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CPSC ATTENDEES:

Hugh McLaurin, Directorate for Engineering Sciences
Caroleene Paul, Directorate for Engineering Sciences
Renae Rauchschwalbe, Office of Compliance

NON-CPSC ATENDEES:

Name Company

Jan Berman Mechoshades
Cliff Birch Levolor Kirsch
Ken Chang Nien-Made/CustomCraft
Don Fraser Hunter Douglas
Herschel Gavsie Blinds to Go
Richard Hudnut WCMA

Joe Jankoski Hunter Douglas
Carolynn Jennings WCMA

Ren Judkins TechStyles
Tom Marusak Comfortex
Terri McDonnell Rollease

Rory McNeil TechStyles
John Morris Springs

Nick Morrisroe Levolor Kirsch
Howard Siegal Achim

Bray Smith Phase lI

SUMMARY OF MEETING:

Hugh Mclaurin summarized CPSC's anticipated activity on window covering products in
light of recent congressional inquiries on deaths related to the cords of window covering

products. Past and continuing incidents will be formally reviewed in a hazard analysis,
and cost benefits of regulation will be explored. CPSC staff is particularly concerned
with the WCMA's lack of action on stop balls, tension devices, and exposed cords that

are longer than 7.25 inches. Voluntary collaboration between industry and the CPSC is
always preferred.
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Renae Rauchschwalbe summarized the latest incident data, and encouraged industry
members to rise to the challenge of eliminating the remaining hazards posed by
continuous cords (by making the blinds inoperable uniess a tension device is instalied)
and exposed cord lengths (by limited the exposed cord to 7.25 inches in any blind
position).

WCMA members responded with the following:

» regulatory action by CPSC -- members were alarmed that such actions would
proceed without industry input or collaborative analysis of data

» incident data -- members disagreed with the interpretation of a particular near
strangulation incident where the child’s neck was tangled in the tassels and/or inner
cord stops of the exposed pull cord (members believe it clearly did not involve the
inner cord stops), as the experts in their products many members believe the WCMA
should review and analyze the incident data

» economic impact -- it is currently not feasible to raise the cost of a $6 blind to $30 in
order to limit the exposed pull cord to 7.25 inches or to render the blind inoperable
unless a tension device is installed, one member suggested interim steps of
achieving this goal that would spread the cost over time and result in a more gradual
increase in the cost of window blinds

Caroleene Paul stated that CPSC staff will coltaborate with the WCMA and invites an
open dialogue on all issues, including incident data. While CPSC staff recognizes the
economic burden of any design change, it is the government's position to encourage the
industry to uniformly improve the safety of its products. CPSC staff is interested in what
particular steps would be taken to achieve design goals in an economically feasible
manner. :

Carolyn Jennings agreed to form a subcommittee to work with CPSC staff on the above
issues. The current meeting format is inappropriate to discuss each point in detail.
Caroleene Paul will be the CPSC point person for active participation in the
subcommittee task group. The task group will communicate and meet on a more
regular basis to ensure open input from both industry and government perspectives.



