
�;.r. Alan B. Campbell, ;.1.:�� 
As3istant Superintendent 
s�eciai Services 
St. Luke's Methodist Hospital 
1026 A Avenue, NE 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52402 

D�ar Mr. Campbel1:-

The Office of Consu.�er .Affairs has forwarded t� us your 
.June 3, 1974 letter concerning the manufacture of copper-coated 
BB' s. The Consumer P)::-oduct Safety Commission does possess 
jurisdiction under t..li�! '.S'ederal. Hazardous Substances Act to 
reguJ.ate the BB's- that you describe. If for some reason the 
risk of injury from �1ch BB's could not be eliminated or reduced 
under that Act, the Commission then has jurisdiction to 
regul.ate them under t:tle Consumer Product Safety Act� 

�lease note, however r t..�t the correspondence we have thus 
far rsceived does not adequately constitute a petition for 
regulation. I.f you desire such consideration by this office, 
you must send us a letter which includes the following: a 
dascription of t..'1.e substance or article which allegedly needs 
ragulation, a statement setting forth the hazard, any information ',ii\or rr.aterials that support the regulatory need, and a request for \i,�l;appropriate rel.iaf. We anclose a copy of the stated procedure !!I:\ 
for a petition under the Hazardous Substances Act (the Food and 
Dr�g Administration formerly adrninistered this Act) for general 
guidance, but a letts:r containing the information described 
above ia sufficient. 

Although we are under no formal obligation to respond to 
these petitions within 120 days, we try to do so. If we do not 
=eceive a petition from you in this mattsr of copper-coated BB's, 
we will consider the correspondence already in cur possession 
as a complai..-it. As Buch, it will recei�,e careful but less for.nal 
consideration in our ongoing regulatory processes than does a 
petition. 

Thank you for y()ur interest in product safety. 

sincerely, 

Michael A. :3rown 
General Counsel 
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o:-;=;:cr:: OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

WASH!NCTGN, D C 20201 

July 1>- 1974 

?,1=-- Alan :S .. C:i.mpbell, }.,'(;3?'..A 

A3 s i:3b.n t Sup,e:��t�md�nt. 
S�cial Sc:::--",-ice3 
St.. Lu��• 3 �1.:t::::.odi:s.t F--03pit1l 
102.S A �•�;venue N. E .. 
C:�da=- Ra.pi.ch,. lo�:a. 5240?·-

--:-=-. - - -. 
. . -� �:-:·�=- ·.::I aince�ly-app�ciate. the: inte:r�st which:p:rompt.ed·you.�o. _ 

bring to our att.ent:.on: yonr conc-e=n,o-vei- the manuiact,-..1:.-� oi : \­ - •-, -: �-_: •.Ca
,:op-per--coated BBs:_ .You. indicated· in: you= letter-that the- basis A 

• io;.a ur conce:r� i.I1 thls matter- is two-fold� i.:e-� dissolyed ;, :-·· yo 

co-o-o�r canbei::iJ-u::-iou3to eye- tissue�and ..:on-oe::r- doea not have 
.. "'" I.. -. 

.,agnatic. prop-arti:::3 l:.!<� s�eel and i.s tb.ere.fo-:=e" net readily·�>---
=-e;ri,rabla by-a� eye m.a.g,:iat should such .a p.rojec"t:ile becom-e:-. 
lodged in the era- • • 

,.
consuncn• p:,:-oduct�r� the Con5urner Product Safety- Com.."'.n.i3:sion. _
ha:, th:! autho�-::7 !:::, e3tablish and. e�o=-c� safety staccia:rds fo::­_a
pl'oduct3 ce�onsl::rated to hold potential abuse io� con.su1:r..e:ra.; _ 
I �-:n the::-e£ore tak:i.ng the liberty oi bringing you-:- cor:;i,...,.,e:=ta
t:i.a a::tect:on of the C?SC :fo:r it3 :-e-,,-iew .1.nd iu:rthe::= <Conaide:rat:.on. 
Z!.nd ha-ve a.sk..ed fr...at the agency notify you di=-ectly of its conclusions_

' -'- - ' ' ,.i,- a:rn �ot cer::a.in ";:1/:ietn�::- C.,..,.S �' � 1w • • d' · • • 1 • ' � e!"e,s J-c::-:s 1.cnon. 1.$ app.!c:?.01a· h 

-3 t:o • 

. . 

