying lifeless with the left side of his head by the roll bar. The two friends pulled 
the victim away from the UTV and saw blood emitting from inside his mouth. One friend began 
CPR while the other called for help. 

Cause of death was due to blunt force injury to the head. 

Product Identification: 

The product involved in this In-Depth Investigation was an Utility Vehicle (UTV). The 
UTV is identified as a blue 2006 Yamaha RHINO 4-wheel UTV 
No further information was obtained. 

Exhibits: 
(1) Police Report 
(2) Search Report 
(3) Toxicology Report 
(4) Photographs 
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Contacts 

Montana Highway Patrol 
2550 Prospect Ave 
Helena, MT 
Contact initiated to obtain a copy of the police report 

Jefferson County Sheriff 
110 S. Washington St 
Boulder, MT 
Contact initiated to obtain a copy of the police report 
Photographs have not been received 

Coroner 
PO Box 588 
Boulder, MT 59632 
Contact initiated to obtain a copy of the coroner's report 



Task Number: 081106HCC3100 

Date: 2/24/2009 

Status of Missing Document(s) 

The official records below were requested for this investigation report, but could not be 
obtained. 

1. __Coroner's Report _ 

2. 

3.
 

4.
 

5.
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On Wednesday Scplcrnbcr 26, 2007 a\ approximillely 15l5~lts , \\I~ nOlil1\."\J f~om Oisptuch ili~1 I Jlet.'dcd 10 
respond to lhe CIaJ1\;}', MT area as there 'w-as a coroner wi involving an A1\1 ac~ldent. I ",r~ adVls.cd lh.:n 
l)epuly Sheri IT Chad McFadden and Elkhom Search & Rescue wefC also headed co the locallon due to where 
the accidenL W'lS located o.t. l acknowkdged Disp~tcn and was en route. 

AI approximately 1623 Hrs. [ arriv~d at the trailhead where only 4- wheele~s were l1ccessib~c 10 the accidcnl 
sile. I was l1ansponed on one of the search ~md rescue 4· wheelers. A lJttle lurthcr up the 'irat] ! m~t Chad, 
Terry Sauer and Eagle nmbu'on~e personneL Ch..,d ~t:llcd to me lhatlhe ol;cidcnl was ~nhcr up lhe .trail ~d 
(hoI ( could fol,low him on up. Terry also stated 10 me Ihallhe llccident occurred 0001'.110 Gulch Trall, \"'h,cb 
\I,/as a developed 4- whcdcr traiL 1 lha!~ked Terry and won al)~,;r i:<l~~ were cn rout.: to the scene, 

I a_l~" t.> ~ l ~''':''':'::~ ,~.~' F"t \~ i i 
), lipl-'1t"d on its len side \\;;lb a Irlalt: b(.dy {i,tic:nl,iflcd (is D"cc".:derl1 •• n••)lllyirlg Ii 

prone posilion on his back with his feel fa<;lng down (owards lhe lnril. The pronouttecd Time of lkalh was a1 

16J8Hrs. ~ 
. " ,.1 l,hen, spoke lo lwo 0', h,er male indl",'~du.al males \...'ho were ri~,\vilth Gc::mrd, Th~ iirs\ I s~oke to Wll~ 
~1nd the~ BOlh 0 I lhem Slaled lo me Iha~vas \he lasl person commg dO'\-\ll the In.lll 

liS lhcy \\,'cre a lillie ways ahead of him. They bl.llh noticed Ihal~"'a5 lukinB a lillie ll>nger than ncccsstlry 
10 come oO\vn the trOliJ. .')0 they bolh sLarled back lip the: trllil to investigate, When they arrived lhey nOliccd Iha[ 
.--..._ wheeler hal.! lirpcd uver on lis left side and his body was lyinB lifeless wllh the left side of nls head 
by the roU bar_~hell pulJt.~ body away from the 4- whcel~r and lhen (oullJ see blood emining 
frum Inslde hts moulh. and lhen begon CPR until he WU$ too tired 10 contlJlue whil~allcd fro help, 

SOl'lleLi,me [aler Eagle Ambula.nce per-....onnel (Shawn and Kalherine Jack.son). ani"'cd where ,I III' .Jc and 
~cre al. Sh~\Ar11 anti Kathcrt1le tried hooking up a monitor 10 check for...... heartbeat, bUI were 

unable LO locate one. Eagle Ambulance then contacted Dispatch and advised thc:m thitl it waS a coroner calL 
There were a IOlaJ of 34 phOlOgrophs t1Iken al (he St'cnc and allhe mortuary, ./Ind aJso there was a photo laken 

from selln;:h and rescue of the (JPS coordin<ileS of the I:IccIdenl, Aficr completing th~ necessary papervmrk lhe 
dccellellt's body was loaded inlo a 1I1Ler and placed on the back of one oflhc sr:arch 1100 rescue's 4- wheeler 
unlil It cou~d be unloaded inlo Eagl( Ambulance. Shown, Katherine and I walked down the LraiJ wllh Ihe 4· 
wheeler and body unli I we met Terry. 1cxprnlncd to Terry whm held occ\lflcd while Ihe body war;; loaded lillo 

:~'~ t.~I.,~ t~:J,r ~-~f. ~J,n·~ 1 
il! lJ~; fiWdnli,TH: I vc ' oj' the pn.:s~:ril :;,tl'l'lIi"!'iL 

ask~~lfhcC(luld have Dcput)' S.henrfTom Grimsrucl rc:spoml \0 the deced~nt's residence as she hadn't 
bC'cn fonnaJl}' nolilied;emllflalcd to me llwt he would Illke care ofiL. 

Lmcr on as J was d\:par11ng Ine immediate aren 1WitS advised from Depuly Shcri1l" Bob Gleich thatlhc
 
decedent" 5 w~le would like me 10 s~OP, by and ~.ak wllh ~cr.~wledged him and w,.as, en roule.
 

At approxlJl1alcly 1750Hrs J urnve4 at Lhe \\llle-_ellDO[3 .O-2~esiuer}ce where I 
I11C( one ,!f her [em~\lc nei~hbor5.•wamed to know ...vhal hud happe:ned and] explained [0 her as -.' 
was coming back down the IrUil he vcnluroo 10 the ri~hl siuc:jusl a lillic 100 fur where his from wheel wenl up 
ov~r the good size rOl.:k and c(}u5cd the right side of (he: ATV 10 come up of[ the: Bfound. After lbe tWO tires 
were ofT lhe I;lffiund the ATV Iht...,l became mp heavy Illl<.Ithen feU to (he lef4 side, then causing the ::lccideJlt. 

r !hen a.sked her whal she had jll ffiJnd for necessary fuocraJ ammgements. anA.IF Staled lO me. lhal she 
k11~~W lhal she wi.ulled him cremated bllt didn"t know who since had re::;ided in her present lo-calion ror oAly 1()tlr 
lnonths. I slated II,) her when:- .'ar $ bod)' would be at :md if she was inlercslt."CI she could contact KCJlh 
Knecland_ She then thanked me for my help and I men departed ltIc Immedj~ue IlfC.a en route to lhe mortuary. 

At <lpproximately 1835Hrs [ met wi(h Deputy Sheriff Sha:un Gardner who ns~islcd me and wimcssed .....hut 
i~cms were laken from Gcmrd's body. After t.aking photogrnphs Ilhen drew \/llrooUS fiuid and placed II in lhe 
loxkology kiL before sealing it, Taken from lhe body was u money dip lhallmd u lolal currency or$5~O.OO ami 

I'Jlgl:: 101'2 
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three crediL card::;, one lnsurance card and a MT DrIver's licc:nse- Nexl \Vas a black in color LO ~llular phone, 
a small Ruko pockel knife and one pair of glasses with one lens knockoo out, The iLems Were then placed inside 
an evidence bag and 1hen put inside m)' p~lrol vehicle where il was properly secured. Shaun and Ilhen dcpancd 
the mortuary. 

