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DESCRIPTION OF RESPONDENTS: 

This investigation was assigned based on a news article and was requested to be 
completed on shortened time. The investigative report was obtained from the Texas 
Parks & Wildlife Department. On June 19, 2006, the Justice ofthe Peace who declared 
the victim deceased was contacted for investigative and autopsy reports. On June 21, 
2006, this investigator interviewed the game warden who prepared the accident report. 
On June 23, 2006, this investigator spoke with one of the witnesses (identified as the 
observer on the boat). On June 23, 2006, this investigator made several attempts to 
contact the boat operator and the victim's wife. On June 26, 2006, the attomey.for the 
victim's wife retumed the telephone call and provided an interview via telephone. The 
boat operator never retumed this investigator's calls. On June 27, 2006, the responsible 
party with the United States Coast Guard was interviewed. 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS: 

The 33-year-old victim and his 31-year-old wife live in Orange, Texas which is 
approximately two hours east of Houston, Texas. According to the accident investigation 
report, the victim and his wife recently purchased the kite tube and the boat that was 
pulling the water kite tube. The report also indicates that the operator of the boat on the 
day of the incident indicated that the victim had only used the kite tube on one other 
occasion, the day before the incident. 

On Sunday, April 30, 2006, the victim, his wife, and three friends were boating in Sabine 
Lake near the Neches River. According to the accident investigation report, the victim 
and his party were near Stewts Island. The report indicates, that the victim owned a 1998 
fiberglass motorboat with a 260 horsepower engine. The boat operator was the victim's 
friend. Another friend ofthe victim, his girlfriend, and the victim's wife were sitting in 
the boat observing the victim on the kite tube. 

Waterway 

Stewts Island 
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D1.'\GRAM #1; This diagram shows the boat and who was where in the boat at the time ofthe 
incident. #1 is the victim on the kite tube, #2 is the driver of the boat, #3 is the obser\'er on the 
boat, #4 is the victinvs wife, and #5 was a passengeiv'witness on the boat. 

The operator of the boat told the game warden investigating the matter, that at 
approximately 3:25 p.m. on April 30, 2006, they were boating in Sabine Lake. The 
operator told the warden that they launched the boat at approximately 1:30 in the 
aftemoon. The operator told the warden that at approximately 3:15 p.m., he was driving 
the boat and the victim was on the kite tube. The operator stated that he made one pass 
westbound in front of Stewts Island on the north end of Sabine Lake and tumed around in 
the Neches River and headed eastbound to make another pass in front of the island. 
According to the operator, he was in the deep part of the channel on the north side of 
Stewts Island traveling near fiill throttle while pulling the victim. The operator estimated 
that he was going approximately 32 miles per hour (mph) and estimated that the throttle 
was at 90% of its full capacity. 

According to the accident investigation report, the operator told the warden that he had 
reached the eastern most end of Stewts Island and he glanced back and saw that the 
victim was airborne on the kite tube and he tumed back around to concentrate on driving 
the watercraft. Seconds later, the operator was informed by the second male friend 
(observer) on the boat that the victim had fallen off the tube and to tum around. When 
they tumed the boat around, the victim was floating face down in the water. 

The report indicates that another boat driven by the brother of the male observer on the 
victim's boat, witnessed the accident and stopped to render aid. The second boat was 
able to reach the victim first and pulled him into their boat. The people on the second 
boat did riot observe any vital signs and began administering CPR. The boat then called 
9-1-1 for medical assistance and sped off to Rainbow Marina to meet emergency service 
personnel. 

The operator of the boat talked with personnel from the United States Coast Guard at the 
marina and proceeded to ride along with the victim and his wife to the hospital. The 
victim was pronounced dead by the local Justice ofthe Peace at St. Mary's Hospital. 

The report fiirther stated that the game wardens were patrolling Cow Bayou at 
approximately 3:45 p.m. when the victim's boat went speeding by with one white male 
and one white female in the boat. The game wardens pursued the boat at a top speed of 
48 mph until they reached the boat ramp at Highway 87 in Bridge City, Texas. 

At the boat ramp, the game wardens made contact with the male who was driving the 
boat back, but was actually the observer in the boat at the time of the incident. When the 
wardens made contact with the male, he was extremely excited and stated that there was 
an emergency and he had to leave for the hospital. The male told the wardens about the 
accident and who was operating the boat at the time of the incident. The male then left 
the boat mnning in the water and walked up the dock. The wardens thought he was 
retrieving a trailer to remove the boat from the water. The male never retumed, so the 
wardens tumed off the boat and left a business card for them to contact their office. 
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The game wardens contacted the Orange County Sheriffs Office, the Port Arthur Police 
Department, and the Jefferson County Sheriffs Office to inquire as to whether they were 
investigating the incident. All agencies responded in the negative. The dispatcher at the 
Orange County Sheriffs Office contacted the game warden and advised him to contact a 
Lieutenant at the United States Coast Guard (USCG) for more information. 

When the game warden contacted the lieutenant at the USCG, he was informed that a 
USCG patrol boat met the victim's boat at the Rainbow Marina in Port Arthur where the 
victim had been taken to meet up with an ambulance. The patrol boat operators spoke 
with the witnesses and identified the operator ofthe boat. The patrol boat operators noted 
that there was alcohol in the boat, but that the operator ofthe victim's boat did not appear 
intoxicated. Because no law enforcement officers were on scene to administer a blood 
alcohol level, none was ever obtained. 

On May 5, 2006, the day after the victim's fimeral, the game warden contacted the 
operator of the boat for an interview. The operator gave an interview and signed a 
written statement. According to the interview, the operator stated that he had not dmnk 
any alcohol on the day ofthe incident. The operator also stated that the boat belonged to 
the victim and he was operating the watercraft so the victim could ride the kite tube. The 
operator told the game warden that the kite tube was designed to lift off the water and 
become airbome. He verified to the warden that he glanced back and saw the victim 
airbome and then tumed his attention back to driving the boat. The operator told the 
warden that the male observer in the boat then informed him that the victim fell and when 
the boat got near the victim, he was face down in the water. The operator stated that 
there was no contact with any other object with the victim except for the water. 

On May 5, 2006, the game warden interviewed the male friend in the boat that was acting 
as the observer. This witness told the warden that the victim was riding a kite tube that was 
designed to catch air when certain speeds were reached. The observer told the warden 
that the victim had the kite tube approximately 15 to 20 feet in the air when the tube 
began a hard nose dive to the left. The observer stated that when the victim fell into the 
water he did not have contact with the tube. The observer told the warden that the victim 
skidded two times on the surface of the water before coming to a stop. The observer 
noticed that the victim was face down and appeared to be unconscious. According to his 
statement to the warden, the victim started waving down a nearby boat which was 
operated by his brother. 

The game warden noted that the weather on the day ofthe incident was clear and the air 
temperature was 85 degrees Fahrenheit and the water temperature was 80 degrees 
Fahrenheit. The warden also noted that the winds were light between 0 and 6 mph and 
the water was choppy. The water depth at the location of the accident was estimated to 
be 40 foot. 

The accident investigation report indicates that the victim was wearing a personal 
flotation device at the time of the incident. The warden observed that there were Coast 
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Guard approved flotation devices in the boat that were accessible, but that the passengers 
in the boat were not wearing them. The flotafion device used by the vicfim was classified 
as a Coast Guard approved type III device. The remaining flotation devices in the boat 
were also type III devices. 

The warden noted in the accident investigation report that the operator ofthe boat did not 
consume any alcohol or dmgs the day of the incident. The victim was reported to have 
consumed three beers in a two hour period prior to the accident and no dmgs. 

The warden concluded his report to say that the cause was accidental in nature due to the 
inexperience of both the boat operator and the victim. Although the boat operator 
reported that he had over 100 hours of boating experience, this particular boat was new. 
The operator told the warden that the kite tube was brand new and they had only used it 
on one prior occasion which was the day before the accident. 

The warden noted in the report because of the design of the kite tube, the person riding it 
controls the height of the tube by leaning forward or backward. The operator of the boat 
only controls the speed of the boat and thus the kite tube on the water. The warden noted 
that both parties were inexperienced with the kite tube and were unaware of its inherent 
dangers. 

The game warden stated in his report that this particular piece of equipment is new to the 
market and therefore he is unsure exactly what a safe speed would be to operate it at. He 
understood from witnesses that a safe speed was approximately 25 mph and the boat 
operator was going approximately 32 mph; therefore, he did not think the boat operator 
was acting recklessly or with criminal negligence. 

According to the game warden, he looked at the waming stickers on the kite tube and 
there was a waming sticker indicating that the tube could reach a height of 20 feet in half 
of a second. 

The game warden noted in the accident investigation report that the autopsy on the victim 
was completed and that "the cause of death was a transection ofthe aorta, a deceleration 
injury caused from the impact of his body with the surface of the water. There was no 
water in the lungs so the victim died upon impact and did not drown, nor was his neck 
broken as early reports suggested." 

On June 21, 2006, this investigator spoke with the game warden that investigated the 
matter. The warden stated that he did not directly witness the matter, but collected 
information for the investigation afterwards. The warden fiirther stated that he viewed 
the kite tube and tow rope at the business of the deceased. When asked, the warden 
stated that he did not obtain any information on the tow rope, nor measurements. He 
stated that it appeared to be a standard ski rope. 

The warden stated that when he called the witnesses, they were hesitant to talk with him 
because an attomey was already involved on behalf of the family. The warden stated 
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after the boat operator contacted the attomey and he spoke with the attomey, the operator 
would then talk with him regarding the investigation. The boat operator told the warden 
that the manufacturer contacted the victim's wife approximately two days after the 
incident. 

The warden told this investigator that the boat operator and the deceased victim were 
business partners and that the boat and kite tube were at the business when he inspected 
them. The game warden stated that the kite tube was deflated when he looked at it and 
that there were numerous waming stickers all over the product. He said that one of the 
waming labels stated that the tube could obtain 20 feet in less than half a second. 

The game warden told this investigator that the witnesses in this matter might not be 
willing to talk as the family has retained an attomey. The warden was finally able to talk 
with two of the witnesses, but did not contact the victim's wife as she was extremely 
distraught after the incident. 

On June 23, 2006, this investigator was able to contact the "observer" on the boat and 
spoke to him regarding the incident. This person stated that the victim purchased the kite 
tube over the intemet only a couple of days before they used it. He stated that the victim 
had the product sent ovemight and received it either Friday or Saturday before the 
incident. 

The observer stated that on the first day (Saturday, April 29) everyone used the kite 
tube, but that nobody was getting any "air" and that he found it very difficult to use. He 
stated that the victim even found it difficult to use and told the others he was going to 
watch the video that night before trying the kite tube the next day. The observer stated 
that the kite tube kept folding over and that it was wobbly. He stated that when inflated, 
it was over 10 foot in diameter. 

Prior to using the kite tube the following day, the victim told the others that it was all 
about technique and that by watching the video he realized that it was more than just 
hanging on. 

The observer told this investigator that the next day, the victim was the only person to use 
the kite tube and he was attempting the second pass when the accident occurred. The 
observer stated that the victim had the kite tube in the air and that it suddenly veered to 
the victim's left (the observer's right) and that the kite tube turned upside down right 
before it hit the water. He stated that the victim let go ofthe kite tube immediately before 
it hit the water and was face down when the boat got back to him. 

When this investigator asked about the boat that was being used, the observer stated that 
the victim owned it less than a month. He fiirther stated that the victim sold his old boat 
the Friday before Easter to the observer's brother. 

When asked about the tow rope that was used, the observer stated he believed it was 
about 60 foot long and that it was the rope that came with the kite tube. He stated that 
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there were three colors to the rope and that each section was approximately 20 feet long. 
He stated that at the time of the incident, all three colors were attached and that is why he 
estimates the length at 60 feet. He did not know the brand of the tow rope and only 
understood it to be the one that came with the kite tube. 

This investigator asked about his relationship with the victim, and the observer stated that 
he has known the victim for a long time and that he is the same age as his sister and the 
victim lived with his family for some time while he (the observer) was growing up. He 
stated that he ultimately went to work for the victim at his maintenance shop, however, 
after the victim's death; the shop was unable to stay open and has since closed. 

This investigator asked about the location of the product and the observer stated that they 
went and picked it up from the Coast Guard and it was stored at the victim's shop, 
however, everything has been cleaned out and he is unsure where the product is. 

On June 23, 2006, this investigator left messages for both the driver ofthe boat and the 
victim's wife to retum a telephone call. 

On June 26, 2006, the attomey for the victim's wife retumed the telephone call. At this 
time, the victim's wife is still very distraught over the incident; therefore, the attomey of 
record was interviewed in this matter. The attomey stated that the victim purchased the 
item online from skilimited.com. The attomey believed that the victim purchased the 
item for about $499. 

According to the attomey, the victim is a water enthusiast and he has grown up on the 
water and has always done lots of water sports activities. The attomey knows the victim 
well and considers his family good friends. According to the attomey, the victim is very 
physically fit and has no physical limitations. The attomey did not know the victim's 
weight, but stated that he was well over six foot tall. Additionally, the attomey stated 
that the victim owned a constmction business and since the death of the victim, the 
family has begun to shut the business down as no one else is capable of mnning the 
business. 

When asked about the tow rope that was used, the attomey stated that the tow rope came 
with the kite tube. He verified the observer's statement that the rope came in different 
lengths and fiirther said that the rider would put the length based on how high he wanted 
the kite tube to go. 

The attomey said that the victim and his friends first tried the kite tube on that Saturday 
after watching the video. The attomey stated that he was told that everyone had difficulty 
on the kite tube and the victim watched the video again after that day. 

According to the attomey and verified by this investigator, on April 28, 2006, the kite 
tube by this manufacturer was named the 2006 sports product ofthe year by the Sporting 
Goods Manufactures Association. This was broadcast on Fox news under "Fox and 
Friends." According to the attomey this is where the victirii first saw the product and he 

http://skilimited.com
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ordered it online that day and received it the next day on April 29, 2006, which is when 
he first used the product. 

The attomey is very concemed about the product being advertised as the sports product 
ofthe year since it appears the product is very unstable. The attomey stated that there are 
too many variables and that the rider has no control. He stated that something as a slight 
gust of wind can throw the rider off and slam the kite tube with the rider back into the 
water. The attomey stated that the kite tube is unreasonably dangerous even if it is used 
as intended by the manufacturer. 

The attomey stated that the victim's family has filed suit against the manufacturer and the 
seller. According to the attomey, neither party has yet to respond to the lawsuit. 

The attomey told this investigator that the kite tube is a brand new product out on the 
market and that he believes it only became available about Febmary or March of this 
year. He also stated that he understood that the National Park Service at Lake Powell has 
banned the use of these kite tubes because they are so dangerous. On June 26, 2006, the 
CPSC investigator in San Francisco provided this investigator the document filed on June 
15, 2006, in which a law enforcement specialist with Glen Canyon National Park in 
Utah/Arizona submitted a request to prohibit kite tubing in that area (See Attachment #6). 

On June 26, 2006, this investigator researched the on-line company where the victim 
purchased the kite tube. The kite tube is listed as no longer available. This investigator 
called the on-line company and inquired about availability ofthe kite tube. The customer 
service representative stated that these specific kite tubes are no longer available. He said 
that they sold what they had and the manufacturer stated there were no more available at 
this time. 

On June 27, 2006, this investigator spoke with a lieutenant from the United States Coast 
Guard. This lieutenant stated that they were not the first responders and that they arrived 
after the victim was in the ambulance being transported to the hospital. He said they 
contacted the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department to determine if they were going to 
take jurisdiction. The lieutenant stated that a U.S. Coast Guard boat spotted the kite tube 
floating in the water after the accident and retrieved it and the following day, the victim's 
friends picked it up. The lieutenant stated that they did not generate an official report in 
this matter. 

On June 27, 2006, the attorney for the victim's family e-mailed this investigator the 
Plaintiffs Original Petition (See Attachment #7) that indicates the family and estate is 
suing the kite tube manufacturer, the on-line company that sold the kite tube, and the boat 
operator. Given the boat operator's status as a defendant in this matter, this investigator 
ceased her attempts at contacting him since he was not retuming previous telephone calls. 

On June 28, 2006, the game warden faxed over the autopsy report on the victim which 
indicates that the cause of death was transection of aorta with left hemothorax (See 
Attachment #8). The autopsy report stated that there was 1,200 milliliters of free and 
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clotted blood within the left chest cavity. The report also indicates that there were no 
fractures ofthe cervical spine. The autopsy stated that the victim was 71 V-i inches tall 
and weighed 225 pounds. The pathological findings on the victim were: 

1. Transection of aorta. 
2. Left hemothorax (1,200 milliliters of blood). 
3. Mild to moderate atherosclerotic coronary artery disease. 

The medical examiner also placed a comment at the end ofthe report which stated: 

"The decedent was being towed behind a boat on a kite tube. According 
to witnesses, the kite tube flew 15 feet into the air with the decedent and 
then impacted the water. The impact caused a transection of the aorta due 
to sudden deceleration ofthe body." 

Additionally, on June 28, 2006, the Justice of the Peace for Jefferson County 
faxed an autopsy report and included a toxicology report which indicated the 
victim's blood alcohol level was .04% (See Attachment #9). 

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION: 

1. Product Type: 
Brand: 
Model Number: 
Manufacturer: 
Retailer: 

Purchase Price: 

2. Product Type: 
Brand: 
Serial Number: 
Year of Boat: 
Retailer: 
Purchase Price 

Kite Tube 
Wega Kite Tube 
53-500 
Sportstuff Incorporated 
Ski Limited 
One Ski Limited Way 
P.O. Box 1000 
Bethel, NC 27812 
$499 

Boat 
Sea Ray 
SERA4458G798 
1998 
Unknown 
Unknown 

The first product is the Wego Kite Tube is yellow, black, red, and white in color and is 10 
foot in diameter. The CPSC investigator in San Francisco was able to locate and obtain 
exemplar pictures ofthe Wego Kite Tube (See Photos 1 through 13). 
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PPROXlWSTtlHFlATEDSIZE 1 f - • ' - ' 

.' ' . « iTri'Twri'crrV.-i-! ' ' arjipm.-iiia.; 
*. ^ 1 PERSON Max CAPflCIT/ 

PHOTO •"•"1 T'his photo .shows the oulsidc ofthe exenipiai box fiom the fioiii 

SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E Ci rc le , S u i t e A 
Omaha, NE 68137 USA 
Te l : 402.S92.908S 
fax.: 402;592.1354 

1 

WA-DEiN CHINA 
Customer Service; 
&ed.i314.6033 
Ihtern'ef Address;. 
http://www.»p«rts»tw«'»com 
i-majl; cust«»n«rcaf^8|>ortsstuff.com 

PHOTO 
China. 

This photo identifies the manufacturer of the kite tube and that it was made in 

The manufacturer's web site provides the following details on the kite tube: 

http://402.S92.908S
http://www.�p�rts�tw�'�com


060612HCC3582 
Page 10 of 17 

• 120 inch Inflated diametrr (10 foot) with slanted saucer caniiguratlon 
• 840D full bDdy,'nylon double'skirilcover witfi'fiU boating *afjf*- • ' < 
• Computerlzed'doiJbTe^tltched^sewing -^yiai feW*: x^-SfWRg?. f . ^ j ' ^ 
• NylonzipperedVpenlngsfor^filalfdeVinsertlon^S^diustnwitP*' >'£"X 
• Multiple me'sli drain'ports, baPtlcked -^S^Sfs " t ' , ' ^ ' " ' ' ' ^ ' 
• Two hoavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit' 
• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for 
, quick tow ropB.conneEtion .jfy^j**-.. l t 4 s A f j - ^ - ^ A t ' t . 
^Speed,sa;etyi¥alies,forJ3sl%sy'i^flatlon/de^i,alio^ T - ' S H R t - f ' ' . 
• Parallel slotting.s'ystem with^on'-slip footstepsand heoprenerpaodlriq 
. for coiiifortabiB fbotrlcneB,- and leg use-" " i ^ t ^ - ' ' f ' S ^ i ' 
• 8 padded non-slip handles with knuckle guard -
• Heavy-duty starting leash wjth easy grip sponge balls. 

• Segmsnteti.tow.rope Is inclu'ded'adjustable'length style ^ , " 9 ^ 
45/55/65 foot'leffaths -^f^' *•"•-: • ' " : . 

• High vislfailtty7 billboard style red and yellow watersports safety colors 
.. witb'Gheckeriibard and caution accent striping . 

JiUti! -. t 

PHOTO #3; This photo shows the features that the manufacturer advertises for tlhs product. 

"120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration 
840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating 
Computerized double stitched sewing 
Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 
Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked 
Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit 
Reinforced towing system vvith molded aluminum connector for easy quick 
connection 
Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation 
Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for 
comfortable foot, knee, and leg use 
8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard 
Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls 
Reflective Safety piping on all handles and on the outside top taping 
Variable loops for detachable leash use 
Panoramic see through double windows 
Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included 
High visibility, billboard stjie, red and yellow watersports safety colors with 
checkerboard and caution accent striping 
Instructional DVD, tovi' rope, and starting leash included." 
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WESO 10FT. KITE TUBE 

Model » 53-5000 

tent Peiiding, ,,_ 
Sportsstuff, lnc.,,2005 

ifl 

1-i 

li 
.ll 

il 

,1 M il UJ I U •! jl 
' . '^ " v . - l i l t 

J 
PHOTO #4: This photo shows the inanulaciurer's model number and the UPC code. 
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^^^ij^f<^-Mii<^AAirA-::::;£^AA^M^ 

Fl 
.p:4&A!^>if^c^-^.^^'^~^'i^^'^- - ^ 

lOTO #5: This photo shows the top view ofthe product packaguig. 

GUARANTEE: Sportsstuff, Inc. warrants, to the original purchaser 
only, that their, high performance products when used for normal 
recreational purposes are free from defects in material and 
wofkimanship fdr a period of ninety (90) days from date of purchase. 
FOR PR6MRT PARTS REPLACEMENT, CONTACT SPORTSSTUFF 
DIRECTLY AT 888.8.14.8833. REPLACEMENT PARTS ARE SHIPPED 
WITHIN.48.HOURS'dF. NOTIFICATlbN MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY. 
DO NOT RETURN IT TO YOUR DEALER. 

'"-ATTEOTpO^: ''> " 'v • , , . 
I^ead a lkwarh ings aired ins t ruc t ions prov ided w i th th is 
p roduc t p r i6^ t o User b O NOT. DISCARD! 
Designs; f ea tu red in^photog^^r^ sub jec t t o var ia t ions. 

WARN I NG: N6t̂ a:̂ Uf esayingipevitfe. 
Neve/Leave Ghilbren Unattended. 
Use Only Under Competent Supei;vision. 

PHOTO ii()- This photo shows the guarantee Ibr the pft)duct. 
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/ • '•.. V . 'V..i 

KITE TUBE USER 
Release of Uability: .•. 

B>» assembling arid intlatirjo the Kite Tubej you agree 
ihatyou have nsad,and understand the entire-. 
.Spoj^tuff^ pnodutctmanuatvthcluding all instruction^. 
and xvamings contained in^thaf material prior to using. 

.the JQte Tubd. Y&J adfditicmally agree that you vrill ensure 
anyadditiona} crs^ibs^quent users of the Kite Tube wilt 
vmtH and understand the entire owtver's manual. Misiise 
or improper us^of the Kite Tubs ,couid;regult:in risks, 
.darjg^ and haiardis.whi^lmay result intsarious iî jury-
or distik TTifi! rsks and dangers that rnay beierKsountered. 
thrc>ui?h the inipnopef use of the Kite Tutse can be avt»d§d 
by re^ao.no and toiicwing tr»e warning guidelines listed 
w-(thjn the Q\V7>£T'S manual and b\' p-t>per oseof the Kite 
"fbt>g. Your assesnbly and. us^;df this product shall be ..' 
evidence of yofiV agr»en>«it^,lDtheftiI}est extent- ., ,; 
pf>m">itte<3 by Isw. to property fpltovv the instiuctit>ns'ahd 
abide by the wamings set terth within tha'product 
nv^nual. "\'our assemL^v and use of the Kite Tut>e shall 
.ilso crop.stl̂ Jte a release, to, the extent permitted by law, 

, by.you and hy 3.ny third part)^ permitted by ybu to use,' 
in i any rnanner, thelQte TuSe, tO'Sp«>rt̂ fof!.fTt)m'.any ', 
andallliabifity for any fc^^daJT>age.,iniurivand/or., 
e.>g5e!nse that ypu or s^y u^.'df .the'Kite Tube iriay swffer, -
s s a re^itt of t tb ijse of tha Kite Tube. This n^easa shall 
extend to anj* loss, d s m ^ e . injuiy or e^^ensedue to 
ân>̂  cause whatsc^vsr, irffiluding nealigehce or breach': 

; ©f'Soptract-ohthe'.j^rto and/or any party"' • 

' psirticSpstaTO in tfte designlahd/or rhanutacture of tfie- . 
Kite Tube, me terfhs of thlsrelaase shall'be.ieffectfve , '--j 
-Tind b!ndf-»g upctn >'OLJ. \ '0 jr heVrs. he.vt olkin. exectitors.' 
ac;-iin;?:raroT^ assigr.s and.representatK'es. Your 
3ss5m3i> snd use of tne KiteTube shall constitute ^-our' 
agreement to assume snd'-adDept arjy or-an.lcnovV'n.of -

-.pfnknpft-n .risAs-of injury toyouaridfor to thlrd-parSJes . 
.^f&igh the use'-pf • ^ JCrteJtu't«ii-.S^rtsstun;ahd retat^ 
r..^oes ^ave'r«^t m ^ e ^ttd Hereby expressly--deny-ait^. 
o-ai or wTtiten representa^n arid/or warranti'. incJuding, 
wa—.sn:>' for a 'patiicular purpo®a. other than what is set" 
7̂ t̂.*̂  herein and in the Sportsstuff's Kite Tube manual. 
'n03.")S<M es, fecjTSsstuS. 'tncii. 2DiHi' 

PHOTO #7: This photo shows the 
manufacturer placed on the packaging. 

/a,rning and release of liability staterr.\ent that the 
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PHO IO Ml 1 hi-, photo from the exemplar packaging shows partial instructions on how to ride 
the kite tube arid that there is an instructiona!, DVD along witJi tlie product. 

mm fitjitmrm-f •£ r'^aa&asefi 

. \ 1 P A ' • • ^ -
. ^ a j j v j L & i f ' — " " 

m e Kile Tube is inHlen unlike anj other fcwable on the raarVet. In order to kite above the water tor sustained amounts of time, 
1 certain amount ot practice Is required. Scginncrs will tienetit greatly by follQ*ing the directions explained m Ihe incftded 
instructional DVD and D*ner s manual To Kite you begin by SJuMn-.g the tront ol the tubs up «iih the included starting (easn. 
Once »ou teach planing speed, (ou can pull the front ot fhe Kite Tube up even more lo a 15 deqree angle, so only I.-ie ttac* part 
of me tube is touching the water Once in this position, you hop slightly while holding an to the tude By hooping, fhe Xite tiiHe 
will become light and the rear ol the tube *ill le.ivB the water and your Kiting experience begins With a good amount of p.-aet/ce. 
ynu 11 be able to ho^er slightly above the water's surface for minutes at a time! This is only a brief e.planjfioB of how l,'!8 liite 
lube is i i l ien Be sure fo read all instructions and warnings prior to riding, £xp^r!ence safe Xitiog! 

PHOTO r^l2: This photo from the exemplar packaging gives a statement on how to "fly"' the kite 
tube. 
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PHOTO #13: This photo shows more ofthe exemplar packaging for the kite tube. 

The second product is a 1998 Sea Ray motorboat. The boat is 20'10" long and made of 
fiberglass. The hull is white and the serial number for the boat is SERA4458G798. 
There was a 260 hp engine on the boat. 

One of the witnesses told this investigator that the victim only recently purchased the 
boat approximately one month before the incident. 

SAMPLE COLLECTION: 

None. 
( 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Identity of Respondents 
2. Authorization of Name Use 
3. Texas Parks & Wildlife Accident Investigation Report 
4. SportsstuffWego Kite Tube Owner's Manual 
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Attomey Representing the Victim's Family 
bO 

2. Ryan Hall 
Game Warden 
Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 
5550 K Eastex Freeway 
Beaumont, Texas 77708 
(409) 892-8666 

3. l^p^LNU) 
Customer Service Representative 

4. The Honorable Tom Gilliam 
Justice ofthe Peace 
Jefferson County 
525 Lakeshore Drive 
Port Arthur, Texas 77640 

Witness (Observer) on Boat 

7. Lt. Steven Stowers 
United States Coast Guard 
2901 Turtle Creek Drive 
Port Arthur, Texas 77462 
(409)719-5060 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can,obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

O YES O NO 

(Signature) (Date) 

Per the attomey for the family ofthe victim, release of name is not authorized. 

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: http://www.cpsc.gov 

http://www.cpsc.gov
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TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT 
ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORT 
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t a WATERCRAFT ACCIDBir 
D DROWNING INVESTIGATION 

PAGE 
1 of 

REPORT NUMBER 

WVESnGATING OT HCER 

LHali Ryan! 
ACCKOVrOMTE 

Q4mizim SiHiday 
TMEWACtX 

3:1S pm 
DATHTB«MOT«=mD TMEMIRMEO 

WA 
SOURtXOFCMJ. 

Sheflff'8 DBfit. 
TYPE OF ACCIDENT 

Water Skiing 
PR0P.DAHAQE 
& m DYES 

DIST. FROM SHORE (ageCB̂ Y 
BODYOFWATHl 

Sabbie Lake 

ENGINE MAKE 

N/A 
ENGINE HP 

260 
OPER. EST. SPEED 
OF VESSEL 
32 MPH 

ENGINE TYPE 

VO 

VE^B-TYPE 
MotOTboat , 

EMGWIEYEAR 
N/A 

EST.THROTn£ 
POfOTION 
9 0 %OFFVm. 

OPER. POSmON 

3 
OPERATKIN C* VESSEL ATTIME OF ACtSBEHT, 

B) CRUISMG (ON PLANER DPLOVWNS <BOW ELEVATED) 

D IDLE SPEED D ATAW»10R 

Q ORimNG D DOCK»IG MANEUVER 

13 WATER SWNG • OTHER: 

TIME ON WATER PRECEDING ACCIDENT 

approximately 1.5 hours 

CIRCLE AU. OAMAGED AREAS <CHOOSE CORRECT^ffiisSEL CONFIGURATION) 

WmAL ItWACT AREA# W A 

7c 
AT ' / ) i | i o i a I 

7 . OB 
8 % 

i 
t i | i a | a | 

VUATERUNE 
1M.OVUER 

UNrr/PROP. 
ISAHRNIKHIEU) 
1&«URHED 
17-SUNK 
1B4HUN0 DAMAGE 

INSURED D N O P V E S DOLLAR EST. DAMAGE TO VESSEL f O . O | 

DESCRIBE QAUA6E N / A 

ENQINE MAKE ENQINE HP 

OPER EST. SPEED 
OFVESSB. 

MPH 

ENGINE TYP6 0ISWEYEAR 

EST.THROmE 
POSITION 

»OFRf lJ-

OPER. POsrrwN 

OPERATfflN OF VESSEL AT TIME fXF ACCIDENT 

D CRUISING (ON PLANE) OPL0WING{B0WELEVATH3) 

O IDIESPEED D AT ANCHOR 

D DRIFTINS n IJiOCKINQ MANEUVER 

O WATKSKING • OTHER; 

TIME OH WATER PRECEDING ACCIDENT 

CiRCLE A U DAMAGED AREAS ((»OOSE CORRECT VESSEL CONFKURATION) 

INITIAL IMPACfT AREA # . 

ẑN 3 l * l s l 

c U^ «•» ^ C 
INSURED a NO Q YES DOLLAR EST. DAMAGE TO VESSEL 

13«e.OVV 
VIMTERLME 

144.0VVeR 
UNrr/PROP. 

1S-WINDSHIELO 
1ft4»lRNED 
17.SUMK 
tB^lSJKO DAMAGE 

DESCRIBE DAMAGE 

VI V2 
BI D UNOER20HR& 
D D 20TO10Q HOURS 
D P OVeRIOOHOI 

INVESTtGATHKIQ OFFiCEH^H»<I^TURE 

V2 
a 
n 
o 

TOTAL BOA-
UNDER 20 HOUi^ 
20T0100 HOURS. 
OVER 100 HOURS 

V i 
B a NONE 
D a USCGAUX. 

VI a 
D 
a 

n TEXAS BOATER ED. 
D UNKNOWN 
O OTOER 

REVIEWED AND APPROVED 

OFL2000-047 (D£/l}4) 
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ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORT (CONTINUED) 
REPORT NUMBER PAGE 

2 or <r 
CODES FOR INVOLVeMEMT 
0-OPERATOR 
P-PAS3ENQER 
W-WITNESa 
aC-V«ATERa<IER 
^tf'-swgmER 
SC-5C0BADWER 
OR-DROWNED V O t M 

CODES FOR INJURY 
1-K(»«^\PPAREHT 
2~UIN0R 
3-MODERATE 
4-^RiOU8 
S-FATAL 
6-MISSIKG 

VESSa.NO.1 USE tt«inAOUMk NU^K£R FOR VE^B.NO.2 

=a^A^ 

OPnONAU USE CmTTED UfKSVWTHAHROWis TO WDICATE MOVEMENT OF PASSENGERS 

POST ACC. RELATION TO VESSEL 
l-FtaaAMS ABOARD 
2-EJECTE00\mRB0ARD 
3-LEAVEB VESSEL 

VCH.UNTARILY 
4-TRAPPED IN OVBmffiNB) 

VESSEL 

060612HCC3582 
Attachment #3 
Page 2 of 9 

IND# 
INVLV. i »4J. 

H«MVIDU/MjSlWOt.VEP 

NMIE /ADMASS / T E L B W » £ D.O.& 

W O CODE 
NO. & LTR 

POST 
ACC. 

SK \ l n 740^200 10n9/72 2 0 

", Orange Tk 474-M37 (»/28f78 3 C 

IBTX 46M410 01/04/78 3 C 

inge Tx 746'49206 0703/74 3 C 

gsCHyTx 330-2104 i2/isno 3C 

10 

I W TYPE OF FLOTATION OOflCE 

O-UNKNOWN 
1 - IMADE0UATE NUMBER OP PFD^ ON BOARD 
2-APPROVED. ACCESSIBLE. USED 
3-APPR0\ffiD. ACOeSSlBLR NOT USED 
4-APPR0\ffiD, NOI ACCESSIBLE. NOT USEO 

AMBULANCE 
UnftnoMm 

S-N0nrMNf>ROVED, ACCESSIBLE, tSSEO 
e - NOT APmOVEO, M»l^8iBLE. NOT USED 
7 - NOT APPROVED, NOT ACCESSIBLE. KKrr U ^ O 
8 - NO PFDVi ON BOARD. NONE USEDIAVALABLE 
9-0THER 

A-TYPEI 
B-TYPED 
C-TYPEIU 
D-TYPEIV 
e-TYPEV 

F-SWBELT 
G-INFLATABLE 
H-OTHER 
1-NONE 
J-UNKNOWN 

HOSPITAL OR CUNIC 
St. Mafy's Hespftai, Port /\ititur, Texas 

CODES FOH BELOW 
1 -TOEATED AND RELEASED 
2-ADMinEO 
a-TRANSFERRED TO OTHER HOSPITAL 
4 - REFUSED TREATTuSEMT 

1ND.« DESCRIPTION OF INJURY core 
Deceased 

(^VIEWED AND APPROVED 

OFLZOOlMMr (Q«04) 
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it 15/ I t 
laiuuo 

WEATHER 
i a O E A R 
D CLOUDY 
D F O Q 
• RAIN 
QWlOW 
QHAZY 

AKTBHP 
gS«F 
WATER TEMP 
B O T 
WATHlDEinH 

WIND 
DIRECnON: S o u t h ^ 

O NONE 
B LIGHT (t^S MPH) 
a MODSIATE (7-14 MPH) 
• STR<»IG{t&J»M«0 
Q STORM (OVER 25 MPH) 

OTHER 
CONOmONS 

m DAYTIME 
D NK3HT 
D DUSK 
• DAWN 

VeiHItTrY 
DAY NtafT 
Bl GOOD • 
n FAIR a 
D POOR a 

BOATING TRAFFIC 
BUGHT 
n MEDIUM 
DHEAVY 

WATER CONDtnONS 
a CALM (WAVES LESS THAN 8^ 
n CHOPPY eWAVES 6' - r ) 
D ROUGH (WAVES 2--6') 
a VQIY ROUGH (WAVES GREATER 

TWVNff) 
ncURRENT 
gSTRONG CURRENT 

PRWOlAiCEO BV/TITLE 
GfflamJPS 

AUTOreY? 
IF YES, BY: 

d NO GJ VES 

•leflereon Co, 
BLO0OSAB«n:E7 Q MO H V S ^ 
IFYES.SUBMnTH>BY:iytoigUe 

P S t S O N ^ RECOVERING BOOY 

FaireHy Membeis 
CAUSE OF DEATH 
D DISAPPEMMNCE 
g | ACCIDENTAL 

TRAUMA 
a OmiWNiNQ 

D OTHER (SPECIFY) 
SWIMMING ABILITY 

BSTR0N6 
DMaOMM 
D WEAK 

a N;m«WDMMER 
Q UNKNOWN 
a WA 

DATE / TWffi OF RECOVERY 
4O0/0S 3;a>pin 
P O a n O N OF BODY WHSU 
FOUND 

Ftoating 

METHOD OF RECOVERY 
b y h a n d 

WATER DEPTH & a O r n » l COND. 

OESCRffiE FATAL INURY/ TRAUMA 

heart injury 
FROTH CONE 
H NO D Y E S 

UVIDmr VISIBLE 
a NO D Y E S 

ANY RECENT PHYSCAL/MENTAL 
PROB£MS l a NO O Y E S 

O I H a t MARKS OR WCHJNDS ON BODY 
W/A 

PRCK'SmrOWISR NASC/AOORESS 
WA 

POSmON OF ARMS / HANDS 

WA 

DESCRIBE PROPERTY DAMAGB1/U3STMIDCKH.LAR VALUE 

WA 

ANY AUCOHOUC BB^^^EVWTK&i 8 HRS. OF ACC.7 

V1/DR1 V2a»2 IF YES. AMT/ryPBTBlffi INVOLVED 

a 
a 

V2fl]R2 
O N O 

lavEs 

a UNK. 

V1/DR1 

V2A)R2 3 t i e e r , 2 h r 

Mfnimctmcswii^Ea. PRECEDING 
ACC? 
w o V2mR2 If YES, INSCRIBE 
Rl SI NO 

D 

D 

O Y E S 

OUNK. 

Vf/DRt 

V2fflR2 

»IEMlCAL OR BREATH TEST? 

Vt/DRI 

TYPE TEST, 
RESULTS 

D 
D 

V2a>R2 

D NOT REQUESTED 

QREFUSED 

DSUSMITTEO 

VMJRl 

V2DR2 

OPBWTOreVICTBil OPERATC»WlCTrM(COWrO) vessayEQUiPMBwr (CONTD) 
V1/DR1 

D 

o 
o 
o 
D 
D 

SPECIFY 

D 
SPEOFY 

O 
O 
D 

SPEOFY 

O 
SPEQFY 

V2fl}R2 

O 

D 

• 
D 
a 
a 

D 

D 
a 

D 

EXCESSIVE SPEED 

EXHAUSTION 

FAILED TO KEEP PROPER 
LOOKOUT 
FAILED TO TAIE EVASIVE 
A0TK1H 
FATIGUE 

HEALTWMEMCAL PI«»LEM 

ln«>AIREO ^UJCAWUGS) 

INEXi^RIENCE 

INATTENTION 

OPERATING TOO CUOSB TO 

OTHER CAUSE NOTT LISTED 

V«DR1 

D 

D 

V2It»2 

Q 

D 

OTHER OPERATOR 
ERRCXVFAUtT 

smrnmsMmTf 

W D M 

a 
V2IDR2 

n OVERLQADBD 
•-* (LIST CAP. RAT«*Q& 

ACTUALtOADlN 
NARRATIVE 

O a TYPEOFVESSEL 

V E S ^ L / E O U i P I ^ M r 

VlflBRI 

P 
SPECIFY 

D 

SPECIFY 

a 
a 

sreciFY 
D 

VZIDR2 

D 

D 

O 

n 
a 
D 

ENVIRONMENT 
EQtSP. FAILURE (PFD. BD^ 
Piiinp,elc} . 

MECH. FAB.URE tjaetUHiO. 
do.) 

HUU FAILURE 

IMPRO^RLY LOADED 

NAVK3. LIGHTS (NtmsfPsatiaQ 

OBSTTiUCTED VISIBILTY IN 
VESSEL 

VWDR1 

O 
SPECIFY 

a 
JM>EaFY 

D 
SPECIFY 

V2fflR2 

D 

• 

D 

D 

HAZARD IN WATER 

RESTreCTEO WS»1L1TY 
^og . Rain, ste) 

WATER CONDmONS 
(Rough Chop. Cunent, etc) 

WEATHER CONOrnONS 

^'B:IFY moderate wind gusts 

va 
a NO ACTION T/«EN 
D CITATIONISSU6aCHARGE«<MlRTDATSCrTY 
D RBFERREDJ 

V2 

REVlBflKO AliOJ APPROVB) 

OF L2IXKH)47 (08/04) 
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On April 30,2CK)61, State Game vy r̂den Ryan L Hdl and Michael Keeney were patrolling Cow Bayou for water safety 
vrotaftions. We obseved a white Sra Ray Inboard di^layir^ the re^ration numbers TX 9541 JC occupied by one white 
m^e and one w île female si^sd pasi our. patrol boat wrtiite the flawing blue ligttis were aerated. We pursued tiie boat at 
a top speed of appreximstely 48 m(^ unfit we leaeted the boat ramp at Hwy 87 in Bridge City, Texas ̂  af^roximatdy 3:45 
pm. 

When we made contact \OTth the white male identifted himself ae g|g|i | | | | j | | i He appeared esdrendy excited and stated 
th^ he 1 ^ an emergemy and ted to leave right away. I asked him to explain and he incHcated that he and some friends 
were pulling ^ggmnjjgjigiiigii aa a tube by Stewts l^and and he fell off and was unconsdoue and unresponsive. I ai^ed if 
he had teen c^»iating the beat at the lime ol ttie aocideni He indicaied that a person named i H H i l had been operating 
\\» boat stt thatfime. He said th^ auOrorifî  had met them at Rainbow Marina in Port Arthur and ttiat J H i K a had rycto 
on the ambutanoB with ttte vidim. JHft th«i left the boat nmning and walked up to where his v^ida was parted and we 
thought he was ̂ ' r ^ to bade d c w ^ ^ load the boat onto the trailer. InstesKl he left the boat in the water and went to the 
hospital. I tumwIcHf the motw and left my busif»ss card for them to call iTie with more infomiation. 

I made severe intone calls to ensure that »>meone was iin/est'igating the acddent and share the infomiation i had vnth 
them. Nctfxxfy I macte contact vi^ sudi as Pert Arthur P.D, Oiar^ie County S.O., and JeRierson Cowity S.O. had any 
irftirmation abcait ttie acddent cr which hoî t̂al the vtcSm and operator went to. I left word with the dKspab^r at Orange 
Cour^ S.O. to CEdl me if ̂ e heard anytiiii^ else. She called latei* that evening with infbnnafion fn»n ttie U.S. Coast (Suard 
iM a^ed me to CEdl a Uetrienaftt Stowers for more irifonrnation. 

Ufflitenant Stowers advised that one of Ms patrol boats arrived at the Raintxiw Moina wdtere fhe victim had baen taken to 
meet with an amtiulance shcniiy sStm the l»at carying tiie victim arrived. He stated thsft his men sptHoa unth witnesses on the 
s i ^ e and identified the c îerator (rf the vessel as iliwiftMlillffl and ttm vtottm as Jii j i i l l i i i l ifl . He had a phone nuni>er 
fOiiiMiliiiWb. He stated ttiat his men (fid not Indicate that Igpi^jaared intoxicated, but that ttiey dki ot^erve alcohol In 
the boat He s^ed thaaHJi^eft with ttie ambuianoe and the victmi to the tiMpital. lanced if anyone from taw enforcement 
had been on-sc«ne to order a msHidMory Uood spectaen be tek^ tromlllllwand he Indicated that ttieiB was not A blood 
^jedmen to ts^ for atoohol was rxM taken fam Mr. ISSSS^ 

On May 5,2008. ttie day after ttie funeral services for '4j|HHHIil^<' contacted Mr. J a M M M N III for an inten/iew. 
He agreed to the interviraiv and^we a writt»i statement dfmee^nts that transpired at the tbneof the acddent He stated 
that he had not been drinidng ar̂ r ^cohd on the day of the acddent He stated that they hal launched the tioat at 
approximadely 1:30 pm irfter attending diuich senrices. He stated tfiat^^^mdmately 3:18 pm tie was qierating idBmiBS 
JtfHHISis boat that tie had |u^ recently purchased He was pulling ̂ ^ V *)" ^ brand new Wego iOie-Tuba that they had 
used on one occa^on ttie day before. He stated that he had made one pass westbound in front <4'Stewts Island on tt^ 
north end of &d^ne L^ce and tumed around fn the Nedhes f̂ nrer and headed easUxxind to mEdce another pas^ in front of the 
island. He ̂ atedttuft ha was in iha tteep part of the channel on the north side of Stewte Island traveOr̂  near full throttie 
which was aypxacknat^ '3S. mph white pulBng llMSWi!! He stated ttiat when he reached the eaÊ teonmost end of Stewts 
Island he glanoedbadc snd saw that-lftrfMUJgliiwas airbome on ttie Klie-Tuba He stated that seconds later his observer and 
pa^engeif fHif i l advised him to tum around ttiat«Mlli^ had fallen off ttie Kite-Tuba He steted ttiat I M H w a s 
ftoattng fiac&down in ttie water unconsdoua He advisoi that another boat witnessed the acdd^it and got to mi|pPS first 
and ttiey wmre ^ l e to gi^ him (mboard the boat He staled ttiat they did not observe any vital signs but CPR was 
ERlministered on the way to the Raanbow Manna after calfing 911. He ̂ te|^Lgiat tie talked writh the U.S. Ckiast Guard at ttie 
Msr^a smd \ESt wtti the ambulance carrylng^lHHP- He stated ttiat'iHMP^Aias pronounced dead at SL Mary's Hospital 
in Port Arthur. Texas, tiy JusSca of the Peace Gillam. 

On May 5,2006, after Jntefviewing flHK^I contacted Mr.^SHKIKpfor an inten/i«w. He agreed to an interview and gave 
a written statonmt as well He stated ttiat ̂  the moment of the acddent 1f//§lg^' mss swkienly on the Kite-Tube 
af̂ jrox'mately 15-20 feet into tiie an-. He stated that t)» tuba became unstable sA that height and t»gan a teid dive to the 
/dt slammtng|MMW down into t(» watar. Ha steted ttiaMMNHIIIl^ bounced cSfafVhe surface of ttie water approximately 2 
tknes and ^ d ^ ^ ^ o i s s the surface of the water. He stated that t» was than floating foca (town unconsdous in the water. 
He fiteted that he had consomed dbout one beer before the acddent but he steted that Luna had not been drinkingat all. 
_JBottiVHtriegess^e the names of the othar i^ssengem on board vMtAi conasted on Mrs. fllimiMI» the victims wite. and 
^^•||H||S|Pi^girthiend. Th^ also seated tiiat th^e W«B no objecte in ttie water nor any ottier boate in the nearby 
vksnity thatlini|Micouid ha/e ts^to cai^e his deatti. 
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mar intenrteuving ttte wHnesses m board ^ p U m i s boat, witnesses thalt observed a portion of ttie nxident from ttie 
be£K:h on SHtewte Island, and consulting the auto^y r^xirt I have (nnduded this invesig^on. Because of ttie design of the 
Wego<Xit»-Tube the person iklir^ on Uie iid)e controls the haght of the tube over the wat»' t^ leaning fonaard or badcward. 
TherefiHB ttte cMtfy input that the operator of ttie vess^ has is the speed at which it is being piked and staying dear of ar^ 
ottier obstades or vessels in the water. In this case, botti the (^lator and tt» person riding the Kite-Ti^ were 
in^qperianced because it was a n^y piece of equipment T h ^ had rkkten on if ̂  thef?;^ ttne ttie pretrioi^i d£^ without 
incident ami vmo unaware of ite irterent danger Because this Is a nevm piece of equipmait to ttie market, i do not know 
whatisasEife^»eedtopdlthise(|uifHnentb8Wndaboat. It is my untferstenc '̂r^ ttiat l i s recommended ttiat the Kite-Tube 
be pulled apprtwlmaiidy 25 mph to readi [daning speed. Thoefore i do not think ttiat Luna was existing the vessel 
reckkffi^ «- witti criminai n^igence in this case. I also do not beliaye ttiat aicohtd was a fatHia- In ttiis accktent, however 1 
do regret not bdng ableta intennew the (^wiator afta'ttie acdctent to detemine if a Uood sample was wsuranted There are 
multiple waming Ackers on the K^e-Tube itself, one of whk:h indicates ihai ttie tidie can lift to a he^rht of 20 feet in half a! a 
second. _ „ ,« „ „_ 

The aute^^ n îort on MnNHMMMl indkates the came of (teatti &s a tamectkm of the aorte, a deo^erafon injury 
caused from ttie impact of tn% body vnth the suifoce of ttvs water. There was no water In ttte lungs so l l ^ M ^ <^^ " ( ^^ 
ittypaei and did not drawn, nor wira his nec^ broken as earty reporte a i ^e^ed . 

