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6. SYNOPSLS OF MNCIDENT OR COMPLAINT Ao t8 month old male died of cerebral hypoxia

drowning) involving a child’'s bath aid seat.

The victim, who was alone in the

bath of his parent's apartment, somehow exited the seat and was found several
minutes later floating, face down in the tub, with his feet towards the faucet.
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Note: Information for this report was obtained from the
nedical examiner, the medical examiner investigator, the
sheriff’s office detective, as the parents were still very upset
at the incident, and at this time, did not desire to discuss the
incident. The victim’s father stated that at sometime in the
future, he may be amicable to an interview.

The records, and the people interviewed, did not provide any
information as to whether it would be a tipover, entrapment or an
incident invelving the victim climbing out of the product.

The records indicate that the device had been used
approximately 5 times, when I personally examined the device at
the medical’s office, it appeared to be in excellent, like new
condition.

The four suction cups appeared to be in new condition,
please note that the victim’s father told me during the telephone
convaersation that the suction cups were not working properly and
did not securely attach the seat to the bathtub.

PRE-ACCIDENT:

The above information indicates that the victim’s mother had
Placed the child in the bath seat, and then placed the bath seat
within the bathtub. She then left the drajin in the open position,
and turned the water on to luke warm temperature. She then went
from the bathroom area, into the living room area where she
informed her husband that the child was within the bathtub, and
she informed him that she was going to the apartment recreation
area, along with her two other four and six year old children.
The intention was that her husband would look in on the child
within the next few utes. The victim’s mother, and the two
siblings then depar the apartment.

The records indicate that the bath seat had been used
approximately five times without incident. The victim’s mother
stated that usually she stays in the bathtub with the child when
using the bath seat.
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As the victim’s parents declined an interview at this time,
I was unable to determine pertinent information on the bathtub,
howaver the sheriff’s department technician did take photographs,
recreating the scene, and copies of these photographs have been
requested and will be appended to this report upon receipt.

The medical investigator report indicates that the victim
was not taking any medications at the time of the incident, he
had a case of thrush at two weeks old, he was full term and up to
date with his shots. The child has been in the emergency room on
two separate occasions for ear infections.

INCIDENT?

The victim had been left alone within the baby seat, within
the bathtub, in the bathroom area with the luke warm water
running, in the drain open. His mother, and his two sgiblings had
left for the local racreation area of the apartment complex,
while his father was in the adjoining living room.

The victim’s father stated that a few minutes after his
spouse had,left, he looked in on the child, and the luke warm
water was running, and the drain was open. The reports indicates
that the victim’s father left the bathroom area to return to the
living room. Reports indicates that several minutes later the
father returned to the bathroom area where he found the victim
floating, face down, the water was still running and the drain
pipe was up, the water was approximately six to eight inches
daeep.

POBT-INCIDENT:

The victim’s father shouted for someone to call 911 and he
removed the child from the water, and began performing CPR
following instructions relayed telephonically provided by the 911
operator.

The EMT arrived and followed up with the CPR, and
transportation of the victim to a local hospital where he was
pronounced dead shortly after arrival.
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PRODUCT IDENTIFICATICN:

Please see the attached photographs, Exhibit 1, that I
photographed at the medical examiner’s office where the device
vas being held. As can be seen in the photograph, the seat is
-entirely of plastic, with a tee bar device intended to restrain
the user. The seat has four 2 1/2" diameter rubber suction cups
on the bottom that are apparently designed to attach the seat
firmly to the surface of the bathtub. The seat is approximately
12 inches wide, 13" deep and 11" tall. The only identification
that I noticed on the device was on the rear of the backrest
providing a name of, "Gerry/Gerry Baby Products Co./A.Huffy
Company PIN 029658015+***", Other information noted on the seat
include, "WARNING;/TO PREVENT DROWNING/NEVER LEAVE
CHILD/UNATTENDED/INSURE T~BAR IS FULLY/LATCHED WHEN IN USE PUSH
TO FOLD THIS PRODUCT IS ONLY FOR/USE WITH CHILDREN/ THAT ARE
CAPABLE OF SITTING UPRIGHT UNATTENDED#**4%" Ag geaen in the
attached photographs, the Tee Bar is a restraint, and is possible
for the Tee Bar to hinge forward sc that it is in the same plane
as the seat.

INFORNATION REQUESTED IN APPENDIX 111 THAT MAY NOT HAVE BEEN
COVERED IN THE MAIN BODY OF THIS REFPORT:

There was no indication as to the tip-over, entrapment or
climbing out incident.

There does not appear to be a scalding problem as the water
consistently has been noted as luke warm. '

I was unable to test the suction action of the suction cups
as the parents declined an interview at this time. In a brief
interview with the victim’s father, he stated that there was an
obvious problem as the suction cups did not hold. He did not
offer any other advice, and was _still obviously distraught at
this unfortunate incident. He did not mention any problem, ir
any, with the restraint system. :

It’s noted in the report, the victim was left unattended,
but only for "two minutes" according to the victim’s father.
Although there are 2 other siblings, a 4 and 6 year old, they
were not in the bathroom area at the time of the incident.
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The parents declined an interview at this time, I was unable
to determine from the sources available, the socio-economic
stratum, the educational level or the total annual income level
of this family.

The victim was 8 months old at the time of the incident. The
attached medical examiner’s report indicates that the child was
wale, 31" in height, weight of 6500 grams and was white.

Reports indicate that the victim was able to stangd upright.

There are no indications that any bath salts or bath cils
were used, they probably were not, because the drain was open,
and the water was left on running.

The medical investigator’s report indicates that the chila
was placed in the bathtub at approximately 6 PM, the sheriff’sg
report indicates that the call was received at 1814 hours,
dispatch was at 1815 hours and arrival time was 1816 hours. The
sheriff report indicates that the fire department was pulling up
at the time the sheriff deputy arrived. At that time, CPR was
being administered by the victim’s father, following telephonic
advice from the 911 operator.

