
;~EC ~ 1\ :' '. 
·r1:~·:. ··--;_,,o,y 

This is i~ r;sponse to .your recent letter to 
Co;-;:.uission.er Ba.::-bara H. Fra!'lkli=1 re-;arding children's 
Hallowaen costu.~as. In that 1 ett.er you n.s}~ed what 
kin~s of laws would apply to these cost~~es. 

The Fla.""n.'nable ?abrics Act which is nd.-ri.inistsred 
by this Co:n..~ission, ~rohibits the sale, ~anufacture 
for sale or offeri:ig for sale of any product,. fabric 
or ralatecl ma.t.aria.l unlass i'.:. conforn-,s to a fl.z:::--~a-
bili~y sta:idard. which ma:, be applicable.. 
whi,::::l ;-;•::nilct apply to Hallo;.1ecm ,:;osttEtes is Co:r.':.1-ercial. 
Standard 191-53. (CO?Y en::losec.). This s~andard 
~9plies to it~-ns of wea=ing a::_:,pa=e.l ~nd to fabric in­
•::en~ed or sold for use in wearing apparel. 

CS 191-53 presc=ibes ~ test for <leter:'.tining 
fla!"..:r:~a0ility. Althou.;;h this t~st is net r:--,3n8.atory, 
all i tiE:.-:-,s of wearing ap?arel m:.ist =.eet th:: Standard. 
In addition, a sripnli'9r rnav be asked bv a c'.lstomer -- - -to supply a guarantee that the fabric or item of 
wearing apparel he sell_s meets 1±2 test req-..:~ra.-ne..T'lts 
.of CS 191-53. . ':::he Fla.'T.f'.l.lble Fab~ics Act r,,:=.kes it 
unla·.;f;il .:for a person to furnish a false guaranty. 
·.:i:.·~ .. us a. ::e:!"son who }?t!r•=has~s .fabric to be 1~anuf~ctured 
into· ,1-.=aring ayparel may as~ tn-e i-!!.bric sup;:ili<:r to 
guarantee ~hat the fabric m~ets the test r~quira~ents 
o.f cs 1Stl-5J .. When t.:1-a fini~:.ed f,roduct is sold by 
tne liiz:.rLt!facturer to a ~ .. ,holasal==r ~= r~-t~il.::::-, t!;.e 

- "- • ' :, • .... J-" ,... • \ • • ·i '-!:: 3.~-i u .ca c ... ur·~r -r-..i3.y .oe as.o{;G. co guaz-a~ ... ee o..l .. a._ .. u.s pr:oc...uc. ... 
:·i!'=-.at . .;; t2:.£= t~zt regD.ire!!·1-e~1t~ of C3 ~;/l-53. :~.lt~--:~uJ!'l 
.~e:it.~:..;:r t~1~ fa.bric zu:;..pli~r or t:::e !'!\a!1ufa:.;t:i.lrer of 
ue ar in:;- .:l?l.-.;arel is 
;;·..!~ ~o::.~::r of c:::i ther 
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This is in response to your recent letter to 
C • • ••. b H F ,,. •. b . . .. ' oxaissioner Bar bara . Franklin regarding children' s 
Halloween costumes. In that letter you asked what 
kinds of laws would apply to these costumes. 

The Flammable Fabrics Act which is administered 
by this Commission, prohibits the sale, manufacture 
for sale or offering for sale of any product, fabric 
or related material unless it conforms to a flamma­
bility standard which may be applicable. The standard 
which would a@?ly to Halloween costumes is Commercial 
Standard 191-53. (Copy enclosed). This standard 
applies to items of wearing apparel and to fabric in­
tenued or sold for use in wearing apparel. 

cs 191-53 prescribes a test for determining 
t-.,.,,,r.···•;-,�-.:,l.•.,_y �1t'�ou.,. 1

"' .._•n1.',.. +-,.!>_.,_ �- .,.,,.,,.. ..,.,.,,,..,.:,.,, .... Orv duva.i iuy , nu uuu ugn 7 u S caSI LS nCc manuat O±/ , 
all items af wearing apparel must meet the Standard. 
In addition, a supplier may be asked by a customer .. -6 

� to supply a guarantee that the fabric or item of 
wearing apparel he sells meets the test requirements 
of Cs 191-53.. The Flammable Fabrics Act makes it 
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Yo',,.:.r .l2+.:_;~t.1= sta.t:.~3 t.:J.3. t you~ iii.~,. •• is; ,:!·rci:1. i:i::i:; •• 
di£r~=~ilt cat~go=ia3 of chil~ran's co~~~2a8. It is 
u11cl~c1.r f.:;:e,7n, ~l1is tle.::;~riiYi:ion t~·!1-::rt:-.i.-c:: th..:: co3tn.!:1es ar-::; 
Jco i) .. ~ i-t.a.r1u£ac t.ur-::C. or -r,.-1::..~·t.l-!ei r~.::.·1:f-t.o-w=~":.:ar co:::rJo:L!B:.1·t3 
~-1ill r:r:;;r~ly be ass.ambled into pac.:-:.;J.Je3. I:-! ·!:;i tl:.=~ c:z:i::;.3, 

