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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

1.8, Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the
Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be
equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains.
History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths
and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between
1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at
least 11 of these incidents resulting In death. All but one of those victims were children.
According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published
interviews, the total number of entrapments Is “underreported,” meaning the true
number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad
stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginla Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State
James Baker, died in her mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot
tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped In the drain in the
family pool and drowned in his father’s arms when he could not be freed from the
powerful force of the suction.

Abigall Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually
died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading
pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection,
such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were
shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do not require the use of these
life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.
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The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the
purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti-
entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming
pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth Is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the
life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions.
Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get
blocked . The purpose of the VGB8 Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe
even when drain covers fall. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at
unnecessary risk. | urge you to change your mind.

Sincerely,
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Make a Better Future ~ Learn from the Past
Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner Robert E. Rofidal
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission President
4330 East West Highway
Bethesda, MD 20814

7125 Bristo! Blvd 952-927-8594
Dear Commissioner Adler, Edina, MN 55435-4109 brofidsl@comcast.net |

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on poo! or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family poo! and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a poo! or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

{.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Cormmissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
" father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

gail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, purnp shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change
e el

your mind.
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commigsion
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act} that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again: '

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change
your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strangly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the
Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be
equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains.
History shows that we cannat rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths
and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between
1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at
least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children.
According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published
interviews, the total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true
number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad
stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginla Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State
James Baker, died in her mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot
tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the
family pool and drowned in his father's arms when he could not be freed from the

powerful force of the suction,

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually
died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading
pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection,
such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems, We were
shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do not require the use of these
life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.
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The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the
purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti-
entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming
pool and spa laws incorporating severa! layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the
life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions.
Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get
blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe
even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at
unnecessary risk. | urge you to change your mind.
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub,

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s ruiles do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. 1 urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,



Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

1 strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Poo! & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC}, between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful farce of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act} that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injurles that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1993-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub,

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped In the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction,

Abigall Taylor 4 six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems, We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fall. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change
your mind.
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May 20, 2010

Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

We the community rely on your efforts to protect us and our children. You are the national
agency that protects us and more importantly those that are unable to share their voice in the

matter of pool safety, specifically our children.

[ strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme
Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up
safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains. History shows that we cannotrely
on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious injuries that are caused by

pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there
have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents
resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children. According to testimony from the
CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the total number of entrapments is
“underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC
statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the
VGB Act to prevent anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James
Baker, died in her mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family
pool and drowned in his father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of

the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died
from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as
vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see
that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do not require the use of these life-saving devices. In
addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now been removed from the grant
program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the
law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to



encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating
several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or
spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual
drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB
Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even when drain covers fail. Because of
your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. [ urge you to change your mind.

Sincerely, |,

Paige Bitgham
4626 Edgebrook Place
Edina MN 55424



Hon. Robert Adler JU«" oy ?WJ

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

4330 East West Highway s
Bethesda, MD 20814 .

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.,

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State lames Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

\‘4 Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VUGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the
Virginia Graeme Baker Poo! & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be
equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains.
History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horribie deaths
and serious injuries that are caused by pooi and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between
1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at
least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children.
According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published
interviews, the total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true
number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad
stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginla Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State
James Baker, died in her mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot
tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the
family pool and drowned in his father’s arms when he could not be freed from the
powerful force of the suction.

Abigall Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually
died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading
pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection,
such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were
shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do not require the use of these
life-saving devices. in addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.
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The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the
purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti-
entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming
pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC's interpretation
undermines that intent,

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the
life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions.
Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get
blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe
even when drain covers fall, Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at
unnecessary risk. | urge you to change your mind,

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the
Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be
equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains.
History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths
and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC}, between
1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at
least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children.
According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published
interviews, the total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true
number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad
stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again;

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State
lames Baker, died in her mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot

tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the
family pool and drowned in his father's arms when he could not be freed from the

powerful force of the suction,

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually
died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading
pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection,
such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were
shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do not require the use of these
fife-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact poo! and spa safety laws.
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The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the
purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti-
entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming
pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent,

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the
life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions.
Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get
blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe
even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at
unnecessary risk. 1urge you to change your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly ur§e you Yo reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the
Virginia Graeme Baloer Poot & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be
equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains.
History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths
and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between
1998-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at
least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children.
According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published
interviews, the total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true
number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad
stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State
James Baker, died in her mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot
fub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the
family pool and drowned in his father's arms when he could not be freed from the
powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually
died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading
pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection,
such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were
shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do not require the use of these
fife-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

3021 Vernon Aue. Sutte 164
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The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the
purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti-
entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming
pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the
life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions.
Even pools with dual draliys 8fe not safe without a back-up, because drains can get
blocked . The purposa of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe
even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at
unnecessary risk. ! urge you to change your mind.

