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Harold T. Halfpenny, Esquire 
li.:..lfpenny, II~hn & noche 
111 Hest Hashington Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60602 

D,.Jar Iir. Half penny 1 

Tllis letter is :f.n response to your correspondence of 
February 26, 1974, in behalf of the Independent Battery 
~'1-:1nufacturcrs Association in ~•1hich you inquired as to the 
status of batteries under tha I?oi:3on Prevention Packaging 
,\ct and F,~<leral Hazardous Substances Act. We would also 
like to take this opportunity to clarify t..,e point!l brought 
up in a conversation between Mr. i.Joe of the Associ.:ition and 
Hr. Cirnrles U. Jacob Bon of our Bureau of Conpliancc. 

As we pointed out in our letter of FGbruar-.t 21, 197.-\, 
autorr.obilo batteries wculcl not be subject to the safety 
st~ndard setting authority of the Consumer Product ~afety 
Act since there is a specific exclusion for notor vehicle 
cquipr:1ent subject to the ;1.-:i.tional Traffic and r,iotor Ve:dcle 
Safl~ty J\ct of 19 66. Hm1cvcr, t.l-ie Fcder.1.l i!azur<lous Sub­
st.:i.nc,1s Act and l'oi.'Jon Prevention P.J.ckaging 1\ct do not con­
tain a ab~ilar QXclu~ion. Thcr~fore, batteries containing 
r.rnl furic acid ,,re subject to the labeling requirements of the 
Fc(1cral !t;1~~.-1.rJ.oun Jubstanccs Act1 and sulfuric acid, other 
than t 11<1t ":l:1ich is yacknged \·Ii thin the batter.1 i t::mlf, is 
subject to the packaqing requir8:-.,ents of the Poison ?rcv0ntio:1. 
:.?acka'Jing !\ct. Tllcs,~ roquircr,,\2nts would not ar)ply to indu~­
triu.l bnt.tcrics, only to those which under rc,:i.sonably :orc­
secablc conditior1a of purch~nc, ntoraga, or U3c, ~re litcly 
t:.tJ !Jc f.::J;J..l1d i.n or nroun<l the hous,.,hold. 

F0r b.it~cric!:l and battcr.1 cartons ue 311gr;,1st the fol­
lry;.-;inq e.1.utionacy labeling: 



• POISOli. CAUSES SEVERE: BURNS• 

Contains sulfuric acid. 
Avoid contact with skin, eyes, or clothing. 

Antidotei External, Flush with water. 
Internal: Drink large quantities of water 

or t:1ilk. 
A:'ollow with milk of magnesia, 
beaten eggs or vegetable oil. 
Call physician immediately. 

Eyes: Flush with water for 15 minutes 
and get pronpt medical att~ntion. 

!3a.tteries produce explosive gases. Keep spark9, fla1r.es, 
cigar~ttes crr,ay. Ventilate when c.~arging or using in 
enclosed space. Alw,'l.ys shi~ld eyes wllsin working nc,"lr 
batteries. 

K':!e~ out of t.'i.a reach of children. 111 

In adc.ition to this cautionary labelling tJ1.e bt?tter7 and 
battery carton should be labeled with the nn.r:ie a..,d plac~ of 
busines~ of the ma.."lufacturcr, pack~r, distributor, or s~ller. 

Batterias which are marketed as dr-.1 chart_;-cd .:i.nd :lcco~:,a."1.ied 
by ~ container of sulfuric acid for salt? directly to tlrn con-
3umcr s!1ould be appropriately labele<.l with ca.ution:1ry la!)oling. 
Th!a sulfuric acid or electroli tu ~houlu he packa,;,1d in :3pccial 
child-re::;ista.:,t packaging a!l rt"!quirc~ by the reg,11-itions pro-
1::?.ulgated unc!er tht! Poison Pravontion Pc:.1ckagia·J Act. For the 
container of sulfuric acid in titis situation we would recor.:\­
i::1trnd tl'le follo·.:1ing. cautionary labeling: 

"'POISON. CAUSES SE~M numl'S 

Contains sulfuric acid • 
.'\void contact wi.th skin, eyes, or clothing. 
To prevent accid~ats, neutralize c:..:ces::. acid with bakin<J 
5oda. a.'1d dir;carJ.. 
'<inso en.r>ty cor.t<1iner with. wn.ter. 

t,.11ti<lotc: E:ctu::::-r,,!1: Flush wi"t.il wab:.;r. 
L1t.::!r::1al: Drink large ,1,1,11ltities of w.:itcr or ..

P1l.J.,~ 
~ 

• 
l.,ollc,-1 ~-;it~l r·1ili': of f1~~;:~r..;r;i.~, !1G~t--~a 
C'-J:JS, <...>r '1-.!-./-~~:r~-:,l(~ ,.,il. 
C,"'l 11 p;1~;sici-m i'::;r,.~'.),H ltely. 
rl1,;.::!1 ~-:it:~ ·,·,'r":tr-:~r for 15 r~in 1..1ti:-=s 
~1.d -;c~t pro:~::)t ::1(~<.:icttl .1.~:.'.:.r:;:,.tio:1. 
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He are enclosinc:r for your infort1ation copies of the 
Padaral nazardou3 Substances 1\ct, Poison Prevention P.:ick-
aging Act, a."'ld regulations. The placement a'1d conspicuousness 
requir~cnta for cn.utionary labeling aro spelled 0 1.1t: in 16 
CFR 1500.121. For the labeling of batterie~, we suggest that 
the cautionary labellng be placed on the top of the batte:ry1 
either on the lnbsl placad directly on the battery, or on 
the gang vent caps. In situations whera there is insufficient 
space en the battery to? and ga'1g vont caps arc not used, wa 
would not object to the cautionar.{ lab~ling being plc1.c~d on 
a post tag, s·o long as. the tag is made of a durablo material 
so that the labeling tlill ren:ain visi~l.>le throughout the lifo 
of the battery. 

?lease let us know if we can be of a-n.1 further assistance 
in this m;:it-ter. 

Sinc.:3relv, 
Ori[;in2.~ ~it:~1f~ b/ 

~ichaal A. Bro~n 

HichaGl A. Brown 
Gi::nernl Counsel 
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