The medical investigator’s report indicates the victim was
pronounced dead in the emergency room approximately 6:54 PM.

The reports indicates that there was no evidence of child
abuse.

SBAMPLES COLLECTED:

The bath seat involved in this incident was being retained
at the medical examiner’s office, where I photographed thae
product. The medical examiner’s office did not desire to
relinquish custody of the bath seat involved.
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STANDARD:

There currently is no CPSC standard for bath seats, and ASTM
voluntary standard is under development.

EXHIBITS:
The following exhibits are attached to this report:

1. Photographs of the bath seat photographed at the medical
examiner’s office. )

2. Copy of tha sheriff office report.
3. Autopsy-report.

4. Copy of the assignment, including a copy of the medical
investigator’s report.

EM/dbs
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OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL EXAMINER //;
DISTRICT NINE
1401 Lucerne Terrace
Orlando, Florida 32806-2014

OF A ¥ 4

” - CASE NUMBER: MEA-1009-95

DECEDENT ]
MANNER OF DEATH: Accident IDENTIFIED BY: (SN,

ACE - 8 months HEIGHT : 31w
SEX: «Male WEIGHT: 6500 grams
RACE: White TE O H: August 21, 1995

DATE/TIME OF AUTOPSY: August 22, 1995 @ 9:30 AM

PERFORMED BY: Julia V. Martin, M.D., Associate Medical Examiner

CAUSE OF DEATH: Cerebral hypoxia, due to

near drowning

~

FINAL ANATOMIC DIAGNOSIS

I. Clinical history of being found face down in the bathtub which
had some water within it !

II. Severe bilateral pulmonary congestion and edema
I1I. A few laryngeal mucosal petechiae
Iv. Marked cerebral edema with neuronal hypoxia

V. Bilateral middle ear hemorrhage

OLOGY } 4

Toxicology studies on postmortem blood reveal a negative alcochol
detexrmination. Further toxicology studies on postmortem blood failed
to reveal any other toxic substances.

The postmortem blood microbioclogic culture is negative for organisms.
The postmortem cerebrospinal fluid is positive for a few alpha
streptococcus viridans.
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PAGE TWO

The medicolegal examination of the body of Robert Boston was
performed by Julia V. Martin, M.D., Associate Medical Examiner,
Florida District Nine, at the Orange County Medical Examiner
Facility, Orlando, Florida, on August 22, 1995 at 9:30 AM, pursuant
to Florida Statutes Chapter 406 and 732.9185 .

IDENTIFICATION: The body of Robert Boston is identified by his
father Robert E. Boston of 7439 Apt. 209 Gatehouse Circle, Orlando,
FL. The identification is made to hospital staff on August 21,
1595 at 6:30 PM at the Florida Hospital East emergency room.

CLOTHING: The subject is admitted without clothing articles,
jewelry, personal items, money, or medications. Miscellaneous
items consisting of a child care bathtub seat is present. This
bathtub seat will be evaluated and returned to law enforcement.
SCARS, TATTOOS & SPECIAL FEATURES :

SCARS:

None.

TATTOOS: None. ~

SPECIAL FEATURES:

1. There is an endotracheal tube in place. !

2. In the right antecubital fossa there are two intravenous
Sites.

3. In the left antecubital fossa there is an intravenous site.

4. On the anterior aspect of each lower leg there are
intraosseous intravenous sites.

5. On the posterior aspect of the right hand there is an
intravenous site.

6. On the dorsum of the right foot there is an intravenous site.

GENERAL STATEMENT: The body is that of an 8 month old, well
developed, well nourished, white male, measuring 31" in length and
welghing 6500 grams. The head circumference is 18%" (47 cm}, chest
circumference 16%" (42 cm), abdominal circumference 174 (43.5 cm),
crown/rump length 19" (49.5 cm), and foot length 4%". There is
generalized rigor mortis present and a purple
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PAGE THREE

posterior livor mortis observed. There are no congenital physical
abnormalities. ’

EXT TION

Examination of the external body surfaces reveals the head hair to
be light brown, straight and averaging 2" in length. There is no |
evidence of abrasion, contusion or laceration of the scalp tissues.
Inspection of the facial tissues reveals no evidence of soft tisgsue
swelling or ‘abnormality. There are no facial or periorbital
petechiae and there are no petechial hemorrhages of the
conjunctivae or sclerae present. The irides are brown/hazel and
the pupils are equal measuring 4 mm. Inspection of the mouth
reveals minor superficial abrasions at the midline of the upper
lip, but no evidence of further blunt force traumatic injury of the
nmucous membrane surfaces of the lips, and the buccal surfaces of
the cheeks reveals no evidence of traumatic injury. The few teeth
bresent are natural with no evidence of trauma.

The skin of the neck reveals no evidence of abrasion or contusion
patterns. There is no soft tissue swelling present. There is no
malalignment of the cervical spine.

Examination of the anterior chest and abdomen reveals a superficial
abrasion along the left costal margin measuring 0.2 om.

Examination of the back reveals no evidence of acute traumatic
injury.

Examination of the upper extremities reveals no evidence of acute
traumatic injury.

Examination of the lower extremities reveals no evidence of acute
traumatic injury. :

The external genitalia and rectum are normal with no evidence of
acute traumatic injury. The penis does appear circumcised.

SPECIAL PROCEDURES : Body fluids consisting of blood, bile, and
ocular fluid are obtained for typing and toxicology studies. A
section of liver is obtained for possible toxicology studies.

