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Dear l-:.r. !,nowlcs: 

This is in response to your letter of November 30, 
197G ?:"c<._:ucstir.g -::.he o�inion of this of ficc as to ,..,·hcther 
a coin-oi:cr..:.teu \·1i:!shing r: . .:ic!1inc locatccl in a co:-:1I'.'!crcial 
laur.dcri.ng i:t..cility .:-tnd. u��d by ::-.embers of the public
is .:1. co��-:.!.-::c�r product unuer the Consur.,cr Product �u.fcty
1\ct {C:'S.:,) . 

Section 3(�) (1) of the CPSn stntcs, in relevant part, 

'l'he term • co71�n!r:-.er proc.uct' means any
i!.rticlc, or cor;·,;:o;:-1c1�t r;.:1rt thereof, 
produced or �istribute<l (i) for s.:ilc 
to a co�s��cr for u�c in or around 
a pc:rn.:i.!,cnt or ter.�oorary houccholcl or 
rc:sid0:.:1.cc, a school, in rccre�tion, 
or othcn1isc, or (ii) for the personal
usG, CC!lSur::..-tion or enjoyr:-.�n t of a 
con::a::::cr in or Ql:o-.:nc1 u pcrm.:i.n<1nt 
or tc:,::::-orc,ry lH;,us�hcl<l or residence, a 

• :;chool, i:i.1 :rccrc.1tion, or othc:-ui:::;e; but 
such te�J tloc5 not includa ... nny article 
•,/nich is not ct:stcn�rily proc.uced or 
listributetl for sala to, or use or 
co�1s1.:..:�.�tion l>y, or e:njoyr;.cnt of, a 
co::isu:�:8r .... 

'I'he lcgi�l�tivo history of tl1i.5 section clarifies 
Con�rcss' in��nt �ot to e�clutlc products that arc used 
l::y consur.,crs: 

https://rc:sid0:.:1.cc
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https://laur.dcri.ng
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�Tover,l'oer 30, 1976 

Consumer P�oduct 3a[cty Corn.�ission 
cffice of General Counsel 
��shihgton, D.C. 20207 

Dear Sir: 

en Nove:rl:,er 16, 1S7G I contacted '/cur Cc:.1:!li::;sicn 
\•;it:1 ress,ect to g2ining in.:crr:-,aticn ccnccrning ·.-::,ether 
er not a coin operate� washing �achinc i� ::;crvicc in a public
laundrc�3t falls �ithin th� statutor� aefiniticn of a 
"co:1:;u:;-:er ?roouct· . I received a pl:o::·.:;,t ,md cordial 
rcs:_..ionse to my cc::-:r.ur.ica tion fror.: a >lr. Vece ,•1ho in for;:-,ed 
me that ycur Corr.r.,issicn has issued no c:cns1..::i'.er product
s.::i fcty standards. I-fo did in form me that ycur cf E.i.ce 
wotild issue a formal opinion upon receipt of a written 
re<=;.ucst. 

Thus, the purpo;;;e of this ccrr,ri'lunication is to rc-::uest 
a fon·.::� cpinion £ro::t your office as to •..1r1cther or not· 
a coin operated •.,:2shing machine in service in a !_:>ublic 
laundrc�at is included in th� statutory definition of the 
term '; consumer produc:t". 

As we re?resent a client who has �een scriouslv in-;ureu 
by such a machine and as we arc in the process of p�epa�ing 
our client's case for trial, it is import�nt that we receive 
your opinion at your first earliest opportunity. 

cc: Hrs. Geraldine 'i'hom.::is 
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It is not ncces�ury that a product be 
actually sold to a consu�2r, but only that 

•it be produce� or ei�tributcd for his use .... 
[P]rotlucts which �re �rinarily er exclusively 
sold to in<lu3tri�l or institutional buyers
would be included within the definition of 
conslli::cr product so lcng as they ,-:ere prod.uce<l 
er distributed for use of consm,,ers. {!io-:Jsc 
I:1.tcrstatc and Foreiq?1 Cor..r:,.crco Ccr.unittcc �:e­
port, :::ouse Report !Io.· 92-1153, p. 27] 

Coin-o�crated washing machines, since
• 

thcv
�

antl enjoyRent of consu�ers, 
are oroducts 

produced or distributed for 
.

the use 
would co:-:!c wi thir:. the statutory <lef ini tion of consur.:er pro-
duct. Therefore, the Cor..r.1ission could pro::nulgv.te a cc:-..su!':',cr 
prod1,;.ct sc:.foty standard to cov8r this product if the Com­
:raission dctcrnirn�cl th,:;.t coin-o�cra tc�1 \;ash ir.g machines prcscr.. t 
an unrca::.onu:!:-lc ri:::k of injury to the public. J,t present
the Cor...:1.ission h�3 issued no st�ndurd that covers coin-oncrate� 
washiDg nrachines nor, to our knowlectgc, is such rcgulati;n 
being contc�plated. 

1-Iotwi thstanding the absence of a consur.-.cr prodt:.ct safety 
standard, section 15 of the CPSA (copy enclosed for your infor­
r::ation) , requires that I:lanuf.:i.cturcrs, c!istributoro anJ. rctailt:!r3 
�ho obtain infor��tio� which rc��onably supports the conclusion 
t..'-iat their co;1sw.�cr p1:oc�ucts contain a ccfcct which coultl. 
create a substuntial Pro::.:t:.ct h.:1zard (.::.s that tern is defined 
in section 15 (.:a.) (2) cf tl-:e CPS..i:.) must report such prc,c:1.uct 
C:efcct to the Corc.rr,ission• (see also 16 CFR 1115). 

'?he viGws expressed here represent the current inter­
pretc:ttio:1 of the l.::i.w by the Office of the C0neral Counsel; 
they could be subsequently changedn r su;:ierse<lecl. 

v,e· hope this infon,:ation will be of a:;sistancc t. you. 

Sincerely, 

David Schmeltzer 
Acting G2ncral Counsel 

Enclosure 
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GC Files 
GC Chron 
GC Redding (2)
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