
Doc No: I08A0289A Issue: 3 10/16/2008 
10/14/200814:02:28 

Name = Tracy West 
Address =2797 Ironwood Road 
City =Imperial MEflLPRVLBR NOTIFIEll
State = California 
Zip =92251 COMMENTS: _YES 00 

__OVERRULED; ATTACHEDEmail =jmbintl@yahoo.com 
Telephone = 7604970917 _EXCISIONS/FOIA EXS._~Name of Victim = Abigail Rae West
 
Victim's Address = 2797 Ironwood Road
 
Victim's City = Imperial ~NOT:1-:7:T?eq
 
Victim's State =California
 
Victim's Zip =92251
 
Victim's Telephone =
 

Incident Description =Our daughter Abigail was a passenger in a Yamaha Rhino when it rolled over and she was
 
partially ejected and the roll bar crushed her neck killing her instantly. They were making a turn to come back to
 
camp when the vehicle rolled over. These machines need to be taken off the market. I know several people who
 
have rolled in these and they are lucky they are still alive. If Yamaha had just spent the extra 100.00 to install 5
 
point harnesses it would have saved hers and many more lives.
 

Victim's age at time of incident = 13
 
Victim's sex =female
 
Date of incident = 11-22-06
 
Product involved =Yamaha Rhino
 
Product brand name/manufacturer =Yamaha
 
Manufacturer street address =
 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) =
 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date =
 
Product damaged, repaired or modified =
 
If yes, before or after the incident =
 
Description of damage, repair or modification =
 
Date product purchased = It did not belong to us.
 
Product involved still available = no
 
Have you contacted the manufacturer = yes
 
If not, do you plan to contact them =
 
Name Release =Release name to the manufacturer and public
 



If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space 
below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any 
changes, additions, or comments I have made) is accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

/tJ d3 ~() J~ 
Date 

o I request that you do not release my name. 

r"l
l_ .....J 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public. 



Region: EASTERNCONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT 

Murn.._..1lF_-RES.PClNIlEN'r._.__.__.._ ..__...._. 
(b)(3)CPSA Section 25(c) 21?5~~~s~O. HOME) (WORK) 

unknown 

4.CITY ST ZIPCODE 
Hot Springs AR 71913 

4b.INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE 
Hot Springs AR 71913 

)ESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES
 
e ATV has rolled over on the consumer on 2 different occasions.
 

cont ­

DATE 7 • IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN (, ~ 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
OF AGE/SEX 44 YIM J &IS rl RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

~IDENT(S) AND DESCRIBE. IN~R/PRVl8.JltillIlftE.ll self 

11/15/2006 skinned leg and brUises ~ RELATIONSHIP 
COMMENTS1:t:n: VESA' NO._ self 

DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT ~'SIONSIFOIA EXS.'1><--: 10 . BRAND NAME 
Jlility vehicle Yamaha Rhino 660 4 x 4 

DO NOT RE-NOTIFY _AE·NC TIFY 

.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. oS: PHONE 12.MODEL, SERIAL #'8, DATE OF MFR 
Yamaha VIN# unavailableISSUE 9unknown 13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS &: PHONEunknown 

The Outdoorunknownw 11/24/2008 unknownunknown 
Benton, AR 
501-776-0679 

.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 1S.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
OR MODIFIED? YES DATE PURCHASED 09/25/2006 AGE 2 Y 
IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?
INCIDENT? AFTER IF SO, NOTE: 
DESCRIBE: None pertaining to the problem. 
The utility vehicle rolled over 2 different times. 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
Yes. 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE
 
.DATE RECEIVED 21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 22.DOCUMENTNO. 
11/20/2008 mlj/HL H08B0236A 

.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

. DISTRIBUTION 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
5044 

26.ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE 
mlj 11/21/2006 

SC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMS 3041-0029
 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H08B0236A 

rrative Continued 
./06) The consumer 5'10" tall, 210 lbs., consumer was riding
le ATV and making a turn on a small hill, when the ATV flipped 
rer. The consumer sustained skinned legs, because the ATV did 
It have doors on it at that time. 

! consumer contacted the dealer and relayed the incident 
lformation over to a rep. The dealer informed him that the 
:ility vehicles were supposed have doors on them and that either 
le mfr. or the retailers had sent out letter about the doors. 
le consumer indicated that he was never informed of this. 
)wever, the dealer installed doors and a hand-hold device in the 
.ddle of the utility vehicle sometime later (no expense to the 
msumer) . 

'/15/08) The consumer was riding in the utility vehicle down a 
.rt road and going around a corner, when the vehicle rolled over 
times. The consumer was wearing boots, a helmet, and his seat 
!It. The vehicle flipped over so hard that the rear end for the 
.ght rear tire came out. The consumer drove it home in that 
)ndition. The COnsumer is experiencing some pain from the 
lcident, but has not seen a doctor for them. 

! consumer notes that the doors on this ATV are extremely short 
ld he feels that they do not really provide sufficient 
~otection. 

stributor Phone I: 

SC Source: INTERNET 



H0880236A
 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you ~ish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them In the 
space below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report 
(including any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is 
accurate to the best of my knowleQge and belief. 

I request that you do not release my name. 
1­

You may release my name to the manufacturer but
 
I request that you not release it to the general public.
 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to 
the public. 



Doc No: I08B0085A Issue: 6 11/05/2008 
11/04/2008 09:26:48 

Name = '(b) (3}:cpsASection 25(c) 
Address 
City =J 
State = 
Zip =32 
Email = 
Telepho 
Name of 
Victim's 
Victim's 
Victim's 
Victim's 
Victim's 

MFRIPRVLBR NOTIFIED uf;, ;, ~ I 
COMMENTS: _ YES -6'0 . (0
_OVERRULED; _ATTACHED 

LE'XCISIONS/FOIA EX5.%c..-: b 

..aebo NOT RE-NOTIFY _ RE-N01"IFY 

Incident Description = I was riding my mother's Yamaha Rhino when it flipped at a low rate of speed on a flat 
surface. 'was wearing a seatbelt but my foot was ejected from the machine and the rollbar behind the weight of 
the machine severed my lower left leg. I have had 19 surgeries (costing over 1.2 million so far) and 16 months 
later I am still unable to walk but they were able to salvage my leg. I grew up riding motorcycles and 4 wheelers 
so this was not my first time on an ATV. This vehicle flipped so quickly it was almost instantaneous, You must do 
something to force Yamaha to improve the safety of this vehicle. Too many people have lost their lives and 
sustained severe injuries due to vehicle being extremely top heavy and having various other design flaws, The 
president of Yamaha France tried to implement safety features (in France) to prevent injuries after he himself fell 
victim to a rollover in which he sustained crushed ankles. Once Yamaha International got wind of the vehicle 
alterations they made him remove all added safety features. At least someone in the organization is trying to 
help. You must do something to stop this disregard to product safety. You cannot imagine what I have gone 
through and 1hope my complaint helps prevent it from happening to many others. Please do not release my 
name to the pUblic because I do not want to be posted all over the internet like some victims. Thank you in 
advance for any changes that you might enforce. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 35 
Victim's sex =male 
Date of incident = 07/0212007 
Product involved =2007 Yamaha Rhino 450 
Product brand name/manufacturer =Rhino 450IYamaha • 
ManUfacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) =Newnan, Georgia 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Model yxr45fwr, serial # 5y4aj19yx7a01 0191 
Product damaged, repaired or modified = no 
If yes, before or after the incident = 
Description of damage, repair or modification = 
Date product purchased =02/10/2007 
Product involved still available = yes 
Have you contacted the manufacturer = yes 
If not, do you plan to contact them = 
Name Release = Do not release name 



I08B0085A
 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments yo~ wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them In the space 
below. 