Sincerely,

S
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the
Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be
equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains.
History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths
and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between
1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at
least 11 of these incidents resuiting in death. All but one of those victims were children.
According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published
interviews, the total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true
number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad
stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State
lames Baker, died in her mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot

tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the
family pool and drowned in his father’s arms when he could not be freed from the
powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-oid from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually
died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading

pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection,
such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were
shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do not require the use of these
life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.
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The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the
purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti-
entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming
pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CP5C’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the
life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions.
Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get
blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe
even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at
unnecessary risk. 1 urge you to change your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the
Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be
equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains.
History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths
and serious Injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between
1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at
least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children.
According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published
interviews, the total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true
number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad
stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again;

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State
James Baker, died in her mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot

tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the
family pool and drowned in his father’s arms when he could not be freed from the

powerful force of the suction.

Abigall Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually
died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading

pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection,
such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were
shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do not require the use of these
life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

5021 Vernon Aue, Suite 164
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The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the
purpose of the law is to “improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti-
entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming
pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CP5C’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the
life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions.
Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get
blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe
even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at
unnecessary risk. | urge you to change your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigall Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC'’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely, .
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the
Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be
equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains.
History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths
and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between
1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at
least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children.
According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published
interviews, the total number of entrapments is "underrepor/ted,” meaning the true
number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad
stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State
lames Baker, died in her mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot

tub,

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the
family pool and drowned in his father’s arms when he could not be freed from the
powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually
died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading
pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection,
such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were
shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do not require the use of these
life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

phone e-mail mail



The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the
purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti-
entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming
pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s Interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the
life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions.
Even pools with dual drains are not safe withaut a back-up, because drains can get
blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas wouid be safe
even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at
unnecessary risk. | urge you to change your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway Received CPSC

Bethesda, MD 20814
200 JUN-3 A it 27

Dear Commissioner Adler,

Offi
| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requiremer’;gﬁ! ?lget Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CP5C), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were chlldren. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’'s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigall Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety iaws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas wouid be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
——
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissicner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
maother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating severai layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments,

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State lames Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.,

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CP5C’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind,

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act} that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

! strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the
Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be
equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains.
History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alane to prevent the horrible deaths
and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between
1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at
least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children.
According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published
interviews, the total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true
number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad
stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State
James Baker, died in her mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot

tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drainin the
family pool and drowned in his father's arms when he could not be freed from the
powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually
died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading

pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection,
such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were
shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do not require the use of these
life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
heen removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

5021 vernon Ave. Suile 164
wuMy obbeyshope.org phone (612) 388.5350 e-mail nfo@obbeyshope.org mafl Etding, Minnesota 55436



The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the
purpose of the law is to "improve poal and spa safety through the use of anti-
entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming
pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the
life of a pool or spa, evert when the owners and operators have the best of intentions.
Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get
blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe
even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at

unnecessary risk. | urge you to change your mind.

Sincerely,

5021 Vernon Ave. Suite 164
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventuaily died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pooi and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.




Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems, We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction,

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the faw is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. 1 urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1993-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in 3 wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,

Pl




_+i6h. Robert Adler
Commissioner
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway
Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC}, between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’'s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent,

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change
your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public poois and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resuiting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’'s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon, Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1993-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change
your mind.

Sincerely,
7z

Y,

AL T BOR DONALY
‘5300 W Fort St
EDiNA MN 55 39



-

Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act} that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
totat number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State lames Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State larnes Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

Ail of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems, We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pcols with dua! drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely, | «
"l sl
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

Ali of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and o encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change
your mind.

