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MEETING SUMMARY

The purpose of this meeting was to discuss approaches to
developing a standard test method to address the hazard posed by
gas-fired water heaters igniting flammable vapors. Arthur D.
Little had proposed a test method development approach based con
developing a standard accident scenaric and testing water heaters
to those conditions. At a previous meeting CPSC staff expressed
concern that this approach may not produce a test method that

would protect against conditions that could be expected in the
home.

At this meeting staff reiterated its concerns. Mr. Topping
presented a new approach to develop the test method. Mr.
Topplng's new approach is to develcop a method based on a worst
case scenario. The proposed apprecach to address all anticipated
ignition hazards. The new approach is more stringent than an
alternative proposed by CPSC staff, and addresses staff's
concerns. Industry is attempting to develop this approach to
prevent any possibility of a water heater which passes the
standard causing an ignition in the home. Staff supports this
approach, but pointed cut that if this approach isg not
successful, it may be necessary to develop a less stringent



standard which will greatly reduce the number of accidents.

Staff expressed its desire to participate fully in the
preocess, and to share data and information with industry.