WG ho::,a that t:1±3 discussion will provi,Je th8 gai,J.anca 
you nBed, ·either as a nanufacturer or a r;tailer. If 
you n,::,ed further in..Eorna.tion, you may wish -t.o contact 
the co~::..nission' s Los Ar,:;eles ar~a office, .:i..:; follows: 

Ro,;er C. .E1urro-;•;s 
~;.c·ting l\.::"~~ Director 
3660 iiiL:;hira Blvd., Suite 1100 
Los i\.."lgales, California 90010 
Phone: (213) 683-433•! 

We would sugge.3t. in additio:1, tl-iat you conta::t 
the ao~ropriate State official to detarnL1e •.-1hethar 
Califoi:-nia fla.-;1rn.ability law would affect your project. 
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Ori;;::;:::! l ~ .:.;.~ :<1
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Yux letter states that your firm is creating' 
� iff.rant catugorias of childrea's costurap. It is 
unclear fro:a chis description whather the costumes ara 
to u � nanufacturec or whether r ealv - to-wea r com p one n t= � � 5 � .1I 1U-Ge t .az • w .iuup � � -I � w-a, .V."j' u :oi l � 

will nerely be assambleu into pac.rages. In either case, 
we hope that this discussion will provide the guilanca 
you need, either as a manufacturer or a retailer. If 
you need further information, you may wish to contact 
the Cosµmission's Los Angeles area office, as follows: 

Roger C. Burrows 
Acting Area Director 
3660 Wilshire Blvd., Suite l100 
Los Angales, California 90010 
Phone: (213) 683-4334 

We would suggest in addition, that you contact 
the aocronriata Scate official to determine whether 
califoznia flammability law would affect your project. 

Sincerely, 
Original sigi.c ! 
\iic'hoel A, Brown �� � -
Michael A. Brown 
General counsel 

https://nan.1I1U-Geufactture.az
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t,T:,. :Barb::i.ra Ho.cl::.an Franklin 
80;.1su:::otr Pr-c.:1.i.;.ct.:; 3af~!ty Cor. . .mission 
1750 Kay 3traet, H.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dt:::ax .t-ls. Franklin: 

oc} 1 

I 8.";l em.ployed bj· a z.-:.all costur.1: conp;;,.n:, and 'We a1·e considering 
trying to mal~e sor.1e ext:-a mon~y :for the company by ta.-....ing advanta,g~ 
of the demand i'o1.· costumes duriug Halloween. What my coi;rparry is Ltercsted 
in doing is creating three differ;:mt packaGe3 of c.1.ild.r~n' s costu."T!es 
fallin~ into ti1e catagorie.:; of l)ma.1::'=-it-your:3elf', 2) rentals, and 
3) packac;es of childr~m I s cost'.l!:le.:; ready-nlS.de. • Aside fro:i the fact·· 
that ·we ax·e t::-ying to find out_ locally if child.r·en I s co::;tum.es 
r!lust be. fir~-pro•:>fed., we ?,::-e ve.ry eager to find out -what if S.."1.y legal 
stipulations a1·e in o::-der. Can you possibly ad.Yise us regarding 
any legalitie::; which w~ r1ust follm-:'? 

Please l-:now how mu~h we shall a;;ipc~ciat~ S..'1.? a::;::;iJtance 
~rou t;1ig11t ll.3.-·,,,.,:? t,o off,..:::.... T.:.1~u1.l:: ~'"O'J. tor. ~,.0,1r: tiiui.! .c.nd. co:i:;id.e:-atio::.. 
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Ms. Barbara Hockran Franklin 
Consumer Products Safety Commission 
1750 Kay Street, E.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Ms. Franklin: 

0Ci � 

1974 

I am employed by a small costume company and we are considering 
trying to male some extra money for the company by taxing advantag> 
of the demand for costumes during Halloween. What my company is interested 
in doing is creating three different packages of chilaren's costumes 
falling into the catagories of l)make-it-yourself, 2) rentals, and 
3) packages of children's costumes ready-made. 'Aside from the fact 
that we are trying to find out locally if children' s costumes 
must be. fire-proofed, we are very eager to find out what if any legal 
stipulations are in order. Can you possibly advise us regarding 
any legalities which we must follow? 

Please now how much we shall appreciate any assistance 
you might have to ofi-er. Thanit you for your time .snd consideration. 

B3C/fc 