Sincerely, &Mﬂ/@ ( g/L’U
Mas o Z) ey itan, Lieo/
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerfui force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change
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your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

} strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {(VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), bétween 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resuiting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. in addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

A

your mind.



Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC}), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. Ali but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now

~ been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. |1 urge you to change

your mind.
Sincerely, s
/



Wy 20, 2000
Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC}, between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’'s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC}, between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting In death. Ali but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these fife-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC's interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adier

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler.

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {(VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa dralns. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
10t require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and soa safetv laws

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatorv swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincescly,



Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act} that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simpie truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely, l . M G e'\«:ltrv-\
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigall Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CP5C’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is "underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,

2 Boe



Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strangly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {(VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains, History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horribie deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC}, between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind,

Sincerely,



Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death, Ali but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change
your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resuiting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change
your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commmissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have heen 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adier,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths wouid have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of fhe law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.,

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohh, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has how
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler
Commissioner
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway
Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

] strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cobn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. 1 urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adier,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these fife-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. 1 urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,” ™\
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

! strongly urge you to recansider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGS Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on draln covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginla Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Ablgall Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, fost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injurles caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’'s rules do
not reguire the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equiprment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to “improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating severat layers of protection.” The CPSC's interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of Intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our chiidren witl be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change
your rind.

Sincerely,

(952 Py a-7603



Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

i strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a3 pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

L @é%” e
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC's interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. 1 urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,

XN Lee



Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children, According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC's interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get biocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. [ urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,

vusSuf ABRD.
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act} that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpase of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act} that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
heen removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,



Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State lames Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sipeerely,

W



Hon, Robert Adler
Commissioner
U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission

4330 East West Highway
Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the
Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be
equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains.
History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths
and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC}, between
1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at
least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were chi dren.
According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published
interviews, the total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the tri.2
number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad
stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State
James Baker, died in her mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot
tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the
family pool and drowned in his father’s arms when he could not be freed from the
powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually
died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading

pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protégtion,
such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were
shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do not require the use of these
life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.
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The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the
purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti-
entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming
pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the
life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions.
Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get
blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe
even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at
unnecessary risk. | urge you to change your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {(VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {(CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.
The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,

because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,



Hew-Roubert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act]} that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC], between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’'s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systemns, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change
,-//—\\'

your mind. e

Sincerely,



—
Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State lames Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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—
Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

J.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool!
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub,

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the faw is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading poal.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.
The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,

because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the
Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be
equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains.
History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths
and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments,

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between
1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at
least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children.
According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published
interviews, the total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true
number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad
stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State
James Baker, died in her mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot

tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-cld from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the
family pool and drowned in his father’s arms when he couid not be freed from the
powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually
died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading
pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection,
such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were
shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do not require the use of these
life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.
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The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the
purpose of the law is to “improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti-
entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming
pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the
life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions.
Even pools with dusl drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get
blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe
even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at
unnecessary risk. | urge you to change your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adier,

{ strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigall Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa faws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.
The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,

because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

Sincerely,

your mind.
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

'_—-4\
Abigall Taylor a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. in addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.
The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,

because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler )
Commissioner ’g’ 2K {

¢t 0
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission /
4330 East West Highway
Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State james Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigall Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’'s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’'s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. in addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.
The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,

because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. 1 urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely, %"""’"—\



Hon. Robert Adier

Commissoner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East Wegt Highway

Bethesda, MD 20614

Dear Commisdoner Adler,

{ drongly urge you to reconsider your vote toremove the requirernent in theVirginia Graerne Baker Pool& Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pook and spas be equipped with backllip sofety devices ta prevent entraprment by pool
or spa drains. Higory showstha we cannatrely on draincovers aione to prevent the horrible dea hs and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and ga entrapments,

Accarding to the US Consurner Product Safety Commisdon {CPSC), between 1999 008, there have been 83
reported entrapmentson pool or spa drains, with & least 11 of these incidents resuking in death. Al but one of those
victims were children. Accordingtotegimony fromthe CPSC at Senate hearings and throughpublshed interviews, the
tota number of entrapmentsis "underreported,” meaning thetrue number of entrapment sk far greater thancurrent
CPSCstatistics. The terribly sad dories of the deaths of three chidren spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything kke this from occeurning again:

¥irginla Graeme Baker, the seven Qearbld granddaughter of former Secretary of S ae James Baker, died in her
mother'sarms ater she sat onthe underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a axYear[bid from Connecticut became entrapped in thedrain in the family pool and drownedin his
father's arms when he could not be freed fromthe powerful force of the suction.

