
U:S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20207 

CPSC EXECUTIVE SESSION 1750 K S t ree t ,  NW. 
October 17, 1974 9:30 a.m. 

P r e s i d i n g  : Chairman Simpson 

Present  : Commi s s i  oner Kus hner 
Commissioner F r a n k l i n  
Commissioner Newman 
Commissioner P i  t t l e  

ITEM 

Request t o  i s sue  subpoena t o  L. P. Gas Equipment Company (Memo 
o f  10/17/74 t o  Commissioners f rom Secre ta ry ) .  

DECISION 

The Com~nission au tho r i zed  t h e  issuance o f  t h e  subpoena (copy 
a t tached) .  

VOTE 

Concurr ing i n  above dec i  s i  on : 

Chairman Sirnpson 

Commissioner Kushner 

Commissioner F rank l  i n  @- 
L Commi s s i  oner Newman 

Commissioner P i  t t l e  R.Q d P a  

,Submit ted by Commissioner F rank l  i n .  



CONSUMER PKODUCT SAFETY COMhllSSION 
\VWHlNCTON, D.C. 20207 

October 21 , 1974 

M r .  W i l l i a m  Hues t i s  
P res iden t  
L.P. Gas Equipment I n c .  
533 r l o r t h  Cleveland Ave. 
St .  Paul Minnesota 55114 

'Dear M r .  Hces t i s :  

The Consumer Produc t  S a f e t y  Commission has been i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
p o s s i b l e  hazards assoc ia ted  w i t h  t h e  "Low Temperature Leak De tec to r "  
a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  as "B lue Leak D e t e c t o r "  s o l d  by t h e  L.P. Gas 
Equipment, I nc .  To da te ,  t h e  Commission has been unab le  t o  o b t a i n  
sa les  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  these  l e a k  d e t e c t o r s .  

Accord ing ly ,  t h e  Commission has dec ided t o  i s s u e  t h e  a t t ached  
subpoena, pursuant  t o  s e c t i o n  27 (b )  ( 3 )  o f  t h e  Consumer Product  S a f e t y  
Ac t ,  which s p e c i f i e s  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d .  

It should be no ted  t h a t  f a i l u r e  t o  respond t o  t h e  subpoena a t  
t h e  t ime s p e c i f i e d  t h e r e i n  may, pu rsuan t  t o  s e c t i o n  27 (c )  o f  t h e  Ac t ,  
l e a d  t o  e n t r y  o f  a  c o u r t  o rde r  d i r e c t i n g  compl iance w i t h  t h e  Commission's 
subpoena. 

Other p a r t s  o f  t h e  Consumer Produc t  S a f e t y  A c t  p rov ide  f o r  a d d i -  
t i o n a l  sanc t ions .  Sec t i on  1 9 ( a ) ( 3 )  p r o h i b i t s  any person f r o m  f a i l i n g  
o r  r e f u s i n g  t o  make r e p o r t s  o r  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  under  t h e  
Act.  Sec t i on  20 o f  t h e  Ac t  p rov ides  f o r  t h 2  i a ~ p o s i t i o n  o f  c i v i l  
p e n a l t i e s  computed on a  d a i l y  bas i s ,  and s e c t i o n  22 p rov ides  f o r  
i n j u n c t i v e  sanc t ions  a g a i n s t  any person who knowing ly  v i o l a t e s  s e c t i o n  
19 o f  t h e  Ac t .  Sec t i on  2 i  o f  t h e  Act,  moreover, p rov ides  f o r  c r i m i n a l  
p e n a l t i e s  o f  f i n e  and imprisonment under c e r t a i n  c ircurr istances. 

r t 

S ince re l y ,  

&I/ f *L 
Sadye E. Dunn 
Sec re ta r y  
Consumer Produc t  S a f e t y  Commission 
0 



Un i ted  Sta tes  o f  P,merica 
CONSUhIER PRODUCT SAI. E'I'Y COhIhlISSION 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20207 

SUBPOENA AD TESTIFICAP!DUM . 

and 
SUBPOENA DUCES TECUM 

M r .  W i l l i a m  Huest is ,  Pres fdent  
L.P. Gas Equipment, I n c .  
539 North Cleveland Avenue 
St .  Paul , i v l i  nnesota 551 14 

To a s s i s t  t h e  Consumer Product  S a f e t y %  Commission in. i t s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of p o s s i b l e  hazards assoc ia ted  w i t h  t he  "Low 
Temperature Leak De tec to r "  a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  as "Blue Leak 
Detec tor "  s o l d  by L.P. Gas Equipment, I n c .  p r o j e c t  no. 541097, 
you a re  hereby d i r e c t e d  as au tho r i zed  by Sec. 27 (b ) (3 ) ,  o f  t h e  
Consumer Product Sa fe t y  Ac t  15 U.S.C. 2076(b)(3)  t o  appear 
before the  Commission's Hearing O f f i c e r  John F. Rabusch a t  Room 
650, Federal B u i l d i n g ,  F o r t  Snel 1  ing ,  Twin C i t i e s ,  Flinnesota 
551 11 on November 8, 1974. The purpose o f  your  appearance i s  t o  
g i v e  test imony on the  gas l e a k  d e t e c t o r  descr ibed h e r e i n .  

You a r e  f u r t h e r  d i r e c t e d  t o  b r i n g  w i t h  you f o r  submi t t a l  
t o  t h e  Coiiirnission . two copies o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  s p e c i f i e d  below: 

Records r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s a l e  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a .p roduc t  
known as "Low Temperature Leak De tec to r "  a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  ,as 
"Blue Leak Detec tor "  by L.P. Gas Equipment, I n c .  i n  e i g h t  and 
sixteen-ounce conta iners ,  one-gal lon conta iners ,  and un labe led  
conta iners ,  f rom March 5, 1973 through September 27, 1974.. The 
term "records"  i nc ludes  b u t  i s  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  sa les  i nvo i ces ,  
customers purchase orders,  sh ipp ing  memoranda, b i l l  s  o f  1  ad i  ng 
and o ther  r e l a t e d  documents, snc lud ing  memoranda o f  telephone 
c a l l s . a n d  o t h e r  o r a l  communications: 

,The corpora te  c h a r t e r  o f  L.P. Gas Equipment, Inc. ;  

Corporate d o c ~ n e n t s  showing t h e  names and addresses o f  
p resent  o f f i c e r s  of L.P. Gas Equipment, Inc. ;  

The l a s t  annual s ta temen t ,o f  L.P. Gas Equipment, Inc.; 



All complaints and reports of f i r e  or personal ifijury - 
associated with gas leaks which may have been caused by 
deterioration of gas l ines o r  gas li'ne coupli'ngs on +,hicii a 
"Low Tenlperature Leak Detector" or "31 ue Leak Detector:' was 
used. The term "reports" includes b u t  i s  nct limited t o  a l l  
physical forms cf :  Correspondence, l e t t e r s ,  telegrams, 

. photographs, f i l e s ,  niemoranda, including memoranda of te le -  
phone ca l l s  and other writin9 prepared by any person or 
persons, including thcse by ins.~.rance ~firrrjs, inyest-igators, 
laboratories and researchers; and incl udes both originals 
and copies whether or not sent or received. 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 

In testfmony whereof, the undersigned 
Secretary of the Consumer Product 
Safety Commissicri, has hereunto s e t  
her hand and caused the seal cf the 
Consumer Product Safety Conimission t o  
be affixed t washington, D.  C .  t h i s  

dayof  f l e . g ~ ~ . ,  - 
1974. 

~ e c i e  ta ry  
Consumer Product Safety Commission 

I_ 


