U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
5 RESEARCH PLACE,
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850

Sharon R. White Tel: 301-987-2562
Engineering Psychologist Email: swhite@cpsc.gov
Division of Human Factors

Directorate for Engineering Psychologist

March 18, 2021
TRANSMITTED VIA EMAIL

Ms. Julia Costello

Subcommittee Chair

ASTM F3343 Infant Bathers
ASTM International

100 Barr Harbor Dr.

West Conshohocken, PA 19428-2959

Dear Ms. Costello,

CPSC staff! is aware of an increasing number of inflatable infant bather products coming
on the market. We have received 26 incidents related to inflatable baby/infant floatation
products during the period 10/20/2015 to 10/20/2020. A spreadsheet of the incident data is
attached, and it includes all baby/infant floatation product incidents involving children ages 0
to 4 years.

Of the 26 cases, 12 occurred in a bathtub, and 14 occurred in a pool. Of the 12 cases that
occurred in a bathtub, three resulted in a death; and all 12 cases involved incidents in which
the occupant’s head became submerged in water. Of the 14 cases that occurred in a pool,
three resulted in a death.

Currently, ASTM F3343-20 does not contain any references, nor performance
requirements, for inflatable infant bathers. CPSC staff requests that the ASTM F3343
Subcommittee on Infant Bathers review the data, discuss whether these products are, or should
be, included in the scope of the standard, and in addition, determine the feasibility of
developing adequate safety performance requirements to address these incidents.

1The views or opinions expressed in this letter are solely those of the staff, and these views and opinions
do not necessarily represent those of the Commission.

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC (2772) * CPSC's Web Site: http:/iwww.cpsc.gov
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If you have any questions or need additional information, you may contact me at
swhite@cpsc.gov or (301) 987-2562.

Sincerely,

Sharen £. Witz
Sharon R. White

cc: Molly Lynyak, Manager, Technical Committee Operations
Patricia Edwards, CPSC Voluntary Standards Coordinator
Hope Nesteruk, Children’s Program Area Manager

Attachment: Incident Data



Inflatable Baby/Infant Float Incidents
10/20/2015 - 10/20/2020*
Age 0-4 years**
*Based on reports received in CPSRMS no later than 12/11/2020.
**|ncidents where age of child is unknown are also included.
Deaths are shown in bold font.

Disclaimer: CPSC does not guarantee the accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of these data particularly with respect to information submitted by people outside of CPSC. This
spreadsheet was prepared by CPSC staff, has not been reviewed or approved by, and may not necessarily reflect the views of the Commission.

# Document Number(s) Date Age/Sex State Narrative

IN EARLY APRIL 2016, A MOTHER WAS VISITING HER
SISTER'S HOME AND DECIDED TO GIVE HER 3
MONTH OLD MALE SON A BATH. SHE PLACED HER
SON IN HER SISTER'S JET-STREAM TYPE INDOOR
BATHTUB WITH A RING-SHAPED FLOTATION TOY
AROUND HIS NECK. THIS WAS THE FIRST TIME THAT
THE PRODUCT WAS USED. IN UNDER 5 MINUTES,
1 160512CBB2587 03/2016 3 MOM IL HER SON'S HEAD SLIPPED THROUGH THE RING
OPENING AND HE WENT UNDERWATER. SHE
IMMEDIATELY REMOVED HIM FROM THE WATER AND
HE SUSTAINED NO INJURY. THE MOTHER FOUND
THAT THE TAB CLOSURE TO THE BOTTOM AIR INLET
HAD COME OPEN AND THE PRODUCT WAS
PARTIALLY DEFLATED.