V~··hlL\e 

. 
~v11.'\ ~ ,..) -k.-(t f··u",f-r-t.+-, I}~ V t: +-~ \' ~ C-.<J ~vt o{ J2( 

d. iJb-U'U.·~·tt\ A-N S"v(l..., e(.)tJC .£-f S t" I 

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any 
changes, additions, or comments I have made) is accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

." 

~ 
Date 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public. 



Region: WESTERN CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIPENT REPORT 
.. __._.-._._------_.-_.__..__._. ---­

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)1.NAME OF RESPONDENT 
435-668-5164 unknownTracy Heavyrunner ._----1--­

----~ 
4.CITY ST ZIPCODE3 • STREET ADDRESS 

84721Enoch UT239 W, Mustang Rd ---------_ .."""-_.,--- ­--------_.,-- ­
4b.INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE4a.EMAIL ADDRESS 

Enoch UT 84721 
._-----'-_. ---_._...-­

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON IN.JURIES 
Consumer is aware on CAP for NR 09-172 involving the product. 

- cont­

6. DATE 
OF 

INCIDENT(S) 
04/06f2009 

\'br U~~~~\ a:~,tl~'/ "I V\' U~" ,--ibCb\rl (A (fl)h/ ~t}i 
S.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT 

AGE/SEX 36Y/M 
7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, 

RESPONDENT, PROVIDE 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY unknown
 

legs contusion, lung damage, ana broken jaw and teeth
 RELATIONSHIP 
husband--,-...---_._-'_ .._- --~ 

10.BRAND NAME9.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 
Yamaha Rhino 660ail terrain vehicle 

_____.., -4-- _---_.._,-­
11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 12.MODEL, SERIAL #16, DATE OF MFR 

unknown MFR/PRVLOR NOTIFIED / ISSUE 2 9 yin 5y4am08y37a020094 1dom 2007 

k COMMENTS: _YES ...00 13. DEALER f S NAME, ADDRESS & PROm L...' 
un nown kJexVERRUONLESO/F;O-'A AEJxtsA. CH~••4 /13 /2009 ~:1:~~itY Dealer - C::("<~~~},,¥ t~~(Y'bK~V 

Cedar City, UT ()f-X5"{1r:, 
______. oo;:I/:FY[(/ON~TI~ unknow_n .__._----'----l-__

14. WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 15. PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
OR MODIFIED? NO DATE PURCHASED 05f10/2008 AGE 1 Y
 

IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?
 
INCIDENT? IF SO, NOTE:
 
DESCRIBE:
 no 

. -'----*---------,--,--y----­
17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 18. IS 'I'HE PRODOCT STILL AVAILABLE? 19.!t1'.AY WE 

t-iANUFACTURER? NO YES USE YOUR 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO NAME WITH 
CONTACT THEM? 

IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
THISftc.

.) REPORT? 
YES 

---,---...-----..-----,....1-------- - --_---1. _ 
FOR ADMINISTRATION USE ------------r---­

20.lJ,ATE RECEIVED 21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFrICE) ~22.DOCUMENT NO. 
04/10/2009 jftfHl 1 H0940131Ai _. _ 

~3.FOLLOW-UP ACTION !24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
: 3286_,__.. ., _ 

~5.DISTRIBUTION 126.ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE
 
~____ ._._~.04f10/2009 ~ . _
 

~PSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

H0940131A 

Narrative Continued 
Consumer believes the all-terrain vehicle poses accident and 
injury hazard. 

Consumer said the husband was operating the all-terrain vehicle in 
the back yard while on a flat surface. Consumer said the husband 
was driving between 5-10 mph when he made a left hand turn and 
the vehicle flipped over causing him to be thrown from the 
vehicle. Consumer said the husband suffered a broken jaw, 
multiple leg injuries, and broken teeth and was rushed to Valley 
View Medical Center were he was treated for his injuries. 

No further information available. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: NE~ 



H0940131A
 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the 

space below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report 
{including any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Date 

I request that you do not release my name. 

~ ...! You may release my name to the manufacturer but 
L.__I I request that you not release it to the general pUblic. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to 
the public. 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

1.~~~Sro~-E-N-T-------T2-.p-H-O-m-·-N-O-.-(-H-O-~-)---(-W-O-U-)-~~.J~-~5 
James Meyers 415-595-0749 unknown t' 7 "j(:'

------------_._----_._+------~-----------------'._--

J • STREE'T ADDRESS 
75 Chula Vista Dr. 

4&.. ~IL ADDRESS
d IA '::> yfY t3 n /''1 <;) t,.::'}v~ ')1) •Lt/ 

4. CITY ST ZIPCODE 
San Rafael CA 94901

'-­
4b. INCIDENT 

San Rafael 
CITY ST 

CA 

ZIPCODE 
94901 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES
 
Consumer is aware of CAP for NR 09-172 involving this product.
 

- cant ­

6. DATE 
OF 

INCIDENT(S) 
04/08/2009 

7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS,
 
AGE/SEX 0 YIM 6 ~S 0 I
 
AND DESCRIBE IN~~lIDfBjlO.IlJEIEII 

~none 

8.I~ VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RE$PONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

none 

RELA.TIONSHIP 

____l ...,.::C0d;MWMtiEUlNTiUSu:;o~YE~~SlffAtiNO~'--_rl_-none _ ..J)VER~UU:O; _ 

9.DESCRIPTION O~ PRODUCT ~ 10.BRAND NAME 
all terrain vehicle _EXC S/FOIA EXS. ~ 660 Rllino 2004 

NOT R£·N011fY _RE. ._-­
11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. &. PHONE 12.MODEL, SERIAL #' s, DATE OF MFR 

ISSUE 28 

04/09/2009 

Yamaha 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 

vin # 5y4am06y874a000566 dam 07/04 

13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS &. PHONE 
G $ B Yamaha 
326 Beta!uma Blvd North 
tetaluma. CA 94952 
707-763-4658 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 

IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

1S.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 10/1 0/2004 AGE 5 Y 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
..~ y I:;: ,~~i 

17.UAVE 'You CONTACTED THE 
MANU~AC'l'URER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? '/ E: 

19. IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABI,E? 
YES 

IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

-119 •MAY ~1E 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

._.....J ­ ~ -L _ 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE
 

20.DATE RECEIVED 21.RECEIVED BY (~AME &. OFFICE) 22.DOCUMENT NO. 
. 04/08/2009 jfVHL H0940099A 

-~---------------

~3.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3286 

26.~NDORSER'S NAME &. TITLE!5.D!STRIBUTION 
jf! 04/08/2009 

:PSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

H0940099A 

Narrative Continued 

Consumer believes the all terrain vehicle poses a injury and 
safety hazard. 

Consumer complained the rubber bushing on the metal sway bar of 
the all terrain vehicle is making contact with the drive shift of 
the vehicle. Consumer discovered 3 bolts on the metal bracket 
that secured the sway bar was loose and a 4th bolt had broken 
off. Consumer discontinued use of the product. No injuries 
reported. 

No further information. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: NE~ 



H0940099A
 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the 

space below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report 
(Including any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

r' ~ 

\ I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but
 
I request that you not release it to the general public.
 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to ".\. the public. 



840 

1. Task Number
 

090325CWE8131
 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2007 11 22 

3. Office Code 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint 

7. Location (Home, School, etc)
 

2 - FARM
 

NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
11 

16. Body Part(s) 
Involved
 

75 - HEAD
 

20. Attachment(s) 
2 - Documents 

2. Investigator's 10 

8109 EPIDEMIOLOGIC 

5. Date Initiated INVESTIGATION 
YR MO DAY REPORT 

2009 04 01 

UPC 

An 11-year-old girl was driving a utility ATV in a level pasture. When she made a sharp left turn, she was partially 
ejected from the ATV, and the vehicle rolled over her. She sustained a depressed skull fracture when she struck her 
head against the roll bar on the vehicle. She died at the incident site. She was not wearing a helmet or a seat belt. 