In my CHpmton tNs «xident is tto rssult cf inaxperiotce with a new piece of ectuipmrait on tbe part erf ttia vicfim and the 
opener of ttie boat I also fiaveomosme as to the overall sateiy of ttie Wego-fGte-Tube KB-tise on put^k: water asthereis 
no nm'it to tt« height at ̂ l i iA it can attain or how fa^iiwlldecyiar^e after sttanir^ttetheig^ No oMnal charges have 
been filed as a result oflf#1rivesttgatton 
INVESTIGATWGOFFtCI 

p | M I ^ % < S ^ 

REVIEWED AND APPROVED 
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TEXAS PARKS & WILDUFE DEPARTMENT 
DIAGRAM 

RETORT MlWffiER 

PAGE 
U Of ^ 

^ Wfator Craft Aceistert 
D Sui^ Diagram 
D Other 

BC^T« (OPER) . 
BOAT #2 (OPER.). 

RHKJRTING OFFlCER/B/«K3E HO. 
Ay^A/ c. / f ^ i c / 3 9 Z 

DATEOFOCCWANCE 

BCJOY OFWATER TlMEOFO<XURANCE 
ClAM OPM 

NOTE: DIAGR/VM IS NOT TO SCW.E UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 

XJ r 
A 
JJ 

^ CVN«A/»B1 f<SQrk:«r 

»www W«vV<ar 

INTRACOASTAL 

•vP 

OF LiOOO-047 (05/04) 
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TEXAS PARKS & WILDUFE DEPARTMIENT 
VOLUNTARY STATEMENT 

NOTl: WITNESS TO SUBMIT A DIAGRAM ON NEXT PAGB. IF APPLICABLE 

^^PORTNIMBQ^ 

WkTE OF STATBffiMT 

NAME 

P/^E „ 
-7 of ? 

TM DAM" 

^..'^O - ^ 
g/c<̂  LOe.€iO^ 

(^ \M^ acf ^ "'cerfain 
g 4 / r - borrt'e -ĉ pot 

% ^ _ ^ 

WMI AD^ d ] \^ 4̂ A^Z^ff'^^^'^ 
^if/t: .^k2^ 8 w::s:'^m^mf. 

AV 1 ? ^ . ^ ( ^ t r a < A A &K Tf̂ . ^(^rn<AA. 

BHF" ruka fAaiy ftoT~ 
/4e. <^Ptd Pm£>-Hm€S 

/A>^y heSff-i eoMmtrtA 
z^)/^'^ _ MM_ ASa/tAi/ed. z: 

fetj M j ^f^'i/Vj^ 

I have neadAwitten the above statementconslsting of 1 pages atKl attest that it Is a true and 
accurate account of the BVBnt(s) which took place on A ^ t ^ \ 3 ^ yJf^Ui ^^^ 

that this statement was given by me freely and voiuntariiy. without fear or threat or promise of reward. 
WTTNESS VWTNESS 

OF 12000447 (05/04) 
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TEXAS PARKS & WILDUFE DEPARTwiirr-
VOLUNTARY STATEMENT 

BEPORfTNUMBm 

DATE OF STATEMENT 

•pWSi 

T S I — U l S f 
2' 

^loo p 7 m 

/4rt'-"Wvi. 

3 3 ' JS&C>- Qt.J 6 & e A ^ P t u r S A « . K ^ \ S X s / a w c / u^ pe.>yCitfg.g»y5 

«^a/. Ae 
'Ae.k€y\d 

3Sis poQT^ r e Lfc»«jE r<^« wg ^ — y s d ^ L f i 
ts A?5/grt^o^ J # -ife ^ c / t e 7 ^ fAJ«}4 

i - r ~ . . • s i lA- . IK-#-_ . / • L. ^ J lo .. . .^•r ^ J C . . ^ . ^ ^.1 .A.A 

iKMt^fty 

tk^ 
T ijL>Au\̂ s.s&c/ ^t/K ai^f-^firte-^ <a.(vJ CeL9^m^a^7 ' ' ^^^ -^ft / jo^J 

- ^ ( I m - g ^ ' ^ e 4<AA^ . ' (Al&t^\T 7ot!^iedP, 

I fMgaffnffiMTiiwf M A l '-
m j 'm: €/-5^. 

I have readAAflritten the above statement consisting of 1 pages and attest that H is a true and 

acojfate account of the ewnt(s) which took place on l\prt'i 3o^^ QooC^̂  and 
that this staltecnent was given by me freely and voiuntariiy, vi^out fear or threat or promise of reward. 

WrrNESS 

OF L200WM7 (OS/04) 
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State 

77630 

Zifi 

Oninge 
Goanly 

R A C E 

ZDHispanic 
BiSWhite 
4DCMwr 
S.OUalctiaw)> 

SEX 

Y l c n M WEARING 

PIRSCJNAL FLOTATION DEVICE? 

IiaYes 2 D N O sDUnknowB 
AGE 

33 

OCCUPAHON 

Comtrncttim 
Owner 

SWIMMING 
ABUJTY 

llSlOood 
2DP00T 
SDNiras 
4Ql^Dkiiown 

lOSwbmiBi^ 
anWedmg 
aCISBi:^ 
4 DScQbaDtviBg 
SDndung 
eOFlsiiing 
TQCaocsiDg 
8 OWiadattifiDg 

lOEirtieiiRwcia 

A C n v n Y OF VICHM 
UCDlhsalEi^ 

UillAirMyKm 
14nDlving 
t s Q J i i i ^ ^ 

17 DP8m.Saiiii% 
isBSkitag 
wnBoaSng 
MDOOmf 

CAUSE FACTOR 

i QFdlinwidar 
ZOWhitCKatET 
3 OffitbjrixcveQa 
4QVebicti;eGcii&iit 
SOMiadn 

7QPowerlitte 
SSOtfaer 

iDprunps 

4DH(!iiit 
S Dtfypdnltaniia 

PHYSICAL LIMITATIONS 

jQTiwai 
8 Elmysical loDi^iap 
9 DtMiuniai 
loaodi»(9|)«oi«/) 

I Q Y B 

DRUGS 

2GBN0 aPlMiwnro 

ALCOHOL 

itgyYai 2ON0 agoric. 

DATE OF ACCIDENT 

4mm 
STATE 

TEXAS 

TIME 
3:1S 

O A M 

H F M 

NAMB OF BODY OF WATER 
Sabine Late 

NEAREST CITY GF TOWN 

Bridge caty 
LOCATION (Give.location precisely) 

Oa the ^klrtilleastald of Stewts Ii^Bd 
appraxiouitiiiy 1 mitesinitb of Hwy 73. 

COUNTY 
Orange 

CODE 
1700 
CODB 
181 

DrnXHEACODNEX 
(XXaUR IN A STATE PARK? 

XDYOS Z I S N O 

TYPE OF WAT1ER BODY 

iQCMi^bagB 
2 B M 0 S 
SDEtnent 
4DOKd(,stitma 
500I]iET(Bpeoify) • - ] 

DATE AND T M B OF RECOVERY 

mom 
HOWRECXJVHffim 

liftid o«t of i»ater 
WHO SECOVEKEXI? (Ociiy Cbecfc One) 

1 nc^meWBi^a 4 0F>i«IXp»tinast 
2nuS.(ijastChiB(d SDState Pa*. Peace Offlcdr 

i aDaKritTBOfflcpotPriiecDapt SBJOater 
WEATHER 

llSC:lear SQSoim 
aOOondy fiOHoy 
3 QFog 7 QNatwral 
4 0R8la (fibster 

WIND 
iQNone 
2BtJ^(6<eMI>H) 
3|~}Mn<laal«(7-l4MPl« 
4DSt«in8(I5-25MEHD 
5 nstonn (O?o-25MPH) 

•vtsmLTi 
iglGooil 
2 • F a i r 

TBMI^TWIES 
(Es&natis) 

«p lAhr IS 

ZWfiter S l 

WA-reRCXfNDmC»« 

4QVeij>raaeb 
5 DStrong cunent 

ACCIDENT DBTAILS (List iaSBwnaUoii sourcai, wtotssc* local 
as/eney mponts, medical examiner reports, etc) 

Accortiiiato«hcpi)<artiyirffl»to«iiiyTe«geLMr.ljma.ll»T^^ 
loMimifflaWffBg^KitHBlw'^IM^ittftslgBrtte^ 
when belne towed. Lung atel^idtt^ Stede Hunt wasmvinp B3 an nbscivef 
wdttetaeviifen'B^ritc^restaktnttnlctangi. Atswnepoint^ufaenfeev 
Mated Ihpnwrtiwa end of awirtglstodwIiidiMiMim;^^ 
wind the Wem>4ite4ul»eiastdaopyq«im»trfv IS feet ctFnf the ii>ate 
BMaMtiftl<nvBfl rtawitWBnii^ migB>iBaii4»Hf. Wlwii i».lHtiH»a>ft 

PreelBwd. M oflfof a» lal«><iae. •Tiie victim riridfcd «aoM tte sntfece of tbe 
wate booociag twice bcflOTfitoatJititftoo.^^ AftiendofBie 
victim TW in aoirtlOT boat Wid ciisttYcddwwiatfciitaitf 
bevirewiccmcicBsaianoa<Baw)iBive. An ambnlattewM called and ( JR 
w^mriiistedwtobffffti^Hgirt^iWwtit^tli^Bmlmh^ TTwYKftniwig 

consoionsoessandwasorononnceddeadatSMtttMarrtiHiaffltalin 

QuaAfefte? he Willi tfHikapM^i^tttvW^ "Tfeffi MffitWIwiMaB 
ilPI^WtSgft^ilffittltl^lOTWmijI^ yplfflw 
egfiwCTmertiMBacvvMganaacttdtainteniiewttabpetatgofaiavtigdmd 
EowWy remteAW^.IftBfeJffelliSih'JIge^ detect^. 

•WAS BOAT INVCBLVED? 
iglYet zDWo 

BOATMAKE 

HORSEPOWBR 
2M 

BOATNinilBEa 
TX9S41JC 

BOATMOtXBL 

mxm. 
N/A 

BOAT NAME 

MOTOR BRAND NAME 
VO 

YEAR 
N/A 

WAS THE CAPAaTYMJ«raiECX>MMBN0EXCaffiDBD 

Husqmwer 
MmdnBgnLoad 

iQYes 2g |Na 
2l3No 

lATBRAL 

EU3TATIDN 
I D Y W 2DN0 

I ttCtomiCTclalAotiiiity 
2QCtutsiiig 
^ QAnmiaiJuiig Cock: 
4SWanrSI(irng 
SOKacios 
SOrooiing 
7C3BBii«Twvod 
SDOriftiDg 
gClAtAiidnir 

OI'BRATOJN AT TBME OT ACCnamt 
lOOTtedToOcdc 
UdFiMlbig 
UQrubiBS 
13 DHonflng 
14 OSWn Ettvfag or Swuwning 
IsaotherCsped^) 

WAS THE BOAT AlffiCpjATELY EQXHPPHJ W m t 
I COapjHnvtdlifisnriogdevices? BYCS O N O 
2WetoflieyBcccssailS? HYes QNo 

NAME AND A13DIUBSS OF OPERATOR 
Joseph T. JLviia m^ 19M N. 39°'St, Ctosogc K. , 77ifi39 

LAW BNF0R(3BMENT OBPICBR 
lty«Bt.Ifall 

TTHE 
GameWatdeal 

TEU^l^TNB NUMBER 

ADDRESS 
SS50kEagt«3tg^rwy.BeMiBiont,^it. 77708 

AGENCY 
TPWD 

DATE 
Sg/06 



WegoKiteTubeManual2006.qxd 11/10/056 . ^ 

p606l2HCC3582 
[Attachment #4 
|page 1 of 11 

WEGO KITE TUBE OWNER'S MANUAL 
Impor tant in format ion is enc losed in th is manual . Please read these mater ials 

pr ior t o assembl ing and using th is product . Keep for future reference. 

For quest ions on assembly, parts or warranty, contac t the experts at 
Sportsstuff . DO NOT RETURN this product to the store! 

Contact us TOLL FREE: 888-814-8833 (USA) {8am-5pm, CST Monday-Friday) 

Congratulations on your new towable purchasel Sportsstuff prides itself in making the 
most innovative inflatable products on the planet. Your high performance towable is 
designed to provide an exciting and unique riding experience for the whole family. 

AWARNING A 

/ / 

A RELEASE OF LIABILITY 

By assembling and inflating the'Kite Tube, you agree that you have read 
and understand the entire Sportsstuff's product manual, including all 
instructions and warnings contained in that material prior to using the 
Kite Tube. You additionally agree that you will ensure any additional or 
subsequent users of the Kite Tube will read and understand the entire 
owner's manual. Misuse or improper use of the Kite Tube could result in 
risks, dangers and hazards which may result in serious injury or death. 
The risks and dangers that may be encountered through the improper 
use of the Kite Tube can be avoided by reading and following the warning 
guidelines listed within the owner's manual and by proper use of the Kite 
Tube. Your assembly and use of this product shall be evidence of your 
agreement, to the fullest extent permitted by law, to properly follow the 
instructions and abide by the warnings set forth within the product manual. 
Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube shall also constitute a release, to 
the extent permitted by law, by you and by any third party permitted by 
you to use, in any manner, the Kite Tube, to Sportsstuff from any and all 
liability for any loss, damage, injury and/or expense that you or any user 
of the Krte Tube may suffer as a result of the use of the Kite Tube. This 
release shall extend to any loss, damage, injury or expense due to any 
cause whatsoever, including negligence or lireach of contract on the part 
of Sportsstuff and/or any party participating in the design and/or manufac
ture of the Kite Tube. The terms of this release shall be effective and 
binding upon you, your heirs, next of kin, executors, administrators, 
assigns and representatives. Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube 
shall constitute your agreement to assume and accept any or all known 
or unknown risks of injury to you and/or to third parties through the use 
of the Kite Tube. Sportsstuff and related parties have not made and here
by expressly deny any oral or written representation and/or warranty, 
including wananty for a particular purpose, other than what is set forth 
herein and In the Sportsstuff's Kite Tube manual. 

< / 
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A KITE TUBE DESCRIPTION A 

Away Wego! "Kite Tubing", the mystery of flying, becomes a reality. The 
Kite Tube creates an air pocket on the under carriage bottom that 
enables lift via ground effect and the aerodynamic shape. Be prepared to 
reach new heights! Spend the summer gaining experience riding the Kite 
Tube. The Kite Tube is designed to glide, soar, and fly. You can use it like 
a regular deck tube in the whips, figure eights, and circles. It "kites" the 
best in a straight boat pattern Into the wind and will rise out of the water 
slowly or quickly based on the rider weight, wind and boat speed. Expect 
the unexpected! The basic Idea behind the Kite Tube is simple; The Kite 
rider kneels or stands on the tube that Is tethered to the tow boat. As the 
boat moves fonwarcf Into the wind, the Kite and the rider rise up from the 
water's surface to perform a water ballet in the air with the rider balanc
ing on top. Kite Tubing is not as dangerous as some extreme sports, 
however It can be more dangerous than regular tubing with the added 
dimension of height. In Kite Tubing, safety, has to be taken seriously. 
EVERYONE is a beginner, regardless of previous experience. Read all 
instruction and warnings before using the Kite Tube. Start slow and begin 
by using the 45 foot section of the included tow rope. 

AKITE TUBE SPECIFICATIONS/ 

060612HCC3582 
Attachment #4 
Page 2 of 11 

/ y 

• 120 inch Inflated dlameter(10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration. 
• 840D nylon double cover with pu coating( full body cover). 
• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy 
tow rope connection. 
• Computerized double-stitched sewing. 
• Multiple mesh bar-tacked drain ports. 
• Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment. 
• Parallel slotting system with footsteps and neoprene padding for comfort. 
• Reflective piping on ail handles and on the outside top taping. 
• Various loops for use of detachable leash(s). 
• Panoramic see-through double windows. 
• High visibility red and yellow watersports safety colors with checl<erboard 
and caution accent striping. 
• Easily seen bold, billboard-style graphics. 
• Skull graphics is a reminder to pay attention and not to fool around, 
take nothing for granted. 
• Two heavy duty pvc bladders, one supports the outer ring and the 
other is the slotting system cockpit for the rider. Both have speed safety 
valves for easy inflation/deflation. 
• Leash with two sponge balls is included. 
• Segmented tow rope is included. Adjustable length style in 45, 55, and 
65 foot lengths. 

< / 
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A KITE TUBE ASSEMBLY AND INFLATION A 

Proper inflation is key to the optimum performance of this towable. The 
tube is designed to fit snugly in the cover, and there should be no wrinkles 
in the cover when the tube is property inflated. 

IMPROPER INFLATION 

v4 

r̂  
' ^^ 
B 

PROPER INFLATION 

i^I^ '^S 

i ^ ^ 

^^i^-r 

*5? ;« , 

^ ^ ' " ^ 

IglP; ^A 
Photo "A" shows a severely underinflated tube. Note how the adult sinks 
in when standing on the tube. Under-inflation causes the towable to sit 
low in the water. Additional stress is applied to the tube, cover, rope and 
boat/watercraft, by being dragged through the water Instead of pulled 
across it. This stress causes tne air in tubes to be displaced and the tube 
may rupture. The same stress causes nylon covers to tear and ropes to 
stretch. The boat/watercraft cannot plane off and extra gas is consumed. 

Photo "B" shows a properly, inflated tube. Note how the cover is taut with 
few wrinkles, and how the adult barely sinks in when standing on the 
tube. This tube would ride high on the water, providing yqu with an exciting 
ride - less stress on the tube, cover, rope, and boat/watercraft. Proper 
Inflation will insure a longer life-span for your product. 

Inflation Maintenance: 
Finally, it Is not enough to simply fill it up and go! It is important to moni
tor the amount of air in this product as heat will cause the bladder to 
expand, possibly causing damage to the seams or I-beams. Don't let it 
sit on the beach, dock, or boat/watercraft fuii of airl if it is stored out of 
the sun in a cool place, you may need to add air. Check and adjust infla
tion levels each time you use your tube. You'll have more fun, and your 
toys will last longer. 

The best air pumps to use are: 

• 110v electric: 2.5 psi (model #57-1504A) or 3.0 psl (model #57-1508) 
• Hand/foot pump specifically for towables: LP1 (model #57-1003) 
• 12v pumps (model #57-1510) can also be used but a their maximum 
output is only .8 psi so a secondary pump such as the Sportsstuff LPl 
hand pump (model #57-1003) will need to be used. 
• Leaf Blower 
• Vacuum with two-way switch 
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/ / 

Your WEGO towable is equipped with the Speed Safety Valve pictured 
below: 

Speed Safety Valve - A hybrid valve utilizing the best of 
both the Oversized Safety Valve and the Speed Valve. Pulls 
out for fast inflation/deflation, then can be pushed in flush 
with the tube. For use with standard electric pumps, shop 
vac, wet vac; leaf blowers, and vacuums with a 2-way 
switch for fast inflation/deflation. 

Secure the valve by firmly inserting the bottom portion of the valve into 
the base. To inflate, open only the top portion of the valve. Using the 
hose from your inflator, inflate through the top opening of the valve. 

The optimal inflator is a 2.5 psi or higher electric pump. You may also use 
a 1.1 or 3.0 psi pump. Using the 12v pump (model #57-1510) followed by 
the LPl hand pump (model #57-1003) to top off the unit takes about 3.5 
minutes. The 1.1 psi 110v pump followed by using the LPl hand pump 
(model #57-1003) to top off the unit will inflate the WEGO in a few min
utes. The 2.5 electric pump (model #57-1504A) will inflate the WEGO in just 
over 3 minutes. The 3.0 pump (model #57-1508) will inflate the WEGO in as 
little as 2 minutes. 

Please call Sportsstuff at 1-888-814-8833 to order directly. 

1. Open the box and locate Owner's manual information and instructional 
DVD. 
2. Review owner's manual and instructional DVD first and share the infor
mation with ali other users and or spotters. 
3. Locate a flat, wide-open, clean and clear area to open and assemble 
the product. 
4. Unfold the nylon cover so the yellow cover with winged skulls is com
pletely unfolded along with slotting system cockpit. 
5. Please notice the bladders have already been assembled in the cover. 
There are two valves total. One on the slotting portion and another on the 
outside ring. 
6. Locate and open the padded valve cover on the slotting portion (cock
pit area). Open the valve arid inflate until Arm and the cover is wrinkle free 
and taut. It may be necessary to adjust the cover to fit the inflation holes. 
Use the zippered openings in the cover to adjust bladder position if nec
essary. 
7. Close valve completely and secure valve cover. 
8. Locate the valve on the outer ring and repeat steps 6-7. 
9. Please note that the window panels are not supported by an internal 
bladder, so stay off of this portion of the cover. 
10. With assistance, carefully lift the unit into water. 
11. Do not drag across harsh surfaces, as this will damage the unit. 
12. Once at the water entry point attach tow rope to unit and hook up to 
the boat. Make sure leash is attached to the nose loop. 
13. Enjoy your Kiting experience. 

< / 
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PLEASE NOTE OVER INFLATION WILL CAUSE THE BLADDER TO HAVE 
A CONCAVE EFFECT ON THE UNDERSIDE, CAUSING THE KITE TUBE 
TO SUBMARINE. 

PLEASE NOTE UNDER INFLATION WILL CAUSE KITE TUBE TO NOT 
PERFORM AS DESIGNED. WHEN KITING, YOU CAN TELL VISUALLY IF 
YOU ARE CORRECTLY INFLATED 

Proper inflation means you'H have a wonderful flight experience, so fol
low the above instructions closely. 

AKITE TUBE CARE AND MAINTENANCEA 

/ / 

' You may clean your towable using a soap and water or mild detergent. 
• You should inspect your unit frequently for wear and tear. If you need 
parts replacement please contact Sportsstuff 1 -888-814-8833. 
• Before each use always check inflation, tow connection and boat con
nection. 
• After using the Kite Tube do not leave out in direct sunlight, but keep in 
a shaded area. 
• When the unit is not in use NEVER leave this unit is direct Sunlight at 
any time. 
• The strong UV rays will quickly destroy and downgrade the nylon cover 
and age the materials prematurely. 
• Monitor and adjust bladder pressure on warm days. 
• Never use strong cleaning agents. 
• The towable, when clean and dry. can be deflated and stored in a cool, 
dry area out of direct sunlight. (In between uses and at the end of the 
boating season.) 
• To deflate, simply open red valve. 
• Avoid storing this product in areas of extreme temperatures and please 
take precautions against animals and rodents. 
• Bright colored fabric covers used on the towables may bleed or fade 
when initially wet. Protect all boat interiors, docks and car interiors from 
possible staining. 

< / 

A KITE TUBE TETHER TOW ROPE A 

We have included a new style tether tow rope for use with the Kite Tube. 
Overall the tow rope Is 65 foot length, but can be adjusted to 55 foot 
length and 45 foot length. Since the Kite Tube is unlike any previous tow
able tube with the added dimension of sustained height. We believe that 
the boat driver, rider and spotter are all beginners. We recommend the 
following to get the hang of Kiting, how the Kite reacts being towed by 
the boat, how the wind affects the flight while being ridden by different 
size riders. Experience is the tiest teacher. 

Step one: BEGINNER LEVEL 
All beginners start with 45 foot tow rope to get some experience. Use at 
least 12 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use. 
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Step two: INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 
All intermediates can increase rope length to 55 foot to get more experi
ence. Use at least 24 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use. 

Step three: MASTER LEVEL. 
All masters can increase length to 65 foot to get more experience. 

You can spend all summer gaining experience Kiting and really still not • 
have experienced ali things, wind speed, rider weight and boat speed 
create many variables (different kinds of watercraft, tack of wind) etc. 
Attach the Kite Tube Tether tow rope to the aluminum connector on the 
tube and to a towable hook on the rear of the boat. We recommend you 
use a low tow point on the rear transom of the boat or tow hook. 

< / 

A KITE TUBE HEIGHT INSTRUCTION A 

NEVER KITE HIGHER THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO FALL 

Just think of the fall, in normal tubing you can get thrown off and go up 
to 15 to 20 foot high, but in kiting you are already at a certain height 
above the water and can get thrown higher At a boat speed of 10 and 20 
mph the water gets harder the faster and higher you go so contro! the 
boat speed and tube height and watch out for gusty and cross winds. 
Many bodies of wafer have natural barriers or wind breaks, be aware of 
these situations. Due to the height factor, you must use the Kite Tube in 
waters at least 6 feet deep {a guideline could be 1 foot of water depth for 
every foot of tube height). For best kiting use against the wind in straight-
line runs. < / 

A RIDER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING A 

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Avoid gusty and cross winds, use in light to moderate steady winds. 
• Gusts and cross winds can cause this product to experience sudden 
changes in height or direction. 
• Use in at least 6 feet of water depth, the higher you Kite, the deeper 
the water should be. 
• Never use In shallow waters. 
• Boat driver, spotter and rider are all beginners, take it easy, learn In 
light steady wind, start slow. 
• Your body weight is a factor on balance and controi, shifting helps to 
control kiting (rider is ballast). 
• Have pre-ride discussion with rider, driver and spotter. 
• Never Kite higher than you're willing to fall. 
• Into a steady wind, flight occurs more easily. 
• With the wind, flight Is not so easy. 
• Based on rider weight, a lighter person will Kite easier than heavier per
son. 
• Do not over-estimate your ability, Kiting takes a practiced level of skill. 
• Keep tube's nose up when starting out, pull back on the ball/leash to 
help hold the nose up until the boat reaches planing speed. 
• Rider safety is in the hands of the boat driver and spotter, 
• Stay 100 yards from shore, avoid other boat traffic, power lines and 
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other immovable objects. 
• Be aware of natural wind breaks and barriers that change the wind 
flow. 
• Use rear transom tow point. Using higher tow point means the Kite can 
Kite higher. 
• Maximum 1 rider capacity 
• Do not exceed 200 pound maximum weight or 100 pounds minimum, 
be at least 12 years of age and a height of 5 feet or more. 
• Balance to minimize movement while airborne. Too much movement 
can cause the Kite Tube to become wobbly and overturn. Maintain a 
good center of gravity. 
• 10 and 2 o'clock are the best controi hand positions. 
• Hang time. Kite time, can be 1 second or many minutes. 
• Length of hang time depends on the wind, boat speed and rider 
weight. 
• A straight boat heading into the wind creates the optimum Kiting per
formance. 
• Ballet performance is what you are looking for (up and down). 
• Use the large panoramic window to see the boat and to view rider 
height. 
• Force the tube down by pushing your weight down with a swift, sitting 
motion. 
• Use your position within the slotting system cockpit to adjust pitch, or 
the angle by which the nose of the tube is inclined up or down from the 
horizontal. 
• Use the handles to adjust left to right balance. 
• Utilize a combination of foot and hand positions to accommodate the 
current wind and boat speed conditions. 
• Do not use this tube If you are pregnant, could be pregnant, or if you 
have neck or back problems. 
• Raise arms above head following a spill to signify to the boat driver 
and spotter that you are okay. 
• A rider that falls or Is ejected should try to fall away from the Kite Tube. 
• Experience safe Kiting. 

< / 

ABOAT DRIVER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING A 

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Driver should be at least 16 years of age and pass a coast guard 
approved boating course. 
• Utilize a large, wide angle, rear view mirror (20 inch width) to keep eye 
on Kite elevation. 
• Slow speed to reduce height, a sudden gust of wind can send the rider 
up to 20 feet high or more in half a second. 
• Maintain constant communication with spotter about the Kite Tube and 
its performance. 
• Adjust boat speed to reduce the height of the Kite Tube. 
• The Kite Tube is unlike any other towable tube, it can sustain flight at 
various heights for long periods of time. 
• Wind, boat speed, rider weight and length of rope are big variables in 
Kiting performance. 
• Pay attention and adjust the boat speed frequently to fit the conditions. 
You are the director. 
• Never Kite higher than you want the rider to fall, adjust your speed. 
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• Avoid excessive boat speed at all times. 
• Have pre-ride meeting with spotter and rider to discuss the type of ride 
to be given. 
• Determine the best conditions for Kite tubing based on rider weight, 
boat speed and wind speed. 
• Give-way to all other watercraft, especially sailboats. 
• The Kite Tube can sustain flight with steady head wind and boat speed. 
Head into the wind 
• Be aware of cross winds and wind gusts. 
• Use the large, panoramic window to monitor and communicate with the 
rider. 
• Don't gamble with rider safety. Driver must accept 100% responsibility 
for the safety of the rider. 
• Instruct the rider to lean back and pull on the leash to keep the nose 
up until the boat and tube plane out, as the boat planes out and the tube 
rises out of the water, there will be almost no drag on the boat. 
• Most boating accidents happen in less than 2 seconds. 
• Reaction time varies from 120 to 255 feet of boat length. 
• Do not be In-attentive. Do not let your mind wander. Focus on what you 
are doing 
• Never use the Kite Tube with wind forces so strong that you are unable 
to maintain control. 
• Don't Kite in electrical storms. 
• The Kite Tube is an air foil of extremely limited capabilities with regard 
to wind and turt^ulence. 
• Instruct all riders of rules and warnings, plus how, to ride. 
• In riding position, the rider and tube are at a 45° angle to the water's 
surface. 
• Avoid floating objects and all immovable objects. 
• All riders should be towed at speeds that allow for reasonable control. 
• Avoid submarining the towable when first starting out or on spills. 
• Slow boat down to 5 mph to turn around and pick up the rider. 
• In many cases when the rider falls off, the Kite will continue to be air
borne 
• Don't be a gunner; slamming the throttle forward and forgetting about 
the towable and your rider. Focus 
• In no-wind conditions, use zig-zags, whips, figure eights and circles 
that the Kite Tube will Kite in, but remember the Kite Tube is designed to 
Kite into the wind. 
• Do not throw away your owners manual or DVD. You must review peri-

. odically and especially when allowing others to use or borrow your Kite 
Tube. 
• Unlike most towables that ride on the water's surface and have tremen
dous drag, when the Kite Tube is Kiting or flying there is almost no drag 
and the boat has a tendency to go faster, so watch out for this effect (a 
lot of drag to no drag). 
• Don't overioad your boat with a lot of passengers. 
• Like many towables, rider balance too far forward can cause towable 
to nose uncier. This is called submarining. When the you start moving for
ward, make sure the rider holds the leash on the tube to help keep the 
nose up during takeoff, till the boat reaches planing speed and lift occurs 
on fhe Kite Tube. If fhe boat driver, spotter and rider are not paying atten
tion, the towable could nose in. This causes the submarine effect, which 
results in the towable acting like an anchor. Reduce speed immediately, 
otherwise you will create too much drag on the boat and tube, causing 
something to break. 

< / 



WegQKiteTubeManual2006.qxd 11/10/05 

• Pay attention when starting out to prevent this effect. Let's say every
thing goes right and the Kite Tube and rider are traveling at a sustained 
height above the water and the rider falls off. The Kite might continue its 
fiight or crash down into the water. We suggest that you slow the boat . 
down to 5mph, otherwise the towable might again act like a submarine, 
because it is upside down or wind conditions have forced it into a weird 
position where It cannot be towed at any speed other than 5 mph. 
• It is the obligation of the boat driver to operate the boat In responsible 
safe manner and not try to "dump the rider". 
• Experience safe Kiting. 
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A SUBMARINE EFFECT WARNING A 

LIKE MANY TOWABLES, A RIDER'S BALANCE TOO FAR FORWARD CAN 
CAUSE TOWABLE TO NOSE UNDER. THIS WE CALL SUBMARINING. 
WHEN THE BOAT DRIVER STARTS FORWARD, HE OR SHE SHOULD 
MAKE SURE THE RIDER HOLDS THE LEASH TO HELP KEEP THE NOSE 
UP DURING TAKEOFF TILL THE BOAT REACHES PLANING SPEED AND 
LIFT OCCURS ON THE KITE TUBE. IFTHE BOAT DRIVER, SPOTTER 
AND RIDER ARE NOT PAYING ATTENTION THE TOWABLE COULD NOSE 
IN. THIS CAUSES THE SUBMARINE EFFECT, WHICH RESULTS IN THE 
TOWABLE ACTING LIKE AN ANCHOR. REDUCE SPEED IMMEDIATELY, 
OTHERWISE YOU WILL CREATE TOO MUCH DRAG ON THE BOAT AND 
TUBE CAUSING THE SOMETHING TO BREAK. PAY ATTENTION, WHEN 
STARTING OUT TO PREVENT THIS EFFECT. 
LET'S SAY, EVERYTHING GOES RIGHT AND THE KITE TUBE AND RIDER 
ARE TRAVELING A SUSTAINED HEIGHT ABOVE THE WATER AND THE 
RIDER FALLS OFF. THE KITE MIGHT CONTINUE IT'S FLIGHT OR CRASH 
DOWN INTO THE WATER. WE SUGGEST YOU SLOW THE BOAT DOWN 
TO 5MPH, OTHERWISE THE TOWABLE MIGHT AGAIN ACT LIKE A SUB
MARINE BECAUSE IT IS UPSIDE DOWN OR WIND CONDITIONS HAVE 
FORCED IT INTO A WEIRD POSITION WHERE IT CANNOT BE TOWED AT 
ANY SPEED OTHER THAN 5 MPH. BOAT DRIVER SHOULD TURN TO 
PICK UP RIDER AND START ALL OVER AGAIN. 
IT IS THE OBLIGATION OF THE BOAT DRIVER TO OPERATE THE BOAT 
IN RESPONSIBLE SAFE MANNER AND NOT TRY TO "DUMP THE 
RIDER". THE KITE TUBE IS DESIGNED TO BE RIDDEN AT SAFE LEVEL 
WITHOUT HAVING TO HAVE SOME CHAZY BOAT DRIVER TRYING TO 
CREATE PROBLEMS. EXPERIENCE SAFE KITING. 

/ ^ 

A SPOTTER OR OBSERVER INSTRUCTION A 

• Have watersports safety flag 
• Keep driver aware of other boating traffic, obstacles, etc 
• Keep driver aware of towable state and rider conditions and how the 
towable is doing 
• Keep tow ropes from getting caught on protrusion from the boat 
• We have found that small megaphone helps to communicate with rider 
prior to takeoff and give last minute instructions 



060612HCC3582 

Attachment #4 

Page 10 of 11 

WegoKiteTubeManual2006.qxd 1 1 / 1 0 / 0 5 PM Page 10 

< / 

A WIND SPEED ANO EFFECT A 

We are providing you with the following information to help you evaluate 
your current conditions before Kite tubing. 

Wind speed(mph) 

13-18 

19-24 

25-33 

34-40 

41-47 

48-55 

56-63 

64+ 

Wind effect 

srnoke rises vertically 

direction of the wind shown by smoke drift, but not 
by wind vanes 

wind felt on face: leaves rustle: ordinary wind vane 
moved by wind 

(eaves and twigs in constant motion; wind extends a 
light flag 

raises dust, loose paper small branches are moved 

small trees in leaf begin to sway; crested wavelets 
form on inland waters 

large branches in motion; whistling hoard in power 
lines: umbrella difficult to use 

gale 

strong gale 

storm 

violent storm 

hurricane 

< / 
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WARRANTY POLICY: 

Sportsstuff warrants, to the original purchaser only, that their high performance 
products, when used for normal recreational purposes, are free from defects in 
material and workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of pur
chase. This warranty does NOT coven products for rental, for hire and other uses 
not considered for normal recreational purposes; nor punctures, cuts, abrasions in 
normal use. For prompt parts replacement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstuff 
directly at 888-814-8833. Replacement parts are shipped within 48 hours of notifica
tion Monday through Friday. Do not return to your dealer (USA ONLY). This warranty 
is only valid in the USA. 

If you have any questions about any Sportsstuff, Inc. product, replacement parts or 
locating a dealer in your area, contact us at: 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
Toll Free: 888-814-8833 
Tel; 402-592-9085 
Fax:402-592-1354 
E-mail: customercare@sportsstuff.com 

<>-

Warranty registration is available on-line at: ht tp: / /www.sportsstuf f .cam 

Prior authorization is required for returned merchandise. No credit will be given for a 
product that is sent back without prior authorization from Sportsstuff, Inc. After 
receiving an authorization number, please ship returned products to the following 
address: 

Sportsstuff, Inc. Return Center 
11213 E Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(Please label package with RA #) 

< / 

mailto:customercare@sportsstuff.com
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TOWABLE OWNER'S MANUAL 

Important Information Is enclosed In this manual. Pieaso read Oiese materials 
prfM* to a s s « m b { ^ end using this product. Keep for future reference. 

For questions on assembly, parts or warranty, contact ttw experts at 
^JOrtSstuff. DO NOT RETURN Bils pnjduct to tho store! 

Contact us TOLL FREE: 8ftft.«14-S833 (USA) (8am-5pm, CST Monday-Friday) 

Congratulations on your new towable purchasel ^xirtsstuff prides itself in making 
tha most inrrovative inflatable produots on ttie planet. YOur high parfomwince tow-
atde is designed to provide an e>:citing and unique riding experience for the whcde 
family. 

, AWARNINGA 
- ^ ^ To lessen your risk of senous iniiry or deaths follow these rules: 

• Not a lifesavffig device. Never loave <*Hdiwi unattended. Use only under competent 
supen/fskux 
• Read tho owner's manual carefi^ly before using your ^>ortsstuff towable. 
• Not ft>r use by children under six (12) years of age. 
• Tlie watercraft tiriver is msponsible tor tiie towable and riders since the towable 
cannot be corrtrolled by ttie rider(s). The ridor(s) may not t>e able to see where 
he>^he is going. 
• Ajways have an experienced watercraft driver at the helm and always have three 
or more people present for safe tiJt>ing'One to dnve the watercraft, one to observe 
and one or more to ride, 
• Observer in the boat/watercraft should k e ^ the driver avrare of the towable 
rider(fi) status. 
• Ahvays keep a lookout for other tjoais/watercrafts, swimmers, towables, and 
other obstmctions in the water. Stay away from other boats and personal water-
craft, docks, pilings, bridges, shallow water arxJ the shore. 
- Tho watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp tums which might 
cause the towable to flip over, resutting In serious injury to the rtder. 
• Never exceed 20 mph wtwn towing adults or 15 mph vnth children. 
• Use a tow ropo specifically designed for the WEGO 
• Never operate the boat/vratercraft or ride tho towable under Iho influence of alcohol 
or other drugs. 
• Never place wrists co' feel through the handles or towing harness. 
• Riders should keep arms and feet out of the water. 
• Do not exceed the manufacturofs recommended numtwr of riders for your 
particular tutio. 
• Use a WW fope of at least 1500 lb& overage tons^e strengU^ tor pulling a single 
person, 2375 lbs average tensile strength for pulling two pet^le. 3350 lbs average 

- i y 

http://acMralTowabl6Manu.tl2006.Qxd


G«neraiTo«ableManual2e06.qxd 11/10/05 26 ?W Page 2 

060612HCC3582 
Attachment #5 
Page 2 of 7 

• • G -

tensile strwiigtii for pulling three pet^ lo suid 4100 Ibs average tensile strength for 
pulling four people on an inflatabio tube. The tow rope :^hoiiId bo ot least 45 feet tn 
lerKith but not exceed 65 feet. 
• The s^ess on tti& rape w dtffefent from the stress on fhe tubo. and wHl vary wttH 
the weight of u>e passengers, design, and surface area of ttie lut>e. 
• Ahways wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved fVpe HI ff'FD) ski vest or as recom
mended by proper goverrunent authorities. 
• Use tNs product only on water. 
• Know your limits. Stop »^hen you're tired. Act responsit^. Be in good physical 
condition and tse cautious in your use of this ^r any other t o w ^ l e . 
• Do not use this unit when it is under-inflated! The risks kwotved with this coukJ 
incNjde entrapment which may result in death or serious injury. 

The manufecturer, Sportssbiff, Inc , does not have corttrol over ttte use of this product 
andi assumes no liability therein. Under no drcumstar>ce$ is ^XHtsstuff or ttte scUer, 
li^sie for any loss, damage, injury or expenses o l any kind ar i^ng out of the use of 
this pnaduct it la tho rc^on^b i i i t y of the user to determine the ftttxpet suitability 
and safety of the fwoduct during normai use. T h b product is subject to age, wear 
and deterioration from use and weaUier conditioris. We strongly recommend that 
you Inspect the product on a regular basis. 

REPLACING PRODUCT PARTS: 

tt a teak or problem Is suspected with your tube, locate the valves,dcflat6 the item 
and remove tbe inflatable PVC bladder to inspect possibla protsiem areas. Contact 
Sportsstuff warranty departmem for pnampt pturts replacwnent If a problem is 
locatecl. FOT non-warranty parts r ^acemen t , follow the same procedure. When a 
ro^^ocoment Is received, follow the steps below: 

1 . Unfold ttie c o v ^ and (ay ttie bladder o u t 
2. Locate the btadder and the inflation valve. Carefully place itte PVC t^adder inside 
tho cover o* the product in the sfi^ropriate location. 
3. Une up the vatve wilh the vah^e opening in tho cover. 
4. Refer to «ie WEGO manual tor further assemt% infomiatJon. 

MAINTENANCE: 

Very little caro Is required for the bladder or cover. 
• Yoo may clean ymir towatrio using soap and wator or mild d e ^ r g a ^ . 
• Never use strong cleaning agents. 
• The towal)lo, when doen and dry, con bo dofiated and stored in a cool, dry moa 
out of direct sunlight. 
• To deflate, simply unfasten ttw entire valve (rom tho tKise. 
• Avoid storing ttiis product in areas of extreme temperatures and (rfeaso take pc»-
cmx^cms agi^nst artmals and rodents. 
• Bright ccrforod fabric covers used on the towoWe may bleed or fade when imttolly 
wet. Protef^ all boat interiors and all other surfaces from possit^e staining. 

TOW R O r ^ RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SPORTSSTUFF PRODUCTS: 

• Th0 watercraft cyvmer/operator is responsible for inlorm'mg afl the persons riding 
or using tow ropes of ttie W ^ A Recommendations fw tow ropes. Improper use of 
your Ujbe and rope could result in serious injury or death. 
" FoKowirtg are tho WSIA (Water Sport Industry Association) Recommendatimis for 
tow ropes (Do not exceed recommended rider capacity for your bibe): 

Ai'y 

-f 
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, WARNING! BOAT DRIVERS NOTICE:. 

• Tho boat/watercraft driver has the ultimate responsibility lor the safety of ft»e 
riders. 
• CaitefuHy survey tho water before you begin towing riders. 
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Number of Riders Combined Weight of Riders Ropo Tensile Strength 

One min lOOlbs-max 200 Itts 1500 Ibs 

• A standard tow rc^o should not exceed 65 f ee t 
• The tow ropo should bo assembled in a manner appropriate for the watercraft 
and tow tube. 
• Please chedt all rope cormections for trays, cuts, sharp edges, knots and wear 
and tear before each use. Discard any ropes ttiat appear to be vmm. I I is 
recwnmeiuted that you replac© each tow rt>po at tho beginning o* tho boating seasort. 
• Tow ropes are sut:^ect to ^retching during use. Please wam riders and perscms 
In the tjoat/vwrtofcraft of the danger of ropes rocoilEng. 
• DO NOT place arms, legs or head in the handle sectton as serious inlury may result. 
• i ^ u r o that t lw tow ropo is free ttom vH b<«ty ports prtor to tovrfng a rWer ami 
whPe the tuba is in use. 
• Do not use a tow rope « ^ a txingee rtt3t(»ial to pt^l sKiers or riders. This typa of 
apparatus could also result in serious injury or death to ttte tube rider or 
passengers in the boatAvat^craft. 
• Ropes vM deteriorate with direct sunlight exposure. Please store away from 
direct sunlight and discard any rope thai is t r s p ^ , cUscolorod or raveling. 
• Do not add hardwEue to this product that is not supph'ed by Sportsstuff. 
- A\n)td the propeller ar>d ^ g i n e at al! times. Should the rope t>ecome tangled tn 
ttie prc^ellof, shut oft tho engine and remove key trom ignition befom rotrfovtng 
rope from prc^>ener. 

li VMRNING! GENERAL USE AND SAFETY:, 

• When using a Sportsstuff product, you are engi^ ing !n an exciting r«creaiSonal 
a c t i ^ Witt] inherent risks. Act respcmstbly and only use your product wttti the 
awareness of and willingness to accept tho r i^ts irnrotved. 
• Read all inslructitms and warnings (»-t>vided to you in this owners rrtanuurf and 
those printed on the p r o d u d Do not <£5card this ntanuid. 
• As in any recroationQl activ^ll^ reckless use, misuse, inexperience and/or neglect 
of the proper equipment used may rcsutt in s e ^ u s wyury or death. 
• Visually Inspect tho towable and tow rope before each use. Do not use if product 
or tow rope is d!unaged In any way. 
• Thte product is NOT for use by children under 12 years of age. 
• Never leave children unattended. Use only under competetrt sup^vtsion. 
• Sportsstuff products are NOT to be used for rental use. 
• Oo nol consume E^cohol or other dntgs wWle using this product. Even tmaf i 
quantitfes of eJc<^al and ottier drugs can impair Judgment, bal^ice, and coordiriation 
which can gmatty affwAs one's pertormance.. 
• Make sure al! riders are wrearing a U.S. Coast Guard Type HI ( f^D) c^^proved life 
vest at at all timos-
' Be ctmsctous of the weattier condittCKis as weattter ch^iges can occto' very quk;kly. 
• Check wftft your state or loc;d govenimont to team t t i^r ^ w a f i c toga! raquirwrronts 
concerning tow£^les and towtng. 
• Use tow reuses that are designed speclficaJly for tow^trtes with WSIA (Water 
Sports Industry Association) break strraitgth guidelines. 

< > 

A 
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• Do Not pul! o tovmble wittiout a ridw. A towat>te Is designed to hove a rider In 
order to tjalanco the weight distribution of the product • 
• Be zwaiTQ ot water conditions along vritti changes in the weather. The condition 
of fhe water greats Influences the type of ride the rUler wifl havo. Pfease take into 
cortsideroiian the age and physfcai ^itity of your rider. 
• It is ttie t»at/watercraft driver's responsibility to instruct the titien how to ride a 
towable. The Iwot/watcrcmft driver should carefully irtstruct the riders of potonttal 
risks ^id possible injury that may occur if ttiey partake in careless t>ehavior. 
• At the beginning of tha rido, carefuffy tako tha slock out of the %ow rope. Never 
jerk start a towable. Aftor the rider has signtMed ttiat he/she is ready, ttie driver can 
slowly iMing ihe towable to a plying point 
• Most t o w ^ e s will plane out at 10 to 20 mph. depending on the weight of tho 
rid^. It Is impctftant to keep ttie nose of ttie item up until the it^n is planing. 
• Tho resfetance of the product varies widely with these factors: boot speed, ttirrts, 
wrater conditions, number of riders and their weight, towat^e size, ^lape and function. 
The boat/wateicn^ drfvor should adjust the boat speed to tit ttiese situations to 
minimize resistance of the towable. 

,• Use in Wide, op<m spoces. Stiiy at least 100 yards from shallow water, stK»o, 
rocks, tioats, <i<yd<s and buoys. Most accidents happen on turns and in congested 
areas. 
• The boat/watercraft driver determines the speed and tho action ot the towaWo In 
turns and when cros^ng the boat/wateror^ wake. In the stm^ht-a-ways, ttie 
boat/walwcraft to«^ng speed is the same as tho towable speed. The towable 
speed wifl increase whan the tjoatAvatwcrafi makes a 30 to 160 degrees tum 
without increasing the boat/waterurstt speed. It the boatA^itercraft speed is 20 
mph, the towable speed can be 30-40 mpti Ttie "slingshot effect" sends the user 
outward from ttte center of the towable. Bo aworo of the limitations of tho rider. 
• L.mgo v«iKes comMned with ttte wave action and speed can contribute to a 
rough ride. V ^ a safe speati that enat>les ttie towatrfe to plane out The 
boat/watercraft driver shoukt adjust ttw boat/watercraft speed and tums to tit the 
water condi^ons and tho ago, oxperfence, skiit and physical stt^ngth of the rider. 
• Excos^e speed or stiarp bmis might cause the tube to ti^ over obnjptty, possilily 
causing s^ous tnjuify to tho rider. 
• if Ihe towable overturns, the boat/watercraft driver should not exceed 5 mph 
umil ttw towatrfe is upright again. 
- Undm normal conditions, the maximum safe speed for adults is 20 mph. Sate 
speeds for children are less than 15 mpix, depending on the age and physical 
capabttity of the chad. 
• Please make sure your boat/wateroraft is tow-worthy and has ttie appropriate 
horsepower to pull riderts) and ttie tow tutjo. Do not exceed tho boat/watercralt 
passen^r capacity. 
• Extreme drag torces can develop when pulling tWA tutie. Please use towable in 
calm water. Heavy waves or choppy conditions can croftto mcve tHrag or oven result 
in a sutMnarine or anchor effect. 
• Extreme drag forces may also result if: tho rideiXs) fall off, tho tutie noses In or 
tips over wid water fills cockptt/seattng area. Tho l»at/wateroraft operator should 
immediately dow or stop to eliminate this factor. 
• Dcathof serious Injury can result f«»n the submarine or anchor effect causing 

, more extreme drag forties on the tow rope ond/or tow point Tho tow rope might 
have too much stress and ^ h e r break and snap back at the rider(5) or other 
ocGuponte of tho boat. It ia tho boot driver's responsibility to m:ti<o sure this does 
not occur. 