Nasal swabs are obtained. Sections of rib are retained. Blood and
cerebrospinal fluid are obtained for microbiclogical cultures.
Physical evidence consisting of pulled head hair and additional
blood are obtained. 2 Polaroid identification photograph is taken.
Full body x-rays are taken. There is no evidence of fracture,
foreign body or other abnormality.
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PAGE FOUR

i INTERNAL EXAMINATION
The body is opened with the usual incision. There is no evidence
of traumatic injury of the anterior rib cage. The rib cage is
removed. There is no hemothorax or Pleural effusion present.
There is no evidence of acute or chronic pleural or pericardial
disease. The mediastinal structures appear normal. The
pericardial sac is opened. The normal amount of clear yellow fluid
is present. The heart is not enlarged. The great vessels arise
from the hedrt in a normal fashion. No abnormalities or evidence
of traumatic injury of the thoracic aorta are present. Blood is
withdrawn from the aorta for toxicology purposes. The pulmonary

artery is opened and there is no evidence of thromboembolism. The
heart is removed.

HEART: The heart weighs 50 grams. Sectioning of the coronary
arteries at 2 mm intervals reveals widely patent coronary arteries
and they are in the normal orientation. The heart is opened and
inspection of the valves reveals a 0.5 cm patent foramen ovale, but
no other acute or chronic valvular disease . The chordae tendineae
and papillary muscles are normal. There is no endocardial fibrosis
present. Sectioning of the myocardium reveals no evidence of
pallor or acute myosardial injury. There is no myocardial fibrosis
present. The left ventricle measures 0.6 cm in thickness and the
septum 0.6 cm.

TRACHEA AND LUNGS: The trachea is opened. There is' no evidence of
obstructive mateérial within the trachecbronchial tree. The right
lung weighs 100 grams and the left lung weighs 100 grams.
Sectioning reveals severe bilateral pulmonary congestion and edema,
but no chronic pulmonary disease. There is no evidence of
bronchopneumonia.

DIAPHRAGMS: The diaphragms are intact with no evidence of
traumatic injury or other abnormality.

ABDOMEN: The abdominal cavity is opened. There is no evidence of

hemoperitoneum or ascites present. The organs lie in their normal
anatomical position.

LIVER: The liver weighs 100 grams. It has a brown/red smooth
surface with no evidence of traumatic injury of the external
capsule. Sectioning reveals a normal architecture with no evidence
of fatty change. No vascular abnormalities are present. The

gallbladder and biliary duct System are normal. The bile ducts afe
patent.
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SPLEEN: The spleen weighs 34.5 grams. The capsule is smooth and
blue/grey in appearance. Sectioning of the spleen reveals no
evidence of abnormality of the splenic parenchyma. There is no
evidence of excessive fibrosis present. .
PANCREAS: The pancreas weighs 17 grams. Inspection of the
pancreas reveals a tan lobulated surface with no evidence of
hemorrhage or inflammatory reaction. No fat necrosis is present.
Sectioning reveals a normal lobulated pattern with no evidence of
hemoxrhage or abscess formation.

ADRENALS: The adrenals are of normal size and shépe and on
sectioning a normal cortical medullary relationship is seen. Thare
is no evidence of hemorrhage.

XIDNEYS: The right kidney weighs 26 grams and the left kidney
weighs 2B grams. The renal capsules strip with ease revealing a
smooth cortical surface. Sectioning reveals the normal cortical
medullary relationship with no loss of renal substance. There is
no increase in parapelvic fat. The renal pelves and ureters are
not dilated and reveal no abnormalities.

The urinary bladder-reveals a normal mucosal surface with no
evidence of acute or chronie inflammatory reaction. The prostate
iz not enlarged in size.

REPRODUCTIVE SYSTEM: Gross examination of the penis’ and testes
reveals no gross abnormalities.

GASTROINTESTINAL TRACT: The gastrointestinal tract is opened and
the stomach contains 10 cc of partially digested food including
potatoes, but no obvious drug residual. Inspection reveals no
evidence of esophageal, gastric or duodenal ulcerations.

Inspection of the small intestine and colon reveals a normal mucosa
with no evidence of ulceration, polypoid formation or tumor.

NECK: The structures of the neck are dissected. There is no .
evidence of soft tissue injury evident. The thymus weighs 20
grams. Inspection of the thymus reveals no evidence of petechial
hemorrhage. Sectioning of the thymus reveals a normal cortical
medullary relationship without evidence of hemorrhage. The thyroid
gland is normal with no evidence of parenchymal hemorrhage on
sectioning. Inspection of the larynx and upper trachea reveals no
petechial hemorrhages of the mucosa with no evidence of laryngeal
ulcerations. The vocal cords are normal. JInspection reveals no
evidence of traumatic injury of the thyroid or cricoid cartilages
and no evidence of traumatic injury of the hyoid bone is present.
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BRAIN: The scalp is reflected. There is no evidence of scalp
contusion or hemorrhage present. No skull fracture is present.

The skull is removed. The leptomeninges are smooth and glistening
with no evidence of hemorrhage or inflammatoxy reaction although
the brain is markedly edematous with loss of gulei. The brain is
removed and it weighs 1100 grams. The vascular circle of willis is
intact with no evidence of congenital anomaly. Sectioning of the
brain reveals no evidence of intracerebral hemorrhage, inflammatory
reaction or tumor.

Stripping of the dura reveals no evidence of basilar skull
fracture.

Inspection of the bilateral middle ears reveals evidence of
hemorrhage.

SKELETAL SYSTEM: Inspection of the cervical, thoracic and lumbar
spine and pelvis reveals no evidence of traumatic injury.

ICROSCOP B N

HEART: Sections of-heart reveal normal cardiac muscle fibers and
nuclei. There is no evidence of myocardial fibrosis or
inflammatory cell reaction. No evidence of acute or old myocardial
infarction is seen. .

LUNGS: Sections of lung reveal vascular and septal congestion.
Intra-alveolar hemorrhage is noted. There is no evidence of
chronic pulmonary disease. There is no evidence of acute
bronchopneumonia.

LIVER: Sections of liver reveal an overall normal architecture
with only acute sinusoidal congestion. The central veins are
normal. The portal areas reveal a normal cellular component with
no evidence of inflammatory reaction, hemorrhage or necrosis.

SPLEEN: Sections of spleen reveal the normal architecture of the
organ.

