
Hr. E.J. },!isisco 
G>rpor:ite ?-~-Jer 
Pro<luct. Assur <i.ilce 
:·iorth A~ricm P'.a.ilips C:orpcr.nion 
100 Ul.St 42 Street 
!•:e>liYork, N. Y. 10017 

re:ir Mr. Hisisco: 

n1is letter is i.u reply to yo-..:rcorrespon~nca of J.:-i.iuary 22 
and 23, 1974, fa whic.i. you i.,quired w!".o:rt."lerti1e prO<!u:'t lh"le of your 
Busi.-i•.!SsSyst.".!'JS m.visioC1 is consi~rad a c.-onsu,;ler procluct as that 
tcr~ is tlofir..ed in tho GCT'..Str.er Pro<.::.uctSafety Act (CPSA). You 
furthe-r i!1qui.retl as to the OJmmissiv.11s i..:"1terprebtion of wh.ct.".er 
co:n-~11.ents 0£ COi'..S~r proJucts are ~1U4;r the jurisci.ic:-::icn of the 
Coonissicn. 

Sectia.~ 3(a)(l) of-~~~ CPst~{15 U.S.C. 205Z(a)(l)] doii.~es t.h.e 
tem cons:.z:cr prod.Jct as JOOani.Tlg '':m:· article, o-r co;.:ipo...cnt p.:.t.rt 
thoroo.f, protluc~·-l or ilis·t.-ibut::?d (i) for S'.ilc to a a::,usi.::;.er for u:.e 
in or arour.•! a 1:-or~t or tc;n-pc!':l.Iy housci)OlJ or resi<lem:a, a 
school, iu rocreati.on, or ot.'1.~rwi:.d, or (ii) for too pe1.·scn~l use, 
ccnsu..--iption or enjoy::,ent of a c0i.1Su,~r in or around a r,c~cut or 
te:1p.orary hocsehold or r{~sid.:me:J, a sch'.Jol, in r~cre.'.!tion or other-

• tr 
'Wl.:je. • •• 

ll1 view of t.iw fo:rogoinri, th.i,,:; offic~ believes t.'-.at only t'lose 
p:--.;J;.icts produced or clistri.butod by your 'Jusin~s Syst~ Di.visio.n 
for sale to consu.1ers for use in or a.:rounJ. a porr.arumt or ~porary 
h01..:::;chohl or residence, .;1 :;c"lool, fa r~-creation. or oth.e:rwise, or 
for t..~e personal use, cori:3'-"lption or cnjc)'-ment of co:-.srr..er:; in or 
arouad a pi.1rmanent or e.iporary housallol<l or rcsiJ . .-mc~, a sc!:.col, 
in rccr-~atio."l. or other,...~;e wou.l<l ba ccr.sicle~ C-"ilSuci-erproducts, anJ 
tirus suhjact to the jurisdiction. of tiie Colrmissian. 1:!°;oscproducts 
us,.;:dby cons~rs c.."C::l:.lSi.V')1¥in business offices as part 0£ their 
el,;;>loy:n~:ntwould not be consiilereu consu::.er pro•l:.lc.ts. ~m,over, these 
prodarts could be S1iliject. to regulation by t11a Occupational Sa.fat)' 
~d Hoal th /1.t.C;jinist::--::~-'-'J::.•. 
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The ,.i;lm..1i.lcture:r of a pl'a<lu.::t has the ultii:...--ite respcn.sibili::y 
to <leteroit1.\l tlic di.s:trilmtion il..-td use patterns of his pr~<lu.:ts ~,.,i 
to :.'let. acccrd.b.gly. In our opiuion, any Joubts suoci.J be r~olvaJ. 
in f .. wor of co1~sLle1'.L-ig tho pro<lu.;.t to be a co.nst..Qer product. 

It is tlie vi~ of ~us o££ico t.,.\3.t ccx;-ifcnent pari.S of cansu;:ier 
products are subjcc;~ to 't.!1e rt."<\uire>..;eats of tha Consu.ner Procuct 
Safety Act. For exar.1plc, s.:?Cti.on 1S r~~I<?-..teats [15 U.S.C. ZQ64J 
are applicable to o::i.~'(lnent parts of a COilSl..l!ier prcciuct: if tha c~pcuent 
contai..-u a ~feet which c-:-~tes a Suo:$t:lnti:ll pr.xl~t hn.u.rJ. r~orts 
Ul'l.l.!er s2'.-tim 1~('.:i} of the CPSA nra also rcquiro<l if s~ c~ents 
aro Jis;:ovared by the r.mu.rfacturer to fail to comply ~i.th an nppli-
cablo consuner product safety ru1~. 