' T T ' 
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• Do not exceed the weight gu td^nes of your tx tat Do not allow passengers to 
hang outside tho boat or side on the gunwales (sides/edges ot the boa^ outside 
the normal seating area of the boat. Urtev&ti weigtit distritHition or addicional 
wolgnt may offect tho hondttng of the boat Never allow water to overflow ttie gun-
vrales ( ^ d ^ e d g e s of the boat) of ttie boat. 

l i WARNING! BOAT OWNERS WITH HIQH TOWER AND PYLONS A 

• Tow/Ski towers are nol designed for use with any in f ta i ^ le tirtjo towtng. 
• Use only lifting eyes^Uansoms or ttnirnament-ratod ski pykins for towing tut>es. 
• Consult your boat% manufacturer it you are unsum of It's tournament rating, 
• Do hot tow any irrflatable from a ski eye. 
• Any tow pylon or ski p f ion installed after market is not intended for inflatatde 
tube towing. 
• Death or serious injury may result if an unapproved sIdAow pylon ie used. 
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1 WARNING! SPOTTERS NOTICE: A 

" Alvrays use a spoltor (observer) In ttie boat to communicate tho needs of the 
rider to the driver. 
• Tho Spotter must bo tho eyes of the dri>w and the rider, ahvnys alert to recog
nize possible d£uiger so proper action can be t&k&n to avoid any risk to ttie rider. 
• tt ttie towaWo overturns, the l>oat/WatefCfaft driver should not exceed 5 mph 
until ttie towable is upright again. 
" TTie spottw should hold up a s a f ^ flag cautioning all otner boaters that ridws 
aro in tho water. 

i WARNING! RIDERS NOTICE: 

• Do not uso tfi^s items as a personal f tot^ion device. 
• Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders tor your par
ticular tube. 
• Use a tow ropo of at least 1 ̂ iO Ibs average tensile strongth for pulling a single 
person, 2375 Itws averago twiBtle strensph for fHitling two p o o r ^ , 3350 Ibs average 
thistle strength for putting three people and 4100 lbs avemge tensile strength for 
pull ir^ four people on an inftatabie tube. The tovw rope should b« at least 45 foot in 
length but not to exceed 85 feet. 
• Onty use this prodiKH With a rosponsltrfo boaWwotOfCraft operator who knows 
how to effectively operato the equipment 
• This product shoUW be used in water only. Do not launch from dock or land. 
• Do not use near piling, docks, shores or shaltow water or other trfistrucUons that 
could cause serious injury to ttie Hdor. 
• Careftdly instruct tbe other riders the proper way to attach rc^e and operate the 
towable. 
• 0 0 NOT slTE^ or attach arms or tegs to cover o r tube. Never p^ace hands or 
feet in between the tut>e ar cover. 
• This itMn has no braking or sleerirtg mechanism and can devel t^ high speeds 
under cwJain tow i r^ cor i t ^ons. Use at yow own risW 
• This product is not a life saving device. 
• TtOtA nocessary breaks when you are tired. 
• Never get near the prc^iejlw with ttie engine njnfung,ev»> if it is in neutr^. . 

- iy 

—^— 
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QEMERAL TROUBLE SHOOTtNQ QUIDE: 

Symptom: Product wont hokt air. 
Solution: Check to see that tho vohre is fastened properly. Ro-fasten valve if noed-
od. Check to seo if tbe product was inffated fully from the ttegtnning. tf you sus
pect tt wasn't inflated fufty, add moro air, PVC Repair Adhesive is available from 
Sportsstuff at vinvw.sportsstuff.com or 866-614-8833 for sm^ l hole or seam r^>a>r£. 

Symptom: Value is leaking 
Solutif»i: Listen closely to hoar K air is l os ing . Be sure ttio valve and cap ore 
screwed in or fastened straight arid are t l g ^ . Leakage can occur if ttw valve is not 
mstoned corrocdy. 

Symptom: Product inflates but doesn't become finn. 
Solution: Pfoose check to make sure it was inflated fimily with a high volume air 
pump. If you are sure ycxi inflated it properi)^ fully assess it for a teak cu- re-fasten 
tho vahre. tf a leak is detected, the bladder may be patched by using Sportsstuff 
PVC Adhesive which can bo purchased directly from Sportsstuff. 

Symptom: Covw is v ^ loose (Ajwfies only to products with covers). 
Sotuti<m: Picaae check to make sure t h ^ your product is inflated fulty and tho lube 
is in place. TTie cover should frt snugly over tho w«rit<in(1i^ed tutio. (I the cower 
remains loose, add more air. Seo also ttie INFLATION section of this manual 

WARRANTY POLICY; 

Sportstuf f warrants, to tho original purchaser only, that their high performance 
products, when used for iwrmal racroi^onal purposes, ore free from defects in 
material and workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of pur
chase. This warranty does NOT cover: products for rental, for hire find ottier usos 
not corwidered for normal recreational purposes; rror punctures, cuts, abrasions in 
normal uso. FOr prompt parts replacement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstutt 
directly at 888-814-8833. Rcf^acoment parts are shipped with'm 48 hours of noUfi-
calion Monday Birou^jh Friday Do not return to your dealer pjSA ONLY), This war-
rwtty is only valid in ttie USA. 

If you fiave any questioris ^ » u t any Sportsstuff, Inc. product, r ^acemen t parts or 
locatirtg a dealer in ycMJr area, contact us at: 

^x i r tsstut t Inc. 
112l3ECfrt ; loSuitQA 
Omaha. NE 68137 
Tott Free; 600-614-8833 
Tel: 402-592-9085 
Fax; 402-592-1354 
E-mail: customercareesportsstuff.com 

Warranty mgistratttMi is av^lablo on-ltno a t tTttp://www.sportsotuff.com 

Prior authorization is required tor returned merohandise. No credit will t>e given for 
a product that is sent back witttout prior authorization from Spc^sstuff, inc. After 
receiving an ouittorizaUon numtier, (rfease ship rettmied fwbducts to the fi^towtng 
address: 

Sportsstuff, Inc. Return Center 
11213 ECimlG. Sui teA 
Omaha. NS 68137 
(Please label pacltage with RA *) 

<>-

A 

http://vinvw.sportsstuff.com
http://customercareesportsstuff.com
http://www.sportsotuff.com
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WAT€RSPORT5 RGSPONSIBICITY CODS 
B« aware that th^e tm elements or r i ^ in traalfng, tSSnq. and li^ttQ that common 
senst and personal Bwarmess can 1 ^ ratfuce. Kriow your sbig^ level and ttay 
within tl. 
To ltKr9a%9 your ei^oyftwit of 0 » ^wrt foBow the *Witl«rsport« ftM^jonsibiflty Coda'. 
II Is yotff respwis^llity to: 

• raimtlntee yours^ witfi 9^ tpptk^Oc lmm, ttte riilu trdntereril In Uie sipott, and 
proper use of the cqidpmeitt. 

• Know tiw vraterwnyi where you wOl be l ^ n g or ridlnjj, Oo not sM or ride In 
shallow wAa, near shore, docks, p R ^ s swbwners or oUier wstercrsfl. 

• piUways havo B perMin (̂ Iher ttiati t l» t>Mt tMvw 8S an olsservtt 8t)d agru 
hand signals ifeforo starting. 

• Ahrays vmr o U.S. CoaM Giianl Type IB (PFO) veaL 
' Read your otmer^ manual and Inject your eqi^pment prior to use. 
• SM or ride w»iin your Strila, Atways aid or ride to control and et (^jceds 
^iptopriate for yotfr <^rity. 

• Aivafi turn igrdtion off K îen anyone Is new water^»ft |Mwer tbtnur^l 
• CBri>on Momndde (CO) poisOThig frmn engine exhaust may cause Injury or 
death, Kevw "Wattonn Drag' or tooch a swtm plattomi wWle the e n ^ 1* 
running. 

- Mot nqjerale waleraaR, ^ or ride wHttsr the influence rtl ateohol or dn^s . 

-€> -a-

4-
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Determination of Public Access or Restriction 

Affected Area/Topic Common Name: 

A restriction conceming kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. 

Location of Affected Area: 

All waters, air, and land areas of Glen Canyon NRA. 

Nature of Action/Restriction/Closure: 

A general restriction specific to recreational activities commonly referred to as kite 
tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. This restriction applies to any activity requiring a 
tow vessel for the purpose of sustained air travel above the water surface, and any water 
based recreational activity that relies on tethered parafoils, parachutes, kites, wings, or 
other tethered apparatus for propulsion across the water surface resulting in sustained air 
travel. This restriction is not intended to limit or curtail activities associated with 
conventional recreational pursuits including sailing, sail boarding, water skiing, knee 
boarding, or wake boarding. 

Level of Scope of Closure/Restriction: 

This is a general restriction specific to all waters and areas within Glen Canyon NRA to 
specific recreational activities known as kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. 

Proposed Regulatory Language (36 CFR section/wording): 

36 CFR 1.5 (a)2 

Kite tubing, parasailing, and similar activities requiring a tow vessel or tow vehicle for 
the purposes of providing air flight of participants and/or apparatus are prohibited within 
the boundaries of Glen Canyon NRA. Kite boarding, kite surfing, and similar tethered 
activities requiring a parasail, kite, wing, or similar tethered apparatus attached to the 
participant or floatation device, for the specific purpose of providing propulsion or air 
flight are prohibited. 

Definitions: 

Kite tubing is a generic term used to describe certain water based recreational pursuits 
involving the use of tethered floatation devices designed to rise above the surface ofthe 
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water. This term is used to describe recreational activities associated with the use of 
manufactured devices such as the WEGO "Kite Tube", SEVYLOR "Manta", and similar 
apparatus. 

Kite boarding is a generic category of recreational activities associated with floatation 
devices designed for water and air travel propelled by tethered parafoils, parachutes, 
wings, kites, or other similar apparatus. 

Parasails are a generic family of devices dependent on parafoils, parachutes, wings, or 
similar apparatus towed by vessels with long tow lines for the purposes of sustained air 
travel. 

Justification: 

In April of 2006 the first observation ofkite tubing was made at Glen Canyon NRA. 
This observation was made secondary to a call for EMS intervention to rescue a severely 
injured man who had been crushed by a Kite Tube inverting and crashing. This person 
suffered severe trauma to their neck and chest resulting in a near drowning incident. This 
incident was documented in CI# 06 0297. Since this first accident three other severe 
injuries,(CI# 06-941, 06-1301, 06-1334), and multiple minor accidents attributed to kite 
tubing have occurred within the recreation area. Glen Canyon staff have air lifted 4 
patients from the lake, with three suffering life threatening injuries. Subsequent 
viewings of various kite tubing promotional materials indicates a steep learning curve for 
the "operator" to establish the correct balance and steering to keep the kite tube from 
veering violently from side to side and/or up and down. The manufacturer's videos show 
sequences where the kite tube appears to be primarily out of control. In addition 
numerous personal videos of actual accidents have been recorded and collected showing 
the unpredicted violent out of control nature ofthis activity. Due to the unpredictable 
nature ofthe crafts "flight", it is dangerous and inappropriate to permit this activity to 
occur in proximity to other visitors recreating on the lake, nor is it prudent to allow an 
inherently unstable and dangerous activity to establish a user/participant precedent. 

Kite tubing presents many ofthe same risks as "cliff jumping" which is a prohibited 
activity in the NRA. Kite tubes have the potential to rise to 60' above the water surface 
while traveling at speeds of 35-40 mph. Because ofthe uncontrolled nature ofkite tube 
falls or crashes, the "operator" often impacts the water surface at high speeds, near 
vertical angles, and unusual body positions, significantly increasing the risk of injury. 
(See attached list of case incidents.) 

Kite boarding represents a separate, but similar, set of risks and dangers to visitors at 
Glen Canyon NRA because ofthe basic uncontrolled nature ofthe kite board and the 
attached operator which is dependent on wind to provide lift and propulsion. Kite 
boarders are dependent on air movement and have little control conceming the general 
direction of travel, which may interfere with other visitors engaged in traditional water 
recreation activities such as sailing, water skiing, fishing, etc. In addition the lines and 
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cables attaching the kite boarder to the parafoil or wing pose potential safety concems to 
other boaters or park visitors that may be stmck or collide with these lines. Kite 
boarding, due to the generally uncontrolled speed and direction of travel ofthe kite board, 
requires large, open, and empty expanses ofwater, which often is not available at Glen 
Canyon NRA because of competing visitor uses. 

Parasailing also represents potential risks and dangers to parasailing participants as well 
as other park visitors. Parasailing requires extremely long lines, often in excess of 1000', 
generally straight line boat travel, and large open spaces of shoreline or water surface for 
landing, which increases the risk of interference or collision with other park visitors. 
Because the parasail tow boat requires sustain forward momentum to keep the parasailer 
air bome, it is extremely difficult for the tow vessel to maneuver or stop quickly to avoid 
other vessels or water hazards. The NRA has responded to calls for emergency assistance 
and rescue services because of serious injuries sustained in parasailing accidents. (See 
attached list of case incidents.) 

Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing are incompatible with the current spectmm of 
permissible recreational opportimities available at Glen Canyon NRA. While Lake 
Powell offers what appears to be a vast expanse of open water and endless space, impacts 
and conflicts among various user groups occur frequently due to the relatively restricted 
water channels and high level of visitor use. Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing 
require large amounts of space and unpopulated surface waters and have the potential to 
dismpt established recreational pursuits. Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing may 
require long tow ropes, large open water surfaces for takeoffs and landings arid, because 
of their air borne attachments can not maneuver or stop abmptly. To avoid inevitable 
accidents caused by kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing, as well as conflicts and 
accidents involving traditional park user groups not accustomed to the special operational 
needs of these dangerous air borne activities, the NRA has chosen to prohibit kite tubing, 
kite boarding, and parasailing. 

(SEE ATTACHMENTS & DATA FILES) 

NEPA, Cultural Resources Requirements: 

None Required. 

Proposed by: Mark Law, Law Enforcement Specialist, GCNRA 

Proposal Implementation Date: 6-15-06 
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Method of Public Notification: 

Notification ofthis closure restriction pertaining to towed aerial watercraft will be made 
through local and regional media services, park publications, park web-site, and posted 
on area information bulletin boards. (See attachments.) 

Reviewed By: Mike Mayer Date 
Chief Ranger Visitor and Resource Protection 

Determination: Adopted Rejected 

Kitty L. Roberts Date 
Superintendent 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
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NO. 

Individually and as Representative 
of the Jlstate o ^ ^ ^ l H H H i H i l i ^ 

as next friend of 1 
^nd 

>, minor children 

PLAINTIFFS 

VS. 

SPORTSSTUFF, INC., SKI LIMITED 
ENTERPRISES, INC., and JOSEPH 
T. LUNA, III 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 

ORANGE COUNTY, TEXAS 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT DEFENDANTS § 

PLAINTIFFS' ORIGINAL PETITION 

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT: 

children ("Plaintiffs"), complaining of SPORTSSTUFF, INC., SKI LIMITED 

ENTERPRISES INC. ("Product Defendants") and JMaJJJ l lBMMii i f l f ("Driver 

Defendant"), and for cause of action would respectfully show unto the Court the 

following: 

PARTIES 

1. Plaintiffs are citizens of the State of Texas, and reside in Orange, Orange 

County, Texas. 
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2. Defendant, SPORTSTUFF, INC., is a corporafion duly formed and 

existing under the laws of the State of Nebraska, and may be served with process by 

serving its Registered Agent, Leroy Peterson, at 11213 E. Circle, Ste. A, Omaha, 

Nebraska 68137. 

3. Defendant, SKI LIMITED ENTERPRISES, INC., is a corporation duly 

formed and existing under the laws ofthe State of Ohio, and may be served with process 

by serving its Registered Agent, Victor Daprile, at 1303 Boardman-Poland Road, 

Youngstown, Ohio 44514. 

4. Defendant,tilSlMHMMiiillHiiilPit is an individual residing in Orange 

County, Texas and may be served with process at 1900 N. 30* Street, Orange, Texas 

77630. 

DISCOVERY CONTROL PLAN 

5. Pursuant to Rule 190 of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, Plaintiffs 

intend to conduct discovery in this matter under Level 3 as defined in Texas Rule of Civil 

Procedure 190.4. Plaintiffs would request the immediate entry ofa Docket Control Order 

establishing the date of trial before a jury and deadlines for the completion of discovery, 

designation of expert witnesses, challenges to expert witnesses and dispositive motions. 

VENUE 

6. Venue is proper in this Court pursuant to Texas Civil Practice & Remedies 

Code § 15.002(a)(2) since a Defendant resided in Orange County, Texas at the time this 

cause of action accmed. 
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7. On Sunday, April 30, 2006, at approximately 3:00 p.m., t ^ ^ ^ 

^("Plaintiffs' Decedent") was being pulled behind a boat, 

driven by Driver Defendant ^ J p | J | | | i | : " t l T , on a Wego Kite Tube ("Kite Tube") 

which had been purchased and received by Plaintiffs' Decedent the day before. Said Kite 

Tube was designed, manufactured, and marketed by Product Defendant SPORTSSTUFF, 

INC. Product Defendant SKI LIMITED ENTERPRISES, INC. marketed and sold the 

Kite Tube to Plaintiffs Decedent. 

8. There were four passengers on the boat at the time of the fatal accident, 

jgHBHBlili^ages eight (8) years old and four (4) years old, respectively. 

being pulled and airbome on the Kite Tube, the tube suddenly and unexpectedly began to 

rapidly descend to the water in an uncontrollable fashion. Upon striking the surface of 

in his eventual death forty-five (45) minutes later. 

10. The Kite Tube in question was designed, manufactured, marketed, 

distributed, supplied and/or sold by Product Defendants. 

11. The Kite Tube in question was unreasonably dangerous and defective at 

the time it was designed, manufactured, marketed, distributed, supplied and/or sold. At 

all times relevant to this cause of action. Product Defendants engaged in the business of 
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designing, manufacturing, marketing, distributing, supplying and/or selling Wego Kite 

Tubes, and placed into the stream of commerce the Kite Tube at issue. The Kite Tube 

was in a defective condition at the time it left the control ofthe Product Defendants and 

at the time it came into the control of Plaintiffs. The defective condition of the Kite 

Tube, which made it unreasonably dangerous for the use of the general public and 

Plaintiffs' decedent, arose because ofa defective design, a defect in the manufacturing. 

process and/or because of defective marketing. 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY—GENERAL NEGLIGENCE 

12. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs 1 through 11 above and further allege as follows. 

13. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS in designing, manufacturing, marketing, 

distributing, supplying and/or selling the above mentioned product had a duty to 

Plaintiffs to do so in a reasonable manner to ensure that the product was safe and did not 

pose an unreasonable risk of causing harm to those who used the product for its intended 

purpose. 

14. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS breached this duty when they placed the 

defective and dangerous product into the stream of commerce when they knew or should 

have known of its defective nature and propensity to cause harm to individuals such as 

Plaintiffs. 

15. Plaintiffs cannot more specifically allege the acts of negligent manufacture 

or design on the part of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, because facts in that regard are 

peculiarly within the knowledge of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS. As such, alternatively, 

in the event Plaintiffs are unable to prove specific acts of negligent design or 
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manufacture, Plaintiffs rely on the doctrine of res ipsa loquitur. In this connection, 

Plaintiffs would show that the character of the occurrence giving rise to this litigation is 

such that it would not have happened in the absence of negligence, and that the design 

and manufacture of the product was within the exclusive control of PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS at the time the negligence occurred. Plaintiffs have no means of 

ascertaining the method or maimer in which the product was designed and/or 

manufactured, and it came into the Plaintiffs' possession in the same condition it was in 

when it left the control of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS. Thus, PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS were negligent in the design and/or manufacture ofthe product at issue. 

16. As a direct and proximate result of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' 

negligence; the defective and dangerous product caused harm and injury to Plaintiffs. 

17. Wherefore, Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 
STRICT PRODUCTS LIABILITY 

18. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs 1 through 17 above and fiirther allege as follows. 

19. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, at all times relevant to this action, engaged 

in the business of designing, manufacturing, marketing, distributing, seUing, and/or 

supplying the product to consumers in the general public. 

20. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, knew and intended that the product 

designed, manufactured, marketed, distributed, sold, and/or supplied by PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS would be purchased by consumers without inspection for defects. 

21. The product in question was unreasonably dangerous and defective at the 

time it was designed, manufactured, marketed, distributed, sold, and/or supplied. 
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22. The defects in the product in question included defects in design, 

manufacture and marketing. The product in question was in a defective condition at the 

time it left the control ofthe PRODUCT DEFENDANTS and at the time it came into the 

control of the Plaintiffs. 

23. The defective conditions of the product in question, which made it 

unreasonably dangerous for the use ofthe general public and the Plaintiffs, arose because 

ofa defect in the design, manufacturing and/or marketing ofthe product. 

24. The defects in the product in question were a producing cause of the 

incident, injuries and damages sustained by the Plaintiffs. 

25. Plaintiffs are informed and beUeve, and thereon, allege that PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS: 

(a) knew or should have known that the product designed, manufactured, 

marketed, distributed, sold, or supplied by PRODUCT DEFENDANTS 

were defective and dangerous in the manner alleged above; 

(b) knew or should have known that because of the defect, the product could 

not safely be used for the purposes for which it was intended; 

(c) knew or should have known that the product was defective and dangerous, 

and in conscious disregard of the safety of the general public, consumers, 

and Plaintiffs, placed it in the stream of commerce without waming 

customers or the unknowing general public, or Plaintiffs, ofthe defects; 

(d) knew or should have known that when the product was placed in the 

stream of commerce, it would be sold to and used by the general public, 

consumers, and Plaintiffs, without inspection for defects; and 
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26. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, in designing, manufacturing, marketing, 

distributing, selling, and supplying the product, had a duty to Plaintiffs to do so in a 

reasonable manner and to ensure that the product was without defect. PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS breached these duties by placing the defective product into the stream of 

commerce when they knew or reasonably should have known ofthe product's defective 

nature and or its propensity to cause harm to individuals such as Plaintiffs. 

27. By placing the defective product into the stream of commerce, PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS' impliedly represented that it was safe for the purpose for which it was 

intended. As a direct and proximate result of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' conduct in 

the designing, manufacturing, marketing, distributing, selling, or supplying of the 

defective and dangerous product. Plaintiffs have suffered harm and injuries. 

28. Wherefore, named Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY—DEFECT IN DESIGN, 

MANUFACTURE and ASSEMBLY 

29. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs 1 through 28 above and fiirther alleges as follows. 

30. The product that is the subject ofthe instant action was not reasonably fit, 

suitable, or safe for its intended use by reason of a defect in its design, manufacture, or 

assembly, which caused it to be unreasonably dangerous. 

31. The defect in design, manufacture, or assembly existed at the time 

PRODUCT DEFENDANTS placed the product into the stream of commerce. 

32. The product was being used in its intended and reasonably foreseeable 

manner when it caused injury to Plaintiffs. 
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33. As a direct and proximate result thereof. Plaintiffs have suffered injuries 

and damages. 

34. Wherefore, named Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY—FAILURE TO WARN OF 

DANGER IN USE OF PRODUCT 

35. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs 1 through 34 above and further allege as follows. ^ 

36. At all relevant times, the product manufactured and/or distributed by 

PRODUCT DEFENDANTS was defective as a result of the fact that it was unreasonably 

dangerous and defective. PRODUCT. DEFENDANTS failed to give adequate waming of 

the high likelihood that the product will become uncontrollably unstable when airbome, 

thereby causing the rider to have little or no control over the product's flight pattem, thus 

rendering the product unsafe for its intended or reasonably foreseeable use. PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS knew that the product was extremely dangerous, yet advertised the 

product as fit for inexperienced amateurs, and deliberately decided to omit any safety 

equipment such as to convey the false impression that little or no risk was involved in 

using the product. 

37. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and thereon allege, that at all relevant 

times PRODUCT DEFENDANTS had specific knowledge of the risk or could have 

known ofthe risk by the application of scientific and industry knowledge available at the 

time ofthe manufacture ofthe product. 

38. At all times herein mentioned, PRODUCT DEFENDANTS knew the 

product was defective in the manner herein alleged, that in all likelihood the defective 
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product would produce an injurious result in normal use and that such result was 

potentially life threatening to each individual to whom the product was sold. 

Notwithstanding this knowledge, PRODUCT DEFENDANTS failed to give adequate 

notice to the purchasers of the grave risks associated with the use of the product, and 

instead placed and persisted in placing the defective product into the stream of 

commerce, thus causing harm and injuries to Plaintiffs. 

39. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS marketed the product as a product fit for 

amateurs. Had PRODUCT DEFENDANTS given Plaintiffs sufficient, conspicuous 

notice of the known risks associated with the product, they would not have purchased the 

product. 

40. As a direct and proximate result of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' failure to 

warn, this defective and unreasonably dangerous product was purchased by Plaintiffs 

causing them harm and injuries. 

41. Wherefore, named Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 

FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY—BREACH OF WARRANTY 

42. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs 1 through 41 above and fijrther alleges as follows. 

43. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, as the designer, manufactiirer, marketer, 

distributor and/or seller of the product, expressly warranted that the Kite Tube was fit for 

its intended purpose, that the Kite Tube was of merchantable quality, and that it was safe 

and fit for the purposes intended when used under ordinary conditions and in an ordinary 

manner. 
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44. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS breached such warranties by designing, 

manufacturing, marketing, distributing, supplying and/or selling the product in question 

when it was neither safe nor fit for the purposes intended. 

45. The product in question was not altered by Plaintiffs. The product was 

defective when it left the exclusive control of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, and, 

PRODUCT DEFENDANTS knew the product would be used without additional 

inspection by the general public, consumers and Plaintiffs. The product was not safe and 

fit for the purposes intended and Plaintiffs did not receive the goods as warranted. 

46. As a direct and proximate cause of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' breach of 

express warranty. Plaintiffs have been injured and damaged. 

47. Wherefore, named Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 

SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
NEGLIGENT RECALL 

48. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs 1 through 47 above and fiirther allege as follows. 

49. As described above, PRODUCT DEFENDANTS designed, manufactured, 

marketed, distributed, sold and/or supplied a defective and unreasonably dangerous 

product. Once PRODUCT DEFENDANTS leamed that the product was defective and 

unreasonably dangerous, they had a duty to Plaintiffs to institute an effective product 

recall. 

50. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS breached this duty when they failed to 

institute any product recall upon leaming that their product was defective and 

unreasonably dangerous. 

51. As a direct and proximate result of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' failure to 

10 



060612HCC3582 
Attachment #7 
Page 11 of 19 

recall the defective and unreasonably dangerous product. Plaintiffs have suffered harm 

and injuries. 

52. Wherefore, named Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 

SEVENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
INTENTIONAL MISREPRESENTATION 

53. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs 1 through 52 above and fiirther alleges as follows. 

54. At all times herein referred to, PRODUCT DEFENDANTS were engaged 

in the business of designing, manufacturing, marketing, distributing selling and/or 

supplying the product which is the subject ofthe instant litigation. 

55. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, acting through their officers, agents, 

servants, representatives and/or employees, delivered the defective and unreasonably 

dangerous product to dealers and various other distribution channels. 

56. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS willftilly, falsely, and knowingly 

misrepresented material facts relating to the character and quality of the product. These 

misrepresentations are contained in advertisements and endorsements disseminated or 

caused to be disseminated by PRODUCT DEFENDANTS in various forms and through 

various media outlets, and such misrepresentations have been and are reiterated and 

disseminated by officers, agents, representatives, servants and/or employees of 

PRODUCT DEFENDANTS acting within the course and scope of their authority, so 

employed by PRODUCT DEFENDANTS to merchandise and market the product. 

PRODUCT DEFENDANTS knew that the product was extremely dangerous, yet 

advertised the product as fit for inexperienced amateurs, and deliberately decided to omit 
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any safety equipment such as to convey the false impression that little or no risk was 

involved in using the product. 

57. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' representations-were made with the intent 

that the general public, including Plaintiffs, rely upon them. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' 

representations were made with knowledge of the falsity of such statements, or in 

reckless disregard ofthe tmth thereof 

58. In actual and reasonable reliance upon PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' 

misrepresentations. Plaintiffs purchased and used the product for its intended and 

reasonably foreseeable purpose. Plaintiffs were unaware ofthe existence of facts that the 

PRODUCT DEFENDANTS suppressed and/or intentionally neglected to disclose in a 

conspicuous manner. If they had been aware ofthe suppressed facts. Plaintiffs would not 

have purchased the defective and unreasonably dangerous product. 

59. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and thereon allege, that PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS misrepresented material facts with the intent to defraud Plaintiffs. 

Plaintiffs were unaware of the intent of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS and relied upon the 

representations of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS in agreeing to purchase the product. 

Plaintiffs' reliance on the representations of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS was reasonable. 

60. In actual and reasonable reliance upon PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' 

misrepresentations. Plaintiffs purchased the defective and unreasonably dangerous 

product and used it for its intended purpose, the direct and proximate result of which was 

injury and harm to the Plaintiffs. 

61. Wherefore, named Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 

12 
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EIGHTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
NEGLIGENT MISREPRESENTATION 

62. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs 1 through 61 above and fiirther alleges as follows. 

63. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS negligently and/or recklessly misrepresented 

various material facts regarding the quality and character of their product, under 

circumstances where PRODUCT DEFENDANTS either knew, or in the exercise of 

reasonable care should have known, that such representations were not tme. These 

misrepresentations are contained in various advertisements and endorsements 

disseminated or caused to be disseminated by PRODUCT DEFENDANTS in various 

forms and through various media outlets, and such misrepresentations have been and are 

reiterated and disseminated by officers, agents, representatives, servants, or employees of 

PRODUCT DEFENDANTS acting within the course and scope of their authority, so 

employed by PRODUCT DEFENDANTS to merchandise and market the product. 

64. In reasonable reliance upon these misrepresentations. Plaintiffs purchased 

the product for personal use. Had Plaintiffs known the tme facts, including, but not 

limited to, the fact that the product was defective and unreasonably dangerous, they 

would not have purchased the product. 

65. As a direct and proximate cause of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' negligent 

misrepresentations. Plaintiffs have been harmed and injured. 

66. Wherefore named Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 

13 
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NINTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
FRAUD BY CONCEALMENT 

67. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs 1 through 66 above and further alleges as follows. 

68. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and thereon allege, that PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS knew that there was a high probability that their product was defective 

and unreasonably dangerous and concealed this fact. 

69. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS had a duty to disclose this information to 

Plaintiffs, consumers, and the general public. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS failed to 

timely disclose this information to Plaintiffs, consumers, and the general public. 

70. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS concealed such information for the purpose 

of inducing the purchase and use of the defective and unreasonably dangerous product 

designed, manufactured, marketed, distributed, sold and/or supplied by PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS. 

71. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS knew that Plaintiffs were unaware of the 

existence of certain facts, and that Plaintiffs did not have an equal opportunity to discover 

such facts. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS were deliberately silent when they had a duty to 

speak, and actively suppressed and concealed certain material facts. If Plaintiffs had 

been aware of the facts not disclosed by PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, they would not 

have agreed to purchase or use the defective and unreasonably dangerous product. 

Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and thereon allege, that PRODUCT DEFENDANTS 

concealed such material facts with the intent to defraud Plaintiffs. Under the 

circumstances, especially since PRODUCT DEFENDANTS omitted and concealed 

14 
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material facts. Plaintiffs' reHance on the representations of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS 

was reasonable. 

72. • As a resuh of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' material omissions, failure to 

disclose and active concealment. Plaintiffs purchased and used PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS' defective and unreasonably dangerous product, in the way which it 

intended, the direct and proximate result of which was injury and harm to the Plaintiffs. 

73. Wherefore, named Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 

TENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
NEGLIGENCE 

74. DRIVER DEFENDANT owed Plaintiffs a duty to operate the boat in a 

safe manner. 

75. DRIVER DEFENDANT breached this duty when he failed to exercise 

ordinary care as he did not operate the boat in the same manner as would a person of 

ordinary pmdence under the same or similar circumstances. 

76. As a direct and proximate result of DRIVER DEFENDANT'S negligence. 

Plaintiffs have suffered injuries and damages. 

77. Wherefore, Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 

DAMAGES 

78. As a proximate result of the occurrence made the basis of this suit, 

ipiHMlMMHwJiiiiiMwWTf^^^^ff^ sustained severe bodily injuries. He was 

transported from the scene of the incident to the Emergency Room of a nearby hospital, 

where he was under the care of physicians and nurses. The estate of. 

l^illli^BM^PTlI has paid or incurred Hability to pay the reasonable and necessary 

charges for medical care and treatment including ambulance service fees, fees for the 

15 
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services of the physicians and nurses and fees for hospital services and supplies. As a 

proximate result of the accident and the injuries inflicted upon him by the willful and/or 

grossly negligent conduct of Product Defendants, and the negligent conduct of Driver 

Defendant|||^^|ilHHHMlKl|@iHMMtHi) III died on April 30, 2006 after forty-five 

(45) minutes of conscious pain and suffering. The estate of J j g l M M i i H W f e 

^ ^ ^ m ^ P t t l l has paid or incurred liability to pay a reasonable and customary charge 

for funeral and burial. 

), III was thirty-three (33) years of age at 

the time of his death. He was in good health with a reasonable life expectancy of forty-

one (41) more years. He was married only once, to Plaintiff , | ^ | ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ E 

^ on December 5, 1998. As stated, two (2) children were bom of the 

marriage, being those named above and joined as Plaintiffs. During his Hfetime, 

Plaintiffs Decedent was industrious and energetic, a good father, husband and provider. 

He performed numerous and usual tasks in and about the family residence, and gave 

advice, counsel, comfort, care and protection to his wife and family. In all reasonable 

probability, he would have continued to do so, providing for and supporting his wife for 

the remainder of her natural life and caring for and supporting his children at least until 

they attained adulthood, and probably thereafter, as he planned to provide each with all 

the costs incident to attending college in accordance with their desires and goals in life. 

savings from his past earnings, which, in all reasonable probability, he would have 

continued to accumulate for the remainder of his natural life. At the time of Plaintiffs' 

16 
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Decedent's death, l ^ S B B B P i R P i ^ | ^ 5 | ^ ^ ^ D was thirty-one (31) years of age, in 

good health, with a reasonable life expectancy of forty-nine (49) more years. 

80. As a result of the untimely death of Plaintiffs' Decedent,^ 

iD has suffered pecuniary loss from the death of her husband,)^ 

III, including losses of care, maintenance, support, services, 

advice, counsel, and contributions of pecuniary value that she would have received from 

her husband during his lifetime had he lived. In addition, she has suffered loss of 

consortium and damage to the husband-wife relationship, including loss of affection, 

solace, comfort, companionship, society, assistance, sexual relations, emotional support, 

love and felicity necessary to a successful marriage. She has suffered severe mental 

anguish, grief, and sorrow as a result of the death of her husbandf* 

g, and is likely to continue to suffer for a long time in the future. For 

these losses, W^lSSSmKl^^SHKSSS^I^M».\ seeks damages in a sum within the 

jurisdictional limits ofthis Court. 

81. ,MijitiifliiiWiiii^ and jmmmmmmmm^-havc 

suffered pecuniary loss from the death of their father,} 

III, including losses of care, maintenance, support, services, advice, counsel, and 

contributions of pecuniary value that they would have received from their father during 

his lifetime had he lived. They have suffered additional losses by virtue of the 

destmction of the parent-child relationship, including the right to love, affection, solace, 

comfort, companionship, society, emotional support, and happiness. They have suffered 

severe mental depression and anguish, grief, and sorrow as a result of the death of their 

father, ' '^99^n|li^^^i^^^^H^|§iP^^^III, and are likely to continue to suffer for a 

17 
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long time in the future. For these losses, ']||HHHMMHHH[ijinHi^MP*'and 

J H I M H H i i H i i i ^ seek damages in a sum within the jurisdictional limits ofthis Court. 

82. Plaintiffs would show that the negligence described above was of such a 

character as to make PRODUCT DEFENDANTS guilty of gross negligence. The acts 

and/or omissions of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, when viewed objectively from the 

standpoint of the PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, involved an extreme degree of risk, 

considering the probability and the magnitude of potential harm to others. Moreover, 

PRODUCT DEFENDANTS engaged in such conduct with conscious indifference to the 

rights, safety or welfare of others, despite the PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' actual, 

subjective awareness ofthe risk involved. Accordingly, Plaintiffs seek punitive damages 

against PRODUCT DEFENDANTS in an amount that may be found by the trier of fact. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Plaintiffs pray for judgment against 

DEFENDANTS as follows: 

1. For special damages according to proof; 

2. For general damages according to proof; 

3. For punitive and exemplary damages against Product Defendants pursuant 

to causes of action 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, and 9, the bases for which will be 

proven at trial. Said exemplary or punitive damages are due and 

awardable pursuant to the actions of Product Defendants described above, 

including fraud and deceit, wanton and reckless acts of commission and 

omission, and outrageous and malicious conduct, in an amount in favor of 

Plaintiffs, as a multiple of Plaintiffs' compensatory damages, all totaled to 
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an amount sufficient to punish said Defendants so as to deter it and others 

like it from similar wrongdoing. 

4. Pre-judgment interest; 

5. Post-judgment interest; 

6. For Plaintiffs' attomeys fees and costs of suit incurred herein; and 

7. Such further legal and equitable relief as this court may deem proper. 

JURY DEMAND 

Plaintiffs respectfully demand a trial by jury. 

REOUEST FOR DISCLOSURE 

Under the Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 194, Plaintiffs request that Defendant 

disclose, within 50 days of the service of this request, the information or material 

described in Rule 194.2 (a-k). 

Respectfiilly submitted. 

LAW OFFICES OF DAVID E. BERNSEN, P.C. 

David E. Bemsen 
Texas Bar No. 02217500 
Brian N. Mazzola 
Texas Bar No. 24037053 
P.O. Box 822 
Beaumont, Texas 77704 
Tel. (409) 832-1957 
Fax. (409)832-2211 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs, 
i i i i l M W W S P i l i i i ^ ^ Individually 
and as Representative ofthe Estate of JAMES 
9 0 i | ^ H M l H E | H f i ^ ! ^ ^ H I , and as next friend 
p g ^ M t e f ^ ^ P P i i W H B i P t ^ n d -

JMBiMtPHiBilmpilttt; minor children 
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AUTOPSY i;UEPORT 

Cas< 

May 1» 2006 

OIV THE BODY OF 

CAUSE OF DEATH: Traosection of aotta with left hemothorax. 
! 

MANNER OF DEATH: Accident 

JPtPI/PPiCPi'ri 

Dr, Wmmy J. Brown 
Forensic Pathologist 
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POSTMORTEM EXAMINATION ON THE BODY OF 

Orange, Texas 

HISTORY: This 33 year old Caacasian male was proaounced dead at 3:45 
p.m. on April 30, 2006, at Christus Hospital - St, Mary in Port Arthur, 
Texas, 

AUTOPSY: The autopsy was performed by Dr. Tommy J. Brown at the 
request and upon the written authorization of The Honorable Tom Gillam, 
III, Justice of the Peace, Precinct 8, Jefferson County, Texas, b^inaing at 
7:00 a,m. on May 1, 2006, in the Southeast Texas Forensic Center, Inc, 
DBA: Jefferson County Morgue. 

CLOTHING: The decedent was dressed in black and blue swim ininki 
and a pair of white jockey undershorts. 

PERSONAL PROPERTY: There was a silver colored chain necklaee 
around the neck, 

EVIDENCE OF MEDICAL EVIXRVENTION: There was an 
endotracheal tube Mslthin tbe mouth. A neck brace was in plstce around the 
neck. There were EKG electrode disks over tbe chest and abdomen. There 
were defibriilator/ECG/pacing adhesive eiecttodes oyer .the. right upp«r, ,., 
and left lower lateral chest. There was an intravenous line in the right 
antecubital space. 

EXTERNAL APPEARANCE: The body was that of a white male that 
measured WA inches in length, weighed 225 pounds and appeared the 
stated age of 33 years. There was full rigor mortis. The hair was brown 
with blonde tips and measured 1 inch in length. The eyes were closed; the 
conjunctivae were clear; the comeae were clear; the irides were green. 
There was a small amount of pink foamy fluid around the nostrils. The 
nose was otherwise unremarkable. Both ears were unremarkable. The 
teeth were natural. There were no abrasions, contusions or lacerations of 
the inner mucosa of the lips. The neck was symmetrical and without scare 
or evidence of trauma. The chest was symmetrical and without scars or 
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evidence of trauma. The abdomen was mildly protuberant and without 
palpable masses or scars. The pubic hair was small in quantity. The penis 
appeared circumcibed. Both testicles were within the scrotal sac. There 
was a 1 by 1 inch abrasion on the medial right knee. Several small 
abrasions were present over tbe left knee. There were small scars of the 
knees and anterior lower legs. There were small scars of the forearms and 
back of the hands. There was a faint 1% inch abrasion on the anterior left 
upper arm. There was a tattoo of the head of a cat on the lateral left upper 
arm. Tbe back had dependent posterior fixed livtdlty with blanching over 
the p r eku rea i ^ . There was a tattoo of a tasmanian devil with the words 
"Double the" above it and **troubie** below it on the lateral right buttock. 

INTERNAL EXAMINATION: The body was opened with a Y<shaped 
thoracoabdominal incision to rev^l fat and red-brown muscles of the 
upper anterior thorax. The abdominal panoiculus at the level of the 
umbilicus measured 1̂ /g inches. The organs were in their usual locations 
and had normal anatomic relationships to one another. There was 1,200 
milliliters of free and clotted blood within the left chest cavity. There was a 
transection of tbe aorta. A large amount of blood was present within the 
mediastinum. There was no fluid within the peritoneal cavity. A small 
amount of serous fluid was present in the pericat^ial sac. 

CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM: The heart weighed 410 grams. It had a 
smooth and glistening epicardial surface with a moderate amount of fat. 
The coronary arteries fdllowed a normal distribution. There was mild to 
moderate atherosct^osis of the left anterior descending coronary .artery. 
There was mild atfaerosclercKsis of the right and circumflex coronary 
arteries. On sectioning, the myocardium was red-brown. There was no 
fibrosis. The walls of the right and left ventricles were of normal thickness. 
The cardiac valves were of normal size and had thin pliable cusps. There 
was a transection of the aorta just distal to the origination of the left 
subclavian artery. A large amount of blood was present in the left chest 
cavity, within the mediastinum and ofthe left hllus area. 

RESPIRATORY SYSTEM: The right lung weighed 345 grams and the left 
weighed 250 grains. The left lung was compressed due to the blood. The 
upper pleural surfaces were pink and became darker in the more 
dependent portions. On sectioning, there was no tumor, infectious process, 
hemorrhage or pulmonary emboli. 

}tm/bP(Pi-A csrfc.c;TfiTflPT.*ni RPfc-q-afiP-fiPifc- itsinuriH îR ^ i ni^i :unH-) sr.-fc-x qpiRS-as-wnr 
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HEPATOBILIARY SYSTEM: The liver weighed 1,830 grams. It had a 
dark brown external and cut surface. There was no tumor, infectious 
proems or hemorrhage. The gallbladder contained 40 milliliters ofa viscid 
green bile. There were no stones. The hepatobiliary ducts were patent 

SPLEEN: The spleen weighed 310 grams. It had a dark purple-gray intact 
capsule. On sectioning, the parenchyma was red^browu. The Maipighlan 
corpuscles were prDmim:nt 

ADRENALS: Both adrenal glands were surrounded by a moderate 
amount of fat On sectioning, the cortex was yellow and of normal 
thickness. The medulla was gray-tan and unremarkable. 

PANCREAS: The pancreas had the usual size and shape. It was red-
brown and lobulated on external and cut surface. It was unremarkable. 

GASTROINTESTINAL TRACT: The esophagus had a gray-tan mucosa. 
The stomach contained 20 milliliters of a liquid digestate. The duodenum, 
small and large bowels were unremarkable. Tbe appendix was present at 
the tip of the cecum. 

GENITOURINARY TRACT: The left kidney weighed 150 grams and the 
right weighed 140 grams. Both had capsules that stripped with ease to 
reveal smooth brown surfaces. On sectioning, the cortex and medulla were 
well demarcated. There was no tumor, infectious jirocc^ er hemorrhage. 
The urinary bladder was empty. The bladder mucosa was white-tan. The 
prostate was of normal size and had a homogenous pink-tan surface. There 
were no nodules. 

NECK: The internal structures of the neck were examined. There were no 
fractures of the cervical spine. The proximal esophagus had a gray-tan 
mucosa. The larynx contained a small amount of macous but was 
otherwise unremarkable. There was no food lodged in the upper airway. 
Tbe hyoid bone, thyroid cartilage and cricoid cartilage were intact and had 
no fractures. The thyroid gland had the usual butterfly shape and was red-
brown on both external and cut surfaces. There were no nodules. 

MmyQpiPfri Q^rbCTfiifWTrni RrjTq-sfifl-fif^b iNnuinn^R T I HMHI :unNH rr:(7i qRRs-RP-NJnr 
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HEAD: The scalp was incised and reflected in the usual manner. There 
were ao subscalp hemorrhages. The top of tite skull was removed and had 
no fractures. There was no epidural, subdural or snl^rachnold 
hemorrhage. The brain weighed 1,430 grams. Tbe vessels at tbe base of 
the brain were intact and bad no anomalies or abnormaUties. On 
sectioning the cei^brum, cerebellum, and brain stem, there was no tumor, 
infectious process or hemorrhage. The base of the skull was intact and had 
no fractures. There were no nc^k fjnictures. 
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PATHOLOGICAL FINDINGS 

1. Transection of aorta. 
2. Left hemothorax (1,200 milliliters of blood). 
3. Mild to moderate atiberosclerotic coronary artery 

disease. 

CAUSE OF DEATH: Transection of aorta with left hemothorax. 

MANNER OF DEATH: Accident 

COMMENT: The decedent was being towed behind a boat on a kite tube, 
Accordjag to witnesses, the kite tube flew 15 feet into the air with the 
decedent and then impacted the water. The impact caused a transection of 
the aorta due to sudden deceleration of the body. 
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This investigation was done as follow-up to an incident report from the CPSC Internet 
Hotline. The victim reported that she was riding on a kite tube when she suddenly lost 
control and the kite tube dove head-first into the lake from about 15 feet in the air. The 
victim rode the kite tube into the water and suffered multiple fractures to her thigh bone, 
near the hip socket. Information for this report is from interviews with the victim and her 
father, the owner/driver ofthe boat and kite tube. 

Incident 

This incident took place at a public reservoir. The AAA tour book lists the lake as a 
17,000 acre reservoir. The town the lake was named for is at an elevation of 4,662 feet 
above sea level according to AAA. 

The boat and recreation equipment was owned and operated by the victim's father. The 
father owns a vacation home near the lake and the victim said the family has gone to that 
lake most of her 26 years. The family uses their boat for waterskiing, towing a tube, and 
wake boarding. 

The victim is a 26-year-old woman. She said she is experienced with the water activities 
the family has done in the past, but preferred to ride on the tube towed by the boat. Since 
she has been an adult, she averages 2 trips per summer to the family vacation home and 
water activities. The victim is 5'7" tall and weighs about 130 pounds. 

In April 2006, the father was at the boat dealer near the lake getting a new tube to tow 
behind his boat. At the time he bought the tube, he saw a print advertisement for the kite 
tube and asked the dealer about the kite tube. About 1 week after he bought the other 
tube, he was back at the boat dealer and saw the kite tube. He discussed the kite tube 
with the dealer and decided to trade the new tube for the kite tube. The dealer and the 
father had never seen a kite tube prior to the purchase, but both of them thought it would 
be a fun product to use on the lake that summer. 

The father said that he received instmction manuals and a DVD instmction video with the 
kite tube. He said he read the literature and watched the video prior to using the product 
for the first time. The victim said she also watched the video prior to using the kite tube. 

On the day ofthe incident, several people were down at the lake to use the kite tube for 
the first time. The daughter said they were using 2 boats for various activities on the 
lake, but had to use the "faster" boat to tow the kite tube. The father said that he attached 
the kite tube to his boat using the instmctions from the product as well as the 45-foot tow 
'rope that came with the kite tube. 

During the day, different groups of people were on the boat while several people tried 
using the kite tube. The father said that he was learning to drive the boat (so it would 
work the best way for the kite tube) each time they tried it. He said they were the only 
boaters on their section ofthe lake. He said that there were things he learned during the 
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day about operating the boat and towing the kite tube that were not in the instmction 
manual. Some of them were: 

1. The instmctions state that the kite toy should not be towed at speeds greater than 
15 miles per hour. The father believes that because ofthe high altitude at the 
lake, he had to drive at least 25 miles per hour to get the kite tube to lift off the 
water. 

2. The father had to drive the boat into the wind to get the kite tube to lift off the 
water at 25 mph. He said that he estimated that he would have to drive at 45 mph 
to get the tube to lift with a tail wind, and he believed that was too fast to tow any 
people behind his boat, regardless ofthe device they were riding on. The father 
said the kite tube was too unstable in the air to use in a cross-wind because it 
would swing from side to side in the air. 

3. There was a translucent panel in the front half of the kite tube that appeared to be 
a window so that the rider and boaters could see and communicate with each 
other. Both the father and daughter said that the rider could not see the boat 
through the window. The father said he could not see the rider behind him 
through the window, so it was not possible to use hand signals to communicate. 
He had to watch the kite tube to see if the person was still riding or if they fell off. 

4. The father said that when he started towing the rider on the kite tube, the nose of 
the kite tube (where the tow rope attached) would submarine under the water 
surface. He had to watch the rider who was holding the ball rope to time his 
acceleration with a point where the rider was able to pull the nose ofthe kite tube 
above the surface. As soon as the kite tube accelerated enough to keep the nose 
above water, the rider had to immediately let go ofthe ball rope and grab the 
handles on the kite tube. 

5. The father said that once the kite tube was airbome, neither he, nor the rider could 
control the direction ofthe kite tube. He also said there was no way for him to 
slow down once the rider was airbome because it would make the kite tube crash. 
None ofthe riders or the father was able to figure out a way to land the kite tube 
without crashing. The father said none ofthe instmction materials that came with 
the kite tube told them how to land it, and the video did not show any ofthe 
demonstration riders landing the kite tube after a ride. 

