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UN.LT.E.X. (Union Inter-Entreprises Textile)

Villa Cr¢  is-CP 601
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Dear Mr. Ghiringhelli:

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (“Commission™) has considered your
petition to amend the Standard for the Flammability of Clothing Textiles in 16 C.F.R. part 1610,
submitted on February 4, 2015. The petition requested that the Commission amend the standard
to: (1) modify the conditioning requirements to decrease the temperature and increase humidity,
and (2) increase the time permitted before beginning testing. The Commission considered the
information you provided, along with comments on the petition from interested parties, and a
briefing package prepared by Commission staff. After reviewing these materials, for the reasons
set forth below, the Commission denied your petition.

Some of the factors that the Commission considers when evaluating a petition are
outlined in 16 C.F.R. § 1051.9 and include the risk of injury the product poses and “whether a
rule is reasonably necessary to eliminate or reduce the risk of injury.” The Commission’s
statutory authority to adopt regulations regarding fabric flammability reiterates this focus on
reducing the risk of consumer injury. Rulemaking involving 16 C.F.R. part 1610 falls under the
Flammable Fabrics Act (“FFA™; 15 U.S.C. §§ 1191-1204). The FFA was designed to create a
standard for determining if a fabric or an article of wearing apparel is “so highly flammable as to
be dangerous when worn by individuals.” Pub. L. No. 83-88, 67 Stat. 111 (June 30, 1953). The
regulation at part 1610, promulgated under the FFA, sets forth that standard. For the Commission
to amend the flammability standard, the Commission must find, among other things, that the
amendment is “needed to protect the public against unreasonable risk of the occurrence of fire

to death or personal injury, or signif -ant property damage.” 15 U.S.C. § 1193(a).

The Standard for the Flammability of Clothing Textiles in 16 C.F.... part 1610 provides
test methods and procedures for assessing the flammability of clothing textiles, as well as criteria
for classifying clothing textiles into three flammability classes based on test results. The
flammability classification of a fabric determines whether the fabric may be sold in the U.S.
market. The petition addressed two specific provisions of this standard regarding conditioning of
test specimens and timing of testing. Specifically, 16 C.F.R. §§ 1610.6(a)(2)(iv) and (a)(3)}v)
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Based on a review of the petition, relevant comments, and staff’s analysis, the
Commission concluded that the amendments requested in the petition are not necessary to, and
do not, further the goal of protecting the public from “unreasonable risk of the occurrence of fire
leading to death or personal injury, or significant property damage,” as is called for under the
FFA and 16 C.F.R. § 1051.9. Accordingly, the Commission denied the petition.
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