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prepare for the evaluation, then Opened the table for discussion.

Mr. King said that he believed CPSC had reached jts goal but that the agency should
continue to focus on identifying other activities to sustain the reduction in incidents and
continue lowering the death rate,

Mr. Blechschmidt identified ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCls) as the main cause of
the reduct i

short-term survey will be ineffective and not properly represent the agency's work.

A general discussion ensued on how to organize data to revea| underlying patterns that
show CPSC's effectiveness. A range of ideas emerged including:

* Examine electrical injury and death data before and after corrective actions.

* Group products affected by CPSC activities and Compare data with products outside
our activity area.

* Examine three groups of death statistics --
* Those that could have been prevented if protective systems (GFClI, double
insulation, grounding, etc) had been in place
* Those for which no physical intervention was possible
* Those that may have been preventable but were not a CPSC focys

* Classify deaths by situational involvement --
* High voltage / power line
» Cords and other external wiring
* Internal appliance wiring and circuitry faults



» Water, moisture, wet ground
The focus of discussion returned to evaluating GFCls and CPSC's role in increasing their
use in the consumer arena. It was recognized that at least two appliances, hair dryers
and pressure washers, are now required to have GFCis or like protection built into the
appliance to prevent shock when immersed or exposed to water and that death rates
plummeted when those interventions were in effect. But the question remains how to
show GFCl effects in the home environment. The National Electrical Code (NEC)

residential areas and to contrast situations where GFCls are effective with situations
where they are not. We may also want to look for situations where GFCls were in place
but defective, damaged, or incorrectly applied.

The meeting closed with agreement among staff to review In-Depth Investigation reports

(IDIs) to extract more detailed information, to explore methodologies employed by others

in earlier studies (e.g., hairdryer briefing package) and to examine earlier papers, such as
those on CB antenna labeling effectiveness and power tool insulation.



