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Dear Mr. Guida:

You reguasted in your latter dated tober 3, 1574,
an acdvisoxy opinioa on the exient o whicih lead acid
storage batteriss are covsred by the Consumer Product
Safat? Act.

Wdnether lead acid storagz batteriss aze subject to
ragulation under the Coasumer Product Safety Act is
desende2nt upon wiaethex tliose prcdacts are consumer producta.
Ta2 term "consumsr product™ 1s defined in ssction 3{a) (1)
0f the Act {15 §.S.C. 2952{a){l)) =2s meaning aay article -
or componant nart tharegf produced or distributed for sale
to or usa by consumers3 in or around a permanenkt Or teELoriry
Lousenold or rasidaace, a school, in recreation or othnarwisa.
Tnose Xtems specificalliy sexcluded from the definitricn of
consumer product include notor venicle equipnmenit as dzfined
Ly section 122(3) of the Maticnal Traffic and Mokor Ianicls
SaZfzsty Act 0Of 1388; aircraft, aircraft esaginss, proctellers,
or appliances as deflaed in d=ction 181 of tne Pederal
foriation Act of 1233: cartaina boats or vesssals and eguipmant,
including associatsd aquipment, a3 dafined in secticn 3(3)
ofZ the Faderal 2oat Safety Act of 1371 to the axtaunt that a
rzisk of injury as3cciated with the use of such eguiosment oa
Loats or vassels could ba eliminatad orx redeced =7 actions
takesn undezr that Act.




Auzometive and tIuck hatterieas would not ba subiact

to raguiatlios undar the Consumar Prodoct Safasty Act hedausa
0 tae spacific 2xemption in section 3{a) (1) {c} of that ace
Zhr motor veaicie equipzment. lowewver, o 1mv«ral Lazardous
Suonstances aAct (i3 U.3.C. 1201) and tha Polison Praventicn
7rackxaging act (15 U.3.C. 1471}, oW otiher 3cts this Commission
administer rs, Ao not includa a similar exclusicon and aztormotive
and track Latterics could Da 3unidact to tae zrovisions of
zhose Acts. 2533 issus 2as been covered ia Advisory Ooinion

31 {a2pclaosad).
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Zorseeable condictions of purchase, 3toraya, or uss,
likxely t£o be Zound ia or arcund ths nous=h0l3d and LiF
conzain zulfurzic acid (3ee Advigory Cpinion 353).
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the 3ulfuric acid coatained in the “a;"ary. Sther hazacds

a23seclated with lawnmower batteriss could ha rsgul
23 3 comoonant ©f a consumer product {a lawnmower),
sidaresd o consumar groduck uacer saection 3{a) {1) of

Exergency ligating usad ia schools, Hoscitalz,
and otaex *Astitutions could ke considered consume

if s0ld to or used Ly consumers. dJow=a2v=2x, 1n L'”n*
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Conauwmer Product Jafazy nct excludes Ifreom tle Commiszsisals
jurisdiction uoder that Act aoter wehicls equipmen” as that

tarm is Gufinsd in section 182({4) oF the mational Traffic and
Howor Waalcls Ast of 13346. If 31mte: cables ars usad exclusive-
1y in conjuunctica with motoxr *vehicles,we would considexr taen

o pe motor Tu2aicls scuioment and, taerafore, exempi from a2
Commission's jurisdiction unQA' tha Coasumaxr 2rodact Safsty LSk,
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ou have any Zurxther cuestions, plzaze do ot
2 to contact usz,

Sincerzly,

Origi-al sisgned by

Michael A. Browma
Micrael A. Zxowa
Geanexal CTounzel
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