
Ms. Glenda Pifer 
Acting Clothing Specialist 
Unit2d States Oeparaent of Agriculture 
Exunsi04'l Service • 
1.la$hington,, O. C. 20250 

Dear Ms. Pifer: 

ir.is is in ~pon.se to ~tour inquiry of ~her 18,, 1974 
conc~ing ~"!e responsibility of t.ie home sewer relating to 
tii~ flama.biHty of chi1dren's sleepwear. Untler-tbe Fla!!mable 
F-ll:rics Act t.~ tosnission has issr,ied bro staooarrls for cM1dr~n•1 
s1e~_ar. • 

The Standard for the F1a!!l!!abi1tty of C.'li1drea1 s Sleep~r, 
si=es o-.il (DOC FF 3-n: .as amended) oecare fully effective 
July 23,, 1973. All chi1drefl 1 s sleeptHear it~ in sizes o-u 
f;"'.a.nuf~tured on or aftar that date iillst !fleet the St.lndar::i. The 
t2m children's sleepw:ear in~lutles nig.~t~s~ pajams and 
similar or related items,. such as irobes,-irrte:ndi!d to be 'WOY"n 

primrily for s1eepingor a~tivitfas relsitfog to sleeping. as 
w,e1l as fabrics and related material intanded ar proioot-ad for 
us.a in slae~r. 

,,;e 
The Sta:-idard for t.'ie F1umabi'lit1 of Chi11nm•s 3leeowear, 

siz,es 7-14 {FF 5-74) will ~ effec!h~ ~1 1~ 1975. ·<\··/;;.'" 

5Jeepwear items 1n sizes 7-14 {including garm1!nts and fabric 
and related material intended or ~romotedfor use 1a s1e-ep-,rear 
gar:::e.~ts) manufactJred en or afur that date !!tJSt cO&WlY!,l'it., th~ 
Standard. Copies of both S1~wear Standartls are enclosM for j 

jyour- information. 
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It i4 cur view that in the f1rst ilnd third s1tuations 
desaibe:f aboye. the finished garments would, generally he 
required b ccmply with the appropriate sleepwear standard,. 
siJ\Ce they are "':Janufactured for sale," and rthrJS subjact : 
to the Flaambla Fabrics Act. The detailed testing procet!ul"es 
prescribec:l ➔r the standards \TIIOuld, thus. ha'l-e to _be _ 
fo11owed .. -, • - • _ - -

r 

In the ~t:md and: fourth sftua.t1ons abov~. ~her~ a home_ 
se~ makes_garments for- pay ~menthe fabric ts purchased b:, - _ 

• the client. and the home:sei:er makes gift items (ve interpret the . 
tem •-gift itema ~ mean thes.~ it.ens -cada for t.ie :Hent and §h~n 
the ~11ent'tt, anot~r perscnas a fift,t it does not appear t.bat the 
f1n1shed garments would be requirea to comply with the sleepwea-r 
standards as there is no •sal~!• of the finished items. However. 
bo~~ standards ra<;uire fabric intended or prom-tad for use in children's 
sleepwear to comply with. .th-e !i"bndards arid we wold urge all hOliie 
se.ers to yse flame nsbtant matarial iitnen i1aldw9 children's sleep-

Sincerely. 

(S/
0-avi<i Schmeltzer 
Ac!i ng Deputy Ger.era1 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT 
SAFETY COMMISSION .

Memorandum □.c. 20207wAsHINGToN. 

TO Alan H. Schoem, Office of General Counsel''~ February 6, 1975□ATE, 
THRU Al Dimcoff, Deputy Executive Director ~ 

Harry Garber, BCM 

SWSJECT: Sleepwear Flammability Standards - Department of 
Agriculture Inquiry re Responsibility of Home Sewer 

In accordance with your request a draft letter is forwarded responding 
to USDA inquiry on the above subject matter. 

The USDA inquiry relates to fc1ur situations, each of which involves 
the ultimate delivery of garments by the home sewer to third parties. 
The circumstances outlined involve more than a situation in which the 
home sewer makes garments for her own use. 

In view of this circumstance and of the further circumstance that the 
activities are similar to those which might be performed by a manufacturer, 
the draft letter takes the position that the garments should comply with 
the Sleepwear Standards, while! pointing out that it is possible to 
petition from relief from all or part of the Standards. 

This is a somewhat "touchy" sttuation and you might wish to seek Cmmnission 
approval on any response to USDA~ My personal feeling is that all 
sleepwear items should, at a minimum, comply with the flammability I
criteria imposed by the Standard. Whether some consideration might 
be given to relief from the s,mipling provisions of the Standards under 
any of the outlined circumstances might be addressed if a request 
were made showing merit in that regard. 

Attachment 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

SAFETY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, 0. C. 20207Memorandum 
DATE: ~ ~ /97.Y

) F..a..""ryGarber .,. 
~J M. K: Ryan, F.c~g Di.rec~~, B~au of Carpliance. f'Nk'( . 
:?li ~-Al D1...'TCOff, Acting Executive Director THRIJ: .Margaret i,;._ Freeston, .Act..ing 
CM Alan H. Scli,.pen,Office of the General Counsel Assistant General Counsel a IJ-.1-

Harre sewer Relating to the Flamrrability of Children Sleepy.,--earIs 

Attached is an-inquiJ:y fran Glenda Pifer of the Departrrent of 
F.gricul.tm:e Hare Extension Service conceming the resp:msibility of 
ti'..e 1--crre sewer relating to the flamrability of children's sleefhvear. 
I t.4-:derstand similar questions Ccir.e up when the FTC was responsible 
for enforcing the FFA. Please prepare a reply for the General Counsel's 
signature.· • 
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·UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

EXTENSION SERVICE 

WASHINGTON, 0.C. 202S0 

<t'coj,8'1'(7,u·~ff' <.1..an.l,..a"t/t., !.&n~ 

<&,ll-:7..v.and 0/tne:..__..·uw 

December 18, 1974 

.• 
Mr. Alan Schoem 
Office of General Counsel 
Consumer Product Safety Commission 
5401 Westbard Avenue 
Washington, .D.C. 20207 

Dear Mr. Schoem: 

We have received an inquiry concerning the responsibility 
and liability of the home sewer relating to the flamnability 
of children's sleep wear: 

1. If the home sewer buys fabric and makes 
garments which she sells. 

2. If the home sewer makes garments for pay 
when the fabric: is purchased by the client. 

3. Home sewer who makes items that are sold i. 
at bazaars, hospitals, etc. 

4. Home sewer makt!S gift items. 

Will you prepare a statE!ment which we can use in our 
educational programs? 

Sincerely, 

GLENDA PIFER 
Acting Clothing Specialist 


