CPSC MEETING LOG. ,,

Subject: Upholstered Furniture Flammability

pate: July 8, 1997

Place: Society of the Plastics Industry
1801 K St., NW, Washington, DC

CPSC Participant: Dale Ray, Project Manager,
Upholstered Furniture project

Non-CPSC .Participants: Kenneth Adamg, SPI moderator;
9 other speakers on flammability topics;
Sam Christy, Product Safety Letter;
plus attendance by 25-30
representatives of plastics producers,
other industry organizations, and fire
safety groups

Log Entry Source: Dale Ray, EC, x1323
sSummary:

A CPSC spokesperson on upholstered furniture flammability
was invited to speak on the agency’s activities on upholstered
furniture flammability at SPI's Summer 1997 Coordinating
Committee on Fire Safety meeting, held on July 8, 1997. Any
voluntary or proposed mandatory standard pursuant to the
Commission’s ANPR of June 15, 1994, may affect suppliers of
plastic component materials used in upholstered furniture. S8PI
submitted a response to the ANPR in 1994, noting various concerns
about the rulemaking process and urging the Commission to
consider risk and economic data in its decisions about possible
actions to reduce small open flame ignited furniture fires.

Mr. Ray described the ANPR and the CPSC staff’s recent
project activities, and various technical (e.g., testing) issues.
A copy of 22 CPSC presentation slides is attached.

Kurt Reimann, BASF Corporation, also spoke about the
progress of a test method review being conducted by a work group
of ASTM's E-5.15 Subcommittee on Furnishings & Contents (a unit
of ASTM’'s E-5 Committee on Fire Standards). He noted that the
work group was awaiting additional fire hazard and laboratory
test data from CPSC before taking further action toward
developing any new small open flame test method that might be
suitable for incorporation into a voluntary standard. Dr.
Reimann provided no presentation slides or other information but
stated that the work group would be communicating its recent
findings to CPSC in the near future.
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