
JAN 4 1974 

HonorablG John o. Pastora 
United States Senate 
Washington, -D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Pastore: 

Chairman Simpson bas asked me to respond to your letter of December 6 
in which you brought to our attention a resolution of the Atluntic Fisheries 
Biologioto regarding the danger of overhe~d high-tension electrical Yi.res 
corning-into contact.with.metal sailboat masts. 

The Consuner F°ro<luct Safety Cor.::m.ission docs not havo jurisdiction 
over either s.:lilboat r.1.1sts or the placllll:ent of overhead high-;ension 
electrical lines. Section 3(a)(l)(G) of tha ConsUDcr Product Safety Act 
(15 u.s.c. 2051, 2052(a)(l)(G)) specifically exclu<les fron Co:;;:.~ission 
jurisdiction boats, vessels, an<l equip~cnt ~hich could be subject to $afcty 
rezul..:ltioa by the U. S. Co.:ist Cua.rd under the Fcdcr."11 L-Oat S.:.fcty :.ct of 
1971 (46 U. S. C. 1451, -~ ::;cq.). The h:;ight of ovc.rhe.:id hish-tcnsion F 
elt'.'.ctrical uire.s is not with:!.n our juris<liction becaunc such ,:ires ure \.______ 
ezclu<lcd frol.!1 the· rlcfinitiou of consurr,er product under Section 3 of tha 
Consumer Protluct Snfety Act. 

We have taken the liberty of advising the U. S. Coast Guard of the 
problem you. have raised. A copy of your letter was forward~d to C-'..lptai.n 
Rayraond Wood, Office of Congressional Affairs, U. S. Coast Gunrd (G-CC/104). 
Washington, D. C. 20590. 

Please let ma h.'10"1 if ,,a can be of further assistance. 

Sincerely, 

OR1GIN.U. SIGNED BY 
BA.~BAAA A. 1UDDEN 

Mrs. Barbara A. Lud1en 
Director of Congressional Relations 
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