PANCREAS: Sections of pancreas reveal a normal acinar structure
with the islets of Langerhans’ being normal in their distribution
and cellular component. There is no evidence of inflammatory
reaction, hemorrhage or necrosis.
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KIDNEYS: Sections of kidney reveal a normal glomerular and tubular
pattern with no evidence of inflammatory cell infiltration or
fibrosis. There is no evidence of vascular occlusive disease.
There is no evidence of cellular infiltratioq. The tubules appear
normal.

ADRENALS: Sections of adrenal reveal a normal cortical and
medullary architecture with no evidence of hemorrhage or

inflammatorg reaction. A normal glycogen content of the cortical
cells is seen.

THYROID: Sections of thyroid reveal a normal follicular pattern
with no evidence of inflammatory cell reaction, fibrosis or
hyperplasia.

THYMUS: Sections of thymus reveal a normal cortical medullary

relationship. The Hassel's corpuscles are normal in number and
distribution.

BRAIN: Sections of brain reveal evidence of eosinophilic neurons

within the Sommer’s sector of the hippocampus. Otherwise sections
of brain reveal a normal neurcnal and axonal component. There is

no evidence of further degenerative change, inflammatory reaction,
hemorrhage, or tumor formation.

JVM/1mc
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The following information was raceived from
DORS d also from the subject’s parents,

wyect' d that she put thg-sulfject in the
bat} at . 6§ p.n. on 8-21-95. She put him in his
bathtub seat that has suction cups on the bottem to stabilize
the ssat. 3he lerr the drain open and turned the water, which
was lukewarm, on. GShe then laft ths bathroom, want in and
told the snbject’s father abe was going to take the other two
chiildren, ages ¢ and §, down to tha svimming pool of the
compleX. A fev minutes later, the subjoct’s father

wvant in o tha bathroom and saw that the vater was still
running and the subject was sitting in his zeat and he was
pl.g.‘lag in the water. WHe then laeft the gubject alone in the

tub and went dack in approx. five minutes latexr and found
ths subject floating face down in the head portion of the
bathtud swvay from the faucet. The vater vas still running.
stated that the drain plug wvas up and the vater was approx.
5-8 inches deep. Ho yelled for scascne Who was also in the
Xesidence to call 911, and himselr and hie brother started

FEGE

3

Rescus arrived to the ccens and tri izt “f;.h- subject to FR

Bast, arxiving in ER. A coda was worked In ER and he was

2t §:54 P.n. on 8-21~-55 by Dr. McKoewn, the ER MD,
At 7:15 p.m. our office was notitied by jot and this
investigator and Dr. Martin respobdead toy 5
MERICAY: NISTORY: Subject is umjg gh-"h" h!gim'- care of Dr.
Rosero at the Xast Colonial Family. lqan when last
soen at this office. MNore infe on tp.fedlov from this
clinic on 8-22-95. Subject is nok takl nedications at
this time. He did bave thrush at two
at FN Zast and wvas full term. HNapis
shots. Na has been in ER at n
for ear infections.

NCTA% ! Subject lives w
ars ad. He bas tvo othar =
ars healthy. ect is able to:

stood up by himself for the tirst

Lybé theq» t
x¢ xd in T
. Men
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ACREX REAM: None by this office. Det. Allpn to go out to the
scane v get back vith ocur office with furthar
inforsation. Crime Bcene Techniclan i brought the

baby’s bathtub seat to ER and handed it"oviil: to cur office.

This vas a Gerry Baby Products. Op_the' sticker it stated a

Ruffy Company T/N 029653015. Conforti #¥atell that whils he

vas at the residence he put water In the bathtub, placed the
seat vhich has suction cups on the botteom, on the bottem of

ths tub and stated the suction cups would come loose

easlly and did not ssem to be working in proper order.

BODY RERM: Performsd by Dr. Martin. This is found to be a 9
month old vhite male lying supine on the ER strstoher of FH
Zast. Es wvas unclothed. Brown hair, brewnish colorsd ayes.
Pupils fixed and dilated. Mo petechial hemorzhage noted.

r Testh wara natural. Ea was intubated orally. NG tube in
Place. Intsrocoecus to the right tibla. Band-aids to the .
right hend and left tibia. IV in the lerft antacubital space.
Body tsmpersture vas wars on the back, cooling to the rest of
his Dody. Rigor vas none. Lividity wvas to the posterior. WMo
fatal wounds noted. Fuxrther exam to be done at time of
sutupey on 8-33-95.

: Dody was tramsported_th ofMf.. Eye Bank was
+ ID vas made at ER. Fupily £g:5hl]l our office with
funersl howe. Our office to call:consymgrgproducts.

Photographs To be paxformed by OCS0 after:gufopsy.
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PHOTO 9 & 10 Bottom of seat. Suction cups are 2%" in diameter and
seem to be firmly attached to the seat.
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QEVLOCER 192
cettke 7 (¢

PHOTOQ 7 Extension piece let out.

PHOTC 8 Warning label on back
of seat (see photes 3 & &)
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PHOTO 5 Tee bar extended

PHOTO 6 Extension piece extended
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PHOTO 3 Side view with Tee bar in place
PHOTO 4 As above
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PHOTO 1 overview of the device as seen from the front. Seat is approx 12" wide,
13" deep and 11" tall. Shown here with the Tee bar in place.

PHOTDZ 2 As above
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) answer the phone. -She said she was gone for one minute. When she returned she fouh

LRy, Z-um
Baby bath seat. Ll 5 517 Model unknown. /;5/ ﬁ

ERS.
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$. SYNOPIIS OF ACCIOENT 0A communnr AN e1ght-month-o1d male drowned in the bathtub in the
bathroom of his home. The victim's mother was giving the victim and his 23-month-01d

sister a bath. The victim was in a bath seat. The mother left the bathroomt to

the victim face down in about 6 3/4" of water. The boy was rushed to the emergency

‘ hg[g, after treatment, he was 5 declared dead.

