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SUMMARY OF MEETING:

Mr. Lee participated in discussions of proposals received by the NFPA to revise the 2002 edition
of the National Electrical Code (NEC), Articles 210, 215, and 220. The NEC is revised in a 3-
year cycle and the new edition will be known as the 2005 edition.
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The topics covered included branch-circuits, feeders, and branch-circuit, feeder, and service
calculations. Most of the proposals involved expansion or revision of the Arc-Fault Circuit-
Interrupter (AFCI) and Ground-Fault Circuit-Interrupter (GFCI) requirements. Panel 2 acted to
require the newly developed “combination” AFCI at the origin of the branch circuit or to be
installed within 6 feet of the panel board using conduit. The CPSC technical staff submitted five
proposals that were reviewed by Code-Making Panel 2 (Panel 2).

One of the CPSC staff’s proposals (VEC proposal No. 2-124) that would require AFClIs for older
homes when the electrical service is upgraded received some support but was below the 2/3
majority required for acceptance. At this time, Panel 2 was not willing to expand the scope of
AFCT installations until receipt of performance data on the new combination AFCIs and on the
2002 NEC requirement for AFCIs on bedroom branch circuits. For the same reason, Panel 2 did
not accept any proposals to add AFCls for other branch circuits in the dwelling.

One of the CPSC staff’s proposals (VEC proposal No. 2-70) that would require GFCI protection
on receptacles in areas that are accessible to the general public received greater than the 2/3
majority required for acceptance when limited to outdoor locations.

The CPSC staff proposal (VEC proposal No. 2-47) to add GFCI protection to additional areas in
dwellings was below the 2/3 required for acceptance. Panel 2 is secking additional information
on the incidents provided before they are willing to accept the proposal. They are also seeking
additional information for shock and/or electrocution incidents near other sinks.

Code-Making Panel 2 discussed and acted upon 369 proposals. The proposals and initial actions
will be included in the “National Electrical Code Committee Report on Proposals”, published by
the NFPA. Balloting during the meeting is provisional until the final balloting is conducted by
mail. The proposals will be published for public comment and discussed and acted on in
December 2003 for possibie inclusion in the 2005 edition of the NEC. The CPSC staff is a non-
voting member of the NEC Code-Making Panel 2.