Abigeil Taylor, 2 sx fear bid fromMinnesota, log most of her integines and eventudly died fromthe injuries caused by
her entrapmenton an uncovered dran in awading pool.

Ali ofthese deathswould have been prevented by backp layers of protection, such as vacuumiBreaking
devices, pump shut Bff systems, or gravity systems. Wewere shocked to see that, bec ause of your vote, CPSC'srules do
niot require theuse of these life Baving devices In addition, the requirement for backiip safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for sta es that enact pool and ga safety laws.

The report fromthe Senate committee that passed the VGB Act gatesthat the purpose of the law isto "improve
pooland a safety throught he use of anti Britrapment devices and to encourage date adoption of minirmum
rmanda ory saimming pool and spalaws neorporating several layers of protection.” The CPC'sinterpret dion
undermines that ntent.

The simple truthisthat dran covers come off or break over the course of the ife of a pool or spa, even when
the cwners and operators havethe bed ofintentions. Bven poolswith dual drains are not safe without abackiip,
because drans can get blocked = The purpose of the YGB Act was to ensure that pookand paswould be safe even
vhen drain coversfail  Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge youto change

your rmind.

Sncerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1995-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub,

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain In the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. in addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,




Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, Jost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,




Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. 1urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,

e Prpan

Pagmn [Rr/Sen e, [~<
Joos ??Los/ecf Al LR

Setlec  Cp 7272/



™ Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner
U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission

4330 East West Highway
Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act} that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to “improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool ar spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge.you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway ‘

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.
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Sincerely, //
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ton. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State lames Baker, died in her
mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. 1 urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entraprments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC's interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

{ strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act} that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’'s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. 1 urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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~—Han, Robert Adler
Commissioner
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway
Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigall Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Rabert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda. MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge vou to reconsider vour vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act} that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
iniuries that are caused bv pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family poof and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigalil Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to “Improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change
vour mind. e N

P
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Hon. Robert Adier

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horribie deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind,

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool,

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely, M‘/{/ 4
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

i strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,




’ / Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub,

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he couid not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.
The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,

because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. 1 urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Poo! & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. '

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. in addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our chiidren will be put at unnecessary risk. ! urge you to change

your mind.
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Hon. Robert Adler
Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway Received CPSC

Bethesda, MD 20814
00 JN-y A g 29
Office of the Secretary . $pa

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Gr§&f)fe Baker
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

Dear Commissioner Adler,

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC}), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. Accerding to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, iost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
heen removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming poo! and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPS(C’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.
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Hon. Robert Adler
Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission Received CPSC
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814 12010 JUIN-3 A ll: 27
Dear Commissioner Adler, Office of the Secretary

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resuiting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigall Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC's interpretation

undermines that intent.
The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,

because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,

% o A U



Hon. Robert Adler
Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission Received cPSC
4330 East West Highway
Bethesda, MD 20814 200 MAY 271 A WG 22

nffice of the Secretary
Offic irs

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments,

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’'s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner
U.S. Consumer Product §afety Commission

4330 East West Highwey Received CPSC
Bethesda, MD 20814
2010 MAY 28 A ¢ 10
Dear Commissioner Adler,
Office of the Secretary \

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote 0 remove the requirement in theg Virginia ¢t8me Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on draifs covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments,

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entramsifts o pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were chﬂdfen. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State fames Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to “improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or sps, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even poois with dual drains are not safe withowt a back-ug,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe aven
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge ygu to chanfge

your mind.

