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Dear lir. lL.nowles:

ey

This is in response to your lettcr of Fovember 30,

167G recucesting the ouninion of thic office as to whcthier
a coin~orcrated waeshing machine located in a commercial :
laurdering facility and used by mcmbers of the puplic §
is a conzumer product under the Consumer Troduct Safety £
Act (CDs3). )
4

r Secticn 3(2) (1) of the CPSA states, in relevant part,

b
fhe term 'consumer product' means any |
article, or couzoncnt part thercof, 4
produced or cCistributed (i) for sale :
to a conswter for usc in or around f
perrniancnt or temworary houcschold or E

residence, a school, in recreztion,
or othervise, or (ii) for the personal
use, consu'wtion or enjovment of a
consurer in or around a permanent
or tcuwporcary hiousehicld or residence, a
schicol, it recreation, or otherwise; but
such terna Coces not include...any article
wnicn is not custcmzarily procuced or )
striluted for sale to, or usa or '
concuristion by, or enjoyment of, a
CONSULCE s o v o

- - g

The legislative history of this section clarifics
Ceongress! intont not to exclude preoducts that are used
ky conswiers:
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November 30, 1976

Consumer Product 3afety Commission
.ffice of Ceneral Ccunsel
Viasnington, D.C. 20227

Dear 3ir:

C(n Noverter 16, 1€76 I contacted ycur Ccmmissicn
with respect to gaining infcrmaticn ccncerning whether
cr not a ccin operated washing machine in service in a public
laundrcrat falls within the statutorwv deliniticn of a
"consumer product . I received a prciot and cordial
reswonse to my cormrurication from a lir. Vece who informed
me that ycur Commissicn has issucd no ccnsumer product
safety standards. He did inform me that vcur ciiice
would issue a formal opinion upon receipt of a written
reguest.

Thus, the purpose of this ccmmunication is to reguest
a formx! cpinion from your office as to whether or net
a coin operated washiing machine in service in a public
laundrcmat is included in the statutory cdefinition of the
term “consumer product".

As we represent a client who has been seriously injured
by such a machine and as we are in the process of preparing
our client's case foir trizl, it is important that we receive
your opinion at your first earliest ooportunity.

srdially,
by
f WILLIAM W.
Whi:skm
cc: Mrs. Geraldine Thomas
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It is not nccessary that a procuct be
actually sold to a ccasurer, but only that
‘it be produced or éistributed for his use....
[P]lroducts which are nrimarily cr exclusively
sold to industrial or ingstitutional puvers
would bc included within the definition of
consumer product so lcng as they were produced
or distributed for usze of consumers. {iou
Interstate and Foereicn Cormiterce Cormittee De-
port, Iouze Ieport lio. 92-1133, p. 27]

Coin-orerated washing machinces, since they are procucts

producad or distributed for the use and enjoyrent of consuners,
would come within tine statutory definition of consuier pro-

duct.
product s

Thercfore, the Commission could promulgate a ceasurer
afety standard to cover this product if the Com-

mission cdeterminead that ceoin-orerated washiing machines present
an unrcasonahble risk of injury to the public. it present

the Commission hzs 1issued no standard that covers coin-operated
washing machines nor, to our kncwledge, 1s such regulation
being contemplated.

Motwithstanding the absence of a consumer product safety
standardg,

section 15 of the CrsSa (copy enclosed for vour infor-

mation), rcguires that manufacturers, distributors and retailers
mho obtain information which rezsonably susports the conclusion
that their consumer products contain a defect which could -
create a substantial product hazard (as that term is defined

in section 15(z) (2) cf the CPSi.) must report such procduct
Cefect to the Commission (see also 16 CFR 1115).

Enclosure

CccC:

The views cxpressed here represent the current inter-
pretation of the law by the Office of the Ceoneral Counsel;
they could be subsequently changednor superseded.

Vie hope this information will be of assistance t. you.

Sincerely,

s/

David Schreltzer
Acting General Counsel

Advisory, Distribution
GC Files
GC Chron

GC Redding (2)
BPitkin:mg:1-6-77
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