You-:-- gugg�stion ::--egarding !:b.e. ::eleaae of a:i ed•.icati..onal 
ba.ll�l:in by t::tl.3 office ce:rtauily �=:::-a.::.ts .:fu:rtc.er co:cside::-ation by 
�"O"O.ro-o::-iate OCA s ta.ii mernbe:r-3. It is verrpo.s3ibl� frat :,uc::1 an. 

- - .I,, 

arti-cla ca:::: b� rele:ased th:ough oo.� oi ou:= consuir..e:::' �blicatio:::l3. 

https://�=:::-a.::.ts
https://cer::a.in
https://Conaide:rat:.on
https://tak:i.ng
https://att.ent:.on
https://C:�da=-Ra.pi.ch
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'I�;,.\'ll you fo� bri::131!: 1 fhl::.i "-=:l.t"�::: '!o cu� :.l;i�clio� • a:::-d � _ 
��ll co�-:i:o.�� � -;v���ll. this pote-:::.ti..::?.l �oc.3.:1"'"',.:i::o :?-:=:Jhl.:c:i.. ·,;,ifo. 
do.1,a at'":-=::::.tion. 

ORfG!NA[ SIGNED 
:?r.i� E� 1.1cL.::igi--.H_:::, .• 

... _ .. .JL..3 ::rLJ t:ln.:. D i..�c"..:o� for 
��lop,.....•:::1t and 1r-pie�-�Stiou. 

cc:: 
·:�_, .: . epsc/ ....� ... _ 

: •:;·-

--- .. ·..•--
-·.·· -· :.-: \: -·-· . .  
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t 

:. 

•.•------···-···--·· 

https://pote-:::.ti
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--·I ••._, __,.,�c-i. ,,1,•3rrir,("t:::t i-:Q�TI1"'71..... 1_ .....J...;.v ... .:.._.� .... ..... :...-..........-:J 
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LOUIS B. St.At� 

Sup�rln{�n"1�nt 

J:.rne 3, 1974 

Vir_ginia H. Knaue: 
Specia1 Assistant to· the ·Presfctent 

for Consume!"' Affairs· _(
Consumer Product: Information- Cente,
Office of Consi.m,er- Affairs 
Pt.reb.-1 o,. Colorado 81009- , . . ..--·· . .. --·-· - - . • 

- .• � ·  J:\-��-. .�;. ·. �-�>-:.·_._ -• ·· :-,,.; - _:..,._:·-..: ......,.::Dear· Ms.: • Kna u e�;- -··· 
- . 

·-• . . :: -•:·· .. -,... ._--..1: c .," ·, -.. --� ··. 
,. . .. --- _. ,_ . . 

We· had hoped to el i�ft- the- support of the,. Nation a 1 ·· Safe ti; Cbuncit-: i�:�:i;"\;.,.'�i'C:­
an effort- to prevent th� manufacturer: of copper 83.1 s: which .. apparent1y;::"'.�"-�>� 
causa i:!ddi ti ana 1 hazards as. forei grr bodies. - -rh�-- a ttached-correspond2nc:e'.·:·::.s: 

-- en this subject is SE�lf-e.xpTana�or.1- : We- a�c somewhat disappoin:�d .... �,� -i -:� \- • -that the- National..Safety Council .thinks- of:this.mere1y,as: a-·sma-n 
part of a large problem;... • 

.. 
It wcul d be our sugc;esi.. •�on that perhaps someth.in-q shou1d -be prepar2d
in tl1e ',H.y of a bu1Tf?tii t by your agency that 'r/Ou1d assist in·th� 
educitiana1 prcc�ss. �le wou1d further hope that more could be cone-­
than this to effect. change in the- present iilanu factt.;ri nq- pattern f0r· 
L.ilese m1 s s 1 t es. 