MER/PRYLBR NOUFIED 

COMMENTS: _ YES ..t6io 
--DVERRULED: ___ATTACHED ~ 

~CISIONSIFOIA EX8.2)(,( 

doN;:;TI:t~~r 
8. City 9. State 

PASO ROBLES CA 

10A. First Product 10B. Trade/Brand Name 10C. Model Number 

3286· All Terrain Vehicles (four W YAMAHA RHINO VIN:5Y4J22Y66AOOO21 450 

100. Manufacturer Name and Address 
YAMAHA MOTOR CORPORATION, USA 
6555 Katella Avenue 
Cypress, CA 90630 

11A. Second Product 11 B. Trade/Brand Name 11 C. Model Number 

0 NONE NONE 

11 D. Manufacturer Name and Address 

14. Disposition 15. Injury Diagnosis 
8· Death 54 - Crushing 

18. Type of Investigation 19. Time Spent 
(operatl0jl/ Travel)

2 • Telephone 14 a 

22. Sample Collection Number 

o Verbal o Ves for Manuf. Only 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

28. Source Document Number 
N0930587A 

13. Sex 
2 - Female 

17. Respondent 

3 - 2nd Hand Info Only 

21. Case Source 
05 - Newspaper 

23. Pennlsslon to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

o Ve. • No 

24. Review Date 
04/3012009 

25. Reviewed 
9035 

By 

27. Distribution 
Topka, Tanya 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 01131/2010 OMB NO. 30410029 



IDI: 090325CWE8131 

This investigation was a follow-up to an incident reported in a news article dated 11-23­
2007. 

The information contained in this report was obtained from the police and coroner's 
investigation reports. 

The victim, an l1-year-old girl, was 5'W' tall and weighed 95 lbs. She was not under the 
influence of alcohol or any drug. She had a history of epilepsy. 

The incident occurred on private property. The incident site was dry. level, unimproved 
pasture with no notable unusual terrain hazards. 

It was clear. cool, and dry on the day of the incident. The incident occurred during 
daylight hours. 

The victim and her female cousin woke up around 9:00 a.m. to go to the ranch. They 
arrived at the ranch an hour later. They were expecting to play and ride the ATVs all day 
at the ranch. The very first thing they wanted to do after arriving at the destination was to 
ride the ATVs. The cousin's father took them for a short ride. teaching them on how to 
operate the ATVs. Later the girls were riding ATVs alone. The victim was riding a utility 
ATV and the cousin a "quad runner" ATV. At one point the father thought that they were 
riding too far from the ranch house and ordered them to ride close to the house. 

The victim and the cousin had been riding each ATV alternately for three to four hours 
before the incident. Immediately before the incident the victim was riding the utility 
ATV, and the cousin was riding the other ATV ahead of her. When the cousin slowed 
down because of the bumpy terrain ahead, she momentarily looked behind and saw the 
victim's ATV on its side and on top of her. She immediately turned around and rushed to 
the scene. The victim was unconscious and not breathing. The cousin yelled for help but 
got no response. She attempted to call 911 with her cell phone but could not get a clear 
connection. She tried to call the ranch house but could not a clear connection. She drove 
back to the house and informed her father ofthe incident. He with the ranch owner drove 
to the site. The victim was unresponsive and not breathing. She was bleeding from her 
mouth. They moved the ATV from the victim, and began and continued CPR on her until 
paramedics arrived at the scene. 

The victim was driving in the pasture at an unknown speed. She made a sharp tum 
causing the ATV to slightly slide counterclockwise. At that moment she overcorrected 
the steering input to the right, causing the weight of the ATV to transfer back to the left. 
This sudden weight transfer caused the ATV to roll over onto its left side. The victim was 
partially ejected from the ATV and struck her head on the roll bar. The ATV rested on 
top of the lower halfof her body. She was not wearing a helmet and was not using the 
seat belt. The driver's seat belt buckle was later found pushed down between the seat and 
the center console. 



IDI: 090325CWE8131 

The victim sustained a fatal injury to the left side ofher head (depressed skull fracture) 
and was pronounced dead at the scene by a paramedic. 

The incident vehicle was damaged slightly; the top driver's side roll bar and canopy 
sustained scratches. 

The coroner's investigator test drove the incident ATV and found no functionality 
problem with it. 

The incident vehicle is a 2006 Yamaha Rhino 450 Cam utility ATV (VIN: 
5Y4J22Y66A000210). It has a steering wheel and a roll cage over the passenger 
compartment. It has two side-by-side seats, each equipped with a standard 3-point 
seathelt (with waist and shoulder restraints). 

The following information on the incident ATV was not available from the police or 
coroner's report: 

• date ofmanufacture 
• date ofpurchase 
• place ofpurchase 
• price 
• aftermarket modifications 

Attachments: 

1- CHP Report No. 2007-11-0060 

2 - Coroner's Report No. 15609 

3 - Contact information 



(OO:~O-lWD) Wd6Z:~ 600l/80/~O 

CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL
 
TEMPLETON AREA
 

101 Duncan Road 
Templeton, California 93465 

r.;:IO~l: ~09=O=32:-=-5C:::7W-:-:-:E=8-13-'1 

Attachment 1 Notice 
The document being faxed is Intended only for the U68 of the Individual or entity Indicated below as 
the addressee. The document may contain informaUon that is privileged, confidential, and exempt 
from disclosure under applicable law. If you have received this communication In error, please notify 
us immediately by telephone and return the orl91nal message to us at the address above, via U.S. 
Postal Service. 

You are hereby notified that any unauthorized dissemInation, distribution. or copying of this 
communication is strictly prohibited. 

TO: Organization: US CONSUMER PRODUCT 
SAFETY COMMISION 

Attention: TED 010/PRODUCT SAFETY 
INVESTIGA TOR 

Phone Number: 
Fax Number: -~-~8"7"66-=---44-3:--6~7~6-4----

Pages Transmitted: ~_1.......2__(including cover sheet)
 

FROM: Name: CYTASHA CAMPA 
-------:----=-=~.....:.........~:...::...:..:-.:....:-.----

Phone Number: __~(805) 434..1822 
Fax Number: (805) 434·2197 

Date: April B, 2009 

Comments:
 

REF: 2007..11·0050
 



STEP 1 • Determine If the requestor wants an Arrest Log only or othe~ records. Check the appropriate box. 

o Arrest Log Only ReQuest. Arrest log only requests do not rSQuire prior approval from Office of General Counsel (OGe). 
.	 Arrest logs contain seven calendar days of arrest information. Arrest logs may contBin the name, home address. date of 

birth, gender. and crIminal charges against the arrestee Requests may be mailed. faxed, or made in person, but shall not be 
disruptive to normal business, Copies will be provided at $.30 per page. 

FiioutSTCcM=LiTe~~~) -. -- - -'-_.. - -- - -- -r,QNVM;i'R. _. - ._. - '-. 

_	 .._ .._. _. ._. ,.__ ,_ .__ ,_, __J__ ,,_, . ­

o Other Record(s} Requ8lit - Fill in the blanks below with the apecJfic information the requestor wants. Do not ask why they 
want thelnformatlon. .._.--,----,,------- _._- - _._--_.- --- ' ­_

STEP 2 ~ CalcUlate 10 calendar days from the day the request was receiveo, and place In the date box below. "the 10th day 
falls on a weekend 01' holiday, then enter the nelCt business day. 

