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WAR 1 2011 


Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the 

Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be 
equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains. 

History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths 

and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 

1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, With at 

least 11 of these Incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children. 

According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published 
interviews, the total number of entrapments Is "underreported," meaning the true 

number of entrapments Is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad 
stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Vll'llnla Graeme Baker, the seve~year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State 

James Baker, died in her mother'S arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot 

tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a slx-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped In the drain in the 

family pool and drowned in his father's arms when he could not be freed from the 
powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually 
died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading 

pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, 
such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were 

shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do not require the use of these 

life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 
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The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the 

purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti­

entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming 
pool and spa laws Incorporating several layers of protection.H The CPSC's interpretation 
undermines that intent 

The simple truth Is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the 
life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions. 
Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get 

blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe 
even when drain covers fall. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at 

unnecessary risk. I urge you to change your mind. 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner Robert E. Rofldal 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission President 

4330 East West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

7125 Bristol Blvd 952-927-8594 

Dear Commissioner Adler, Edina, MN 55435-4109 broftdal@tomtast.net 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force ofthe suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 
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Han. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East 'West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool &Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

.... or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is Hunderreported,II meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Vlfllnla Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

. father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

pil Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSt's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 
undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 


because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 


when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 


your mind. -
Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurritig again: 

Virllnia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MC 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the 

Virginia Graeme Baker POQI " Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pooll; and spas be 

equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains. 

History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths 

and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 

1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at 

least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children. 

According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published 

interviews, the total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true 

number of entrapments Is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad 

stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State 

James laker, died in her mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot 

tub. 

Zachary Cohn. a slx-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped In the drain in the 

famllv pool and drowned in his father's arms when he could not be freed from the 

powerful force of the suction. 

Ablpll Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually 

died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading 

pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, 

such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity sYlitems. We were 

shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do not require the use of these 

IIfe-5aving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment hili now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 
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The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the 

purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti· 

entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatorv swimming 

pool and spa laws incorporating several lavers of protection." The CPSCs interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the 

life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions. 

Even pools With dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get 

blocked. The purpose ofthe VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe 

even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at 

unnecessarv risk. I urge you to change your mind. 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda. MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSCl, between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year--old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the pu rpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Han. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the VIrginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published Interviews, the 
total number of entrapments Is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Vlralnla Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a slx-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped In the drain in the family pool and drowned In his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "Improve 
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 
undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 
because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fall. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 
your mind. 
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May 20,2010 

HOft. R.obert Adler 
Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

We the community rely on your efforts to protect us and our children. You are the national 
agency that protects us and more importantly those that are unable to share their voice in the 

[ matter of pool safety, specifically our children. 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme 
Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up 
safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely 
on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious injuries that are caused by 
pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there 
have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents 
resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children. According to testimony from the 
CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the total number of entrapments is 
·'underreported." meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC 
statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the 
VGB Act to prevent anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James 
Baker. died in her mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family 
pool and drowned in his father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of 
the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died 
from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as 
vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see 
that, because ofyour vote,CPSC's rules do not require the use of these life-saving devices. In 
addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now been removed from the grant 
program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the 
law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to 



encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating 
several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or 
spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual 
drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB 
Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even when drain covers fail. Because of 
your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. ( urge you to change your mind. 

Sincerely, 1 , , 

pa;:j:!JL­
4626 Edgebrook Place 
Edina MN 55424 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool &Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

fathers arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

;4 	Abigail Taylor, a Six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these tife-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The repc.rt from the Senate committee that passed the vee Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the 

Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be 

equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains. 

History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths 

and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 

1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at 

least 11 of these Incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children. 

According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published 

interviews, the total number of entrapments is "underreported, II meaning the true 

number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad 

stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State 

James Baker, died In her mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot 

tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped In the drain in the 

family pool and drowned in his father's arms when he could not be freed from the 

powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually 

died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain In a wading 

pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, 

such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were 

shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do not require the use of these 

life-saving devices. In addition. the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

www (Hq mail 



The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the 

purpose of the law Is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti­

entrapment devices and to encoura,e state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming 

pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that Intent. 

The simple truth Is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the 

life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions. 

Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get 

blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe 

even when drain covers fall. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at 

unnecessary risk. I urge you to change your mind. 

Sincerely, 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the 


Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be 


equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains. 


History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths 


and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 


According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (Cpsq, between 

1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at 

least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children. 

According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published 

interviews, the total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true 

number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad 

stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State 

James Baker, died in her mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot 

tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the 

family pool and drowned in his father's arms when he could not be freed from the 

powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually 

died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading 

pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, 

such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were 

shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do not require the use of these 

life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 
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The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the 

purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti­

entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming 

pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the 

life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions. 

Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get 

blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe 

even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at 

unnecessary risk. I urge you to change your mind. 

Sincerely, 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urlt you ~ reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the 

Virginia Graeme BP' Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be 

equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains. 

History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths 

and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 

1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at 

least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children. 