The father said they used the kite tube for about 3 hours total on the day ofthe incident. 
It was the first time they tried the new kite tube. The wind was calm, and the father 
estimated the speed at about 10 to 15 mph while they were on the lake. The daughter 
said the water was also calm, and they were not near other boaters, so no other boats were 
disturbing the water around them. 

Most ofthe people with the group that day were not able to get the kite tube to lift up off 
the water. Prior to the incident, the daughter's husband was able to get it about 4 feet 
above the water before he fell off and hit his head in the water. The daughter said her 
husband was about 5'7" tall and 160 pounds. After his crash, he said he had a headache, 
but did not think he was hurt enough to need medical attention. 
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The daughter said she was on her third ride ofthe day when she had the crash. Both her 
father and she said she was the best rider ofthe group, and the only one to really get the 
kite tube to lift and fiy off the water. She was wearing a floatation vest, but no other 
safety equipment. 

The daughter said on her last ride, she remembered getting about 15 to 20 feet up in the 
air. The father said they were driving about 30 mph, and he was watching her during her 
ride while he drove the boat. 

The daughter said she did not remember shifting her weight or changing position when 
the kite tube suddenly dove nose first toward the water. The father said he did not change 
speed on the boat, and no wind or water activity changed at the time the kite tube started 
to dive. 

The daughter said she remembered seeing her husband crash away from the kite tube, so 
she decided to hang on to the kite tube and ride it down to the water. She remembers the 
front ofthe tube hitting the water first, and then falling into the water. She remembered 
feeling pain in her leg, but did not realize she was hurt until she tried to climb up on the 
ski ramp at the back ofthe boat and could not support her weight on her leg. 

The father said that he saw the kite tube dive, hit the water, and bounce back up before 
hitting the lake again. He said he knew his daughter had fallen into the water on the first 
bounce, so he tried to tum the boat around to go back and get her. He said that the drag 
from the un-manned kite tube severely slowed the boat because it was submarining in the 
water and acting like an anchor. 

The father could not see his daughter as she fell, but he believes that her knees and lower 
leg where held in the pocket on the kite tube where it inflates to make a pocket for the 
riders legs and feet to rest while taking off When the kite tube hit the water, the father 
believes the injured leg was stuck in the pocket while the other leg released and the 
woman fell forward into the water. He believes that the forward momentum from the 
impact caused the bone to break before his daughter fell off of the kite tube. 

When the father got to his daughter, he realized she was severely injured, and rolled her 
up onto the ski ramp and held her while they drove back to shore. 

Other boaters in the area saw the incident and called 911 for help. The daughter said that 
she remembered the park rangers meeting them while they were still on the water, and 
that paramedics and an ambulance were on scene when they reached shore. 

The daughter was taken to a local hospital where she was treated for multiple fractures to 
her thigh bone, near the area where the thigh meets the hip socket. She has a plate in her 
leg, and currently is on 12 weeks where she may not put weight on the leg. The doctors 
told her that it may be 2 years before they know if the bone will heal from the injury. 
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The father has reported the incident to his insurance carrier, but not to the retailer or 
manufacturer as of 7-18-06. 

Product Information 

The incident product is a Wego, model 53-5000 kite tube. The box listed the 
manufacturer as: Sportstuff, Inc., 11213 E. Circle, Suite A, Omaha, NE 68137, phone 
402-592-9085, Fax 402-592-1354. 

The kite tube was purchased at Rocky Mountain Boat Company, 290 S. McCulloch 
Blvd., Pueblo West, CO 81007, 719-547-3100. The invoice was dated 4-29-06 and 
number 5862. 

The family used the kite tube for the first time on the day ofthe incident. 

The father said he has been notified ofthe recent recall ofthe product in July 2006. He 
still has the product and packaging. Photographs ofthe product, packaging, and inserts 
are attached to this report. 
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Attachments 

Attachment 1 Photographs of incident product and packaging. 

Attachment 2 Name Release Form, 

Attachment 3 Medical Records Release. 

Attachment 4 CPSC News 06-210, Recall announcement. 



060705HBB3646 
Kite Tube 

Contacts 

Victim: Virginia Wilson, 1139 Eaton Circle, #1F, Castle Rock, CO 80104. Phone 303-
907-1563. Email sent 7-6-06, Called Noon, 7-6-06, left voice mail. Victim called back 
2:21 p.m. left voice mail. Called her back 7-7-06 and set appointment for on-site 7-13-
06. 

Father/owner; David Wilson, 6040 S. Elati, Littleton, CO Cell 303-947-5220. On-site 
visit 5:30 p.m. 7-18-06. 

Witnesses on boat: Elizabeth Wilson, Stepmother; Interviewed with father. 
Jeremy Wilson, age 18, Stepbrother/son of E. Wilson. Not interviewed/present 
during visit. i 
Danny Fox-Adamson, Victim's Brother, age 16, not interviewed/present during 
visit. 
Lindsey Bassart: Family Friend, adult, not interviewed/present during visit. 

Dennis Berayer, Pueblo State park ranger. 719-251 -4319, case #PUE-06-072 
Attempting to get copy of report left message 7-20-06 10:15 a.m. 

Parkview Medical Center, Hospital "Lisa" 719-584-4527. Attempting to contact for 
medical information. Family not sure of her position at hospital. 

Tony Peterson, 303-338-1015, Insurance Investigator for Boat US Insurance. Claim 
#0602509, Policy 2602172-06. Lynn Hagee, agent, 1-800-262-8082, ext. 3962. 
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Attachment 1 Photographs 

Photo 1 shows the 
deflated kite tube at the 
father's house. 

Photo 2 shows the 
labeling on the.kite tube. 
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Photo 3 shows the 
company phone number 
around the smiley face. 
The ball rope is on the 
left side of the face. 

Photo 4 shows another 
warning label with 
instmctions for starting 
out holding the ball 
rope. 



Photo 5 is a Warning 
Label for kite tube rider. 
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Photo 6 is another 
warning label and 
illustrations of hand 
signals to communicate 
with the boat driver. 
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Photo 7 shows the 
manufacturer 
information from the 
box. 

iWEGQ 
SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E Circle, Sui te A 
Omaha, NE 68137 USA 
Tel: 402.592,9085 
Fax: 402.592.1354 

MADE IN CHINA 
Customer Service: 
8SB.ei 4.8833 
I n t e m e t Address: 
ht tp : / /wwiM.spar tsstuf f .co in 
E^nei l : cus tomerca rees fMr t ss tu f t . con i 

• i ; » N T I l S(>o«»»»<". • « • • ' • • ™ " * - " > " " " • • ' ' * • " " " • ^ • ^ 

r- l A - l ^'•'^' ' 
„ . „ . — J - ' : " • .. ̂ f ^ , -aa\ 

. p . . . ' " . • I J . ~ 

. s^^-ae;.,.,',,!'" "^ 

^^^s-=« 

GO ONt/Wf 

http://wwiM.spartsstuff.coin


060705HBB3646 
Kite Tube 

Photo 8 shows the 
model number and UPC 
from the box. 

Photo 9 is another view 
of the box. 
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Photos 10 and 11 are 
more views ofthe box. 
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Photo 12 shows the 
information and 
accessories included 
with the kite tube. 
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Photo 13 shows the 
marking on the tow rope 
that came with the kite 
tube. The family was 
using this rope at the 
time of the incident. It 
was a 45 foot beginner 
rope. 

Photo 14 shows the 
DVD instmction video 
that came with the kite 
tube. 

The father and daughter 
said they both watched 
this video before using 
the kite tube. 

15 
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Photo 15 shows the front cover ofthe warranty booklet. 
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WEGO KITE TUBE OWNER'S MANUAL 
Imporlarti [nforiMnliflii Is cnclosocl In tli is m.inueil. Pltrnse ro.TfJ tliQse nwirerials 

priar to .issembliiiy rtrid using this prgOucl. Keep for (uiure reference. 

For (juosHons on .issoinbly, p.-rrls or w^rr;tnty, rontnr.T (he experts al 
Sportsstuff. DO NOr RETURN Uiis |>ro<llii::( to thin slofcl 

Contflcl us TOLL f-Mtf;: 8a0-81'i! i0j3 {'JJ-.Ai a(;im-Spm. CST rJforitL%v-Friclay) * 

Corig'ntLtJal'oas on yont iinw ;mv.iiile pLircti.-»5c! Sporlsfiliifl piitfus ilnvU in mnking Ih© 
most innoViTlivc irill,iUibli> products on Ihe pl;(iiL'l. VoLit lugh perforo-inntc IQVi9<>ic is 
dcsidfiiod ta provicfe :iri cxcilft;g niiO l'iti(:ui' iidinrj experience lot iKc whole tamity. 

zî WARMfNG A 
MBm îfim 

By nssembling ajid intkilinc? !hn Kile Ti.-ij'.:-, s <;;, .itjrLH: li>n; you have road 
,i(id undcrt;t;irid tho cnt i t j ::^:;<'r!?,^:;i!i: y prodiicl r"n-iiinal. including nil 
iilstructioMS oiuf ^v^rnincjr. corl;;ir!i:'d ;.-i simi inntorial piior lo using tl ic 
Kite Tube. You ntidilioEMlly i'\i,ii-.:i.-. iii.U yoi ; v.iil cnsuiG itr.y otklitiooal or 
subsecjucrM users uf the Kilo ' l i i i j ' : ivi! :';:;•: :!:id ui idcrslaud li ic entire 
owner's riinnuai. M:sus« L-r impt'.Jiji^r ;iL.f? • f ' : i . ' KiH- Tube could result ir> 
risks, dangers iind hr\i-;rirds ivhitrli nuiy jf.-;,.;!; in serious injury or death. 
The risks rind d:»ngers itint in;!-; hu oiu:'..".;nicrcd thr.::u:jh the improper 
use of Ihc Kite Ti.i!)c can in; ^Vi;ic:cc: hy :'','Od;rRi ;";i.d ,'o?Iowing ''no '.vnrning 
guidelines lislod ivithin the owner's irnnir;): ;rT.! by pro})L'r use of the Kite 
Tube, Your assomijiy ^r.d n'o: of Ifiis pr(,u:;iL:! :;i;.^ll iie evidence of yotir 
agreement, to the ••illrisi cxli-?;>t punv.i'iU-.c', i.y ki-.v. U; propurly follow Ihe 
iiislructiohs ane .ibitiL' by dip •..•;i!;::.".'sjs si:; U)iU; •.vithin iho ujcducl manual. 
Your assembly rii id usu of thr? Kj!." I-.^ix: i',h;-;|| .:ji*;o <;(.>r:s!itiitc r, rnlease. lo 
the extent ptTinilSed by kv.w hy y j i . . 1 ; ; ^ by ;Mn' IhiKi parly [jermitted by 
you to use. in Jiiy mnnner. (ho .KiJi. Tui;,-.-. io i:pottssUi;f (fom any and all 
liability for any loss, dainage. mjuiv ;~n;J.'oi rx:'ft: iso lUat you or Any user 
of tho Kite Tube may suffer as <i rc-iu'i •.:;' Uio ui.o of the Kilcj T(j!;e This 
release sha'l cxlend lo any loss. danivTcjo jj^jury or expense due lo any 
cause ViThatsocvor. iricludinr) nL-cjiifjCJ^c *̂ or htc-act» of canti;;!,; 011 ihe part 
of Sportsslufl and/or any party particip;)liiiq in the design and.or manufac
ture 

Photo 16 shows the front cover ofthe owner's manual. 

17 
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TOWABLE OWNER'S MANUAL 

Im i jo r ln r t in for r r . i t ro f i is onclosGd in th is mnnua l . Plooso romt Wmmi inn ic r lo ls 
pr ior JO .nsscmhl i i ig amf usilKJ IhiM |KOihic(. Koi.'|) for l u t i i r c rc fc rc j tco . 

For ques t ions on oss inn l i l y . j j n r l s or ivnrr.Tnly. c o n l n c i Die oxfx j r is al 
Spor t ss t i i t l . DD NOT RETURN t l i i s prO<lin:l to tin? Store! 

ConMCl us TOLL FREE: 888'8 M-S«?/r) (US/V^ «i;iMi-lJi)ni. CST f^ lortdny-Ff iday) 

Congr.itul.Tiioiis o<' yom no%v uiv.-.ihio ( i i i i ( : i i ; i ^ r : S[ io i i r ,s tuf r \)n'.i':s iir.f.-lf i i i mak ing 
1HL> most ii iDOvalivp infl.Tl.iM! 
alj lc is desi<)nc(l Ui r;o'.crl ; ; ;> 

i f l n i : ' t !)l;='ii.':. Your Miijh ;;r;i1orrii.in(;e loVJ-
iiiiC!-< : : c : i ! i ; i-ypi.-f ir.-ru;!; fnr (ho v/lirjJc 

f.imily 

n?) i-A n K f: ^%\ 

To iL'SSCil your risk Ol Csj.'ioiis ;r i .uiy i:r ( i : in; i i . Solinv; ' j -nsc rufos 

• Not n M'-..-s;ivini) cjcviix*. r.v.vi^i Ic j . - i ; c l i -k l ' t - i : ur:,!;!'!!!':::!! ;..";^ r>ivy i n c c r cciiripf^ten! 
supc rv i son . 
• Ffoad :!••- o-.vner s r!iniu:nl r,-Mi.';iilly- !'c---:.:v •-.-':••---nj, yo i , ; cij-^'.'is-.iKif' '.ovjiin'o. 
• Nol 'or c:sc Isy chr ldrcn Uficn;' f . •'-.'• . - .•--- i - , •'• .Mjr>. 
•Thr ; xv.itercrntl driver ,•<; [CS;.;,;!'-..- • : • ' : • :'--•.•• :.>'.;:i:jl'j mu i ririvr;; -^^-icc "he towable 
cannot bo conlrol lc-i i oy -l !- .- i.^lo---; .- I.;-.:::., i r n y not i je ailK? 10 srjB v.'.^urf; 
he/ShC is rjciing. 
• A l w a y s h.T.'e .i/ i cxficriCifLt:':! v.'.'ii,'?rcr;!i: '.!r.\C' :r. ' . i : ! ; ••.L':rn :irid . l lv,; iys have ".hrec 
or more pco j j l e p resen ' for sa le l i i ; ; iny-or ie U) rlrivc- •.\:c iWi tc icro i t . ono !0 o l jserve 
and one or rnQri" to ritlG. 
» Observer in the I junt / ivatcrcrat t shou id kor;;-; [ l ie n iVi.v ^iv.nrir a ' the toivEtljtc 
ficter(s) s iPlus. 
« Always ktup) i l lookout for othei I joats/wnterc iaf ts . sv/ irnrncrs, lo'.vfltf lcs. ana 
ottier o b s t r j c t i o n s rn Ihc '.valor Sl.iy ,T.vnv (rorri o ther f jonts nnd per5gn.1l v/ator-
craft, docks , p i l ings. I)r idyt:s, 5!iailoi.v water nnd tl'<e ishore. 
•T l i e watercraft dr iver shou ld nvo id excRssiVD speed or sharp tu rns ivh ic i i m i g l n 
cause the toivni j ie to (l ip ov<;r. resu l i iny in ser ious in jury to Ihe nder. 
• Nei/cr exceed 20 mp l i wnen l o w m y ruluHs or 15 rnph VJII\\ c tu ldren. 
• Use 0 low rope spcci f ico l ly d t is igncd tor t)i<? WEC^O 
• Never opDrate ihe bo.iL-\vatcicralt or r ide the lo^'j.'^lilc undc i ' U L inJi i j i j i ice of a lcohol 
or olher d rugs . 

• Never place wr is ts or feet th rough Ihe handles or l o w i n g h n m c s s . 
• Riders shou ld keep a r m s and feet out of the v.ntcr. 
• Do not exceed the manutag iu rc rs rccon imcnt led clumber or r iders lo r your 
pari icular lube . 

• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs average tensi le s t rcny t l i for pu l l i i ty a s ing le 
person, 2375 lt>s aver^age tonsite s t rength lor pu l l i ng IvJO peop le , 3350 l l i s Average 

P<A^A .̂ 

Photo 17 is the front cover ofthe towable owner's manual. 

http://per5gn.1l
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! o l 3 l An ioun l OLIC S27&.45 

Photo 18 is the receipt for the purchase ofthe kite tube by exchanging the "Big Mable 
Tube" for credit toward "Wego Kite Tube." 

J ^ x ^ • ^^^ ., ^ s . . ^^^?^<;JS:^^^K 

2260 South Xanadu VVcjy 
Suite 255 
Aurora , CO 80014 

Photo 19 is the insurance investigator's card. 

i n c 

(303)338-1015 
'Pax: 1.303) 338-1018 
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APPENDIX VII-D-7 MEDICAL RECORDS DISCLOSURE FORM 

II.S. CONSTJMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR MEDICAL RECORDS DISCLOSURE 
Ttiis form authorizes relea.se of information in accordance with the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability 
Act, 45 C.F.R. Parts 160 and 164, 5 U.S.C. 552a, and 38 U.S.C. 5701 and 7332. 1 understand that my disclosure of 
the information requested on this form is voluntary. I fiirther understand that the Social Security Number will be 
used to locate records for release and if not voluntarily furnished completely and accurately, the health or medical 
facility will be unable to comply with the request. 

TO WHOM IT 
I request and authorl 
healt/i or medical fal 
infonnation and cop| 

Patient Nai 

Relationshii 

Patient Socil 

(name qf 
•t Safety Commission all 
0 (my caseXthe case of) 

including, but not limited to, medical history, physical reports, laboratory reports and pathological slides, 
and X-ray reports and films. 

AUTHORIZATION: I certify that this request has been made freely, voluntarily and without coercion 
and that the infonnation given above is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge. I understand 
that I will receive a copy ofthis form after I sign it. I may revoke this authorization, in writing, at any 
time except to the extent that action has already been taken to comply with it. Written revocation is 
effective upon receipt by the unit or office at the facility housing the records. Redisclosure of my medical 
records by those receiving ttte above authorized information may be accomplished without my fiurther 
written authorization and my records mayjio longer be protected. Without my express revocation, the 
authorization will automatically expirei^nj^pon satisfaction ofthe need for disclosure; (2) on 

(date supplteaoy patient); or (3) under the following conditions: 

ON AUTHORIZED TO SIGN FOR PATIENT) 

(WITNESS) 

CPSC FORM NO 170 

http://relea.se
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NEWS from CPSC 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Office of Information and Public Affairs Washington, DC 20207 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Firm's Recall Hotline: (866) 831-5524 
July 13, 200.6 CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638-2772 
Release #06-210 CPSC Metdia Contact: (301) 504-7908 

SportsstuffWego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from Market after 
Reports of Deaths and Injuries 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consuiner Product Safety Cotnmission (CPSC), Sportsstuff, 
Inc., of Omaha, Nebraska is voluntarily recalling about 19,000 Wego Kite Tubes. 

CPSC staff is aware of 39 injury incidents with 29 of those resulting in medical treatment. Those injuries include a 
broken neck, punctured lung, chest and back injuries and facial injuries. Sportsstuff has received reports of two 
deaths in the United States and a variety of serious injuries. Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the cause 
of the incidents. Nevertheless, the company has withdrawn the kite tube from the market and is undertaking this 
voluntary recall out of an abundance of caution. 

The SportsstuffWego Kite Tube is a 10-foot-wide, circular, yellow inflatable watercraft designed to be towed 
behind a power boat. A rider in the tube becomes airborne by pulling on handles attached to the floor of the tube. 
Model 53-5000 is printed on the tube near the product valve. The floor ofthe tube has black caution warning 
stripes. The cover for the product bears a skull and crossbones and the statement "Never Kite higher than you are 
willing to fall." The tubes were imported and sold through marine distributors, mail order catalogs, and various 
retailers from approximately October 1, 2005 to July 11, 2006 for about $500 to $600. 

Consumers should immediately stop using the kite tubes and contact Sportsstuff at (866) 831-5524 between 8 
a.m. and 5 p.m. CST Monday through Friday to learn how to obtain free replacement products. Consumers can 
also visit the firm's Web site at wftww.sportsstuff.com for more information. 

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html 7/20/2006 

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html
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Send the link for this page to a friend! The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting 
the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products 
under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the 
nation more than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from 
products that pose a fire, electncal, chemical, or mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to 
ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household 
chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with 
consumer products over the past 30 years. 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or CPSC's 
teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at www.cpsc.gov/talk.html. To join a CPSC email 
subscription list, please go to www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp. Consumers can obtain this release and recall 
information at CPSC's Web site at www.cpscgov. 

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html 7/20/2006 

http://www.cpsc.gov/talk.html
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp
http://www.cpscgov
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html


Tasi< No.: 060705HBB3646 

STATUS OF MISSING DOCUMENT 

The purpose ofthis record is to notify the reader that the following document(s), which is/are 
missing from this report, will not be collected. 

1. Park Ranger Report 

2 Medical Records 

3. 

The investigator indicates in the report that he/she requested a copy ofthe above listed 
document(s), but the document(s) was/were not yet available when the investigation report was 
completed. The investigator intended to forward the document(s) for attachment to this report 
when the requested material was obtained. 

The investigator has made numerous attempts, since the original request, to collect a copy ofthe 
requested document(s) but has not been successful. Because ofthe problems associated with the 
collection ofthis material and our limited investigation resources, no additional efforts will be 
made to collect the missing document(s). 

We apologize for any inconvenience the missing data may cause you. 

Date: July 20, 2006 Investigator No.: _ ? ^ 

Regional Office: Supervisor No.: 
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STATE OF COLORADO 

INCIDENT REPORT 
Reporting Agency: 

DPOR-PUE 

Incident Report No.; 

PUE-06-072 

Location: 

MID LAKE 

Geo-Code: 

02 

Connecting Citation(s): 

Date Occured: 

6/10/2006 

Incident Type: 

Time Occured: 

4:40 PM 

Date Reported: 

6/10/2006 

Time Reported: 

4:40 PM 

Referral: 

Vehicle Section: 

Vessel Section: 
Year: 

2006 

Make: 

REGAL 

Model: 

2200 

Style: Color (Top/Bottom): 

WHITE/RED 

Vessel Type: 
OPEN MOTOR BOAT 

Propulsion Type: Hull. Mat: Fuel: 

Report: PXJE-06-072 



.Snowmobile Section: 

Off Highway Vehicle Section: 

Evidence Section: 

Property Section: 

Narrative: On June 10, 2006 I, Officer McBrayer, was on boat patrol with Officer Mount at Lake 
Pueblo State Park in Pueblo County, Colorado. At approximately 4:40 PM 1 received a 
radio call from Pueblo SherifTs Office Dispatch diat a female had been injured on a boat at 
the North Shore Marina. We arrived at the North Shore Marina no-wake buoy line and were 
waved down by a boater. The boater kne>y where the injured party was. We followed the 
tioat and found the victim between Peck Creek Cove and Kettle Creek Cove on a 2006 
Regal, CL5964GA. 

The victim, later identified a^W^pW^WI^^^HI^^^^^^^^ was lying on the tioat's 
stem swim platform. She was being held and stabilized by the boat's occupants. She was in 
extreme pain. I was informed that she had a leg or hip injury. I contacted OfiScer King and 
Officer Nelson, an EMT, and told them to meet us at the west end of Hobie Cat. We arrived 

Bspital by AMR-

)B: 02-09-53) was operating 
till IIII It il tin liiiii nl tin iiiiiliiit I ^ ^ ^ ^ J iiilil nn Ih ii the boat was pulling a kite tube. 
Virginia, his daughter, was riding the tube. He said the tube left the water, as it is designed 
to do, and rose into the air approximately 10 feet. The tube then tumed nose down and hit 
tbe water. He estimated the speed ofthe boat at approximately 20 mph. He said he thought 
that Virginia's leg was caught in the tube and was twisted upon Impact. 

?lintered and fractured her right femiu'. No citations were issued. 

Reporting Party Signature: I affirm this information is true and correct ParkArea: 
Lake Pueblo State Park 

Officer No.: Last Name: 
609 

aature: 
y^^'^^^^^A---A7uAJmaf^c^ _ 5̂  

Supervisor No.: Assigned To Officer: 
609 

Report: PUE-06-072 2 of 2 Pages 
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Nami 

Addn 
City 
State 
Zip 
Email 
Telepl 
Nam' 
Victi 
Victi 
Victi 
Victi 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: I was riding a wego kite tube when it suddenly and violently nose dived into the water. The 
result was a splintered femur and I was in 
the hospital for 9 days 

Victim's age at time of incident = 26 
Victim's sex = Female 
Date of incident = 06-11-06 
Product involved = wego kite tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = sportstuff 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 
Date product purchased = may 06 
Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public 
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... 
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This Investigation was initiated by a news clip involving the drowning 
death of a man riding on an inner tube being pulled behind a boat at 
Pyrannid Lake, California. All information in this report was obtained 
from the Sheriff's Dept. This incident involved a fatality. (Source 
Document N0670003A). 

On 6/22/06 I met with the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Dept. at 
Pyramid Lake, Gorman, California. Pyramid Lake is located in a 
remote area, next to Interstate 5 (take Smokey Bear exit), between 
the town of Gorman and Valencia, in Los Angeles County, CA. It offers 
boating, fishing, and picnicking. 

The victim was 38 year old man, of unknown medical or physical 
conditions. Per the sheriff's report, the victim's wife stated that this 
was the first time her husband had been on the kite tube. They had 
been on the boat since 11:00 that morning. The victim's wife stated 
that the victim had not been drinking. It is also unknown if the victim 
had any other experience with inner tubes or rafts or if he had any 
medical conditions. It is unknown how long the victim had been towed 
behind the boat before the accident. It is unknown if the victim was 
wearing any life of life jacket or vest. 

The driver of the boat pulling the kite raft stated that this was his first 
time pulling this type of tube. He stated to the sheriff that he had 
about 20 years of boating experience. 

The driver of the boat that had been towing the victim and all 
witnesses to the accident would not speak to this investigator due to 
the pending criminal charges being filed against the boat driver. 

On 5/29/06, at approximately 11:40 am, the victim was being pulled 
behind a boat as he rode on top of an inflatable kite raft. The weather 
was clear, the water calm, wind was at 7-14 mph, visibility good and 
the air temperature was 70 degrees and the water temperature was 
67 degrees. The boat and kite raft were in one of the numerous finger 
type coves at the lake called Brazos Cove. This cove runs North/South 
and is approximately 350 yards wide for most of the cove. The victim 
was heading northbound being towed behind a 20 foot open bow 
motor boat. The victim was laying flat on the raft, holding onto the 
two handles attached to the top of the raft. 
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The driver of the boat stated he was going about 20 MPH and was 
watching the victim riding on the kite raft. The kite raft was bouncing 
3-4 feet into the air and was going side to side over his trailing wake. 
The driver stated that he was looking back and to the front and was 
not maintaining a constant watch forward. The length of the tow rope 
was 63 feet in length. 

I t was at this time when another motor boat was heading southbound 
towards the victim. The driver of the victim's boat stated the next 
thing he saw off to this port (left side) was the other boat heading 
southbound. He stated that he was so close that he had to alter his 
course or collide with the other boat. The driver made a right turn and 
looked back at the victim who came across his trailing wake, bouncing 
into the air and then strike the bow of the other boat. The driver of 
the second boat realized the closing distance the victim and his boat 
were making on them and he felt his best course was to go into 
neutral and hope the victim on the tube would miss his boat. 

The driver pulling the victim then stated the next thing he saw was the 
tube explode and come over the bow area of the other boat. The 
victim was in the water, unknown injuries, and someone was helping 
him. The driver of the boat placed the victim in his boat and took him 
to the main boat launch ramp for help. 

The victim was air lifted to a trauma hospital in Mission Hills, 
California. He was treated by the emergency room doctor and was 
pronounced dead at 1240 hours. 

The deputy stated witnesses told him that the raft was skimming 
across the water, bouncing 3 to 4 feet high, and that it was not up in 
the air. 

The operator of the boat pulling the victim was subsequently arrested and 
is being charged for 191.5 Penal Code Manslaughter and 665 (e) 
operation of a vessel while under the influence of alcohol causing 
death to another. 
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SAMPLE COLLECTION: 

None 

PRODUCT EXAMINATION: 

None. Product was not available. The inflatable kite raft is being held 
in the evidence locker at the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department, 
23740 Magic Mountain Parkway, Valencia, CA. 

PRODUCT INDENTIFICATION # 1 : 
(This information was obtained from the photograph the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff's Dept. took of the Incident raft right after the accident. 

Obtained from the Manufacturer website: www.sportsstuff.com 

Product Type: Kitetube 
Brand: Wego Kite Tube 
Model Number: 53-5000 
Manufacturer: Sportsstuff Inc. 
Retailer: Unknown 
Suggested Retail Price: $599.95 (Manufacturer website) 

Features: 

• 120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer 
configuration 

• 840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating 
• Computerized double stitched sewing 
• Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and 

adjustment 
• Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked 
• Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting 

cockpit 
• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum 

connector 
• Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
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Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and 
neoprene padding 
8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard 
Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls 
Reflective Safety piping on all handles and on the outside 
top taping 
Variable loops for detachable leash use 
Panoramic see through double windows 
Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope 
High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow 

Manufacturer: Sportsstuff Incorporated 
11213 E. Circle #A, Omaha, NE 68137 
Telephone: (402) 592-9085 
Fax: (402) 592-1354 
Website: www.sportsstuff.com 

PRODUCT STANDARDS: 

Unknown standards. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION #2: 

Product Type: Tow rope 
Brand: Unknown 
Model Number: Unknown 
Manufacturer: Unknown 
Retailer: Unknown 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
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CONTACTS: PURPOSE & RESULTS 

Sheriff's Dept.: Obtained incident scenario information 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Exhibit #1 
Exhibit #2 
Exhibit #3 
Exhibit #4 
Exhibit #5 
Exhibit #6 
Exhibit #7 
Exhibit #8 

Respondent Identifiers 
Photograph 
Sheriff's Department Vessel Accident Report 
Manufacturer Website 
Product Manual 
Product Towable Owner's Manual 
Manufacturer Website Registration Domain 
Missing Document Form 
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RESPONDENT IDENTIFIERS: 

Victim: 

Driver # 1 : 
Towing victim 

Drive #2: 
Boat Victim hit 

Police Report: Los Angeles County Sheriff's Dept. 
23740 Magic Mountain Parkway, Valencia, CA 91355 

Lake Property: Pyramid Lake (Los Angeles County) California 
Deputy: Hardy 
Telephone: 661-255-1121 



060707CWE5439 

Exhibit # 2 - 1 Photograph 

Exhibit 2.1 Digital photograph taken of sheriff's dept. photograph of 
the inflatable raft involved in the collision where the rider was killed. 
The original sheriff's photograph was taken on the dock at Pyramid 
Lake, after the accident. Photograph identifies the raft involved in the 
incident as a Sportsstuff Wego Kite tube. 
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SPORTSSTUFF. 

WEGO KITE TUBE OWNER'S MANUAL 
Important information is enclosed in this manuai. Please read these materials 

prior to assembling and using this product. Keep for future reference. 

For questions on assembly, parts or warranty, contact the experts at 
Sportsstuff. DO NOT RETURN this product to the storel 

Contact us TOLL FREE: 888-814-8833 (USA) (6am-5pm, CST Mon day-Friday) 

Congratulations on your new towable purchase! Sportsstuff prides itself in making the 
most innovative inflatable products on the planet Your high performance towable is 
designed to provide an exciting and unique riding experience for the whole family. 

AWARNINGA 

< / 

i \ RELEASE OF LIABILITY A 

By assembling and Inflating the Kite Tube, you agree that you have read 
and understand the entire Sportsstuff's product manual, Including all 
instructions and warnings contained in that material prior to using the 
Kite Tube. You additionally agree that you wrlll ensure any additional or 
subsequent users of the Kite Tube will read and understand the entire 
owner's manual, t^lsuse or Improper use of the Kite Tube could result In 
risks, dangers and tiazards wtiich may result in serious injury or death. 
The risks and dangers that may be encountered through the Improper 
use of the Kite Tulw can be avoided by reading and following the warning 
guidelines listed within the owner's manual and by proper use of the Kite 
Tube. Your assembly and use of this product shall tie evidence of your 
agreement, to the fullest extent permitted by law, to properiy follow the 
instrtictions and abide by the wamings set forth within the product manual. 
Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube shall also constitute a release, to 
the extent permitted by law, by you and by any third party permitted by 
you to use, in any manner, the Kite Tube, to Sportsstuff from any and all 
liability for any loss, damage. Injury and/or expense that you or any user 
of the Kite Tube may suffer as a result of the use of the Kite Tube. This 
release shall extend to any loss, damage. Injury or expense due to any 
cause whatsoever, including negligence or breach of contract on the part 
of Sportsstuff and/or any party participating In the design and/or manufac
ture of ttie Kite Tube. The terms of this release shall be effective and 
binding upon you, your heirs, next of kin, executors, administrators, 
assigns and representatives. Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube 
stiall constitute your agreement to assume and accept any or all known 
or unknown risks of injury to you and/or to third parties through the use 
of the Kite Tube. Sportsstuff and related parties have not made and here
by expressly deny any oral or written representation and/or warranty, 
including warranty for a particular purpose, other than what Is set forth 
herein and in the Sportsstuff's Kite Tube manual. 
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A KITE TUBE DESCRIPTION . 

Away Wego! "Kite Tubing", the mystery of flying, becomes a reality. The 
Kite Tube creates an air pocket on the under carriage bottom that 
enables lift via ground effect and the aerodynamic shape. Be prepared to 
reach new heights! Spend the summer gaining experience riding the Kite 
Tube. The Kite Tube is designed to glide, soar, and fly. You can use it like 
a regular deck tube in the whips, figure eights, and circles. It "kites" the 
best In a straight boat pattern Into the wind and will rise out of the water 
slowly or quickly based on the rider weight, wind and tioat speed. Expect 
the unexpected! The basic idea behind the Kite Tube is simple; The Kite 
rider kneels or stands on the tube that Is tethered to the tow boat. As the 
boat moves forarard Into the wind, the Kite and the rider rise up from the 
water's surface to perform a water ballet in the air with the rider balanc
ing on top. Kite Tubing Is not as dangerous as some extreme sports, 
however it can be more dangerous than regular tubing with the added 
dimension of height. In Kite Tubing, safety has to be taken seriously. 
EVERYONE is a beginner, regardless of previous experience. Read all 
instruction and warnings before using the Kite Tube. Start slow and begin 
by using the 45 foot section of the Included tow rope. 

A K I T E TUBE SPECIFICATIONS A 

• 120 inch inflated diameter(10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration. 
• 840D nylon double cover with pu coating( full body cover). 
• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy 
tow rope connection. 
• Computerized double-stitched sewing. 
• Multiple mesh bar-tacked drain ports. 
• Nylon zippered openings for bladder Insertion and adjustment. 
• Parallel slotting system with footsteps and neoprene padding for comfort. 
• Reflective piping on all handles and on the outside top taping. 
• Various loops for use of detachable leash(s). 
• Panoramic see-through double windows. 
• High visibility red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard 
and caution accent striping. 
• Easily seen bold, billtioanj-style graphics. 
• Skull graphics is a reminder to pay attention and not to fool around, 
take nothing for granted. 
• Two heavy duty pvc bladders, one supports the outer ring and the 
other Is the slotting system cockpit for the rider Both have speed safety 
valves for easy Inflation/deflation. 
• Leash with two sponge bails is Included. 
• Segmented tow rope is Included. Adjustable length style In 45, 55, and 
65 foot lengths. 
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.KITE TUBE ASSEMBLY AND INFLATION A 

Proper Inflation is key to the optimum performance of this towable. The 
tube Is designed to fit snugly In the cover, and there sliould be no wrinkles 
In the cover when the tube is properly inflated. 

I M P R O P E R INFLATION P R O P E R INFLATION 

Photo "A" shows a severely underinflated tube. Note how the adult sinks 
In when standing on the tube. Under-inflation causes the towable to sit 
low in the water Additional stress Is applied to the tube, cover, rope and 
boat/watercraft, by being dragged through the water instead of pulled 
across It. This stress causes trie air in tubes to be displaced and the tutie 
may rupture. The same stress causes nylon covers to tear and ropes to 
stretch. The boat/watercraft cannot plane off and extra gas Is consumed. 

Photo "B " shows a properiy Inflated tube. Note how the cover is taut with 
few wrinkles, and how the adult barely sinks in when standing on the 
tutie. This tube would ride high on ttie water, providing you with an exciting 
ride - less stress on the tube, cover, rope, and boat/watercraft. Proper 
Inflation will Insure a longer life-span for your product. 

Inflation Maintenance: 
Finally, It is not enough to simply fill it up and go! It is important to moni
tor ttie amount ot air in this product as heat will cause the bladder to 
expand, possibly causing damage to the seams or I-beams. Don't let it 
sit on the beach, dock, or boat/watercraft full of air! If it is stored out of 
the sun in a cool place, you may need to add air. Check and adjust infla
tion levels each time you use your tube. You'll have more fun, and your 
toys will last longer 

The best air pumps to use are; 

• l lOv electric; 2.5 psi (model #57-1504A) or 3.0 psi (model #57-1508) 
• Hand/foot pump specifically for towables; LPl (model #57-1003) 
• 12v pumps (model #57-1510) can also iDe used but a their maximum 
output is only .8 psi so a secondary pump such as the Sportsstuff LPl 
hand pump (model #57-1003) will need to be used. 
• Leaf Blower 
• Vacuum with two-way switch 

http://WegoKiteTubeKar.ual2005.qxia
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Your WEGO towable is equipped with the Speed Safety Valve pictured 
below: 

'tl 

Speed Safety Valve - A hybrid valve utilizing the best of 
both the Oversized Safety Valve and the Speed Valve. Pulls 
out for fast Inflation/deflation, then can be pushed In flush 
with the tube. For use with standard electric pumps, shop 
vac, wet vac, leaf blowers, and vacuums with a 2-way 
switch for fast tnfiaton/deflation. 

Secure the valve by firmly Inserting the bottom portion of the vah/e into 
the base. To Inflate, open only the top portion of the valve. Using the 
hose from your Inflator, inflate through the top opening of the valve. 

The optimal Inflator Is a 2.5 psl or higher electric pump. You may also use 
a 1.1 or 3.0 psl pump. Using the 12v pump (model #57-1510) followed by 
the LPl hand pump (model #57-1003) to top off the unit takes atmut 3.5 
minutes. The 1.1 psi 110v pump followed by using the LPl hand pump ' 
(model #57-1003) to top off the unit will Inflate the WEGO In a few min
utes. The 2.5 electric pump (model #57-1504A) will Inflate the WEGO In just 
over 3 minutes. The 3.0 pump (model #57-1508) will inflate the WEGO in as 
little as 2 minutes. 

Please call Sportsstuff at 1 -888-814-8833 to order directly. 

1. Open the box and locate Owner's manual information and Instructional 
DVD. 
2. Review owner's manual and instructional DVD first and stiare the Infor-

_ f -\ mation with all other users and or spotters. _;: ^_ 
^ ^ 3. Locate a flat, wide-open, clean and clear area to open and assemble ^ -̂  

the product. 
4. Unfold the nylon cover so the yellow cover with winged skulls is com
pletely unfolded along with slotting system cockpit. 
5. Please notice the bladders have already been assembled in the cover. 
There are two valves total. One on the slotting portion and another on the 
outside ring. 
6. Locate and open the padded valve cover on the slotting portion (cock
pit area). Open the valye and Inflate until firm and the cover is wrinkle free 
and taut. It may be necessary to adjust the cover to fit the inflation holes. 
Use the zippered openings in the cover to adjust bladder position if nec
essary. 
7. Close valve completely and secure valve cover. 
8. Locate the valve on the outer ring and repeat steps 6-7. 
9. Please note that the window panels are not supported by an internal 
bladder, so stay off of this portion of the cover. 
10. With assistance, carefully lift the unit Into water. 
11. Do not drag across harsh surfaces, as this will damage the unit. 
12. Once at the water entry point attach tow rope to unit and hook up to 
the boat. Make sure leash Is attached to the nose loop. 
13. Enjoy your Kiting experience. 

4-
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PLEASE NOTE OVER INFLATION WILL CAUSE THE BLADDER TO HAVE 
A CONCAVE EFFECT ON THE UNDERSIDE, CAUSING THE KITE TUBE 
TO SUBMARINE. 

PLEASE NOTE UNDER INFLATION WILL CAUSE KITE TUBE TO NOT 
PERFORM fiS DESIGNED. WHEN KITING, YOU CAN TELL VISUALLY IF 
YOU ARE CORRECTLY INFLATED 

Proper Inflation means you'll have a wonderful flight experience, so fol
low the above Instructions closely. 

AKITE TUBE CARE AND MAINTENANCEA 

• You may clean your towable using a soap and water or mild detergent. 
• You should inspect your unit frequently for wear and tear If you need 
parts replacement please contact Sportsstuff 1-888-814-8833. 
• Before each use always check inflation, tow connection and boat con
nection. 
• After using the Kite Tube do not leave out in direct sunlight, but keep in 
a shaded area. 
• When the unit Is not in use NEVER leave this unit is direct Sunlight at 
any time. 
• The strong UV rays will quickly destroy and downgrade the nylon cover 
and age the materials prematurely. 
• Monitor and adjust bladder pressure on warm days. 
• Never use strong cleaning agents. 

_ ^ \ _ • The towable, when clean and dry, can be deflated and stored in a cool, _ ^ \ _ 
~ ^ ^ dry area out of direct sunlight (In between uses and at the end of the ~ ^ ^ 

boating season.) 
• To deflate, simply open red valve. 
• Avoid storing this product In areas of extreme temperatures and please 
take precautions against animals and rodents. 
• Bright colored fabric covers used on the towables may bleed or fade 
when initially wet. Protect all boat interiors, docks and car interiors from 
possible staining. 

VKITE TUBE TETHER TOW ROPE A 

We have Included a new style tether tow nape for use with the Kite Tutie. 
Overall the tow rope Is 65 foot length, but can be adjusted to 55 foot 
length and 45 foot length. Since the Kite Tube is unlike any previous tow
able tube with the added dimension of sustained height. We believe that 
the boat driver, rider and spotter are all tieginners. We recommend the 
following to get the hang of Kiting, how the Kite reacts tieing towed by 
the boat, how the wind affects the flight while being ridden by different 
size riders. Experience Is the best teacher. 

Step one; BEGINNER LEVEL 
All beginners start with 45 foot tow rope to get some experience. Use at 
least 12 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use. 

http://WegoKiteTubeKar.uai2005.qxd
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Step two; INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 
All intermediates can increase rope length to 55 foot to get more experi
ence. Use at least 24 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use. 

Step three; MASTER LEVEL. 
All masters can Increase length to 65 foot to get more experience. 

You can spend all summer gaining experience Kiting and really still not 
have experienced all thlrigs, wind speed, rider weight and boat speed 
create many variables (different kinds of watercraft, lack of wind) etc. 
Attach the Kite Tube Tether tow rope to the aluminum connector on the 
tube and to a towable hook on the rear of the boat. We recommend you 
use a low tow point on the rear transom of the boat or tow hook. 

AKITE TUBE HEIGHT INSTRUCTIONA 

NEVER KITE HIGHER THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO FALL 

Just think of the fall, in normal tubing you can get thrown off and go up 
to 15 to 20 foot high, but in kiting you are already at a certain height 
above the water and can get thrown higher At a boat speed of 10 and 20 
mph the water gets harder the faster and higher you go so control the 
boat speed and tube height and watch out for gusty and cross winds. 
Many bodies of water have natural barriers or wind breaks, be aware of 
these situations. Due to the height factor, you must use the Kite Tube in 
waters at least 6 feet deep (a guideline could be 1 foot of water depth for 
every foot of tube height). For best kiting use against the wind In stralght-

/; ̂ _ line runs. _ r \ _ 

ARIDER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING A 

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules; 

• Avoid gusty and cross winds, use in light to moderate steady winds. 
• Gusts and cross winds can cause this product to experience sudden 
changes In height or direction. 
• Use in at least 6 feet of water depth, the higher you Kite, the deeper 
the water should tie. 
• Never use in shallow waters. 
• Boat driver, spotter and rider are all beginners, take it easy, learn In 
light steady wind, start slow. 
• Your body weight is a factor on balance and control, shifting helps to 
control kiting (rider is ballast). 
• Have pre-ride discussion with rider, driver and spotter 
• Never Kite higher than you're willing to fall. 
• Into a steady wind, flight occurs more easily. 
• With the wind, flight is not so easy. 
• Based on rider weight, a lighter person will Kite easier than heavier per
son. 
• Do not over-estimate your ability. Kiting takes a practiced level of skill. 
• Keep tube's nose up when starting out, pull back on the ball/leash to 
help hold the nose up until the boat reaches planing speed. 
• Rider safety is In the hands of the boat driver and spotter. 
• Stay 100 yards from stiore, avoid other boat traffic, power lines and 
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Other immovable objects. 
• Be aware of natural wind breaks and barriers that change the wind 
flow. 
• Use rear transom tow point. Using higher tow point means the Kite can 
Kite higher 
• Maximum 1 rider capacity 
• Do not exceed 200 pound niaximum weight or 100 pounds minimum, 
be at least 12 years of age and a height of 5 feet or more. 
• Balance to minimize movement while airborne. Too much movement 
can cause the Kite Tube to become wobbly and overturn. Maintain a 
good center of gravity. 
• 10 and 2 o'clock are the best control hand positions. 
• Hang time. Kite time, can be 1 second or many minutes. 
• Length of hang time depends on the wind, boat speed and rider 
weight. 
• A straight boat heading into the wind creates the optimum Kiting per
formance. 
• Ballet performance is what you are looking for (up and down). 
• Use the large panoramic window to see the boat and to view rider 
height. 
• Force the tube down by pushing your weight down with a swift, sitting 
motion. 
• Use your position within the slotting system cockpit to adjust pitch, or 

' the angle by which the nose of the tube is inclined up or down from the 
horizontal. 
• Use the handles to adjust left to right balance. 
• Utilize a combination of foot and hand positions to accommodate the 

^ N_ current wind and boat speed conditions. r -\ 
~ t 7~ . D o not use this tube if you are pregnant, could be pregnant, or If you ~^ ^ 

have neck or back problems. 
• Raise arms above head following a spill to signify to the boat driver 
and spotter that you are okay. 
• A rider that falls or Is ejected should try to fall away from the Kite Tube. 
• Experience safe Kiting. 

ABOAT DRIVER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING j 

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules; 

• Driver should be at least 16 years of age and pass a coast guard 
approved boating course. 
• Utilize a large, wide angle, rear view mirror (20 inch width) to keep eye 
on Kite elevation. 
• Slow speed to reduce height, a sudden gust of wind can send the rider 
up to 20 feet high or more in half a second. 
• Maintain constant communication with spotter about the Kite Tube and 
its performance. 
• Adjust boat speed to reduce the height of the Kite Tube. 
• The Kite Tube Is unlike any other towable tube, It can sustain flight at 
various heights for long periods of time. 
• Wind, boat speed, rider weight and length of rope are big variables in 
Kiting performance. 
• Pay attention and adjust the boat speed frequently to fit the conditions. 
You are the director. 
• Never Kite higher than you want the rider to fall, adjust your speed. 
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• Avoid excessive boat speed at all times. 
• Have pre-ride meeting with spotter and rider to discuss the type of ride 
to be given. 
• Detemiine the best conditions for Kite tubing based on rider weight, 
boat speed and wind speed. 
• Give-way to all other watercraft, especially sailboats. 
• The Kite Tube can sustain flight with steady head wind and boat speed. 
Head into the wind 
• Be aware of cross winds and wind gusts. 
• Use the large, panoramic window to monitor and communicate with the 
rider 
• Don't gamble with rider safety. Driver must accept 100% responsibility 
for the safety of the rider 
• Instruct the rider to lean back and pull on the leash to keep the nose 
up until the boat and tutie plane out, as the boat planes out and the tube 
rises out of the water, there will be almost no drag on the boat. 
• Most boating accidents happen in less than 2 seconds. 
• Reaction time varies from 120 to 255 feet of boat length. 
• Do not be in-attentive. Do not let your mind wander Focus on what you 
are doing 
• Never use the Kite Tube with wind forces so strong that you are unable 
to maintain control. 
• Don't Kite in electrical storms. 
• The Kite Tube is an air foil of extremely limited capabilities with regard 
to wind and turbulence. 
• Instruct all riders of rules and warnings, plus how to ride. 
• In riding position, the rider and tube are at a 45° angle to the water's 

, V surface. , -, 
V 7~ • Avoid floating objects and all immovable objects. ~ t j 

• All riders should be towed at speeds that allow for reasonable control. 
• Avoid submarining the towable when first starting out or on spills. 
• Slow boat down to 5 mph to turn around and pick up the rider 
• In many cases when the rider falls off, the Kite will continue to be air
borne 
• Don't be a gunner; slamming the throttle forward and forgetting about 
the towable and your rider Focus 
• In no-wind conditions, use zig-zags, whips, figure eights and circles 
that the Kite Tube will Kite in, but remember the Kite Tube is designed to 
Kite into the wind. 
• Do not throw away your owners manual or DVD. You must review peri
odically and especially when allowing others to use or borrow your Kite 
Tube. 
• Unlike most towables that ride on the water's surface and have tremen
dous drag, when the Kite Tube Is Kiting or flying there Is almost no drag 
and the boat has a tendency to go faster, so watch out for this effect (a 
lot of drag to no drag). 
• Don't overload your boat with a lot of passengers. 
• Like many towables, rider balance too far forward can cause towable 
to nose under This Is called submarining. When the you start moving for
ward, make sure the rider holds the leash on the tube to help keep the 
nose up during takeoff, till the boat reaches planing speed and lift occurs 
on the Kite Tulie. If the boat driver, spotter and rider are not paying atten
tion, the towable could nose in. This causes the submarine effect, which 
results In the towable acting like an anchor Reduce speed immediately, ' 
otherwise you will create too much drag on the tioat and tulie, causing 
something to break. 
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• Pay attention when starting out to prevent this effect. Let's say every
thing goes right and the Kite Tube and rider are traveling at a sustained 
height above the water and the rider falls off. The Kite might continue its 
flight or crash down into the water. We suggest that you stow the boat 
down to 5mph, otherwise the towable might again act lil<e a submarine, 
because it is upside down or wind conditions have forced it into a weird 
position where it cannot be towed at any speed other than 5 mph. 
• It is the obligation of the boat driver to operate the boat in responsible 
safe manner and not try to "dump the rider". 
• Experience safe Kiting. 

