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Task Order 0001
Child Interaction with Playground Surfacing Focus Group Study

1. Description of Services

The Contractor shall conduct focus groups and contextual interviews to gather experiences and
perceptions from parents, caregivers, and recreational facility (i.e., playground) employees regarding
toddlers’ interaction with playground surfacing material. The purpose is to inform the development
of the national survey, which would be used to gather information on how children interact with
playground equipment and recycled tire surfacing. Topics to be studied include supervision, how
children are using playground equipment (particularly new designs}, age-appropriate design, and fall
surfacing materials. These findings will help CPSC staff better understand the chemical and
mechanical safety hazards children may encounter at the playground and the types of play behaviors
that can lead to potential health risks and injuries.

2. Contract Type

This is a firm-fixed price task order. This is a non-personal services contacl.

3. Background

The public, media, and government agencies have expressed concern about the safety of playground
surfaces derived from recycled tires to children. Under the recently announced interagency Federal
Research Action Plan on Recycled Tire Crumb Used on Playing Fields and Playgrounds {“the Plan”), the
CPSC is tasked with improving the understanding of the chemical exposure hazards to children on
playgrounds with surfacing based on recycled tire material. While other parties are working to
elucidate the chemical hazards from recycled tire materials on athletic playing fields, the Plan
recommends that the CPSC conduct a survey of parents to better understand potential exposures
based on children’s play behaviors on playgrounds. The proposed approach involves two steps:
discussions with local focus groups followed by a national survey of parents, child caretakers, and
recreational facility workers.

4. Description of Work

Independently, and not as an agent of the Government, the Contractor shall furnish all necessary
personnel, materials, services, and facilities to perform the work set forth below; except as provided in
Section 8, “Government Furnished Equipment/Supplies.” The Contractor shall furnish all necessary
resources to perform the work set forth below:

1) The Contractor shall apply for and obtain the Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval for the
study where applicable.

2) The Contractor shall recruit 30 participants with the following demographic characteristics:



a. 10 parents who supervise at least one child over 1 year of age yet under 3 years of
age in playgrounds on a regular basis {i.e., three times a week or more).

b. 10 childcare providers who supervise at least one child over 1 year of age yet under
3 years of age in playgrounds on a regular basis (i.e., three times a week or more).

c. 10 parks and recreational facility employees who inspect and maintain playgrounds on
a regular basis (i.e., once a month or more) with current Certified Playground Safety
Inspector {“CPSI”) certification. For recruitment and verification purposes, a list of
current CPSI holders is available here: http://www.nrpa.org/CPSI registry/

3) The Contractor shall secure an appropriate facility, moderate the focus groups using CPSC staff-
prepared documentation, and collect the data including video recordings and written
materials and submit all data and materials to CPSC for analysis and reporting.

5. Period of Performance. The performance period for Task 0001 shall begin on the effective date
{block 31c of Standard Form 1449) of the Task Order and shall not extend beyond four (4) months

6. Reporting Requirements

The Contractor shall submit the following reports:

All draft and final reports must be emailed to kphillips@cpsc.gov

a) Format —the report must be submitted as a PDF file.
b) Content - the report must contain the data as described in the “Description of Work” section of
this Performance Work Statement.

7. Delivery

The following deliverable items must be performed or delivered in accordance with the
following schedule:

ITEM Qty. DELIVERY & PERFORMANCE
Kickoff Meeting 1 1 week after contract award
Interim (Draft) Progress Report 1 1 week after IRB approval
Recruitment Progress Report 1 2 weeks after OMB approval
Status Report 3 3, 4, and 5 weeks after OMB approval
Final delivery of materials
and data collected in focus groups 1 each 6 weeks after OMB approval




8. Travel for Contractor

Travel is not required for this task. Meetings with CPSC staff will be conducted via teleconference
or video conference.

9. Contractor Must Meet Following Condition

The Contractor shall demonstrate in writing to the Contracting Officer Representative that the
Contractor has no substantial conflicts of interests. For example, the Contractor has not written

reports regarding playground safety or surfacing materials on behalf of manufacturers within the
last five years.

10. LC 5 Contracting Officer's Representative (COR) Designation

a. The following individual has been designated at the Government’s COR for this contract:

Name: Khalisa Phillips

Division: Engineering Sciences Health Facilities

Telephone: 301-987-2592

Email: kphillips@cpsc.gov

b. The CPSC COR is responsible for performing specific technical and administrative functions, including:
(1) performing technical evaluation as required;

(2) assisting the Contractor in the resolution of technical problems encountered during performance;
monitoring the Contractor's technical progress, including surveillance and assessment of performance,
and notifying the Contracting Officer within one week when deliverables (including reports) are not
received on schedule in accordance with the prescribed delivery schedule; and

(3) inspection and acceptance of all items required by the contract.
¢. The COR, who may be personally liable for unauthorized acts, is not authorized to and shall not:

(1) make changes in scope of work, contract schedules, and/or specifications, or to make
changes that affect price, quality, quantity or delivery,

(2) direct or negotiate any change in the terms, conditions, or amounts cited in the contract; and

(3) make commitments or changes that affect price, or take any action that commits the
Government or could lead to a claim against the Government.

d. This delegation is not redelegable and remains in effect during the period of performance of the



contract.

e. A clear distinction is made between Government and Contractor personnel. No employer-employee
relationship will occur between government employees and contractor employees. Contractor

employees must report directly to their company {employer) and shall not report to Government
personnel.





