
u.s. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

4330 EAST WEST HIGHWAY 


BETHESDA, MD 20814 


July 21,2011 

Mr. John McCarthy, ScD., CIH 
President 
Environmental Health & Engineering, Inc. 
117 Fourth Avenue 
Needham, MA 02494-2725 

RE: 	 Freedom of Information Act Request #11-F-00725 : Health data compiled 
as part of lOis on the 51 homes CPSC evaluated as part of the problem 
drywall evaluations 

Dear Mr. McCarthy, ScD., CIH : 

Thank you for your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request seeking 
information from the Commission. The records from the Commission files responsive to 
your request have been processed and copies of the releasable responsive records are 
enclosed . 

Enclosed are copies of an e-mail message from Lori Saltzman, HS (CPSC Staff) 
Re: The 51-Home Study Data and an MS Excel spreadsheet that contains the data you 
requested. 

Thank you for your interest in consumer product safety. The cost to the 
Commission to prepare this information was $35.00. In this case, we have decided to 
waive the charges. Should you have any questions, contact us by letter, facsimile (301) 
504-0127, telephone (301) 504-7923, or e-mail addressed to cpsc-foia@cpsc.gov. 

Sincerely, 

odd A. Stevenson 
Director 
Office of the Secretary 

Enclosures 

mailto:cpsc-foia@cpsc.gov


Heggs, Angela 

From: Stevenson, Todd 
Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2011 7:59 AM 
To: Heggs, Angela 
Cc: Mills, Alberta E, 
Subject: FW: Data request 
Attac hments: lAO spreadsheet 51 home + health,xls 

Make this a request and send him this excel file 

Todd Stevenson 
Director, Office of the Secretary 
Division of Information Management 
Office of Information Technology Services 
US Consumer Product Safety Commission 
(301) 504-6836, Fax (301) 504-0127 

Jack, 

Attached please find the requested 51-Home Study data. In addition to the publicly released 
indoor air analysis data, you will find the requested consumer reported health effects which 
relate to upper and lower respiratory irritation as well as ocular irritation, In order to prevent 
personal identifying information from being publicly released, the reported health effects for 
each participating home have been placed into 3 categories (if no health effects were reported 
for that participating family, then "none" is indicated): 

• 	 Category A consists of reports of ocular irritation including the following symptoms: 
watery eyes, irritated eyes, itchy eyes, burning eyes, dry eyes, blurred vision, red eyes, 
styes or visual problems. 

• 	 Category B denotes upper respiratory effects including reported symptoms such as 
runny nose, sinus problems, sinus infections, sinusitis, post-nasal drip, sneezing, 
nosebleeds, nasal congestion, sore throat, irritated throat, raspy throat, swollen throat, 
cough, cold-like symptoms, allergy-like symptoms. upper respiratory infections. mouth 
pain or metallic taste in mouth. 

• 	 Category C denotes lower respiratory effects including reported symptoms such as 
bronchitis, bronchial problems, mucus, cough, newly diagnosed asthma, exacerbated 
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asthma, aggravated breathing problems, difficulty breathing, shortness of breath, 
aggravated COPD, wheeze, respiratory problems, pneumonia, snoring or tightness in 
their chest. 

Should you have any questions, feel free to contact Joanna at (301) 504-7043. 

Lori 

From: John McCarthy [mailto:JFMcCarthy@eheinc.com] 

Sent: Monday, July 18, 2011 5:53 PM 

To: Saltzman, Lori 

Subject: Data request 


Hello lori, 


I was wondering if you could fulfill a request for me. We have been doing some additional data analysis on the 

environmental data collected during the S1 home study and we felt that is would be useful to do an analysis 

incorporating the health data that was collected by your CPSC team. Therefore, I am making a formal request to 

receive the health data you have compiled as part of your lOis on the S1 homes that you evaluated as part of the 

problem drywall evaluations. 


If we are able to receive the data we will certainly keep you informed of any findings and would expect that you 

and your team would participate in any publications resulting from this work. 


I appreciate your consideration of this request. Please let me know your decision at your earliest convenience. 


Sincerely, 


Jack 


John F. McCarthy, Sc.D., C.I.H. 

President 

Environmental Health &Engineering, Inc. 

117 Fourth Avenue 

Needham, MA 02494-2725 

800-825-5343 (0) 

617-593-7510 (C) 

781-247-4305 (F) 

www.eheinc.com 
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