Al approxirnatety 1937Hrs l i1rrived nl the shcrills office In Boulder and acquired the necessary pnpen.vork 
needed from Dispaleh S~) I h:ll ) cOllid t.)mpkh~ the coroner report. llh~:n lell ,~n rome back 10 Whirehalj, r,AT. 

On Thursday at approximalely 104]Hrs I was advised from Dispatch lhal 1needed 10 contact GeTIlL,fs 
brolhcr Denny and was advised oflne phone l"'J'WJlbeL I then conlacled Denny and he provided me [he neces.sary 
paperwork needed so thai I could fully complele [he coroner report. Denny agreeJ. to meet me at lhe sheri Os 
office where I could give him llle vnluables that ( had acquired tro~ 

At approximalely I430lJrs Denny and Ule rest of the fillJ'llly mel wilh me ,lIld 1then gave him lhe items of•Mm... He also signed an evidence cr.rd sho.vlng Lhot he received all of lhe ilems. 
The death was oracciuemal and lhe cause of death was blunt force Injury to tile head. ActUal time of dealh 

\vas 111 1447Hrs, and lhe pronounced time of death "''''',lS Elt 1638Hrs. Decedent didn'r have any medical problems 
rela[i,,"{f from his w.ll.~ 
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IDI# 081106HCC3100 
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Elkhorn Search & Rescue 
P.O. BDJIC 304IClancy MT 59634 

SEARCH REPORT 
Requesting Agency: Jefferson County Sherri's oHice 

Subject: .-.ATV wreck 

Prepared by: Dave Kauffman-Coordinator Elkhorn Search & Rescue 

Date of Search: 

Location of Search: Sheep Mountain .,. UTM 12T 0422106·5150458 
Map datum: NAD 83 Lat Long: N 46d 30·11.5" • W 112d 00"54.r 

Place Last Seen: (PLS) On Trail 

Type of Search: Body Recovery 

ATVTeams: 4 
Chad Mcfadden, Da\fe KauHman, 
Larry Heighl eris Goodhue 

Action Taken: 

Deputy Chadd Mcfadden called coordinator Dave Kauffman at 15:00 hrs to 
re8pond to the Sheep Mountain area fDr a potentially fltal atv accident. Dave 
attempted to ea'. coordinator Alan Erickson with no response. While in route to 
the Esar build Ing Dave called down the can tree to get mont help to respond. 
three members responded: Dave Kauffman, Cris Goodhue and Larrv Heigh. 
When Dave arrived at the building at 15:15 hrs Chad McFadden infonned him the 
Victim was deceased. Re8ponding teams arrived at the buildIng at 15:20 hrs and 
we deployed wittl four atvs to Sheep Mountain for the body recovery. Teams 
arr~ved on scene at 16:02 hrs and soon deployed. We were tnformed that Eagre 
ambulance service had waJked into the subject Chad, Dave, Larry and Cris 
arrived on scene at 16:15. After the Deputy Corener investigated Elkhorn team 
helped with the packaging and transported the V~ctlm anc!.l.lL9!treonnel to the 
tr.Uhe,d. The subject was approximately two miles from~s house on a 
windy and steep trail. The sUbject appeared to have hit a large rock with his 
Rhino atv which started hts atv tipping on Jts slde. When we arrived the victim 
was laying on the trail below the aN. 
We returned home from 1he search at 1B~20 hrs. 
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FORE.NSIC SCIE.NCE DIVISION 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

STAT£. OF MONT.o\NA 
2679 PALMER 

MrSSOUL,~. 1\1T 59808 
(406) 718-4970 

11111111 1111 1IllllllliliUm [IIIIIU 1111111111 UIIIIII~ III~ 

DEPUTY DAN HAGERTY LAb Cill~e ill: FSQ-01-4039-'9 
JEFFERSON COUNTY SHERIFF Agerlcy ~e"r#'. JCSO~716B 

COUNTY COURtHOUSE SUBJECT".' ••• 
110 SOUT'" WASHI NGTON 
t:i()t I!. Cll:::Ft, ""r 5%3"~ 

GC: 

TOXICOLOGY REPORT 

EVIDENCe: 

The laboJalOry retewed tte rollov.'log evl:leO¢l'! for anatysIII 

TOX KIT - NICKel 

DRUG CO NFIRMATlO N RES ULTS: 

SUBJECll ] r_I.......
 
SAMPLE NOT ANALYZED	 AN INSUFFICIENT SAMPLE WAS SUBMITIED FOR 

ANAlYSIS 

JiI/t_.""",...,~"._.,,,_._

SC<JU A S~illu~u:r 

FClIcn:ll~ Tj)IICL~lQ.\lI!1 

11/'1512007 
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Photo #1 - View of the Utility Vehicle on is left side. View is facing the rear lower part 
of the UTV. 

Photo #2 - View of the large rock that over turned the UTV on its left side. The arrows 
point at the left side tire marks left by the UTV. 
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Photo #3 - View ofthe underside of the VIV. 

Photo #4 - View of the top side of the VIV. Ihe arrow is pointing to where the victim 
was found with his head near the roll away bar of the VIV. 
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Photo #5 - View of the front end of the urv. 

Photo #6 - View of the skid marks left by the urv after the incident. 
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Photo #7 - Closer view of the large rock that over turned the UTV. 

Photo # 8 - View of the location where the ATV over turned and came to rest after the 
incident. 
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Photo #9 - View of tre roadway that was used to get to the overturned UTV. 

Photo #10 - This is a view of the right side of the UTV. The arrows are pointing to 
scrapes and scratches on the UTV. 



Task Number 081106HCC3100 

INTERVIEWER: When the response to a particular question is 
unknown, please leave blank. 

Type of respondent: Police Department
 

Other, specify:
 

1. What type of vehicle was involved in the incident? (If vehicle is not an ATV, 
or if ATV has more than 4 wheels, politely thank respondent for her/his 
cooperation and terminate interview). 

1 - 3 wheeled ATV (2)- utility Vehicle 

2 - 4 wheeled ATV 8 - Other Vehicle 

3 - ATV with unknown number of wheels o - Unknown 

4 - 2 wheeled motorcycle 

5 - Dune Buggy 

6 - ATV with more than 4 wheels 

2. What is the manufacturer/brand name of the ATV(s) involved in the incident? 
If more than two ATVs, use an additional sheet. 

ATV #1 ATV #2 

Manufacturer: 02 - Yamaha Manufacturer: 

3. What is the model name or number and/or vehicle identification number (VIN) 
of the ATV? 

Model: Yamaha Rhino I VIN: 

4. What is the model year of the ATV? (Record last two digits of model year. For 
example 89,90). 

Model Year: 2006 

5.	 What is the engine size (in CCs) of the ATV? 

Engine Size: Unknown 

6. Was there more than one death involved in this incident? If more than two 
individuals were killed use an additional sheet. 

Death #1	 Death #2 

Date of Death: 09/26/2007
 

Age/Sex: 72/ Male /
 
State of Death: MONTANA
 

City of Death: Clancy
 

County of Death: Jefferson County
 



'.
 

Task Number: 081106HCC3100 

7. Describe how the incident occurred. (Use additional sheets if necessary) . 
A 72 year old male was riding a UTV 4-wheeler down a trail when his front wheel 
went up over a large rock causing the right side of the UTV to come up off the 
ground. When the tires came off the ground the UTV became top heavy and fell to 
the its left side and The victim was ejected to the ground and his head landed 
next to the roll bar. The victim was not wearing a helmet nor seatbelts at the 
time of the incident. The victim died at the scene. 

