
 

 

 
December 13, 2023 
 
TRANSMITTED VIA EMAIL 
 
Ms. Heather Darrah 
Technical Director 
Portable Generator Manufacturers’ Association 
1300 Sumner Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44115-2851 

 
Dear Ms. Darrah: 
 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) staff* recommends that the Portable Generator 
Manufacturers Association (PGMA) include requirements to address fuel leaks in ANSI/PGMA G300-
2018 Safety and Performance of Portable Generators  (referred to as ANSI/PGMA G300-2018), by 
specifying that the fuel systems on all gasoline-fueled portable generators comply with ANSI/OPEI 
B71.10-2018 Gasoline Fuel Systems – Performance Specifications and Test Procedures for Off-Road 
Ground-Supported Outdoor Power Equipment (referred to as ANSI/OPEI B71.10-2018). ANSI/OPEI 
B71.10 describes safety specifications and test procedures applicable to the gasoline fuel systems for 
off-road, ground-supported outdoor power equipment with spark ignition engines of less than one liter 
displacement.  Additionally, because these incidents have involved generators greater than 15 kW, 
yet the scope of ANSI/PGMA G300-2018 is limited to generators 15 kilowatts (kW) or smaller, staff 
further recommends that the scope of the standard be revised to include portable generators greater 
than 15 kW. 
 
Fuel that leaks out of or is expelled from a generator is a recognized fire and burn hazard.  Attached 
are 22 recall notices issued by CPSC since 1989 involving fuel leaks from portable generators; the 
table below describes the reason for each recall.  The injuries reported in recall 23-288 were severe 
burns and involved generators greater than 15 kW.  Fire and property damage were reported in recall 
13-026.   
 
ANSI/OPEI B71.10-2018 has requirements that address many of the issues involved in the recalls.  
For example: 

 section 5.4 subjects the fuel tanks to extended periods (minimum of 336 hours for large 
sample size and maximum of 480 hours for small sample size) of elevated temperatures, 

 
* This letter was prepared by the CPSC staff. It has not been reviewed or approved by, and may not represent the 
views of, the Commission. 



 

 

which would challenge the fuel tank systems’ ability to vent and resist stress cracks due to fuel 
tank expansion from the elevated temperature soak.   

 section 5.1 has test specifications and procedures to confirm the integrity of the fuel tank or 
fuel tank assembly and, where applicable, the fuel filter, fuel cap and fuel shut-off valve 
against leakage.  

 
Three of the CPSC recalls since 1989 involved fuel leaking from the carburetor.  Because ANSI/OPEI 
B71.10-2018 does not include carburetors,1 staff recommends that PGMA develop performance 
specifications and test procedures to confirm there is no fuel leakage from the carburetor. 
 
In conclusion, staff strongly urges that ANSI/PGMA G300-2018 be revised as soon as possible to 
incorporate the requirement that all gasoline-fueled portable generators must comply with ANSI/OPEI 
B71.10-2018, include generators greater than 15 kW within its scope, and that requirements be 
added to address fuel leaks from carburetors.  Staff looks forward to working with PGMA to improve 
safety for these products. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Janet Buyer 
Mechanical Engineer 
Project Manager, Portable Generators 
Directorate for Engineering Sciences 
 
 
1 Per section 3.7, the definition of the fuel system does not include carburetors, fuel injection components and fuel pumps. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Enclosure:  CPSC recall notices 
Cc: Jacqueline Campbell, CPSC Voluntary Standards Coordinator 



 

 

Recall Number, Link, and Description 
 

23-288  
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2023/Generac-Recalls-Portable-Generators-Due-to-Serious-Fire-and-Burn-Hazards 
The recalled generators' fuel tank can fail to vent adequately from the rollover valve, causing the gas tank to build up excess  
pressure and expel fuel when opened, posing fire and burn hazards. 
 

23-251 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2023/American-Honda-Recalls-Portable-Generators-Due-to-Fire-Hazard  
The fuel filler cap can improperly seal, resulting in fuel and/or fuel vapor leaking, posing a fire hazard. 

20-185 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2020/MWE-Investments-Recalls-Westinghouse-Portable-Generators-Due-to-Fire-Hazard  
The recalled portable generators can leak fuel, posing a fire and burn hazard. 

19-744 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2019/FIRMAN-Power-Equipment-Recalls-Portable-Generators-Due-to-Fire-Hazard-Sold-Exclusively-at-Costco-Recall-Alert  
The generator's carbon canister can leak gas, posing a fire hazard. 