According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published 

interviews, the total number of entrapments is flunderreported," meaning the true 

number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad 

stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State 

James Baker, died in her mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot 

tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the 

family pool and drowned in his father's arms when he could not be freed from the 

powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually 

died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading 

pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, 

such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were 

shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do not require the use of these 

life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 
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The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the 

purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti­

entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming 

pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the 

life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions. 

Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get 

blocked. The purpose oftfw VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe 

even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at 

unnecessary risk. I urge you to change your mind. 

Sincerely, 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the 

Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be 

equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains. 

History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths 

and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSCl, between 

1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at 

least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children. 

According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published 

interviews, the total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true 

number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad 

stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State 

James Baker, died in her mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot 

tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the 

family pool and drowned in his father's arms when he could not be freed from the 

powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually 

died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading 

pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, 

such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were 

shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do not require the use of these 

life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 
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The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the 

purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti­

entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming 

pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the 

life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions. 

Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get 

blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe 

even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at 

unnecessary risk. I urge you to change your mind. 

Sincerely, 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda. MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the 

Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be 

equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains. 

History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths 

and serious Injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 

1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at 

least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children. 

According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published 

interviews, the total number of entrapments is lIunderreported," meaning the true 

number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad 

stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again; 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State 

James Baker, died in her mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot 

tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the 

family pool and drowned in his father's arms when he could not be freed from the 

powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually 

died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading 

pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, 

such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were 

shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do not require the use of these 

life-saving deVices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 
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The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the 

purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti­

entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming 

pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the 

life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions. 

Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get 

blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe 

even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at 

unnecessary risk. I urge you to change your mind. 

Sincerely, 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MO 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the VifBinia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abipll Taytor, a slx-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool 

All ofthese deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler. 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the 

Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be 

equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains. 

History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths 

and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 

1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at 

least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children. 

According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published 

interviews, the total number of entrapments is "underreported." meaning the true 

number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad 

stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Vlrllnla Graeme Baker, the seven-year;old granddaughter of former Secretary of State 

James Baker, died in her mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot 

tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the 

family pool and drowned in his father's arms when he could not be freed from the 

powerful force of the suction. 

Abllall Taytor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually 

died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading 

pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, 

such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were 

shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do not require the use of these 

life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 
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The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the 

purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti­

entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming 

pool and spa laws Incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's Interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the 

life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions. 

Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get 

blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe 

even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at 

unnecessary risk. I urge you to change your mind. 
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Hon. Robert Adler 
Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product 5afety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 
 Received CPSCBethesda, MD 20814 

2810 JUN - 3 A Jl: 21Dear Commissioner Adler, 

Officeoft~1.l
I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement rn tlieFOf'IllCi Q.-datur: Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these inCidents resulting in death. All but one of those 
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published Interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "'underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 
anything like this from occurring again: 

VI.... nla Graerne Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tUb. 

zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain In the family pool and drowned in his 
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Ablpll Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.If The CPSC's interpretation 
undermines that intent. 

The simple truth Is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 
because drains can get bJocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 
your mind. 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

/ strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool &Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is " underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

fathers arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several/ayers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. / urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force ofthe suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saVing devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection. It The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The Simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act {VGB Act} that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC}, between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a Six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving deVices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 
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Han. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda. MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the 

Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be 

equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains. 

History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths 

and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission {CPSC}, between 

1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at 
least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children. 

According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published 

interviews, the total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true 

number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad 

stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Vlralnla Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State 

James Baker, died in her mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot 

tub. 

ladlary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the 

family pool and drowned in his father's arms when he could not be freed from the 
powerful force of the suction. 

Ablpll Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually 

died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading 

pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, 

such as vacuum-breaking deVices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were 

shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do not require the use of these 

life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

SOl] Vernon AUf. 511it9164 
phone (612) 388.5350 moll !::dina, Mlf'lnesota 55436 



The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the 

purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti­

entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming 

pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the 

life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions. 

Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get 

blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe 

even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at 

unnecessary risk. I urge you to change your mind. 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999~2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year~old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut~off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life~saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti~entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old grandda ughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mothers arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

fathers arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool &Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 

~?d 

GEORGE F. RICE 




Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety CommiSSion 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda. MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



/HfSi1:' Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool &Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 ofthese incidents resulting in death. A" but one ofthose 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 


mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 


Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 


father'S arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 


Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 


mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 


undermines that intent. 


The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the Ufe of a pool or spa, even when 


the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 


because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 


when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 


your mind. 


Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported,n meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker. the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas wou Id be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda. MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is tlunderreported,tI meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



,.-----
Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History "hows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

fathers arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, ' . . r ~ J .I 
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Hon, Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MO 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool &Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool <lnd spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to t:::ncow-age state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. EVen pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose ofthe VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuu m-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Hjghway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is tlunderreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

sincere~'MJJk 




Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda. MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mothers arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

fathers arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, .fo -f 4--tC. 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abllail Taylor, a Six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool &Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (Cpsq, between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 ofthese incidents resulting In death. All but one ofthose 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSCs rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection. II The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda. MO 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler. 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa aralns. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSCl, between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter offormer Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tUb. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

10t reauire the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact 0001 and soa safetv lawe 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatorv swimmin~ pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool &Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children wilt be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, G~ IV\.. G.nJ"" 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mothers arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

fathers arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose ofthe VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MO 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. A" 'but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother'S arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection," The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Han. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is Itunderreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mothers arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All ofthese deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Han. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSCs interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course ofthe life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one ofthose 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Han. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



.---.. 

Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool &Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (Cpsq, between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mothers arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

fathers arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



----. 

Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year--old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPst's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
u.s. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Vlrainla Graeme Bake" the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abisail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East 'Nest Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (Cpsq, between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

BetIleeda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 


Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 


or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 


injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 


According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 


reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these Inddents resulting in death. All but one of those 


victims were children. Accordinll to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearlnllS and through published interviews, the 


total number of entrapments is ·underreported,· meaning the true number of entrapments Is far IIreater than current 


CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 


anything like this from occurring again: 


VI,..nll Gl'leme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died In her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

lac:hary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

AblpU Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 


her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 


All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws Incorporating several layers of protection.· The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break Oller the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of Intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fall. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

vourmind. 

Sincerely. 

~~-X~~ 
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'---. 

Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Han. Robert Adler 

Com missioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction .. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

/ 

Sincerely, 

Lee­



Han. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction .. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on all uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saVing devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Han. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSCl, between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate "earings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 
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Han. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the 

Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be 

equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains. 

History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths 

and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 

1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at 

least 11 ofthese incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were ch;jren. 

According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published 

interviews, the total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the tn.2 

number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad 

stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State 

James Baker, died in her mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot 

tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the 

family pool and drowned in his father's arms when he could not be freed from the 

powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually 

died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading 

pool. 
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All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection,
'1­

such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were 

shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do not require the use of these 

life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment ha~lnow 
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety la~~. 



The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the 

purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti­

entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming 

pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the 

life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions. 

Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get 

blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe 

even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at 

unnecessary risk. I urge you to change your mind. 

Sincerely, 

----::> .
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



~~fI. ftobert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylof, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving deVices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

~~­
Sincerely, / /~~'l 
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'--
Hon. Roben Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme 8aker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reponed entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreponed," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSt's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The repon from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or brea k over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, ( /f 
;t~C, 1J.:za 



'----.. 

Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is tlunderreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. . 
All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-Up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSCl, between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful 'force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the 

Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be 

equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains. 

History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths 

and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 

1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at 

least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children. 

According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published 

interviews, the total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true 

number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad 

stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State 

James Baker, died in her mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot 

tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the 

family pool and drowned in his fathers arms when he could not be freed from the 

powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually 

died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading 

pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, 

such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were 

shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do not require the use of these 

life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 
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The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the 

purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti­

entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming 

pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the 

life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions. 

Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get 

blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe 

even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at 

unnecessary risk. I urge you to change your mind. 

Sincerely,
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VG B Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

VIrginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped In the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a slx-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's Interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement In the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published Interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

vlrslnla Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

} (l-:sJ ~P~~ six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

).."\ her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking(7.1;">
'\ 	 devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretatIon 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway 
Bethesda. MO 20814 

Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Vlrslnia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abilall Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "Improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of antl-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection. II The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 

~~AO, )
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5537 OoklaWn~venue 
Edina, MN 55424 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda. MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terriblv sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Vlrainla Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 
Comni9!ioner 
u.s. COOSLmer Product SafEty Commission 

433J East We& Highway 

Bethesda, MD 2(814 


Dear Cormiig:joner Adler. 

I !trongy urge you to reconsder your \lOt e t 0 rerl"l'JVe the requirement in theVirginia Graerre Baker Pool &Spa 
S<tety Act ("JGB Act) that public pools <rld !:pas be equ~ped wi hbae klllp S<iety devices to prevent entrapment bypool 
or!:pa drains. Hi!tory shCMJStha: we cannot rely' on drain covers abne to prevent the horrible deiths and serous 
injuries that ore cau9'ld bypool a"ld!:pa entrapments. 

Ac cordng to the U S Consumer Product S<iety COI1l'1'lg:jon (CPSC), between 1900 ItOOB, t here have been 83 
reported entrapmentson pool or spa drains, with a: least 11 ofthe~ incidents resul'ng in death. All but one oftho~ 
victims were children. Ac cordingto te~hnony from the CPOC: at Senate hearngs and throu\tl pubiltted intelViews, the 
tot aI nurrber of entrapments is •underreport ed: meanng t he true nurrber of ent rapment s is far grea: er than current 
CPSCstati!:tics. The terribly' sad !tories of the deaths ofthree chidren !:purred Congrees to enact the VGB Act to pre'vt!nt 
an)thng ike this from occurring a!J3ln: 

VIrginII Grieme Ilk•• the ~ven (\Iear[bld !J<rlddaughter of former Secretary of !;tite Jilmes Baker, died n her 
mother's arms ;Iter !tie sat onthe underwater drain of ahottub, 

ZICb..y Cohn, a 9x(tearCbkl from Connect ic ut became entrapped in the dnin in the family' pool <nd drOW'ledin his 
father's arms Men he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abiglll rl\40r, a9xfj'ear (J)kl fromMlnnesota, lo!t most of her inte!tnes a"ld eventually ded from the njuries cau~d by 

her entrapment on an uncovereddran in awading pool. 