8. Did the	 ATV overturn/tipover/rollover?Yes 

9.	 If ATV overturned/tipped over/rolled over, did it land on the victim? 

Victim 1: Victim 2: 

@ No	 Unknown Yes No Unknown 

10. Who was killed in the incident? Check all that apply. 

(2)- Driver 3 - Bystander 8 - Other/Unknown 

2 - Passenger 4 - Driver/Other Vehicle 

11.	 Was the victim wearing a helmet at the time the incident occurred? 

Victim 1: Victim 2: 

Yes e Unknown Yes No Unknown 

12. How many riders (inclUding the driver) were on the ATV at the time the 
incident occurred? 

o - Unknown 2 - Two riders 4 - Four or more riders 

@- One rider 3 - Three riders 9 - No riders 

13. List the following physical characteristics of the DRIVER of the ATV: 

Age: 72 Height: 69 (inches)
 

Weight: 04 = 150 - 199 Sex: Male
 



Task Number: 081106HCC3100 

14.	 How did the driver learn to operate an ATV (READ LIST) 

1 - Organized Program Sponsor's Name: 

2 - Dealer/Salesperson Arranged through dealer: 

3 - Friend/Relative Friend/Relative Age: 

4 - Self 

5 - Other (Specify)
o-Don't Know
 

15. What was the type of terrain (ground surface) being travelled at the time 
the incident occurred? 

01 - Forest, Woods 

16. Type of road being travelled by ATV when incident occurred? 

09 - NA (Not a road) 

17. Identify any other motor vehicle(s) involved in this incident. 

09 - NA (Not a traffic incident) 

18. Had the driver of the ATV used alcohol just prior to the incident? 

2	 - No 

19. Had the driver taken any drugs or medication just prior to the incident? 

2	 - No, Drugs 

Additional Comments: 



840 

2. Investigator's 101. Task Number 

8953081215CCC3192 

5. Date Initiated 3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAYYR MO DAY 

2009 08 082008 06 23 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

9. State 

CA 

10C. Model Number 

YXR 70FXGR 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

(operati~illTravel)
20 0 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
0 - No Injury 

Time Spent 

7

19. 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 52-year-old, male complainant discovered that his utility vehicle continuously veered to the right while driving at any 
speed and he had to counterbalance by steering left. He discovered that the vehicle frame was 112" shorter on the right 
side. The dealer replaced the frame, and the vehicle no longer veers to the right. The rear tire on the new frame toes 
inward, and the complainant feels this presents a safety hazard, so he has discontinued use of the vehicle. The 
complainant sustained no injuries. 

MFRIP6VJR NonFl~ 
COMMENTS: _ YES . NO 
_OVERRUlED; ___ ATTACHEO 

A'S'ONS/FO'A EXS. _: 

:+.E.NOh E·NOTIFY 

5 'rle1 
l7. Location (Home, School, etc) 8. City
 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE
 BISHOP 

10A. First Product 10B. Trade/Brand Name 

5044 - Utility Vehicles YAMAHAIRHINONlN#5Y4AM16488A0012 

100. Manufacturer Name and Address 
YAMAHA MOTOR CORPORATION, USA 
6555 Katena Avenue 
Cypress, CA 90630 

11 A. Second Product 11B. Trade/Brand Name 

0 NONE 

11 D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 13. Sex 14. Disposition
 
52
 0- No Injury 1 - Male 

16. Body Part(s) 17. Respondent 18. Type of Investigation 
Involved
 

99 - NO INJURY
 1 - Victim/Complainant 2 - Telephone 

21. Case Source20. Attachment(s) 22. Sample Collection Number 
5 - Other 07 - Consumer Complaint 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

o Yes o No • Verbal o Yes for Manuf. Only 

25. Reviewed By 26. Regional Office Director 24. Review Date 
902102/1212009 Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 28. Source Document Number 
Topka, Tanya 108C0315A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 01131/2010 OMB NO. 30410029 
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This incident was investigated in response to an Internet 
complaint. The following information was obtained from the 
complainant via telephone. The complainant's city is 
located 500+ miles away in snow country at 4000 feet in 
elevation. Due to difficulties in traveling to his site, 
along with the fact that the incident vehicle has been 
repaired by the dealer, an on-site investigation was not 
conducted. Additional information was obtained from the 
service manager from the dealership where the vehicle was 
purchased. 

The complainant is a 53-year-old male who is 5'11" tall and 
weighs 180 pounds. The complainant is in good health. 
Alcohol, medication or drugs are not factors in this 
complaint. 

other people involved in this complaint: the complainant's 
47-year-old wife who is 5'9" tall and weighs 150 pounds; 
his 22-year-old son who is 6'4" tall and weighs 250 pounds; 
and his 7-year-old son who is 4'6" tall and weighs 70 
pounds. 

The complainant is a certified snowmobile technician. From 
1988 until 2005, he owned a snowmobile dealership selling 
top brand snowmobiles. In 2005, he moved to his current 
location and opened up a rental dealership for recreational 
vehicles. He rents or has rented snowmobiles, all-terrain 
vehicles, utility vehicles, dirt bikes, motorcycles, 
kayaks, and other recreational items. 

The incident involves a 2008 model utility vehicle that the 
victim purchased in June 2008 from an out-of-state dealer 
who is located about 200 miles away from his home. He 
purchased this vehicle initially for his own use with the 
idea of eventually renting it out to customers at his 
rental dealership. 

The complainant had a 2006 same brand/model utility vehicle 
that he rode and also rented out. He recently sold this 
2006 model. The complainant said that neither he nor his 
customers experienced any problems or incidents with the 
2006 model. 

The complainant said that he is very experienced in the use 
of recreational vehicles, such as utility vehicles, 
snowmobiles, all-terrain vehicles, dirt bikes and 
motorcycles. He took training many years ago from a dealer 
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when he purchased his first all-terrain vehicle, but he 
never took any formal training in riding utility vehicles. 
Prior to using the utility vehicle, the complainant said 
that he read and fully understood all 100+ pages of the 
owner's manual. 

The complainant tried out the incident vehicle soon after 
he brought it home from the dealer, on or around 6/23/09. 
He first rode it on the level cement-paved parking lot 
surface of his rental dealership. He noted that the vehicle 
was leaning to the right and it felt like it wanted to tip 
over to the right. He then drove the vehicle on a level 
dirt area surface at his business location, and the vehicle 
continued to lean and pull to the right. He was driving at 
an estimated 10 to 15 mph at this time. 

Afterwards, the complainant always rode the vehicle on off
highway vehicle dirt trails on dirt surfaces that were 
level or that had a slight incline (he could not estimate 
the incline angle). He said that the vehicle always pulled 
to the right, and he had to counterbalance it by holding 
the steering wheel to the left. If he was on a slight 
incline, he said that he had to really fight with the 
vehicle's tendency to pull to the right by really holding 
the wheel to the left. 

The complainant said that from June until September 2008, 
he rode the vehicle for around one to two hours a week on 
overnight camping trips in the recreational areas located 
around five to six miles away from his home. During this 
time period, he drove about 1000 miles. The complainant was 
unable to tell me the total number of hours that he rode it 
during this time. 

When not in use, the vehicle was stored in a secure, 
covered location at the complainant's rental store. 