STEP 3 • Read the following to the requestor verbatim: 

'Your recOrds request h~s been sent to CHP's Office of General Counsel for review, California law requires the CHP to notify 
you, In writing. within 10 da~. advISing whether the CHP has the public records SOUght; whether the public records are wholly or 
partly disclosable; whether the agency needs up to an additional 14 days to research and respond to your pObllc records 
request; or, alternaUvslY, why the public record$ are not available for disdosure. You may return in 1~/i):.S...WJ _. __ 
to receive your written notification, or you may elect to receive your notlflcation via the U.S. Mail. You are not reqUIred to provide 
any personal Information to receive your notification, but if you prefer to have your notification mailed. please voluntarily provide 
~r.name and mailing addre.!s=- --,.. _. . _ ...__ .._ .__ 
N~ IAOC~QS . 

.u ~O lC~A ,~ Q([x\~\~kl~; ~·¥..9C)L5 'lJe t/ ~-4d~I~ , Jiil.l.Utt.l-illi £ 
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fAGe 'OLto ' 
bFFieEA Lo. N~~B~eR~--NcfcNCMBER 

9740 012487 2001-11-0050 

1 FACTS:
 
2
 
3 NOTIEIQATlQN: 
4
 
5 On Thursday, November 22, 2007, at 1157 hours, CHP helicopter H-70 received
 

information of an off-road All Terrain Vehicle traffic collision north of SR·5B east of Soda
6 
1 Lake Road. Responding from the Paso Robles Airport, Pilot/OffICer G. Draper 10# 12898 
8 and ParamedicIFlight Officer D. PerottllD#16180 arrived on scene at 1232 hours. 
9 

10 All references to time, speed, and distance are approximate. MeasurementsfLocatlon was 
11 obtained by H-70's GPS mapping system. 
12 
13 SQENE: 
14 
15 This collision occurred on private property located at 11030 Highway 58, Ca~fomla Valley. 
16 The collision was approximately 384 feet north of the north roadway edge of Highway 58 
17 and 0.61 miles east of the east roadway edge prolongation of SOda Lake Road. The 
18 property at this location was level, unimproved, pasture with no unusual terrain hazards 
19 noted. The scene waS located in San Luis Obispo County. Refer to 2003 Thomas Guide 
20 page 345Jl1. The coUision occurred during dayfight hours and the weather was clear, cool 
21 and dry. 
22 

PARJY 1-&?f3fCPSASectT6raS-]23 
24 
25 1Q»(~):~~~~\wa8 located and attended to by CDF and CHP Paramedic personnel west of 
26 Vehicle 1. She was detennlned to be the op . 1 by Witness statements, her 
27 proximal location to Vehicle 1. and her injUries. (b)(3L~ was identified by CDF 
28 personnel on scene. Upon CHP arrival CPR had been in progress for approximately 40 
29 minutes. Paramedic Perotti, upon arrival, assumed patient care and after_9areful 
30 evaluation contacted Twin Cities Hospital forconsultaUon wIth Dr. Fry. [~)(~):c~~~-]wa$ 
31 pronounced dead at 1249 h~s. San Luis Obispo County Sheriff Department Deputy Jeff 
32 Nickols arrived on scene aryq.. arranged for transportation. 

35 
36 Vehicle 1 was moved fft:)m ita original location prior to CHP arrIval. Vehiete 1 sustained '"o 
37 only minor damage in the form of scratches to the top drlver-s side roU bar and canopy. o 

~38 Vehicle 1 was secured and inspected by San Lula Obispo Deputies. Vehicle 1 was I 
~39 equipped with standard three point aeatbelts for both driver and passenger seats. 
...-a.40 I 
Cc:: 
CJ' 
C 