Thank you for your cmr:ments regarding thes�. thou9hts_ 

r5)o
c

•t(WJ/ • Ol n O Ii\.. ,\;v ..tr¾\j ��J J�v 
Alan B. Campbe11, MSHA ,. FACHA · 
Assistant Superintendent
Special Services 

ABC:ps 

\.· ·, 
-
., .. 
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�;��� ���" �:�:���'t; acti':�{;b; !a/�!�� c��;;;�!r:i: Sijtlti_iJ 

NATI O N A L  SAFETY °CouNcrr 

C }i J C A C O .  l-L L l ,� O r s  ,5, Q S  
\ C: 0 0 1  :3 t ;:T E: t... Z ? M O ,'+ :  

. ) � Z 7 - 4 3 Q O  

f-b.y 24,  1974 

Asst. St.:.pt. . ,  Spec. Serr. 
St- Luke ' s  t,�etn.oclist • iTosnital. 

· .lo_,. C ::1 -::i. .... . - ·  -c::o � .. :ve. . , • -_ ,  · •. . 
fC,;�,;- ;;,�-" cl- T ,, • C..21 •0?-�--- ....�y-'.......:> .,. -.... ""\. ,,,,, -,. -

.: 
. :. �-;·-:--·::-;.. .·-:: .·· :.:-.· -

::: �-"��l���j�ar M=-·. Cenpocll: _ 
• ;_, . .. '_::(..

or- ?:"ee.li::e 
�
, 

I a:t su:-� th:it. to sectt:'e sue...� a la�..r .voulc.: be. a volu=ui::ous:· ti::r.e-:-: 

'":""',.'­
- '.""=---:·""'· 

. --.---

co.1s�ng task t.hat ;..-a,,ll.d. acccnplish. verr•lit.tle..,.: I f  tne,  co�pcr- cc;i.t;in�... .·allcr-..r r....--as. res trict�d. � • ·:.he !!!c..-"1..uf.�a.ct1.::-e.!"'s: r...-ould.:, raoSt. cc�t· a.L..�ly·· use a.'1.0i:ll.e.r.� -
coati�g to co·1rer the leeci I313s;.. • 

Perhc.�s,  the restrict.ior.. agcin.st • p::..:....--rs or- riLles- us i ng- r:�s o�· 2..ir· a.s:.. a.. 
propell�t r:-�iG:'1.t be a r�e::u1s:. or le ssen+':"!�. inJu:::r , certair:.l:r "to sc=e- ex.ter:.t··�- ·­
... �carr:plete stcr, to t�'"'!.e m:'-:.ufacture of r.�--:.s , - Propellants n.::.d:· p�l]..ets·· woul�--.-­
bc t::t.e n..."1.sver but ,:.;e r-cali :.e thi::; cocid. not Ce · uch.ie.. ,zd. _ as -"w�c - op-pcsit:i.cn. 
·..rcu.ld clS..:.ra the old fall_2.c:r tl"-.at ai.� g:.ms ·are- �e::el:,-· us ed: for tt tt!:'6et·-
pra.c':ice' 1 2.r"a.d, cs such J ·a=e not •..rea:pons ... :-:·:· -· · 

o f  resulting 
·projectiles ,  it bcco��s e�rid.eea..t_ thc..t· BEs..-are _onlj- pa.rt o f:  the prcole:::-,-·,.;.· :. • 

�-b.keshi ft bm,s end. arrc•..;s , sli:?.6sb.ot.s:� r..:bber_ba."1d g12:.s ,., dart:. blo-.; guns:;;.:�.:�:·/·:�. ·- -
.e!lC.. ot.�e::-5 ccnt.ri�u.te : to tr.e cl�'1.3er of' propel.led:. ob je:::�s·..:. _· _ · , --

·It a-o::e a:s tl�at th.=! 
. 

onl:r
. 
recour=e is ori;-o-r- C:onstar:-t. . vi.p;-il�ce �.:�e:-e"'re� • ... .. .