T LOCATION (Neme, sthani. lf‘l & TY % ATATE

Home [1 0 East C1eve1and ' .| - —~Ohio LO H

——

104, FRST PROOUCT
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2108 ML 3 -1 Died in ER E Drowning 6 9
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941104CAA2050 Page 1

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

On the morning of 10/3/93 the victim, an eight-month-old
male, was being given a bath by his mother in the bathroom of
their home. Also in the tub with the victim was his 23-month-old
sister. The wvictim was sitting in a bath ring which was attached
to the floor of the bathtub with four suction cups. There was 6
374" of water in the tub. The tub measured approximately 25"wide
by 75" long. ‘

The phone rang and the mother left the hathroom to answer
it. The mother stated that she was gone for about one minute.
When she returned to the bathroom, she found the victim face down
in the water. The rescue squad took the victim to the emergency
room where he was treated. The victim did not respond to the
treatment and he was pronounced dead at 11:55 A.M.

The police report (I was allowed to the read the report, but
not photocopy it.) said that police 1nvest1gators—exam1nad the
accident scene and observed the following: "Found inside-the
bathtub was one blue Safety 1lst child safety seat securely
fastened to tHe bottom of the bathtub with four suction cups."
The police took the bath seat to the Coroner's Office. ' -

The Coroner's Office still has the bath seat and plctures of
the seat are attached to this report as Exhibit #4. Labeling
embossed on the bath seat includes "WARNING: PREVENT DROWNING
NEVER LEAVE CHILD UNATTENDED" and "MADE IN USA 1991 SAFRTY 18T
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED." The bottom of the bath seat is similar to
a lazy susan in that it rotates.

The Coroner ruled the death an accidental drowning.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Assignment

2. Coroner's Verdict
3. Autopsy Protocol
4, Photos



. CORONER'S OFFICE, CUYAHOGA COUNTY, QHIO Original
v . 2521 Adelbert Road, Cleveland

CORONER'S VERDICT CASE NO. 217098

THE STATE OF OBIO,
85
CUYAHOGA COUNTY

Da It Remembered, That on the _3rd day of ___ Qectober AD., 1993
information was given to me, ELIZABETEH K. BALRAJ, M.D,, Coroncr of said County, that
the dead body of an infant boy Juppascd to pave come to  his _ death as the result of
eriminal or other violent means, or by casualty, or by wiclde, or suddenly when in apparent
health, or in any susplcious or anusual manner, (See. 313-11, 313-i2 R.C. Ohio) had becn

found - in Emergency Room, Meridia Huron Hoapital
in the City of Fast Cleveland Cuyahoga County,
on the Ird day of Qutober , 1993,

1 viewed or caused to be viewed the said body at the Coroner's Office. Alter the vicwing
and making inguiry into the circumstances that caused the death of the said persom,
1 obtained Further informatien, to-wit; Police Report

I also carefully cxamined or caused to be examined the said dead body at 745 AM.
on the _4th _ day of - Qetober . 1993 . and 1 find as follows to wit -
I, ELIZABETH K. BALRAI, M.D,, Coroner of 1aid county having difigently inguired, do __

true preaentmcn_t_:_:;akeﬂi_r}_ what manner Brett Grady P
whose body was at the Corones's OfTice on the _4th day of __ October , 1993
came to _his_ death; the said Brett Grady
was __single , about & monthe i dey of age, a resident of East Cleveland,
Qhio and a native of __America had Brown cyes, Black hair, l
- beard, == mustache, Black race, brown complexion, [
and was about _ 26 inches in height, wecighed 21 pounds and was
_an infant by occupation, with the following marks and wounds
upon _his ___body: F
: |
No evidenes of reeent injury. )
Evidence of recent therapy.

Upon full inquiry based on all the known facts, 1 find that the said

Brett Grady came o his
death offigially on the _3rd day of Ostober 19 83

in Emergency Room, Meridia Huron Hospital and was officially
proncunced dead at 11:%5 A.M., by Dr. Spaner. There iz history
that on October 3rd, 19893 at about 11:97 A.M., the said Brett Grady
was found apparently unrespongiva, submerged in the bathtub, by his
mother, Gwendolyn Robinson, at their home at 14709 Alder Avenue.
This infant was remcved from the bathtub, cardicpulmonary
resuscitation was instituted, and the East Cleveland Police and
Rescue Squad were called. On arrival, treatment was continued and
investigation at the scans ravealed that Gwendolyn Grady had placed
the said Brett Grady on a safety seat in the bathtub, in the
company of a sidling,’ in about & 3/4 inchas of water. At this
time, Ms. Rebinson momantarily left the room to ansver the
telephone and, on her return, found this infant unresponsive, face
down in the water. Investigation determined this incldent to ha

Brett Grady é:é‘! M -k. ég MDD,
(Name ol Dceoeased) Coroner
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CORCONER'S OFFICE, CUYAHOGA COUNTY, CHIO Second Page
' 2121 Adclbert Road, Clevetand of Qriginal

CORONER'S VERDICT CASE NO. 217098

THE STATE OF OHIO,
§S.
CUYAKOGA COUNTY

Brett Grady

acceidental. The sald Bratt Grady was then transported to Meridia
Huron Hospital where he was admitted to the Emergency Room at 11:27
A.M., in full cardiopulmonary arrest. Advanced cardiac life
support protocdl and drug therapy were instituted, however this
infant failed to respond and was pronounced dead at the
aforementioned {time and data. The County Coroner’s Office was
notified and the Cuyahoga Ambulanca Company was dispatched. The
sald Brett Grady was then transported to the Coroner’s Office whare
an autopsy was performed. That death in this case was the and
result of drowning, sustained in the aforamentioned circumstance,
and was accidental in naturs.

