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MEETING SUMMARY:

Item 2. CO/Combustion Sensor Research Proposal

The chairman of the ANSI Z21/83 Ad Hoc Working Group (WG) for CO/Combustion Sensors,
Frank Stanonik (GAMA), provided an update to the Committee on the CO/combustion sensor
request for proposals (RFP). The WG had provided the RFP to Committee in 2004 and the
Committee, in turn provided the RFP to the ANSI Z21/83 Chairman’s Advisory Council for approval
to send the RFP out to solicit bids from prospecitive testing organizations. They began soliciting
funding from gas appliance industry stakeholders after its November 2004 meeting. The
stakeholders included the American Gas Association, the Gas Appliance Manufacturers
Association and its members, and the National Propane Gas Association. The CPSC was added
to this group of stakeholders in February 2005.

The Committee Chairman, Daryl Hosler reported that the CPSC was the only stakeholder that
expressed an interest in helping to fund the RFP. The Committee Chairman also reported that the
Committee had received a letter from GAMA and its membership that they would decline funding
the RFP and that there were no sensor technologies that they knew of that were capable of
withstanding the environment of a gas furnace or lasting the expected life of the furnace. GAMA
also indicated that it would seek to get the model building codes changed to require CO alarms in
homes. CPSC staff argued that it had received a copy of GAMA’s letter just prior to the Committee
meeting and that the position taken by GAMA and its membership were premature since that was
the purpose of the work outlined in the RFP (i.e. to evaluate the efficacy of sensors in this
application). Staff also pointed out that GAMA and its membership were raising concerns about
the expected life of a CO sensor in a furnace application, when their alternative (i.e. a residential
CO alarm) had a shorted expected life than a gas furnace (e.g. only @ 3 to 5 for a residential CO
alarm compared to @15 years for a gas furnace).

The Committee voted on and approved disbanding the Ad Hoc Working Group for CO/Combustion
Sensors, citing that the WG had completed all of its tasks (i.e., developed the test criteria,
appliance environment, and RFP). Staff invited the manufacturers to meet with CPSC in a closed
meeting to share their sensor test data. Staff also invited the group to witness a demonstration of
the Sandia sensor technology. Also informed the group that CPSC will explore the use of ODS for
this application.

item 3. Massachusetts CO Incident

Frank Stanonik (GAMA) provided an update to the Committee on the State of Massachusetts’
amendment to address the risk of the sidewall vent termination and air intake of gas appliances
becoming blocked by snow. This stemmed from a 2004 incident in Massachusetts in which a 2-
year old boilers vent terminal and air intake had become blocked by snow, resulting in the CO
poisoning deaths of a 7-year old girl and unborn fetus, and injuries to the girl's mother and 10-year



old brother. Mr. CPSC staff pointed out that this incident and other like it demonstrate the need for
the CO sensor research that the Committee and GAMA had rejected. The Committee Chairman
stated that the appliance Technical Advisory Groups (TAGs) with sidewall vented appliances would
be tasked to: 1) review the existing appliance venting instructions to determine how they
addressed sealing vent pipe and air intake pipe penetrations; and 2) provide recommendations on
informing homeowners about the possible blockage of the vent by snow.
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