< / 

A SUBMARINE EFFECT WARNING A 

LIKE MANY TOWABLES, A RIDER'S BALANCE TOO FAR FORWARD CAN 
CAUSE TOWABLE TO NOSE UNDER. THIS WE CALL SUBMARINING. 
WHEN THE BOAT DRIVER STARTS FORWARD, HE OR SHE SHOULD 
MAKE SURE THE RIDER HOLDS THE LEASH TO HELP KEEP THE NOSE 
UP DURING TAKEOFF TILL THE BOAT REACHES PLANING SPEED AND 
LIFT OCCURS ON THE KITE TUBE. IF THE BOAT DRIVER, SPOTTER 
AND RIDER ARE NOT PAYING ATTENTION THE TOWABLE COULD NOSE 
IN. THIS CAUSES THE SUBMARINE EFFECT, WHICH RESULTS IN THE 
TOW/^BLE ACTING LIKE AN ANCHOR. REDUCE SPEED IMMEDIATELY, 
OTHERWISE YOU WILL CREATE TOO MUCH DRAG ON THE BOAT /VND 
TUBE CAUSING THE SOMETHING TO BREAK. PAY ATTENTION, WHEN 
STARTING OUT TO PREVENT THIS EFFECT. 
LET'S SAY, EVERYTHING GOES RIGHT AND THE KITE TUBE AND RIDER 
ARE TRAVELING A SUSTAINED HEIGHT ABOVE THE WATER AND THE 
RIDER FALLS OFF. THE KITE MIGHT CONTINUE ITS FLIGHT OR CRASH 
DOWN INTO THE WATER. WE SUGGEST YOU SLOW THE BOAT DOWN 
TO 5MPH, OTHERWISE THE TOWABLE MIGHT AGAJN ACT UKE A SUB
MARINE BECAUSE IT IS UPSIDE DOWN OR WIND CONDITIONS HAVE 
FORCED IT INTO A WEIRD POSITION WHERE IT C/VNNOT BE TOWED AT 
ANY SPEED OTHER THAN 5 MPH. BOAT DRIVER SHOULD TURN TO 
PICK UP RIDER AND START ALL OVER AGAIN. 
IT IS THE OBLIGATION OF THE BOAT DRIVER TO OPERATE THE BOAT 
IN RESPONSIBLE SAFE MANNER AND NOT TRY TO "DUMP THE 
RIDER". THE KITE TUBE IS DESIGNED TO BE RIDDEN AT SAFE LEVEL 
WITHOUT HAVING TO HAVE SOME CRAZY BOAT DRIVER TRYING TO 
CREATE PROBLEMS. EXPERIENCE SAFE KITING. 

/ / 

A SPOTTER OR OBSERVER INSTRUCTION 

• Have watersports safety flag 
• Keep driver aware of other boating traffic, obstacles, etc 
• Keep driver aware of towable state and rider conditions and how the 
towable Is doing 
• Keep tow rapes from getting caught on protnislon from the boat 
• We have found that small megaphone helps to communicate with rider 
prior to takeoff and give last minute instructions 
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A WIND SPEED AND EFFECT A 

We are providing you with ttw following information to help you evaluate 
your current conditions before Kite tubing. 

Wind speed(mph) Wind effect 

0-1 smoke rises vertically 

2-3 direction o( the wind shown by smoke drift, but not 
by wind vanes 

4-7 wind felt on face: leaves rustle: ordinary wind vane 
moved by wind 

8-12 leaves and twigs in constant motion; wind extends a 

light flag 

13-18 raises dust, loose paper small tiranches are moved 

19-24 small trees in leaf begin to sway; crested wavelets 
form on inland waters 

25-33 large branches in motion; whistling heard in power 

lines; umbrella ditficutt lo use 

34-40 gale 

\ 7 ~ 41-47 stroriggale ~ \ 2 

48-55 storm 

56-63 violent storm 

64-f hurricane 

http://WegoKiteTubeMar.ual2005.qxd
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WARRANTY POLICY: 

Sportsstuff warrants, to the original purchaser only, that their high performance 
products, when used for normal recreational purposes, are free from defects in 
material and worttmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of pur
chase. This warranty does NOT cover, products for rental, for hire and other uses 
not considered for normal recreational purposes; nor punctures, cuts, abrasions in 
normal use. For prompt parts re|:^acement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstuff 
directly at 888-814-8833. Replacement parts are shipped within 48 hours of rat i f ica
tion IVlonday through Friday. Do not return to your dealer (USA ONLY). This warranty 
is only valid in the USA. 

If you have any questions about any Sportsstuff, Inc. product, replacement parts or 
locating a dealer in your area, contact us at: 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
Toll Free: 888-814-8833 
Tel: 402-592-9085 
Fax: 402-592-1354 
E-mail: customercare@sportsstuff.com 

Warranty registration is available on-line at: ht tp: / /www.sportsstuf f .com 

Prior authorization is required for returned merchandise. No credit will be given for a 
product that Is sent back without prior authorization from Sportsstuff, Inc. After 

- C A - receiving an authorization number, please ship retumed products to the followring _ £ ^ ^ 
V A address: V 2 

Sportsstuff, Inc. Return Center 
11213 E Circle. Suite A 
Omaha, NE 88137 
(Please label package with RA ft) 

mailto:customercare@sportsstuff.com
http://www.sportsstuff.com
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TOWABLE OWNER'S MANUAL 

Important in format ion is enc losed in th is manual . Please read these mater ials 
pr ior t o assembl ing and using th is product . Keep fo r future reference. 

For quest ions on assembly, par ts or warranty, con tac t the experts at 
Sportsstuf f . DO NOT RETURN th is p roduc t to the store! 

Contac t us TOLL FREE: 888-814-8833 (USA) (8am-5pm, CST Monday-Friday) 

Congratulations on your new towable purchase! Sportsstuff prides itself in making 
the most innovative inflatable products on the planet. Your high performance tow
able is designed to provide an exciting and unique riding experierwe for the whole 
family. 

I AWARNINGA , 
- A ^ ^ ° lessen your risk of serious injury or death, fo l low these rules: _ ^ ; : ^ 

• Not a lifesaving device. Never leave children unattended. Use only under comF>etent 
supervision. 
• Read the owner's manual carefully before using your Sportsstuff towable. 
• Not for use by children under six (12) years of age. 
• The watercraft driver is responsible for the towable and riders since the towable 
cannot be controlled by the rider(5). The rider(s) may not k>e able to see where 
he/she is going. 
• Always have an experienced watercraft driver at the helm and always have three 
or more people present for safe tubing-one to drive the watercraft, one to observe 
and one or more to ride. 
• Observer in the boat/watercraft should keep the driver aware of the towable 
rider(s) status. 
• Always keep a lookout for other boats/watercrafts, swimmers, towables, and 
other obstructions in the water. Stay away from other txiats and personal water-
craft, docks, pilings, bridges, shallow water and the shore. 
• The watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which might 
cause the towable to fiip over, resulting in serious iniury to the rider. 
• Never exceed 20 mph when towing adults or 15 mph with children. 
• Use a tow rope specifically designed for the WEGO 
• Never operate the boat/watercraft or ride the towable urnJer the influence of alcohol 
or other drugs. 
• Never place vifl-ists or feet through the tiandles or towing harness. 
• Riders should, keep arms and feet out of the water. 
• Do not exceed the manufacturers recommerxJed number of riders for your 
particular tube. 
• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs average tensile strength for pulling a single 
person, 2375 Ibs average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs average 
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tensile strength for pulling three people and 4100 Ibs average tensile strength for 
pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope should be at least 45 feet in 
length but not exceed 65 feet. 
• The stress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and will vary writh 
the weight of the passengers, design, and surface area of the tut>e. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type III (PFD) ski vest or as recom
mended by proper govemment authorities. 
• Use this product only on water. 
" Know your limits. Stop when you're t ired. Act responsibly. Be in good physical 
condition and be cautious in your use of this or any other towable. 
• Do not use this unit when it is under-inflated. The risks involved with this could 
include entrapment which may result in death or serious injury. 

The manufacturer, Sportsstuff, lr>c., does not have centred over the use of this product 
and assumes no liability therein. Under no circumstances is Sportsstuff or the seller, 
liable for any loss, damage, injury or expenses of any kind arising out of the use of 
this producL tt is the responsibility of the user to determine the proper suitability 
and safety of the product during normal use. This product is subject to age, wear 
and deterioration from use and weather conditions. We strongly recommend that 
you inspect the product on a regular basis. 

REPLACING PRODUCT PARTS: 

If a leak or problem is suspected with your tube, locate the vatves,deflate the item 
and remove the inflatable PVC bladder to inspect possible problem areas. Contact 
Sportsstuff warranty department for prompt parts replacement if a problem is 
located. For non-warranty parts replacement, follow the same procedure. When a 
replacement is received, follow the steps below: 

A A 1. Unfold the cover and lay the bladder out. 
2. Locate the bladder and the inflation valve. Carefully place the PVC bladder inside 
the cover of the product in the appropriate location. 
3. Line up the valve with the valve opening In the cover. 
4. Refer to the WEGO manual for further assembly information. 

/ / 

MAINTENANCE: 

Very little care is required for the bladder or cover. 
• You may clean your towable using soap and water or mild detergent. 
• Never use strong cleaning agents. 
• The towable, when clean and dry, can be deflated and stored in a cool, dry area 
out of direct sunlight. 
• To deflate, simply unfasten the entire valve from the base. 
• Avoid storing this product in areas of extreme temperatures and please take pre
cautions against animals and rodents. 
• Bright colored fabric covers used on the towable may bleed or fade when initially 
weL Protect all boat interiorc aiKl all other surfaces from possible staining. 

TOW ROPE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SPORTSSTUFF PRODUCTS: 

• The watercraft owner/operator is responsible for informing all the persons riding 
or using tow ropes of the WSIA Recommendations for tow ropes. Improper use of 
your tube and rope could result in serious injury or death. 
• Following are the WSIA (Water Sport Industry Association) Recommendations for 
tow ropes {Do not exceed recommended rider capacity for your tut>e): 
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Number of Riders Combined Weight of Riders Rope Tensile Strength 

One min lOOIbs - max 200 Ibs 1500 tbs 

• A standard tow rope should not exceed 65 feet. 
• The tow rope should be assembled in a manner appropriate for the watercraft 
and tow tutje. 
" Please check all rope connections for frays, cuts, sharp edges, knots and wear 
and tear before each use. Discard any ropes that appear to be worn. It is 
recommended that you replace each tow rope at the tieginning of the boatir>g season. 
• Tow ropes are subject to stretching during use. Please warn riders and persons 
in the boat/watercraft of the danger of ropes recoiling. 
• DO NOT place arms, legs or head in the handle section as serious injury may result 
• Ensure that the tow rope is free from all body parts prior to towing a rider and 
while the tut>e is in use. 
• Do not use a tow rope with a bungee material to pull skiers or riders. This type of 
apparatus could also result in serious injury or death to the tube rider or 
passengers in the boat/watercraft. 
• Ropes will deteriorate with direct sunlight exposure. Please store away from 
direct sunlight and discard any rope that is frayed, discolored or raveling. 
• Do not add hardware to this product that is not supplied by Sportsstuff. 
• Avoid the propeller and engine at all times. Should the rope become tartgted In 
the pn^el ler , shut off the engine and remove key from ignition before retrieving 
rope f rom propeller. 

AWARNING! GENERAL USE AND SAFETY: A 

• When using a Sportsstuff product, you are engaging in an exciting recreational 
activity with inherent risks. Act responsibly and only use your product wi th the 

A A awareness of and will ingness to accept the risks involved. p p 
• Read all instructions and warnings provided to you in this owner's manual and 
those printed on the producL Do not discard this manual. 
• As in any recreational activity, reckless use, misuse, inexperience and/or neglect 
of the proper equipment used may result in serious injury or death. 
• Visually inspect the towable and tow rope before each use. Do not use if. product 
or tow rope is damaged in any way. 
• This product is NOT for use by children under 12 years of age. 
• Never leave children unattended. Use only under competent supervision. 
• Sportsstuff products are NOT to be used for rental use. 
• Do not consume alcohol or other drugs white using this product. Even small 
quantities of alcohol and other drugs can impair judgment, balance, and coordination 
which can greatly affects one's pertormance. 
• Make sure all riders are wearing a U.S. Coast Guard Type 111 (PFD) approved life 
vest at at alt t imes. 
• Be conscraus of the weather conditions as weather changes can occur very c^iicWy. 
• Check with your state or kical govemment to leam their specific legal requirements 
concerning towables and towirig. 
• Use tow ropes that are designed specifically for towables with WSIA (Water 
Sports Industry Associatron) break strength guidelines. 

AWARNING! BOAT DRIVERS NOTICE: 

• The boat/watercraft driver has the ultimate responsibility for the safety of the 
riders. 
• Carefully survey the water t>efore you begin towing riders. 
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• Do Not pull a towable without a rider. A towable is designed to have a rider in 
order to balance the weight distribution of t tw product 
• Be aware of water conditions along with changes tn the weather. The condit ion 
of the water greatly influences ttie type of ride the rider will have. Please take into 
consideration the age and physical ability of your rider. 
• tt is the boat/wateroraft driver's responsibility to instruct the ridere how to ride a 
towable. The boat/watercraft driver should carefully instruct the ridere of potential 
risks and possible injury that may occur If they partake in careless behavior. 
• At the [beginning of the ride, carefully take the slack out of the tow rope. Never 
jerk start a towable. After the rider has signaled that he/she is ready, the driver can 
slowty bring the towable to a planing point. 
• Most towables will plane out at 10 to 20 mph, depending on the weight of the 
rider, tt is important to keep the nose of the item up until the item is planing. 
• The resistance of the product varies widely with these factore: boat speed, turns, 
water conditions, number of ridere and their weight, tovrable size, stiape and function. 
The boat/watercraft driver should adjust the boat speed to fit these situations to 
minimize resistance of the towable. 
• Use in wide, open spaces. Stay at least 100 yards from shallow water, shore, 
rocks, tx)ats, docks and buoys. Most accidents happen on turns and in congested 
areas. 
• The boat/watercraft driver determines the speed and ttte action of the towable in 
turns and when crossing the boat/watercraft wake. In the straight-a-ways, the 
tx)at/watercraft towing speed is the same as the towable speed. The towable 
Sf>eed will increase when the boat/watercraft makes a 90 to 180 degrees t um 
without increasing ttie tioat/watercraft speed, tf the boat/watercraft speed is 20 
mph, the towable speed can be 30-40 mph. The "slirtgshot effect" sends the user 

/- >, outward from the center of the towable. Be aware of the limitations of the rider. _ ^ \ _ 
~ ^ T • Large wakes combined with the v/ave action and speed can contribute lo a ~ ^ 2 

rough ride. Use a safe speed that enables the towable to plane out. The 
t}oat/watercraft driver should adjust the boat/watercraft speed and tums to fit the 
water condit ions and the age, experience, skill and physical strertgth of the rider 
• Excessive speed or sharp turns might cause the tulse to flip over abruptly, possibly 
causing serious injury to the rider. 
• If the towable overturns, the boat/watercraft driver should not exceed 5 mph 
until the towable is upright again. 
• Under normal condit ions, the maximum safe speed for adults is 20 mph. Safe 
speeds for children are less than 15 mph, depending on the age and physical 
capability of the chi ld. 
• Please make sure your boat/watercraft is tow-worthy and has the appropriate 
horsepower to pull rider(s) and the tow tube. Do not exceed the boat/watercraft 
passenger capacity. 
• Extreme drag forces can develop when pulling this tube. Please use towable in 
calm water. Heavy waves or choppy conditions can create more drag or even result 
in a submarine or anchor ef fect 
• Extreme drag forces may also result if: the rider(s) fall off, the tutie noses in or 
t ips over and water fills cockpit/seating area. The boat/watercraft operator should 
immediately slow or stop to eliminate this factor. 

• Death or serious injury can result from the sulxnarine or anchor effect causing 
more extreme drag forces on the tow rope and/or tow po in t The tow rope might 
have too much stress and either break and snap back at the rider(s) or other 
occupants of the b o a t tt is the boat driver's responsibility to make sure this does 
not occur. 

http://Ger.eralTowableKanual2DC5.qxd
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• Do not exceed tt ie weight guidelines of your t>oat Do not allow passengers to 
hang outside the t>oat or side on the gunwales (sides/edges of the tx)at) outside 
the normal seating area of the boat. Uneven weight distribution or additional 
weight may affect the handling of the b o a t Never allow water to overflow the gun
wales (sides/edges of the boat) of the boat. 

AWARNING! BOAT OWNERS WITH HIGH TOWER AND PYLONS. 

• Tow/Ski towers are not designed for use with any inflatable tutie towing. 
• Use only lifting eyes/transoms or tournament-rated ski pylons for towing tubes. 
• Consult your boat's manufacturer if you are unsure of it's tournament rating. 
• Do not tow any inflatable from a ski eye. 
• Any tow pylon or ski pylon installed after market is not intended for inflatable 
tube towing. 
• Death or serious injury may result if an unapproved ski/tow pylon is used. 

k WARNING! SPOTTERS NOTICE: A 

• Always use a spotter (observer) in the boat to communicate the needs of the 
rider to the driver. 
• The spotter must be the eyes of the driver and the rider, always alert to recog
nize possible danger so proper action can be taken to avokJ any risk to the rider. 
• If the towable overturns, the boat/watercraft driver should not exceed 5 mph 
until the towable is upright again. 
• The spotter should hold up a safety flag cautioning att other boatere that riders 
are in the water. 

A WARNING! RIDERS NOTICE: 

• Do not use this items as a pereonal flotation device. 
• Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your par
ticular tube. 
• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 tbs average tensile strength for pulling a single 
person, 2375 Ibs average tensile strength for pulling two people. 3350 Ibs average 
tensile strength for pulling three people and 4100 lbs average tensile strength for 
pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope should be at least 45 feet in 
length but not to exceed 65 feet. 

• Only use this product with a responsible boat/watercraft operator who knows 
how to effectively operate the equipment. 
• This product should be used in water only. Do not launch from dock or land. 
• Do not use near piling, docks, shores or shallow water or other obstructions that 
could cause serious injury to the rider. 
• Carefully instruct the other riders the proper way to attach rope and operate the 
towable. 
• DO NOT strap or attach arms or legs to cover or tube. Never place hands or 
feet in between the tube or cover. 
• This item has no braking or steering mectianism and can develop high speeds 
under certain towring conditions. Use at your own risk! 
• This product is not a life saving device. 
• Take necessary breaks when you are tired. 
• Never get near the propeller with the engine running, even If it is in neutral. 

<>-
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GENERAL TROUBLE SHOOTING GUIDE: 

Symptom: Product won't hold air. 
Solut ion: Check to see that the valve is fastened properiy. Re-fasten valve if need
ed. Check to see if the product was inflated fully from the beginning. If you sus
pect it wasn't inflated fully, add more ^r . PVC Repair Adhesive is available from 
Sportsstuff at wv/w.sportsstuff.com or 888-814-8833 for small hole or seam repaira. 

Symptom: Valve Is leaking 
Solution: Listen closely to hear if air is leaking. Be sure the valve and cap are 
screwed in or fastened straight and are tight. Leakage can occur if ttie valve is not 
fastened correctly. 

Symptom: Product inflates but doesn't become f i rm. 
Solut ion: Please check to make sure it was inflated firmly with a high volume air 
pump. If you are sure you inflated it properiy, fully assess it for a teak or re-fasten 
the valve. If a leak is detected, the bladder may be patched by using Sportsstuff 
PVC Adhesive which can be purchased directly from Sportsstuff. 

Symptom: Cover is very loose (Applies only to products with covers). 
Solut ion: Please check to make sure that your product is inflated fully and the tutie 
is in place. The cover should fit snugly over the well-inflated tube. If the cover 
remains loose, add more air. See also the INFLATION section of this manual. 

WARRANTY POLICY: 

Sportsstuff warrants, to the original purchaser only, that t h ^ r high perfomiance 
products, when used for normal recreational purposes, are free from defects in 
material and woricmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of pur
chase. This warranty does NOT coven products for rental, for hire and other uses 
not considered for normal recreational purposes; nor punctures, cuts, abrasions in 
normal use. For prompt parts replacement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstuff 
directly at 888-814-8833. Replacement parts are st i ipped within 48 hours of notifi
cation Monday through Friday. Do not retum to your dealer (USA ONLY). This war
ranty is only valid in the USA. 

If you have any questions atiout any Sportsstuff, Irvc. product, replacement parts or 
locating a dealer in your area, contact us at: 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
Toll Free: 888-814-8833 
Tel: 402-592-9085 
Fax: 402-592-1354 
E-mail: customercare@sportsstuff.com 

Warranty registration is available on-lir»e at: http://vinww.sportsstuff.com 

Prior authorization is required for returned merchandise. No credit will be given for 
a product that is sent back without prior authorization from Sportsstuff, Inc. After 
receiving an authorization number, please ship retumed products to the follov/ing 
address: 

Sportsstuff, Inc. Return Center 
11213ECirc le. Su i teA 
Omaha. NE 68137 
(Please label package with RA ft) 

/ > 

mailto:customercare@sportsstuff.com
http://vinww.sportsstuff.com
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WATGRSPORTS ReSPONSIBILrTY CODE 
Be aware that there are elements or r isk In boel ing, ski ing, and r iding that common 

sense and personal awareness can help reduce. Know your ability level and stay 

within tt. 

To increase your enjoyment of the sport fol low the 'Watersports Responsibil ity Code". 

It is your responEibitity t o : 

• Familiarize yourself wi th alt applicat>le laws, the r isks inherent in the sport, and 

proper use of the equ ipment 

- Know the watenvays where you wi l l be ski ing or riding. Do not ski or ride in 

shallow water, near shore, docks, pil ings swimmers or other watercraft. 

• Always have a person other than the boat driver as an observer and agree on 

hand signals before start ing. 

• Ahvays wear a U.S. Coast Guard Type 111 (PFD) vest. 

• Read your owner's manual and inspect your equipment prior to use. 

• Ski or ride within your Gmits. Ahvays ski or ride In control and at speeds 

appropriate for your ability. 

• Ahvays t u m Ignition of l when anyone Is near watercrafl power drive unit. 

• Carbon IMonoxide (CO) poisoning f rom engine exhaust may cause injury or 

death. Never 'Ptat form Drag ' or touch a swim platform whi le the engine Is 

running. 

• Not operate watercraft, ski or ride under the Influence of alcohol or drugs. 

Wats- sports Induilri] Assodattm 

/ / / / 

http://Ger.eralTowableManual200fi.qxd
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WHOIS Search provides domain registration information froin Network Solutions 

Enter a search term: 

e.g. networksolutions.com 

Search by: 
O Domain Name 

O NIC Handle 

O IP Address 

Search 

WHOIS Record For 

sportsstuff.com 

S>^^^^^^^^-''" ''̂  Certified Offer Service - Make an offer on this domain 
i%o: Private Registration - Make personal information for this domain private 

SSL Certificates - Make this site secure 
Site Confirm Seals - Become a trusted Web Site 

Registrant: Make this info private 
Sports Stuff 
11213 E Circle (A) 
Omaha, NE 68137 
US 

Domain Name: SPORTSSTUFF.COM 

Administrative Contact: 
Abbott, Jonelle 
jonelle@SPORTSSTUFF.COM 
11213 E Circle (A) 
Omaha, NE 68137 
US 
Phone: (402) 592-9085 
Fax:(402)592-1354 

Technical Contact: 
Center, Network Operating 
noc@NOVIA.NET 
PO Box 45349 
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WHOIS Seiirch provides domain registration information fi-om Network Solutions 

Omaha, NE 68145-0349 
US 
Phone: (402) 895-2633 
Fax: (402) 895-2637 

Record expires on 04-Jun-2011 
Record created on 05-Jun-1996 
Database last updated on 05-May-2006 

Domain servers in listed order;Manage DNS 

DNS0.NOVIA.NET 
DNS4.N0VIA.NET 

216.40.1.5 

216.40.0.5 

Show underlying registry data for this record 

Current Registrar: 

IP Address: 

IP Location: 

Record Type: 

Server Type: 

Lock Status: 

Web Site Status: 

DMOZ 

Y! Directory: 

Web Site Title: 

Meta Description: 

Secure: 

E-commerce: 

Traffic Ranldng: 

Data as of: 

NETWORK SOLUTIONS, LLC. 

216.92.15.137 (ARIN & RIPE IP search) 

US(UNITEDSTATES)-PENNSYLVANIA-PITTSBURGH 

Domain Name 

Apache 1 

REGISTRAR-LOCK 

Active 

1 listings 

see listings 

SportsStuff® 
SportsStuff is the home of the most innovative inflatable products on the 
planet! 

No 

No 

1 

12-Apr-2006 

When you register a domain name, current policies require that the contact information for your domain 
name registration be included in a public database known as WHOIS. To leam about actions you can 
take to protect your WHOIS information visit www.intemetprivacyadvocate.org. 

NOTICE AND TERMS OF USE: You are not authorized to access or query our WHOIS database 
through the use of high-volume, automated, electronic processes or forthe purpose or purposes of using 
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Task Number: Q60707CWE5439 

07/05/2006 
Date: 

Status of Missing Document(s) 

The official records below were requested for this investigation report, but could not be 
obtained. 

. Los Angeles County Coroner's Report 
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CBS NEWS —May 29, 2006 6:37 pm US/Pacific 

Man Killed While Boating On Pyramid Lake 

(CBS) GORA'IAN, Calif. In a lioliday tragedy al Pyramid Lake, a man in an inner tube pulled by a boat died when he slammed 

into another boat, and the driver ofthe first boat was arrested on suspicion of manslaughter, a sheriffs deputy said, 

^ ^ ^ m ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ a s piloting the boat about 12:30 p.m., pulling a man on a large tube that was attached to the lx>at by a long 

rope, said Los Angeles sheriff's Lt. Tom Bryski. 

He steered the boat away when he noticed a stationary boat ahead, but the tube coiifinued its wide turn, according to the 

lieutenant. 

The 43-year-old man on the tube, whose name was withheld, flew off the tube and slammed head-on into the hull ofthe other 

boat, he said. 

The man was pronounced dead at Henry Mayo Hospital, he said. 

"They just got out ofthe boat and there was frantic screaming and c r y i n ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ | w h o saw the accident, told 

reporters. "I wish there was something we could've done to help, but he vvas gone." 

Several other people were in both ofthe boats, but there were no other injuries, he said. 

^ ^ ^ ^ B i a d allegedly been drinking and was arrested on suspicion of manslaughter, Bryski said. 

Pyramid Lake is 20 miles north of Valencia. 

Deputies said the last fatality they remember on the lake was five years ago. 

(© 2006 CBS Broadcasting Inc. All Rights Reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or 

redistributed. The Associated Press contributed to this report.) 
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The following information was obtained through phone interviews with the victim, 
victim's father-in-law, who was the boat operator, the victim's brother in-law, local 
officials, and through related documentation. The investigation was generated from a 
report received from officials at a national recreation area. The investigated product is 
a circular tube kite. 

The victim is a healthy 30 year-old male (he was 29 when the incident occurred) who 
weighs approximately 1901bs and stands at 6'2. The victim has over 25 years of boating 
experience and extensive water recreational experience, which includes 10-12 years of 
wakeboarding, water skiing, and parasailing. The boat operator is the victim's father-in-
law (hereafter, "father-in-law"), and has over 30 years of boating experience, particularly 
towing individuals (adults and children) during water sporting activities (e.g., tubing, 
water skiing and parasailing). The boat operator has never had an accident or incident 
that resulted in any injuries while towing an individual during an activity. 

The victim, along with his wife, two young children, accompanied both his father and 
mother-in-law and their children on a work/pleasure trip and traveled via a 2005 
houseboat. The boat was the father-in-law's boat. The boat was a 24-foot 
inboard/outboard with a 280 horsepower, 6.0 liter, V-8 engine. The victim's family has 
extensive boating experience, which includes boating and water sporting activities (e.g., 
water skiing, wakeboarding, etc.). The father-in-law newly purchased the product 
approximately two weeks before the incident from a local retailer. It is unknown if the 
father-in-law received any information from the local retail sales staff regarding the 
product. The victim and father-in-law watched the instructional video (DVD) that was 
included with the product on two occasions; once before embarking on their trip, and 
again immediately preceding using the product (1-2 hours before activity). The victim did 
not review the owner's manual, and the father-in-law does not recall seeing an 
accompanying owner's manual (i.e., he also did not read the owner's manual). The 
product remained in the original packaging and was not used prior to the trip taken by the 
victim and his family. 

The incident occurred on April 7, 2006 during the early afternoon hours on a national 
recreational lake. There were a total of 8 people on the boat, which includes four adults 
and four children. The victim reported that the weather was sunny and pleasant and the 
water was like "glass" (i.e., extremely clear and calm). The victim stated that there only 
was an occasional slight breeze; therefore he felt that the wind would not be a factor 
while riding the tube kite. The victim stated that there were no other boats or water 
vessels in the area. The victim and father-in-law both reported that no alcohol was 
consumed by any ofthe participants. The victim and his father-in-law fully inflated the 
product according to the product's operating instructions as per the instructional video, 
which the father-in-law stated to fill the tube until it is "tight". The victim does not recall 
the exact PSI (pounds per square inch) that the product was inflated or required. The 
victim's 23 year-old brother-in-law (hereafter, "brother-in-law") tied the tow rope to the 
product (and boat), and reported that he had no difficulty in tying either end. However, 
during the victim's ride, the father-in-law removed either one or two sections ofthe tow 
rope (the tow rope is segmented into three sections), thus significantly shortening the 
rope. The father-in-law did not specify why he removed sections ofthe rope, though he 
did state that the tow rope was in apparently good operating condition. The initial rider 
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(brother-in-law) utilized the tow rope at its maximum length (65 feet), while the victim 
utilized the tow rope atiter it was shortened lo 45 or 55 teet. 

The victim was the third individual to ride the product, which was the victim's first 
experience with the product. The first individual to ride the product was the brother-in-
law. The brother-in-law also watched the instructional video, but was still unclear and 
tentative regarding riding the product. The brother-in-law has experience with water-
related activities and was wearing a life jacket while riding the product. The brother-in-
law weighs 1751bs and stands approximately 6'0. The brother-in-law was on the product 
for approximately ten minutes, and achieved heights of approximately 5-10 feet before 
falling off the product while it was in the air approximately five feet. The product.became 
unstable while in the air (i.e., began rocking left to right) and threw off the brother-in-
law. The brother-in-law did not sustain any injuries and "shook off' the incident after 
getting the "wind knocked out" of him. 

The second person to ride the product was the victim's 14 year-old sister-in-law 
(hereafter, "sister-in-law"). The sister-in-law rode the product for approximately five 
minutes without incident. The sister-in-law weighs approximately 130ibs and stands at 
5'8. However, the sister-in-law rode the product like a "regular inner-tube" with the 
product never elevating above water. The victim estimated that the boat operator was 
going at various speeds, but never over 30mph while the brother and sister-in-law were 
riding the product. It is unknown who acted as a "spotter" for the brother and sister-in-
law. 

The victim rode the product on two occasions. On both occasions the victim was wearing 
a wet suit, life vest, "booties" (for foot warmth), and water-skiinggloves. No helmet was 
worn by any product user. The victim's first occasion was without incident and lasted for 
approximately five minutes and the product's peak elevation above water was 2-3 feet. 
The victim waited approximately one hour before attempting to ride the product again. It 
was determined by the father-in-law (i.e., boat operator) that it would be necessary for the 
boat to increase its speed for the victim to obtain flight while on the product (it was 
deduced that the increase in weight required additional speed). The victim rode the 
product on a second occasion for approximately ten minutes and obtained a maximum 
height of 10-20 feet. On both occasions, the brother-in-law was the spotter. The boat was 
traveling approximately 3 Omph when the victim lost control ofthe product. While the 
victim was approximately between 5-10 feet high, a wind came up from undemeath the 
product and lifted the product approximately 20 feet into the air. The product then 
became unstable (wobbling from side to side) and then suddenly and rapidly nosedived 
into the water with the victim still in the product. The victim was airbome for no more 
than 10 seconds immediately preceding the product becoming unstable. 

The father-in-law observed the victim fall into the water and immediately turned the boat 
around to retrieve the victim who remained in the water for approximately 30 seconds 
before being pulled into the boat. The victim was unresponsive and gurgling water and 
blood as they traveled back to the launch ramp to seek medical assistance. The victim 
stated that the product landed in the water with the victim's rib cage absorbing the 
majority ofthe impact as his right side was lying against the product when it landed in 
the water. 
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The victim received emergency medical assistance at the scene and was transported by 
air to a medical cenier for additional treatment. The victim sustained a punctured right 
lung, intemal bleeding, and fractured ribs (four ribs on the victim's right side sustained 2 
fractures each—totaling eight fractures). The victim remained in the hospital for one 
week before being discharged; however, two days later the victim suffered blood clotting 
on his left side and received additional medical treatment as an outpatient (i.e., treated 
and released). The victim is expected to make a full recovery. 

The victim emphatically stated that he feels the product is unsafe and hazardous for 
several reasons. Foremost, the victim believes the product becomes extremely unstable 
while airborne, and is not easy to steer (control). The victim feels that even with the use 
ofa spotter, once airborne, the rider ofthe product cannot effectively communicate with 
anyone in the boat (e.g., spotter or boat operator). The victim stated that when he began 
riding the product, the clear window positioned near the front ofthe product, and may 
allow for visual communication, immediately fogged up, thereby preventing 
communication between the rider and the spotter or boat operator. The victim also stated 
that once the rider and product become airborne, communication between the rider and 
anyone in the boat is impeded as the rider in the product cannot see over the front ofthe 
product while airborne. The victim further stated that he believes that the product should 
have two or more attachment points for the tethered rope to increase product stability 
while in the air. Furthermore, the victim stated that the seriousness of his injury during 
landing was contributed by the product being fully inflated (i.e., unmalleable). 

Subsequent intemet research revealed correspondence among consumers and operators of 
the product on various websites. A June 21, 2006 response (i.e., blog) was written (i.e., 
posted) to concerned consumers ofthe product by a manufacturer's spokesperson 
(Exhibit #9), which stated that the manufacturer "follows the guidelines set forth by the 
Water Sports Industry Association" (paragraph 7 of Exhibit #9). A phone call was placed 
to the executive director ofthe Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA) regarding any 
possible promulgation of standards or endorsement ofthe product. The director stated 
that while the WSIA wamings are intended as guidance for manufacturers of water-
related products, the product manufacturer made no prior attempts to seek confirmation 
with WSIA regarding the product or any tow rope standards. The director stated that 
regarding tube kites, the WSIA has never "crafted any language" as related to tube kites 
or endorsed the product in anyway. Furthermore, the director stated that the tube rope 
standards and warnings promulgated by WSIA are not intended for tube kites tow ropes 
as pertinent factors, such as tensile strength and capacity may differ between regular 
(inner) tubes and tube kites. The tube and tow rope warning manual and labels 
promulgated by WSIA have been attached as a reference (Exhibits #6-7). No attempt 
was made to contact the spokesperson for the manufacturer regarding the aforementioned 
statement as to WSIA guidelines. 

On June 15, 2006, and after responding to numerous incidents involving serious injuries, 
the local officials of the recreational area implemented a ban all on tube kiting, as well as 
other activities (e.g., parasailing). This restriction was generated from the numerous 
incidents occurring in the recreational area and subsequent interviews with related parties 
and various agencies (see Exhibit #8 for restriction proposal and related correspondence). 
The law enforcement specialist also stated that the park rangers have generated 
approximately 10 additional reports regarding contact with individuals subsequently 
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preparing to participate in tube kiting. All individuals were alerted to the newly imposed 
ban, and no additional reports of injuries were noted. In addition, the law enforcement 
specialist at the recreational park/area determined, after watching the product's 
instmctional video (DVD) on numerous occasions, that the video narrator discloses that 
the boat operator (and rider) should go only between 10-20mph, but the video 
consistently shows boat operators going between 30-40mph, enabling the rider to obtain 
flight. 

The victim is currently considering litigation arid joining a class-action lawsuit, which is 
spearheaded by an attomey that represents the family of an individual who died while 
riding the product. Hence, the victim has deferred any additional inquiries until he can 
determine how he wishes to proceed. Shortly after the incident, the victim's wife wrote 
an email to the manufacturer explaining the incident and the perceived hazardous nature 
ofthe product. The victim and his wife received only an automatically generated 
response that their message was received, but have not been personally contacted by the 
manufacturer. 

Though the father-in-law maintains custody ofthe product, he did not retain the purchase 
receipt and does not have any related product information or documentation, and does not 
intend to use the product again and adamantly believes that the product is unsafe and 
should be removed from the market. The father-in-law reported that he will retain 
custody ofthe product as he is considering pursuing legal action against the 
manufacturer. Photographs ofthe incident product were requested on numerous 
occasions, but neither the father-in-law nor brother-in-law has provided any photographs 
to CPSC. The father-in-law did not report any damage to the product (i.e., post-incident). 
On June 16, 2006, a local retailer stocking an exemplar product was visited. Exemplar 
photographs ofthe packaging were taken and are included as Exhibit #1. 

Product Identification: 

The product is a Wego kite tube''**, and is a 120inch (10 foot) inflatable, circular tube 
kite that is designed for a single rider, and to be towed behind a boat via tow rope and 
achieve flight when a certain boat speed is attained. The model number for the product as 
listed on the manufacturer's website and exemplar packaging is: 53-5000. The product 
indicates that a patent is pending and that it is made in China. The manufacturer is: 

SportsStuff, Inc. 
11213E. Circle, SuiteA 
Omalia, NE 68137 
(402) 592-9085—P 
(402) 592-1354—F 
www.sportsstuff.com 

The suggested retail price as listed on the manufacturer's website is $599.95; however, 
the price paid by the consumer was $499.00 with exemplar units located in retailers also 
listed as $499.00. The product is largely yellow in color with wide black diagonal accent 
striping and a sectional red border with various product labeling and identification, which 
includes various skull graphics. The product maintains an "840D" nylon covering and 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
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panoramic, see-through double plastic windows that are located near the front ofthe 
product. Near the rear ofthe product is a parallel slotting system cockpit for the rider. A 
handle system is located underneath the nylon covering and is accessible via eight 
different circular slots that offer the rider eight different "non-slip" handle positions. The 
product is also equipped with a three-segmented tow rope that is adjustable to lengths of 
45, 55, and 65 feet. The front ofthe product maintains a molded, aluminum connector for 
attachment to the tow rope. 

The product was purchased at: 

Marine Products Pro Shop 
949 W 1700 S 
Salt Lake City, UT 84104 
(801) 973-4017 

Various wamings are located on the product's packaging (exemplar), and include a 
lengthy "Release of Liability" warning (Exhibit #1, photo 8), which iterates that by 
assembling and inflating the product the consumer has implicitly agreed to have read and 
understands the owner's manual and releases the manufacturer of any responsibility as 
related to damage, loss, or injury. The exemplar packaging also retains wamings 
disclosing that the product is "Not A Lifesaving Device"... "Never Leave Children 
Unattended"... "Use Only Under Competent Supervision" (Exhibit #1, photo 7). 
Although the webstte shows the product with the waming, 'TvIEVER KITE HIGHER 
THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO FALL" (Exhibtt #10), the exemplar packaging does 
not reveal such a waming on the product. However, the exemplar packaging also reads 
that "Designs Featured In Photography Subject To Variafions" (Exhibit #1, photo 7). 
Although two additional warning can be observed on either side ofthe product's parallel 
slotting system, neither one is legible as observed as a photograph on the exemplar 
packaging or website. 

Other relevant wording found on the exemplar packaging (Exhibit #1, photo 10) includes, 
"Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird! Experience the 
thrill of flight as you rise above the water reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing 
but adrenaline in your wake!" (Emphasis added). Instmctional wording observed on the' 
exemplar unit (Exhibit #1, photo 12) includes, "Beginners will benefit greatly by 
following the directions explained in the included instmctional DVD and owner's 
manual.. .With a good amount of practice, you'll be able to hover slightly above the 
water's surface for minutes at a time!" (Emphasis added). 

No incident orexemplar sample was collected, and no incident product photographs 
could be obtained, though requested. 
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Exhibits: 

A. CPSC Photographs of Exemplar Packaging (10 pages) 
1. Front view of exemplar product packaging 
2. Manufacturer contact information—as viewed on top of exemplar 

packaging 
3. Exemplar product's model number and UPC 
4. UPC and retailer price of exemplar product 
5. Top view of exemplar product packaging 
6. Product's features—as listed on exemplar product's top (packaging) 
7. Guarantee and warning of top of exemplar product's packaging 
8. Warning label on exemplar product's top (packaging) 
9. Product information—labeling on front of exemplar product 
10. Wording on front of packaging of exemplar product 
11. Bottom view of packaging on exemplar product 
12. Riding instmctions on exemplar product (packaging—bottom) 
13. Side view of exemplar product 
14. Product's features—as listed on exemplar product's packaging (side) 

B. Notice of Inspection to Retailer (1 page) 
C. Local Official Incident Report— (6 pages) 
D. Owner's Manual for Product (11 pages) 
E. Owner's Manual for Tow Rope (7 pages) 
F. Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA) waming manual (13 pages) 
G. Photos of WSIA waming labels—tow ropes and tubes (1 page) 
H. Local Recreational Officials Final Draft Regarding Product Ban and Related 

Correspondence (70 pages) 
1. Intemet Written Response (i.e., "blog") by Manufacturer Spokesman (1 page) 
J. Photo of Product as Seen on Manufacturer's Website (1 page) 



Photographs of Wego Kite Tube—Exemplar Product 060614HCC3603 Exhibit A 

Photo#l: Front view of exemplar product packaging 

I SPORTSSTUFF, INC, 
11213 E Circle, Su i teA 
Omaha, NE 68137 USA 
Tel: 402,592.9085 
Fax: 402.592,1354 

MADE IN CHINA 
Cu&tofner Service; 
&a6.8t 4.8833 
tnt&fT>«t Addr«&s: 
KttpL/ '*www,»port»«tuffxom 
E^mjiM: cu* tom<i rcar*^spor t«>tu f f .com 

Photo #2: Manufacturer contact informafion-as viewed on top of exemplar packaging 



VVEGO 10FT. K ITE TUBE 

Model # 53-5000 

Patent Pending 
/ Sportsstuff. Inc., 2005 

Photo #3: Exemplar product's model number and UPC. 
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Photo #4: UPC and retailer price of exemplar product 



Photo #5: Top view of exemplar product packaging 

• 120 incti inflated diameter (10 foot) witti slanted saucer configuration 
• 840D full body nylon double skin cover witti PU coating 
• Computerized doubie stitched sewing 
• Nylon zippered openings for bladder Insertion and adjusfanent 
• f/luitiple mesh drain ports, ba^tacked 
• TWo heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit 
• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for 

quick tow rope connection 
• Speed safety valves for fast easy inftation/deftation 
• Parallel slotting system with non-slip footeteps and neoprene padding 

for comfortable foot, knee, and leg use 
• 8 padded non-slip handles with knuckle guard 
• Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls. 
• Reflective Safety piping on all handles and on the outside top taping 
• Variable loops for use of detachable leash 
• Panoramic see through double windows 
• Segmented tow rope is included adjustable length style 

45/55/65 foot lengths 
• High visibility, billboard style red and yellow water^orts safety colors 

with checkerboard and caution accent striping 

Photo #6: Product's feattires~as listed on exemplar product's top (packaging) 



GUARANTEE: Sportsstuff, Inc. warrants, to the original purchaser 
only, that their high performance products when used for normal 
recreational purposes are free from defects in material and 
workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from date of purchase. 
FOR PROMPT PARTS REPLACEMENT, CONTACT SPORTSSTUFF 
DIRECTLY AT 888.814.8833. REPLACEMENT PARTS ARE SHIPPED 
WITHIN 48 HOURS OF NOTIFICATION MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY. 
DO NOT RETURN IT TO YOUR DEALER. 

ATTENTION: 
Read al l warn ings and ins t ruc t ions provided w i t l i th is 
p roduct pr ior t o use . DO NOT DISCARD! 
Designs fea tu red in p l io tography sub jec t t o var ia t ions . 

WARNING: Not a Lifesaving Device. 
Never Leave Children Unattended. 
Use Only Under Competent Supervision. 

Photo #7: Guarantee and waming of top of exemplar product's packaging 



>^vl ilMARNING A 
KITE T U B E USER 

Release of L iabi l i ty : 

B>' asst>fiibting and inflating the Kite Tube?, you agree 
that w u have read and understand the entire 
Sportsstuffs prtxjuct manual, including all instructions 
aiKl wamings coiUained in that niateriaf prior to using 
ttie Kite TObe. You additional})' agree that ^'ou will ensune 
awiy additional or sutjsequ^nt users of the Kite Tube will 
rexad and understarKJ the entin? owners n-^anual. Misuse 
or improper use of the Kite Tube could result in risks. 
dangers and hasards which may result in serious injury 
or d€*attv The risks and datvjers that niay be encountemd 
through tt>e inpnapef ose ofthe Kite Tufci* can be a\t>ided 
by H id ing and following tt>e wamirvg quidelines listed 
wTthin the owner's manual and b)' prt^er use of the Kite 
Tube, Your assembfj' and use ot this product shall be 
evidence of your a^tn^ement, to the fullest extent 
p^%rtted by law, to i:MOpett>' follow the instnjctions and 
abide by the w^aminos set forth within the ptt>duct 
n^anuaL Vour assembti- and use of the Kite Tube shall 
also constitute a release, to the extent p^mitted by law. 
by you and by any third part)' pemiltled by you to use. 
in a'n>' manner, the Kite Tut>e. to Sportsstuff fnsm any 
and all liabilit>' for any loss, daniaoe. injur)' and/or 
expense that you or ahv user ot tt>e Kite Tube ma>' s\sft^r 
3S a retsutt of the use of the Kite Tube. This nelease shali 
extend to an>' loss* damage, injur)- or expense due to 
any cause whatsoever, including heqUgence or breach 
of contract on the part of Sportsstuff and. or an>̂  part)' 
participatinq in the de^sign and.'or manufacture of the 
Kite Tube, f ne tenns of this release shall be effective 
and binding upon you, your heirsi. nevt of kin. executors, 
administrators, assicjns and representatives. Your 
ass^mbt)' and use ofthe Ktte Tube shall constitute )'Our 
agng-ement to assume and accept an>' or all kno^sn or 
unknown risk^s of injur>' to \'ou and.or to third parties 
thnxigh ttw use of tt>e Kite Tube. Sportsstuff and resisted 
p a r t i ^ ha\'e not made and hereby evpressfy 6eny any 
oral or ^TJtteKi TBf>-esentaton ana or warrant); rncludrng 
w^n^nty for a parttcular purpojse. other than'what is se* 
forth hen&tn and in the Sportsstuff's Kite TuOe manual. 

^TM»S-rvS C Si^yts&tijf*.. t n - , . :».1>5 

Photo #8: Waming label on exemplar product's top (packaging) 



Photo #9: Product information—labeling on front of exemplar product 



r ' 11 

" ^ \ i .1 

I: 

i l l . 

• v ; . ^ ' ; !.i i • M 1 !. • 
1 :, ^' 

• . - . - - - . - - , - - . • ' -I . , - . . ' I ' . . • 

1̂  i Z : - ! ' ! i:i>-. I o-i-.v 

. . • - . < • . ^ 7 ' \ ) : \ ] i ^ . . . J A - A - ' -
, ' ' ' . • I . , ' " ' • ' • • • - • - • ' • • • . • . . , . 

. • ' : . ; : - • ' • • • • - • - • ' • . ' " " - " , - ' ^ s , ' ' " ^ 

: \ -̂  J I U.__; | • - . : ^ v . ' ^ • •••'-• -* -

Photo #10: Wording on front of packaging of exemplar product 
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Photo #11: Bottom view of packaging on exemplar product 



The Kite Tube is ridden unlike ary other towable on (he market. In order to kite atiove ttie water far sustained ajnounts of time, 
a certain amount of practice is required. Beginners will benefit greatly by following ttie directions eiplained in tbe included 
instiuctional DVD and owner's manual. To Kite, you begin by pulling the front of tlie tube up wittt tbe included starting leash. 
Once you reach planing speed, you can pull the front of the Kite Tube up even more to a 43 degree angle, so only the back part 
of the tube is touching the water. Once in this position, you hop slightly while holding on to the tube. By bopping, tfie Kite Tuiie 
will become light and the rear of tbe tube will leave the water and your Kiting experience begins. With a good amoanf of practice, 
you'll be able to hover slightly above the water's surface for minutes at a time! This is only a brief eiplanafioir of bow the kite 
lube is iiJien. Be sure to read all instructions and warnings prior to riding. Experience safe Kiting! 

Photo #12: Riding instructions on exemplar product (packaging-bottom) 



Photo #13: Side view of exemplar product 
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Photo #14: Product's features—as listed on exemplar product's packaging (side) 
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U.S. CONSUtWER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

NOTICE OF INSPECTION 

1.DATE. 