The complainant is the main user of the utility vehicle. 
His 22-year-old son drove it a couple of times. The son 
told the complainant that he did not like the vehicle 
because it kept pulling and leaning to the right and he had 
to fight to keep it from tipping over. The son no longer 
drives it. The complainant's wife drives the vehicle on 
occasion and she also reported to the complainant that she 
has to fight to keep it from leaning right and tipping 
over. The son and the wife always used the utility vehicle 
on dirt trails and they never drove it more than 25 mph. 

2 
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Neither the son nor the complainant's wife experienced any 
tipover incidents with the vehicle. 

Nobody else drove the utility vehicle. The complainant said 
that he had planned on renting out the utility vehicle at 
his rental dealership, after he broke it in and rode it 
around for awhile. However, he did not like the way the 
vehicle handled by pulling to the right, so he never did 
rent it out. He perceived this to be an unsafe condition 
and he did not want to see any of his customers get hurt 
while riding the vehicle. 

The complainant generally rode alone, but he occasionally 
had his 7-year-old son or his 47-year-old wife as a 
passenger. He and his passenger always wore a seatbelt and 
a helmet. 

The complainant made no after-market modifications to the 
utility vehicle. 

The complainant said that he performed routine maintenance 
on the vehicle, as recommended in the owner's manual, such 
as keeping the tires properly inflated, changing the oil, 
conducting visual inspections, etc. He could not recall the 
dates that he performed such maintenance. 

The complainant told me that he always rode his utility 
vehicle in a normal and very careful manner, and he never 
drove it recklessly or at high speeds. The complainant said 
that he always followed the posted speed limits, driving 
from 10 to 15 mph where posted. When there was no posted 
speed limit, he would drive at speeds of 20 to 25 mph. He 
said that the vehicle was harder to handle at these higher 
speeds, and he had to put more effort into counterbalancing 

\ 

the vehicle by steering harder to the left. 

The complainant said that he has had several close calls 
involving potential tipover while driving the vehicle, but 
he has never experienced an actual tipover incident. He 
said that even though he never experienced a tipover 
incident, he feels that the vehicle has a great potential 
for tipping over. He said that, because he is a very 
experienced driver, he knows how to counterbalance the 
vehicle's tendency to pull to the right and thereby prevent 
any type of incident. 
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The complainant said that he tried to live with the problem 
of the vehicle leaning to the right. Then sometime in early 
September 2008, he decided to examine the vehicle in order 
to determine if there was a reason why it was leaning to 
the right. The complainant took the front and rear panels 
off of the utility vehicle in order to access and examine 
the frame. He inspected the frame from various angles and 
he measured all four corners. He discovered that the frame 
of the vehicle was lower on the right side, and he realized 
that this was the reason that the vehicle was pulling to 
the right. 

In early September, the complainant said that he contacted 
the utility vehicle dealer and he advised of the problem 
that he experienced with the vehicle and of his 
inspectional findings. The dealer told him to bring the 
vehicle in for an inspection by the service department. The 
complainant said that he loaded the utility vehicle on his 
truck and drove it 200 miles to the dealer. 

The complainant said that the service department agreed 
with his findings that the frame was lower on the right 
side, and the service manager told him he would contact the 
manufacturer regarding a possible repair under warranty. 
The manager later advised the complainant that the 
manufacturer refused to repair the vehicle because there 
was no safety issue involved. The complainant said that he 
then kept calling the manufacturer directly asking the firm 
to replace the frame of his utility vehicle under warranty 
because he felt that it presented a safety hazard. He said 
that after many phone calls to the manufacturer, the firm 
finally agreed to authorize a frame replacement under 
warranty. 

The complainant said that it took about six weeks to get 
the frame replaced. The repair cost was about $3000 but the 
complainant was not charged since it was a warranty repair. 
The complainant said that the dealer delivered the repaired 
utility vehicle to him sometime in November 2008. He also 
received an extended six-month warranty on the new frame. 

Upon taking possession of the utility vehicle (with its new 
replacement frame), the complainant conducted a visual 
inspection. He discovered that shock bolts were missing and 
about six nuts and bolts were also missing in the area 
where the floorboard attaches to the frame. Further visual 
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examination of the vehicle at this time revealed that the 
rear tire "toes-in" where the tire mounts to the frame, 
making the vehicle "pigeon-toed", according to the 
complainant. 

The complainant called the dealer and told him to pick up 
his utility vehicle and fix the problem. The dealer picked 
up the vehicle sometime in November 2008 from the 
complainant's business location, and drove it back to the 
dealership for repair. The service manager advised the 
complainant that they would replace any missing bolts but 
they could not repair the "toe-in" issue because the 
manufacturer would not authorize the repair. The 
complainant contacted the manufacturer directly regarding 
this problem, and the firm advised him that there is 
nothing else that they will do for him. 

The dealer returned the vehicle to the complainant in 
November 2008. The complainant examined the vehicle and he 
found that the dealer installed the missing bolts in the 
area of the shocks, but the dealer had not installed the 
missing nuts/bolts in the floorboard area. The complainant 
said that he was fed up by this time, so he went to the 
hardware store for replacement nuts/bolts and he put them 
on the floorboard area himself. 

After getting the vehicle back from the dealer this second 
time, the complainant rode the vehicle about ten miles one 
day and about 50 miles another day. He rode on a flat dirt 
road, going in a straight direction each time. The 
complainant said that since replacement of the frame, the 
vehicle is drivable and it does not lean to the right 
anymore. However, he feels that the "toe-in" problem with 
the new frame presents a safety hazard, and he is afraid to 
drive the vehicle as is. 

The complainant told me that while the vehicle was at the 
dealership awaiting the first repair, sometime around 
October 2008, he began to see many industry magazine 
articles, news reports and Internet accounts about rollover 
issues with his brand/model utility vehicle. He discovered 
that there have been many injuries and deaths involving his 
brand/model vehicle. These articles greatly concerned him 
and he wondered about the safety of his vehicle. As a 
result of the media reports and the current "toe-in" 
condition of his vehicle, he decided to discontinue use of 
the vehicle. The vehicle is currently in storage. 
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On 12/12/08, the complainant decided to notify CPSC of the 
problems that he has experienced with his utility vehicle. 
He said that he feels that his vehicle is unsafe to drive, 
even with the new frame, and the dealer and manufacturer 
have refused to make any additional repairs to render it a 
safe vehicle. He said that he has passionately expressed 
his safety concerns to the manufacturer to no avail. 

I contacted the utility vehicle dealership and spoke to the 
service manager, who reported the following details to me. 
The complainant brought the vehicle into the dealership on 
9/9/08. The manager noted that there was a big "rental" 
sticker on the vehicle at the time, and it made him wonder 
what the complainant had been doing with the vehicle and 
what driving conditions it had been subjected to. The 
manager said that the service department determined that 
one fender was lower than the other and the diagnosis is 
listed as "lean" on the work order. The manager told me 
that the work order also stated that the "suspension is 
1/2-inch lower on the passenger side" and that the 
"customer has maintained proper tire pressure at all 
times". He said that the manufacturer refused to repair the 
vehicle under warranty because the firm felt that this was 
a cosmetic issue that did not affect the vehicle's 
performance, and that it did not present a safety hazard. 
The manager told me that he agrees with the manufacturer's 
determination. The complainant's vehicle sat in his shop 
for about six weeks until the manager received word from 
the manufacturer to go ahead and replace the complainant's 
frame under warranty. The manufacturer's rep told the 
manager that the complainant kept calling the firm, so they 
decided to replace the frame as a good will gesture, even 
though they felt that the problem was only cosmetic. The 
repair was conducted on/around 10/23/08, which is the 
"close" date listed on the work order record. 

