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SUMMARY OF MEETING: CPSC staff met with Dr. Herman Forsten of DuPont to
discuss testing barrier fabrics with alternate ignition sources. CPSC staff is
familiar with using a No. 5 wooden crib from the British Standard BS5852 as an
igntion source but wanted to discuss DuPont's use of a gas burner to test barrier
fabrics and materials. DuPont is conducting this testing as part of an effort by a
American Furniture Manufacturers Association Flammability Task Group.

Dr. Forsten described the burner used at DuPont and reviewed some of their test
results. The propane fed "T"shaped burner is applied for 40 seconds to the back
of the mockup. Members of the Task Group feel this approach more closely
resembles the challenge to the barrier from a burning cover fabric.

Dr. Forsten indicated a few tests have been conducted on sheet and high loft
barrier fabrics. Some of the barrier fabrics tested self-extinguished, providing
protection to the CAL 117 foam beneath. Dr. Forsten stated that additional tests
are planned to further refine this burner approach.
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Iltem BF-11 on Cal-117
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ltem #20 on Cal-117

after 40-second flame exposure
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Vertical Panel Burn-through of Z-11 2.0 oz. on Cal-117

30-APR-03

27 33 39 45 51 57 63 69 75 81 87
Time - in seconds (3-sec. interval)

Note: "T" burner propane flow = 6.5 I/min,
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Z-112.0 0z. on Cal-117
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Z-112.00z. onCal-117, crib 5
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