450: 
33 
34 

PREPAREDlY 1.0. NUMBErt OAT! 
G. F. BRITTON 012467 11122/2007.. ; • 
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STATE OF CALIFORN1A 

~~~3ilJfP~E~L~E---N"l"!lC~iCP"iN""'iOft'lM""BE=r.R==---""""OeF~FIr=C~eR~I.;~~_G_E 
1112212007 1145 9740 012487 

...2-rgii1o~dB~OE~R~-
2007·11·0050 

1.~: 

2 TV r(iJj(3)CPSAl3 EM 1~~\;'.[m ...'_'J
 

4
 
5 No statement obtained.
 
6
7 ~es§ jd(~:(~)_:=J
 
8
 
9 [~~!l?L~~Jrelated that she and Ashlyn woke up late that morning around 9:00 am for 

10 their trip to the ranch. They arrived at the ranch after 10:00 am and were anticipatIng a full 
11 day of playing and riding the ranch lJehicles (AlYe). Th~hJnQbothof iris wanted to 
12 do after they arrived at the ranch was to ride the AlVs. ~!i~ ..~.__ 
13 father), took the gil1s for a short ride instructing them on how to operate the AWS:--U 
14 Ithe aids ~re out on. their own riding a quad runner ATV and driVing V-1. Ai one point Mr. 
15 (b)(6) elt~y_werJlJidlng 00 far from the ranch house and directed them back closer to 
16 the house.. L~~ l ait (b)@l~ had been trading back and forth betwee~ 
17 vehicles prior the cotliaion. !b)(6) ~a& rldin the quad runner ahead of~ who 
18 was driving V-i, ~~n~ heard a crash. (b)(6) _ looked back and sawV-1 on its 
19 side and on top of~ She immediately ran to her aid and attempted to call 911 with a 
20 cell phone. She was unable to get a clear connection with the 911 operator and was 
21 unable to obtain a signal to call the house~-SheJben...~ back to the house and told her 
22 father, [cbili3t . Iwhat had happened. (b)(6) rove down to the scene, moved V­
23 1off ofl~~) . ]and began CPR. 
24 
26 ~19N At.f2 CONCL!JSIQ~: 
26 
27 
28 
29 ~)P):~J was driving Vehicle 1 in a southeasterly direction In a R ure east of Soda 
30 Lake Road and north of Highway 58 at an unknown rate of speed. (~!(~):C~~made a 
31 sh@!J?Jeft tum which caused Vehicle 1 to sllete sltghtly in a counter clockwise direction. Ms. 
32 [(bf(3J:C -pvercorrected the steering inputto the right, which caused the vehicle's weight to 
33 transfer back to the left. Thisab~ht tran$fer caused Vehicle 1 to mil over onto its 
34 left side. DUring this ronover,I~)~t~Jwas thrown from the vehicle and struck on the 
35 head by Vehicle 1'5 raU bar. After the collision, Witness· 1 qUickly made her way back to t~ 
38 house for he (b)(~~~cp~Jnlnutes later ~~.__JWitness 1'5 father arrived on scene and 0 
37 began CPR. . A was later pronounced dead by CHP Paramedic D. Perotti after sO 
38 phone consuttation with Dr. Fry. .......

I
39 ~ ..... 

I o 
<=>
CJ"I o 

pR!pA!\lof{ 1.0. NU« bi\Tr: 
G. F. BRITTON 012487 11~OO7 

Ni £ 
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STATE Or CALIFORNIA
 
PAGi lOOF-lQ
~,eLiM~. • NclcNUMB~ ofF'l6'eR i.o. NUWr.,ER~-.-

11122rl007 1145 9740 012487 2007w 11..()OeO 

1 ~ QF lMPACI (AQI)~
 
2
 
3 The AOI was located by GPS coordinates as Latitude 35.35350 and Longitude -119.9940.
 
4 The AOI was based on physical evidence (dirt tire mar1<s) and the statement of Witness 1.
 
5 
6 ~AUSE: 
7 
8 r(b)(3)CP~~eaused this collision by making an unsafe tuminaffiovement to the right. This 
9 turning movement produced enough force to fully eject~):;:;P~A Jfrom the vehicle. In 

10 addition, Vehicle 1'8 seatbett did not appear to have been In use at the time of the collision. 
11 
12 RECOMMI;N.QATION§: 
13 
14 None. 

PRfPI\RlB BY lO. NOJl4BP DATE 
G. F. BRtTION 012487 11~OO7.. • = ..' r 
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Attachment 2 

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 
SHERIFF-CORONER DEPARTMENT 

P.O. BOX 32
 
SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA 93406
 

CORONER'S REPORT 
FILE NO. 15609 

DECEDENT: 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS: 

NEXT OF KIN: 

LOCAL CONTACT: 

DATE/TIME OF DEATH: 

LOCAnON OF DEATH: 

REGULAR PHYSICIAN: 

MEDICAL HISTORY: 

AUTOPSY SURGEON: 

CAUSE OF DEATH: 

MANNER OF DEATO: 

LOCAL MORTUARY: 

r31:CPSA Section 25(c) 

I (b)(6-)-.-~_._-----_..._­

I 
Same As Above 

11-22-2007/1249 HoursL'61-- ­-- I 

{b)(3):CPSA Section 25(cr 

Epilepsy 

Dr. Burr Hartman 
San Luis Obispo County Coroner Department 
P.O. Box 32 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 
(80S) 781-4500 

Blunt Force Trauma (Immediate) 

Accident 

Blue Sky Cremation Service 
1591 Stormy Way 
Paso Robles, CA 93446 
(805) 226-9478 



Coroner Case # 15609 
Decedent: [~J(3)CPSA SecJl.gn ?QiJ 

INVESTIGATION 

Other Investigatine Agencies:	 California Highway Patrol - Templeton
 
Case # 2007-11- 0050 I Officer G. Britton
 

On 11-22-2007, I assumed jurisdiction and investigation of the death of~~~_:~~~A _~ection 25~ 
pursuant to California Government Code Section 21491 as it relates to deaths due to an accident. 

On 11-22-2007 at approximately 1315 hours, Deputy Goosens responded to a fatal accident 
involving a single @imWm'...Y.ehiclc.in_CjlifOmia Valley. The accident occurred on private 
property located at~]i6_)	 Upon arrival, Deputy Goosens contacted CDF 
Personnel D. Fowler and M. Ruiz. Also present were Officers Drake and Perotti ofCHP 
~Q~ter 70. Deputy Goosens was directed to the decedent identified as twelve year ol~O 
rrb)'--·!who was strapped to a backboard. The decedent had been operating an off road ATV 
~as a Rhino in which the operator rides in one of two seats side by side with a steering 
wheel to tum. The vehicle has a roll cage over the passenger compartment and seatbelt waist and 
shoulder restrain~Jqr*~~cupants. The decedent was riding in an open pasture with a twelve 
year old cousin, [~~i~L __Jfollowing in an ATV. The decedent made a series of S turns 
causing her to overturn and become partially ejected with the ATV coming to rest on top of the 
lower halfofher body. The decedent was not wearing protective gear or a helmet and was not 
seat belted. Life saving efforts were attempted but were unsuccessful and she succumbed to her 
injuries. Vargas was pronounced dead at the scene at 1249 hours via hospital consultation with 
Dr. Frye (refer to deputy Goosens report for additional details). 

Detective MacDonald and I arrived on scene at approximately 1502 hours. Upon arrival, I 
contacted Deputy Goosens and Officers Drake and Perotti of CHP. I noted a green camouflage 
Yamaha Rhino ATV in the pasture close to CHP H-70 which had landed near by. I examined and 
photographed the decedent who was laying on a backboard near H·70. Upon examination ofthe 
decedent, I noted her to be oftypical height and weight for her age, she had blood on her face and 
head, beginning stages oflividity were present with no rigor mortis. Palpitation of the extremities 
did not reveal any notable fractures, however, palpitation ofthe head and neck revealed 
significant injury. I noted a depression in the skull behind the left ear that appeared to be a skull 
fracture. During the examination of the head. I noted that she had a possible fracture of the 
cervical vertebrae. 

After examinat~n.ofthefeced.ent, I surveyed and photographed the accident scene. The Yamaha 
Rhino, Licensel~.!?2_(~.L____ was parked with the key in the ignition. The Rhino had been moved 
forward several feet from its point of rest to care for the decedent. Upon examination of the 
vehicle, I found it to be in proper working order. There were numerous superficial scratches on 
the vehicle, but no significant damage. The vehicle started and ran, the brakes worked, the 
steering was operational and appeared to be without defect, the transmission worked both forward 
and reverse and both seat belts were functioning. It should be noted, the drivers seatbelt buckle 
was pushed down between the seat and the center console. Some effort had to be used to pull the 
~c.kle1«e..JsLmake it.available for use. I later drove the Rhino back to the house located at 
(b)(6) Jand found it to drive properly. Track marks could be seen in the pasture 
preceding the point of the accident. The track marks were in a loose S pattern indicating the 
operator made turns from side to side. It appears the driver turned to the right causing the Rhino 
to tip over on its left side. The vehicle was returned to an upright position by people on scene 
rendering aid to the decedent. All photographs ofthe decedent and the scene were later 
downloaded into the case file. Blue Sky Mortuary responded and made removal of the decedent. 
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Coroner ~8se # 1~609
 
Decedent (b)(3):CPSA Section 25(c) ]
 

_.-..-._~._-'.'._""'''''_.-''''''''-'-''''' 

I contacted[(5l(6) ] the resident and property owner of the eight thousand acre ranch where 