I asked the dealer about the second repair to the 
complainant's utility vehicle involving the missing bolts. 
The manager told me that he had the vehicle picked up at 
the complainant's location and returned to the dealership. 
Inspection reviewed one loose bolt on the rear swing bar, 
which the service department tightened. This was an 
internal repair, and the manager said that there is no 
repair record for this fix. I asked him about the six 
missing bolts on the floorboard. The manager said that they 
never found any missing bolts, as the complainant alleged. 

6 



081215CCC3192
 

I asked him about the "pigeon-toe" or "toe-in" problem 
noted by the complainant. The manager said that he checked 
this alleged problem and it appeared to be fine. He took 
digital pictures of the vehicle and emailed them to the 
manufacturer. The manufacturer advised the manager that the 
"toe-in" (in which the rear tire "toes-in" where it mounts 
to the frame) is not a problem and it is well within 
tolerance, and the manufacturer would not authorize repair. 
The manager stated that he agrees with the manufacturer, 
and he feels that this issue is not a safety hazard. 

I asked the manager if the service department ever 
performed any routine maintenance on the vehicle, such as 
oil changes. He stated no, and he does not know who 
performed routine maintenance on the vehicle. The manager 
told me that after he returned the utility vehicle to the 
complainant the second time, he has had no additional 
contact with him. 

The service manager concluded that he feels that the 
complainant's utility vehicle is safe to drive, and he 
added that he suspects that the complainant may have had 
buyer's remorse after purchasing the vehicle. 

I asked the service manager for the complainant's repair 
records, digital photographs of the vehicle, and his email 
correspondence to/from the manufacturer regarding the "toe
in" problem. The information was not received. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION: 

The product involved in the incident is a utility vehicle. 
The brand is Yamaha. The model is Rhino. The model number 
is YXR70FXGR. The original VIN is 5Y4AM16488A001230. The 
service manager stated that even though the vehicle has a 
new frame, it is still assigned the original VIN. The 
engine is 700cc. The color is green. The manufacturer is 
Yamaha Motor Corporation, 6555 Katella Ave., Cypress, CA 
90630. 

The complainant purchased the utility vehicle on 6/23/08 
from Michael's Reno in Reno, Nevada. The complainant said 
that he would sent the sales invoice (showing price paid) 
at a later date, but he failed to provide the information. 

The 2008 model utility vehicle is advertised on the 
manufacturer's website www.yamaha.com (exhibit 1). Product 
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specifications are as follows: The vehicle size is 113.6 x 
54.4 x 73 inches. The wheelbase is 75.2". The turning 
radius is 153.5". The ground clearance is 12.1". The fuel 
capacity is 7.9 gallons. The bed capacity is 400 pounds. 
The engine type is 686cc liquid-cooled with fan, 4-stroke, 
SOHC, 4 valves. The carburet ion is Yamaha Fuel Injection, 
41mm. The starting system is electric. The ignition system 
is 32 bit ECU. The drive train is Yamaha On-Command 
pushbutton; 3-way locking differential; 2WD, 4WD, locked 
4WD; shaft drive. The front and rear suspensions are 
independent double wishbone; 5-way preload adjustment, 7.3
in travel. The front brakes are dual hydraulic disc, twin 
piston. The rear brakes are dual hydraulic disc. The front 
tires are AT25x8-12 NHS. The rear tires are AT25x10-12NHS. 

The complainant told me during the initial interview that 
the owner's manual was too big to copy and send to me. A 
copy was downloaded from the manufacturer's website at 
http://www.yamaha
motor.com/outdoor/service/viewrnanuals/viewrnanuals.aspx?ls=o 
utdoor (exhibit 2). Note that the owner's manual is 
password protected and is therefore attached as a separate 
attachment to this report. 

I requested the following information from the complainant: 
all repair records, the sales invoice, and photographs of 
the utility vehicle (with the old frame and the replacement 
frame). Sometime after our interview, the complainant left 
me a message and stated that he and his family are going 
through a devastating personal tragedy, and he cannot focus 
enough to send me the requested information. He apologized 
and said that the information would not be forthcoming. 

The complainant authorized release of name to the 
manufacturer only. 

EXHIBITS: 

1. Online advertisement for product (2 pages) . 
2. Owner's manual (178 pages). 
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from www.yamaha-motor.com 

2008 Rhino 700 FI Auto. 4x4 

iModel Home i jF~.tur.5! . Spe~5 I •(j~iierv i I ,.";Ideo· i iAcce:>solies i;Build VOllr O',in i 
~ '·· ..:..=·--'"",.:::=- ......'"~·"=,,,."-,,I,;"'"-.",I,', ...:"".',',.........:I;,;"""'".:,,"'.h=.. ,',',~L..,',"""'~,,:=,,~"""""'..,~...,,'...,......"""",=I;I,.....,>.:.J.."!""'•• J;,;""",,,'"",,,,,,,,,,,,,:,,;_',,,~',,r ....,,,,....q;~,,,-,,,,
 

MSRP* $10,499 (Hunter Green) Available from October 2007 
$10,499 (Red) Available from October 2007 
$10,949 (Realtree® AP HD™ Camouflage) Available from November 2007 

Type 

Bore x Stroke 

Compression Ratio 

Carburetion 

Ignition 

Starting System 

Transmission 

Engine Braking 

Drive Train 

686cc liquid-cooled w/fan, 4-stroke; SOHC, 4 valves 

102.0 x 84.0mm 

9.2:1 

Yamaha Fuel Injection (YFI) , 41mm 

32 Bit ECU 

Electric 

Yamaha Ultramatic® V-belt with all-wheel engine braking/H, L, N, R 

All Wheel 

Yamaha On-Command® pushbutton;3-way locking differential; 2WD,4WD, locked 
4WD; shaft drive 

Suspension/Front Independent double wishbone; 5-way preload adjustment, 7.3-in travel 

Suspension/Rear Independent double wishbone; 5-way preload adjustment, 7.3-in travel 

Brakes/Front Dual hydraulic disc, twin piston 
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from www.yamaha-motor.com 

Brakes/Rear 

Tires/Front 

Tires/Rear 

Lx Wx H 

Wheelbase 

Turning Radius 

Ground Clearance 

Fuel Capacity 

Dry Weight 

Bed Capacity 

Towing Capacity 

Dual hydraulic disc, twin piston 

AT25xB-12 NHS 

AT25x10-12 NHS 

, I 

113.6 x 54.4 x 73 in 

75.2 in 

153.5 in 

12.1 in 

7.9 gal 

11241b 

400lb 

12121b 

Lighting Dual 30W Krypton multireflector headlights & dual 21/5W brakelight 

----_._---------------------•._--_. 
Instrumentation 

Warranty 

Digital LCD Multi-function display; speedo, odo, dual trip, hour, clock, fuel, and gear 
position 

6 Month (Limited Factory Warranty) 
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CONTACT LIST 

Russell Markman (Complainant) 
107 S. Main st. 
Bishop, CA 93514 
760-914-0937 
Contact: 1/15/09, 1/16/09 

Michael's Reno 
Reno, NV 
774-825-8680 
Dave Nadeau - Service Manager 
Email: dnadeau@mrpsrno.com 
Contact: 2/10/09 

Websites checked for product information: 
www.google.com 
www.yamaha-motor.com 
www.atvriders.com 

Complainant first contacted the dealer to advise of the 
incident in September 2008. 

