
r.r. Jot-:1 Villfonh 
Bureau ot r-.:!c!fol_cr.1.cal !!ealtb 
Food ruid Dr-~g Ad!!l..1.n1~tra~ion 
l!e:1lth, E..:!ucat;io:1 tm~ h',11.fore 
5600 Fi.she.rs Lan& • 
Rockville. ~,.,ryland 20SS2 

Daar Pr. Villfort!l, 

, . 

'tha ~ttaeh~d L~Guiry fro~ eo~si-cns<;r.ra Charlean. Te~~u~ of 
C~lif~r~i~ iD ouc whicQ L~lo~GZ ~ith your ~~re~u. Thu~k you !or 
yo~:r ~tt'---~tion to t!-': . .Jt r~.:~tt:.r. 

cc: :a. J...udd~n 
13. Pit~it1 
S. Du:ln 
T. B-Oyd 
GC Rc!lding Fil~ 

lee. Chron 

!-~r!J. ~~rb-.:ira ,\.. l'~u,{1:.:.i 
ti:t,!<:to-r of C..:-nnr1~:::sioo.al Kcl3t.io~a 
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Mrs. Barbara A. Ludd:a 

Director of Congressional Relationa 

�������������� 

E2itkin:nli:l/3/74 

cc: 3. Ludden 

B. Fit.in 
s. Duin 

T, Boyd 
CC Reading rile 

GC Caron 



G c_ c~,0V\, 

(g~ fe,1 

Mr. Matt Y. Houston 
Gov~mcent a.elations Director 
Nntional Kitch-?O Ccl>i~t As;;ociatioa. 
334 E. Broadway, Suit~ 248 
Louisville, Kentucky 40202 

Dear Mr. Housto:u 

JAN 8 1974 

'l'his letter.is in raply to your correspO!'ldcnco of October 18, 1973, 
in ~rhich you requ~3ted clarific..'.lticn of ao int~rpretation of section 7(~) 
of the Conouc~r ~o<luct Snfcty Act (15 u.s.c. 2056(a)) provided in a 
letter dated June 21, 1973 frou Hr. Steve Fiuchtl to !fr. Jay Duke. 

The! prln.:lr-/ purposa of tha ConaUBCr fro;iuct Safety Cor:=dnaic,o (GPSC) 
is to prot~ct tii.a p~>llc a;;ali~.::; t u:1r~a;;c:1c.:._.1e risks of i!'.lj c.ry associ.:.tcd 
vitn con~u~r p:odu::ts. T\l ~chiov~ this eo~l, tha Cot.urlGsicn x:-1ny is6ue 
cor1su-.2-:ir product safoty st,'.lllc..1rd3. r:~~tion 7 (a) of the Cor::;u~i::r Pro<luct 
Safety Act llsta the types of r,2quire~nt3 which t:J.U!it be included in .:tny 
consm:ie.r product o,1fcty sta..-.d~rd pro.~ulz:-ited by the Co:::missicn. '!hat 
s~ction st:.1tas: 

115.3c. 7. (a) 1J1a Coi::.::.tlsdou cuy by rule, in ( 
accorcknco with this sect:iou n:1d .section 9, \__ _____ ..__ 
pron:u.1.gate consur::-.?-r product safoty standarcl5. 
A consu;:iar product saf6t;' stna.tlard ah:ill con:,3i8t 
of one or -i:;ore .of e.ny of the follo,,.--i.ng tY11cs of 
r!?quirc?::;?.:'.l.ts: (1) Rcquircr:,~nts an to perforr;;:tr:.ce, 
cgoposition, contento, <l:isign, cou~truction 1 finish, 
or pack.:1;:;fog of a c.o:1su,:-,er proJuct. • (2) r~quir~r:c:lta 
thAt a cousunter product be rutrk.ed with or acco!l,p:mied 
by cle~r and a<lequ~te var:uings er instructions, or· 
rcquire:.i::~llta r~spccting th~ forn of \1aruins3 or 
instructioa3 • • ~~y require~at of such a stundard shall 
be ~eason~0Jly n~cess~ry to prevent or reduca an- un­
reason~blo risk of injury ns!;ociate<l \w"ith such product. 
The require~ents of ouch a stand~rd (other th~~ reqtdra-
r.;;-:?.nts 