—— -

[—_ . . -
3 DROWNING. . ) -
.  ACCIDENTAL. -3
1
Brett Grady z K MD.
(Name of Deceased) aroner
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CORONER'S OPFICE, CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO L

Autopsy Protocol o

NAME Rratrt Grady

CASE NO. 217004

AUTOPSY NO, M-64751

DATE Octobsr 4, 1883
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OFFICE OF CORONER, CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO * 2121 Adelbert Road, Cleveland, Ohblo 44106

REFORT OF AUTOPSY OF: Brett Grady

THE STATE OF OHIO ss.
CUYAHOGA COUNTY.

CASE No. 217098 AUTOPSY No, M-64751

I, ELIZABETH K. BALRAJ, M.D, Cororwr of Cuyshopt Caunty, Chia, Cartify that on the  4th

awy of ___OChober L9 93 av_9:45 AM,
Revined Code, of the $tate of ﬂnio., an sutopey mas performed on the body of:
NAME Brstt Grady STREET 14709 Aldar Avenue

In sccordance with Section 313.13 of the

CITY East Claveland COUNTY Cuyahoga STATE Ohio
dccupation Infant sattvity Anmerican Marital Stetus: singl-

and the following iz the report of sutopsy to the best of wy knowiedge and bulief:

Sex Male gn 8 mnths, 1 day tolor . Black
complexion  Brown Zyas Brown Rair Black
Teath None . tight 21.1bs . might .26~ inches
MARKS AND WOUNDS: ST
No svidenca_of r.!:ont injury. -
Evidence of recent therapy.
ANATCOMIC RIAGNQSRS:
1. Drowning.

a) Hemorxhagic pulmonary adema.
2. Therapsutic procedures.

a}) Venipunctures.

CAUSR OF DEAIN. : DROWNING,
ACCIDENTAL.

Page |

N . D.
éuynﬁn éounty Coroner 5

I LI
okl

.
LT R

RS R L

[

S Ty m e, )

LCIRERATRIL H 0 i o e

[T
'

i S



— e ——

Brett Grady 217098 M-64751

The neck musculature shews no hemorrhage apd appears gruossly
normal.
CARDIOVASCULAR: The heart iz normal in configuration.

The coronary arteries are thin walled and have
normal anatomic distribution.

The epicardium is smooth and glistening with little
subepicardial fat. The great vessels enter and leave the
heart in a normal mannexr. The cardiac chambers have a
normal configuration. The foramen ovale and ductus
arterlosus are hoth closed. The septa are intact, and no
congenital cardiac abnormalities are seen. The myccardium
is of normal conaistency and appearance. The heart valves
are thin, pliable, and delicate, and are frae of deformity.
Valve dimensions appear within normal limits. The coronary
nstia occupy their usual anatomical sites.

horta and its major branches: The aorta and its
principal branches are patent throughout. ¥No significant
narrowing ia noted.

Venae cavae and their major tributaries: The superior
and inferior venae cavae and their major tributaries are
patant throughout.

RESPIRXTURY: The bronchial tres is of normal caliber and _
configuration without evidence of obstruction and contains ‘a
small amount of yellowish, frothy fluid. The pulmonary=
artérige ara patent and free of .leslons. -‘The right and left
lunga have normal lobar configuration and the viscaral -
Pleura is smooth and glistening. The lung parenchyma is
congested, airless and moderately edenmatous.

HEMIC AND LYMPHATIC: The spleen has normal configuration
with smooth and glistening capsule and normal consistency
and appearance.

No abnormal lymph nodes are encountsred.

DIGESTIVE: The ssophagus ls free of leasions. It contains a
snall amount of regqurygitated gastric contents. No tracheo~
csoph;ioal fistula is identified. The stomach has a normal
configuration with shining serosal surface and normal
mcosal rugal pattern without ulceratiocn or any other
lesions. The pylorus is of normal-caliber and appearancs.
The stomach containg 3 1/2 ouncas of watary fluid and
clotted milk. The ducdenum is free of ulceration and the
remaindar of the small bowel, the c¢olon and the ractum are
norrmal in appearance. The appendix is present and
unremarkable.

LIVER: The hepatic capsule is smooth and glistening and the
parenchyma 18 unremarkable. )

" The gallhladder is of normal size and configuration.
The wall is thin and the mucosa is bila-stained. It
contains 7 cc of bile and is lined by velvety green mucosa.
No calculi ars identifiad,.

PANCREAS: The pancreas has the usual tan, lobulated
appearance without focal lesions.
GENITOURINARY SYSTEM:

Kidneys: The capsules of both -kidneys strip with easa
to reveal a faw remaining fetal lcbulations in otharwise
smooth surfacesa. 0On section the renal cortices are .cof
normal thickness and tha medullary region is unremarikabla.
The palvo-calyceal systems and uraters ara of normal size
and configuration bilaterally. The bladder mucosa is smooth
and tan. No urina is recovered. Tha prostate shows no
abnormalities. The testes are prasent in the scrotal sac
bilatarally and on section show no focal lesions.
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e ' Brett Grady 217098 M-64751
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ENDOCRINE SYSTEM: No abnormalities are observed in the
pituitary, thyroid, or adrenal glands.

MUSCULOSKELETAL: No significant abnormalities are obsarved
in the axial or appendicular skeleton.

HEAD/BRAIN: The scalp shows no contusions or subgaleal
hamorxhage. The antarior fontanel is virtually closed
neasuring 3/4 x 3/4". The poaterior fontanal is closed.
The dura is smcoth -and glistening and the venous sinuses ara
patent. The skull is intact and there is no hemorrhage in
tha petrous pyramids. The remainder of the brain will ba
desc:.ttrod after fixation.