Complainant first contacted the manufacturer in September 
2008, and various times in Sept and October 2008 - he spoke 
to Sean Ryan who authorized the replacement frame. 
Complainant spoke to Mr. Ryan several times again in 
November 2008 and he last spoke to Jake Singh requesting 
additional repair - the representatives would not authorize 
repair. He called Mr. Singh again on 1/15 for an update, 
and was told that Mr. Singh and everyone else in customer 
service were laid off except for Sean Ryan. Complainant did 
not speak to Mr. Ryan at this time and he has had no 
further contact with the manufacturer. 
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12/12/200812:08:13 

Name =russell markman 
Address =107.s. main st 
City = bishop 
State =California 
Zip = 93514 
Email = sierraengine@snomobiles.com 
Telephone = 760-914-0937 
Name of Victim = RUSSELL MARKMAN 
Victim's Address =107 S. MAIN ST 
Victim's City = BISHOP 
Victim's State = California 
Victim's Zip =93514 
Victim's Telephone = 760-914-0937 

Incident Description =AFTER PURCHASING AND DRIVING MY BRAND NEW YAMAHA RHINO, I NOTICED 
THE HANDLING AND PERFORMANCE OF THE RHINO TO BE UNSAFE. UPON MY INSPECTION OF THE 
UNIT, I DISCOVERED THE FRAME WAS LEANING TO THE RIGHT, AND THE MACHINE WAS LOWER ON 
THE RIGHT SIDE, THEREFORE PULLING THE UNIT TO THE RIGHT WHEN BEING OPERATED. I HAVE 
READ MANY STORIES OF THE "YAMAHA RHINO BEING AN UNSAFE VEHICLE DUE TO IT CONTAINING 
MULTIPLE DESIGN FLAWS RENDERING IT DANGEROUSLY UNSTABLE AND UNDULY PRONE TO TIPPING 
AND ROLLING OVER." I HAVE SINCE READ THAT THE YAMAHA RHINO IS UNDER INVESTIGATION BY 
FEDERAL SAFETY OFFICIALS, DUE TO THE HIGH NUMBER OF PRODUCT LIABILITY SUITS, AS WELL AS 
THE NUMBER OF ACCIDENT AND DEATH REPORTS FILED. AFTER SEVERAL ATTEMPTS WITH THE 
DEALER AND YAMAHA CORPORATE, INCLUDING A NEW FRAME BEEING INSTALLED, TO GET THIS UNIT 
SAFE, I HAVE BASICALLY BEEN TOLD BY YAMAHA THERE IS NOTHING THEY WILL DO FOR ME. THIS 
UNIT IS STILL UNSAFE TO DRIVE, AND I HAVE PASSIONATELY EXPRESSED MY CONCERN OF INJURY 
OR DEATH TO MY FAMILY OR MYSELF TO YAMAHA. 

Victim's age at time of incident =52 
Victim's sex =ma Ie 
Date of incident = 
Product involved =UTV...UTILITY TERRAIN VEHICLE 
Product brand name/manufacturer = RHINOIYAMAHA 
Manufacturer street address =6555 KATELLA AVE CYPRESS CALIFORNIA 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = UNKNOWN TO ME 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = YFR 70FXGR 
Product damaged, repaired or modified = no 
If yes, before or after the incident = 
Description of damage, repair or modification = TWEAKED FRAME/FRAME REPLACED 
Date product purchased =6/23/2008 
Product involved still available =no 
Have you contacted the manufacturer =yes 
If not, do you plan to contact them = 
Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only 
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1. Task Number 

080905CN E3738 

3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident 
YR MO 

810 2007 07 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint 

Two 36 year old males were injured, one severely, when the side by side off road utility vehicle they were riding in 
rolled over onto the passenger side. The incident occurred on a level dirt lot. The passenger received multiple 
fractures to his leg and wrist and is still undergoing multiple surgeries to correct the injuries. Neither victim was 
wearing a helmet or seatbelt. 

·NOTIFY 
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5 - OTHER PUBLIC PROPERTY 

10A. First Product 

5044 - Utility Vehicles 
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36 1 - Male 
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23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

o Yes o No 

24. Review Date 25. Reviewed By 
1012312008 2147 

27. Distribution 
Blasius, Dennis; Hartman, Jason; Topka, Tanya 
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18. Type of Investigation 
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REPORT 

9. state 

TN 

10C. Model Number 

RHINO 450 YXR45F 

11C. Model Number 
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7 - Fracture 
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• Verbal 

28. Source Document Number 
10890076A 
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This investigation was initiated as the result ofa consumer complaint. Two victims were 
injured, one severely, when the side by side offroad vehicle they were riding in turned 
over on to the passenger side during a slow speed turning maneuver. The victims are the 
son and son-in-law of the complainant. Information was obtained from the complainant, 
one victim (Victim #1, the driver, via telephone), an attorney representing the other 
victim (Victim #2, the passenger,), the owner of the involved side by side offroad vehicle 
(via telephone), and by viewing related internet web sites. The attorney for victim #2 
would not allow him to speak with me but did provide an approximately 250 page 
transcript of a deposition completed by his client. (Not Attached) No official police 
investigation was conducted at the scene. I completed an on site investigation and the 
involved vehicle was examined. 

Victim #1 was operating a temporary, seasonal road side fIreworks business along with 
his wife and a friend. The retail operation was housed in an approximately 20' X 20' tent 
on a partially developed dirt lot at TN-14 and Atoka Idaville Roads near Idaville, TN. 
They parked an RV next to the tent so they could stay at the location while it was in 
operation. A portable generator was used as a source for electricity for the fIreworks tent. 
Victim #2 was not involved in the business but had come by on the day ofthe incident to 
help them close the operation down. The involved side by side ATV was borrowed from 
a friend by victim #1 to be used as transportation around the lot and to a nearby 
convenience store and friend's home. Victim #1had no previous experience with a side 
by side ATV but had been driving it daily around the business location without incident 
for approximately 2 Y2 weeks prior to this incident. 

The incident occlUTed on July 5, 2007 in the afternoon. The weather was hot and dry the 
day ofthe accident. The dirt lot the accident occurred on was in the process ofbeing 
developed and built up for new commercial construction. Most ofthe lot had been graded 
and compacted to some extent. The area where the accident occurred was principally 
level. 

Victim #1 (36 year old male 6'4" 340 lbs) and his wife were at the fIreworks tent when 
victim #2 (36 year old male 6'2" 160100) arrived to assist them some time in the early 
afternoon. This was the day after the fourth ofJuly holiday and was their last day of 
operation for this season. Business was sporadic. At one point, victim #1 and victim #2 
decided to take a ride in the side by side vehicle as victim #2 had never been in one. 
There was one set ofcustomers in the tent shopping. Victim #1 asked victim #2 to go out 
and shut offthe portable generator when the customers left as they were trying to conserve 
gasoline expense. Victim #1 told victim #2 he would come around and pick him up in 
the side by side and take him for a ride. Victim #2 waited by the generator as victim #1 
drove around to pick him up. This would have been near a back comer of the tent. 
(Exhibit #2 Photo B) 

Both victims were wearing shorts and t shirts. Victim #2 was wearing sandals. It is 
unknown what foot wear victim #1 was wearing. Neither victim was wearing a helmet or 
seatbelt. They were the only two occupants and there was no cargo in the cab or the bed 
ofthe side by side and there were no trailers or other equipment being towed. 
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They began driving along the back side of the tent and made a left hand tum as they 
cleared the comer of the tent. There is some disparity between victim #1 and victim #2 
regarding how far they traveled at this point. Victim #2 says they continued along the 
side of the tent and then began making a second left hand turn toward the front. Victim 
#1says the incident occurred during the fIrst left hand turn after clearing the back of the tent. 
Victim #1 said he was traveling at a steady speed he estimated about 10-15 mph and was 
not accelerating or decelerating when the tipping began. He said the steering wheel was 
not at a full lock and he had made no drastic movements with the wheel. He indicated he 
had been driving the vehicle in a similar manner and on that same path several times for 
the 2 Yz weeks prior to this incident with no problems. 