<oll(,/oG 
ZTIM 

..M. uZ ^ P.M. 

3. PROM (Area Office and Addren) ijrvi (Area urrica ana Aoarest) \ 

Cfsc- CF[^ CA 

NAME AND TITLE OF/mOIVtOUAL /J 

\jf/^(K flcp^^JS T^ 
FIRM NAME J . A 

^ r - t ^ <\(^ ^ a ^ / ^ f B. FIRM NAM 

4. TO 
M CK.C[/\̂ f\̂ CKX 

C. NUMBER ANO STREET ADDRESS 

\3G3 ^Mh^rc^cLro ( l l % S ) 
0. CITY, STATE AND ZIP CODE 

OMc^.i. cA "j-̂ bo/o 
Notice of Inspection is liereby given pursuant to: 

• Flammable Fabrics Act (15 U.S.C. 1191 et seq.); 

• Federal Trade Commission Act (IS U.S.C. 41 ericq'.); 

• Sections 16, 19 ahd 27 ofthe Consuiner Product Safety Act (IS U.S.C. 2065, 2068 and 2076) 

• Section 704(a) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 374(a)) [Authority for inspections 
in connection with the Poison Prevention Packaging Act of 1970 (15 U-S.C. 1471 et seq.)] and/or 

• Section 11(b) of the Federal Hazardous Substances Act â  Amended (15 U.S.C. 1270(b)). 

Refer to the back of this form for a discussion of inspectional authority and for pertinent statutory language. 

5. PUHPOSES OF (NSPECTION ANO NATURE OF INFORMATION TO BE OBTAINED AND/OR COPIED. 

The purpose of this inspection is to obtain information; to review and obtain copies of items inciuding but not 
limited to records, reports, books, documents; and labeling; and to obtain samples, in order to enforce or de
termine compliance with the Acts administered by the Consumer Product Safety Commisston. 

j ^ • 

^o\t)/\fcp\\7>. f J 

8. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS 

Those from whom information is requested should state whether any of the information subinitted is believed 
to contain or relate to a trade secret or other matter which should be considered by the Commission to be 
confidential and whether any of the information is believed to be entitled to exemption from disclosure by the 
r ' .^.nn. io. jr tn iiT%iiar t h» nmi / ic i rma nF t h * P r»» f lnn i n f I n f r i r m a t i n n A/»t ( y ^ I I S r S'>''^ A n v «fat(»mpnt flawrtmi7 
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WEGO KITE TUBE OWNER'S MANUAL 
Important information is enclosed in this manual. Please read these materials 

prior to assembling and using this product. Keep for future reference. 

For questions on assembly, parts or warranty, contact the experts at 
Sportsstuff. DO NOT RETURN this product to the storel 

Contact us TOLL FREE 888-814-8833 (USA) (8am-5pm, CST Monday-Friday) 

Congratulations on your new towable purcfiase! Sportsstuff prides itself in making the 
most innovative inflatable products on the planet. Your hic^ performance towable is 
designed to provide an exciting and unique riding experience for the whole family. 

AWARNINGA 

< / 

RELEASE OF LIABILITY A 

By assembling and Inflating the Kite Tube, you agree that you have read 
and understand the entire Sportsstuff's product manual, including all 
instructions and warnings contained in that material prior to using the 
Kite Tube. You additionally agree that you will ensure any additional or 
subsequent users of the Kite Tube will read and understand the entire 
owner's manual. Misuse or improper use of the,Kile Tube could result in 
risl<s, dangers and hazards wtilch may resuit in serious Injury or death. 
The risks and dangers that may be encountered through the Improper 
use of the Kite Tube can be avoided by reading and following the warning 
guidelines listed within the owner's manual and by proper use of the Kite 
Tube. Your assembly and use of this product shall be evidence of your 
agreement, to the fullest extent pennitted by law, to properiy follow the 
instmctions and abide by the warnings set forth within the product manual. 
Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube shall also constitute a release, to 
the extent permitted by law, by you and by any third party permitted by 
you to use, in any manner, the Kite Tube, to Sportsstuff from any and all 
liability for any loss, damage, Injury and/or expense that you or any user 
of the Kite Tube may suffer as a result of the use of the Kite Tube. This 
release shall extend to any loss, damage, injury or expense due to any 
cause whatsoever, including negligence or breach of contract on the part 
of Sportsstuff and/or any party participating In the design and/or manufac
ture of the Kite Tube. The terms of this release shall be effective and 
binding upon you, your heirs, next of kin, executors, administrators, 
assigns and representatives. Your assembly and use ot the Kite Tube 
shall constitute your agreement to assume and accept any or all known 
or unknown risks of Injury to you and/or to third parties through the use 
of the Kite Tube. Sportsstuff and related parties have not made and here
by expressly deny any oral or written representation and/or warranty, 
including warranty for a particular purpose, other than what Is set forth 
herein and in the Sportsstuff's Kite Tube manual. 

< / 
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A KITE TUBE DESCRIPTION A 

Away Wego! "Kite Tubing", the mystery of flying, becomes a reality. The 
Kite Tube creates an air pocket on the under carriage bottom that 
enables lift via ground effect and the aerodynamic shape. Be prepared to 
reach new heights! Spend the summer gaining experience riding the Kite 
Tube. The Kite Tube is designed to glide, soar, and fly. You can use it like 
a regular deck tube in the whips, figure eights, and circles. It "kites" the 
best in a straight boat pattern into the wind and will rise out of the water 
slowly or quickly based on the rider weight, wind and boat speed. Expect 
the unexpected! The basic Idea behind the Krte Tube Is simple; The Kite 
rider kneels or stands on the tube that is tethered to the tow boat. As the 
boat moves forward into the wind, the Kite and the rider rise up from the 
water's surface to perform a water ballet in the air with the rider balanc
ing on top. Kite Tubing is not as dangerous as some extreme sports, 
however it can be more dangerous than regular tubing with the added 
dimension of height. In Kite Tubing, safety has to be taken seriously. 
EVERYONE is a beginner, regardless of previous experience. Read all 
instruction and warnings before using the Kite Tube. Start slow and begin 
by usir>g the 45 foot section of the included tow rope. 

, KITE TUBE SPECIFICATIONS ; 

• 120 inch inflated dlameter^lO foot) with slanted saucer configuration. 
• 840D nyton double cover with pu coating{ full body cover). 
• Reinforced towing system with nrolded aluminum connector for easy 
tow rope connection. 
• Computerized double-stitched sewing. 
• Multiple mesh bar-tacked drain ports. 
• Nylon zippered openings for bladder Insertion and adjustment. 
• Parallel stotting system with footsteps and neoprene padding lor comfort. 
• Reflective piping on all handles and on the outside top taping. 
• Various loops for use of detachable leash{s). 
• Panoramic see-through double windows. 
• High visibility red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkertioard 
and caution accent striping. 
• Easily seen bold, bill board-style graphics. 
• Skull graphics is a reminder to pay attention and not to fool around, 
take nothing for granted. 
• Two heavy duty pvc bladders, one supports the outer ring and the 
other is the slotting system cockpit for the rider. Both have speed safety 
valves for easy inflation/deflation. 
• Leash with two sponge balls Is included. 
• Segmented tow rope is included. Adjustable length style in 45, 55, and 
65 foot lengths. 

-4-
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IKITE TUBE ASSEMBLY AND INFLATION A 

Proper inflation is key to the optimum performance of this towable. The 
tube is designed to frt snugly in the cover, and there should be no wrinkles 
in the cover when the tube is property inflated. 

IMPROPER INFLATION PROPER INFLATION 

Photo "A" shows a severely underinflated tube. Note how the adult sinks 
in when standing on the tube. Under-inflation causes the towable to sit 
low in the water. Additional stress is applied to the tube, cover, rope and 
boat/watercraft, by being dragged through the water instead of pulled 
across It. This stress causes tne air in tubes to be displaced and the tube 
may rupture. The same stress causes nylon covers to tear and ropes to 
stretch. The boat/watercraft cannot plane off and extra gas is consumed. 

Photo "B" shows a property inflated tube. Note how the cover is taut with 
few wrinkles, and how the adult barely sinks in when standing on the 
tutte. This tube would ride high on the water, providing you with cin exciting 
ride - less stress on the tube, cover, rope, and boat/watercraft. Proper 
inflatbn will insure a bnger life-span for your product. 

Inflation Maintenance: 
Finally, it is not enough to simply fill It up and go! It is important to moni
tor the amount of air in this product as heat will cause the bladder to 
expand, possibly causing damage to the seams or l-t>eams. Don't let it 
sit on the beach, dock, or boat/watercraft full of airl If H is stored out of 
the sun in a cool place, you may need to add air. Check and adjust infla
tion levels each time you use your tube. You'll have more fun, and your 
toys will last longer. 

The best air pumps to use are: 

• 110v electrk;: 2.5 psi (model #57-1504A) or 3.0 psi {model #57-1508) 
• Hand/foot pump specifically for towables: LP1 (model #57-1003) 
• 12v pumps (model #57-1510) can also be used but a their maximum 
output is only .8 psi so a secondary pump such as the Sportsstuff LPl 
hand pump (model #57-1003) will need to be used. 
• Leaf Blower 
• Vacuum with two-way switch 

/ / 
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Your WEGO towable is equipped with the Speed Safety Valve pictured 
below: 

< / 

. - t ^ 
Speed Safety Valve - A hybrid valve utilizing the best of 
both the Oversized Safety Valve and the Speed Valve. Pulls 
out for fast inflation/deflation, then can be pushed in flush 
with the tube. For use with standard electric pumps, shop 
vac, wet vac, leaf blowers, and vacuums with a 2-way 
switch for fast inflation/deflation. 

Secure the valve by firmly inserting the bottom portion of the valve Into 
the base. To inflate, open only the top portion of the valve. Using the 
hose from your Inflator, inflate through the top opening of the valve. 

The optimal inflator is a 2.5 psl or higher electric pump. You may also use 
a 1.1 or 3.0 psi pump. Using the 12v pump (model #57-1510) followed by 
the LPl hand pump (model #57-1003) to top off the unit takes about 3.5 
minutes. The 1.1 psi l lOv pump followed by using the LPl hand pump 
(model #57-1003) to top off the unit will inflate the WEGO in a few min
utes. The 2.5 electric pump (model #57-1504A) will inflate the WEGO In just 
over 3 minutes. The 3.0 pump (model #57-1508) will Inflate the WEGO in as 
little as 2 minutes. 

Please call Sportsstuff at 1-888-814-8833 to order directly. 

1. Open the box and locate Owner's manual information and instructional 
DVD. 
2. Review owner's manual and Instructional DVD first and share the Infor
mation with all other users and or spotters. 
3. Locate a flat, wide-open, clean and clear area to open and assemble 
the product. 
4. Unfold the nylon cover so the yellow cover with winged skulls is com
pletely unfolded along with sbtt ing system cockpit. 
5. Please notice the bladders have already been assembled in the cover. 
There are two valves total. One on the slotting portton and another on the 
outside ring. 
6. Locate and open the padded valve cover on the slotting portion (cock
pit area). Open the valve and inflate until finn and the cover is wrinkle free 
and taut. It may be necessary to adjust the cover to fit the inflation holes. 
Use the zippered openings in the cover to adjust bladder position if nec
essary. 
7. Close valve completely and secure valve cover. 
8. Locate the valve on the outer ring and repeat steps 6-7. 
9. Please note that the window panels are not supported by an internal 
bladder, so stay off of this portiop of the cover. 
10. With assistance, carefully lift the unit Into water. 
11 . Do not drag across harsh surfaces, as this will damage the unit. 
12. Once at the water entry point attach tow rope to unit and hook up to 
the boat. Make sure leash is attached to the nose loop. 
13. Enjoy your Kiting experience. 

/ / 
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PLEASE NOTE OVER INFLATION WILL CAUSE THE BLADDER TO HAVE 
A CONCAVE EFFECT ON THE UNDERSIDE, CAUSING THE KITE TUBE 
TO SUBMARINE. 

PLEASE NOTE UNDER INFLATION WILL CAUSE KITE TUBE TO NOT 
PERFORM AS DESIGNED. WHEN KITING, YOU CAN TELL VISUALLY IF 
YOU ARE CORRECTLY INFLATED 

Proper inflation means you'll have a wonderful flight experience, so fol
low the above instmctions closely. 

A KITE TUBE CARE AND MAINTENANCE . 

• You may clean your towable using a soap and water or mikl detergent. 
• You should inspect your unit frequently for wear and tear. If you need 
parts replacement please contact Sportsstuff 1-888-814-8833. 
• Before each use always check Jnflatkin, tow connection and boat con
nection. 
• After using the Kite Tube do not leave out in direct sunlight, but keep In 
a shaded area. 
• When the unit is not in use NEVER leave this unit Is direct Sunlight at 
any time. 
• The strong UV rays will quickly destroy and downgrade the nylon cover 
and age the materials prematurely. 
• Monitor and adjust bladder pressure on warm days. 
• Never use strong cleaning agents. 
• The towable, when clean and dry, can be deflated and stored In a cool, 
dry area out of direct sunlight. (In tietween uses and at the end of the 
boating season.) 
• To deflate, simply open red valve. 
• Avoid storing this product in areas of extreme temperatures and please 
take precautions against animals and rodents. 
• Bright colored fabric covers used on the towables may bleed or fade 
when initially wet. Protect all boat Interbrs, docks and car Interiors from 
possible staining. 

< / 

A KITE TUBE TETHER TOW ROPE, 

We have included a new style tether tow rope for use with the Kite Tube. 
Overall the tow rope is 65 foot length, but can be adjusted to 55 foot 
length and 45 foot length. Since the Kite Tube Is unlike any previous tow
able tube with the added dimension of sustained height. We believe that 
the lx)a1 driver, rider and spotter are all beginners. We recommend the 
following to get the hang of Kiting, how the Kite reads being towed by 
the boat, how the wind affects the flight while being ridden by different 
size riders. Experience Is the best teacher. 

Step one: BEGINNER LEVEL 
All beginners start with 45 foot tow rope to get some experience. Use at 
least 12 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use. 
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Step two: INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 
Ali Intermediates can increase rope length to 55 foot to get more experi
ence. Use at least 24 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use. 

Step three: MASTER LEVEL. 
All masters can increase length to 65 foot to gel more experience. 

You can spend all summer gaining experience Kiting and really still not 
have experienced all things, wind speed, rider weight and t>oat speed 
create many variables (different kinds of watercrafl, lack ofwind) etc. 
Attach the Kite Tube Tether tow rope to the aluminum connector on the 
tube and lo a towable hook on the rear of the boat. We recommend you 
use a low tow point on the rear transom of the boat or tow hook. 

/ / 

A KITE TUBE HEIGHT INSTRUCTION, 

NEVER KITE HIGHER THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO FALL 

Just think of the fall, in normal tubing you can get thrown off and go up 
to 15 to 20 foot high, but in kiting you are already at a certain height 
above the water and can get thrown higher. At a boat speed of 10 and 20 
mph the water gets harder the faster and higher you go so control the 
tioat speed and tube height and watch out for gusty and cross winds. 
Many bodies of water have natural barriers or wind breaks, be aware of 
these situations. Due to the height factor, you must use the Kite Tube in 
waters at least 6 feet deep (a guideline could be 1 foot of water depth for 
every fool of tube height). For best kiting use against the wind in straight-
line runs. 

1 RIDER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNINGS 

/ / 

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Avoid gusty and cross winds, use in light to moderate steady winds. 
• Gusts and cross winds can cause this product to experience sudden 
changes in height or direction. 
• Use In al least 6 feet of water depth, the higher you Kite, the deeper 
the water should be. < 
• Never use in shallow waters. 
• Boal driver, spotter and rider are all beginners, take il easy, learn in 
light steady wind, start slow. 
• Your body weight Is a factor on balance and control, shifting helps to 
control kiting (rider is ballast). 
• Have pre-ride discussion with rider, driver and spotter. 
• Never Kile higher than you're willing l o fall. 
• Into a steady wind, flight occurs more easily. 
• With the wind, flight is nol so easy. 
• Based on rider weight, a lighter person will Kile easier than heavier per
son. 
• Do not over-estimate your ability. Kiting takes a practiced level of skill, 
• Keep tube's nose up when starting out, pull back on the ball/leash to 
help hold the nose up until the boat reaches planing speed, 
• Rider safety is in the hands of the boat driver and spotter. 
• Stay 100 yards from shore, avoid other boal traffic, power lines and 

- ^ 
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other immovable objects. 
• Be aware of nalural wind breaks and barriers that change the wind 
flow. 
• Use rear transom tow point. Using higher tow point means the Kite can . 
Kite higher. 
• Maximum 1 rider capacity 
• Do not exceed 200 pound maximum weight or 100 pounds minimum, 
be at least 12 years of age and a height of 5 feet or more. 
• Balance to minimize movement while airborne. Too much movement 
can cause the Kile Tube to become wobbly and overturn. Maintain a 
good center of gravity. 
• 10 and 2 o'clock are the best control hand positions. 
• Hang time. Kite l ime, can be 1 second or many minutes. ' 
• Length of hang time depends on the wind, boat speed and rider 
weight. 
• A straight boat heading into the wind creates the optimum Kiting per
formance. 
• Ballet pertormance is what you are looking for (up and down). 
• Use the large panoramic window to see the boal and to view rider 
height. 
• Force the tube down by pushing your weight down with a swift, sitting 
motion. 
• Use your position within the slotting system cockpit lo adjust pitch, or 
the angle by which the nose of the tube is inclined up or down from the 
tiorizontal. 
• Use the handles lo adjust left to right balance. 
• Utilize a combination of foot and hand positions to accommodate the 
current wind and boat speed conditions. 
• Do not use this tube if you are pregnant, could be pregnant, or if you 
have neck or back problems. 
• Raise arms above head following a spill to signify to the boat driver 
and spotter that you are okay. 
• A rider that fcdls or is ejected should try to fall away from the Kite Tube. 
• Experience safe Kiting. 

< / 

ABOAT DRIVER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING A 

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Driver should be at least 16 years of age and pass a coast guard 
approved boating course. 
• Utilize a large, wide angle, rear view mirror (20 inch width) to keep eye 
on Kite elevation. 
• Slow speed to reduce height, a sudden gust of wind can send the rider 
up to 20 feel high or more In half a second. 
• Maintain constant communication with spotter about the Kite Tube and 
its performance. 
• Adjust boat speed to reduce the height of the Kite Tube. 
• The Kite TUbe is unlike any other towable tube, it can sustain flight at 
various heights for long periods of time. 
• Wind, boat speed, rider weight and length of rope are big variables in 
Kiting performance. 
• Pay attention and adjust the boat speed frequently lo fit the conditions. 
You are the director. 
• Never Kite higher than you want the rider to fall, adjust your speed. 
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• Avoid excessive boat speed at all times. 
• Have pre-ride meeting with spotter and rider to discuss the type of ride 
to be given. 
• Determine the best conditions for Kite tubing based on rider weight, 
boal speed and wind speed. 
• Give-way to all olher watercrafl, especially sailboats. 
• The Kile Tube can sustain flight with steady head wind and txsat speed. 
Head into the wind 
• Be aware of cross winds and wind gusts. 
• Use the large, panoramic window to monitor and communicate with the 
rider. 
• Don't gamble with rider safely. Driver must accept 100% responsibility 
for the safety of the rider. 
• Instruct the rider to lean back and pull on the leash to keep the nose 
up until the boat and tube plane out, as the boat planes out and the tube 
rises oul of the water, there wilt be almost no drag on the boal. 
• Most boating accidents happen in less than 2 seconds. 
• Reaction time varies from 120 to 255 feet of t>oat length. 
• Do not be in-attentive. Do not let your mind wander. Focus on what you 
are doing 
• Never use the Kite Tube with wind forces so strong that you are unable 
to maintain conlrol. 
• Don't Kite in electrical storms. 
• The Kite Tube is an air foil of extremely limited capabilities with regard 
to wind and turbulence. 
• Instruct all riders of rules and warnings, plus how to ride. 
• In riding positbn, the rider and tube are at a 45° angle to the water's 
surface. 
• Avokl floating objects and all immovable objects. 
• All rklers should be towed at speeds that allow for reasonable control. 
• AvokJ submarining the towable when first starting out or on spills. 
• Slow boat down to 5 mph lo turn around and pick up the rider. 
• In many cases when the rider falls off, the Kite will continue to be air-
tx^rne 
• Don't be a gunner; slamming the throttle forward and forgetting about 
the towable and your rider. Focus 
• In no-wind conditions, use zig-zags, whips, figure eights and circles 
that the Kile Tube will Kite in, but remember the Kile Tube is designed to 
Kite into the wind. 
• Do not throw away your owners manual or DVD. You must review peri
odically and especially when allowing others lo use or borrow your Kite 
Tube. 
• Unlike most towables that ride on the water's surface and have tremen
dous drag, when the Kite Tube Is Kiting or flying there Is almost no drag 
and the boat has a tendency lo go faster, so watch out for this effect (a 
lot of drag to no drag). 
• Don't overload your boal with a lot of passengers. 
• Like many towables, rider balance too far forward can cause towable 
to nose under. This is called submarining. When the you start moving for
ward, make sure the rkler hokis the leash on the lube to help keep the 
nose up during takeoff, till the boat reaches planing speed and lift occurs 
on the Kite Tube, if the boat driver, spotter and rider are not paying atten
tion, the towable could nose in. This causes the submarine effect, which 
results in the towable acting like an anchor. Reduce speed immediately, 
otherwise you will create loo much drag on the boal and lube, causing 
something lo break. 

/ / 
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• Pay attention when starting out to preveni this effect. Let's say every
thing goes right and the Kile Tube and rider are traveling at a sustained 
height above the water and the rider falls off. The Kite might continue its 
flight or crash down into the water. We suggest that you slow the boat 
down to 5mph, otherwise the towable mlgtit again act like a submarine, 
tiecause rl is upside down or wind conditions have forced it into a weird 
position where It cannot be towed at any speed other than 5 mph. 
• 11 is the obligation of the boat driver to operate the boat in responsible 
safe manner and not try lo "dump the rider". 
• Experience safe KHing. 

.SUBMARINE EFFECT WARNING 

LIKE MANY TOWABLES, A RIDER'S BALANCE TOO FAR FORWARD CAN 
CAUSE TOWABLE TO NOSE UNDER. THIS WE CALL SUBMARINING. 
WHEN THE BOAT DRIVER STARTS FORWARD, HE OR SHE SHOULD 
MAKE SURE THE RIDER HOLDS THE LEASH TO HELP KEEP THE NOSE 
UP DURING TAKEOFF TILL THE BOAT REACHES PLANING SPEED AND 
UFT OCCURS ON THE KITE TUBE. IF THE BOAT DRIVER, SPOTTER 
AND RIDER ARE NOT PAYING ATTENTION THE TOWABLE COULD NOSE 
IN. THIS CAUSES THE SUBMARINE EFFECT, WHICH RESULTS IN THE 
TOWABLE ACTING LIKE AN ANCHOR. REDUCE SPEED IMMEDIATELY, 
OTHERWISE YOU WILL CREATE TOO MUCH DRAG ON THE BOAT AND 
TUBE CAUSING THE SOMETHING TO BREAK. PAY ATTENTION, WHEN 
STARTING OUT TO PREVENT THIS EFFECT 
LET'S SAY, EVERYTHING GOES RIGHT AND THE KITE TUBE AND RIDER 
ARE TRAVELING A SUSTAINED HEIGHT ABOVE THE WATER AND THE 
RIDER FALLS OFF. THE KITE MIGHT CONTINUE IT'S FLIGHT OR CRASH 
DOWN INTO THE WATER. WE SUGGEST YOU SLOW THE BOAT DOWN 
TO 5MPH, OTHERWISE THE TOWABLE MIGHT AGAIN ACT LIKE A SUB
MARINE BECAUSE IT IS UPSIDE DOWN OR WIND CONDITIONS HAVE 
FORCED IT INTO A WEIRD POSITION WHERE IT CANNOT BE TOWED AT 
ANY SPEED OTHER THAN 5 MPH. BOAT DRIVER SHOULD TURN TO 
PICK UP RIDER AND START ALL OVER AGAIN. 
IT IS THE OBLIGATION OF THE BOAT DRIVER TO OPERATE THE BOAT 
IN RESPONSIBLE SAFE MANNER AND NOT TRY TO "DUMP THE 
RIDER". THE KITE TUBE IS DESIGNED TO BE RIDDEN AT SAFE LEVEL 
WITHOUT HAVING TO HAVE SOME CRAZY BOAT DRIVER TRYING TO 
CREATE PROBLEMS. EXPERIENCE SAFE KITING. 

/ / 

4SPOTTER OR OBSERVER INSTRUCTION, 

• Have watersports safety flag 
• Keep driver aware of other boating traffic, obstacles, etc 
• Keep driver aware of towable slate and rider conditions and how the 
towable Is doing 
• Keep tow ropes from getting caught on protrusion from the traat 
• We have found that small megaphone helps to communicate with rider 
pr iorto takeoff and give last minute instructions 

- ^ 
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A W I N D SPEED AND EFFECT, 

We are providing you with the following information to help you evaluate 
your current conditions before Kite tubing. 

Wind speed(mph) 

13-18 

19-24 

25-33 

34-40 

41-47 

48-55 

56-63 

64+ 

W i n d e f f ec t 

smoke rises vertically 

direction of the wind shown by smoke drift, but not 
by wind vanes 

wind felt on face: leaves rustle: ordinary wind vane 
moved by wind 

leaves and twrigs in constant motion; wind extends a 
light flag 

raises dust, loose paper: small branches are moved 

small trees in leaf begin to sway; crested wavelets 
fomi on inland waters 

large tiranches in motion; whistfing heard in power 
Enes; umtMsIla difficun to use 

strong gale 

violent storm 

hum'cane 
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WARRAKTY POLICY: 

Sportsstuff warrants, to the original purchaser only, that their high perfoimance 
products, when used for normal recreatior^l purposes, are free from defects in 
material and workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of pur
chase. This warranty does NOT cover products for rental, for hire and other uses 
not considered for normal recreational purposes; nor punctures, cuts, abrasions in 
normal use. For prompt parts replacement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstuff 
directly at 888-814-8833. Replacement parts are shipped within 48 hours of notifica
tion Monday through Friday. Do not retum to your dealer (USA ONLY). This wananty 
is only valid in the USA. 

If you have any questions about any Sportsstuff, Inc. product, replacement parts or 
locating a dealer in your area, contact us at: 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
Toll Free: 888-814-8833 
Tel: 402-592-9085 
Fax:402-592-1354 
E-mail: customercare@sportsstufr.com 

Warranty registration is available on-line at: http://vvww.sportsstuff.com 

/ / 

Prior authorization is required for retumed merchandise. No credit will be given for a 
product that is sent back without prior authorization from Sportsstuff, Inc. After 
receiving an authorization numt>er, please ship retumed products to the following 
address: / / 
Sportsstuff, tnc. Retum Center 
11213 E Circle, Sui teA 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(Please label package with RA #) 

mailto:customercare@sportsstufr.com
http://vvww.sportsstuff.com
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WATeRSPORTS R6SPONSIBILITY CODE 
Be aware that there are elements or risk in boating, ski ing, and riding that common 

sense and pereonal awareness can help reduce. Know your ability leval and stay 

within It. 

To increase your enjoyment ot the sport folkiw the 'Watersports Responsibi i ly Code". 

It is your responsibi l i ty to: 

• Familiarize yourself wi th a l l applicable laws, the r isks Inherent in the sport, and 

proper use of the equipment. 

• Know the walerways where you wil l be ski ing or r id ing. Do not ski or ride in 

shallDW water, near shore, docks, pil ings swimmers or other watercraft. 

- Always have a person other than the boat driver as an observer and agree on 

hand signals be ia r t start ing. 

• Ahvays wear a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) vest. 

• Read your owner's manual and Inspect your equipment prior lo use. 

• Ski or ride within your im i t s . Ahvays ski or ride in control and at speeds 

appropriate tor your abi l ty . 

• Ahvays lurn Ignit ion of l when anyone is near watercraft power drive unit. 

• Carbon Monoxida (CO) fKMSoning f rom engine exhaust may cause injury or 

death. Never "Platform Drag" or touch a swim plattorm while the engine is 

running. 

- Not operate watercraft, ski or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

WartwSpgrU Industru Attodatlon , „ 

< / / / 
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Tab 4 (b) 

TAB 4(B) - ROPE FOR TOWING INFLATABLE TUBE: ON PRODUCT WARNING 
[In the followmg waming, Fill in the appropriate information for the strength ofthe rope.] 

A WARNING 
Use of this product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
1. Inspect rope and connector before each use. Do not use if damaged. 
2. Make sure rope is not wrapped around part of anyone's body during use. 
3. Rope stretches during use. Breakage can cause rope to snap back and may hit the occupants or 

user, which could result in injury. 
4. This rope is intended only for towing up to a maximum of [one, two, three, four] people or 

[170, 340, 510, 680] pounds on an inflatable tube. Any other use may cause rope failure. 
5. Read Operator's Manual before use. Do not remove warning. 

SPECIAL MANUFACTURERS INSTRUCTIONS: [Insert appropriate number of people and 
corresponding weight for ropes you are selling.] 

MANUFACTURER'S GUIDELINES FOR USE 

1) The waming is FOR USE ON ROPE FOR TOWING INFLATABLE TUBE. 

2) Waming should be securely attached to the tow rope within six feet of rope where it attaches to 
inflatable tube. Waming should be attached in a manner that should be resistant to degradation 
caused by sun, salt, gasoline, abrasion, etc. 

3) Use only an easily readable font style. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

4) Use highly contrasting colors. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

5) Waming should be "boxed" and "headlined" WARNING, with an orange background behind the 
upper "Waming" Box. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

6) Waming should be placed in a conspicuous location so that there is a likelihood it will be seen by 
user prior to use. 

7) Manufacturer should list on the tube rope packaging and in the instmctions the maximum number 
of riders intended for towing using this tube rope, and hst the average tensile strength ofthe rope. 

8) Printed material such as in an Operator's Manual that includes the warning does not need to have 
the orange color in the upper box. 

This information is presented as guidelines for manufacturers and suppliers to inform users. Due to the 
unique design or proprietary style of some devices or sporting equipment, changes to the document(s) 
may be necessary in word content. This will prevent conflict of statements and permit new innovative 
changes and designs to products, while still following the intent ofthe message. 

Tab 4(c) 
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TAB 4(C) - OPERATOR'S MANUAL: SKI TOW ROPE AND ROPE FOR TOWING 

INFLATABLE TUBE: 

SKI TOW ROPE 

A WARNING 
Use of this product and participation In the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
1. Inspect rope, handle and connectors before each use. Do not use if damaged. 
2. Make sure rope is not wrapped around part of anyone's body during use. 
3. Rope stretches during use. Sudden release of handle can cause rope and handle to snap back 

and may hit the occupants or user, which could result in injury. 
4. This rope is intended only for towing a single person on water skis, wake/kneeboards, or 

barefooting. Any other use may cause rope failure. 
5. Read Operator's Manual before use. Do not remove warning. 

[In the foUowing waming, fill in the appropriate information for the strength ofthe rope.] 

ROPE FOR TOWING INFLATABLE TUBE 

A WARNING 
Use of this product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
1. Inspect rope and connector before each use. Do not use if damaged. 
2. Make sure rope is not wrapped around part of anyone's body during use. 
3. Rope stretches during use. Breakage can cause rope to snap back and may hit the occupants or 

user, which could result in injury. 
4. This rope is intended only for towing up to a maximum of [one, two, three, four] people or 

[170, 340, 510, 680] pounds on an inflatable tube. Any other use may cause rope failure. 
5. Read Operator's Manual before use. Do not remove warning. 

SPECIAL MANUFACTURERS INSTRUCTIONS: [Insert appropriate number of people and corresponding weight for 
ropes you are selling. 

PRODUCT INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNINGS 

Watersports can be safe and fun for all levels of enthusiasts. The Operator's Manual is presented to 

enhance your enjoyment ofthe sport. It is intended to alert you to some ofthe potentially dangerous 

conditions that can arise in all watersports. 

To reduce the risk ofinjury or death, follow these guidelines: 

• It is the responsibility ofthe watercraft owner/operator to know and inform all persons riding or 

using tow ropes ofthe information presented herein. Unsafe operation by watercraft driver will 

endanger you and others. 

• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling a single person, 2375 

lbs. average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 lbs average tensile strength for pulling 
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for three people and 4100 lbs. tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The 
tow rope should be at least 50 feet in length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
The stress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and will vary with the weight of 
the passengers, design, and surface area ofthe tube. 

• Check the rope, handle, and/or connectors for frays, cuts, sharp edges, knots, or wear before 
each use. Discard rope if any such condition exists or if rope appears to be wom. Such 
conditions may lead to breaks which can cause rope to snap back and may hit the occupants of 
the watercraft which could result in injury or death. 

• Never put arms, legs or head in the handle section, since injury or death may result. Never wrap 
rope around any part of your body prior to or during use or when retrieving rope. 

• Do not use a tow rope with elastic or bungee material to pull skiers or riders. Such an addition 
can break or stretch which may lead to injury of users or occupants of watercraft. 

• Rope is subject to deterioration when exposed to direct sunlight. The life ofthe product will be 
extended when stored away from sunlight. 

• The product should be replaced when signs of deterioration appear, indicated by the existence of 
discoloration, wearing, fraying or raveling. Some chemicals may affect the rope. If the product 
become tacky or changes color or appearance, do not use. 

• Do not add hardware or attachments that are not otherwise supplied by the manufacturer. 

WATERSPORTS SAFETY CODE: 

Watersports are fiin and challenging but involve inherent risks of injury or death. To increase your 
enjoyment ofthe sport and to reduce your risks, use common sense and follow these rules: 

Before you start: 
• Familiarize yourself with all applicable federal, state and local laws, the risks inherent in the 

sport and the proper use ofthe equipment. 
• Know the waterways. 
• Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
• Skier/rider, observer and driver must agree on hand signals. 
• Never start out until skier/rider signals he/she is ready. 
• Carbon Monoxide (CO) poisoning from engine exhaust may cause injury or death. Do not sit 

on the boat transom or swim platform while the engine is running. These activities may lead to 
excessive CO exposure which may cause injury or death. If you can smell engine exhaust 
while in the boat, do not stay seated in that position for prolonged periods. Never "Platfprm 
Drag" by holding onto the swim platform or be dragged directly behind the boat. An 
improperly tuned engine will produce excessive exhaust. Have your engine checked and 
corrected by a mechanic. Changing boat speed or direction relative to the wind can reduce or 
increase boat exhaust from accumulating near the boat and rider. Consult your boat Owners 
Manual, or the United States Coast Guard's website: www.uscgboating.org for more 
information on how to help protect others and yourself from the dangers of CO poisoning 

• Use caution and common sense. 
• Do not exceed the weight guidelines of your boat. Only use water ballast and people for 

additional weight. Do not allow passengers to hang outside the boat or sit on the gunwales 
outside the normal seating area ofthe boat. Uneven weight distribution or additional weight 
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may affect the handling ofthe boat. Never allow water to overflow the gunwales of your 
boat. 

Your equipment and your tow rope: 
• Inspect all equipment prior to use. Check bindings, fins, tube and attachment point, and 

flotation device prior to each use. Do not use if damaged. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) vest. 
• Rope should be attached to the watercraft in an approved fashion with hardware designed for 

towing. Refer to your watercraft manual for instmctions on proper tow rope attachment. 
• Tow ropes stretch during use. If a rope breaks or is suddenly released, it can snap back into 

the watercraft. Wam all riders, skiers and occupants ofthe danger of rope recoil. 
• When in the boat, keep away from the tow rope to avoid injury. Passengers can be hit, or 

become entangled in the rope. 
• Inspect tow rope and its attachments before using. Do not use tow rope if frayed, knotted 

or damaged. Replace when signs of excessive deterioration are indicated by discoloration, 
broken filaments, unraveling or other obvious signs of wear on the rope or hardware. 

• Use proper tow rope for the activity. 
• Ensure tow rope is clear of all body parts prior to starting out or during use. 
• Keep persons and ropes away from propeller when engine is mnning, even in neutral. 

Should rope become entangled in propeller, SHUT OFF ENGINE AND REMOVE 
IGNITION KEY BEFORE RETRIEVING ROPE. 

When vou ski or ride: 
• Attempting land or dock starts can increase the risk of injury or death. USE THIS 

PRODUCT ONLY ON WATER. 
• Always remove any slack in the rope between watercraft and skier/ rider before starting. 

Sudden shock loads may cause injury to skier/rider or failure of rope, resulting in snap-back 
or breakage. 

• Do not ski or ride in shallow water, near shore, pilings, docks, rafts, swimmers, other boats 
or other obstacles. Such obstacles are examples of risks that are inherent in the sport. 

• The driver and skier/rider must watch for and be able to stop or turn to avoid obstacles. 
• Always ski or ride in control and at speeds appropriate for your ability, limits. Do not ski or 

ride over ramps or jumps without prior instmction. 
• Falling and the injuries that may result are inherent risks in the sport. 
• Use a flag to signal to others that a skier or rider is in the water. 
• Driver must use exfra caution approaching a fallen skier/rider and keep eye contact on fallen 

skier/rider at all times. 
• Put the boat in neutral when near a fallen skier/rider. Tum the engine off when people are 

getting into or out of the boat, or in the water near the boat. 
• Do not operate watercraft, ski or ride under the influence of alcohol or dmgs. 

THE WARNINGS AND PRACTICES SET FORTH ABOVE IN THE WATERSPORTS 
SAFETY CODE REPRESENT SOME COMMON RISKS ENCOUNTERED BY USERS. THE 
CODE DOES NOT PURPORT TO COVER ALL INSTANCES OF RISK OR DANGER. 
PLEASE USE COMMON SENSE AND GOOD JUDGMENT. 
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Please contact us ifyou have any questions on the proper selection, function, or safe use ofthis 
product. 

MANUFACTURER'S INSTRUCTIONS 

The information above should be PROVIDED TO THE PURCHASER OF A SKI TOW ROPE 
AND ROPE FOR TOWING INFLATABLE TUBE at the time of sale. The specific type of dehvery 
vehicle {i.e. warranty card, release fonn) is to be at the option of each manufacturer. 

Manufacturer should supply address information including mailing address, phone, email, and toll free 
numbers if available in the Operator's Manual. 

2 1 



Tab 5 (a) 

TAB 5(A) - INFLATABLE TUBE: ON PRODUCT WARNING 

AWARNING 

Use ofthis product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
• Do not use at speeds that exceed skills of the rider. Boat speed should never exceed 20 mph for 

adults and 15 mph for children. 
This product should never be used by children except under adult supervision. 
This is not a personal floatation device. 
Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type III (PFD) vest. 
Never place wrists or feet through handles or towing harness. Ensure tow rope is clear of all body 
parts prior to or during use. 
Rider should keep feet out of the water. 
Watercraft driver is responsible for the ride since the tube cannot be controlled by the rider. 
Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
Watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which might cause the tube to flip 
over abruptly resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
Do not tow in shallow water or near shore, docks, pilings, swimmers or other boats. 
Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling a single person, 2375 Ibs. 
average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling for 
three people and 4100 Ibs. tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow 
rope should be at least 50 feet in length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
Do not operate watercraft, or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Read Operator's Manual before use. 

MANUFACTURER'S GUIDELINES FOR USE 

1) This waming is FORUSE ON TOWABLE TUBES. 

2) Waming should be securely attached to (or printed on) the tube or surrounding skirt in a manner 
that should be resistant to degradation caused by sun, salt, gasoline, abrasion, etc. 

3) Use only an easily readable font style. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

4) Use only highly contrasting colors. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

5) Waming should be "boxed" and "headlined" WARNING, with an orange background behind 
the upper "Waming" Box. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

6) Waming should be placed in a conspicuous location so that there is a likelihood it will be seen 
prior to use. 

7) Printed material such as in an Operator's Manual that includes the warning does not need to 
have the orange color in the upper box. 

SPECIAL MANUFACTtJRING INSTRUCTIONS 
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8) Manufacturer should list on the packaging and in the instmctions the maximum number of 
riders recommended for the product, and the average tensile strength of the rope necessary for 
pulling the tube and its rider(s). 

[Insert appropriate number of people for this tube, corresponding average weight for the people, and 
the average tensile strength ofthe rope required in the following message which should appear on the 
packaging.] 

Average Rope 
Number of Riders Average Weight of Riders Tensile Strength 

One 170 Lbs. 1500 Lbs. 
Two 340 Lbs. 2375 Lbs. 

Three 510 Lbs. 3350 Lbs. 
Four 680 Lbs. 4100 Lbs. 

A WARNING 

Use of this product and participation in the sport of tubing involves inherent risks of injury or death. Before 
using this tube, read the owner's manual carefully. 
This tube is designed to carry no more than persons or Ibs. 
Use a tow rope of at least Ibs. Average tensile strength for pulling this tube and its rider(s). 
The stress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and will vary with the weight of the 
passengers, design, and surface area of the tube. 

This information is presented as guidelines for manufacturers and suppliers to inform users. Due to the 
unique design or proprietary style of some devices or sporting equipment, changes to the document(s) 
may be necessary in word content. This will prevent conflict of statements and permit new innovative 
changes and designs to products, while still following the intent ofthe message. 

Manufacturer should supply address information including mailing address, phone, email, and toll free 
numbers if available in the Operator's Manual. 
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Tab 5 (b) 

TAB 5(B) - OPERATOR'S MANUAL: INFLATABLE TUBE 

A WARNING 

Use of this product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
• Do not use at speeds that exceed skills of the rider. Boat speed should never exceed 20 mph for 

adults and 15 mph for children. 
This product should never be used by children except under adult supervision. 
This is not a personal flotation device. 
Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type III (PFD) vest. 
Never place wrists or feet through handles or towing harness. Ensure tow rope is clear of all body 
parts prior to or during use. 
Rider should keep feet out of the water. 
Watercraft driver is responsible for the ride since the tube cannot be controlled by the rider. 
Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
Watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp tums which might cause the tube to flip 
over abruptly resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
Do not tow in shallow water or near shore, docks, pilings, swimmers or other boats. 
Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your particular tiLibe. 
Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling a single person, 2375 Ibs. 
average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling for 
three people and 4100 Ibs. tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow 
rope should be at least 50 feet in length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
Do not operate watercraft or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Read Operator's Manual before use. 

PRODUCT INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNINGS 

Watersports can be safe and fiin for all levels of enthusiasts. The Operator's Manual is presented to 
enhance your enjoyment ofthe sport. It is intended to alert you to some ofthe potentially dangerous 
conditions that can arise in all watersports. 

To reduce the risk of injury or death, follow these guidelines: 

Carefully read this manual and follow the instructions. 
Only use your tube with a responsible watercraft operator who knows how to operate a 
watercraft properly. 
Take all reasonable precautions in the use and operation of your tube and boat. 
Teach anyone using your tube how to attach it to the rope, how to ride it, and how to maintain 
it. 
Use a single tube for not more than one rider and no more than two riders for a double tube. 
Do not exceed the manufacturer's recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
If the tube is designed for more than one person, take extra precaution to avoid colliding with 
one another. 
The stress on the rope is different from the stress pn the tube, and will vary with the weight of 
the passengers, design, and surface area ofthe tube. 
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Never strap or attach anyone to the tube or cover. Never put your feet or hands through the 
strapping ofthe towing system or handles. Never wedge your hands or feet under the cover or 
between the cover and the tube. 
Never attempt jumps or dangerous tricks with your tube. If more than one tube is being towed, 
avoid collisions with other tubes. 
Scout the area before use to avoid any debris or obstacles that might present a safety hazard. 
Know your own limits. Stop when you are tired. Act responsibly. Be in good physical 
condition and be cautious in your use ofthis or any other towable tube. 
Check the rope and connector for frays, cuts, sharp edges, knots, or wear before each use. 
Discard rope if any such condition exists or if rope appears to be wom. Such conditions may 
lead to breaks. 
Do not use tow rope with elastic or bungee material to pull skiers or riders. Such an addition 
can break or stretch which may lead to injury of users or boat occupants. 
Rope is subject to deterioration when exposed to direct sunlight. The life ofthe product will 
be extended when stored away from sunlight. 
The tow rope should be replaced when signs of deterioration appear, indicated by the existence 
of discoloration, wearing, fraying or raveling. 
Do not add hardware or attachments that are not otherwise supplied by the manufacturer. 

WATERSPORTS SAFETY CODE: 

Watersports are fun and challenging but involve inherent risks of injury or death. To increase your 
enjoyment ofthe sport and to reduce your risks, use common sense and follow these rules: 

Before vou start: 
• Familiarize yourself with all applicable federal, state and local laws, the risks inherent in the 

sport and the proper use of the equipment. 
• Know the waterways. 
• Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
• Skier/rider, observer and driver must agree on hand signals. 
• Never start out until skier/rider signals he/she is ready. 
• Carbon Monoxide (CO) poisoning from engine exhaust may cause injury or death. Do not sit 

on the boat transom or swim platform while the engine is miming. These activities may lead to 
excessive CO exposure which may cause injury or death. Ifyou can smell engine exhaust 
while in the boat, do not stay seated in that position for prolonged periods. Never "Platform 
Drag" by holding onto the swim platform or be dragged directly behind the boat. An 
improperly tuned engine will produce excessive exhaust. Have your engine checked and 
corrected by a mechanic. Changing boat speed or direction relative to the wind can reduce or 
increase boat exhaust from accumulating near the boat and rider. Consult your boat Owners 
Manual, or the United States Coast Guard's website: www.uscgboating.org for more 
information on how to help protect others and yourself from the dangers of CO poisoning 

• Use caution and common sense. 
• Do not exceed the weight guidelines of your boat. Only use water ballast and people for 

additional weight. Do not allow passengers to hang outside the boat or sit on the gunwales 
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outside the normal seating area of the boat. Uneven weight distribution or additional weight 
may affect the handling ofthe boat. Never allow water to overflow the gunwales of your boat. 

Your equipment and vour tow rope: 
• Inspect all equipment prior to use. Check bindings, fms, tube and attachment point, and 

flotation device prior to each use. Do'not use if damaged. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) vest. 
• Rope should be attached to the watercraft in an approved fashion with hardware designed for 

towing. Refer to your watercraft manual for instmctions on proper tow rope attachment. 
• Tow ropes sfretch during use. If a rope breaks or is suddenly released, it can snap back into the 

watercraft. Wam all riders, skiers and occupants ofthe danger of rope recoil. 
• When in the boat, keep away from the tow rope to avoid injury. Passengers can be hit, or 

become entangled in the rope. 
• Inspect tow rope and its attachments before using. Do not use tow rope if frayed, knotted or 

damaged. Replace when signs of excessive deterioration are indicated by discoloration, broken 
filaments, unraveling or other obvious signs of wear on the rope or hardware. 

• Use proper tow rope for the activity. 
• Ensure tow rope is clear of all body parts prior to starting out or during use. 
• Keep persons and ropes away from propeller when engine is mnning, even in neufral. Should 

rope become entangled in propeller, SHUT OFF ENGINE AND REMOVE IGNITION KEY 
BEFORE RETRIEVING ROPE. 

When you ski or ride: 
• Attempting land or dock starts can increase the risk ofinjury or death. USE THIS PRODUCT 

ONLY ON WATER. 
• Always remove any slack in the rope between watercraft and skier/ rider before starting. 

Sudden shock loads may cause injury to skier/rider or failure of rope, resulting in snap-back or 
breakage. 

• Do not ski or ride in shallow water, near shore, pilings, docks, rafts, swimmers, other boats or 
other obstacles. Such obstacles are examples of risks that are inherent in the sport. 

• The driver and skier/rider must watch for and be able to stop or tum to avoid obstacles. 
• Always ski or ride in control and at speeds appropriate for your ability, limits. Do not ski or 

ride over ramps or jumps without prior instmction. 
• Falling and the injuries that may result are inherent risks in the sport. 
• Use a flag to signal to others that a skier or rider is in the water. 
• Driver must use extra caution approaching a fallen skier/rider and keep eye contact on fallen 

skier/rider at all times. 
• Put the boat in neutral when near a fallen skier/rider. Tum the engine off when people are 

getting into or out of the boat, or in the water near the boat. 
• Do not operate watercraft, ski or ride under the influence of alcohol or dmgs. 

THE WARNINGS AND PRACTICES SET FORTH ABOVE IN THE WATERSPORTS 
SAFETY CODE REPRESENT SOME COMMON RISKS ENCOUNTERED BY USERS. THE 
CODE DOES NOT PURPORT TO COVER ALL INSTANCES OF RISK OR DANGER. 
PLEASE USE COMMON SENSE AND GOOD JUDGMENT. 
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Please contact us ifyou have any questions on the proper selection, function, or safe use ofthis 
producL 

MANUFACTURER'S INSTRUCTIONS 

The information above should BE PROVIDED TO THE PURCHASER OF AN INFLATABLE 
TUBE at the time of sale. The specific type of delivery vehicle (i.e. warranty card, release form, etc.) 
is to be at the option of each manufacturer. 

Manufacturer should supply address information including mailing address, phone, email, and toll free 
numbers if available in the Operator's Manual. 
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ON TUBE WARNING 

A WARNING 
Use of this product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
• Do not use at speeds that exceeds skills ol the rider. Boat speed should never exceed 20 mph 
for adults and 15 mph for children. 

• This product should never be used by children except under adult supervision. 
• This is not a personal flotation device. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type III (PFD) vest. 
• Never place wrists or feet through handles or towing harness. Ensure tow rope is clear of all 
body parts prior to or during use. 

• Rider should keep feet out of the water. 
• Watercraft driver is responsible for the ride since the tube cannot be controlled by the rider 
Always have a person other than the driver as an obsen/er. 

• Watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp lurns whicli might cause the tube to 
flip over abruptly resulting in serious injury to the rider. 

• Do not tow in shallow water or near shore, docks, pilings, swimmers or other boats. 
• Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
• Use a low rope of 1500 Ibs. average tensile dtrength for pulling a single person, 2375 lbs, 
average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling 
three people and 4100 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable 
tube. The tow rope should be at least 50 feet in length bui not to exceed 65 feet. 

• Do not operate watercraft, or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
• Read Operator's Manual before use. 

Photo #1: Water Sports Industry Association waming on regular tubing 

AWARNING 
Use o l this pioduci and pir t 'dpat ion in the sport involves inherent risks ot injuiy 
01 deatli. 
1. InspKtrope.t iandleai i i lconnectorstKloreeachuse. Do not use it damaged. 

2. Make suie rope is not wrapped around part o l anyone's I n d ; during use. 

3. Rope stretches during use, Sudden release of handle can cause rope and 
handle to sna p back end may hil the occupants ot user which could resul l ln 
injuiy, 

4. Tliis tope Is inlended only lor lowing s single person on water sltis, wakeflmw-
hoards, or barefooting. Any other use may causa rope failure. 

5. Read Operator's Manual lief pre use. 

WARNING 
Use o l this product and pirlJcipalion in the sport liwotvts inherent risks ot injuiy or 
dMth. 
t. Inspect rope, handle and connectors before each u u . Do not use i l damaged. 
2, Make sure lope is not wrapped around pait of anyone's body ctuiing use. 
3, Rope stretches during use. Sudden release ol handle can cause rope and 

handle lo snap back and may hit ine occupants or user which could result in 
InjucY, 

4, TJiis rope Is intended only tor tovdng up Io a ma«mum ot (one, two, t h n t 
tour) people or. (170.3W, 510. SBO) pounds on an inllalable lube. Any ointr use 
may tfiuse rope failure. 

5, Read Operator's Manual before use. Do nol remove warning. 

ROPE WARNING TUBE ROPE WARNING 
Photo #2: Water Sports Industry Association rope and tube rope wamings 
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Glen Canyon NRA 
Determination of Public Access or Restriction 

Affected Area/Topic Common Name: 

A restriction conceming kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. 

Location of Affected Area: 

All waters, air, and land areas of Glen Canyon NRA. 

Nature of Action/Restriction/Closure: 

A general restriction specific to recreational activities commonly referred to as kite 
tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. This restriction applies to any activity requiring a 
tow vessel for the purpose of sustained air travel above the water surface, and any water 
based recreational activity that relies on tethered parafoils, parachutes, kites, wings, or 
other tethered apparatus for propulsion across the water surface resulting in sustained air 
travel. This restriction is not intended to limit or curtail activities associated with 
conventional recreational pursuits including sailing, sail boarding, water skiing, knee 
boarding, or wake boarding. 

Level of Scope of Closure/Restriction: 

This is a general restriction specific to all waters and areas within Glen Canyon NRA to 
specific recreational activities known as kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. 

Proposed Regulatory Language (36 CFR section/wording): 

36 CFR L5 (a)2 

Kite tubing, parasailing, and similar activities requiring a tow vessel or tow vehicle for 
the purposes of providing air flight of participants and/or apparatus are prohibited within 
the boundaries of Glen Canyon NRA. Kite boarding, kite surfing, and similar tethered 
activities requiring a parasail, kite, wing, or similar tethered apparatus attached to the 
participant or floatation device, for the specific purpose of providing propulsion or air 
flight are prohibited. 

Definitions: 

Kite tubing is a generic term used to describe certain water based recreational pursuits 
involving the use of tethered floatation devices designed to rise above the surface ofthe 
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water. This term is used to describe recreational activities associated with the use of 
manufactured devices such as the WEGO "Kite Tube", SEVYLOR "Manta", and similar 
apparatus. 

Kite boarding is a generic category of recreational activities associated with floatation 
devices designed for water and air travel propelled by tethered parafoils, parachutes, 
wings, kites, or other similar apparatus. 

Parasails are a generic family of devices dependent on parafoils, parachutes, wings, or 
similar apparatus towed by vessels with long tow lines for the purposes of sustained air 
travel. 

Justification: 

In April of 2006 the first observation ofkite tubing was made at Glen Canyon NRA. 
This observation was made secondary to a call for EMS intervention to rescue a severely 
injured man who had been crushed by a Kite Tube inverting and crashing. This person 
suffered severe trauma to their neck and chest resulting in a near drowning incident. This 
incident was documented in CI# 06 0297. Since this first accident three other severe 
injuries,(CI# 06-941, 06-1301, 06-1334), and multiple minor accidents attributed to kite 
tubing have occurred within the recreation area. Glen Canyon staff have air lifted 4 
patients from the lake, with three suffering life threatening injuries. Subsequent 
viewings of various kite tubing promotional materials indicates a steep leaming curve for 
the "operator" to establish the correct balance and steering to keep the kite tube from 
veering violently from side to side and/or up and down. The manufacturer's videos show 
sequences where the kite tube appears to be primarily out of control. In addition 
numerous personal videos of actual accidents have been recorded and collected showing 
the unpredicted violent out of control nature ofthis activity. Due to the unpredictable 
nature ofthe crafts "flight", it is dangerous and inappropriate to permit this activity to 
occur in proximity to other visitors recreating on the lake, nor is it pmdent to allow an 
inherently unstable and dangerous activity to establish a user/participant precedent. 

Kite tubing presents many ofthe same risks as "cliff jumping" which is a prohibited 
activity in the NRA. Kite tubes have the potential to rise to 60' above the water surface 
while traveling at speeds of 35-40 mph. Because ofthe uncontrolled nature ofkite tube 
falls or crashes, the "operator" often impacts the water surface at high speeds, near 
vertical angles, and unusual body positions, significantly increasing the risk ofinjury. 
(See attached list of case incidents.) 

Kite boarding represents a separate, but similar, set of risks and dangers to visitors at 
Glen Canyon NRA because ofthe basic uncontrolled nature ofthe kite board and the 
attached operator which is dependent on wind to provide lift and propulsion. Kite 
boarders are dependent on air movement and have little control concerning the general 
direction of travel, which may interfere with other visitors engaged in traditional water 
recreation activities such as sailing, water skiing, fishing, etc. In addition the lines and 
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cables attaching the kite boarder to the parafoil or wing pose potential safety concems to 
olher boaters or park visitors that may be struck or collide wilh these lines. Kite 
boarding, due to the generally uncontrolled speed and direction of travel ofthe kite board, 
requires large, open, and empty expanses ofwater, which often is not available at Glen 
Canyon NRA because of competing visitor uses. 

Parasailing also represents potential risks and dangers to parasailing participants as well 
as other park visitors. Parasailing requires extremely long lines, often in excess of 1000', 
generally straight line boat travel, and large open spaces of shoreline or water surface for 
landing, which increases the risk of interference or collision with other park visitors. 
Because the parasail tow boat requires sustain forward momentum to keep the parasailer 
air borne, it is extremely difficult for the tow vessel to maneuver or stop quickly to avoid 
other vessels or water hazards. The NRA has responded to calls for emergency assistance 
and rescue services because of serious injuries sustained in parasailing accidents. (See 
attached list of case incidents.) 

Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing are incompatible with the current spectmm of 
permissible recreational opportunities available at Glen Canyon NRA. While Lake 
Powell offers what appears to be a vast expanse of open water and endless space, impacts 
and conflicts among various user groups occur frequently due to the relatively restricted 
water channels and high level of visitor use. Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing 
require large amounts of space and unpopulated surface waters and have the potential to 
dismpt established recreational pursuits. Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing may 
require long tow ropes, large open water surfaces for takeoffs and landings and, because 
of their air borne attachments can not maneuver or stop abmptly. To avoid inevitable 
accidents caused by kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasaihng, as well as conflicts and 
accidents involving traditional park user groups not accustomed to the special operational 
needs of these dangerous air bome activities, the NRA has chosen to prohibit kite tubing, 
kite boarding, and parasailing. 

(SEE ATTACHMENTS & DATA FILES) 

NEPA, Cultural Resources Requirements: 

None Required. 

Proposed by: Mark Law, Law Enforcement Specialist, GCNRA 

Proposal Implementation Date: 6-15-06 
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Method of Public Notification: 

Notification ofthis closure restriction pertaining to towed aerial watercraft will be made 
through local and regional media services, park publications, park web-site, and posted 
on area information bulletin boards. (See attachments.) 

Reviewed By: Mike Mayer Date 
Chief Ranger Visitor and Resource Protection 

Determination: Adopted Rejected 

Kitty L. Roberts Date 
Superintendent 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

InsideNPS 
Itrformatlon Gateway for NPS Employees 

GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 
Kite Tubing Safety Alert 

Over the past month, the park has experienced a sharp upswing in visitor accitjents and injuries due to kite tubing on 
the lake. 

Kite tubes were introduced Into the market this past winter and have proven to be extremely dangerous. During the 
past three weeks, Glen Canyon staff have airlifted four people from the lake, with three suffering life threatening 
injuries. Kite tubes are large, round, ten-foot tubes with a solid fabric floor In the bottom. As the tube is pulled forward, 
the front of the tube is lifted and air catches the floor of the tube and lifts it out of the water with the rider on top of the 
tube. 

In all cases at Glen Canyon NRA, the riders were being pulled at 25 to 35 mph with a head on or quartering wind. 
The tubes would rise uncontrollatjly 15 to 25 feet into the air and Immediately invert and accelerate back to the water. 
The combined forward speed of the boat, plus the additional accelerated downward speed Is driving these victims into 
the water at speeds near 50+ mph. For additional details on the accidents, see the related incident report in today's 
edition. 

Interviews with friends and family members of accident victims have shown a disturbing trend with this use. in all 
cases at Glen Canyon NRA, multiple minor injury accidents occurred prior to the Incidents that required advanced life 
support. All victims were using the kite tubes as directed when they suddenly lifted to dangerous heights, became 
unstable, and plunged down to the water surface. The injuries seen are consistent with deceleration impact events 
that cause internal trauma. Victims have .reported coughing up blood, torn muscles, whiplash type injuries, broken 
ribs, punctured lungs and cervical fractures. 

Glen Canyon NRA has initiated discussion and contact with the National Association of State Boating Law 
Administrators (NASBLA) and will be providing a national safety alert through their organization very soon. In addition, 
the Consumer Product Safety Commission has been notified regarding this emerging threat and efforts are being 
made to dissennlnate more information on this activity through them. 

One of the park's weekend accidents resulted in a major neck injury. A news video from KUTV in Salt Lake City and a 
second KUTV video clip on an incident at Lake Mead can be viewed by clicking on the links listed below (a flash 
player is needed to view them): 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16192@kutv.dayport.cQm 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16155@kutv.dayport.com 

A prohibition on cliff jumping was put in place at Glen Canyon last year after an increase in injuries and fatalities 
associated with this activity. Although controversial in the beginning, i lhas been widely accepted and the park has 
received many positive comments back on this prohibition. A review of the data indicated that a significant increase in 
injury and death occurred al jumps higher than 15 feet. The Jast cliff jumping fatality occurred from 70 feet, with a 
calculated speed of about 50 mph when the victim impacted the water. 

Similar circumstances apply in this case. All kite tubers reported that they were traveling at 30 to 35 mph and most 
were 15 to 20 feet in the air when they were either ejected or turned upside down and accelerated back to the water. 
Another 10 to 20 mph of speed is added to their fonward speed, so the victims are hitting the water at 45 to 55 mph. 
These accidents are therefore the equivalent of a 70 foot cliff jump, with the added component ofthe victims having 
no control over how they enter or impact the water. 

http://classicinside.nps.gov/printheadline.cfm?type=Announcements&id=4523 6/14/2006 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16192@kutv.dayport.cQm
http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16155@kutv.dayport.com
http://classicinside.nps.gov/printheadline.cfm?type=Announcements&id=4523
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More Information... 
Exhibit H 

Contact Information 
Name: Mike Mayer, Chief Ranger 

headline.cfm?type=Announcements&id=4523 
[Back] 

Posted: June 08, 2006 

http:/./cIassicinside.nps.gov/printheadlin6.cfm?type=Announcements&id=4523 6/14/2006 



e-ie-06; 4 : 14PM;G. L. C. A. DISPACH ;9286086315 # 15/ 17 

060614HCC3603 
GLCA KITE TUBING '̂mm^ 

!CASE# DATE RANGER INCIDENT COMMENTS 
|06-O297 4/7/2006CLASSIC 
{36-0297 4/7/2006 J OSTAD 
[36-0941 5/22/2006BF CLINIC 
|06-0941 5/22/2006 VAN DRAGT 
|06-1301 6/2/2006MOWAT 
|06-1334 6/3/2006STARK 
|06-1334 6/3/2006STARK 
|D6-1334 6/3/2006STARK . 
|06-1301 6/2/2006MOWAT 
|06-1526 6/10/2006SAMPLE 
|06-1533 6/10/2006LARSON 

EMSALS (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (serv) 
EMSALS (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (sen/) 
EMSALS (serv) 
EMSBLS (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (serv) 
SAR (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (sen/) 
ASSTCTZN (serv) 
ASSTCTZN (serv) 

29 YOM FELL 30 FT FROM WATER KITE TUBE 
29 YOM FELL 30 FT FROM WATER KITE TUBE 
34 YOM KITE TUBING ACCIDENT 
34 YOM KITE TUBING ACCIDENT 
26 YOM W/NECK INJURY FROM KITE TUBING 
14 YOF KITE TUBING (30 FT FALL) 
14 YOF KITE TUBING (30 FT FALL) 
14 YOF KITE TUBING (30 FT FALL) 
26 YOM W/NECK INJURY FROM KITE TUBING 
VERBAL CONTACT WITH KITE TUBER 
EDUCATIONAL CONTACT FOR KITE TUBING 

Page 1 
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
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GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 

Two In jured in Kite Tubing Accidents 

Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "kite tubing" accidents in the park last weekend. In both cases, the 
victims were riding kite tubes towed by boats when they lost control ofthe device. Each then fell into Lake Powell from 
heights of between 10 and 40 feet. Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes that are towed by boats at 20 to 40 mph. 
The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air from 15 to 60 feet. Controlling a kite tube is extremely 
challenging and the slightest upset in its balance causes it to fall into the water.-The first incident occurred on Friday, 
June 2nd, at approximately 2:30 p.m. near the Bullfrog area. A 29-year-old man from SL George, Utah, was riding a 
kite tube when he lost control and fell from a height of 35 to 40 feet while moving at approximately 35 to 40 mph. He 
suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog Medical Clinic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. He was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing, butthe other two 
sustained only minor injuries and were not treated. On the afternoon of Saturday, June 3rd, a 14-year-old giri from 
Houston, Texas, fell from 10 lo 15 feet from her kite tube while being towed at 20 to 25 mph. She lost consciousness 
when she struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the Incident and she was flown by helicopter from 
Iceberg Canyon to SL Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction. After further examination at the hospital, she was released 
without serious injuries. These were the third and fourth accidents this year involving kite tubes. The first accident 
occurred on April 7lh and resulted in a punctured lung caused by broken ribs; the second was on May 22nd, when 
another person sustained Injuries to the chest and back while using a kite tube. Both of these incidents involved kite 
tube riders losing control ofthe device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate of speed. The individuals 
involved in these accidents were also transported by helicopter to the hospital. This is the first season that park 
rangers at Glen Canyon have seen kite tubes on the lake. Please see the related safety alert on kite tubing in this 
issue for additional information and for links to two TV news videos on kite tubing accidents. 

More Information 

Contact Information 
Name: Kevin Schneider, Management Assistant 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=lncidents&id=2616 

htt0://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=Incidents&id=26I6 6/14/2006 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=lncidents&id=2616
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GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 

Two In jured in Kite Tubing Accidents 

Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "kite tubing" accidents in the park last weekend. In both cases, the 
victims were riding kite tubes towed by boats when they lost control of the.device. Each then fell into Lake Powell from 
heights of between 10 and 40 feeL Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes that are towed by boats at 20 to 40 mph. 
The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air from 15 to 60 feeL Controlling a kite tube is extremely 
challenging and the slightest upset in its balance causes it to fall into fhe water. The first incident occurred on Friday, 
June 2nd, at approximately 2:30 p.m. near the Bullfrog area. A 29-year-old man from St. George, Utah, was riding a 
kite tube when he lost control and fell from a height of 35 to 40 feet while moving at approximately 35 to 40 mph. He 
suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog Medical Clinic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand 
Junction, Colorado, He was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing, but the other two 
sustained only minor injuries and were not treated. On the afternoon of Saturday, June 3rd, a 14-year-old girt from 
Houston, Texas, fell from 10 to 15 feet from her kite tube while being towed at 20 to 25 mph. She lost consciousness 
when she struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was flown by helicopter from 
Iceberg Canyon to SL Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction. After further examination at fhe hospital, she was released 
without serious injuries..These were the third and fourth accidents this year involving kite tubes. The first accident 
occurred on April 7th and resulted in a punctured lung caused by broken ribs; the second was on May 22nd, when 
another person sustained injuries to the chest and back while using a kite tube. Both of these incidents involved kite 
tube riders losing control of the device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate of speed. The individuals 
involved in these accidents were also transported by helicopter to the hospital. This is the first season that park 
rangers at Glen Canyon have seen kite tubes on the lake. Please see the related safety alert on kite tubing in this 
issue for additional information and for links to two TV news videos on kite tubing accidents. 

More Information 

Contact Information 
Name: Kevin Schneider, Management Assistant 

http://inside,nps,gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=lncidenfs&id=2616 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=^Incidents&id=2616 6/14/2006 

http://inside,nps,gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=lncidenfs&id=2616
http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=%5eIncidents&id=2616
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 6, 2005 05-12 

Glen Canyon National 
Recreation Area 

691 Scenic View Dr. 
PO Box 1507 
Page, AZ 86040-1507 

CONTACT: Kevin Schneider 
928-608-6208 

Glen Canyon News Release 

Two Injured in "Kite Tubing" Accidents Last Weekend 

Page, Ariz. - Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "Kite Tubing" accidents 
this past weekend at Glen Canyon National Recreation Area. In both cases, the victims 
were riding Kite Tubes towed by boats when they lost control ofthe device. The victims 
fell into the waters of Lake Powell from heights between lo and 40 feet. 

The first incident occurred on Friday, June 2 at approximately 2:30 pm near the Bullfrog 
area. The victim, a 29 year- old male from St. George, Utah, was riding a Kite Tube 
when he lost control and fell from a height of 35- 40 feet, while moving at approximately 
35- 40 mph. He suffered a broken neck and was flown by heUcopter from the Bullfrog 
Medical Clinic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction, Colorado. He was the third 
person in his party that day to be injured while Kite Tubing. The other two individuals 
reported they had minor injuries and were not treated. 

On Saturday afternoon, June 3, a 14- year old girl from Houston, Texas, fell 10-15 feet 
from her Kite Tube while being towed at 20- 25 mph. She lost consciousness when she 
struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was 
flown by helicopter from Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction, 
Colorado. After further examination at the hospital, she was released without serious 
injuries. 

These were the third and fourth accidents this year at Glen Canyon National Recreation 
Area involving Kite Tubes. The first accident occurred on April 7 and resulted in a 
punctured lung caused by broken ribs. On May 22, a second person had injuries to their 
chest and back while using a Kite Tube. Both of these incidents involved Kite Tube 
riders losing control ofthe device and falling into the water while moving at a tiigh rate 
of speed. The individuals involved in these accidents were also transported by 
helicopter to the hospital. 

Kite Tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20- 40 mph. The user 
holds onto the Kite Tube as it rises into the air, 15- 60 feet from the surface ofthe water. 
Controlling a Kite Tube is extremely challenging, and the slightest upset in its balance 
causes the Kite Tube to fall into the water. As a newcomer to the market, this is the first 
season park rangers at Glen Canyon have observed their use. 

- wivw.nps.gov/glca -

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA'" 
The National Park Sen/ice cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

http://wivw.nps.gov/glca
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mph and most were 15 to 20 feet in the air when they were either ejected or turnei 
accelerated back to the water. Another 10 to 20 mph of speed is added to their foi 
the victims are hitting the water at 45 to 55 mph. These accidents are therefore thj 
70 foot cliff jump, with the added component ofthe victims having no control oversow 
impact the water. 

More Infonnation... 

Contact Information 
Name: Mike Mayer, Chief Ranger 

about lnslde.nps.gov | feedback 

http://classicinside.nps.gov/headline.cfm?type=Announcements&id=4523 6/9/2006 

http://lnslde.nps.gov
http://classicinside.nps.gov/headline.cfm?type=Announcements&id=4523
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Kevin Schneider To: David Barna/WASO/NPS@NPS, Elaine Sevy/WASO/NPS@NPS, Karen 
nfj/oo/ofinfi n7-4i AIVI Brestin/DENVER/NPS@NPS, James Doyle/DENVER/NPS@NPS, 

' " M MST Patricia Turiey/DENVER/NPS@NPS, Rick Frost/DENVeR/NPS@NPS, 

Subject: Grand Junction Daily Sentinel: Two injured at Lake Powell riding popular 
kite tubes 

Two injured at Lake Powell riding popular kite tubes 

Wednesday, June 07,2006 

By SALLY SPAULDING 

The Dally Sentinel 

Two people were Injured at Lake Powell last weekend while riding "kite tubes" pulled by boats in the Glen 
Canyon National Recreation Area. 

Both victims, a 29-year-old male from St George, Utah, and a 14-year-old giri from Houston, Texas, were 
flown to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction for treatment. 

Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite 
tube as it rises into the air, 15 to 60 feet from the surface of the water. 

The product was released widely on the market this year and runs about $500. 

This is the first season park rangers at Glen Canyon have observed the use of kite tubes, said Kevin 
Schneider of the National Park Service. 

The first incident ofthe weekend occurred on Friday near the Bullfrog Marina area. The 29-year-old male 
lost control of the kite tube and fell roughly 40 feet while moving at approximately 40 mph. 

He suffered a broken neck and was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing. 

On Saturday, the 14-year-old giri was being towed at about 25 mph w ĥen she fell between 10 and 15 
feet. 

She lost consciousness when she struck the water and was flown from the Iceberg Canyon area of the 
lake to St Mary's. 

She was released from the hospital without "serious" injuries, according to Schneider. 

Schneider said the weekend accidents were the third and fourth accidents this year at Glen Canyon 
National Recreation Area involving kite tubes. 

The first two incidents also sent victims to St. Mary's Hospital and involved broken bones, a punctured 
lung and other injuries. 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
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Kevin Schneider 
06/08/2006 07:41 AM 
MST 

fyi 

To: Kitty Roberts/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Nancie E Ames/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
Susan Perkins/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Stan 
Burman/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Pat Qulnn/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Hank 

cc: 
Subject: Fw: Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
928-608-6208 
-— FonA/arded by Kevin Schneider/GLC/VNPS on 06/08/2006 07:40 AM • 

"Paul Ostapuk" jo: <Kevin_Schneider@nps.gov> 
<postapuk@cableone.n cc: 
et> Subject: Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 
06/08/2005 07:39 AM 
MST 

Hi Kevin, 

I wanted to let you know that the Friends of Lake Powell has started a letter writing campaign to remove 
this new dangerous product from the market. 

Have spoken to the manufacturer (Sportsstuff) and several distributors asking them to give this product 
immediate attention. 

Thank you for your recent press release and have fun at the celebrations at Park Service Headquarters, 
am on my way out of town to the Old Spanish Trail Annual Convention and will miss today's planned 
activities. 

Paul Ostapuk 
Friends of Lake Powell 

mailto:Kevin_Schneider@nps.gov
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"Robert Baron" 
<erfpmd 1 @cox. net> 

06/07/2006 10:06 PM 
MST 

To: "Mayer, Mike" <Mike_Mayer@NPS.gov> 
cc: "Steve Luckesen" <Luckesenig)Hughes.Net>, '"Baron, Robert'" 

<erfpmd 1 @cox. net> 
Subject: FW; Kite Tubes 

FYI 

From: Robert Baron [mailto:erfpmdl@cox.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 07, 2006 10:05 PM 
To: Kitty Roberts (Kitty_Roberts@nps.gov) 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

Kitty, 

I have been following the cases of injuries concerning the operation of Kite Tubes. 1 believe the 
information collected on the lake, the need to airiift 4 people from the lake in 3 weeks with 1 having a 
broken neck and 2 others having major chest injuries suggests that this "toy" is just plain foo dangerous. 
Ifyou have not seen video clips ofthe use of these kites, please go to KUTV.com, click on the video 
section in the upper right hand corner and click the button that says "see all". Scroll through the options 
and there you will find a clip from 6/5 & 6/5. These videos show graphically what can happen with these 
devices. 

Kitty, I have heard that your Rangers are suggesting the writing of a compendium that would ban the use 
of these Kite Tubes on the lake. From an injury prevention viewpoint, Ihave to agree. Please let me 
know how this all progresses. 

Sincerely, 

Bob Baron 

mailto:Mike_Mayer@NPS.gov
mailto:erfpmdl@cox.net
mailto:Kitty_Roberts@nps.gov
http://KUTV.com
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Bruce Malloy To: Randy Y Larson/PAIS/NPS@NPS 
05/10/?00fi n<5•̂ 4 A M ^ -̂ '-'^'^ Antonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS, 
ua lu/^uuD U3.0H Miv. j ^ . ^ ^ ^ Allck/CURE/NPSl^NPS, Linden Schlenker/B1CA/NPS@NPS. 

Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Matthew Senulis/t^MR/NPS@NPS, Mike 
Subject: Re: Kite TubingU 

Thanks for the heads up on this potentially dangerous activity. We have not experienced any interest in 
these types of "above the water" activities. But we anticipated that we would in the future, therefore last 
year we crafted and implemented a Compendium prohibition on all of these activities except 
windsurfing/sailboarding. We have not had any comments, negative or positive, on this prohibition, 

y j.5 Closures and Public Use Limits 
(a) Consistent with applicable legislation and Federal administrative policies, and based upon a 
determination that such action is necessary for the maintenance of public health and safety, protection of 
environmental or scenic values, protection of natural or cultural resources, aid to scientific research, 
implementation of management responsibilities, equitable allocation and use of facilities, or the 
avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities, the superintendent may: 
(I) Establish, for all or a portion of a park area, a reasonable schedule of visiting hours, impose public 
use limits, or close all or a portion ofa park area to all public use or to a specific itse or activity. 

Kitesurfing, kiteboarding, hang gliding, and parasailing (board riding while attached to 
wind-driven parachute-lilce objects or wing devices and/or towed by a vessel or vehicle) are 
prohibited. The closure is in effect on all parlc waters. 

Kitesurfing/boarding, hang gliding, and parasailing within the National Recreation Area has been 
deemed an inappropriate activity given safety concems and resource conflicts that the park is 
mandated to prevent. The reservoir is a highly used public area with many recreational activities 
including swimming, fishing, camping, and boating. These activities have a long history of 
compatible use. Kitesurfing/boarding, and parasailing requires large open areas free of people, 
obstacles, and other activities. Accepted safety practices by kitesurfing/boarding and parasailing 
associations and groups advocate no kiteboard or parasailing use in swim areas and avoidance of 
obstacles. A kite or parasail being operated in the air has a reach of at least IOO' and kite lines under 
tension can cut anything they touch like a razor. Hang gliding while attached to a vessel or vehicle is 
also prohibited due to the inherent safety risks associated with this activity and the dangers to others 
either in the towing vessel/vehicle or others nearby. A closure will ensure the safety of park visitors 
and avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities. This closure does not include 
sailboarding, where a sail is permanently affixed to the board. 

Bruce Malloy 
Chief Ranger 
Amistad National Recreation Area 
4121 Veterans Blvd. 
Del Rio, Texas 78840 
830-775-7492 ext. 213 

Randy Y Larson 

Randy Y Larson To: Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS 
05/09/2006 12-39 PM '̂ '̂ '- '̂̂ '̂̂ ^ Malloy/AMIS/NPS@NPS, Dale Antonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, 
c n r • Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS, Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, 

Linden Schlenker/BICA/NPS@NIPS, Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS 

Subject: Re: Kite TubingQ 
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We have not experienced Kite Tubing but the rage on the coastlines of the counlry over the last several 
years is Kiteboarding (also called Kitesurfing). Kiteboarders use smallish like surfboards with footstraps 
tethered by a 30 meter kevlar line to a parachute. With strong winds kiteboarders use the parachute sail 
to achieve surface speeds of 30 MPH and in doing so can actually "take off" and get airborne for brief 
periods. 

Our primary concern was a myriad of visitor safety conflicts. At 20-30 MPH a kevlar line could actually 
sever a limb or neck of a sunbather, swimmer, windsurfer, etc. Further compounding our issue is that 
PAIS is one of the top 5 windsurfing areas in the country. Windsurfing is embraced and managed by the 
parte and fully compatible with our mission. However the two issues were not compatible together. 
Windsurfers generally sail perpendicular to the wind while kiteboarders travel parallel with the wind. What 
we were seeing was an "unguarded intersection" with the potential for a cross collision or "clothesline" at 
a combined speed of 35-50 MPH. A kevlar line across a body could be disastrous. 

We spent a lot of time debating the issue in the park and I met with two local outfitters in Corpus Christi 
who had the majority of the kiteboarding business. As I looked into accepted safety practices by 
kiteboarding associations and various kiteboarding group I found commonly accepted standards that 
advocated no kiteboard use in swim areas and avoidance of crowded beaches. In the end a closure was 
deemed necessary to ensure the safety of park visitors and avoicd conflict with other visitor use activities. 

We talked over the applicability of 36 CFR 2.17 with the Solicitor, WASO, and others. We received mixed 
opinions on the applicability of 2.17, so in the end a compendium closure was crafted which prohibits 
Kiteboarding at PAIS. 

Surprisingly the closure has gone well. I think the safety issue was pretty obvious to everyone and it 
helped having many altemative sites outside the park for Kiteboarding. 

Hope this helps. 

RaniJy Larson 
Chief Ranger 
Padre Island National Seashore 
(361)949-8173x237 

Mike Mayer 

,•:;> Mike Mayer To: Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS, Dale Antonich/LAME/NPStgtNPS, 
05/08/2006 11 -51 AM ^'^^^ Malloy/AMIS/NPS@NPS, Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS, 
»^sT Randy Y Larson/PAIS/NPS@NPS, Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, 

Linden Schlenker/B1CA/NPS@NPS, Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS 
cc: 

Subject: Kite Tubing 

The next thing that will cause us trouble with injuries and deaths. Kite Tubing. Three weeks ago we had 
our first near fatality from this activity. If you haven't seen this you need to go to the web site. 
www.sportstuff.com. Its made by WEGO Kite Tube and in my estimation they won't be in business long. 

Our guy was 75' behind the boat, traveling 28 mph, and about 10-12 feet off the water. The kite tube 
inverted and plunged or rammed the water surface. Seems innocent enough, but 30mph forward speed + 
accelerated downward plunge ~ unconscious tuber with three broken ribs and punctured lung. He was 
pulled from the water, unconscious and face down (est. 45 sec.) by his party and taken to shore where we 
air lifted him. We have a history of folks that died from cliff jumping from 20-30 feet and routinely die 
from 70+ feet. 

It won't be long until someone figures out that if we put a 400 foot rope on the kite tube then it can get 50 

http://www.sportstuff.com
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feet in the air. 

I am just curious if any of you have experienced this yet? 

Mike Mayer 
Chief Ranger 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
office 928-608-6253 
cell 928-640-0429 
928-608-6259 FAX Office • 
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Kevin Schneider To: Kitty Roberts/GLCA/NPStgiNPS, Nancie E Ames/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
nfi/ns/9nnR 1 n ns AM Susan Peri<ins/GLC/VNPS@NPS, Mike Mayer/GLC/^NPS@NPS, Stan 
uo/uo/zuuD u.uo AIVI Burman/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Pat Quinn/GLC/VNPS@NPS, Hank 
Mb I QQ; 

Subject: arizona daily sun: Kite tubing injuries on Lake Powell a worry 

From the Arizona Daily Sun, Flagstaff 

Kite tubing injuries 
By CYNDY COLE 

Sun Staff Reporter 

06/08/2006 

on Lake Powell a worry 

A large, disc-like inflatable tube that lets water recreationists 'take flight' on Lake Powell is also 
leading to emergency room trips. 

One product retailei: is saying the new toy towed behind boats at Lake Powell lets riders "fly 
through the air like a bird... reaching incredible new heights." 

After four injuries this summer in which riders were also flown to the hospital, the National Park 
Service is waming that the kite-like device is causing broken bones and comparing the new sport 
to cliff jumping, which is prohibited. 

The toys are round, iriflatable discs about 10 feet in diameter that are pulled behind boats. The 
rider lies flat on top of them as tbe boat gets going, then sometimes soars into the air at 
45-degree angle, half-standing on them, shifting the body weight back away from the boat with a 
yank. There are footholds and handles. 

It's like riding on top ofa big, inflatable: disc. 

"The slightest movement by the user to upset the balance will cause it to tumble into the water," 
recreation area spokesman Kevin Schneider said. 

Videos on Web sites that sell the Kite Tube for about $600 show one rider hanging half-on, 
half-off, legs dangling. 

In other clips, riders appear to soar 10 or 20 feet above the water on the disc, which has a skull 
and crossbones logo on the underside. 

Four people have been flown out of Glen Canyon National Recreation Area with injuries after 
riding Kite Tubes. 
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"This is the first time we've actually seen them in Glen Canyon National Recreation Area," 
Schneider said. 

Friday, a 29-year-old man from St. George was about 35 or 40 feet in the air, being pulled at 35 
or 40 miles per hour when he fell. His neck was broken. He was fhe third person in his group that 
day to be hurt, though the other injuries in his group were considered minor. 

On Saturday, a 14-year-old girl form Texas fell from the kite 10-15 feet and was knocked 
unconscious when she hit the water. 

"In some ways this is similar to cliff jumping, because you have a person falling into the water at 
a high distance and relatively high rate of speed," Schneider said. He added riders are not in 
control of how they hit the water. 

Cliff jumping was banned across Lake Powell last year. The Park Service has made posters -
they can be found taped up in convenience stores near the lake - out of a video ofone man who 
jumped off a cliff and was never seen alive again. His friends were holding the video camera. 

The Park Service is allowing the new devices, but is reviewing accidents as they happen. 

A ban on Kite Tubes would be within the park's authority, Schneider said. 

Cyndy Cole can be reached at ccole@azdailysun.com or at 913-8607. 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
928-608-6208 

mailto:ccole@azdailysun.com
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« World's largest kite flies in Tokyo 
321 kite-flyers held in a crackdown against metal-wire use » 

KiteTube!? 

Ads bv Gooooooqie 

Wego Kite Tube - In 
Stock 
Free Shipping and 
choice of Free Life 
Vest or Pump with 
eacJi order! 
www. BoalTiibe.com 

Overton's Water 
Sports 
Your one stop shop for 
all your Marine and 
Watersports needsl 
www.overtons.com 

Just reading the Toronto Khe Fliers mailing list today and someone posted a 
link to a bizarre "kite" that is towed behind a boat. It's called the WEGO KITE 
TUBE produced by SPORTSSTUFF. 

So the idea is basically you convince some fearless individual to climb on top of 
this inflated disk, tear down the lake at top speed and with some "control" the 
rider can launch the kite tube in the air and remain air borne. As long as you 
have enough speed, and you keep the right angle of attack you should be ok. 
(mildly insane but ok) 

Personally I don't think I would do it... there are a few spills in that video that 
look like they could have been a lot worse... you can check out the video here; 
Kite Tube Video. 

This entry was posted on Tuesday, February 28th, 2006 at 8:57 pm and is filed under General. You can follow any 
responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can leave a response, or trackback from your own site. 

60 Responses to "Kite Tube!?" 

1. i/Says: 
March 3rd. 2006 at 4:33 pm 

The wego kite tube by sportsstuff is definitely going to be an interesting ride, living in 
minnesota, I have not been able to get on this tube yet (it was released in January and our lakes 
are fi-oze, obviously). But I sell this tube at IVIN Boat Shows, and as such, I have personally 
watched this video a few hundred times. 

The WEGO will be a very safe tube if used right, as you can see in the video that ifyou don't 
want to spill on the tube, you will not have to. The girl in the video stays at a constant 5-10 
feet off the water when she wants to. I personally can not wait to ride this tube. We are 
currently thinking about taking this tube in the locks, where there is open water right now, 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 
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simply because I am so excited to ride it. And you will not have to go "top speed" the 
maximum recommended speed to pull this tube is 14-28 m.p.h, depending on the wind speed 
on your lake. 

2. Stephanie Says: 
March 6th. 2006 at 8:22 atn 

J . 

That looks like a blast! You get one and I'll try it @> 

jack Says: 
March 7th. 2006 at i 1:51 am 

ŵe live on a small lake that we ski and tube we were wondering if the tube can be turned in 
air since our lake is only about 1/2 mile long plz reply jack 

4. JOiVSays: 
March 9th. 2006 at 4:31 pm 

Hello Jack, 

Go ahead and get one man its crazy. Speaking firom riding the Kite tube it is speechless. A 1/2 
mile lake should be ok on the tums all you have to do is slow down and bring ±e rider down 
to the water and then tum. This not like a regular tube where it is rider versus boat driver. You 
have to watch the tube so if he gets to high you can gradually slow down to let him down out 
ofthe aur. I have ridden mine like a regular deck tube and lower speeds and wind conditions 
and it performs awsome. Going on a whip the all sudden it catches a litte air then off to riding 
it like a deck tube again. My fiiends have gotten 3o to 40 feet ui the air on this thing. One 
firiend only want to go 5 feet in the air so we watched him in the reer view mirrow ofthe boat 
to make sure he didn't get to high. In summary i would say to get man you can always go to a 
bigger lake to for long runs. But short lake it will work, I remember we practiced like 10 rides 
and we were able to do a gradual turn not like a whip but gradual in the an. Going against the 
wind is key when going with the wind you don't get as high but thats ok we just ride like a 
huge deck tube with occassional ups and dows of 1 foot or so. SO GET MAN AND TELL 
YOUR FRIENDS! Oh ya there is a instructional video and riding vidoe at there website. 
www.SPORTSSTUFF.COM 

HOPE THAT mLPS POST YOUR COMMENTS IF YOU GET ONE OR ANYMORE 
QUESTIONS! 

5. Chris Says: 
April 8th. 2006 at 9:43 am 

Just bought a new Malibu V-Drive, traded in my 2005 Supra inboard for a larger, faster, v-
drive with a tower. Can't wait to try this out!! Is it any more difficult for the driver to control 
the boat with the tube in the air? And have you ever tried hooking it up on the Tower to get 
more height? Let me know. 

Thanks! 

Chris 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ • 6/14/2006 
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6. marc Says: 
April 18th. 2006 at 3:16 pm 

Hey Chris 

I had the same idea about hooking it up to the tower, 3 out 5 guys landed in the ER that night, 
The air we caught was unreal. Approx 40ft on a 65ft line. It was cool but insane all at the same 
time. If you do hook it their be prepared for a rough fall. Good Luck 

Marc 

7. Cecil Says: 
April 19th, 2006 at 4:55 pm 

Does anyone know what vwll happen ifl hook it up to my pylon with a 100ft. barefoot Ime? I 
was thinking about running 40mph into a 20mph head wind. How tight would that be? 

8. still recovering Says: 
April 20th. 2006 at 12:53 am 

Using a 100 foot line or tieing to the tower is just stupid. 1 did a nose dive at 10' and ended up 

in the er If someone does that at 40' or 75' their dead. 

9. adog Says: 
April 23 rd. 2006 at 3:05 am 

we used the 65 ft cord and to the tower on a ski nautique 210 air and got AT LEAST 50 ft 
before he fell on his neck... .knocked him out but us Texas boys dont go to the ER till there are 
limbs hanging off..... 

10. Steve ^ays: 
April 26th. 2006 at 1:06 am 

All the videos i have seen have people on fhe wego kite tube that are about ISOIbs, will this 
tube fly with lets say a 2001b fat boy.... loi 

11. DRaley Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 9:38 am 

I road one last weekend. I could NOT control the height or dipping from side to side (think 
real kite) If I had not had on a professionally ski jacket I would have been ER. I am wearing a 
6 inch wide bruise from the bottom of my jacket to my knee. 

12. areamike Says; 
April 26th. 2006 at 10:16pm 

I put a video on our Family website of us riding this Kite Tube for the first time this last 
weekend. 
(chck on Kite tubing Video) 
http://www.fauxpas.org/modules/xoopsgallery/view_album.php?set_albumName=album44 

http://www.steadywLnds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 
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The last wipeout in the video is insane.. .lise at your OWN risk is an unserstatement. This thing 
can be a gi'eat ride as long as you have a GOOD boat driver and STEADY headwinds. Do not 
use in Wind gusts! 

13. Cody Say?.: 
April 27th. 2006 at 2:44 am 

AAAAjĵ at looked like a nasty spill. How was he afterwards? 

For anybody interested in purchasing this mbe, I would recommend checking out this one... 
http://www.sevyIor.com/towables.html 

I rode it last weekend and I was high flying just like on the video in about 15 minutes. 

14. Mo^Says: 
April 28th. 2006 at 12:43 am 

A collapsed lung and a broken wrist are pretty serious—^BUT at least all of us were tough 
enough to stay conscious. 

15. Meagan Say?,: 
May2nd. 2006 at 11:10 am 

1 watched a firiend of mine die when he fell off of the wego kite tube, it was the most awful 
thing I will ever expierence. He broke his neck when he hit the water. Please, please don't use 
this tube!! 

16. greg Says: 
. May 4th, 2006 at 9:39 pm 

Anyone riding this thing should check this out. 
http://www.kfdml.com/engine.pl?station=kfdm&id=14598&template=breakoutlocal.html 

17. Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » Kiie Tube Claims Life Says: 
Mav 4th. 2006 at 11:17 pm 

[...] A link to this story was posted as a comment to an earlier post I made ahout the Kite 
Tube. Based on this story and a number ofthe comments to the last kite tube post it's not safe! 
Please don't take your lite into your own hands with one of these. The constantly changing 
angle-of-attack, combined with weight shifts from the rider and the lack of drag make this an 
extremely impredictable "kite". [...] 

18. joe Says: 
May 9th. 2006 at 9:40 am 

I can;t belive the comments that i'm reading about. 
i'm realy freaking out. 
my friend bought one and we flwe it this Sunday and he had a nasty spill whent the thing 
whent up and flipped over becuase ofthe wind that threw him off and he's def Ln one ear for 4 
weeks becuase he broke his eardrum when it smacked him down onto the water siurface fter 
gomg 29 feet high © :( 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 
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we;re plaiming on doin it again> 
big tip: DON NOT USE IN HEAVY WINDS OR GUSTS, HAVE AN EXPERIENCED 
BOAT DRIVER. 

19. Brian Says: 

Mav nth. 2006 at 11:08 pm 

Meagan, please email me at briaiunazzola(g),gt.rr.com. Thank you. 

20. SCOTT Says: 
May 15th. 2006 at 2:22 pm 
I bought 1 last week we have come close to getting it flying how fast are you going to get it to 
fly 

21. will Says: 

May 15th. 2006 at 7:32 pm 

Does anyone know which kite tube is steadier the Manta or the WEGO KITE TUBE? 

22. Chris... Says; 
May 16th. 2006 at 3:39 pm 
I bought one of these last week and I have ridden it approx. 7-8 times now and getting pretty 
good with it. Yesterday I flew about 20' or so probobly 5-6 different times with good control, 
it was really steady going up and coming down, when I was first using it, it come down 
sideways a few tunes but I just held on and it corrected itself Now on the other hand, a friend 
of mine was on it yesterday also and a gust of wind caught him and he quickly soared to about 
30' and got out of balance and flipped it and fell 30' at 3Omph and he thought he broke his arm, 
although he didn't and he is alright. I honestly love this thing and think its a blast but after 
yesterday I dop't think I'm going to let my friends get on it unless they sign a release form or 
something and 1 will probobly only let like me and my brothers on it anymore. It can be 
dangerous but everything that really gets your adrenaline pumping is a little dangerous, I 
suggest just doing like the manual and video says and starting with the 45' rope for 12 times 
then the 55' rope for 24 times until you get used to it then the 65'. Good luck and stay 
balanced. 

23. Steve Says; 

May 17th, 2006 at 7:55 am 

scott, 

i have had mine for 2 weeks, flymg it great! we were only doing about 27mph or 30. into.a 10 
to 15 wind 
what is your email and i will send you some pics. 

24. Steve Says: 
May 17th. 2006 at 7:58 am 

correction on the speed only going 20 to 25mph 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 
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25. 5C07TSays: 
Mav 17th. 2006 at 2:22 pm 

We have tried 25-35 mph we can but the winds were no more that about lOmh my e-mail is 
maxie5612(g>yahoo.com pics would be appreciated. 

26. Chris Says: 
May 19th. 2006 at 10:27 am 

My friend purchased the wego and we took it out, it was really fim at first, but then I was 
riding it and for no reason it took off about 40-50 feet in the air and went out of control and 
slammed me down hard onto the water. Now 1 ara an avid wakeboarder, tube rider, thrill 
seeker, but this thing is gouag to kill someone! I recentely read that it did actually kill some 
one. Well we decided to try it again the next day and my friend was on it and it did the same 
thing to him went about 30 feet up then took a hard nose dive right to the water it wrapped him 
up in the tube and slammed him so hard it tore his ael in his knee and broke 2 ribs. This tube is 
a great idea but they need to redesign it. They had better watch out or as sue happy as this 
world is there will be a major lawsuit against them. 

27. Steve Says: 
May 2 ist 2006 at 9:12 pm 

Chris, 
we have been getting some serious air on the tabe also. One of my buddies stayed up for 35 
seconds( our longest ride ofthe day), he was @ lOtolS feet on this ride, i can relate to the nose 
dive, were you guys m cross winds or calm day? 

28. Taylor Says: 
May2lst2006at 10:20 pm 

I just bought one of these today and I will say it is alot of fun, but this thing can get out of 
control. As a former member ofthe Coast Guard I guess I should know better but I was pulling 
my fiiend and decided to push the envelope and I sent him into orbit, probably about 40'. My 
natural reaction was to pull back on the throttle, well that was the wrong thing to do becuse he 
came barreling down into the water and messed his knee up bad. Anjrway we are going to keep 
using it, but we are going to be alot more careful. 

29. Taylor Says: 
.May 22nd. 2006 at 3:55 pm 

Quick note I have ultimafly decided to sell this thing, I don't want to be responsible for killing 
a friend. I now think this thing is much to dangerous. I saw somewhere earlier that there are 
some guys from Texas. Just to let you know that a buddy of mine is a game warden here in 
Texas and this thing will be ILLEGAL to use buy the end ofthis summer, he assures me. So I 
guess ifyou are in Texas 1 would start thinking about selling as soon as you can because you 
won't be able to sell them after that. 

30. FTC924 Says: 
May 23rd. 2006 at 12:54 pm 

My friends and I had this monster out yesterday here in Illinois. We are all over 200 lbs and in 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/'2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 
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good shape and thought this thing would be easy. We hooked it to the back of our wave-mnner 
and began at 45'. We were able to hop across the water but the mbe was defmitely unsteady 
and would throw us off without notice like we were rag dolls. Towards the end of our first run 
we were able to get the tabe to aroimd 5 foot above the water for a few seconds at a time. The 
last run at 45' (before we were going to extend the rope to 55') I was at 5-8 foot above the 
water and the tube decided it was done and tumed over and face-planted me into the water. 1 
thought my jaw was broke. 

Since my jaw was not broke, we went to 55' and began to get this thing to 10 feet. However, 
not matter what we did, if we hit a gust of wdnd or a cross wind, the tabe would twist and tam 
and thow us off. All this time we were keeping the MPH's around 30-35 because we wanted to 
leam first. Then one my friends signaled to go faster so we upped the speed to 40 MPH and up 
he went to approx 15 feet He seemed to have major problems keeping the tabe steady at that 
height and speed and right before (and I mean right before) the tabe decided to tum over and 
nose dive to the water, he jumped off and landed on his feet. We all think we was lucky. 

We fmally decided to try the 65' foot length and I am man enough to say that we were not 
ready (or "I" was not ready). I was the first to try it and wanted to increase the speed to 40-45. 
During my nm, I was easily flying 10-15 feet in the air and it seemed to me that I was getting 
the hang of it. But then I caught a huge gust ofwind that took me to 30 feet in the air instantly 
and then, even faster, it tumed to the left and then whipped to the right and threw me off into 
the water and I landed right on my back. It knocked the { '̂̂ %!$@ out of me and I could hardly 
breathe for a good 5-7 minutes. 1 thought my neck and back were shattered. I have not gone to 
the doctor yet but I have eaten two bottles of aspirin since yesterday. It does disturb me that I 
landed exacfly how that 33 year old guy landed in Texas that was killed. AND HE WAS 
ONLY AT 15 FEET. I was double that. 

Anyways, we do many extreme sports but are always in control and we can always push the 
sport to our abilities. One thing I know for sure, you caimot see the wind nor can you control it 
and while on the Wego Kite Tube it is hard to control it as well. One thing I notice in the 
manual you get with the tabe, it states that the weight limit ofthe tabe is 2001bs but it seems to 
me that the hghter the person is, the more uncontrollable the tube wiU be since it is 10 feet 
wide. I thought the weight limit was 200 lbs because the tube would not get off the water at 
weights above 200. WRONG!!!! In fact, at the end ofthe day yesterday we decided to put two 
guys on the tabe and ride it like a conventional tabe whipping them in figure-S's euid stuff like 
that. This is 425 lbs on this monster and as I whipped them aroimd the first circle, they GOT 
AIR and were 2-3 feet over the water!!!!! 

