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Summary of Meeting:  
This was a meeting of an independent working group focused on developing a proposal for voluntary 
standards requirements for residential fire blankets.   
 
The working group discussed fire blanket related incidents posted to SaferProducts.gov and news sources.  
The purpose was to understand what issues consumers have with fire blankets and in what situations 
consumers use fire blankets; this information can help inform the working group for standards development 
purposes.  The incidents were divided into four categories, (A) incidents where there was a reported problem 
with the fire blanket, (B) incidents where a fire blanket was used but not fire blanket issue was identified, (C) 



 

 

incidents where a fire blanket was mentioned but no action was reported with the fire blanket, and (D) incidents 
where a “blanket” but not a “fire blanket” was used to smother a fire.  The working group only reviewed 
incidents from groups (A) and (B), Incidents are summarized below. 
 
(A) Fire blanket issues: 

• 4/9/2026 – the consumer reported that a fire blanket ignited when they tried to extinguish a cooking fire 
• 6/5/2025 – the consumer reported fiberglass skin irritation 
• 1/14/2025 – the consumer reported fiberglass skin irritation 
• 12/11/2024 – the consumer reported fiberglass skin irritation 
• 9/27/2024 – the consumer reported fiberglass skin irritation; the fire blanket may have fallen apart in the 

packaging 
• 4/12/2024 – the consumer reported using a fire blanket on an unspecified kitchen fire, with fiberglass 

skin irritation 
• 3/7/2024 – the consumer reported using a fire blanket to “jokingly” extinguish a candle, with fiberglass 

skin irritation 
• 9/8/2023 – the consumer reported fiberglass skin irritation with significant fiber shedding 

 
(B) Fires smothered by fire blanket 

• 4/23/2026 (online news source) – the consumer unsuccessfully used a fire blanket on a furniture fire 
• 2/19/2026 (online news source) – the consumer successfully used a fire blanket on a portable charger 

fire 
• 12/30/2025 (online news source) – the consumer unsuccessfully used a fire blanket on an oven fire 
• 7/15/2026 – the consumer reported successfully using a fire blanket on a treadmill fire 
• 6/17/2026 – the consumer reported successfully using a fire blanket on an oven fire 
• 1/7/2026 – the consumer reported successfully using a fire blanket on accidental range top fire 
• 11/26/2025 – the consumer reported successfully using a fire blanket while applying water on a 

dehumidifier fire 
• 8/20/2025 – the consumer reported successfully using a fire blanket on a coffee maker fire 
• 6/18/2025 – the consumer reported successfully using a fire blanket on a backpack fire ignited by 

accidental range activation 
• 3/21/2025 – the consumer reported successfully using a fire blanket on a portable charger fire 
• 4/17/2023 – the consumer reported successfully using a fire blanket on an oven fire 
• 3/11/2022 – the consumer reported successfully using a fire blanket on an electric kettle fire 
• 5/11/2020 – the consumer reported applying a fire blanket to a toaster oven fire after unplugging it 

 
• 5/21/2019 – the consumer reported successfully using a fire blanket on a dishwasher fire 

 
 



 

 

 
Staff pointed out that Consumer Reports recently published an article on fire blankets; only part of the article is 
freely available to read.  Staff or ASTM staff plan to ask Consumer Reports staff if a courtesy copy of the article 
could be provided for working group members for their consideration. 
 
Staff volunteered to outline a proposal for a new residential standard for the working group to discuss during 
the next meeting.  The proposal would include requirements discussed in the previous meetings and potential 
issues and use cases discussed during this meeting. 
 
Next Steps: 
The next meeting will be scheduled in October.   