All ofthese deaths would have been prevented by baclil.lp la~rs of protection, such as vacuumlllre'*<ing 
devices, purrp shut iliff W!t ems, or !Ja'llity s;!tems. Wewere shod<ed to ~e t ha:, bee ause of your vote, CPSC's rules do 
not require theuse of these life Bavi"lg devices. In addition. the requrement for backf.lJp safety equpment hasnow 
been rermved from the grant program for &aes that enact pool and !:pa safety lalM;. 

The report from the ~nate c.ommittee that pass:d the 11GB Act &atestha: the purpose of the laIN isto "improve 
pool and ~a safety throught he use of anti Ilntrapment devices <nd to enwur age &ate adoption of rrinirrum 
mandctorysWrrnlng pool <rld spalaIVS ncorporatng ~rallayers of protection: The CPOC:'sinterpretiton 
undermnes that nt ent 

The sMlle truthis that drain covers (ome off or break over the course of the ife of a pool or ~a, e'vt!n vvhen 
the OVIK1ers and operators hwethe be!t of intentions. Even poolswth dual drans ~e not scle wJthout abac I<lJJp, 
becau~ drains can get bbc ked The purpo~ of the 11GB Act '>/'Mi, to ensure that pools and !:pas would be safe even 
when drain covers fad Bee ause of your ree ent vote, our children wll be put at unneteesary risk I urge you to change 
\(our rnrld. 

Sincere¥, 

http:baclil.lp


Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported,II meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Vlr.nla Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped In the drain In the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Ablpll Taytor, a slx-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her Intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain In a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "Improve 
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws Incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 
undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 

/)tv~-tdMr-



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda. MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 ofthese incidents resulting in death. All but one ofthose 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

totarnumber of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force ofthe suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries cau. by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Han. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda. MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All ofthese deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme 8aker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to entourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool M spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urg~\you to change 

your mind. 



.---

Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, /,) 

/ !l 0Cvu 




Hop. Robert" Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSCl, between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 

J 



- -
Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East VVest Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "'underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

, 
The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 
undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 

I 



'-..
Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on all uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSCs rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSCs interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 
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,~ Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

Injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Vir,inla Graeme Baker. the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abi,all Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws Incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



--Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda. MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I stronalv urae yOU to reconsider your vote to remove the reauirement in the Virainia Graeme Baker Pool &Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

iniuries that are caused bv pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these Incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 
CPSC statistics. The terrlblv sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Conaress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anvthina like this from occurrlna aaain: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died In her 

mothers arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

fathers arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "Improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 
undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa. even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

vourmind. 

Sincerelv. 

~JA~--+PI 

[ ~OA ( r~ tU ~S4d4-



Han. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported/, meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force ofthe suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSt's rules do 

not require the use ofthese life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSt's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public,pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is H underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter offormer Secretary of State lames Baker, died in her 

mothers arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The~imgle truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when - ,
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool &Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force ofthe suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 
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./	Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories ofthe deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force ofthe suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of Intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 

) G)tLtjlJ Dc 
('r\'I\N ~Ct\\Lt-"" '-. \;~ V\ 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abipil Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



'-

Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

Dear Commissioner Adler, 

Received CPSC 

ZDfO JUN -i.f A 8: 211 
Offrce of the Secret.:. 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia GrNfe Baker"plJJf & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission Received CPSC 
4330 East West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 I 2010 JUN - 3 A II: 21 

Dear Commissioner Adler, Oftrce of the Secretary 
FOI 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection. II The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission Received CPSC 
4330 East West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 2010 MAY 21 A\():2 2 

Dear Commissioner Adler, Office of the Secretary 
FOI 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is " underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mothers arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

fathers arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Han. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product _ty Commission 

4330 East West Hig~ Received CPSC 
Bethesda, MD 208M 

lOlD MAY 28 A q: 110 
Dear Commission., Adler, 

?ffice of the Secretary 
I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in t,-Vlrginia dtQIme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spal b4t equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely Oft dr_covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entratlrtNtnt&. 

Accordins to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapmwtts on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tUb. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped In the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain In a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. I n addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or..ever\ when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe wltholilt I ~ 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas wOlM be sat.4NWl 
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I ul'lt _ to ~e 
your mind. 