the accident occurred. ~~said..the...de.c.e.den,t and her cousin were ~_~t to the property 
by @l(6) Jfather,~~l~?~m ~~ ~id the decedent and ~~!i?L_.Jwere riding the 
Rhino and a ATV for three to four hours prior to the accidem. Lewis said he did not know the 
experience level of the decedent, but believed she bad some experi~nce operating an ATV. Lewis 
said he was at the house w~~l ~~J~an came and told he and [(b)(6) lthe decedent had an 
accident.l(b)(~Jwcnt with ()Uto help and found the decedent pi.nned under the Rhino 
unresponsive and not breathing~ Lewis said he and Camock performed CPR after removing the 
Rhino until EMS arrived. 

After leaving the scene, I contacted~6) Ivia telephone. IT5Iim---] said she and 
the decedent were riding in the open field. The decedent was driving the Rhino and she was 
riding an ATV. As they traveled South in the pasturel~~2~61~Jwas in front of the decedent. 
[(§RE»)~:_=:aid she slowed beca~(b)(t{h"'1umpy terrain ahead. As she did, she looked back and 
saw a cloud of dust behind her. ~-=-'--Jwent back to investigate and found the decedent lying 
unconsci~~t breathing with blood emanating from her mouth. Unable to help the 
decedent~(Pll~yelled for help, but did not get a response. She went to the house to get help 
for the decedent and remained there as people went to help. 

1(~);6) Isaid he took the girls out to the ranch for a few hours to ride the ATV's. Initially, the 
gu s were too far away from the house while riding so he told them to stay within eyesight of the 
house. Ashort time later he was made aware of the accident and went to help along with Lewis. 
When he got to the decedent, they lifted the Rbi"1 offofher and fOUjd her unresponsive and not 
breathing with bloo~:emanafing from the mouth. _(b)(6)_ initiated CPR and continued 
until EMS arrived. i(b)(6) said as they performed chest compressions, blood would exit the 
mouth although, he could not see any visible signs of injury. 

On I I-28·2007 at 0843 hours, a medical examination ofl(b)(3)C~ was conducted by 
Forensic pathologi.st, Dr. Burr Hartman, at thc Lo~ OSQs Mortuary. During the medical 
examination, additional photographs 0~(b)(3):CPSA S Iwere taken and subsequently downloaded 
into the case record. The medical examination revealed the cause of the death to be Blunt Force 
Trauma (see autopsy report). 

During the medical examination, toxicology specimens consisting of blood and vitreous humor 
were collected. These were later submitted to the Central Valley Toxicology Laboratory for 
analysis. The results of the analysis revealed only the presence ofValproic Acid a conunonly 
used medication for seizure disorders (see toxicology report). 

No photographs or records referred to in this report will be released as part of this report pursuant 
to Sate and Federal Confidentiality Laws. 

DISPOSITION OF PERSONAL PROPERTY 

None of the decedent's personal property was seized by the Coroner Department. 
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CLOSING STATEMENT 

Based upon the investigation and review ofthe case file, [ ascribe the manner ofdeath as 
Accident and the cause ofdeath as Blunt Force Trauma (Immediate). I subsequently completed 
and signed the Certificate of Death as the aforementioned maMer and cause. 

Jeff Nichols, Deputy Coroner #0897 

DWK 01-08-08 
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559,686.4000MICROCORRE DIAGNOSTIC LABORATORY 
FAX - 559.686.9"32 

Diagnostic Q)rrelatlon for the A-aclicing A1ys1c:ian PORTERVIUE- 559,7'1,7313 
emall:l~,oom 890 OtIHfl' sr., TUlARE. CA 93274 

FINAL AUTOPSY REPORT
 

C4USEa:DEATH:
 

BLUNT FORCE TRAUMA (IMMEDIATE)
 

BCHlima 11/28/2007
 

i 
j 

Burr Hartman. D.O., PhD.
Il - __ 

TOXICXl.OOY: 
Specimen: Subclavian Blood Sample 

, 
Complete Drug Screen: Valprolc Acid:: 32.2 mgfL (Effective level 50 -100 mgll). 

Specific drug assay for THe perlormed.
 
No other common acidic, neulral or basic drugs detected.
 
No blood Ethyl Alcohol delected.
 

COMMENT: Blood IIEllprolc ead concentration is subtherapeutlc. BCH 

~F1NDINGS: 

INTRODUCTION: 

, perfonned an external examination on a body Identined to me as~~I3),:_c.p"s~Secf,-o~~2l age 12. S.n Luis Obispo 
County Coroner's cu. (15610) done at Los OS05 Valley Mortuary In Los Osos, California on November 28.2007. The 
examination began at 0845 hours. Present end assisting was Deteclill8 Jeff Nichols of the San Luis Obispo county Sheriff 
Coroner's Office. Prior to the examination, central blood, subclavian blood and vitT80Us humor had been obtained for 

AOT.(lOO639
Page 1 of4 VARGAS, Aehlyn O. 



j:~ . • • 

3 :CPSA Section 2 

toxicologic examination. From the external anatomic findings and pertinent history, , ascribe tne death to blunt force 
trauma (mmediate). 

CIRCUMSTANCES: 

The decedent was operator and sole occupant of an ATV that rolled over and ejected her. The accident was unwitnessed.
 
She WBS found pinned uncler the vehicle from the waist down. She was pronounced dead at the scene.
 
The decedent was reported to have had a seizut'e disorder, but not to have had recent seizures.
 

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION: 

The body is that of a well-developed, well-nourished, Caucasian female appearing consistent with recorded age of 
12 years. The body measure. 5 feet ~ inch in height and weighs 95 pounds. There Is minimal rigor mortis and posterior 
dependent lividity. The hair is brown and normal In amount and distribution for age. The eyes are brown In color. The 
oral cavity is unremarkable. The nose. ears and neck are without 91:OSS abnormaUtles. The thorax Is symmetrical and of 
normal anteroposterior diameter. The breasts are those of a normal 12 year old female. The abdomen Is flat end without 
gross abnormalities. The extemal genitalia are those of an adolescent fema'e. The extremities appear nonnal in 
development and slructure and are without edema. deformity or clubbing of the nails. 

EXTERNAL EVIDENCE OF TRAUMA: 

There are abrasions of the forehead and right side of the face. There Is a depressed fracture of the left posterior skull. 
There is abnormal mobility of the upper nack consistent with a lethal fracture dl$locatJon. There are abrasions of the right 
upper qUadrant of the abdomen and superflcialabr8slon. of the right upper back and left 'lank. 

Because lelhal injuries are documented which are consistent with the reported circumstances, the examination is 
terminated at this point. 

BCH/ima 11 fl8/2oo7 

A07.Q00639.Page 2 of 4 
VARGAS, Ashlyn O. 



DEC-ll-2WjI 12132 M 

~ ~J1TRAl VALLEY'-V I 'OIICOlO~. INC. 

CIIINlmI: TOXICOLOGY NU.BE~VT -01.137]6 

Vqu. Ashl)'11 D. 
Speclm.n Dtecrtptlon:4 mJ .ubc]avian blood (ana, top vial). 4 ml ccntnll blood" O.S ml vitrcoUJ humor each 

lahcled ·Varvas. AshtynD; SUD; 15609: SLO: 11-2i-07; 0845; J NlcholdB97" 

DeUvertd by D... R8c.lved by o.t8 

aso 
ReqUMt 

. CompJcto DrvS Screen 
Requeetlng 'Agtnoy 

3o.Nov-07 Bill Posey 

R.portTo 
15609 

30-Nov-07 

S.L.O. Co. Shorifl's Office S.L.O. Co. Shcritrs Omce 
AttD: COroller'. DivisioD Attn: Coroner'. Division 
P.O. Dox32 
San Luia Obispo CA 93401 

P.O. Box)2 
SIn Lui. Obispo CA ~340t 

RESUlTS 

SpecimcD: SubclAvian Wood Sample 

Complete Dl'Ui Sme:n: Valproio Acid detected. 
Specific dJua assay for THe performed. 
No ether common ICrdic. neutral or _le drup detected. 
No bJood Ethyl Alcohol detected. 

Cannabinoids (TIle metabolite) by Immunousay· Neaative 

Valprojc ACId • 32.2 maIL 

Blood Valptoic Acid Ranges 
Effoculle Levil: (SO - 100 maIL) 
Potentially Toxic: (lSO· 200 maIL) 

Anllylt 



",
 

DEPARTMENT OF COR.ONER 

" ' 
{ 

(b)(3):CPSA Section 25(c) 

L~ ~ ----.-I 

lJ, Ur-'Ul ()~""( 

,e., 

" 

20 " 

tIt J 
~7JJ· 

, 11), 



IDI: 090325CWE8131 
Attachment 3 

Contact Information 

California Highway Patrol 
Templeton Station (740) 
101 Duncan Rd. 
Templeton, CA 93465 

Jeff Nichols, Deputy Coroner 
San Luis Obispo County 
Sheriff·Coroner Dept. 
P.O. Box 32 
San Luis Obispo. CA 93406 





Mills, Alberta 

From: Ebersole, Kristina 
Sent: Thursday, June 11, 20092:41 PM 
To: OS - Office of the Secretary 
Subject: Publication Request 

I would like to receive a hard copy of the 2009 CFR 16 part 1000 to End Commercial Practices. 

Please deliver to: 

Attn: Kristina Ebersole 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Directorate for Laboratory Sciences 
10901 Darnestown Road 
Gaithersburg, MD 20878-2611 

Thank you in advance, 
Kristina 
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1. Task Number 

090429CCC3543 

3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2009 02 21 

