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The February 2 4 ,  1982, meeting of ' t h e  U.S. Consumer Product  
S a f e t y  Commission was convened i n  open s e s s i o n  by Chairman 
Nancy Harvey S t e o r t s .  Commissioners David P i t t l e ,  ~ d i t h  S loan ,  
S t u a r t  ~ t a t l e r ,  and Sam Zagoria were p r e s e n t .  

Agenda Mat te rs .  The Commission considered,  t h e  fo l lowing  d e c i s i o n  
ma t t e r :  

Prednisone:  Exemption P e t i t i o n  PP81-8 

On May 2 9 ,  1981, Mayrand Pharmaceut icals ,  I nc .  reques ted  
an exemption from c h i l d - r e s i s t a n t  packaging requirements  f o r  i t s  
prednisone produc t ,  an anti-f lammatory s t e r o i d  drug i n  packaging 
c o n s i s t i n g  of 2 1  i n d i v i d u a l l y  packaged 5  mg prednisone t a b l e t s .  

Based on i t s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  in format ion  
showing t h e  low t o x i c i t y  of prednisone and t h e  l ack  of adverse  
human exper ience  d a t a  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  a c c i d e n t a l  i n g e s t i o n  of t h e  
drug ,  t h e  Commission decided by a  v o t e  of 4-0, wi th  Commissioner 
Sloan a b s t a i n i n g ,  t h a t  prednisone t a b l e t s ,  when dispensed i n  
packages con ta in ing  no more than  105 mg of t h e  drug,  do n o t  pose 
a  r i s k  of s e r i o u s  pe r sona l  i l l n e s s  o r  s e r i o u s  i n j u r y  t o  c h i l d r e n .  
Accordingly,  t h e  Commission gran ted  t h e  p e t i t i o n  and approved a  
Fede ra l  Reg i s t e r  n o t i c e  proposing an exemption from c h i l d - r e s i s t a n t  
packaging f o r  prednisone t a b l e t s ,  on a  g e n e r i c  b a s i s ,  when diis- 
pensed i n  packages con ta in ing  no more than 105 mg of t h e  drug.  

The s t a f f  then b r i e f e d  t h e  Commission on planning f o r  ou t reach  
and communications programs f o r  F Y  1982. The d i s c u s s i o n  focused 
on t h e  concept o f . o u t r e a c h  invo lv ing  t h e  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  s e c t o r s  
i n  a l l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  agency ' s  p roduc t  s a f e t y  a c t i v i t i e s ;  on t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of t h e  Of f i ce  of P u b l i c  A f f a i r s ,  O f f i c e  of Outreach 
Coordinat ion,  and t h e  Regional O f f i c e s  i n  ou t r each  e f f o r t s ;  and 
on s p e c i f i c  ou t reach  p r o j e c t  p roposa ls  based on CPSC p r i o r i t i e s .  
The Commission w i l l  cons ide r  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p r o j e c t  p roposa ls  and 
resource  requirements  a t  i t s  FY 1982 mid-year review scheduled 
f o r  February 25, 1982. 
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Meeting t h e n  i n  c l o s e d  s e s s i o n ,  t h e  Commission v o t e d  
unanimously,  5-0, t o  i s s u e  a  two-count a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o m p l a i n t  
a g a i n s t  S e a r s ,  Roebuck & Co. and Roper C o r p o r a t i o n ,  s e e k i n g  n o t i c e  
and r e m e d i a l  a c t i o n  f o r  c e r t a i n  Roto-spader  r o t o - t i l l e r s  a l l e g e d  
t o  b e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o d u c t  h a z a r d ,  and s e e k i n g  a  c i v i l  p e n a l t y  
o f  $500,000 a g a i n s t  e a c h  f i r m  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  in fo rm t h e  Commis- 
s i o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  s e c t i o n  1 5 ( b )  of  t h e  Consumer P r o d u c t  S a f e t y  
A c t  (CPSA). The a t t a c h e d  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  m a t t e r  
was approved f o r  i s s u a n c e .  

The Commission d e f e r r e d  u n t i l  February  25,  1982, a  b r i e f i n g  
on t h e  s t a t u s  o f  S e c t i o n  1 5 ,  CPSA, m a t t e r s  t h a t  was p r e v i o u s l y  
schedu led  f o r  t h i s  meet ing .  

February  24,  1982 F o r  t h e  Commissiqn: 

Sadye E ,  Dunn 
S e c r e t a r y  

Attachment:  P r e s s  R e l e a s e  



February 24, 1982 

COMMISSION SEEKS, CORRECTIVE ACTION AND COMBINED $1 MILLION 
CIVIL PENALTY FROM SEARS ROEBUCK F, CO. F, ROPER CORP. 