Sincerely, 

\ 

It;lSVL­



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East VVest Highway 

Bethesda. MO 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strong'X urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is ·underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abipil Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose ofthe law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent v~ our children will ~ put at unnecessary,,!!,sk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony trom the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, ~ 

0J 



Han. Fbbert Adler 
Cbmmi9!lioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


[Ra" Cbmmi9!lioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reoonsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virgnia Qaeme Baker Fbol & ~ 
stety Ad. ('vG3Ad.) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devicesto prevent entrapment by pool 
or spa drains. Hstory showsthat we cannot rely on drain oovers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the USCbnsumer Reduct stety Cbmmiseion (CP3:4, between 1999-2008, there have been 83 
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these inddents resulting in death. All but one of those 
victims were dlildren. According to testimony from the a=s:;at S:lnate hearings and througll published interviews, the 
total number of entrapments is r§ rJi s'r'r8J.b'rBff~ing the true number of entrapments is far geater than QJrrent 
a=s:;statistics. The terribly gj stories of the deathsof three dlildren spurred Cbngess to enai the VG3Ad. to prevent 
anything like this from ocrurring again: 

Virgnia Graeme Biker, the seven-year-old ganddaugllter of former Saaetary of Sate..ames Baker, died in her 
laCJIs* arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tUb. 

2'ad1ary Cbhn, a six-year-old from Cbnnedirut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minne!!X)ta, lost most of her intestinesand eventually died from the injuries caused by 
her entrapment on ed drain in aw '[19 pool. 

zI(JIs'rPt arms when he oould not be freed from the powerful forre of the suction. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protedion, sudl asvaaJum-breaking 
devires, pump shut-off systems, or gavity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, I t {I rl rules do 
not require the use of these life-saving devires. In addition, the requirement for bad<-up safety equipment has now 
been removed from the gant progam for states that enai pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the S:lnate oommittee that passed the VG3Ad. statesthat the purpose of the IaN is to "improve 
pool and spa safety througll the use of anti-entrapment devices and to enoourage state adoption of minimum 
mandatory 9Nimming pool and spa laNS inoorporating several layers of prated ion." The It {I rl interpretation 
undermines that intent. 

The simple truth isthat drain ooversoomeoffor break over the oourseof the life of a pool or spa, even when 
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Bien pools with dual drains are not safe without a bad<-up, 
because drainscan get blocked. The purpose of the VG3Ad. was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 
when drain ooversfeil. EEcaJse of your reoam vote, our dlildren will be put at unneoossary risk. I urge you to dlange 
your mind. 



~~on. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force ofthe suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 

I..~ /?e:
/ 

0/6oR~ S. h. d-Kwol'/ 
727-,.t:; 7;i~R;L>66 TR.fi;t :::LttJ 
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~ 
Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda. MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is Hunderreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories ofthe deaths ofthree children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother'S arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force ofthe suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East VYest Highway 

Bethesda. MD 20814 


Oear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VG8 Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

Accordln'g to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (Cpsq, between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 
total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VG8 Act to prevent 

anythlnllike this from occurring again: 

VIrginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old Iranddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 
mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain ofa hot tUb. 

zachary Cohn, a slx-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped In the drain in the family pool and drowned In his 
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

AbipH Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. J ~~ _~ vvM- vm~ ~~ ~J.. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 
not require the use of these life-saving devIces. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety throulh the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 
mandatory swimmini pool and spa laws Incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's Interpretation 
undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 
because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

SIncerely. ~ 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MO 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 
total number of entrapments Is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anythinllike this from occurring again: 

Vlr"nla Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 
mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain In the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abipll Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. ~h €:. ~~ :::::J Son \ 5 fr \'-e.nd. 

..- ---- ~ - -......--­
All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 
pool and spa safety through the use of anti~ntrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 
undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, ~ /' 

r~~ 
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Hon.~Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Produd Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler/ 

I strongly urge you to reconsmer your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGS Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devlces to preve.nt entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. HIstory shows that we cannot refyon drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths andserioos 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains/ with at least 11 of these incidents resulting Ln death. AU but one of those 

victims were chitdren. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported,1I meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia GraemeBaker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Set;retary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota/ lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition/ the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa/ even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 

http:preve.nt


Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U S Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Hlghvvay 

Bethesda MD 20814 

Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme BClker Dool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools Clnd spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the us Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published Interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGS Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, tbe seVf~n·year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James f3aker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of d hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, J six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned ill his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from tbe powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were "hocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that endct pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed th!' VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of mi!lJmum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating severallay(,rs of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The <,imple truth is .hat drain covers come off or break over the course of tbe life of a pool or "pa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of Intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe wltbout a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. fhe purpose of the VGB Act was to el1',ure that pools and spas would be "afe even 

whet' arain covert; fail. 8ecauo.e of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnece,sary risk. I urge you to chal1~e 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



-

Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virsinia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a Six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force ofthe suction. 

Abisail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 

~.?~ 




Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 


4330 East West Highway 


Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker 

Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to 

prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to 

prevent the horrible deaths and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 

83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All 

but one of those victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and 

through published interviews, the total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true 

number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths 

of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent anything like this from occurring 

again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter offormer Secretary of State James Baker, 

died in her mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and 

drowned in his father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the 

injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as 

vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, 

because of your vote, CPSC's rules do not require the use of these life-saving deVices. In addition, the 

requirement for back-up safety equipment has now been removed from the grant program for states 

that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to 

"improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state 

adoption of minimum mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of 

protection." The CPSC's interpretation undermines that intent. 