0

rcl.1tir:.i; to la!:>.alinG, '»'.!r,,.h1.~s, or i1:,'.;t:rtJ.ctfoi-:.3) shall, 
vhc!,1.ev~r f.:::.:tsihle. b--: e:::pr~::;,=~d iu tcrcg of rcrfcr.:.:?nce 
r~quire~i:-.t::J. 11 
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Mr. Matt W. Houston 
Gover_cent Relations Director 
National Kitchen Cabinet Association 
334 E. Broadway, Suite 248 
Louisville, Kentucky 40202 

Daar Mr. Houston: 

JAN 8 1974 

This letter is in reply to your correspondenca of October 18, 1973, 
in which you requested clarificatica of an interpretation of section 7(a) 
of the Consuper roduct Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2056(a)) provided in a 
letter dated June 21, 1973 from Mr. Steve Fiechti to Mr. Jay Duke. 

The primary purpose of the Conaumer Product Safety Cor_mission (CPSC) 
is to protect tle public against unreasonable risks of injury associated 
with consur products. To achieve this goal, the Corission may issue 
consurer product safety standard3. Section 7(a) of the Consurer Product 
Safety Act lista the types of requirerents vhich ust be included in any 
consumer product safety standard promulgated by the Commission. Tiat 
section statas: 

-
" Sec. 7. (a) Tha Coriscioa pay by rule, in 

( accordanca with this section aad section 9, � 
promulgate consumer product safety standards. 
A consumer product safety standard shall consist 
of one or rore of any of the following types of 
require»eats: (l) Requlrcrents as to performace, 
composition, contents, desiga, construction, finish, 
or packaging of a consumer product. (2) Requirements 
that a cousur product ba marked with or accompanied 
by clear and adequate warnings or instructions, or 
requirccats respecting the forn of varuings or 
instructions. Any requirement of such a standard shall 
be reasonably necessary to prevent or reduca an -
reasoncble risk of injury associated with such product. 
The requirements of such a standard (other than require­
ants 

'
relating to labeling, war,ians, or instructions) shall, 

vhenever feasible, be ezpresccd in tercs of perfor_ince 
require±nts." 



'Iha Cozmus.ioa. bas n~t proctulli-tlt4d a consUl2)er product •t~d.4rd 
applicable to U.tchen cabiueu. Dlus, tb~ Cots;rlssion hao no rule. 
xequirin~ m.innucturers to e.nclo:1a instruction boollecs and tha l1k.a 
with their prod~ts. i'ha Coit:nissio:i doe.a. howevar, snc:ourasa volunta'r7 
action by u::anufactuTcra of consumar p~ducts to ~aduce or elimina~a any 
w.ro&Son~le risk. of injury pr~sentG~ by cous-w:icr products. 

Pl.oasa let JSa knov if I raay .~ of fl,ltthor a.u:.ista.nce. 
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cci Executive Director 
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LGS!.--Chrou 
CC r..cading 

Sinccrelyt 
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¥ichael A. B~eWH 

Mi.cha.al A. Sro\711 
General Counsel 
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Tha Commissioa has not promulgated a consumer product standard 
applicablea to kitchen cabiners. Taus, the Con_ission has no rule 
requiring manufacturers to enclose instruction booklets and tha like 
with their products. iha Corxissioa docs, howevar, encouraga voluntary 
action by manufacturera of consumar products to reduce or eliminate any 
wroasoncbla risk of injury presented by consumer products. 

Plcasa let a know if I may be of further assistance. 

A!IS:mli:12/14/74 

cc: Executive Director 
D. Mackay 
A. Schoen 
GC F1lcs 

CC_Chron 
GC Reading 

Sincerely, 
PE{Sinai signec 

Michael A. Brown 

Michael A. Brown 
General Counsel 


