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CPSC National Product Testing and Evaluation Center, Rockville, MD 

Rik Khanna, Office of Hazard Identification and Reduction 
Sandy Inkster, Directorate for Health Sciences 
Patty Pollitzer, Office of General Counsel 
Chuck Smith, Directorate for Economic Analysis 
Joseph Williams, Office of Compliance 
Scott Ayers, Directorate for Engineering Sciences 
Matthew Roemer, Directorate for Laboratory Sciences 
Rana Balci-Sinha, Directorate for Engineering Sciences 
Jonathan Kent, Directorate for Laboratory Sciences 

Christine King, CEO, Bird Brain 
Courtney King, President, Bird Brain 
Rob Harrington, Director of Regulatory and Safety, Blyth/Sterno 
Jennifer Karmonick, Associate, Arnold and Porter 
Ron White, Manager of Engineering, Lamp Light 
Eduardo Meza-Etienne, Law Office of David Schmeltzer 
Ryan Carroll, Government Affairs Manager, Hearth, Patio & Barbecue 
Association (HPBA) 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 am by Rik Khanna, who welcomed the participants. Self
introductions were made. Representatives of Bird Brain (Mr. and Mrs. King) and Sterno (Mr. 
Harrington) presented information to CPSC staff in the following areas: 
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Demonstration ofnew jirepots and single use canned gel fuels 
• 	 Representatives of Bird Brain and Sterno showed examples of and demonstrated a new 

firepot/gel fuel system using a single use can of ethanol gel fuel. The single use can is secured 
to the firepot using an adaptor ring can holder. Existing Bird Brain firepots or any firepot 
with an opening of 2-1I2-inch can be retrofitted with the adaptor ring. The single use can 
produces a flame for about 1 and half hours which is equivalent to the burn time of previous 
Bird Brain metal burn cups that held pourable alcohol gel fuel. Firepot use is recommended 
for outdoor use only. 

Firepot Safety Testing 

• 	 Firepot Flammability 

• 	Stability and Tipping 

• 	 Performance - Use Tests 

• 	 Surface Temperatures 

• 	Temperature Extremes 

• 	 Corrosion Test 

Gel Fuel Safety Testing 
• 	 Flash Point Determination 
• 	 Ignition/Flashback Testing 

• 	 Stability/Spill Testing 
• 	 Performance - Use Test 

Labeling Requirements for Firepots and Gel Fuel 
• 	 Retail packaging, the insert, and the solid gel have instructions. 

After the presentation, representative from Bird Brain and Sterno stated they would provide 
written comments to the ANPR. CPSC thanked all the meeting participants and stated all 
information submitted relevant to this ANPR will be considered in developing a possible safety rule 
for firepots and gel fuels. 

Attachment: Safety Testing For Fire Pots and Single Use Ethanol Canned Fuels 
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