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Summary of Meeting:  
The subcommittee commenced its first meeting since ASTM published the new standard 
specification, F3458 – 21, for Marketing, Packaging, and Labeling Adult Magnet Sets 
Containing Small, Loose, Powerful Magnets (with a Flux Index ≥ 50 kG2 mm2).  

The subcommittee’s discussion included the following topics:  

• Addition of performance requirements to the standard; 
• Examples of continued instances of marketing to children at point-of-sale and through 

various social media sites; 
• Instances of hazardous uses of magnet sets on social media (e.g., online videos of magnet 

set magnets used as jewelry, and online videos of these magnets combined to look like 
food); 

• Communication with Acting Chairman Adler regarding enforcement of F3458 – 21; 
• Updates on incident data and CPSC enforcement activities; and 
• Explanation of CPSC FY21 operating plan pertaining to magnets, including outreach 

efforts. 

CPSC staff briefly described ongoing magnet work, including an NPR and continued efforts on 
enforcement and public outreach.1  CPSC staff emphasized that magnet ingestion incidents 
dropped noticeably in the years between the announcement of CPSC’s final rule for magnet sets, 
16 CFR part 1240 (2014), and when the rule was remanded (2016), and have risen noticeably 
since the year it was remanded.  CPSC staff encouraged the subcommittee to periodically check 
SaferProducts.gov for recent incident reports.2  CPSC staff noted that despite over a decade of 
public awareness raising activities, and even when there are clear and repeated warnings about 
the hazard and against use by children, incident reports indicate a continued underappreciation 

                                                           
1 For example, CPSC staff referred to posters, videos, and written explanations of the magnet ingestion hazard on 
CPSC’s “Magnet Information Center” webpage: https://www.cpsc.gov/Safety-Education/Safety-Education-
Centers/Magnets. 
2 CPSC staff encouraged the subcommittee to search relevant terms, such as “Magnet Balls,” on 
https://saferproducts.gov/.  Note: This website does not have reports for all magnet ingestion incidents. 

https://www.cpsc.gov/Safety-Education/Safety-Education-Centers/Magnets
https://www.cpsc.gov/Safety-Education/Safety-Education-Centers/Magnets
https://saferproducts.gov/


by caregivers and children of the nature and severity of the hazard, particularly as it involves 
children absent a history of ingesting inedible objects.  

Two task groups were formed.  One task group will consider performance requirements for 
Adult Magnet Sets, and the other task group will consider efforts in education, marketing, 
enforcement, and regulation.  CPSC staff joined the former task group.  

Due to time constraints, several of the requested agenda items were not discussed, including the 
balance of F15.77 subcommittee member representation and the appropriateness of a standard 
that supports the use of magnet sets.  These and other points of discussion will be continued at a 
later date. 

Next Steps:  

The two task groups will begin their efforts.  The next subcommittee meeting will be scheduled.  