B i a B T

BRAIN AH‘ER FIXATION: The dura shovs ne lesicns and the :

vencus sinuses are patent. The leptomeninges are thin and
trxansparent throughout and show no subarachnoid hemorrhage
or exudate., The cerebral hemispheres are symmstrical with
grossly normal convolutional pattern. There is no svidences
of subfalcial, uncal or cerebellar tonsillar herniation. H
The major cerebral arteries are thin and transparent-and
appear t& be patent throughout. No congenital vaEoular -
abnormalities are sean. Serial corcnal mactions througk the
- . carsbral hemispheras show normal cortical ribbon and - =.
- 4 - und@rlying white matter. 'The posterior portion and splenium
of the corpus callosum appear somewhat thinned. The basal:
ganglia and diencephalon are grossly normal. Sarial cross
sections through the brain stem and sagittal sections !
through tha careballum fail to show any gross lesions or
abnormalities. The ventricular systen is of normal size and

et rire s Paas s

contiguzation. N R
. : IR
MICROSCOPIC PESCRIPTION : a2
R §}
HEART: No pathologic findings. ; Bl éf'
I .
| LUNGS: Hemorrhagic pulmonary edana, l o g;
R |
LIVER: : _ . Mo pathologic rindings. E - ’g
PANCREAS: No patholegic findings. ; - -,1';:
|  SPLEEN: No pathologic findings. i :
; THYMUS : No pathologic findinga. E )
H L
KIDNEYS: No pathologic findings. : T
ADRENALS : No pathologic findings. i
i L
THYROID AND } P
TRACHEA: No pathelogic findings. . :
TESTIS AND ) S
BPIDIAPHRAGM: No pathologic findings. .
i BRAIN: No pathologic dlagnosis. ) )
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CORONER'S OFFICE, CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIQ PG- I ;
. 2121 Adelbert Road, Cleveland Ohio 44106 R

REPORT OF TOXICOLOGY LABORATORY FINDIN}iS

THE STATE OF OHIO  8s P

CUYAHOGA COUNTY ' : o

NAME : BRETT GRADY CASE NUMBER : 00217098 AUTOPSY NUMBER @ 0064751 P

DATE RECEIVED : 04-Oct-93 DATE RBPORTED : 26-0ct-931 L

. CONCEWTRATIONS 1N we/il UFLEES GTAKRNIST WOTID

SANPLES mewwmssmmww=>  BLOGD 1 DILE 1 VITR 1 GASTRIC 1 !

DATES >  10/04/93 10/04/93 10/04/93 10/04/93

. 1

“01-VOLATILES WD ND 73] DN i

~D1-ETRANOL -0/ 0L ND ¥D ND NTDN o

L3

=07-ACID / NEUTRALS ND ) * i

TO8-BALICYLATE WD R

~05-ETHCHIORVINO —__WD- . ‘ : T i

! CI-ACETANINGPHEN WD ' — i

- — L - - .. - i N i

" TIACBENZODYAZEPINES WD H ’%

“Z7-GUALITATIVE OPIATES ND ' : TR

T30-PLOCD ANPHETANINES WD ;i

=31= T 7] T ok
~32-BLOOD BASES WD

- T 73

| N

1} I

ND « NONE CTED NIDN=NOT DONE  POS=ANALYIE(S) DETECTED _ -

QNS= QUANTITY NOT SUFFICIENT UNS =UNSATISFACTORY SAMPLE T

L - =

{ : A PR, £ : :

i, 3 §4 e gD, -

7 PoXICO QE( . 2R

-~ REFER 70 T SIDE POR ANALYTE LEGEND ~ - -




CORONER’S OFFICE, CUYAHOGR COUNTY, OHIO PG—‘ 1 K

. 2121 Adalbert Road, Claveland ohilo 44108 . L
REPORT OF TOXICOLOGY LABORATORY FINDINGS . . = ‘

THE STATE OF OHIO a8
CUYAHOGA COUNTY

AUTOPSY NUMBER : 0064751 o

NAME : BRETT GRADY _ CASE NUMBER : 00217098 .
DATE RECEIVED : 04-Oct-93 DATE REFORTED : 26-O0ct-93 T
CONCENTRATIONS IN mg/dL UNLEZS QTEERWIAE NOTED f:
SANPLES wemwawwemmwew>  BLOOD 1 BILE 1 VIIR 1 GASTRIC 1 i
DATES >  10/04/93 10/04/93 10/04/93 10/04/93 i
I _ _ 31
=O0I-VOLATILES ND ND ND NTDN iz
~01-ETEANOL-0/DL ND ND ND NTDN ) E
T07-ACID / NEUTRALS ) i
~O8-SALICYLATE D ; ST
TOS-ETHCHIORVYNOL .. _-ND- 5 - T o
mm WD L
i re T
T27T-QUALITATIVE OPIATES RO -
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L ¥ Brett Grady 217098 M-6475L : R

Expired in Emergency Room at Meridia Huron Hospital at 11:55 : ﬁ
A.M., 10/3/93. S

GROSS ANATOMIC DESCRIPTION ' .

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION: The body is that of a normally
developing, well nourished, black male infant who a

larger than recorded age of *8 months. The height l1s 28
inches and the waight 21 pounds. The head circumference is
17 7/8", the chest circumference is 18 1/4", and the
abdominal girth is 18 1/3". Rigor mortis is fully developed
and fixed dependent iividity is noted. The body is cold. .
| *Correct age ls 8 months, 1 day. ) b

e

A G
AR

e 12

The hair is black, fine, and normal in distribution. The s
irides are brown and the pupils are rcund, regular and -
sgual. The conjunctivae show no petechial hemcrrhages.and
the cexnwas are unremarkable. The nose ahd sars~are grossly
norasl. No nasal or oral discharges are notad. The lips *~
show early drying but are otherwise unremarkabls. Tha gral
nucosa-ls freae of lasions and the frenula.ars intact. Other
than the middle incisors, the teeth have not erupted yet. .
The nack shows no external lesions or palpable masses. The
chast, back, abdomen and extremities show no abnormalities.
The genitalia are of a normal uncircumcisad infant male.
Both testicles are descended. The anus is unremarkable.

