February 26, 2016

STATEMENT OF COMMISSIONER ANN MARIE BUERKLE ON THE COMMISSION’S DECISION
THAT CERTIFICATES OF COMPLIANCE WILL NOT BE REQUIRED FOR ADULT WEARING
APPAREL THAT IS EXEMPT FROM TESTING

I am delighted that the Commission has approved this exercise of enforcement discretion, and I
congratulate my colleague, Commissioner Mohorovic, and his staff, for all of their efforts to get
through the process. The CPSC staffs, particularly from the Office of Compliance, the Office of
Import Surveillance, and the Office of General Counsel, especially Stephanie Tsacoumis, also
deserve credit for working through the issues and recognizing the merits of the approach.

Most importantly, the burden reduction approved in this instance cost the taxpayer very little.
While [ am grateful to Congress for devoting some of our recent appropriations to burden
reduction, I have been dismayed at the extremely slow pace of CPSC’s efforts and the extremely
meager results to date. I am convinced that there are other significant burden reduction steps that
we can take if only we put our collective minds to it as did Commissioner Mohorovic and his
staff in this case. I would urge outside groups to study this decision and to look for other
situations that may be analogous, or to make the case for different burden reduction approaches.

Finally, I urge all U.S. clothing retailers to do their part to let this burden reduction be realized.
If retailers insist that certificates be furnished to them in these cases, even though we have said
we will not enforce the requirement, they will greatly reduce, if not nullify, the economic
benefits of the Commission’s decision.




