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SUBJECT: Safety standards for electric clothes dryers, small kitchen applianc‘é‘%‘;,

and electric air heaters. %:’53
\
DATE: March 29, 2000 PLACE: Room 518 -
East West Towers T
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CPSC PARTICIPANTS:

William H. King, Jr., ES
Randy Butturini, ESEE
Andrew Trotta, ESEE
Sheela Kadambi, ESEE
Richard Stern, ESEE
Chuck Smith, ESEE
Anna Luo, ESEE

Mai Ngo, ESEE

Ed Krawiec, LSEL
Diane Porter, LSEL
Dean LaRue, LSEL

NON-CPSC PARTICIPANTS:

Donald Grob, Underwriters Laboratories Inc. (UL)
Bob DellaValle, UL

Robert Wozniak, UL

John Drengenberg, UL

Wayne Mortis, Assoc. of Home Appliance Mirs.

SUMMARY:

CPSC staff requested a meeting between CPSC project managers assigned to
selected projects and their counterparts at UL. The purpose of the discussions
was to review the status and direction of CPSC and UL activities related to their
particular project. This meeting was in addition to a 14-topic, management
overview meeting with senior UL management scheduled for April 19%.

After a brief kick-off to the assembled group, where the purpose of the meeting

and introductions were given, the attendees divided into three break-out groups to

discuss the three specific topics as noted above. Attached are brief summaries of

the three break-out sessions. v
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Underwriters Laboratories,

U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Meeting Log notes from the meeting of 29 March, 2000
Randy Butturini

Fixed-Position Electric Heater Project

It is a strategic objective of the CPSC to reduce the number of deaths from fire-related
causes by 10% from 1995-2005, According to the National Fire Data Center, residential
heating between 1987 and 1996 was the second leading cause of fires, was the fifth
leading cause of fire injuries, and was the third leading cause of fire deaths in the United

To date, field and laboratory data acquisition is stiil underway. Some field incident
samples have been retrieved for subsequent examination. Afier the completion of the
2000 heating season, the collected data will be analyzed; and plans will be made for the
second year of this two-year project, During that time, field data acquisition will
continue, and hypothesis testing will commence,

Mr, Wozniak, from Underwriters Laboratories stated that no major efforts at updating UL
2021 are underway now. There has been no general industry call for harmonization of
UL air heater standards to the applicable internationa) standards.




Clothes dryer discussions with UL

CPSC staff provided a brief overview of the tests conducted at CPSC.
UL’s Mr. Don Grob received copies of the CPSC and FTI reports on clothes dryers.
Mr. Grob inquired about a peer review for the reports. CPSC staff indicated that the
reports have gone through internal reviews and accurately reflect the views of the
authors, and a peer review was not considered necessary.

* Discussions with UL covered numerous technical aspects of clothes dryer designs and
the characteristics of lint. UL indicated that since 1996, the UL standard has required
a non-resetable thermal device to function in the event of 2 failure of the high
temperature-limiting thermostat in a dryer.

* UL indicated their concern regarding plastic venting and how important it is to install
metal venting.

® When the discussions concluded, there was consensus that sufficient information
exists to pursue a new level of safety requirements for clothes dryers and in the UL
standards. The new level would be the ability of the appliance to sense and respond
to inadequate exhaust venting that could eventually lead to fire hazard conditions.
There is an understanding that UL and AHAM will contact us in near future for
further discussion with the industry,




SUBJECT: Discussion of Countertop Cooking Appliances

SUMMARY:

United States Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) staff met with Underwriters Laboratories
(UL) and Association of Home Appliance Manufacturers (AHAM) staff to discuss issues related to deep
fat fryers, toasters and toaster ovens.

Deep Fat Fryers. UL presented revisions to new requirements to UL 1083, Standard of Safety for
Household Electric Skillets and Frying-Type Appliances that were proposed in an October 29, 1999 UL
Bulletin. The changes to the proposal were to include a procedure to set the static friction force for the
test surface to determine the deep fat fryer plug separation force. Although AHAM and CPSC agreed
that the changes were acceptable, AHAM indicated that the requirements were very difficult to meet and
may require a longer development time than was being proposed. CPSC staff indicated that further
discussion of effective dates would be made at a later time, possibly at a meeting with AHAM, deep fat
fryer manufacturers and UL.

Toasters: UL presented revisions to new requirements to UL 1026, Standard of Safety for Electric
Household Cooking and Food Serving Appliances that were proposed in an October 29, 1999 UL
Bulletin. The changes related to an alteration of the method for testing if the toaster meets the
requirement to separate movement of the food load to de-energize the heating elements. Both AHAM
and CPSC staff agreed that the substance of the changes were in accordance with the intent of the
requirements. AHAM indicated that an 18-month effective date for the new requirements for toasters
would be acceptable.

Toaster Ovens: Discussions were on the CPSC staff proposal to make toaster ovens with failed controls
resistant to igniting adjacent combustible materials. AHAM and UL both expressed reservations
regarding the effectiveness of using a performance test with a selected fire indicator to address the fire
hazard related to toaster ovens with failed controls. Ata November 1998 meeting on this topic, an
alternative approach, proposing additional tests on reliability of control components was presented.
During the March 29, 2000 meeting, AHAM reiterated that this approach may offer promise. CPSC, UL
and AHAM tentatively agreed to meet again to work toward a resolution of the best approach to address
the root cause of the fire risk.