2:iy for::: of a project.a::- . a:' r:::issiles i s  obse'.!:'"'re<l.. This: nay see� be :!-"l"t.:J 

indi.::tere:it. at.titude1 b,it s�tet:r ., i.::i t:tis respect � will be-- .re2.li =eC.._ orily-.· .­
th:::01.:.gh strin�en� lar..rs a..'"!.d a,1. ove.r-tll c�r;:,aig� 07 ever;;o:ie : co:i.cered._-

https://th:::01.:.gh
https://ccnt.ri�u.te
https://onlj-pa.rt
https://w�c-op-pcsit:i.cn
https://agcin.st
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nati onal Sa fety CoundT ;--

.;ZS N�. Mi chi �.an. A'l;:nt.:e � . j _ 
- • · · - : - ··: • --. ---'-:_-Chicago, Illi.no'i s :,- 6o&·a . -

• e. Si r��c: • 
-�. • • -• 7 �\¥}�i:t:5_ --.-� _ __ .- ___ :��-:;:_;;�:.: . ·_:;��,�:.�:i;j{i�:'.�• - -
- Recently w�- ad�itted.an · 1  r-.;��; -�1 d: �ht-1 d�-th�t. f;;d:.b���. st;;�r2'f�, -tn;t!'�{;�fff 
eye-:with- a ccpper- 83 .-whtch. lodged.. verr c1 ose" to the op ti-c ner1e·.�-:- Two-ii�'.t�t!lf 

surgical at.tempts by a- hi gi11y qua1 i ff ad ,;_cph;ha;;;,ol o g h-:. f:1.i led. to· re� :�:-· •.:�:�/: 
· a tt2r.":�ts -would be-: :.: : .. :,,,·-:::.,;:�..

-
.cover--'-this forei gn body.;. . It wa�- fa 1 t. t.'lat fu�hei-

i.11 
•. ; .... �< :;../.,. 

advised and mignt . l �ad . to i:tor� S '=ricus CG.1lp1 i cati cns-: .  . . - -- ' - :·,... - _ 
T:!O prob1 errrs · prcs en t  ther.-:sel v e� 'tlh i c:i 1 ead. to the:- . c;uesti cn as to. i1hcther ·. ·,"-:. : 

=ti1e- producti on and sal :? o f  copper· .sB. s shculd: be - attJc��d­ I t  is our ·· 
u�derst.::ndj_ng that:. _ 

1 .  Di ssol '11ng copper- can be._injuri ous , tn .. �.-zye. ti. ssue.:.::_ 
· - �- . ·,-::·- '1nd may l ead ... to irnpai rr:ent _of v.i s.i cn-�-:--� ---· -

2 .. . Copper does not hil'.!e wagnc::tic prcpertfes: 1 i kz 
stz.e1 a nd i s  ther�fore net: re.::di.1y _c2.tri�•rable by .. · 
an -eye- magn�t- __ _ _ _· :. ___ · .. _ . . .. __  ·- -- -

.. ,-- - �__....__ _ - . -w� wou1 d ..appred at<? :1ou r c:i;:;r.;ents ccr:czt"ni ng- the proper-ti ::s: c-f copper-� < 
- "for: the iiianufac turc! .of .· 38 1 s am:L ·>1hebe::.- you:.-_b.e lie..ve that.:::the. cause: _ 

-agai nst. ·t.1is.. produc-:: i s  cr.e th.at-can ga.i.n, support--�-.::. .:-... =..-· • _ _  _ 
. .  : . .  

, ---- · - · 

:..1 an S .  Camp be1 1  > NSH.u,. , F),.CriA 
Assi st�mt Superi ntend2nt 

· -· - ._ --­s��d al Servi c�s --- ·.--
• ' -. .  .. .:...... - - -- � - . -_-....... -=..- - - - - - - -.� ".'".3 :. :.-:: :·· ·  - .:::-,: 

•• - . . .. .  . < ..; __ _,....A3C.;µs 

,. ... �...... - . • ·- .' • � :: - --. .. --- • •  - .......  .. ·_-.,. 

https://copper�.sB
https://mignt.l�ad.to