Sincerely,
A \

) !’:’f ,75;/3"/ : N1
NG 19 b f L i



Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongu urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
hecause drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our childr i t at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change
ind
your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC}), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resuiting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to “improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.
The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,

because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {(VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by poo!
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1899-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were cnildren. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’'s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in 3 wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection."” The CPSC's interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. 1 urge you to change

your mind.
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & $a
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spadrains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the USConsumer Product Safety Commission (GPS0), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
vidimswere children. According to testimony from the (P at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapmentsis of wf §1réJ (3 dneaning the true number of entrapments s far greater than current
OPCstatistics The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of Sate James Baker, died in her
Po0$ne arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
23St arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventudly died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on ed drain in awading pool. ‘

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, / t {/[£ rulesdo
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGBAct statesthat the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devioes and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating severa layers of protection." The/t{/| interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simpie truth isthat drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dua drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain coversfail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sncerely,

/[ Jalef



“""Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adier,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

1).S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,

21274 %Q& Q) Y ;
@;;? A Sg w0 2
f/oﬂo%ébﬁz?@y



Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Congumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adier,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death, All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. hen . Shewan Yy DrovA

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws,

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentlons. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.



Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act} that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pooi
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pooi or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 3h€ 45 MY Son's £riend.
— —_—

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to “improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely, -

Tor BlumenTHAL



“Hon- Robert Adler
Commissioner
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway
Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Poo! & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act} that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resuiting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and thraugh published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he couid not be freed from the powerfui force of the suction,

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

Al of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws,

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break gver the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail, Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U S Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

i strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the reguirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consummer Product Safety Commission {(CPSC}, between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State tames Baker, died in her
mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of 3 hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

Al of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several {ayers of protection.” The CPSC's interpretation

undermines that intent.

The wimple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
hecause drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even

whenr drain covers fail. Secause of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. 1 urge you to change

your mind.
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
‘Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by poo! and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. ! urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker
Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to
prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to
prevent the horrible deaths and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been
83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All
but one of those victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and
through published interviews, the total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true
number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths
of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent anything like this from occurring

again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State fames Baker,
died in her mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and
drowned in his father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the
injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as
vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that,
because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the
requirement for back-up safety equipment has now been removed from the grant program for states

that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to
"improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state
adoption of minimum mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of
protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation undermines that intent.



The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even
when the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe
without a back-up, because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that
pools and spas would be safe even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will

be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change your mind.

Sincerely, . .
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumaer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I'stron iy urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the hﬂgle deaths and sgggg
%igig[igs’: that are caused by pool and spa entrapments, -

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and thraugh published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. -

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s armns when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. e
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Ablgall Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. '

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
riot require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,




Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC}, between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’'s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on poo! or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub,

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.




Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Poo! & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreporied,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. 1 urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,




Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’'s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC's interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,



Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC}, between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. Ali but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC's interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas wouid be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I' strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CP5C’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe withouta back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change
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your mind.
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the
Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be
equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains.
History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths
and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between
1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at
least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children.
According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published
interviews, the total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true
number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad
stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State
James Baker, died in her mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot

tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the
family pool and drowned in his father’s arms when he could not be freed from the

powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually
died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading
pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection,
such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were
shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do not require the use of these
life-saving devices. In addition, the regquirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety faws.
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The repart from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that
purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti- )
entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming
pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the coursé of the

life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions.
Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get
blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe
even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at

unnecessary risk. | urge you to change your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

1 strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigall Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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: HO" fobert Adler
tssioner
U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission

East West Highway
Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’'s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC's interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind,

Sincerely, &3; 3%7[\5 Q &)“IJ
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on poo! or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC's interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. 1 urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {(VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC}, between 19939-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with st last 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Smcerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on poo!l or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to “improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. [ urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1993-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, fost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act} that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC}, between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreparted,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’'s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family poo! and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by

her entrapment an an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPS(C’'s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even poois with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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, Hon. Robert Adler
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Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

2achary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC'’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,



Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginla Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigall Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC's interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. 1 urge you to change
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC}, between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commmissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resuiting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems, We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.
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Carlotta M. Shearson
1 Ridge View Terrace « Cornwall, NY 12518 « 845-534-9110 « cshearson@hvce.rr.com

Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Satety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda. MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme
Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety
devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers
alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Conunission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there
have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in
death. All but one of those victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate
hearings and through published interviews, the total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning
the true number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the
deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent anything like this from

occurring again:

¢Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker,
died in her mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

e Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and
drowned in his father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

e Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the
injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-
breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of
your vote, CPSC’s rules do not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement
for back-up safety equipment has now been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and

spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law
is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state
adoption of minimum mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.”
The CPSC’s interpretation undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa,
even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe
without a back-up, because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools
and spas would be safe even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put

at unnecessary risk. [ urge you to change your mind.