I 
The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even 

when the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe 

without a back-up, because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that 

pools and spas would be safe even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will 

be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change your mind. 

Sincerely, , ' 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSCl, between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned In his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



---

Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I stro_'lJy urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virgini.. Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment bV pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the h~ble deaths and s~ 
ifll~!es .that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. --~=--==-

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSe), between 1999-2003, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is Nunderreported: meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terriblv sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Actto prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Vlr.'nla Graeme Baker, the seven-vear-old granddaughter of former Secretary ofState James Baker ~ied in her 
"-=-­

ITl<J.!her's..~ after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-vear-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and.~rQ~ned in h~s 
fat,!!(~ 'lIr.ms.,lI!Ihen he could not be freed from the powerful force ofthe suction. .' 
".~-,---.-

Ablpn Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died frQm the injuries caused by.---------,----- - .. 
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection. such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote. CPSe's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.· The CPSe's interpretation 
undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 
because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

vourmind. 

Sincerelv, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The Simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," I1leaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is Hunderreported,H meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mothers arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

fathers arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Ablpil Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.II The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

, strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool &Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force ofthe suction. 

Abtgail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-Up. 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 

~VkJ­
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose ofthe VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Han. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The (PSt's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the 

Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be 

equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains. 

History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths 

and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 

1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at 

least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children. 

According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published 

interviews, the total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true 

number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad 

stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State 

James Baker, died in her mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot 

tUb. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the 

family pool and drowned in his father's arms when he could not be freed from the 

powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Tavlor, a six-year-o/d from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually 

died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading 

pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, 

such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were 

shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do not require the use of these 

life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

Dhone (('11, ':liii'"; 
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The report from the Senate committee that passed the we Ntstates that the 

purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety throu,h the use of anti- . 

entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swimming 

pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection.· The CPSC's Interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the 

life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions. 

Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can get 

blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe 

even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at 

unnecessary risk. I urge you to change your mind. 

Sincerely, 

5021 Vernon AUf. Suite 164 
mall Edina, Minnesota 55436 

phone (bI2) 3885350www 



Hon. Robert Adler 
Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme 8aker Pool & Spa 
Safety Act (VG8 Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 
or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 
injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 
reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 
victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 
total number of entrapments is "underreported,« meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 
CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 
anything like this from occurring again: 

VI....nl. Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 
mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 
father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Ablpll Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 
her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuuM-breaking 
devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 
not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 
been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 
mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 
undermines that intent. 

"rhe simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the Ufe of a pool or spa, even when 
the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 
because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 
when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 

(.~~.~ 
La. C('o.>~ lAir 



tton. Adler 

c:orwmlSSioner 
U.S. eonsumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is " underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincere~, (J.ttChiN \Ic1],-IJ 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U,S, Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool &Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is uunderreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force ofthe suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths wou Id have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose ofthe law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East 'lIVest Highway 

Bethesda. MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with It...11 of these incidents resuttlng In death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported,H meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Vi,.inla Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mothers arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

fathers arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abilail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use ofthese life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, KeLf16ft('t7f--+ h 
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Han. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda. MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme 8aker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mothers arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose ofthe VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



~ 

Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "uhderreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All ofthese deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U,S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the us Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC" between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 
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1 Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published Interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories ofthe deaths ofthree children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Vll'linia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped In the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abllall Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-savlng devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of Intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vot.e, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. ­-



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mothers arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

fathers arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

, strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported." meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSCs rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSCs interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, i /1 . . i~ /lI1,j _­
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Carlotta M. Shearson 
1 Ridge View Terrace. Cornwall, NY 12518 .845-534-9110. cshearson@hvc.rr.com 

Hon. Robert Adler 
Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda. MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler. 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme 
Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety 
devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers 
alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

ACl.:ording to the US ConsulI1t:r Produl.:t Sal~ty COllllllis::.ion (CPSC). bt:tween 1999-2008, there 
have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in 
death. All but one of those victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate 
hearings and through published interviews, the total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning 
the true number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the 
deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent anything like this from 
occurring again: 

- Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, 
died in her mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain ofa hot tub. 

-Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and 
drowned in his father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

-Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the 
injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum­
breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of 
your vote, CPSC's rules do not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement 
for back-up safety equipment has now been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and 
spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law 
is to "improv~ pool and spa safety through the lise of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state 
adoption of minimum mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." 
The CPSC's interpretation undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, 
even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe 
without a back-up, because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools 
and spas would be safe even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put 
at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change your mind. 
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mailto:cshearson@hvc.rr.com


Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U,S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Vlrllnla Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abilall Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pooI.nd spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose ofthe VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to cha nge 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose ofthe VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda. MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the 

Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be 

equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool or spa drains. 

History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths 

and serious injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 

1999-2008, there have been 83 reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at 

least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those victims were children. 