Furth-!rmore. irumufacturors of cci.1pouent parts, .mi.C4'1aro 
si;eclfically tho subject of a co.n.su..er pro<luct safoty stand:1rd woul<l 
be required,, p-..irsu:.:tncto section lt(a)(l) of t~e Act [15 U.S.C. 2063 
(a.) (1) l, to cortif)r t~t the COi:IpOnents~.1~t ti15 l"e!luir~ts of the 
st3.'lJ..u'd. Abse?lt ~l. specific st:mJ.:ird c.o~rL11f: a car.1;c.-iant part, 
c.muiacturers of c:ompa,.~rts s.'loul.J :.:.1.tici?ate rcqu..-~sts for a-=sm.;.i4i.:cs 
fro."9.the r,.a.w:£'3etu;:-orof a rc~atcd un.l prccuct that t.11c,~t 
Joos not :t<lversely affect t.b.e ~ility of the eud prodt:ct to co:nply 
\tith the st::mdaru. 

\1haJ:'3 t.'l.e finishcJ product is discover~ to contain a. substantial 
i,lTo<l.ucthaz.:ird, ~nufacturers cf COi'..'IpQnentst'.creof arc· av."'viscdto 
:iscertaia th~ exwnt t.> t-r.alichtb~ c<:ililpo,~t -::J:J.Ybo involved !l.i"'ld to 
t"e'l)Crt ·tho prcblS:1, t.:> t."!.a C.Ommissioo. Iu .my event. rcspo.-oibili ty 
would be di:)tor.:tlnetl an a ,ase~by•c.i.se basis ~Ii.th. a view t.:uard 
asscs!jin~ tb.~ ca~l co:mection beTh'ee.nt.'-w cc:~ponc..'"l'l.trart nnd. t:~ 
tbfoctlvo as:-..,ect.s of tr..e end prod~t tl-..at 9ri,::arily contributed to, 
or my be r~;;onsilile for, the injury or ri5k o.f fajury. 

If ~l have :l.'1Y further questio..-is ccncernfa.g this rnatter, please 
let l:lC know. 

Si.nc.!raly, 

;:1.ic.;.ael A.. 13?"0\m 
Gmeral Co'\..."1Sal 

.l\l'ISchoem:clb:3/20/74 

cc: .Executive Director GC Files 
GC Olron BC•t 

v·so. GC Reading 
OFC (for distribution to Area Directors) 
A. Sc.¾oem 

https://ase~by�c.i.se
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100 EAST 42 STRElT 

NEW Y0RX. NY 10017 

PHONE ll12i697 )oOO 

NORTH AMERICAN PHILIPS CORPORATION 

CORPORATE PRODUCT ASSURANCE DEP,\RTMENT 

January 28, 1974 

Mr. Michael Brown 
Office of General Counsel 
Consumer P:.oduct Safety Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20207 

Dear Mr. Brown: 

In my recent letter of January 22, I requested your 
interpretation as to the classification of our Business 
Systems Division product line as consumer products. I 
further pointed out in that letter that we here at NAPCare 
in the process of setting up two corporate product safety 
committees. One will have cogni;,;ance over all chemical 
products divisions and the other which I will ~hair will 
have cognizance over all consumer products, professional 
and semi-professional equipment and components divisions.( 

I would like to ask your interpretation of how compo­
nents fall under the jurisdiction of the Consumer P~oduct 
Safety Act. I am taking the position here a~ NAPC that any 
component rnanufac~ui-:ed or.marketed by any of our components 
divisi6ns fh~t finds its way into a consumer product fall 
under·the-reqUir~fuents of thi Consumer P~oduct S~fety Act. 
I h~ve. enclosed ·a ·co.py .. of our Annual Report for 1972 in addition 
to the listing of our products in the electrical and· elec-
tronic products and professional equipment area. 

I am not asking for a ruling for every single product 
listed, merely for the general category of components that 
find their way into end item consumer products. 

Thank you again for your consideration of my request. 

Very truly yours, 

E.J. Misisco 
Corporate Manager 

EJM/pk Product Assurance 
Enclosures 