The parinaal ragion shows mild diaper rash. No scars or
tattoos ars observad.
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EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL EVIDENCE OF RECENT THERAPY:

A
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Vanipunctures are noted in the right antecubital fossa
and right femoral region.

rgs

EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL BVIDENCB oF RECENT INJURY:

v

I ‘“' N

No injuries are noted.

ey

INTERNAL EXAMINATION: The body is cpened by means of tha
usual "Y" and biparietal incisions. The abdominal and
thoracic viscera occupy their normal anatomical sitas. The
serous surfaces ars smooth and glistening and there is no
significant accumulation of fluid within the body cavities.
The weights of the organs ars as follows and, unlass
spacified balow, show no additional evidence of congenital
or acquired disease.

Heart-46 grams,

Right lung~96 grams,

Left lung-66 grams, ' .
Spleen—~47 grams, . oo
Liver-436 grams, . -
Right kidney-35 grams,

Left kidney-16 grams, -
Brain-955 grams,

Thymus~42 grans.

T e R e T R T

tan tidsue. No pstechial hemorrhages are cbserved. The
larynx, hypopharynx and trachea are of normal configuration
and frde of obstruction. The lining mucosa is pink and
glistening. The hyoid bone and thyroid cornua ars intact.

norna14shapa and position dononstratinq the usual lobulated

b L LI T Ay 1)

i
| NECK: The neck organs are ramcved @n hlgc. The thymus is of
|
I
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SRS -

Overall views of the bath seat

being held by the Cuyahoga County Coroner*s
Office,
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Additional views of bath seat'.
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941104CAA2850

Cautionary labeling saying that children
should not be left unattended, :

5 ™,

Consumcer Product

O L N e i m

Manufacturer identification, Bath seat
was manufactured by Baby 1st.
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Bottom view of bath seat, Suction cups
are all'secursly attached to bath seat with
(I am guessing) glue. Bottom of bath seat is
simitar to a lazy susan in that it rotates.
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6. SYNOPSIS OF ACCIDENT OR COMFLAINT
A nine month cld female was placed in a baby bath seat in a
regular bathtub by her mother. The mother, who was drunk, turned the
water on in the bathtub and left the wvictim for at least one hour.
The water overflowed the bathtub. The victim drowned. The mother is

charged with involuntary manslaughter.

7 . LOCATION (Home , School ,etc. )}

home 10

g. CITY
Leesville

9. STATE
LA

10A. FIRST PRODUCT
I baby bath seat 1557

10B. TRADE/BRAND HAME
Gerry Splash Seat

10C. MOOEL NOMBER.
Model 455

10D. MANUFACTURER MAME AMD ADDRESS
Gerry Baby Products Co.
12520 Grant Drive
Denver, CO 80241

11B. TRADE/BRAND NAME
unknown

11C. MODEL NOMBER

unknown

15, INJURKY DINIMOSIS |

12. AGE OF VICTIM 13, SEX 14. DISPOSITION

209 2 Fatality Drowning

8 69

16. BODY PART (3) 17. RESPONDENT 18, TYVE OF 19. TDM SPENT

IRVOLVED Army Captain INVESTIGATION (OPERATICONRAL BOCRE)
All parts telephone 14.0
85 2
20. ATTMOIMENT (3) 25 .CASE SOURCR 22. ENNFILE COLLECTION WIMAER. ’
documents Death none
2 Certificate(9622039489)

12
23. PEWMISSION TO DISCLOSE MMt (NON MREISR CANES Oﬂ.‘n
no

24. 25. REVIEWED BY 26. REGIONAL OFFICE DIRECTCR

97873 ¢ 2257

27. DISTRIBUTION
Q:EHDS CC:

L i} Jig 97
+ 1. TASK NUMBER A 2.INVESTIGATOR'S ID
870418CCC3103 8009
EPIDEMIOLOGIC
CcE CODE 4 DATE OF TOENT 5. DATE INITIATED I STIGATION /
3. omx -l - DATE THITIACR REPORT
860 961112 970519

i



970418ccc3103 o
these. He said the mother's first words when she called 911 was "T
killed my baby".

The Captain furnished the name and address of the baby seat
manufacturer and its model number. He said the bathtub was a normal
size tub but neither this nor the baby seat had any bearing because
the water was left on and the tub overflowed.

STANDARDS INFORMATION

None

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION

The baby seat present was identified as a Gerry Splash Seat, Model
455, manufactured by Gerry Baby Products Co., 12520 Grant Drive,
Denver, CO 80241,

' SAMPLES COLLECTED

None

ATTACHMENTS

1) FAX received from Captain re manufacturer information

2 Copy Accident Investigation Request Form with copy of Death
Certificate (9622039489)
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' 'I‘YPE FPOLLOW-UP "TELEPHONE ( ) ON-SITE {I)

R Y
R R, > éﬁ

___ ce ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REQUEST FORM

e ?%.z»za sETIVS e

-DOCUICENT NUMBER :

N Wﬂf T

FOLLOW-UP REQU’SSTED ) HAZARD ANALYSIS ( ) 8ECT 15 (I)

) EEADQ‘UAR‘I‘!RS COMACT: Renae Rluchlchwalbe 504-060B x1362

- Marc Bnhoam 504 0608 z1365

HSIMT MESSAGE: Please complete the invest:.gation using the
Investigation Guideline. It ig very important to establish the

- ~detziled .seguence cof events in  these incidents including the

......

' coroners or medical examiners reports, paramedics report, police

infant's position. during the incident and the uss of any bath.

rings, seats, or .infant bathtubs. Exact age of infant (DOB and . o

. date of incident) needs verification and detexrmine length of time . -
. between when child was last cbserved as fine until he/she was- mmiere=
- discovered submerged.. - . . ST T T
" Por fatal incidenté, pleaae' interview any parents ‘er. - wE

‘caregivers for the detailed sequence of évents to the extent

" possible.. If the state does not allow contact with the next-of-kin cin

in a fatal incident; collect all official documentation including

investigation, social worker's report, and any medical treatment -

' records. .. , - : o . L .
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