20-710 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2020/Yamaha-Recalls-Portable-Generators-Due-to-Fire-and-Burn-Hazards-Recall-Alert  
The portable generator's fuel tank can leak gasoline, posing fire and burn hazards. 
19-088 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2019/American-Honda-Recalls-Portable-Generators-Due-to-Fire-and-Burn-Hazards  
The portable generator can leak gasoline from the fuel valve, posing fire and burn hazards. 

19-007 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2019/Briggs-Stratton-Recalls-Portable-Generator-Fuel-Tank-Replacement-Caps-Due-to-Fire-Hazard  
The fuel tank replacement caps lack ventilation holes which allow pressure to build up in the fuel tank, posing a fire hazard. 



 

 

18-721 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2018/Kohler-Recalls-Gasoline-Engines-Due-to-Risk-of-Fuel-Leak-and-Fire-Hazard-Recall-Alert  
The engines have a faulty fuel cap, which can allow over-pressurization in the fuel tank, posing a risk of a fuel leak and fire hazard. 

16-250 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2016/all-power-portable-generators-recalled-by-jd-north-america  
The fuel tank can leak, posing explosion, fire, and burn hazards. 

13-247 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2013/Subaru-Portable-Gasoline-Generators-Recalled-by-Robin-America  
The fuel tank can leak, posing a fire or burn hazard. 

13-042 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2012/american-honda-recalls-portable-generators-due-to-fire-and-burn-hazards  
The generator's fuel hose can leak, posing fire and burn hazards. 

13-036 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2012/powermate-generators-recall-to-repair-by-pramac-america-due-to-fire-hazard-sold  
The fuel filter allows gasoline to leak, posing a fire hazard. 

13-026 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2012/portable-generators-recalled-by-champion-power-equipment-due-to-fire-hazard-sold  
Fuel can leak from the generator's carburetor, posing a fire hazard. 

11-717 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2011/poulan-pro-generators-recalled-by-husqvarna-professional-products-due-to-fire-hazard  
The carburetor can fail allowing gasoline to leak, posing a fire hazard to consumers. 



 

 

10-739 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2010/Cummins-Power-Generation-Recalls-Portable-Generators-Due-to-Fire-Hazard  
Fuel can leak through the carburetor during normal usage, posing a fire hazard to consumers. 

09-305 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2009/Homelite-Husky-and-Black-Max-Generators-Recalled-Due-to-Fire-Hazard-Sold-Exclusively-at-Home-Depot-and-Sams-Club-Stores  

The fuel gage can leak excessive amounts of gasoline, posing a fire hazard to consumers. 

09-728 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2009/gas-generators-recalled-by-sycamore-scs-due-to-fire-hazard  
A plastic sediment cup attached to the bottom of the fuel valve can crack during shipping and handling and cause fuel leakage or  
spillage, posing a fire hazard to consumers. 
09-009 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2008/portable-generators-recalled-by-general-power-products-due-to-fire-hazard  
The generator's fuel valve can be damaged by the cover plate during shipment and cause a fuel leak and fuel spillage during use,  
posing a fire hazard to consumers. 
06-537 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2006/valsi-corporation-announce-recall-of-generators-with-plastic-fuel-tanks-for-fire-hazard  
The fuel tanks can crack and leak fuel, posing a risk of fires and burn injuries. 

02-067 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2001/cpsc-devilbiss-air-power-co-announce-recall-of-porter-cable-portable-generators  
A small hole in the generator's fuel tank, where it mounts to the frame, can leak fuel and pose a fire hazard to consumers. 

00-047 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2000/Safe-Generator-Use-for-Y2K-CPSC-DeVilbiss-Air-Power-Company-Alert-Consumers-About-Gasoline-Tanks-on-Certain-Portable-Generators  

DeVilbiss is investigating whether the fuel tanks on the generators can crack where the tanks mount on the frame, posing a fire hazard.



 

 

89-001 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/1989/coleman-offers-repair-kit-for-powermate-generator  
Vibration from use of the generator can cause the fuel hose to rub against the edge of the engine shroud.  If the fuel line ruptures,  
gasoline will spill and could cause a fire. 
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������������	���
� �
�
�
����
��������
���������
�����������������
� �!����"
#
� ��$���
���
����%�&�'�(')*�+

���,�	��---)�,��)*�+����
����������
�
�
.���
���.����
���.�����
����.���.��.����.
� .!���."
#
� �.���
��.
���� ���

/01230452637189:;<;=;�>?@?A�B?AC?A;@D?E�FGHGIG�?J�KLEELM;NO�P;GQRS5TRU253VW�XS9Y;C;EZVUR[[�S5\4V39]̂ _̀â
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