Both victims state the vehicle suddenly tipped over onto the passenger side. Neither felt 
any bump, sliding, or other trigger mechanism for a roll over prior to tipping. They 
stated they just suddenly realized and were surprised that they were going over. Victim 
#1had both hands on the steering wheel and said he doesn't know how or ifhe reacted 
when he realized he was tipping. Victim #2 said that as the driver's side lifted up in the 
air he felt victim #1 slide into him. Victim #2 also stated he was holding on to an 
available hand rail with his right hand during the entire time he was in the side by side. It 
is never specified in his deposition which bar he was using. There is one on the roll bar 
which sits at approximately the same height as the head rests along the interior edge of 
the vehicle roll bar. (Exhibit #3 Photos A & B) There is also one that rises slightly 
above the outside edge of the passenger seat. (Exhibit #3 Photo C) He said as they tipped 
up he grabbed onto that same bar with both hands. Victim #2 stated his feet were flat on 
the floor boards. The outside edge of the vehicle at the floor boards is open to the 
exterior. (Exhibit #3 Photos C & F) 

The vehicle tipped onto its right side and came to a stop. Victim #1 was thrown from the 
vehicle. Victim #2 was on the ground with the vehicle on top ofhis right leg. He was 
unable to move the leg. Victim #1 ran to the RV and had his wife call 911 and then 
returned to the vehicle and lifted the vehicle up with one hand and pulled victim #2's leg 
out from llildemeath it with the other. Both victims were transported by ambulance. 

Victim #l's injuries included a large area ofswelling and bruising on the inside of his left 
thigh. He has healed without extensive medical treatment. 

Victim # 2 received fractures to his right wrist and both the tibia and fibula of his right 
leg. The entire skin layer was removed (de-gloved) exposing muscle and connective 
tissues from the right knee to the right ankle. Victim #2 continues to undergo surgeries 
and skin grafts to correct these problems. He has metal plates in his right leg supporting 
the bone and is undergoing multiple surgeries to try to rejuvenate and repair the bone. 

The involved vehicle has not been driven since this incident. It was put onto a trailer and 
transported to victim #1 's home. It has been parked outside in the back yard since. The 
complainant has purchased the vehicle from the original owner in the mean time at the 
suggestion ofvictirn #2's attorney. 
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I completed an on-site investigation and physical examination of the involved vehicle. I 
also spoke with the original owner of the vehicle. The original owner indicated he had 
made no modifications nor added any accessories to the vehicle since its purchase. 
Measurements ofthe vehicle completed at the time of my inspection were congruent with 
specifications in the owner's manual. The tires on the vehicle also matched the size and 
manufacturer listed as original equipment in the owner's manual. The original owner did 
say he had damaged the body plastic below the gas filler loading the vehicle into a trailer 
the day he bought it. Aside from that there had been no damage to the vehicle before he 
loaned it. He had used the vehicle approximately 4-5 hours before loaning it. I did 
notice damage to the passenger side of the vehicle beyond that which the original owner 
described including broken body panels and scrapes on the roll cage (Exhibit #3 
Photos F thru K) 

The scene where the incident actually occlUTed was no longer in the same physical 
condition as when it occurred. There has been new construction and ground moving 
work completed on it now. The complainant had aerial photographs of the incident scene 
which depicted it shortly after the occurrence. The tent, RV, and generator had been 
removed already but there is a darkened area in the photos depicting the tent location due 
to straw that was put on the ground as a floor surface for the tent and entryway. He 
supplied me with those. (Exhibit #2 Photcs A &B) I included markups on the photos to 
assist in describing the incidents events and locations. 

Victim #2 has filed civil suit against the manufacturer of this product. His attorney is 
approaching nearly 100 cases involving product liability claims with this vehicle and the 
complainant says he has located internet information referencing approximately 300 filed 
and/or resolved law suits. He supplied me with an index list he says is approximately 
230 U.S. cases related to this product. (Exhibit # 6) Some of the arguments being used 
in the law suits are related to design including: A propensity to overturn during certain 
low speed turning maneuvers due to an alleged too narrow wheelbase and high center of 
gravity using the National Highway Tramc Safety Administration's (NHTSA) Static 
Stability Factor (SSF) and other analysis and the lack of a rear differential. Other claims 
involve early models having no doors and inadequate handholds. Exterior doors and internal 
handholds are now standard equipment on current models of this vehicle. An additional 
claim is that the roll bar itself creates more injury threat than it prevents. 

One of the internet sites I visited included a letter purportedly sent out to owner's of this 
vehicle advising them of a new warning label that was being made available for the 
vehicle. (Exhibit #4). The complainant provided me with a copy ofa warning label he 
says is the one referenced in the letter (Exhibit #5) Another site shows what it claims to 
be actual consumer complaint logs from the manufacturer. This is referenced in the contacts 
page exhibit but is not included as an attachment due to the size of the document. 

An owner's manual is not included as an attachment to this report but I was able to view 
the owner's manual for this model year as a ''read only" document where it is available 
on the manufactures web site. 
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PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION: 

The product involved in this incident is a 1996 Yamaha Rhino 450cc off- road, side by 
side utility vehicle. Its model number is YXR45FAV and its VIN number is
 
5Y4AJ19Y76A006l76.
 

This is a 4 wheeled, front engine, automatic transmission, 4 wheel drive vehicle which 
holds two passengers in two bucket seats separated by a center console. The vehicle is 
equipped with two seat belts. The seat belts have the following tag information on them: 

AMSAFE Commercial products
 
Elkhart, IN
 
Part number 1-3500-02
 
Date 06-25791
 

Conforms to FMVSS 209 
Conforms to FMVSS 302 

There are other illegible markings on the seatbelt tag 

There is a front mount engine and a pick up style dump bed on the back with a drop down 
tailgate. There are two head lights and two taillights on the vehicle. Steering is 
controlled with a steering wheel and acceleration and brakes are controlled with foot 
pedals. There are no doors. The vehicle is equipped with a roll cage. The roll cage has 
the following warning label affixed to it: 

WARNING! The enclosure cannot protect occupants in all foreseeable accidents 
including rollover. 

The following warning label is attached to the center face of the dash: 

Improper use can result in severe injury or death. 

This off-highway utility vehicle will handle differently form an ordinary 
passenger car or other vehicle 

Vehicle capacity: one operator and one passenger. Passenger must be able to 
reach and hold the hand grip inside the enclosure. 

Gross vehicle rating 2000 lbs (907kg) maximum including operator, passenger, 
accessories, cargo, and trailer tongue weight. 

Passenger and cargo can affect vehicle handling 

ALWAYS
 
Wear a seatbelt when riding in the vehicle
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Keep your hands and feet inside the vehicle at all times - watch for 
branches brush or other hazards that could enter the vehicle. 

Drive straight up and down inclines - driving across the side ofan incline 
increases the risk of overtln"n 

NEVER 
Operate through water deeper than 13" (33cm) or fast flowing water - if 
you must cross shallow slow moving water, chose your path carefully to 
avoid sharp dropoffs, large rocks, or slippery surfaces that could cause the 
vehicle to overturn. 

Make sharp - high speed turns - the vehicle could roll over or go out of 
control. 

Specifications: 

Overall Width: 113.6" 
Overall Length: 54.5" 
Overall Height: 73.0" 
Seat Height: 32.2" 
Wheelbase: 75.2" 
Ground Clearance: 11.02" 
Minimum Turning Radius: 153.5" 
Dry Weight: 1,105 Lbs 

Engine: 

Carbureted, Liquid Cooled, 4 stroke single overhead cam forward inclined single 
cylinder. 

