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Record of Commission Action 
Commissioners Voting by Ballot* 

Commissioners Voting: 	 Chairman Inez M. Tenenbaum 
Commissioner Thomas H. Moore 
Commissioner Nancy A. Nord 
Commissioner Anne M. Northup 
Commissioner Robert S. Adler 

ITEM: 

Agency Information Collection Activities Prize Competitions and Contests 
(Briefing package dated April 6, 2011) 

DECISION: 

The Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the draft notice in the Federal Register 
that requests approval to conduct information collection activities on a proposed collection of 
information for CPSC-sponsored prize competitions and contests. The notice requests generic 
clearance for the U.S. Office of Management and Budget for approval to sponsor a series of prize 
competitions or contests. Commissioner Northup issued the attached statement about the matter. 

For the Commission: 

Todd A. Stevenson 
Secretary 

* Ballot vote due April 12, 2011 

Attachment: Statement of Commissioner Northup 

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC(2772) * CPSC's Web Site: http://www.cpsc.gov 
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STATEMENT OF COMMISSIONER ANNE M. NORTHUP ON AGENCY INFORMATION COLLECTION ACTIVITIES

PRIZE COMPETITIONS AND CONTESTS 


April 13, 2011 


I voted today to approve a Federal Register notice requesting clearance from the U.S. Office of Management 
and Budget to conduct information collection activities in connection with CPSC-sponsored competitions and 
contests. I did so because I agree that competitions and contests can be a cost-effective way to increase the 
knowledge and awareness of schoolchildren of safety hazards, and to recognize the support of the CPSC's 
product safety mission provided by scientists, business leaders, entrepreneurs and others. 

However, I also wish to express my concern about the amount of taxpayer dollars the agency contemplates 
spending on this program. The notice indicates that seven GS-15 level and three Senior Executive Service level 
employees "would support the contest or award activities annually", for a combined total of almost 1500 hours, 
at a cost to the government of over $100,000. In today's environment of continued economic hardship and out 
of control deficit spending, the President has asked executive agencies to identify ways to reduce their 
spending, and the Congress has and will continue to cut agency budgets. Yet this agency seems not to be 
getting the message. Surely, the CPSC's goal of increasing public awareness and recognizing public support can 
be achieved by delegating responsibility for conducting and grading contests and administering awards 
programs to employees earning less than SES or GS-1S salaries. 

I hope that when the time comes to develop these contests and award programs and to assign agency staff to 
administer them, the agency will be sensitive to our need to better manage our resources. The CPSC has an 
important message to convey, but it should be done in a cost-effective manner that respects the imperative to 
reduce our nation's unsustainable deficit spending. 