According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published 

interviews, the total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true 

number of entrapments is far greater than current CPSC statistics. The terribly sad 

stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

VIrginIa Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State 

James Baker, died in her mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot 

tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a slx-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the 

family pool and drowned in his father's arms when he could not be freed from the 

powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually 

died from the injuries caused by her entrapment on an uncovered drain In a wading 

pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, 

such as vacuum-breaking devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were 

shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do not require the use of these 

life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 
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The report from the Senate committee that passed the VG8 Act states that the 

purpose of the law is to "improve pool and spa safety through the use of anti­

entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum mandatory swtmminc 

pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's Interpf"f!Qtion 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the 
life of a pool or spa, even when the owners and operators have the best of intentions. 

Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, because drains can set 
blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe 

even when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at 

unnecessary risk. I urge you to change your mind. 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda. MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

VllJlnla Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mothers arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

fathers arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abllall Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSCl, between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, ~~ 
''-'' ~~--'-> Y~- -\----­

(;£)&) ;\-t\'", CI..A("-.Jou:. ~'J~ 
<)~ • V"""A. , M J .,,)1( 1.:1 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Han. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is Hunderreported,n meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tUb. 

Zachary Cohn, a slx-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain In a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection. H The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sinc.erely, ~ 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is Nunderreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda. MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 
anything like this from occurring again: 

Vaqinla Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a slx-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abilall Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSt's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 
pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSt's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U,S, Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published Interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker. the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force ofthe suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these'life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked, The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 ofthese incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children, According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction, 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 

Sincerely, ~ 



Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

Dear Commissioner Adler, 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your vote to remove the requirement in the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act (VGB Act) that public pools and spas be equipped with back-up safety devices to prevent entrapment by pool 

or spa drains. History shows that we cannot rely on drain covers alone to prevent the horrible deaths and serious 

injuries that are caused by pool and spa entrapments. 

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), between 1999-2008, there have been 83 

reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 

victims were children. According to testimony from the CPSC at Senate hearings and through published interviews, the 

total number of entrapments is "underreported," meaning the true number of entrapments is far greater than current 

CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection," The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 
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pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 
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pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSt's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 
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because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 
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devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 
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because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 
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not require the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 
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because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 
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reported entrapments on pool or spa drains, with at least 11 of these incidents resulting in death. All but one of those 
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Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-o/d from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 
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undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 
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the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 
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CPSC statistics. The terribly sad stories of the deaths of three children spurred Congress to enact the VGB Act to prevent 

anything like this from occurring again: 

Virginia Graeme Baker, the seven-year-old granddaughter of former Secretary of State James Baker, died in her 

mother's arms after she sat on the underwater drain of a hot tub. 

Zachary Cohn, a six-year-old from Connecticut became entrapped in the drain in the family pool and drowned in his 

father's arms when he could not be freed from the powerful force of the suction. 

Abigail Taylor, a six-year-old from Minnesota, lost most of her intestines and eventually died from the injuries caused by 

her entrapment on an uncovered drain in a wading pool. 

All of these deaths would have been prevented by back-up layers of protection, such as vacuum-breaking 

devices, pump shut-off systems, or gravity systems. We were shocked to see that, because of your vote, CPSC's rules do 

not reqUire the use of these life-saving devices. In addition, the requirement for back-up safety equipment has now 

been removed from the grant program for states that enact pool and spa safety laws. 

The report from the Senate committee that passed the VGB Act states that the purpose of the law is to "improve 

pool and spa safety through the use of anti-entrapment devices and to encourage state adoption of minimum 

mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 

undermines that intent. 

The simple truth is that drain covers come off or break over the course of the life of a pool or spa, even when 

the owners and operators have the best of intentions. Even pools with dual drains are not safe without a back-up, 

because drains can get blocked. The purpose of the VGB Act was to ensure that pools and spas would be safe even 

when drain covers fail. Because of your recent vote, our children will be put at unnecessary risk. I urge you to change 

your mind. 
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Hon. Robert Adler 

Commissioner 
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4330 East West Highway 
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mandatory swimming pool and spa laws incorporating several layers of protection." The CPSC's interpretation 
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April 15, 2011 

The Honorable Robert Adler 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway 
Suite 502 
Bethesda, MD 20814·4408 

RE: UnblockabJe Drains Provision of the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act 

Dear Commissioner Adler: 

On behalf of Safe Kids USA, a member of Safe Kids Worldwide (hereinafter "Safe Kids"), we are 
writing once again to reiterate our position on the unblockable drains provision of the Virginia 
Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act (VOB Act). Safe Kids respectfully disagrees with your 
contention that a swimming (Jool or spa with a single main drain can be made "unblockable" by 
the simple installation of~ain cover that meets certain dimensions. In light of the CPSC's 
recent investigation, and the possibility that drain covers installed in pools and spas today may 
not protect against entrapment, we urge you to reconsider your vote if given the opportunity. 
As stated in our June 9, 2010 Jetter to you, we still believe the following: 

I. 	 "Unblockable Drain" Not "UnbJockable Drain Cover" Triggers Additional Layer of 
Protection Exemption 

According to the VOB Act, Section 1404(c)( I )(A), public pools and spas in the U.S. must be 
equipped with both an anti-entrapment drain cover and another layer of anti-entrapment 
protection unless the pool or spa has an "unblockable drain". Significantly. "unblockable 
drain" is defined earlier in the Act as "a drain of any size and shape that a human body cannot 
sufficiently block to create a suction entrapment hazard" (emphasis added). In other words, if 
a drain. as opposed to a drain cover, is of a certain size and possesses characteristics that make 
entrapment impossible, then the second layer of protection is not needed. 

