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I am pleased that the Commission recently voted 4—0 to approve the Operating Plan
for Fiscal Year 2018, as amended. Every year the CPSC’s Operating Plan is completed
because of all the hard work put in by our CPSC staff. The process starts months and
months earlier at all the different division levels in gathering critical data. While all that
hard work is not obvious to the public, it is certainly something that is appreciated and
valued very much. The American public is the true beneficiary of all that great staff
work. Thank you.
Also, I want to thank Acting Chair Ann Marie Buerkle for her leadership in
coordinating and offering a manager’s package of amendments. The manager’s
amendment, as well as my other amendments, are attached. It was truly the
Commission at its best – working in a bipartisan way to address each Commissioner’s
concerns. Specifically, I appreciate my colleagues’ support for all of the amendments
that I offered, but in particular my amendments that created deliverables this Fiscal
Year for our battery and Internet of Things work; that required CPSC staff to verify and
validate work being done in the voluntary standards process on portable generators;
that regularized and strengthened our transparency with respect to firms’ Monthly
Compliance reports for Corrective Actions; and, once again, that clarified that the
Commission will not support efforts to address fire safety in voluntary standards at the
expense of increased exposure to toxic chemicals in furniture.
We have a clear responsibility to the American public to prioritize their products’
safety, first and foremost. This is an enormous responsibility borne by approximately
545 individuals at the agency. From cribs to playgrounds, furniture to batteries,

portable generators to window coverings – overall, the work outlined in our Fiscal Year
2018 Operating Plan pulls us closer toward the goal of fewer deaths and fewer injuries
associated with consumer products.
However, I would like to note that I do see an ever-so-slight shift in our priorities in this
year’s Operating Plan. Less mandatory rulemaking and research on chronic hazards,
and more resources for voluntary standards efforts and to train the regulated
community. This drift away from safety is a disconcerting development.
The idea of economic development is a critical mission. It is just not the CPSC’s mission.
To paraphrase what former CPSC Commissioner Thomas Moore famously said a
number of years ago, “We’re not the Business Protection Bureau.” I wholeheartedly
agree with him. We’re not an economic development council. That is a very valid,
legitimate and important function for the United States government to pursue.
However, those activities are just not what this Commission is supposed to be doing.
Let me be clear, I am not opposed to robust voluntary standards that set high safety
standards or with providing the regulated community with necessary safety
information and training. In fact, we need to leverage our limited resources and work
with all our stakeholders to keep consumers safe. I support a world where consumer
product safety problems are completely solved and solutions are implemented quickly
without promulgating new safety regulations or commencing enforcement actions. But
Congress in its wisdom gave us tools to address consumer product safety hazards
because they believed a voluntary, self-regulatory system does not always provide
adequate protections to the consuming public, and has often failed to do so. Congress’s
concerns remain valid today.
Every administration is entitled to pursue its own priorities, but our independent
agency must still stay within the boundaries of the critical safety work that Congress
charged us with doing. So I think it is worth those in Congress who pay attention to
consumer safety issues and the media and the consumer groups and other stakeholders
to keep us accountable. Help ensure that we stay true to the core safety mission that
this agency was created to do.
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