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SUMMARY OF MEETING: 
 
This meeting of the ASTM Infant Loungers Performance Requirements task group was led by 
the Chair of the task group, Chris Gulbrandsen. The Chair began the meeting by sharing a 
proposed change to a general requirement for hybrid and similar products to be required to meet 
all applicable standards, based on a discussion in the most recent meeting of the Infant Loungers 
Scope Task Group. Specifically, the language was changed to apply not only to products that can 
be “converted” into another product, but also to products that have “use features” for which 
another standard exists. There was a brief discussion about how a lab could tell what a “use 
feature” was, and the Chair stated that this was based primarily on the marketing and materials 
(e.g., instructions) that are included with the product. CPSC staff expressed concern about 
products that previously might have been marketed as having a lounging function being 
remarketed as not having that function, even though the design is unchanged. Staff stated that in 
that case, the product still would seem to have the “use function” of lounging. 

The task group then discussed the proposed firmness requirement and test method, with 
particular focus on the deflection at the intersection between the support surface and the 
sidewall. One of the attendees suggested the use of a 3-inch hemisphere rather than a 5-inch 
sphere, based primarily on the recommendations in the Boise State University report on pillows 
and on the appropriateness of such a probe for airflow testing in the future or in other contexts. 
Staff and the Chair agreed, and the Chair of the Infant Feeding Support Products Performance 
Requirements Task Group stated that it also is their intention to use the 3-inch probe for that 
standard. The consensus of the task group was that the probe for this and the other firmness tests 
should use the 3-inch hemisphere. The task group then discussed the appropriate maximum 
deflection amount for the test, and after substantial discussion, the consensus of the group was 
that 1 inch was most appropriate, based largely on the Boise State University recommendations. 



The task group also agreed that this deflection amount should be measured in the direction in 
which the force is applied. In the case of the intersection between the occupant support surface 
and the sidewall, the probe would be applied at an angle that bisects the two surfaces. 

The Chair concluded the meeting by stating that he would update the draft document based on 
the results of the meeting and will share the revised document with the task group and the 
subcommittee chair. There are no future meetings of the task group planned at this time. 

 


