
U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D. G. 20207 

Recordof Commission Action 

A t  t h e  October 20, 1982, meeting of t h e  U.S. Consumer Product 
Sa fe ty  Commission, Chairman Nancy Harvey S t e o r t s  read  i n t o  t h e  record  
t h e  fo l lowing  d e c i s i o n s  made by b a l l o t  vo te  of t h e  Commissioners.* 

1. Notice o f  Review of Ex i s t i ng  Rules:  ~ e g u l a t o r y  F l e x i b i l i t y  Act 

The >Commission voted unanimously (5-0) t o  approve a Federa l  Reg i s t e r  
n o t i c e  t o  begin a review o f  e x i s t i n g  r u l e s  by s o l i c i t i n g  p u b l i c  comment 
on 1 7  r u l e s  i s sued  under t h e  Consumer Product  Sa fe ty  Act.  

2. Regulatory Action t o  Implement Amendments : to ' : the ~ e p u r c h a s e  
Provis ions  of  t h e  Federa l  Hazardous Substances Act (Sec. 15)  

The Commission voted unanimously (5-0) t o  approve r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  
would implement amendments t o  t h e  repurchase p rov i s ions  of t h e  Fede ra l  
Hazardous Substances Act. This  a c t i o n  abo l i shes  t h e  e x i s t i n g - r e p u r c h a s e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  and amends t h e  Commission ' s r u l e s  of p r a c t i c e  t o  provdetha t  
n o t i c e  and r e c a l l s  under t h e  FHSA would be conducted under t h e  same 
procedures  t h a t  6overn such ma t t e r  under Sec t ion  15 of t h e  CPSA. 

3. F i n a l  Cr ib  Amendments, 16 CFR P a r t s  1508 and 1509 

The Commission voted 4-1, wi th  Chairman S t e o r t s  d i s s e n t i n g ,  t o  
approve t h e  f i n a l  c r i b  amendments which address  t h e  s t r a n g u l a t i o n  hazard 
p re sen t ed  by c r i b  cu tou t s .  Chairman S t e o r t s  f i l e d  a d i s s e n t i n g  opinion 
i n  t h i s  ma t t e r .  ( M u c & )  

For t h e  Commission: 
. - . . . . , . . "~. 

Sadye E; Dunn '' 

Sec re t a ry  

* Chairman Nancy Harvey S t e o r t s  and Commissioners R.  David P i t t l e ,  
Edi th  Barksdale Sloan, S t u a r t  M. S t a t l e r  and Sam  agor ria. B a l l o t  
vo t e  d e c i s i o n s  were made p r i o r  t o  Commissioner P i t t l e  l e av ing  - the  
Commission. 



The Chairman 

I n  t h e  Mat te r  of t h e  F i n a l  Cr ib  Amendments ) 
16 CFR P a r t s  1508 and 1509 1 

-. . ., 

DISSENTING OPINION OF cHL~IRMAN - .  

NANCY HARVEY STEORTS 

I suppor t  t h e  s a f e t y  g o a l s  addressed by t h e  proposed amendments t o  

t h e  Requirements f o r  F u l l - s i z e  and Non-full-size Baby Cr ibs .  Never the less ,  

I am d e c l i n i n g  t o  j o i n  my f e l l o w  Commissioners i n  v o t i n g  t o  promulgate a  

mandatory r u l e  t o  amend t h e  Baby Cr ib  r e g u l a t i o n .  

I d i s s e n t  from t h e  a c t i o n  of t h e  m a j o r i t y  because ,  i n  my op in ion ,  

t h e  Consumer Product  S a f e t y  Commission h a s  no t  adequa te ly  looked i n t o  

t h e  o p t i o n  of v o l u n t a r y  r e g u l a t i o n .  It is  c l e a r  t o  me t h a t  Congress i n  

r e a u t h o r i z i n g  t h i s  Commission expressed a c l e a r  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  v o l u n t a r y  

over  mandatory r e g u l a t i o n .  I n  my conf i rmat ion  h e a r i n g s  a  l i t t l e  over  a 

y e a r  ago,  I promised t h a t  I would mandate r e g u l a t i o n  on ly  when I had 

assured  myself t h a t  a  v o l u n t a r y  approach would n o t  work. I an n o t  

convinced t h a t  t h e  v o l u n t a r y  approach has  been s u f f i c i e n t l y  explored i n  

t h i s  m a t t e r ,  and I w i l l  n o t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  v o t e  t o  mandate a  r e g u l a t i o n .  



I recogn ize  t h a t  t h i s  c r i b  amendment was f i r s t  proposed under t h e  

F e d e r a l  Hazardous Substances  Act i n  Decenber of 1980, p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime 

t h a t  I j o i n e d  t h e  Commission, and I r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  amendment is  n o t .  

l i t e r a l l y  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  Congress ional  d i r e c t i o n  embodied i n  t h e  1981 

amendments t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  Hazardous Substances  Act.  everth he less , I 

b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  1981 r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  shows a c l e a r  

Congress ional  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  v o l u n t a r y  r e g u l a t i o n  under a l l  t h e  a c t s  

t h i s  Commission a d m i n i s t e r s .  -. ..., 

. . 

There fo re ,  I d i s s e n t  from t h e  a c t i o n  of  t h e  m a j o r i t y .  

October 14,  1982 
Date 