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC (2772) * CPSC's Web Site: http:/iwww.cpsc.gov
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160524CCC1697

05/2016

5 MOF

NY

A FIVE MONTH OLD FEMALE SLIPPED OUT OF THE
BOTTOM OF A BABY FLOAT WHICH WAS IN USE IN A
BATHTUB AND SUBMERGED INTO THE BATH WATER
ON HER BACK BEFORE BEING RETRIEVED FROM THE
WATER BY HER MOTHER WHO WITNESSED THE
INCIDENT. VISUAL EXAMINATION OF THE FLOAT
AFTER THE INCIDENT REVEALED A SMALL TEAR ON
THE TOP RIGHT SIDE OF THE UPPER AIR CHAMBER
OF THE FLOAT WHICH HAD NOT BEEN NOTICED
PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT. THE INCIDENT FLOAT WAS
DISCARDED IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE INCIDENT AND
THE MANUFACTURER PROVIDED A FULL REFUND
AND A REPLACEMENT FLOAT.

160530HEP1801

05/2016

3 YOF

LA

PATIENT IS A 3 YEAR OLD FEMALE WHO WAS AT A
HOTEL'S OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOL WITH HER
MOTHER. THE MOTHER HAD BLOWN UP A
INFLATABLE RING & THE CHILD HAD IT ON IN THE
WATER. THE 'RING' FLIPPED OVER CAUSING THE
CHILD TO BE SUBMERGED FOR A FEW SECONDS.
THE CHILD WAS TAKEN TO THE ER, TREATED, &
RELEASED.

160623CCC3707

06/2016

5 MOM

(610)

A FIVE-MONTH-OLD MALE SLIPPED UNDERWATER
FOR APPROXIMATELY A FEW SECONDS WHILE
USING A FLOATATION DEVICE IN A BATHTUB IN HIS
HOME. THE CHILD WAS USING A PRODUCT THAT
WENT AROUND HIS NECK AND WAS DESIGNED TO
KEEP HIM AFLOAT. THE BATHTUB WAS
REPORTEDLY FILLED APPROXIMATELY ONE FOOT
DEEP. THERE WERE NO INJURIES. THE CHILD'S
MOTHER BELIEVED THE DEVICE WAS NOT FULLY
INFLATED AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT.
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170405HCC2568

06/2016

2YOM

AR

A 2 YEAR OLD MALE WAS LEFT UNSUPERVISED FOR
ABOUT 2 MINUTES IN THE BACK YARD SWIMMING
POOL. HE WAS WEARING A FLOTATION RING
AROUND HIS WAIST AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT.
THE VICTIM WAS FOUND BENT AT THE WAIST HEAD
DOWN IN THE SWIMMING POOL. THE VICTIM WAS
TRANSPORTED TO THE HOSPITAL AND DIED DUE TO
DROWNING.

[1660411A

06/2016

OH

Purchased the [REDACTED]' from [REDACTED] to be
used by a young child. This float is an inflatable ring with a
flexible vinyl bottom with two holes for feet and legs to
hang below the inflatable ring. The float was inflated and
placed into the pool, then the child was placed into the
float. Within a few moments of operation the child
stretched upright to a more vertical position and the float
immediately tipped forward causing the child to tip forward
and then flip upside-down and out of the float. Fortunately
someone was close and quickly pulled the child out of the
water. Closer examination of the float revealed that the 'leg
holes' in the bottom of the boat are off-center (towards the
front) and appear to create a situation where the slightest
shift in weight by the child will cause an unbalance
condition where only a very small portion of the inflatable
ring is in the water.

X1680945A

06/2016

CA

A female toddler nearly drowned after slipping out of
flotation device. The girl was found unresponsive. By the
time firefighters arrived, the girl was in stable condition.
She was taken to a hospital with minor injuries.

