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Ms. Glenda Pifer =

Acting Clothing Specialist - T
United States Jepariment of Agriculture i e
Extansion Service

Uashington, D. C. 20250

Dear Ms. Pifers

Tris is in response to your inquiry of December 13, 1974
conceraing the responsihilily of the home sewer rslating o
the flammability of children®s sleepwear. Under the Flammable
Fabrics Act the Cosmission has issped two standards For children's
slzepweayr, ' '

The Standard for the Flammability af Caildres's Siesepwear,
sizas =51 [DOC FF 3-71, as amended) became fully effective
July 23, 1973. Al1 children®s sieepwear items in sizes 056X
sanufactursd en or aftar that date must meat the Standard. The
torm children's sleepwear includes nightgowns, pajamas and
similar or related items, stch as robes, inteadid o be worn
srimarily for sleeping or activities relating to sleeping, as
well as Tabrics and related material intsnded or promotsd for
us2 in sizepwear. S

The Standard for the Flammability of Children’s 3leepwear,
3izes 7-14 {FF 5-73) will become effeciive ¥ay ¥, 1375.
Sieepwear items in sizes 7-14 {including qarments and fabric
and relatad material in*ended or premotsd for uss in slespwear
narsents) manufaciured on or after that daie must coaply with the
Standard. Copies of both Sleepwear Standards are snclosad for
your iatormatien.

You ipquirad about the responsibilily uader ihe siandards
57 ome sewers (1) who buy fabric and make jarmenis which they
=211: {2) who make garments for pay when the fabric is purchasad
oy tne client; {3) who maka items that are soid at bazaars,
~cx3izals, atc., ands (4) who make gift items,
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It 14 cur view that in the first and third situations
described above, the Finished garments would generally he
required to comply with the appropriate sleepwear standard,
since they are “manyfactured for sale,” and /thus subjact -
to the Flammabla Fabrics Act. The detailed testing srocedures
prescribed under the standards would, thus, have to be
foilowed. = - : ‘ oy

In the second and fourth s{tuations akove, where a home
Sewer makes garments for pay when the fabric is purchased by ‘
the client, and dhe home sewer makes gift items {we interpret the
Term "gift {tem” {5 mean thase {tems mada for the zlient 2nd given f.-f,_
ihe client o another perscn as a #1fL)) it does not appear that the
Tinished garments would be recuired to &hmp!y with the slaepwear g 5
standards 2s there is no "sale™ of the finished items. However, ’
both standards raquire fabric istended or procotad for use {n children®
siaspwear to comply with the standards and we would urge all home
sewers to use Tlame resisiant matarial when making children's sleep-
WeAr. BT = ek

Sineerely, - L

David Schmeltzer
Acting Deputy General Counsel
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SUBJECT :

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT

Memor*andum WASHINGTON, D.C. 20207

Alan H. Schoem, Office of General Counsel oate: February 6, 1975

SAFETY COMMISSION

Al Dimcoff, Deputy Executive Director 6:27‘1
Harry Garber, BCM

Sleepwear Flammability Standards - Department of
Agriculture Inquiry re Responsibility of Home Sewer

In accordance with your request a draft letter is forwarded responding
to USDA inquiry on the above subject matter.

The USDA inquiry relates to four situations, each of which involves
the ultimate delivery of garments by the home sewer to third parties.
The circumstances outlined involve more than a situation in which the
home sewer makes garments for her own use.

In view of this circumstance amd of the further circumstance that the
activities are similar to those which might be performed by a2 manufacturer,
the draft letter takes the position that the garments should comply with
the Sleepwear Standards, while pointing out that it is possible to
petition from relief from all or part of the Standards.

This is a somewhat "touchy" situation and you might wish to seek Commission
approval on any response to USDA. My personal feeling is that all
sleepwear items should, at a nminimum, comply with the flammability
criteria imposed by the Standard. Whether some consideration might

be given to relief from the sampling provisions of the Standards under

any of the outlined circumstances might be addressed if a request

were made showing merit in that regard.

Attachment
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Home Sewer Relating to the Flammability of Childreh's Sleepwear

Attached is an inguiry fram Glenda Pifer of the Department of
Agriculture Home Extension Service conceming the responsibility of
tha hore sewer relating to the flammability of children's sleepwear.
I understand similar questions came up when the FIC was responsible

for enforcing the FFA. Please prepa.re a reply for the General Counsel's
signature. |
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-UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
) \ (&cyzem(f.'nf' wiilhe Foand Grewend

EXTENSION SERVICE
%[éy&y and Universilios
WasHINGTaN, D.C. 20250

December 18, 1974

Mr. Alan Schoem

Office of General Counsel

Consumer Product Safety Commission
5401 Westbard Avenue

Washington, .D.C. 20207

Dear Mr. Schoem:
We have received an inquiry concerning the responsibility
and liability of the home sewer relating to the flammability

of children's sleep wear:

1. If the home sewer buys fabric and makes
garments which she sells.

2. If the home sewer makes garménts for pay
when the fabrie is purchased by the client.

3. Home sewer who makes items that are sold
at bazaars, hospitals, etc.

4, Home sewer makes gift items.

Will you prepare a statement which we can use in our
educational programs?

Sincerely,

oo ofer

GLENDA PIFER
Acting Clothing Specialist




