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The February  9 ,  1983,  mee t ing  of t h e  U.S. Consumer Produc t  S a f e t y  
Commission was convened i n  open s e s s i o n  by Chairman Nancy Harvey S t e o r t s .  
Commissioners E d i t h  B a r k s d a l e  S l o a n ,  S t u a r t  S t a t l e r ,  and Sam Zagor ia  were 
p r e s e n t .  

Agenda M a t t e r s .  The Commission c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m a t t e r s :  

1. Toy Ches t s  

On A p r i l  1 4 ,  1982,  t h e  Commission p u b l i s h e d  a n  advance n o t i c e  of 
proposed rulemaking (ANPR) t o  a d d r e s s  a  s t r a n g u l a t i o n  r i s k  p r e s e n t e d  
by c e r t a i n  t o y  c h e s t s  w i t h  h inged l i d s .  While t h e  n o t i c e  commenced a  
p roceed ing  t o  i s s u e  a  mandatory r u l e ,  t h e  Commission r e q u e s t e d  com- 
ments  on a l t e r n a t i v e  ways t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  r i s k ,  i n c l u d i n g  by a  volun-  
t a r y  s t a n d a r d ,  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n v i t e d  t h e  submiss ion  of a  v o l u n t a r y  
s t i n d a r d  o r  a  s t a t e m e n t  of i n t e n t  t o  deve lop  one.  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e  
Commission no ted  t h a t  t h e  American S o c i e t y  f o r  T e s t i n g  and M a t e r i a l s  
i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Toy Manufac tu re r s  of American had i n i t i a t e d  a  
v o l u n t a r y  s t i n d a r d  e f f o r t  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  t o y  c h e s t  s t r a n g u l a t i o n  r i s k ,  
an  e f f o r t  t h e  Commission b e l i e v e d  c o u l d  be  s u c c e s s f u l  i f  t h e r e  were 
s u b s t a n t i a l  compl iance  of t o y  c h e s t  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  w i t h  a  f i n a l  volun-  
t a r y  s t a n d a r d .  

I n  November, 1982 ,  a f t e r  a  b r i e f i n g  by s t a f f  on i t s  a n a l y s i s  of 
t h e  comments r e c e i v e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  ANPR and t h e  s t a t u s  of  t h e  
v o l u n t a r y  e f f o r t ,  t h e  Commission d i r e c t e d  t h e  s t a f f  t o  p r e p a r e  a  d r a f t  
proposed r u l e  f o r  t o y  c h e s t s .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  February  9  mee t ing  t o  
c o n s i d e r  t h e  d r a f t  proposed r u l e ,  t h e  Commission met w i t h  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  t o y  c h e s t  i n d u s t r y  t o  d i s c u s s  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  
proposed r u l e  and l i k e l y  compl iance  of t o y  c h e s t  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  w i t h  
t h e  v o l u n t a r y  s t a n d a r d  b e i n g  developed.  

Fol lowing d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  Commission vo ted  unanimously (4-0) t o  
propose  a  t o y  c h e s t  r u l e  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  r i s k  of  s t r a n g u l a t i o n  t o  young 
c h i l d r e n  from f a l l i n g  t o y  c h e s t  l i d s  and d i r e c t e d  t h e  s t a f f  t o  r e d r a f t  
t h e  F e d e r a l  R e g i s t e r  document t o  a p p l y  t h e  p r o p o s a l  t o  a l l  t o y  c h e s t s  
s o l d  by anyone i n  t h e  c h a i n  of d i s t r i b u t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .  
The Commission a l s o  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e d r a f t e d  proposed r u l e  
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s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e q u e s t  comments on t h e  t e s t  r equ i rement  concern ing  t h e  
measured d i s t a n c e  of t h e  d rop  of t h e  l i d .  

The commission a l s o  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  o u t r e a c h  e f f o r t s  be  under taken  
now t o  inform consumers of t h e  r i s k  of i n j u r y  from toy  c h e s t s  w i t h  
hinged l i d s  which do n o t  have adequa te  s a f e t y  s u p p o r t  d e v i c e s  f o r  t h e  
1 i d  

Space H e a t e r s  - 

The s t a f f  t h e n  con t inued  i t s  b r i e f i n g  of t h e  Commission which was 
begun F r i d a y ,  February 4 ,  on a p p l i c a t i o n s  SH 82-1 th rough  SH 82-23, 
from s t a t e / l o c a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n s ,  r e q u e s t i n g  exemptions from t h e  
preemptive  e f f e c t  of t h e  s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d  f o r  unvented g a s - f i r e d  space  
h e a t e r s  The Commission reached no d e c i s i o n  on t h i s  m a t t e r ,  and w i l l  
c o n s i d e r  i t  a t  a  f u t u r e  meet ing.  

There  be ing  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s  on t h e  agenda,  Chairman S t e o r t s  
ad journed  t h e  meet ing.  

F o r  t h e  Commission: 
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