X1681051A
160829CCC3848

06/2016

3 YOF

OK

A 3 YOF DROWNED IN AN ABOVE GROUND POOL
WHILE OCCUPYING A CIRCULAR TUBE FLOTATION
DEVICE CONSISTING OF A SEAT OR HARNESS IN
THE MIDDLE OF THE TUBE. THE VICTIM WAS
DISCOVERED UPSIDE DOWN IN THE DEVICE WITH
HER HEAD SUBMERGED. THE VICTIM WAS
REMOVED FROM THE POOL AND TRANSPORTED BY
EMS TO A LOCAL HOSPITAL WHERE SHE WAS
PRONOUNCED.
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H1670111A

07/2016

2YOF

OH

Caller stated that his 2 year old grandchild sitting on the
floater when it became unbalanced and then tipped over in
the pool. The child was sitting in the floater when the
incident occurred, he had to pull her from the water, she
had water coming from her nose and mouth, no medical
attention was received.

He stated that the floater is not steady and because of this,
the floater presents a drowning hazard. He stated that
label warning does not state that if the child leans to the
right or left it can tip over. He is concerned that this is
unsafe and should be taken off the market.

The manufacturer or retailer was not contacted.

10

X1690850A

08/2016

18 MOF

OH

An 18 MOF was pulled from a swimming pool after a near
drowning. She was wearing a flotation device in the pool
when the device reportedly tipped over. A 17 YO babysitter
called 911 and neighbor performed CPR on the toddler,
resuscitating her. The toddler was airlifted to a hospital as
a precaution.

11

161013HCC3033

08/2016

3 YOM

X

A 3 YEAR OLD MALE, WEARING AN INFLATABLE
DEVICE, WAS FOUND AT THE BOTTOM OF A MOTEL
SWIMMING POOL. VICTIM DIED DUE TO DROWNING.
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12

170313HEP1761

02/2017

6 MOF

X

6 MONTH OLD FEMALE INGESTED BATH WATER
WHILE HAVING A BATH. SHE WAS WEARING
[REDACTED] TO HELP KEEP HER HEAD ABOVE THE
WATER, SHE TILTED HER BODY AND INGESTED
WATER WHEN MOTHER REMOVED HER HANDS TO
ASSIST HER 2 YEAR OLD BROTHER. HE WAS
PREVIOUSLY IN THE BATHTUB BUT WAS NOT AT THE
TIME OF THIS INCIDENT. MOTHER REMOVED THE
CHILD AND PATTED HER BACK TO HELP HER COUGH
UP WATER. MOTHER BROUGHT HER TO THE
HOSPITAL. MOTHER LEFT THE HOSPITAL BEFORE
BEING RELEASED. SHE HAD BEEN THERE 5 HOURS
WAITING. SINCE SHE HAD HER TWO YEAR OLD WITH
HER AND IT WAS GETTING LATE INTO THE EVENING,
SHE LEFT THE HOSPITAL.

13

[1740453A
170823CBB3218

04/2017

6 MOM

CA

My baby was in a floatation product called [REDACTED]
when he fell into the bathtub and was completely
submerged in the water. [REDACTED] is extremely unsafe
and MUST BE RECALLED!!!

14

180403CCC1582

07/2017

4 MOM

PA

A FOUR MONTH-OLD BECAME SUBMERGED UNDER
APPROXIMATELY TWO FEET OF WATER WHILE IN A
BATHTUB WITH HIS MOTHER WHEN HE SLIPPED
THROUGH A FLOTATION DEVICE THAT WAS AROUND
HIS NECK AND HAD BECOME PARTIALLY DEFLATED.
THE VICTIM WAS SUBMERGED FOR APPROXIMATELY
ONE SECOND BEFORE HIS MOTHER WAS ABLE TO
LIFT THE VICTIM BACK ABOVE THE WATER. THE
VICTIM WAS CRYING IN RESPONSE TO THE
INCIDENT, BUT WAS NOT INJURED IN A PHYSICAL
MANNER AND HAS FULLY RECOVERED (l.E., NO FEAR
OF WATER DEVELOPED, ETC.).
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15

180403CCC3674

08/2017

NV

WHILE USING AN INFLATABLE INFANT NECK FLOAT IN
A POOL, A CONSUMER'S SON SLIPPED THROUGH
THE PRODUCT WHEN IT DEFLATED. THE CONSUMER
DID NOT NOTICE ANY HOLES IN THE FLOAT, BUT HAS
SINCE GOTTEN A NEW FLOAT AND CONTINUES TO
USE THE PRODUCT. THE INCIDENT PRODUCT WAS
RETURNED TO THE MANUFACTURER WHERE A LEAK
WAS DISCOVERED AT THE CHIN REST. NO INJURIES
WERE REPORTED.