Sincerely, ,
Coditte Vh s —

Cartotta M. Shearson
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resuiting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent. "

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethasda, MD 20814

Dear Commissicner Adler,

i strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the
Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act {VGB Act) that public pools and spas be
equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains.
History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths
and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between
1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at
least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. Ali but one of those victims were children.
According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published
interviews, the total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true
number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad
stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State
James Baker, died in her mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot

tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the
family pool and drowned in his father’'s arms when he could not be freed from the
powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually
died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading
pool.

Ali of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection,
such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were
shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do not require the use of these
life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.
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The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the
purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti-
entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming
pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the
life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions.
Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get
blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe
even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at
unnecessary risk. | urge you to change your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC's interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,




Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public poois and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. in addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

Sincerely, M}\‘ (ﬁ%}
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {(VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC}, between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-oid granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction,

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC}, between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’'s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up iayers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equ:pment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CP5C at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. 1 urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,




Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.




Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {(VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad storles of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’'s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigall Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consurner Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change
your mind.

Sipderely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change
your mind.

Sincerely, \JM’_\__



Hon. Robert Adier

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

i strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub,

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked 1o see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change
your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pooi and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction,

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventuaily died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool,

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change
your mind.
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Sincerely, -
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & 5pa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again;

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. 1urge you to change
your mind.

Sincerely



Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Poo! & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC}, between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three chitdren spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family poof and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change
your mind.

Sincerely,

Manel. &. RoRiygsow



Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act {VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains, History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State lames Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’'s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. tn addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC's interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a poo! or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-oid from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. in addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.”" The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

2achary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change
your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act [VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’'s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,



Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda. MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
poo! and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely, W éﬂ éu/( /‘\’



Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public poois and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resuiting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’'s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,



Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments,

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC's interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

| strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by poo! and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent
anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation

undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

SincerelY ~
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Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything tike this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws.

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.” The CPSC's interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

your mind.

Sincerely, {
( D / ‘
NSO |



Hon. Robert Adler

Commissioner

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Commissioner Adler,

i strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa
Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resuiting in death. All but one of those
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the
total number of entrapments is “underreported,” meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent

anything like this from occurring again:

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her
mother’s arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub.

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his
father’s arms when he could not be freed from the powerfu! force of the suction.

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool.

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC’s rules do
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws,

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to “improve
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC’s interpretation
undermines that intent.

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up,
because drains can get blocked . The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. | urge you to change

Sincerel
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your mind.
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The Honorable Robert Adler

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Suite 502

Bethesda, MD 20814-4408

RE: Unblockable Drains Provision of the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act

Dear Commissioner Adler:

On behalf of Safe Kids USA, a member of Safe Kids Worldwide (hereinafter “Safe Kids™), we are
writing once again to reiterate our position on the unblockable drains provision of the Virginia
Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act). Safe Kids respectfully disagrees with your
contention that a swimming pool or spa with a single main drain can be made “unblockable” by
the simple installation of a drain cover that meets certain dimensions. In light of the CPSC’s
recent investigation, and the possibility that drain covers installed in pools and spas today may
not protect against entrapment, we urge you to reconsider your vote if given the opportunity.
As stated in our June 9, 2010 letter to you, we still believe the following:

L. “Unblockable Drain” Not “Unblockable Drain Cover” Triggers Additional Laver of
Protection Exemption

According to the VGB Act, Section [404(c)(1)(A), public pools and spas in the U.S. must be
equipped with both an anti-entrapment drain cover and another layer of anti-entrapment
protection unless the pool or spa has an “unblockable drain”. Significantly, “unblockable
drain” is defined earlier in the Act as “‘a drain of any size and shape that a human body cannot
sufficiently block to create a suction entrapment hazard™ (emphasis added). In other words, if
a drain, as opposed to a drain cover, is of a certain size and possesses characteristics that make
entrapment impossible, then the second layer of protection is not needed.