Displacement: 421.0 cubic centimeters 
Bore X Stroke 84.5 X 75.0 mm (3.33 X 2.95 inches) 
Compression Ratio: 10.00: 1 
Starting System: Electric Starter 
Lubrication System: Wet Sump 

Fuel: Unleaded Gasoline 
Fuel Tank Capacity: 6.6 Imperial Gallons 7.93 U.S. Gallons 

Transmission: 

Primary Reduction System: V-Belt 
Secondary Reduction System: Shaft Drive 
Secondary reduction Ratio: 43/20 X 24/17 X 33/9 (11.129) 
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Transmission Type: V-Belt Automatic
 
Reverse Gear: 30115 (2.000)
 
Sub transmission Ratio: Low 43118 (2.389)
 

High 39/22 (1.773) 

Chassis: 

Frame Type: Steel Tube Frame 
Castor Angle: 5 degrees 
Trail: 26 mm (1.02") 

Tire: 

Type: Tubeless 
Size Front: 25 X8-12NHS 

Rear: 25 X 10-12NHS 
Manufacturer: Maxxis 

Brakes: 

System: Front and Rear Unified 
Type: Front: Dual Disk 

Rear: Single Disk 

Suspension: 

Front and Rear: Double wishbone 

ShockAhsorher: 

Front and Rear: Coil spring I Oil Damper 

Wheel Travel: 

Front and Rear: 185.0 mm (7.28") 

MANlJFACTURER: 

Yamaha Motor Corporation USA 
6555 Katella Ave 
Cypress, CA 90630-5101 
(714) 761-7300 
http://www.yamaha-motor.coml 
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RETAILER: 

Yamaha of Millington 
7705 US Highway 51 N 
Millington, TN 38053-2255 
Ph: 901-873-2914 
Fax: 901-873-2916 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Exhibit #1: Contacts 
Exhibit #2: Aerial photographs of incident scene (2 photos) 
Exhibit #3: Photographs ofinvolved product (24 photos A thru X) 
Exhibit #4: Letter from website 
Exhibit #5: Warning Label 
Exhibit #6: Index of court cases 
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Contacts: 

1: Tom Presgrove - Complainant (contacted 09-11-08) - Agreed to release of name. 
81 Sonunersby 
Jackson, TN 38305 
(731) 660-4611 

2: Gary Logan - Attorney for Victim #2 (Contacted 09-24-08) 
4550 California Avenue 
2nd Floor 
Bakersfield, CA 93309 
(661) 395-1000 

3: ictim #1 (contacted 10-02-08) 

L~ 
4: briginal owner (Contacted 10-20-08) 

Information obtained from following web sites: 

http://wvvw.vamaharhinoaccidents.com/(letter obtained form this site) 

http://wvvw.yamaha-rhino-information.com/Site 3/Introduction.html (site 
contains alleged manufacturer consumer complain logs from a court case, rhino 
advertising videos) 

htt]://wvvw.yamaha
motor.com/outdoor/selVice/viewrnanuals/outdoor manuals.aspx (viewed owners manual) 







080905CNE3738 Exhibit # 3 Page 1 of 12
 

Photo A: Driver Side 

The Hand Hold 

Photo B: Front End 
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Photo c: Passenger Side 

PhotoD: Back End 
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Photo E: VIN on frame 

Photo F: Passenger side damage and Door board opening 
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Photo G: Passenger side damage 

Photo H: Damage m passenger side roll bar 
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Photo I: Damage on passenger side 

Photo J: Damage on passenger side 
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Photo K: Damage on Passenger side and name decal 

Photo L: Dump bed in up position 
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Photo M: Left side warning label on dash 

Photo N: Right side warning label on dash 



I080905CNE3738 Exhibit # 3 Page 8 of 12
 

Photo 0: 4X4 switch in 2WD position and warning label on dash 

Photo P: Warning label on roll bar 
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Photo Q: Seat Belt tag 

Photo R: Seat belt tag 
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Photo S: Front suspension 

Photo T: Front suspension 
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Photo U: Under Hood 

;', 

~~'&i\.. ~ioill'··1III·.~j':!i?:;: 
Photo V: Rear suspension 
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~YAMAHA
 
YAMAHA MOTOR CORPORATION. U.S.A. 

6555 KATfLLA AVENUf., CYPRESS, CALifORNIA. 90630·5101 714-761·,300 

September 11, 2006 

Dear Rhino Owner: 

Your Rhino side~by"side vehicle was designed to be a very capable off-road vehicle with
 
a wide variety of potential uses.
 

Regardless of how you use your Rhino, please remember that both the driver and
 
passenger must always buckle the seat belt when riding in the vehicle. Also the driver
 
and passenger must wear an approved off-road motorcycle-type helmet that fits
 
properly.
 

As with any off-read-capable vehicle, there is a risk of tip over or rollover under certain
 
conditions. Uneven terrain or slopes which pitch the vehicle sideways, turning too fast or
 
sharp, or a combination of conditions increase the risk of tip over.
 

As your Owner's Manual describes, "If the vehicle starts to tip, gradually steer in the
 
downhill direction if there are no obstacles in your path. As you regain proper balance,
 
gradually steer again in the direction you want to go."
 

However. if you are in a situation where the vehicle is tipping over, do not put your arm
 
or leg outside the vehicle to try to stop it. You could be severely injured. You could suffer
 
a crushed hand. arm, leg, or foot, jf part of your body is caught underneath the vehicle.
 
You must keep your arms and legs inside the vehicle until it has stopped moving.
 

To help remind you and other operators or passengers in your Rhino of thIs important
 
information, Yamaha has prepared new warning labels, one for each side of the
 
enclosure. We recommend you install these labels on your Rhino or have your
 
authoriZed Yamaha dealer install them for you. An illustration showing proper location is
 
provided on the back of this letter.
 

We are concerned about your safety and continued satisfaction with our products. Thank
 
you for gh,ing your attention to this important matter.
 

Sincerely,
 
Customer Support Group
 
Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A.
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Doc No: 10890076A Issue: 49 09/05/2008 
09/04/2008 10:43:58 

Name = Tom Presgrove 
Address = 81 Sommersby 
City = jackson 
State = Tennessee 
Zip = 38305 
Email =tpequip@usit.net 
Telephone =731-660-4611 
Name of Victim =Grant Presgrove 
Victim's Address = 118 Dogwood Cove 
Victim's City =medina 
Victim's state =Tennessee 
Victim's Zip = 38355 
Victim's Telephone =731-414-5110 

Incident Description =While riding as a passenger in a Yamaha Rhino, side by side ATV, a slow gradual turn to 
the left causing the vehicle to roll over on the passenger side. The vehicle is very top heavy and too narrow. 
Injuries included a crush right leg with compound fractures to the tibia and fibula, and a fractured right hand. The 
vehicle traped the leg and broke the leg literally off just below the knee cap. There are 100's of Rhino accidents 
similar to this incident with almost identical injuries. Yamaha recently made a dealer recall to install safety doors 
to prevent legs from being slung out. Also a new warning label was added saying that even at slow speed, roll 
overs were possible. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 36 
Victim's sex:: male 
Date of incident:: july 5, 2007 
Product involved =side by side ATV, Rhino 450, utility vehicle 
Product brand name/manufacturer:: Yamaha 
Manufacturer street address:: 1000 highway 34 east 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Newnan Georgia 30265 
Product involved still available = yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date =Yamaha Rhino 450, 2006 year, 'vin 544aj19y76add6176 
Date product purchased =2006 
Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public 