16

X17A0598A

08/2017

3 YOF

X

3 YOF IS RECOVERING IN HOSPITAL AFTER SHE
ALMOST DROWNED IN A POOL. SHE SLIPPED OUT
OF AN INFLATABLE AND SANK TO THE BOTTOM OF
THE POOL, BUT A MAN WHO WAS THERE WAS ABLE
TO PERFORM CPR AND SAVE THE GIRL'S LIFE.

17

180403CCC1583

08/2017

6 MOF

MD

A SIX MONTH OLD FEMALE SLIPPED OUT OF A
FLOTATION DEVICE WHILE SHE WAS BEING BATHED
INABATHTUB BY HER MOTHER. THE VICTIM'S
MOTHER WITNESSED THE INCIDENT AND QUICKLY
REMOVED THE CHILD FROM THE WATER BEFORE
SHE WAS INJURED. THE CHILD'S MOTHER
INTENTIONALLY UNDERINFLATED THE FLOATATION
DEVICE BECAUSE SHE FELT IT WAS TOO TIGHT
AROUND THE VICTIM'S NECK.

18

180403CCC2604

01/2018

3 MOM

TN

A 15 WEEK OLD BOY WAS UNINJURED WHEN HE WAS
PLACED IN A BATHTUB UTILIZING A NECK
INFLATABLE DEVICE. WHILE THE MOTHER WAS
TRYING TO REMOVE THE CHILD FROM THE TUB, THE
CHILD'S HEAD SLIPPED OUT FROM THE DEVICE, AND
HIS HEAD WENT UNDERWATER. THE MOTHER
REMOVED THE CHILD FROM THE TUB AND
SUBSEQUENTLY FOUND THE INNER TUBE OF THE
DEVICE WAS LEAKING AIR.
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19

180403CCC1584

01/2018

2 MOF

CA

A CONSUMER COMPLAINED HER TWO MONTH OLD
GRANDDAUGHTER, THE VICTIM, WAS USING A NECK
FLOTATION DEVICE IN THE BATHTUB WHEN HER
HEAD SLIPPED THROUGH AND THE VICTIM
SUBMERGED INTO THE WATER. NO INJURIES WERE
REPORTED.

20

H1860031A

06/2018

14 MOM

KS

The consumer indicates that her son fell through the leg
holes of the inflatable toy, because they tore into one large
hole, while he was in the pool. The consumer was watching
and was able to remove him from the pool immediately.
The consumer states that the inflatable toy is marketed for
years one to three, and her son fourteen months.

06/[REDACTED]/2018 - The consumer contacted the
Manufacturer via e-mail explaining the situation however
she has yet to receive a response.

The consumer states that the product was used
approximately ten times before the incident for about one
hour each time.

The consumer plans on keeping the inflatable toy for at
least the next thirty days in case an investigation ensues.

21

180612HEP7063

06/2018

7 MOM

GA

7 MONTH OLD MALE WAS WITH HIS MOM IN THE
APARTMENT SWIMMING POOL. HE HAD ON AN INNER
TUBE WITH A HARNESS BUT WAS STILL ABLE TO GET
HIS FACE CLOSE ENOUGH TO DRINK THE WATER IN
THE POOL. HE DRANK TOO MUCH WATER AND
BEGAN TO COUGH. ABOUT AN HOUR LATER HE
STARTED THROWING UP. HIS MOM BROUGHT HIM
TO THE HOSPITAL TO MAKE SURE HE WAS OKAY.
EXAMINED & RELEASED WITHOUT TREATMENT.