Safe Kids believes that the CPSC was misguided in their reading of the Act by erroneously
allowing a drain coupled with a drain cover of specific larger dimensions to be considered an
“unblockable drain™. A dangerous drain outlet cannot be made fully safe by only using an

1391,Pénnsylvan|a Avenue, NW. Suite 1000 Washington. DC 20004  tel 202-662-0600 fax 202-393-2072

www safekids org



2

anti-entrapment drain cover. The Act, in our view and by its plain language, does not
allow for an exemption to the requirement for a second layer of protection simply by
using an “unblockable drain cover™ over an otherwise hazardous single drain outlet.
Safety demands and the Act requires that the all-important second layer of anti-
entrapment protection also be used.

II. Significant Entrapment Risk if Additional Layer of Protection is not Installed

Under the current CPSC requirements, the use of the so called “unblockable drain
cover” will trigger an exemption of the additional layer of protection. As a result, there
will be a significant entrapment risk should that drain cover come off, and we know
that they often do. In fact, the CPSC staff mentions this very possibility and the
accompanying dangerous risk it poses in its technical guidance. Such a situation would
create a serious threat to swimmers and bathers, and would thwart the intent of the law.
The law should be interpreted so as to require an additional layer of protection if
the main drain itself is not unblockable.

Safe Kids is extremely appreciative of the CPSC’s work to enforce the VGB Act, and hopes
that you will reconsider your interpretation of unblockable drains. The VGB Act, which bears
Graeme's name, was carefully crafted so as to best protect swimmers, especially children, from
suction entrapment. The Act should be implemented and the marketplace policed in a manner
consistent with that goal. Safe Kids has often testified to the need for multiple safeguards; in
Nancy's testimony to the Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Subcommittee on
Consumer Affairs, Product Safety and Insurance on May 3, 2006, she said, “each of these
layers is meant to provide protection should the prior one fail for any reason. And this is the

answer to the danger of entrapment”,

The CPSC*s on-going investigation is alarming as it casts significant doubt into the
efficacy of the very devices we have fought for so long to promote. While we have faith
that the CPSC will fully examine the adequacy of testing protocols/flow ratings for drain
covers, without an end date for this investigation, an additional layer of protection is

needed now more than ever.

The summer season is rapidly approaching and we hope your will considering changing your
vote in order to ensure that an “unblockable drain cover” is no substitute for an “unblockable
drain”. As always, Safe Kids looks forward to working with you and the CPSC on this and

other issues in the future.

W alacs &)\QJ__C.:\%W

Tanya Chin Ross Nancy Baker

Sincerely,

= Director of Public Policy Parent Advocate



Letter r\@\jwcf@ VEBA decisim

Justice, Colin
R T N - VAR
From: Fong-Swamidoss, Jana
Sent: Wednesday, June 16, 2010 11:02 AM
To: Adler, Robert; Levine, Jason; Justice, Colin; McCardell, Ophelia
Subject: FW: Message from Email Form
From: Reilly, Kathleen
Sent: Wednesday, June 16, 2010 10:41 AM
To: Fong-Swamidoss, Jana
Subject: FW: Message from Email Form
HI.
Fyi, this came into the public folder.
Kathleen Reilly
US Consumer Product Safety Commission
Public Affairs Specialist
Tek (301) 504-7222
kreilly@cpsc.gov
PoolSafety.gov

From: emailform@cpsc.gov [mailto:emailform@cpsc.gov]
Sent: Friday, June 11, 2010 10:18 AM

To: Information Center

Subject: Message from Email Form

06/11/2010 10:17:58

Name = Ryan Milakovich
Organization/Affiliation =

Daytime Phone = 469-8939-6931

E-mail address = J_Quaffer@msn.com

Message = Dear CPSC Commissioners, Please reconsider your recent vote regarding the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool
and Spa Safety Act. The interpretation of the act is egregiously erroneous, going against the intent of congress.
Fundamentally the act requires a multiple iayer approach to safety and in so provides adequate safety. The council’s
interpretation simply attempts to address the end resuit of the Act and not the intention of the Act. This would be like a
stubborn child emptying his plate of unappetizing dinner onto the floor when told to clean his plate by his mother. The end
result is achieved but the child in no way approached following the intentions of his mother. Reconsider your votes and
approach the interpretation from the intent of the Act, multiple layers of safety. Regardless of the number of accidents or
the industry costs, how the Act is applied if not the place to address these points. These points should be address thru
legislation. In conclusion please reconsider your recent vote regarding the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool and Spa Safety
Act and find and implementation that has multiple layers of safety. Do more the clean your plate, actually eat your

vegetables. Sincerely, Ryan Milakovich
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