Safe Kids believes that the CPSC was misguided in their reading of the Act by erroneously 
allowing a drain coupled with a drain cover of specitic larger dimensions to be considered an 
"unblockable drain". A dangerous drain outlet cannot be made fully safe by only using an 
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anti-entrapment drain cover. The Act, in our view and by its plain language, does not 
allow for an exemption to the requirement for a second layer of protection simply by 
using an "unblockable drain cover" over an otherwise hazardous single drain outlet. 
Safety demands and the Act requires that the all-important second layer of anti­
entrapment protection also be used. 

II. Significant Entrapment Risk if Additional Layer of Protection is not Installed 

Under the current CPSC requirements, the use of the so called "unblockable drain 
cover" will trigger an exemption of the additional layer of protection. As a result, there 
will be a significant entrapment risk should that drain cover come off, and we know 
that they often do. In fact, the CPSC staff mentions this very possibility and the 
accompanying dangerous risk it poses in its technical guidance. Such a situation would 
create a serious threat to swimmers and bathers, and would thwart the intent of the law, 
The law should be interpreted so as to require an additional layer of protection if 
the main drain itself is not unblockable. 

Safe Kids is extremely appreciative of the CPSC's work to enforce the VGB Act, and hopes 
that you will reconsider your interpretation of unblockable drains. The VGB Act, which bears 
Graeme's name, was carefully crafted so as to best protect swimmers, especially children, from 
suction entrapment. The Act should be implemented and the marketplace policed in a manner 
consistent with that goal. Safe Kids has often testified to the need for multiple safeguards; in 
Nancy's testimony to the Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Subcommittee on 
Consumer Affairs, Product Safety and Insurance on May 3,2006, she said, "each of these 
layers is meant to provide protection should the prior one fail for any reason. And this is the 
answer to the danger of entrapment", 

The CPSC's on-going investigation is alarming as it casts significant doubt into the 
efficacy o( the very devices we have (ought (or so long to promote. While we have (aith 
that the CPSC will (uny examine the adequacy o(testing protocols/flow ratings (or drain 
covers, without an end date (or this investigation, an additional layer o( protection is 
needed now more than ever. 

The summer season is rapidly approaching and we hope your will considering changing your 
vote in order to ensure that an "unblockable drain cover" is no substitute for an "unblockable 
drain", As always, Safe Kids looks forward to working with you and the CPSC on this and 
other issues in the future, 

Sincerely, 

Tanya Chin Ross Nancy Baker 
Director of Public Policy Parent Advocate 



Justice. Colin 

From: Fong-Swamidoss, Jana 
Sent: Wednesday, June 16, 201011 :02 AM 
To: Adler, Robert; Levine, Jason; Justice, Colin; McCardell, Ophelia 
Subject: FW: Message from Email Form 

From: Reilly, Kathleen 
Sent: Wednesday, June 16, 2010 10:41 AM 
To: Fong-Swamidoss, Jana 
Subject: FW: Message from Email Form 

HI. 
Fyi, this came into the public folder. 

Kathleen Reilly 
US Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Public Affairs Specialist 
Tel: (301) 504-7222 
kreilly@cpsc.gov 

PoolSafety.gov 

From: emai/form@cpsc.gov [mailto:emailform@cpsc.gov] 
Sent: Friday, June 11, 2010 10: 18 AM 
To: Information Center 
Subject: Message from Email Form 

06/11/201010:17:58 

Name = Ryan Milakovich 
Organizationl Affiliation = 
Daytime Phone = 469-939-6931 
E-mail address=JQuaffer@msn.com 

Message = Dear CPSC CommisSioners, Please reconsider your recent vote regarding the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool 
and Spa Safety Act. The interpretation of the act is egregiously erroneous, going against the intent of congress. 
Fundamentally the act requires a multiple layer approach to safety and in so provides adequate safety. The council's 
interpretation simply attempts to address the end result of the Act and not the intention of the Act. This would be like a 
stubborn child emptying his plate of unappetizing dinner onto the floor when told to clean his plate by his mother. The end 
result is achieved but the child in no way approached following the intentions of his mother. Reconsider your votes and 
approach the interpretation from the intent of the Act, multiple layers of safety. Regardless of the number of accidents or 
the industry costs, how the Act is applied if not the place to address these points. These points should be address thru 
legislation. In conclusion please reconsider your recent vote regarding the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool and Spa Safety 
Act and find and implementation that has multiple layers of safety. Do more the clean your plate, actually eat your 
vegetables. Sincerely, Ryan Milakovich 

mailto:address=JQuaffer@msn.com
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