FOR HAZARDOUS ROTO-TILLERS 

IVASHINGTON, D.C. (Feb. 24) - -  The. Consumer Product Safety 

Commission zgday issued an administrative complaint against Sears, 

Roebuck E Co., the nation's largest retailer, and Roper Corporation, 

kankakee, Illinois. The complaint charges that Roper manufactured, 

and Sears sold over 220,000 Roto~spader roto-tillers that constitute 

a substantial product hazard and could cause serious injury to their 

users. 

According to the Commission's complaint, at least eight serious 

injuries have occurred when Sears Roto-spaders, which are sold for 

use by consumers to till gardens, became locked in reverse and the 

machines' tines mutilated the legs of the user. Several of these 

incidents allegedly resulted in severe lacerations, fractures and/or 

amputation of the consumers' legs. 

The complaint also alleges that both firms knew of the potential 

hazard as early as 1975, but failed to take action to protect the 

public or to notify the Commission of the problem as required by law. 

The complaint seeks a broad program to notify the public of the 

risk of injury and to repair or replace the machines and seeks a 

combined civil penalty of $1 million against the firms. 



The r o t o - t i l l e r s  were s o l d  f o r  between $300 and $500. Each 
- 

weighs up t o  200 pounds and i s  d r iven  by an e i g h t - ,  seven- ,  s i x - ,  

f i v e -  o r  four-horsepower engine.  They a r e  equipped w i t h  a  handlebar 

l e v e r  which, when r a i s e d ,  engages t h e  c l u t c h  t o  d r i v e  t h e  t i n e s ,  

t h e  t i n e s  till t h e  e a r t h  and a l s o  d r i v e  t h e  machine. The c l u t c h  

l e v e r  i nc ludes  a  lock ing  device  which can be engaged by t h e  ope ra to r  

whi le  t h e  machine i s  i n  forward o r  r e v e r s e  gea r s .  When t h i s  lock ing  

dev ice  i s  engaged, t h e  machine w i l l  ope ra t e  cont inuous ly  u n t i l  i t  

i s  disengaged and t h e  l e v e r  i s  r e l e a s e d .  

The complaint  charges  t h a t  by 1 9 7 9  bo th  Sea r s  and Roper had 
-- 

been n o t i f i e d  of a t  l e a s t  f o u r  i n j u r i e s  of  t h i s  type and changed 

t h e  des ign  of t h e  machine so  it could no t  be locked i n , r e v e r s e .  

Nei ther  f i r m ,  however, r epo r t ed  the  p o t e n t i a l  hazard t o  t h e  

commission a s  r equ i r ed  by S e c t i o n  15(b) of t h e  Consumer Product 

S a f e t y  Act. Nor d id  they  t ake  a c t i o n  t o  warn t h e  p u b l i c  of t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  hazard i n  machines a l r eady  s o l d .  

The Commission complaint  a l l e g e s  t h a t  s i n c e  t h a t  time a t  l e a s t  

f i v e  gr ievous i n j u r i e s  have occurred and more a r e  l i k e l y  t o  i n  

t h e  absence of adequate e f f o r t s  t o  n o t i f y  t h e  p u b l i c  of t h e  hazard 

and t o  r e p a i r  o r  r ep l ace  t h e  machines. The complaint  asks  t h z t  

Sears  6 Roper be ordered t o  engage i n  widespread a d v e r t i s i n g  and 

o t h e r  e f f o r t s  t o  reach a f f e c t e d  consumers. 

Approximately 220,000 Sears  Roto-spaders w i th  model numbers 

beginning "917" d i s t r i b u t e d  between 1963 and 1979 a r e  a l l e g e d  t o  



be hazardous .  Nearly 3,000 r o t o - t i l l e r s  s o l d  by Roper through 

independent d e a l e r s  w i th  t h e  model d e s i g n a t i o n s  D 84351 R O ,  

D 84351 R 1 ,  D 84361 R 1 ,  D 54252 R 1, D 54252 K O ,  D44152 R O ,  and 

D 44152 R 1  a r e  a l s o  involved .  

'l'he charges  i n  t h e  complaint  w i l l  b e  heard  b e f o r e  an 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  law judge. 

I f  consumers have any f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  t hey  should c o n t a c t  

t h e  CPSC Ho t l i ne  800/638-8326, f o r  Maryland r e s i d e n t s ,  c a l l  

800/2?2-8363. Alaska,  Hawaii, Pue r to  Rico and t h e  V i r g i n  

I s l a n d s  c a l l  800/638-8333. 


