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,,'!::.--.- Jack W. Woltlert, ....... 
:.;ol.dsrt 3~1t.e:.::?ri.s-a3 
~r.iway o:s:.:;, P.O . .Box 4050 
.-J::Iler, T..=::x.as 7 5 7 0 l 

Dear ;,tr. ;Joid~rt; tr>~ ·;,;.
<,E.c:::. ---1 
oO ···J:,-

Tha~'-c you for your lett:t~r of A.UtJ~St 20,. 197-1, re,.-rt.~sti.ng 
that tho COn3u..mez- Product Sa.f et".f co,;m·,ission es t:Mlish 3.~f et:, 
standards for t..~e jacl: sta:1.d and ca:.-:1p traiL~r stabilizer 
i.ndust:ry. We regzet. +-!le c!alay in respo:;;:iding to your lette::::-_ 

Your reoaest fo,r standards cannot. be. revi~ue<l on ~ha 
r~:-arits by the COl'Jt:'\i.9.sion a3 we have tletc:r::ri!lcd t.hat. w~ 
do not ha•,e j~risdiction at this :ti.!:!e over jack sta.n<ls .:md • 
ca..~p trai.ler stabi1i..::ers. 

Und~r t~,e c ..-,ns"t:a:1er Prcx1uct Saf.~ty J...ct,. {CPS~'\} 15 
D.S.C .. 2051!' the Ccnsu:::?€r Prcd1.lct S,:1.fety Cor1v;1i2sion 13 c~r:sed 
1-!it.h p.=ot.ac·ting t...~.e pui:>lic t1gai:1st :.1nr-ea3ona;>lc ::-isks of 
injur_! associated. Wl.t..~ consu.~r p::-cducts ~ 'I'h~ t~na ",:;o!l.SU:.ler 
product .. is broadly defined to inclu<le: 

" •.• any -:u:ticl,;;t, or co..-:lponent p<lrt 
ther~f I pro;;.h~ced or diZJtributed 
( i) for Si;.le to a consumer for use in 
o.r arou.."ld a per.:ia.n~nt or to..:n:pora~.f 
household or residence, a school~ 
in .recr:eation., or oti'.ar,dse, or (ii) 
for the p~~rsonal. u.;;e, consllZtpt.io:i or 
c:."1.jope..lt of a co11.S~•:r L-:t o::: aroun-d 
a -oer.:ian~n t or ta1tmorary hou.s~:"1olu 
or· res.id'3:.1c~, a sc,.;o.~l, in .=ecreation., 
or ot."ler.,,ise .... " 
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Section 3(a) (1) (c) of.the CPS.A, (15 U.S.C. 2052 
(a) (1) Cc)), however, exempts fro=i. this broad definition 
":.:i.otor vehicle"' and "r:otor vehicle equi~ent," as they are 
defined by section 102 (:J} and 102 (4), of t.'le :tational. Traffic 
a."ld P..otor V,)hicle Safety !,ct of 1?56 (15 O.S.C~ 139:1(3) (4)). 
That act d~fines mot.or vehicle equi~ent as: 

~arrj·s:rstern; part,. ~r compo~e~1t 
of a i:iotor vehicle as originally 
manufactured or any similar part 
or -com;::-o:.:B'!'.lt:raa."1.ufactured o:r· sold 
for·replaeement or-improv.ement 
of_ S'.lCh syste.1?1, part, or compone::it 
or as any accessory, or addition 
to t..~~ moto::- vehicle, and any 
device,. a2:ticle or apparel not· 
a system, part, or eomponent of 
a =iotor vcllicle (othor. than 
medicL~es~ or eyeglagses prescribed 
by a physician or other duly licett..sed. 
practitioner), which is reanufacturoo, • 
sold, dsliverodr offer~d, or intended 
!or use ezclu.sively to safeg-.iard 
:motor vehicl~z, driver3, pa$Sengara, 
and ot.l)er hig!lway users fros riak. 
of accidant, injury 1 or death ... 

I~ a product falls withl~ the <l~finition of motor 
vehicle equipment and is only 't'.aed wi t.'l motor vehicles, 
then jurisdiction over t.~e product lies ~:xclusively 
with the liational Bi 1;rh~.i1ayTraffic Safety Administration 
(::-IBTSA). On t.11.e othar hand, if a product can b<l usod 
in or around the home, a schoolz in recreation,. or 
oth.e.rwise, as wel1 as with a motor vehicle, then the 
product would be subject to regulation by both tr.is Cc~ission 
a.'ld NBTSA. • 

- --· Regarding the products '9thich your firm .manufactures, 
the ~--s-TSA has informally deternined tha_t jack stands 
ara B:otor vehicle accessories, and hence, are within 
t.~eir ~,elusive jurisdiction. We are in agreeme.."'lt with 
the conclusion they reach, provided., of cours,2,. t.l}.at -there 
are not additional co~stn:!er uses for t.'1.e jack stands . 

.Recreational velucles, which. include aoat for.ns of 
ca.J::pEr.s, are motor vehlcles, a.-id arc cubj~et to rogul.ation 
b:7 t.'l-:.e ?iBTS;\. Ther~:fore, camp trailar stabili~ers, which 
are .uecl to sup?()rt crnd st~bilize ca.~pers; are ~ctor vahiclo 
equipment, and fal1 within the e~clusivc jurisdiction. of 
':he NRTSA. 
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In view of our conclusion thut we lack jurisdiction 
over jac:!-c stands and ca..--np~railer stabilizers, we have 
taken the liberty of forwarding your request to the 
Deputy Chief Couns-el of the ffil'l'SA.: 400 7th Strt!et, SW~, 
Washington., D~C. 20591 .. 

·Sincerelv,
. ... 

-
0~~-~ina!·s.1c:2Jd b7 

... lkl.:cJ:-a~.t~A ,'B··. • . 
. . · .·•·.. , ~-. ro,vn 

Michael '/-A,. Brown. 
General Counsel 

:· _i . 
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August 20, 1974 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20207 

Gentlemen: 

This is a petition to the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission requesting establishment 
of standards for the Jack Stand and Camp 
Trailer Stablizer industry. Please be 
assured that we as one of the manufacturers 
would be pleased to cooperate in any way. 

Yours very truly, 

ERT ENTERPRI.SES ~ 
) ~ 

avd itb/4.~~. t!--
,f 

ack w. Woldert, Jr. 