passenger side & came to rest. The two men were not injured or ejected, 

8. City7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

BUMBLE BEE 5 - OTHER PUBLIC PROPERTY 

1OB. Trade/Brand Name 10A. First Product 

YAMAHA5044 - Utility Vehicles 

100. Manufacturer Name and Address
 
YAMAHA MOTOR CORPORATION, USA
 
6555 Katella Avenue
 
Cypress, CA 90630
 

11 B. Trade/Brand Name 11A. Second Product 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint 

driver decided to make a left turn. 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

A 20-year old man was driving his 4-wheeled utility vehicle along a flat gravel roadway in desert terrain, A 43 year old 
man was riding in the front passenger seat. They were nol wearing helmets nor were they using their seat belts. The 

He was traveling about 2 or 3 MPH as he made the turn. The front tires of his 
vehicle fell into a 1 foot wide by 1 foot deep ditch that extended across the road. The vehicle flipped over onto its 

MFR/PRVlBR NOTIFIED 

COMMENTS: _YES ~ 
_OVERRULED; _ATTACHED b 
~CISIONS!FOIA EXS. J5.tc,i 

bo NO~OTIFV;1r:~lor'FY 
( lit b {S D~ 

T 
9~ State 

AZ 

10C. Model Number 

RHINO 700 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
70 - No Injury 

18. Type of Investigation 19. Time Spent 
(operati07'1 Travel)

6 0 

22. Sample Collection Number 

o Yes for Manuf. Only 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J, Nava 

28. Source Document Number 
10940661A 

2. Investigator's 10 

8554 

5. Date Initiated 

NONE0 

110. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 13. Sex
 
20
 1· Male 

16. Body Part(s) 17. Respondent 
Involved
 

99 - NO INJURY
 1 - Victim/Complainant 

21. Case Source 20. Attachment(s) 

14. Disposition 
0- No Injury 

2· Telephone 

2 . Documents 07 - Consumer Complaint 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for Use Thru 1/31/2010 OMB No. 3041..()029 
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This tip-over incident involved a 4-wheeled utility vehicle, 
a 20 year old driver (Owner/Consumer) and his 43 year old 
passenger on a gravel roadway in Arizona. Information in 
this report was obtained from the owner/Driver of this 
vehicle. 

The Owner stated that he purchased a 2008 model 4-wheeled 
utility vehicle around July 2008 at a local off-road retail 
center. I asked if he took any driver orientation classes 
from the retailer and he said no. He mentioned that this 
firm is no longer in business. 

He told me that during the summer months he used his utility 
vehicle at least one and sometimes two weekends each month. 
He and his friends used the vehicle to travel around rugged 
desert areas and for hunting pigs with their handguns. 

His vehicle was used along paved roadways, dirt/gravel roads 
and in roughed desert and mountain terrains. The Driver said 
that he would use the 2-wheel drive feature of his vehicle 
when traveling along graded or paved roadways. He switched 
to 4-wheel drive when operating along roughed terrain. 

I was told that each use of his utility vehicle could last 
from as little as one hour and up to as much as 5 or 6 hours. 

According to the Owner, he did not experience any problems 
with his utility vehicle until the tip-over incident which 
took place during February 2009. 

He told me that he along with about 8 friends decided to go 
pig hunting (with handguns) in a rugged desert area of 
Arizona. They took their trailers and 3 or 4 different off­
road vehicles with them up to this rural area. He identified 
these vehicles as including 4-wheel All Terrain Vehicles 
(ATVs) and his 4-wheeled utility vehicle. 

It was around Friday, February 20, 2009 when they traveled up 
north and set up a camp. He identified their camp site as 
being to the south of an old ghost town (Bumble Bee). This 
ghost town is located in the Bradshaw Mountains of Yavapai 
county, Arizona. 

After making camp his group did some hunting. They traveled 
around the area during the morning of Saturday (2-21-2009). 
Later that day they returned to camp and had lunch. 
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was told that he was not drinking alcohol during this trip. 
He identified his beverages as including soft drinks and 
water. 

About 3 hours after lunch one of their group decided to ride 
around on his quad (4-wheeled ATV). The Owner decided to go 
watch his friend ride his ATV. 

He said that they were wearing their hunting clothing as they 
returned to their vehicles. The Owner explained that he was 
wearing a long sleeve shirt, jeans and boots. 

The Owner told me that he got behind the driver's seat while 
a 43 year old friend sat down in the front passenger's seat 
of his vehicle. 

The Owner described himself as being 20 years old, weighing 
130 pounds and measuring about 60 inches tall. His friend 
who was riding in his vehicle was described as 43 years old, 
weighing about 220 pounds and being about 73 inches tall. 

He started his utility vehicle and began driving it along a 
roadway that was near their camp. They followed his friend 
who was riding the ATV. 

The Owner said that he and his passenger were not wearing 
helmets nor were they using their seat belts. 

The tip over incident took place about 10 minutes later as 
they were traveling east along the gravel roadway. 

The Owner was not able to provide me with a specific road 
address/GPS location where this incident took place or where 
their camp was located. 

He said that the roadway was flat and that it was wide enough 
to handle two lanes of traffic. He was going to make a left 
turn in the gravel road. He mentioned that the roadway made 
a "T" as it reached another road. 

There was a ditch that crossed the flat, gravel roadway on 
which they were traveling. He described this ditch as being 
about one foot deep by one foot wide. It extended across the 
roadway for several yards. 
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The owner said that he had his hands on his steering wheel 
and was traveling at a very slow rate of speed (about 2 of 3 
miles per hour). The vehicle was in 2 wheel drive as he 
turned his steering wheel to his left. 

As the vehicle started making a left turn, the two front 
tires/wheels on his vehicle turned to their left. 

Suddenly the two front tires slipped into the one foot deep 
ditch that was across the roadway. The back of his vehicle 
continued moving forward and tipped it over onto its side. 

He said that his vehicle came to rest on its passenger's 
side. 

No one was injured during this incident. The Owner said that 
he and his passenger held onto the vehicle as it flipped and 
landed on its side. 

They got out of the vehicle and with the help of several 
other people they were able to push the vehicle back to an 
upright position. He said that his vehicle did suffer some 
damage to its side but he was able to drive it away from the 
site. 

Around March the victim was notified by the manufacturer of 
his utility vehicle about a recall/repair program covering 
his model vehicle. The firm was advising consumers to have 
their vehicles brought into the shop so modifications could 
be made in order to improve the vehicles stability. 

A copy of the epse news release covering this recall is 
attached as exhibit # 2. 

The Owner notified the u.s. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission about this tip over incident. I contacted the 
Owner and he told me about this incident during telephone 
conversations on May 7 & 12, 2009. 

The consumer's vehicle was not available for examination. He 
would not give permission for me to see his utility vehicle. 
The consumer said that he had moved his vehicle to a rural 
area in northern Arizona. 
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PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 

This utility vehicle was identified as a 2008 Rhino, model 
700, from Yamaha Motor Corporation, Cypress, CA. 

The retailer where the consumer said he purchased his vehicle 
was identified as Ride Now, Goodyear, AZ. 

According to the Owner, at the time of this tip over incident 
his vehicle did not have any aftermarket modifications on it. 

The VIN number of this vehicle is unknown. 

CONTACTS: PURPOSE & RESULTS: 

Owner Incident scenario & product info 

EXHIBITS: 

1. DATA RECORD SHEET - UTILITY VEHICLES 
2 • CPSC NEWS RELEASE 
3. MISSING DOCUMENT FORM 
4 • CONTACT SHEET 



Utility Vehicle Investigation Guide 

Use NEISS Product Code 5044 on Form 182 for incidents involving Utility Vehicles. 
Please answer the following questions. If no answer is available, indicate "N/A" (not 
available). 

