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Paul, vactlhﬂs, Janoisiy Walker
Tuenty—-szcond tloor
555 South Flover Strset

Los lngeles, Califoraia 90071

Dzar r, taplan: ’

Thig is in.xreply Lo your lettar of December 26, 1873,
in which you regucsted an interpretive opinion concerning
the applicakility cf Consumar Produzt Safety Conmission
flamnability standards Y 1-79, P 2-70 and YR 4-72, to
carpetsd and rugs, small carpets and rugs, and mattroecsses
when installed new in various onen xcad veh'c.es.

These Flammability Standordse wer:2 promulgated under the
17xr.qule Fabrics Ackt, 15 U.5.C. 1191 et seq. Functions N
underr the Flammable Fabrics Act were transierred o the
Consumer Preduct Safety Commission on tay 14, 1973, by
section 30(k) of the Consumer Product Safety Act (15 U.S.C.

2079)9)). e

n

, The Consumer Product Sa'etg hct limits the Consuner
Product Safety Commission's isdiction under that Act to
"consuner »ro sducts” as that tern is defined in section 3
of tho Acu, and specifically excludes moitor vehicles and
motor vehicle quiﬁﬂenh from the Ccrission's jurisdictlon.
dowever, this linitation does not apply to regulations issuad
under the Flamnable Fabries Act. Section 3 (15 u.S.C. 1192
of tze Flarmable Fabrics Act gives the Commigsion jurisdiction
over "any product, fabric, or related material." "Product”
is dafined in scction 2{(h) of ithe Flammable Fabrics act (18
U.S.C. 1191 {u)) as Tany article of wearind doparbl or intcrior

L t
?T

furnishing®; and "interior fu;nvak;ng“ is defined in section 2(e}
as "any type of furnishing made in whole or in part of fabric
or related material 1“& Intended for use or whick nay reasonably
be expectad Lo be used, in homes, officas, or other places of

sonbly or accommodatlon“ (15 G.8.C, 1191(a)).
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1Thus, the fact that a product is noit a consumer
product as defined in the Conswicer Product Safety Ack
does not preclude the Comnalssicon from regulating that
pro duct under the Plamnable Fabrics act. With thig
ackeround, vour gspecific cunphlo“, with our answers
are set forth below:
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It iz our view tha
clas or notor velhiis
(3)(6) and aro not
incd in the Consunayr
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Deoes the Consuner Product Safety Commission consider
cens {mattresses, carpets & rugs, small carpets
talled in the p oducts {(travel trailers, 5th wheelers
de-in camwvers) to he "motor vehicle eguivnent™ as
defined in U.5.C. scction l“ql(é) and/oxr "con=-

that ternm is 15
ucts” as defined in 15 U.S5.C. section 2052(a) (1) {(C)?

i
ns
ia
i
suiner prou‘

‘ It is our opinion that carpets and rugs, snmnall carpvets
and rugs, and mattresses (regulated items) installed
zclusively in travael trailers, 5th wheelers and slidz~in
campers ars "motor voehicle agquiprent,” if {they fall within
the m=zaning of that term as definoed in the MNational Traffic
and Motor Vahicle Sa

fuity Act of 1065. uant to zection 3
{(a2) (1) (C) of the Consumer YProduct Satety Act (15 U.S5.C.
20322y (LY (C) , they ara cxgeplt from regulation under tue
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rue Consumner Product Safety Acf., However, if these sane
products are also produced or distributed for sale to a
consumer for use in or around a household, a schiocol, in
recireation, or otherwlse, or for the personal use, con-
sumption or enjoymonit of a consuarr in or around a per-
manent or temporary household or residence, a school, in
rccreation or citberwise, they would also be consumer produckts

LS Dep)

and subject to regulation ky the Ccocmmission under the Consuner
Product Safety Act, as well as by the taticnal liignway Traific

Safety Administration. Care wust be takan, however, not to
confuse regulations issued under tiie Consumer Product Safety
Act, with those issued pursuant to the Flammable Fabrics aActk,

4, onre the Consuner Product Safety Coumission Flam-
mability Standards listed above [PF 1-70, FF 2-70, ¥FF 4£-72)
applicable to regulated items {carpets and rugs, cnall
carpets and rugs, and mattresscs] which are installed in the
Dvod ucts (travel traillers, 5th wheelers, and glide-in camper
units)? ‘

Since it is ouxr view that travel trailers, 5th wheclers
and s3lide~in caapers fall within the meaning of "homes®
or "otheor places of accommodation” as those terms are use in
the Flammable Fabrics Act', the flammability standards issued
undcer that Act arce avwlicable £0o mattresses, carpaets and rugs
and small carpets and rugs (FF 1-70, Pr 2-70, and TP 4-72)
when installed in travel trailers, 5th wneelars and slide—-in

campers.

5. Are motor homes "motor vehicles" as defined in
15 U.5.C. section 1391(3) and/or "consumer products” as
defined in 15 U.S.C. section 2052(a) (1) (C)?

Motor homes in our opinion are motor vehicles as
defined in the NHTSA, 15 U.S.C. 1331(3) and are not consuaer
vroducts,

6. Are the regulated items [mattresses, carpets and

rugs, small carpets and ruygs] which are installed in motor

homes deaaed "motor wvehicle equipment” as defined in 15

U.5.C. section 13%1L{(4) and/or "consumer products" as defined
5

U.5.C. 2052(a) (1) {(C)?
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Regulated items installed in motor homes may be both
motor venicle equipment and consumer producits. Tne explana-
tion provided in guestion "3" is also applicable to this
question. .

7. Are the Congsumer Product Safety Commission f£flarma~
Bility standards applicabkle to the rejgulated items [mat
trezsas, carpets and rugs, small carpets and rugs] which are
installed in motor homas?

LJ
o

vided to guestion number 4 is also
s guestion.

Plecase lat me know if I can bte of further assistance.

Sincerely,
Criginal signed by
Michas) A. Brown

Micha=1 A. RErown
General Counsal

BHSchoem:m1li:4/3/74

cc: AHSchoen

GC Files

GC Chron

GC Reading

Executive Director °

BCM ) : , :
0SCA - . ‘ .
C. Boehne (Fo* distribution to Fleld Offices)
Secretary
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