FULL RECOVERY.
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22

180812HEP5281

07/2018

7 MOM

AL

7 MONTH OLD MALE WAS IN A BABY FLOAT WITH HIS
MOM WHO HAD HER HAND ON THE FLOAT. THEY
WERE IN THE ABOVE GROUND POOL IN THE
BACKYARD OF THEIR HOME. HIS FLOAT
"MALFUNCTIONED" AND TIPPED OVER. MOM
IMMEDIATELY PICKED HIM UP AS SOON AS IT TIPPED
OVER. HE WAS FINE, BUT SINCE HE SWALLOWED A
LITTLE BIT OF WATER, THE MOTHER WAS WORRIED
ABOUT THE SILENT DROWNING SHE HAD HEARD
ABOUT. SHE TOOK HIM TO THE EMERGENCY ROOM
A FEW HOURS LATER AND LEFT WITHOUT BEING
SEEN.

23

X1991511A
191009HCC1032

04/2019

5 MOF

VA

A FIVE MONTH-OLD INFANT WAS FOUND FLOATING
FACE-DOWN IN A BATHTUB AFTER SHE HAD BEEN
LEFT UNATTENDED FOR APPROXIMATELY THREE
MINUTES BY HER MOTHER. SHE HAD BEEN PLACED
INSIDE AN INFANT FLOTATION DEVICE INSIDE THE
BATHTUB AS THE MOTHER LEFT TO GET HER
OTHER CHILD A DRINK OF WATER. THE INFANT
LATER DIED AT THE HOSPITAL THE SAME DAY. THE
OFFICIAL CAUSE OF DEATH IS LISTED AS
"DROWNING."
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24

11970030A
190711CCC2487

07/2019

4 MOM

A 4 MONTH OLD MALE INFANT WAS FOUND
UNRESPONSIVE IN ABOUT 8IN OF WATER IN A
BATHTUB. HE HAD AN INFLATABLE NECK RING
FLOTATION DEVICE SECURED AROUND HIS NECK.
HIS TEENAGE SISTER STATED THAT BEFORE USE
THE NECK RING WAS PARTIALLY DEFLATED, SO
SHE USED THE AIR INLET TO INFLATE IT. THEN
SECURED THE PRODUCT'S VELCRO STRAP AND
BUCKLE, WHICH WAS CHECKED BY THE MOTHER.
INFANT WAS LEFT UNATTENDED FOR ABOUT 5MIN
WHILE THE MOTHER MADE A BOTTLE. WHEN SHE
RETURNED, HE WAS FOUND FLOATING IN THE
WATER WITHOUT THE NECK RING, WHICH WAS
FLOATING ALONE WITH ITS STRAP & BUCKLE STILL
SECURED. HE WAS PRONOUNCED DECEASED AT
THE HOSPITAL. POLICE RETAINED THE NECK RING
AS EVIDENCE FOR THEIR SUSPICIOUS DEATH
INVESTIGATION.

25

H1980047A

08/2019

2YOF

CA

The consumer ....Out of the pool, the child fell in
backwards,face up, and the floatation device held her face
under water and prevented her from rolling-over or lifting
her face out of the water to breathe.

It appears the product has been improved but not recalled,
and the improved version appears to have the same
potential for drowning.

[REDACTED

Probably has the same problem

Thanks,

[REDACTED]
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A 6-MONTH-OLD FEMALE WAS LEFT UNATTENDED IN
12090066A A BATHTUB WHILE WEARING A NECK RING
200915HEE0001 04/2020 6 MOF ME FLOATATION DEVICE. THE DEVICE SLIPPED OFF
THE VICTIM'S NECK AND SHE DROWNED BEFORE
HER MOTHER RETURNED TO THE ROOM.

26




