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December 7, 2021 

TRANSMITTED VIA EMAIL 

Scott Lewis, Delta 
Subcommittee Chair, F15.18, Bassinets and Cradles 
ASTM 
100 Barr Harbor Dr. 
West Conshohocken, PA 19428-2959 

Dear Mr. Lewis,  

     CPSC staff1 has become aware of incidents involving bassinets with a cantilever design, in 
which infants reportedly rolled into the side of the product, or into a prone position. These 
incidents occurred from 2016 to the present. Four incidents, which are identified in the 
attached spreadsheet, involved deaths that occurred in the period from 2019 to present.  

Cantilever-designed bassinets are supported on one side only. Figures 1 through 4 contain 
examples of these types of bassinets. 

The views or opinions expressed in this letter are solely those of the staff, and these views and opinions do not 
necessarily represent those of the Commission.   
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The incidents suggest that the sleep surface may tilt and cause an infant, during normal 
sleep movements, to roll from a supine to a side-lying position into the side of the product, or 
into a prone position, earlier than developmentally expected. Although ASTM F2933 – 16ε1 

allows a resting side-to-side angle of 7˚, staff’s analysis suggests that this allowance may 
increase the risk of unexpected rollover within a cantilever-designed bassinet.   

Bassinets with cantilever designs may allow flexibility in the sleep area.  Staff observed that 
the products can move and bounce in a manner that is unlike traditional bassinets with four legs.  
Staff is concerned that a child who is moving his/her arms and legs in the product may create 
enough movement to cause the sleep area to further tilt side-to-side and/or head-to-toe.  This may 
increase the likelihood that a child can roll unexpectedly from a supine to a side lying or prone 
position. 

     Currently, ASTM F2194 − 16ε1 , Standard Consumer Safety Specification for Bassinets and 
Cradles, does not contain any references to, nor performance requirements for, bassinets that 
have a sleep surface that tilts and is flexible, such as a cantilever design. CPSC staff requests 
that the ASTM F15.18 Subcommittee on Bassinets form a task group to review these incidents 
and consider developing performance requirements to reduce the likelihood that infants will 
roll over unexpectedly.   

     If you have any questions or need additional information, you may contact Celestine Kish 
at: ckish@cpsc.gov, (301) 987-2547, or Sharon White at: swhite@cpsc.gov, (301)-987-2562. 

Sincerely, 

Celestine Kish, MA 
Project Manager, Bassinets and Cradles   

Sharon R. White 
Human Factors representative 

cc: Molly Lynyak, Manager, Technical Committee Operations   
Jacqueline Campbell, CPSC Voluntary Standards Coordinator 
Hope Nesteruk, Children’s Program Area Manager 
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