1.	 Provide the terrain type for the incident (grass, pavement, G etc.) and also
 
indicate if the terrain is flat, sloped, etc.
 

FI,,+ d,r7'}rQvel rvutlwy 
2.	 Determine if the driver and/or passengers were wearing seat belts. If they ware
 

wearing seat belts, please not if the driver and or passenger were ejected (either
 
partially or fully) during the incident. .
 

!VO.Drrvt'f" /tqSSf>~r=-r W~Y'f V1(JJ+W~q'l"Y15 
SC'Ctl -;- Pel/¥-5 . 

3.	 Determine if the driver and or passengers were wearing helmets. 

;1!t? I The;- WCf"'~ J'Jo'f Wpq~/~ ht="IYrl~ts 

4.	 Determine ages of the driver and all passengers, and list each person by age
 
and location in the vehicle.
 

Driv pr : ;L 0 YP t:I Y' > "Id /'v, drill
I 

~(' ~ sec:l I­
Pa!.>f' Yl5(;)r : Cf3.rrars IJ/d ,roY! fro;ff- ps.-srJ'f5er5 5P'Clf
 

5.	 Determine the vehicle's speed at the time of the incident. If the exact speed is 
notavaHable j please provide a range (e.g. 10- 20 mph). J _ 

DW~1(~1- ~511;H?r/"'c(· veJ'/~ /,a S SfC>r'"P/ cifl ;Z -3> f/1'/ ~ YI 

V ..~ y~ V :; IC' &.-C,. • 
6.	 Determine" the driver was making a turn at the time of the incident and, if so, in
 

what direction the turn was being made. Also, please note any other reported
 
driver actions at the time of the incident (e.g. braking, etc.).
 

f) r /v t' r w tt S • m?{ f. I;' ~ q I(f f /-14 r f1 tf- fr () nt \//h t>cis 
Wf VI t I'n -I t) fA ./d/lt h 

7.	 Determine if the vehicle had aftermarket modifications. 

/Ic:> f 

8.	 Determine the make, model, and model year of the vehicle. If possible, provide
 
complete product identification informati9n including brand, date manufactured,
 
date of purchase, place of purchase, model/serial numbers, costs, etc.
 

;z.tJ() 7J ya Yn CI h t:e J?l ode / 7/) t7 ~ h J;' 0 

f 1-1 f ( 11 C( sb;;( 4 r ()"1{ n d ltl Iy ?to g­
ar /2itlf' /IIow ;0017'jYetly /!Z 



9. On Form 1821101 the vehi~anufaoturer (e.G~ block lOb or lIb and 
the vehicle model (et{---Rhin~Un block 10c or 11 c.rei '11 f{ h ({._-~. 7 () () (2.hIn 0 

10. Determine jf the vehicle rolled or tipped over. 

Vfh/c/e ro/1ctl/1rp'et tYnftJ ytl~.>rJ17to1'; 9/tI( 

11. Determine the number of riders on the vehicle at the time of the incident. 

J. fP~f/e WN ~ I ~ i-h r Itchr;k. )t ~ . 
12. For each person injured or killed please not the following: -t/J,I/IJ' rr--c 

Was the victim a driver or a passenger and where was the victim located in the 
vehicle 

Did the vehicle land on or crush the victim 

Was the victim injured or killed fiY/-) 
Please not -the nature of any injuries 

11//1 
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NEWS from CPSC 

u.s. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Office of Information and Public Affairs Washington, DC 20207 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Yamaha Hotline: (800) 962-7926 
March 31, 2009 CPSC Hotline: (800) 638-2772 
Release #09-172 CPSC Media Contact: (301) 504-7908 

Updated To Include Additional Model Information 

Yamaha Motor Corp. Offers Free Repair For 450, 660, and 
700 Model Rhino Vehicles 
CPSC advises consumers not to use the off-road vehicles until repaired 

WASHINGTON, D.C, • The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), in cooperation with Yamaha 
Motor Corp. U,S.A., of Cypress, Calif., is announcing a free repair program to address safety issues with all Rhino 
450, 660, and 700 model off-highway recreational vehicles. Yamaha has also agreed to voluntarily suspend sale 
of these models immediately until repaired. Consumers should immediately stop using these popular recreational 
vehicles until the repair is installed by a dealer. 

CPSC staff has investigated more than 50 incidents involving these three Rhino models, including 46 driver and 
passenger deaths involving the Rhino 450 and 660 models. More than two-thirds of the cases involved rellovers 
and many involved unbelted occupants, Of the rollover-related deaths and hundreds of reported injuries, some of 
which were serious, many appear to involve turns at relatively low speeds and on level terrain. 

About 120,000 of the 450 and 660 model Rhinos have been distributed nationwide since Fall 2003. Some units 
have been equipped by Yamaha with half doors and additional passenger handholds, either before or after sale. 

Yamaha's repair includes the installation of a spacer on the rear wheels as well as the removal of the rear anti­
sway bar to help reduce the chance of rollover and improve vehicle handling, and continued installation of half 
doors and additional passenger handholds where these features have not been previously installed to help keep 
occupants' arms and legs inside the vehicle during a rollover and reduce injuries. Owners of the affected Rhinos 
should stop using them and call their dealer to schedule an appointment to have repairs made once they are 
available and to take advantage of a free helmet offer. 

Yamaha is also voluntarily implementing the same repair program and suspension of sale for the Rhino 700 
model, in order to ensure customer satisfaction. Consumers should stop riding the 700 model until it is repaired. 
About 25,000 Rhino 700s are part of this repair program. 

Once these repairs have been made to their vehicles, Rhino users should always wear their helmet and seatbelt 
and follow the safety instructions and warnings in the on-product labels, owner's manuals and other safety 
materials. The Rhino is only recommended for operators 16 and older with a valid driver's license. All passengers 
must be taU enough to place both feet on the floorboard with their back against the seat back. 

For additional information, contact Yamaha at 800-962-7926 anytime. or visit the firm's Web site at www.yamaha­
motor.com 



01 # 090429CCC3543 Exhibit # 2 - CPSC News Release Page 2 of ~ 

Rhino 450 (with doors) Rhino 450 (without doors) 

Rhino 660 (without doors) 

CPSC is still interested in receiving incident or injury reports that are either directly related to 
this product recall or involve a different hazard with the same product. Please tell us about it by 
visiting https:IlW'!'lW,_c.psc,gQv!cgjbinlincid~ot~spx 

$~nd the linkt.Q[Jhj~.p~.geJQafriencl! The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting 
the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from thousands of types of consumer products under 
the agency's jurisdiction. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products that pose a 
fire, electrical, chemical, or mechanical hazard. The CPSC's work to ensure the safety of consumer products. 
such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household chemicals - contributed significantly to the 
decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with consumer products over the past 30 years. 
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To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's Hotline at (BOO) 638-2772 or CPSC's 
teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270. To join a CPSC e-mail subscription list, please go to 
bltps:llwww.cP'$C.9QvlCP$_cU$taspx. Consumers can obtain recall and general safety information by logging on to 
CPSC's Web site at WWWcpsc:gov. 
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090429CCC3543as o. _T k N 

Date: 5-12-2009 
._---------­

STATUS OF MISSING DOCUMENT (5) 

An official document for this investigation report could not
 
be obtained.
 

1. CPsc form # 322 - (Consumer verbally asked for confidentiality) 

2. _ 

3. _ 

4. _ 

5. _ 

#8554Date: 5-12-2009 Investigator No: _ 

CFIW • # 9035Regional office: _ Supervisor No: _ 
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CONTACT & IDENTIFICATION SHEET 

NOTES: 

I spoke with the Owner/Driver via telephone during May 7 and 12, 2009. I was not able 
to visit the location of the incident because the Owner was not able to provide a specific 
address/road name or GPS location. It happened in the rural area to the south of the 
ghost town known as Bumble Bee, Arizona 

•	 The vehicle was not available for examination. Several requests were made to see 
the vehicle. He did not give permission. He responded that he had moved his 
vehicle to a rural area in northern Arizona (Happy Jack, AZ). Happy Jack, AZ is 
located about 155 miles from the CPSC Arizona Office. 

•	 The Owner requested that his identity remain confidential. 

O 
(b)(3):CPSA Section 25(c) 

wner­ l 
I 

J 

Friend _ [(b)(6) I 

Retailer - Ride Now, Goodyear, AZ 

Incident location: Rural area south of Bumble Bee, Arizona 
no known street/road location or GPS was available 

Location of vehicle: an unknown address near Happy Jack, Arizona 




