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SUBSTANTIATION: 

This Proposal was developed by a task group in response to NFPA 70 - A98ROC Comments 

20-9 and 20-42 through -71. The Proposal addresses the issues raised by Mr. King in Proposal 
20-52 NFPA 70 - A98ROP), and fulfills the direction of CMP-20 in its disposition of Comments 

20-9 and 20-42 through -71. 

Presently, many types of cord-connected appliances employ attachment plugs utilized at 100% 

of the current rating of the plug as illustrated by the following table. The table does not cover all 

appliances and is only provided to illustrate that the requirements applied take into account the 

types of appliances and their intended use. This Proposal recognizes presently existing field 

conditions and provides a means for addressing the safety of these products in their intended 

applications. Further work will need to be done to develop definitions for continuous and 

intermittent duty as applied to 15Amp and 20Amp cord and plug connected appliances so that 

product standards can specifically address the issues of branch circuit loading. 

The work towards harmonization of the National Electrical Code and Canadian Electrical Code 

is also noted and it is suggested that the NEC TCC take action to include this issue as a topic 

for discussion within the harmonization effort. 

The task group participants consisted of: 

John Kovacik (Task Group Chair, NEC TCC); Jim Pearse (CMP-20); William King(CMP-20); 
Jack Weizeorick (CMP-20); Tom Harman (CMP-2); and, Bob Wilkinson (CMP-2). 

Interested Persons (Non-participants): 

Don Fiedler (Emerson Tool); Julie Ayres (AHAM); Wayne Myrick (Sharp Electronics); Dave Peot 

(Power Tool Institute); Randy Maxwell (Helen of Troy); and, Mark Leimbeck (UL). 

APPLIANCE PLUG RATING DUTY 

20a, Cord and 80% 100% 100% w ded. Intermittent Continuous 

Plug connected receptacle 

Air Compressor X X 

Central Vacuum Cleaner X X 

Vacuum Cleaner X X 

Clothes Dryers X X 

Heating Equipment X X X 

Exercise Equipment X X 

Indoor/Outdoor Grill X X 

Lawn & Garden Tools X X 

Microwave Ovens X X 

Hair Dryers X X 

Power Tools X X 

Washing Machines X X 


