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ITEM 

L e t t e r  t o  Esther  Peterson regarding proposed Hazardous 
Substances E x p ~ r t  Policy. ( COPY ATTACHED) 

DECISION 

The Commission voted t o  approve the  let ter .  L e t t e r  i ssued  
on September 2 0 ,  1978. 

VOTE 

CONCURRING: Chairman King 
J 

Commissioner P i t t l e  ji?Q&-&/?& 
Commissioner Sloan .fG3k43&& 

For t h e  Commission: 

Sadye E. Dunn Commissioner Frankl in ,&& *' afA 
Secre tary  



Honorable Esther Peterson 
Special  Assis tant  t o  t he  President 

f o r  Consumer Affairs  
The White House 
Washington, D.C, 20500 

Dear Esther : 

The Commission has reviewed the th i rd  d r a f t  of t h e  Hazardous 
Substances Export Policy. Before offering our comments, l e t  m e  
thank you f o r  taking the lead on the  complex and controvers ia l  subject  
of hazardous product export, This is an inportant top ic  t h a t  deserves 
grea te r  publ ic  a t t en t ion  and analysis  than i t  has received t o  date. 
We applaud your e f f o r t s  to develop a uniform export pol icy framework 
f o r  use  by federa l  agencies. 

W e  generally support the  proposed policy, The recommended 
pr inc ip les  and procedures would be a so l id  contr ibut ion toward 
dealing with the  problem of hazardous exports, - - -  . , 

A s  w e  have indicated i n  previous couamnicat,ions with your of f ice ,  
we would prefer  t h a t  t he  policy be stronger fn th ree  respects:  

. . 
1) The repor t  seems t o  imply t h a t  export restrictions 

should be employed only in rare instances. (See, f o r  example, 
page 20.) The Conmnission continues t o  believe t h a t  i B  is both 

i 

appropriate and necessary f o r  the  United S ta t e s  t o  restrict the 
export of ce r t a in  dangerous products. W e  belieoe it is impossible * ..- 

t o  predict  t h e  frequency of such cases. :<, ,;l; .<. L i -  
b. I ;, " 

. - . - - , *< :  -; 
' - ., .... 

2) The Cornnulssion believes t h a t  agencies should have t h e  ? % - - :." 
authori ty  t o  require  exporters t o  secure t he  importing country's  <* - > 

permission a s  a condition of exporting c e r t a i n  hazardous products. 
This view is supported by the  decision of t he  U3JEP Governing 
Council quoted on page e igh t  of the  report .  

, . - - 
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. . . 
. . . . . . .  .; , . .-, ,; 

3) The ~annnission quistions whether the 'aistence of alternate 
. . .  . . . . . .  foreign sources of thehazardous product is  an appropriate factor . . ._ . . .  . 

. . . . .  . , -. - .  
. . 

. % < ,  

f o r  federal agencies to consider ' in making hazardous export . ' . . ' . -  ..... . ,  . .  .....-... .' . . 
. 
...... .. ,.:- -<.* 

decisions.  . . . . . . .  . : ...,.. ;, ..;?; ...... ... 
. . . . .  . . . . . .  . . .  

_.).,. 

. . . . .  .. d;.:.i.:": 

. . 
. , I. S . . ~  - L . . . . . . .  . _  . i.. 

. - . . . .  . -  -. 
. . . . . . .  

.. . We hope these colmnentsprove u s e h l  indeveloping a f inal  policy. . . . .,-. :- 
. . . .  . . - ..c 

and look forward to helping to implement it. . . . .  . . . .  .. _. -.., . .  ! . . .  . . 
r .  ,...:. - 

. .,. . . .  - .....:.... .' . . . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ,... *-:.,,- 
I .  . . .  

Sincerely, . . 
. . 

. . .  . . . . 

Susan B. King 
Chairman . 