I am calling Sportsstuff today for answers to my questions and will advise as to what they say. 

Does anyone have experience on the Mantra flying tabe? It is easier to control when flying? I 
have watched the video and it does seem easier but then again it was being ridden by a 
professional. Someone please advise. 

31. Cody Says: 
May 24th, 2006 at 9:48 am 

The Manta is much safer than the WEGO, it has rope handles that you hold onto so that you 
can suck the wings in to steady it out, and fiy for a few minutes at at time. I knew the WEGO 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tabe/ 6/14/2006 
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was gonna be bad news from the beginning. Now I won't even be able to do my favorite thing 
come to the end ofthe summer. 

32. JJSays: 
May 25th, 2006 at 3:27 pm 

We just got our Wego and it is AWESOME! I was a bit nervous the 1 st time out, but now I 
can't get enough. Ifyou and the boat driver/spotter take the time to watch the instmctional 
DVD, read the manual and actually use as directed it's a great ride! It takes getting use to and I 
recommend starting with the shortest ofthe ropes until you get comfortable with it, but we 
have had no problems towing at around 25-27 MPH. I can see how it would be dangerous if 
not used properly, but you can say that about anything. Common sense-it says right on the 
tube, only kite as high as your willing to fall. I give it two thumbs up!!! 

33. Shellie Says: 

May 26th. 2006 at 11:21 pm 

Wrap me in bubble wrap and give me a hehnet, I'll try it! 

34. Michael Laninga Says: 
May 27th. 2006 at 11:44 am 
My son (18 years old) had a nasty crash on a Wego BCite Tube May 25th. He suffered a broken 
back and three broken bones in his left foot. He will be in a back brace for 6 - 8 weeks and 
require surgury on his foot. He missed his High School graduation and all night party too. 
Worse he has lost his summer employment at a youth camp. This is a very dangeroijs toy. 

35. James Says: 
May 28th. 2006 at 11:00 am 

Hi, i am thinking about getting a wego, but am wondering if our boat can handle it, its a 79 
doral 6cyl mercruzer 165h, can someone tell rae if this is sufficiant, to pull this crazy thing, 
thanks James. 

36. HI ripper Says: 
May 29th. 2006 at 10:54 am 

my name is hi ripper and i just got back from the hospital last night from crashing down off 
the kite tabe we had it hooked up to the tower in out boat not a good idea..i dont really rember 
what happened b/c i suffered from amniesa but i was told i feell from 20 feet in the air and 
became imcounsious i recomend not getting one!!!!! 

37. Chris Says: 
Mav30th. 2006 at 11:28 am 

I wrote earlier and told ya'll about my buddy that fell from about 30' well he's getting better 
with a little shoulder pain still but will be ok. 1 had this thing out again this weekend and I 
have to say that I personally am getting pretty good with it, 1 can fly it about 15'-20' very 
smoothly and bring it back down no problem, I do have to say though that I ride motorcycles 
alot and do have pretty good balance, which I believe is the key to the kite tabe. I am still fhe 
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only person that has been on my kite tabe who has not flipped off at some point. I love it and 
can't get enough. If the wind isn't blowing very much I'll get my wife to drop the tlirottle all 
the way down to about 40mph so that I can get more air but if the wind is blowing pretty good 
or it is gusfing then 25 works really well, I can get 15' with the 45' or the 65' rope easily. But I 
can see were a cross wind could throw you off course and put it out of control ifyou didn't 
expect it, so I suggest staying balanced and expect the worst and hope for the best when flying 
high but 1 have had no problems at all. Oh and 165HP should pull it fine, I have a 19'Chaparral 

' with 190HP and it has no problems at all pulling it. Just be caretal using the kite tube and 
follow ALL ofthe instructions or ride at your own risk. 

38. Derek Says: 
May 30th. 2006 at 2:41 pm 

Ive taken hard/high(30') falls and next thne im wearing a protec helmet and neck brace... 
maybe even a mouth piece, just dont use it in high winds,cross winds, use alot of air in the tabe 
and alot of balance when your up there, also pull into the wind as straight on as you can 

39. James Says: 

May 31st. 2006 at 12:35 am 

hi,thanks chris ,i will ride carefully, cheers James 

40. jason Says: 
May 31st 2006 at 8:52 am 
Had my first experience this past Memorial day. Chris is dead on with the wind sitaation. It 
was pretty windy that day. The kite goes up very well, but ifyou have some wind gusts, no 
amount of balance is going to help you. It is like trying to fly an airplane with one wing, it 
started the side to side shaking very violenfly and I came off of it at about 25', Needless to say, 
the water feels like concrete when you hit it at that height and movmg at about 35mph. On a 
good ligt wind day, you should be able to fly it with some nifty balancing. Even though it hurt 
when I fell, i will get back on it again. A glutton for punishment i quess!! 

41. Steve Says: 
May 31st, 2006 at 5:41 pm 

O.K. guys here is our story... memorial day weekend, friend of ours was riding the kite tabe 
on the 65 ft line, was flying great! at (^15 to 20' all ofa sudden he went to 40' in a split 
second, he had excellent control ofthis thing, he got a bit nervous and couldnt figure how to 
get it down lower, we backed of throttle a bit and tube went sideways and threw him off 
unfortunally he suffered a compressed vertabrae. i have posted here before and wanted to see if 
you guys could control the up and down on this thing, the fall he took was not really from the 
40ft because he was comming back down when we throttled back, the side ofthe tube actually 
hit the water first and then slung him off. we have been very carefiall when flying this thing, 
we all will still ride, i really beheve this is the most extreme water sport out there. 

42. Steve Says: 
Mav 31st 2006 at 5:45 pm 
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Hey chris send me some pics!!!! ste ve wbarco @aol. com 

43. Steve Says: 
. May 31st. 2006 at 5:54 pm 

FTC, 

let me know when you talk to sportsstaff im interested in what they have to say 
thanks 

44. Chris Says: 
June 1st. 2006 at 4:13 pm 

Steve, 
Not saying it was the boat drivers fault in this case but I've been thinking about this same 
situation and this is what I have come up with. If he was flying it great at 20' then the only 
thing that shot him up further was a gust ofwind unless someone was playing around too 
much and dropped the throttle to send him up higher. I think if the driver would have remained 
steady on the throttle that just as soon as that gust of wdnd settled down then he would have 
come down as well. I have experienced this and just remained balanced and it would come 
back down after a few seconds or so. But another thing I've been thinking about is this. ..if 
someone is 40' in the air on a 65' rope then that only leaves about 50' horizc«itel distance from 

the kite tabe to the boat and at 30mph you cover approx. 44' per second so if the boat driver 
panics and drops the throttle all the way down and the boat stops it wouldn't take much for the 
kite tabe to drift over the boat and drop the rider into the boat, which could mean serious 
injury or death. If my math is off I ara sorry but this COULD I believe happen, someone please 
conect me if I am wrong. But like in your case you said the kite tube was already decending 
then you backed off the throtfle, so in a sense you backing off the throttle caused the kite tabe 
to lose any lift from undemeath that it might have had to bring it down smoothly which caused 
it to flip sideways and down into the water. I really hope your friend gets better and I have sent 
you a few pics but I still have to get some better ones. 

45. Chris Says: 
June IsL 2006 at 4:22 pm 

Ohh I forgot to tell you guys that I rode the kite tabe backwards this past weekend for a few 
seconds, I just sit dovm and grabbed the handles and it went up maybe 4' off the water.. .felt 
kinda wierd and I didn't have much control and didn't want to break my record of no falls so I 
turned back around but my brothers were tripping out. It was a nice view though.. .you could 
actually see very well just how high you really was. 

46. peter pond Says: 
June 2nd. 2006 at 8:33 am 

used the kite tabe for Lst time last weekend,everything was great til i shot to 30' instantly,the 
tube started getting very unstable up there,so i bailed,hit the water so hard it ripped my shorts 
in two.rested on the beach for 20 minutes,tried agian,same thing .back up to 30',came crashing 
down.i don't think my body can handle a 3rd violent impact,and everyone else is to scared to 
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use the tube because they might get shot to 30'+.so my question is if we go shorter than 45' on 
tlie tow line,to say 25' will this eliminate the threat of going to high,but still allow for some lift 
off the water,and being a safe distance from the prop????? 

47. Chris Says: 
June 2nd. 2006 at 11:35 am 

Man just my opinion, 25' might be a little too short, it might be difficult starting off with the 
washout from the inside ofthe wake being so close, 1 would think it would try and submarine 
really bad, I would try 35' or even 40' first, but ifyou called sportsstuff they might have a 
better answer for you from the safety end, I don't think the prop would be an issue though. 
Something to keep m mind for next time, I know you can't see the wind or anything but ifyou 
shoot up to 30' really quick then it may be gusting too bad to fly it for that day, I think the 
DVD that comes with it says something about it. 

48. HeyTone Says: 
June 3rd. 2006 at 1:08 am 

My brother recently went to 65' rope, and he got it on video. His firiends are absolutely nuts 
and some ofthe wipe outs are downright violent. There's two videos at the following link if 
you want to check it out. 

HeyTone.com movies 

49. Duane H. Says: 
June 6th. 2006 at 3:33 pm 

We saw this video at Bass Pro Shops and went out and bought it. We started out at 65 feet of 
rope at approx. 35 MPH. My friend Kevin was doing great for the first 5 minutes and we were 
amazed at the hieght we were getting. The next thing we knew he shot up high in the air and 
was slammed down on his right side at fiill speed. He was knocked unconcious and had to be 
pulled from the water with rescue breaths given to revive him. We took it back the next day. 

50. MarkSays: 
June 7th. 2006 at 8:28 am 

I wdsh we had the problem of getting to high on the Wego Kite Tube. We cannot get the tabe 
off the water. The area just below the recessed foot holds is always touching the water. The 
first weekend the tube was under inflated, because we had no foot pump, that explained that. 
The second weekend we had it fiilly inflated, 150-160 pound rider, 10 mile hour head wind, 
and still could not get the tabe into the air. The riders have all watched the video. We used 
both the 65' and 55' foot lengths and have hied speeds up to 30 miles on hour. We have 23' -
250 horse 1/0 - deck boat, with the tow rope attachment about 2/3 ofthe way up the transom. 
Any suggestions would be greatly apprecaited. Thanks 

51. iSreve Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:44 am 
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52. 

53. 

54. 

Keep riding, it will take a few tries to get accustomed to. you should let the tube do all the 
work, we struggled with this, we were tr>'ing to really yank on the handle to make it fly. that is 
the wrong thing to do. just graddually pull back and the wind should do the rest, make sure the 
tabe is properly inflated very important!!!! be patient, this thing will soar, i have posted here 
before., and PLEASE BE CAREFUL!!!!!!! 
we usually run anywhere between 28 to 32mph depending on the wind, there should be no 
problem getting a 150 tO 1601b guy or girl up. send me you email i will send you some pics 

Michael Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11 :09 pm 

We tried this last weekend. It was a blast. Started with the rope at 65 feet behind a Seadoo. 
Had a little trouble with control at first but once we figured out to go directly into the wind it 
was fme. Ifyou get out of control just sit down and the tube will go back down to the water. 
Even my almost 50 year old mom had a blast. 

Calestie Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:19 pm 

Our family bought the wego kite tabe. We all sat down together and watched the instructional 
video twice!! We are all experienced baoters and have been boating for years. My husband 
crashed hard on the tabe. He was coughing up blood and had to be hfeflighted to closest 
hospital. Has broken ribs, bruised, and abdominal problems. This tabe is NOT SAFE!!!!! We 
followed instmctions exactly. It is totally unpredictable. DO NOT BUY IT!!!!! 

Rod Says: 
June 8th. 2006 at 4:06 pm 

We bouglit a Wego Kite Tube, tried it for a couple weekends, and retumed it this week. It can 
be very dangerous! Please be sure it is properly inflated, do not use in unsteady winds, and the 
boat driver should never let the tabe get more than 5 feet off the water. The kite can easily soar 
to 25-30 feet and dump you off hard. We are experienced boaters and tabers, and think this 
tabe will eventaally do the same thing to anyone who uses it. It can be a lot of fim, till 
someone gets hurt. The last time we used the tube, the rider hit the water and was 
unconscience for about 10 seconds. We experienced a moderate concussion, bruised ribs, 
coughing up blood, and severe headaches in the short time we used it. Definately not worth the 
risks!! 

55. DavidSays: 
June 9th. 2006 at 11:24 am 

I just found this site while looking for information about the Wego Kite Tube after a 17 year-
old in Winter Haven, Florida sustained a life-threatening injury while using this product. The 
young man is an experienced wake-boarder who was preparing for the professional circuit (the 
boat driver was also experienced). This young man sustained a 30-40 foot fall when a sudden 
gust ofwind hfted the tube from 10 feet to that height and then flipped him over. He sustained 
a dissection of the aorta and has siuvived only because of prompt emergency care and 6-hour 
surgery in Tampa. 
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This product may provide "thrills," but so does Russian roulette, which is what you are playing 
every time you take a ride on this kite tube. This young man was not an inexperienced "hot 
dog"; he was athletic and experienced. This product should be taken off the market!!! 
Wamings on the tabe or on "instmctional videos" are not a defense for the continued sale of 
this product. 

For those of you considering purchase and/or use ofthis kite tube, PLEASE review the many 
intemet postings available. Ifyou still decide to use it make sure you have major medical 
coverage and fimeral arrangements. 

56. Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » More Kite Tube Problems... Says: 
June 9th. 2006 at 12:06 pm 

[...] Kite Tube!? WOWT | Kite Tubing Writes [...] 

57. Troy Says; 
June 10th. 2006 at 2:46 am 

I have been a boater for many years, my family and I love to tabe. 
When I first saw the Wego Kite Tube (overtons I believe) I had to have one. After 1 trip to the 
lake and some forum searching, I am putting my tabe on ebay. This tabe has the potential of 
hurting many people, and the one ultimately responsible will be the boat driver. This tabe will 
go from skirnming the top ofthe water to 20 feet in a blink of an eye. Now this wouldnt be so 
bad at 15 or so mph. I had a 190 pounder at over 40 mph before the tabe would lift in a low 
wind situation. Falling off at 40 mph would not be fim. 
I encourage anyone to watch the videos posted on this site before purchasing a kite tube. Look 
at how violent the crashes are. Think ofthe liability involved if someone gets injured behind 
your boat, or worse. Friends are friends until they are layed up, unable to work, bills are piling 
up lawsuit to follow. 

58. Cader Says: 
June 12th. 2006 at 12:31 pm 

I got on one this weekend and I have to say this is sweet! 
My brother-in-law took about a 10' spill on his head and got a headache but he has has much 
worse on his air chair. Granted we were out on a pretty windy day and we shouldn't have been 
on the first time out. 

I keep reading about people getting hurt on this but a lot of them are starting out with the 65' 
length rope and / or putting it on a ski tower, BOTH of which the mstmctions say NOT to 
do!!! 

There is a post about a 100' rope on a tower: 
still recovering Says: 
April 20th, 2006 at 12:53 am 
Using a 100 foot line or tieing to the tower is just stupid. I did a nose dive at 10' and ended up 

in the er. If someone does that at 40' or 75' their dead. 

Not to sound callus but what do you expect? When you don't follow directions you get hurt -
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59. John Stabler Says: 
. June 13th. 2006 at 5:19 pm 

I'm all for safe water sports. You should stick within your limits. You need a driver and 
spotter who know what they're doing. With practice you will control the Wego and not the 
other way round. But you need to take it slowly and identify unsuitable conditions. Wear 
appropriate safety gear and ifyou drive/own the boat you should be insured. 
Personally I like the Wego and it can be alot of fiin when used properly. Sure, I've fallen off a 
few times (sometimes spectacularly) but never from a height to cause major damage. You 
should not be flying it at more than 15'. The thing says on it "Don't fly higher than you're 

willing to fall". If it's going too high for you then there is something wrong and you shoultin't 
be using it. 

Dopes on Ropes - Water Skiing and Kite Tubing 

60. admin Says: 
Jure 1.3th. 2006 at 8:20 pm 

John, 

From a kite point of view it is not stable, so I am not sure how it can be used safely at all. A 
flat kite needs drag to fly and keep it pointed into the wind. On a flat kite this usually done 
using some sort of tail or drogue shoot. What I see in the videos etc is the kite starts to cobra, 
this is when the kite starts to oscilate back and forth and sort of looks like a snake dancing. 
This is where you get into trouble... if it sways too much one side ofthe kite will catch a little 
more wind and keep going and dump the rider and the kite will crash, usually in a nose dive. 

just my 2 cents.. 

-Bill 

Leave a Reply 
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"Ray Tsuneyoshi" To: <KBergersen@azgfd.gov>, <anelson@npgcable.com>, 
<RTSUNEy0SHI@dbw. <michael_mcginnis@nps.gov>, <firstaid@citlink.net>, 
ca.gov> <doug.schuster@co.mohave.a2.us>, <awirt2@fs.fed.us>, 

cc: <EHuntsman@azgfd.gov>, <fmessman@ndow.org>, 
06/12/2006 11:02 AM <CWalI@azgfd,gov>, <JSacco@azgfd.gov> 
MST Subject: Re: Kite Tubes 

What is kind of weird coincidence is tliat I was just in flight fr om Tennessee to Sacramento, reading the "Sky Mall 
" magazine. The ad for the "Sky Kite" pops up just as th pilot announces that we are flying over Lake Powell. Just 
from the photo's it looks like there is a potential for instability and no protection for the occupant. 
RayT 

Original Message 
From: Kevin Bergersen <KBergersen@azgfd,gov> 
To: anelson@npgcable.com <anelson@npgcable.com>; michael_mcginnis@nps.gov 
<michael_mcginnis@nps.gov>; firstaid@citlink.net <firstaid@citlink.net>; doug.schuster@co.mohave.az,us 
<doug.schuster@co.raohave.az.us>; awirtz@fs.fed.us<awirtz@fs.fed.us>; D_Toporek@MCSO.maTicopa.gov 
<D_Toporek@MCSO.maricopa.gov>; mary_hinson@nps.gov <niary_hinson@nps.gov>; 
darren.simmons@co.yuma.az.us<darren.simmons@co.yuma.a2.us>; jcooley@fs.fed.us<jcooley@fs.fed.us>; 
gpeaslee@pr.state.az.us <gpeaslee@pr.state.az.us>; dale_enlow@fws.g6v <dale_enlow@fws.gov>; 
michael_dodson@blm.gov <michael_dodson@bIm.gov>; jim_hoIland@nps.gov <jim_holland@nps.gov>; 
IrvineG@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us <IrvineG@ci,lake-havasu-city.az.us>; azfoot@yahoo.com 
<a2foot@yahob.com>; rknotts@pr,state.az.us <rknotts@pr.state.az.us>; atafoya@cybertraiIs.com 
<atafoya@cybertrails.com>; tlister@fs.fed.us <tlister@fs,fed.us>; Mark_Law@nps.gov <Mark_Law@nps.gov>; 
steve_luckesen@nps.gov <steve_luckesen@nps.gov>; revans@pr.state.az.us <revans@pr.state.az.us>; 
tim.sonier@co.mohave.az.us <tim,sonier@co.mohave.az.us>; Chris_Pergiel@nps.gov <Chris_Pergiel@nps.gov>; 
randy,johnson@co.mohave.az.us<randy.johnson@co.mohave.az.us>; bpendley@pr.state.az.us 
<bpendley@pr.state.az.us>; Rick_BenneU@nps.gov <Rick_Bennett@nps.gov>;ron,voss@co,yuma.az.us 
<ron.voss@co.yuma.az.us>; Kerry_Haut@nps.gov <Kerry_Haut@nps.gov>; dirk_murphy@nps.gov 
<dirk_murphy@nps.gov>; mark_pita@nps,gov<mark_pita@nps.gov>;cdigerolamo@bullheadschools,com 
<cdigerolamo@bullheadschools.com>; randd@redrivernetcom<randd@redrivemet,com>; 
PNewman@dl 1,uscg.mil <FNewman@dl l.uscg.mil>; SlomaR@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us 
<SlomaR@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us>; bmaddox@sbcsd.org <bmaddox@sbcsd.org>; cbrooks@pr.state.az.us 
<cbrooks@pr.state.az.us>; baxlund@coconino.az.gov <baxlund@coconino.az.gov? 
CC; Ray Tsuneyoshi; Ed Huntsman <EHuntsman@azgfd.gov>; Fred Messman <fmessman@ndow.org>; Cindy 
Wall <CWall@azgfd.gov">; Joe Sacco <JSacco@azgfd.gov> 
Sent: Mon Jun 12 08:49:44 2006 
Subject FW: Kite Tubes 

FYI - There's a new water "toy" out there and many of have already had to pick up the pieces, so a few of you 
already know that we've already input one .'\rizona boat accident report on these "tube kites" unfortunatley I 
expect more. 

Kevin 

Original Message 
From: Robert Baron [mailto:erfpmdI@cox.net"l 
Sent: Fri 6/9/2006 10:47 PM 
To: Kevin Bergersen; Howard Munding 
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

I wonder ifyou have seen any injuries from this device on Phoenix area lakes? Watch out for them. They can 
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mailto:CWall@azgfd.gov
mailto:JSacco@azgfd.gov
file://'/rizona
mailto:erfpmdI@cox.net%22l
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be very traumatic. 

Bob Baron 

From: Luckesen rmailto:Luckescn@hughes.net] 
Sent Friday, June 09,2006 8:59 AM 
To: Kiko Augusto Villalon; Dr. Robert Baron; Richard Blackman; Bill Furbee; Jennifer Killeen; erny kuncl; 

Jim Leach; Fred Messmann; Joe and Nancy; Rngrram@aol.com; Todd Schwede; Ted Woolley 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

In the past three weeks we have had to Airvac four serious injured people from Lake Powell that were engaged 
in a now water activity called Kite Tubing. This activity involves a large round inflated tube that is towed behind a 
boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air to a height of 15 to 60 feet. Controlling 
a kite tube is extremely challenging and the slightest upset in its balance cause the tub to dive down into the water at 
a high rate of speed. The individual on these tubes impacted the water at both the forward tow speed ofthe vessel 
and then at the downward accelerated speed, which can be as high as 70 MPH. As a medic I have responded to three 
of these calls in a one week period and my Kite Tubing patients all had to be Airvac to Level I Trauma Centers. A 
29-year-old male who suffered a broken neck (double Fx of C-2) and a 26-year-old male with a hemopneumothorax 
produced by broken ribs. My third patient a 14-year old female suffered a whiplash injury and was released from 
the hosipital. Several weeks' earlier another Medic had a similar case at Lake Powell involving a young man with a 
severely punctured lung. Several local hospitals have reported recently seeing Kite Tube patients with simular 
injuries from people that have self transported to their facilities. Taking with other water enforcement agencies they 
are seeing Kite Tubing injuries and I have heard ofone fatality in Texas. This death was due to a transected aortic 
commonly seen in deceleration auto and airplane type accidents. Interviews with friends and family members of 
patients have shown a disturbing trend with this use. In all cases at Glen Canyon NRA, multiple minor Kite Tubing 
injuries occurred with other members ofthe boating party prior to the incidents that required advanced life support 
All victims stated they were using the kite tubes as directed when they suddenly lifted to dangerous heights, became 
unstable, and plunged up side down into the water. Friends ofthe victims that did not immediately report their 
injuries advised that they had coughing up blood, had tom muscles, whiplash type injuries and broken ribs. 

Go to the following Intemet link and then click on the video section in the upper right hand corner. These clip 
show graphically what can happen with these devices. • 

http://w%vw.kutv.com/video/?id=l 6192@kutv.davport.com < 
http://www,kutv,com/video/?id=l 6192@,kutv.davport,com> 

http://www.kutv.eom/video/7id-16l55@kutv.davport.coin < 
http:.//www.kutv,com/video/?id=16155@kutv,davport.com> 

http://www.break,com/index/tubingtakeoffhtml 

Glen Canyon is considering banding these device from boating activities on Lake Powell and Dr. Baron has 
also taken an active role in banding these devices. 

Steve 

mailto:Luckescn@hughes.net
mailto:Rngrram@aol.com
http://w%25vw.kutv.com/video/?id=l
mailto:6192@kutv.davport.com
http://www,kutv,com/video/?id=l
http://www.kutv.eom/video/7id-16l55@kutv.davport.coin
http://www.kutv,com/video/?id=16155@kutv,davport.com
http://www.break,com/index/tubingtakeoffhtml


6-16-06; 4 : 39PM;G. L. C. A. DISPACH ;9286086315 # 1/31 

060614HCC3603 Exhibit H • 

Glen Cariyon National Recreation Area 

J-.O.Box]?07 

Page, Arizona &6040 

Glen Canycn >J5tional R e c r e a t i o n Area 

FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION SHEET 

'--•• 7 7 * 7 O - y ^ . 5 - ^ ^ 3 P^te: ^p/p^^. 
Phone: Pages: 

Re: Fax- E ^ ^ ^cfQ ^ s y s ' 
Phone; 

j _ T) 16/̂ tEAa f c ^ /bo^- i^^ct 
. y rTo r Rev iew D F l t s s c Comment D Please Reply U As Reque D S e t A t t a c h e d quested 

•Commen t 

pe^^ cA W'/>..t.^i'^f\^*A7j S . 

ii ^ 4 U ^ A A ^ TJ .^Apkh/umuJ 

J U d .ŷAAp 
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

InsideNPS 
Information Gateway for NPS Employees 

GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 

Two In jured in Kite Tubing Accidents 

Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "kite tubing" accidents in the park last weekend. In both cases, the 
victims were nding kite tubes towed by boats when they lost control ofthe device. Each then fell into Lake Powell from 
heights of between 10 and 40 feet. Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes that are towed by boats at 20 to 40 mph. 
The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air from 15 to 60 feet. Controlling a kite tube is extremely 
challenging and the slightest upset in its balance causes it to fall into the water. The first incident occurred on Friday, 
June 2nd, at approximately 2:30 p.m. near the Bullfrog area. A 29-year-old man from St. George, Utah, was riding a 
kite tube when he lost control and fell from a height of 35 to 40 feet while moving at approximately 35 to 40 mph. He 
suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog Medical Clinic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. He was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing, butthe other two 
sustained only minor injuries and were not treated. On the afternoon of Saturday, June 3rd, a 14-y.ear-old girl from 
Houston, Texas, fell from 10 to 15 feet from her kite tube while being towed at 20 to 25 mph. She lost consciousness 
when she struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was flown by helicopter from 
Iceberg Canyon to St, Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction. After further examination at the hospital, she was released 
without serious injuries. These were the third and fourUi accidents this year involving kite tubes. The first accident 
occurred on April 7th and resulted in a punctured lung caused by broken ribs; the second was on May 22nd, when 
another person sustained injuries to the chest and back while using a kite tube. Both of these incidents involved kite 
tube riders losing control ofthe device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate of speed. The individuals 
involved in these accidents were also transported by helicopter to the hospital. This is the first season that park 
rangers at Glen Canyon have seen kite tubes on the lake. Please see the related safety alert on kite tubing in this 
issue for additional infonriation and for links to two TV news videos on kite tubing accidents. 

More Information 

Contact Information 
Name: Kevin Schneider, Management Assistant 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=lncidents&id=2616 

http;//inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handIer=viewprintheadline&type=Incidents&id=2616 6/14/2006 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=lncidents&id=2616
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

InsideNPS 
Information Gateway for NPS Employees 

GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 

Two Injured in Kite Tubing Accidents 

Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "kite tubing" accidents in the park last weekend. In both cases, the 
victims were riding kite tubes towed by boats when they lost control of the device. Each then fell into Lake Powell from 
heights of between 10 and 40 feet. Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes that are towed by boats at 20 to 40 mph. 
The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air from 15 to 60 feet. Controlling a kite tube is extremely 
challenging and the slightest upset in its balance causes it to fall into the water. The first incident occurred on Friday, 
June 2nd, at approximately 2:30 p.m. near the Bullfrog area. A 29-year-old man from St. George, Utah, was riding a 
kite tube when he lost control and fell from a height of 35 to 40 feet while moving at approximately 35 to 40 mph. He 
suffered a bnsken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog Medical Clinic to St, Mary's Hospital in Grand 
Junction, Colorado, He was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing, but the other two 
sustained only minor injuries and were not treated. On the afternoon of Saturday, June 3rd, a 14-year-old giri from 
Houston, Texas, fell from 10 to 15 feet from her kite tube while being towed at 20 to 25 mph. She lost consciousness 
when she stofck the water. Park rangers immediately responded lo the incident and she was flown by helicopter from 
Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction. After further examination at the hospital, she was released 
without serious injuries. These were the third and fourth accidents this year involving kite tubes. The first accident 
occurred on April 7lh and resulted in a punctured lung caused by broken ribs; the second was on May 22nd, when 
another person sustained injuries to the chest and back while using a kite tube. Both of these incidents involved kite 
tube riders losing control of the device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate of speed. The individuals 
involved in these accidents were also transported by helicopter to the hospital. This is the first season that park 
rangers at Glen Canyon have seen kite tubes on ths lake. Please see the related safety alert on kite tubing in this 
issue for additional information and for links to two TV news videos on kite tubing accidents. 

More Information 

Contact Information 
Name: Kevin Schneider, Management Assistant 

http://inside,nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprinlheadline&type=lncidents&id=2616 

http;//inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handier=viewprintheadline&type=Incidents&id=26l6 6/14/2006 

http://inside,nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprinlheadline&type=lncidents&id=2616
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Glen Canyon National 
Recreation Area 

691 Scenic View Dr. 
POBox 1507 
Page. AZ 86040-1507 

CONTACT: Kevin Schneider 
928-608-6208 

Glen Canyon News Release 

Two Injured in "Kite Tubing" Accidents Last Weekend 

Page, Ariz. - Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "Kite Tubing" accidents 
this past weekend at Glen Canyon National Recreation Area. In both cases, the victims 
were riding Kite Tubes towed by boats when they lost control ofthe device. The victims 
fell into the waters of Lake Powell from heights between lo and 40 feet. 

The first incident occurred on Friday, June 2 at approximately 2:30 pm near the Bullfrog 
area. The victim, a 29 year- old male from St. George, Utah, was riding a Kite Tube 
when he lost control and fell from a height of 35- 40 feet, while moving at approximately 
35- 40 mph. He suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog 
Medical Clinic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction, Colorado. He was the third 
person in his party that day to be injured while Kite Tubing. The other two individuals 
reported they had minor injuries and were not treated. 

On Saturday afternoon, June 3, a i^- year old girl from Houston, Texas, fell 10-15 feet 
from her Kite Tube while being towed at 20- 25 mph. She lost consciousness when she 
struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was 
flown by helicopter from Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction, 
Colorado. After further examination at the hospital, she was released without serious 
injuries. 

These were the third and fourth accidents this year at Glen Canyon National Recreation 
Area involving Kite Tubes. The first accident occurred on April 7 and resulted in a 
punctured lung caused by broken ribs. On May 22, a second person had injuries to their 
chest and back while using a Kite Tube. Both of these incidents involved Kite Tube 
riders losing control ofthe device and falling into the water while moving at a tiigh rate 
of speed. The individuals involved in these accidents were also transported by 
helicopter to the hospital. 

Kite Tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20- 40 mph. The user 
holds onto the Kite Tube as it rises into the air, 15- 60 feet from the surface ofthe water. 
Confrolling a Kite Tube is extremely challenguig, and the slightest upset in its balance 
causes the Kite Tube to fall into the water. As a newcomer to the market, this is the first 
season park rangers at Glen Canyon have observed their use. 

- wtvw.nps.gov/glca -

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA'" 
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

http://wtvw.nps.gov/glca
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mph and most were 15 to 20 feet in the air when they were either ejected or turnei 
accelerated back tb the water. Another 10 to 20 mph of speed is added to their fo 
the victims are hitting the water at 45 to 55 mph. These accidents are therefore thi 
70 footcliff jump, with the added component of the victims having no control overflow 
impact the water. 

More Information... 

Contact Information 
Name: Mike Mayer, Chief Ranger 

about Inslde.nps.gov | feedback 

http://classicinside.nps.gov/headline.cfm?type=Annoiincements&id=4523 6/9/2006 

http://classicinside.nps.gov/headline.cfm?type=Annoiincements&id=4523
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Kevin Schneider To: David BarnaMASO/NPS@NPS, Elaine Sevy/WASO/NPS@NPS, Karen 
nfi/n8/9nnfi n7-4i AM Breslin/DENVER/NPS@NPS, James Doyle/DENVER/NPS@NPS, 

^"^T MST Patricia Turley/DENVER/NPS@NPS, Rick Frost/DENVER/NPS@NPS, 

Subject: Grand Junction Daily Sentinel: Two injured at Lake Powell riding popular 
kite tubes 

Two mjured at Lake Powell riding popular kite tubes 

Wednesday, June 07, 2006 

By SALLY SPAULDING 

The Daily Sentinel 

Two people were injured at Lake Powell last weekend while riding "kite tubes" pulled by boats in the Glen. 
Canyon National Recreation Area. 

Both victims, a 29-year-old male from St. George, Utah, and a 14-year-old giri from Houston, Texas, were 
flown to SL Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction for treatment. 

Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite 
tube as it rises into the air, 15 to 60 feet from the surface of the water. 

The prc)duct was released widely on the market this year and runs about $500. 

This is the first season park rangers at Glen Canyon have observed the use of kite tubes, said Kevin 
Schneider ofthe National Park Service. 

The first incident ofthe weekend occurred on Friday near the Bullfrog Marina area. The 29-year-old male 
lost control of the kite tube and fell roughly 40 feet while moving at approximately 40 mph. 

He suffered a broken neck and was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing. 

On Saturday, the 14-year-old giri was being towed at about 25 mph when she fell between 10 and 15 
feet. 

She lost consciousness when she struck the water and was flown from the Iceberg Canyon area of the 
lake to SL Mary's. 

She was released from the hospital without "serious" injuries, according to Schneider, 

Schneider said the weekend accidents were the third and fourth accidents this year at Glen Canyon 
National Recreation Area involving kite tubes. 

The first two incidents also sent victims to St. Mary's Hospital and involved broken bones, a punctured 
lung and other injuries. 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
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Kevin Schneider 

.^:... 06/08/2006 07:41 AM 
MST 

fyi 

To: Kitty Roberts/GLCA/NPS(g)NPS, Nancie E Ames/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
Susan Perkins/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Stan 
Burman/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Pat Qulnn/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Hank 

cc: 
Subject: Fw: Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
928-608-6208 
— Fora/arded by Kevin Schneider/GLCA/NPS on 06/08/2006 07:40 AM — 

"Paul Ostapuk" 
<postapuk@cableone.n 
et> 

06/08/2006 07:39 AM 
MST 

To: <Kevin_Schneider@nps.gov> 
cc: 

Subject: Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 

Hi Kevin, 

1 wanted to let you know that the Friends of Lake Powell has started a letter writing campaign to remove 
this new dangerous product from the market. 

Have spoken to the manufacturer (Sportsstuff) and several distributors asking them to give this product 
immediate attention. 

Thank you foryour recent press release and have fun.at the celebrations at Park Service Headquarters, 
am on my way out of town to the Old Spanish Trail Annual Convention and will miss today's planned 
activities. 

Paul Ostapuk 
Friends of Lake Powell 

mailto:Kevin_Schneider@nps.gov
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"Robert Baron" 
<erfpmd1@cox.net> 

06/07/2006 10:06 PM 
MST 

To: "Mayer, Mike" <Mike_Mayer@NPS.gov> 
cc: "Steve Luckesen" <Luckesen@Hughes.Net>, "'Baron, Robert" 

<erf pmd 1 @cox. net> 
Subject: FW; Kite Tubes 

FYI 

From: Robert Baron [mailto:erfpmdl@cox.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 07, 2006 10:06 PM 
To: Kitty Roberts (Kitty_Roberts@nps.gov) 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

Kitty. 

I have been following the cases of injuries concerning the operation of Kite Tubes. I believe the 
information collected on the lake, the need to airiift 4 people from the lake in 3 weeks with 1 having a 
broken neck and 2 others having major chest injuries suggests that this 'toy" is just plain too dangerous. 
Ifyou have not seen video clips ofthe use of these kites, please go to KUtv.com, click on the video 
section in the upper right hand corner and click the button that says "see all". Scroll through the options 
and there you will find a clip from 6/5 & 6/5. These videos show graphically what can happen with these 
devices. 

Kitty, I have heard that your Rangers are suggesting the writing of a compendium that would ban the use 
of these Kite Tubes on the lake. From an injury prevention viewpoint, 1 have to agree. Please let me 
know how this all progresses. 

Sincerely, 

Bob Baron 

mailto:erfpmd1@cox.net
mailto:Mike_Mayer@NPS.gov
mailto:Luckesen@Hughes.Net
mailto:erfpmdl@cox.net
mailto:Kitty_Roberts@nps.gov
http://KUtv.com
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Bruce Malloy 

05/10/2006 09:34 AM 
CDT 

To: Randy Y Larson/PAIS/NPS@NPS 
cc: DaleAntonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS, 

Linda Alick/CURE/NPS(@>NPS, Linden Schlenker/B1CA/NPS@NPS, 
Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Matthew Senulis/L'\MR/NPS@NPS. Mike 

Subject: Re: Kite TubingU 

Thanks for the heads up on this potentially dangerous activity. We have not experienced any interest in 
these types of "above the water" activities. But we anticipated that we would in the future, therefore last 
year we crafted and implemented a Compendium prohibition on all of these activities except 
windsurfing/sailboarding. We have not had any comments, negative or positive, on this prohibition. 

y 1.5 Closures and Public Use Limits 
(a) Consistent with applicable legislation and Federal administrative policies, and based upon a 
determination that such action is necessary for the maintenance of public health and safety, protection of 
environmental or scenic values, protection of natural or cultural resources, aid to scientific research, 
implementation of management responsibilities, equitable allocation and use of facilities, or the 
avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities, the superintendent may: 
(1) Establish, for all or a portion of a park area, a reasonable schedule of visiting hours, impose public 
use limits, or close all or a portion ofa park area to all public wie or to a specific use or activity. 

Kitesurfing, kiteboarding, hang gliding, and parasailing (board riding while attached to 
wind-driven parachute-like objects or wing devices and/or towed by a vessel or vehicle) are 
prohibited. The closure is in eiTect on all parli waters. 

Kitesu^fing^oarding, hang gliding, and parasailing within the National Recreation Area has been 
deemed an inappropriate activity given safety concems and resource conflicts that the park is 
mandated to prevent. The reservoir is a highly used public area with many recreational activities 
including swimming, fishing, campitig, and boating. These activities have a long history of 
compatible use. Kitesurfing/boarding, and parasailing requires large open areas free of people, 
obstacles, and other activities. Accepted safety practices by kitesurfing/boarding and parasailing 
associations and groups advocate no kiteboard or parasailing use in swim areas and avoidance of 
obstacles. A kite or parasail being operated in the air has a reach of at least 100' and kite lines under 
tension can cut anything they touch like a razor. Hang gliding while attached to a vessel or vehicle is 
also prohibited due to the inherent safety risks associated with this activity and the dangers to others 
either in the towing vessel/vehicle or others nearby. A closure will ensure the safety of park visitors 
and avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities. This closure does not include 
sailboarding, where a sail is permanently affixed to the board. 

Bruce Malloy 
Chief Ranger 
Amistad National Recreation Area 
4121 Veterans Blvd. 
Del Rio, Texas 78840 
830-775-7492 ext. 213 

Randy Y Larson 

Randy Y Larson 

05/09/2006 12:39 PM 
CDT 

To: Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS 
cc: Bruce Malloy/AMIS/NPS@NPS, Dale Antonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, 

Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS. Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, 
Linden Schlenker/BIC/VNPS@NPS. Mark Law/GLCAv/NPS@NPS, 
Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS 

Subject: Re: Kite TubingCj 
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We have not experienced Kite Tubing but the rage on the coastlines of the country over the last several 
years is Kiteboarding (also called Kitesurfing). Kiteboarders use smallish like surfboards with footstraps 
tethered by a 30 meter kevlar line to a parachute. With strong winds kiteboarders use the parachute sail 
to achieve surface speeds of 30 MPH and in doing so can actually "take off' and get airborne for brief 
periods. 

Our primary concern was a myriad of visitor safety conflicts. At 20-30 MPH a kevlar line could actually 
sever a limb or neck of a sunbather, swimmer, windsurfer, etc. Further compounding our issue is that 
PAIS is one of the top 5 windsurfing areas in the country. Windsurfing is embraced and managed by the 
park and fully compatible with our mission. However the two issues were not compatible together. 
Windsurfers generally sail perpendicular to the wind while kiteboarders travel parallel with the wind. What 
we were seeing was an "unguarded intersection" with the potential for a cross collision or "clothesline" at 
a combined speed of 35-50 MPH. A kevlar line across a body could be disastrous. 

We spent a lot of time debating the issue in the pari< and I met with two local outfitters in Corpus Christi 
who had the majority of the kiteboarding business. As I looked into accepted safety practices by 
kiteboarding associations and various kiteboarding group I found commonly accepted standards that 
advocated no kiteboard use in swim areas and avoidance of crowded beaches. In the end a closure was 
deemed necessary to ensure the safety of park visitors and avoid conflict with other visitor use activities. 

We talked over the applicability of 36 CFR 2.17 with the Solicitor, WASO, and others. We received mixed 
opinions on the applicability of 2.17, so in the end a compendium closure was crafted which prohibits 
Kiteboarding at PAIS. 

Surprisingly the closure has gone well. I think the safety issue was pretty obvious to everyone and it 
helped having many altemative sites outside the park for Kiteboarding. 

Hope this helps. 

Randy Larson 
Chief Ranger 
Padre Island National Seashore 
{361)949-8173x237 . 

Mike Mayer 

.••T-, Mike Mayer To: Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS, Dale Antonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, 
05/08/2006 11 -51 AM ^'^^^ MaIIoy/AMIS/NPS@NPS, Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS(g)NPS, 
J2QJ Randy Y Larson/PAIS/NPS@NPS. Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, 

Linden Schlenker/B1CA/NPS@NPS, Mark Law/GLC/VNPS@NPS 
cc: 

Subject: Kite Tubing 

The next thing that will cause us trouble with injuries and deaths. Kite Tubing. Three weeks ago we had 
our first near fatality from this activity. If you haven't seen this you need to go to the web site. 
www.sportstuff.com. Its made by WEGO Kite Tube and in my estimation they won't be in business long. 

Our guy was 75' behind the boat, traveling 28 mph, and about 10-12 feet off the water. The kite tube 
inverted and plunged or rammed the water surface. Seems innocent enough, but 30mph fonward speed + 
accelerated downward plunge = unconscious tuber with three broken ribs and punctured lung. He was 
pulled from the water, unconscious and face down (est. 45 sec.) by his party and taken to shore where we 
air lifted him. We have a history of folks that died from cliff jumping from 20-30 feet and routinely die 
frohi 70+ feet. 

It won't be long until someone figures out that if we put a 400 foot rope on the kite tube then it can get 50 

http://www.sportstuff.com
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feet in the air. 

I am just curious if any of you have experienced this yet? 

Mike Mayer 
Chief Ranger 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
office 928-608-6253 
cell 928-640-0429 
928-608-6259 FAX Office 
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Kevin Schneider To: Kitty Roberts/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Nancie E Ames/GLC/VNPS@NPS, 
'̂•••'V nK/nsy^nnf! inns Aivi SusanPerkins/GLC/VNPS@NPS, Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Star 

^ " ^ SAOT Burman/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Pat Quinn/GLC/VNPS@NPS, Hank 
Mb I cc: 

Subject: arizona daily sun: Kite tubing injuries on Lake Powell a worry 

From the Arizona Daily Sun, Flagstaff 

Kite tubing injuries 
By CYNDY COLE 

Sun Staff Reporter 

06/08/2006 

on Lake Powell a worry 

A large, disc-like inflatable tube that lets water recreationists 'take flight' on Lake Powell is also 
leading to emergency room trips. 

One product retailei: is saying the new toy towed behind boats at Lake Powell lets riders "fly 
through the air like a bird... reaching incredible new heights." 

After four injuries this summer in which riders were also flown to the hospital, the National Park 
Service is warning that the kite-like device is causing broken bones and comparing the new sport 
to cliff jumping, which is prohibited. 

The toys are round, mflatable discs about 10 feet in diameter that are pulled behind boats. The 
rider hes flat on top of them as the boat gets going, then sometimes soars into the air at 
45-degree angle, half-standing on them, shifting the body weight back away from the boat with a 
yank. There are footholds and handles. 

It's like riding on top ofa big, inflatable disc. 

"The slightest movement by the user to upset the balance will cause it to tumble into the water," 
recreation area spokesman Kevin Schneider said. 

Videos on Web sites that sell the Kite Tube for about S600 show one rider hanging half-on, 
half-off, legs dangling. 

In other clips, riders appear to soar 10 or 20 feet above the water on the disc, which has a skull 
and crossbones logo on the underside. 

Four people have been flown out of Glen Canyon National Recreation Area with injuries after 
riding Kite Tubes. 



6 - 1 6 - 0 6 ; 4 : 3 9 P M ; G . L. C. A. D ISPACH ; 9 2 8 e 0 8 e 3 1 5 # 1 3 / 3 1 

060614HCC3603 Exhibit H 

"This is fhe first time we've actually seen them in Glen Canyon National Recreation Area," 
Schneider said. 

Friday, a 29-year-oId man from St. George was about 35 or 40 feet in the air, being pulled at 35 
or 40 miles per hour when he fell. His neck was broken. He was the third person in his group that 
day to be hurt, though the other injuries in his group were considered minor. 

On Saturday, a 14-year-old girl form Texas fell from the kite 10-15 feet and was knocked' 
unconscious when she hit the water. 

"In some ways this is similar to cliff jumping, because you have a person falling into the water at 
a high distance and relatively high rate of speed," Schneider said. He added riders are not in 
control of how they hit the water. 

Cliff jumping was banned across Lake Powell last year. The Park Service has made posters -
they can be found taped up in convenience stores near the lake - out ofa video ofone man who 
jumped off a cliff and was never seen alive again. His friends were holding the video camera. 

The Park Service is allowing the new devices, but is reviewing accidents as they happen. 

A ban on Kite Tubes would be within the park's authority, Schneider said. 

C>Tidy Cole can be reached at ccole@azdailysun.com or at 913-8607. 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
928-608-6208 

mailto:ccole@azdailysun.com
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« World's largest kite flies in Tokyo 
321 kite-flyers held in a crackdown against metal-wire use » 

KiteTube!? 

Ads by Gooooooqie 

Wego Kite Tube-In 

Slock 
Free Shipping and 
choice of Free Life 
Vest or Pump with 
each order! 
www.BoalTube.com 

Overton's Water 
Sports 
Your one stop shop for 
all your Marine and 
Watersports needsl 
wwvv.overtons.com 

Just reading the Toronto Kite Fliers mailing list today and someone posted a 
link to a bizarre "kite" that is towed behind a boat. It's called the WEGO KITE 
TUBE produced by SPORTSSTUFF. 

So the idea is basically you convince some fearless individual to climb on top of 
this inflated disk, tear down the lake at top speed and vnth some "control" the 
rider can laimch the kite tube in the air and remain air borne. As long as you 
have enough speed, and you keep the right angle of attack you should be ok. 
(mildly insane but ok) 

Personally I don't think I would do it... there are a few spills in that video that 
look like they could have been a lot worse... you can check out the video here; 
Kite Tube Video. 

This entry was posted on Tuesday, February 28th, 2006 at 8:57 pm and is filed under General. You can follov/ any 
responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can leave a response, or trackback from your own site. 

60 Responses to "Kite Tube!?" 

1. Al Says: 
March 3rd. 2006 at 4:33 pm 

The wego kite tube by sportsstuff is definitely going to be an interesting ride, living in 
minnesota, I have not been able to get on this tube yet (it was released in January and our lakes 
are froze, obviously). But I sell this tube at MN Boat Shows, and as such, I have personally 
watched this video a few himdred times. 

The WEGO will be a very safe tube if used right, as you can see in the video that ifyou don't 
want to spill on the tube, you will not have to. The girl in the video stays at a constant 5-10 
feet off the water when she wants to. 1 personally can not wait to ride this tube. We are 
currently thinking about taking this tube in the locks, where there is open water right now, 

http://vvww.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

http://www.BoalTube.com
http://wwvv.overtons.com
http://vvww.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/
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simply because I am so excited to ride it. And you will not have to go "top speed" the 
maximum recommended speed to pull this tube is 14-28 m.p.h, depending on the wind speed 
on your lake. 

2. Stephanie Says: 
March 6th. 2006 at 8:22 am 

That looks hke a blast! You get one and I'll try it (S) 

3. jack Says: 
March 7th. 2006 at 11:51 am 

we live on a small lake that we ski and tube we were wondering if the tube can be tumed in 
air since our lake is only about 1/2 mile long plz reply jack 

4. JON Says: 
March 9th. 2006 at 4:31 pm 

Hello Jack, 

Go ahead and get one man its crazy. Speaking fi-om riding the Kite tube it is speechless. A 1/2 
mile lake should be ok on the tums all you have to do is slow down and brmg the rider down 
to the water and then tum. This not like a regular tube where it is rider versus boat driver. You 
have to watch the tube so if he gets to high you can gradually slow down to let him down out 
ofthe air. I have ridden mine like a regular deck tube and lower speeds and wind conditions 
and it performs awsome. Going on a whip the all sudden it catches a litte air then off to riding 
it like a deck tube again. My friends have gotten 3o to 40 feet hi the air on this thing. One 
friend only want to go 5 feet in the air so we watched him in the reer view mirrow ofthe boat 
to make sure he didn't get to high. In summary i would say to get man you can always go to a 
bigger lake to for long runs. But short lake it will work. I remember we practiced like 10 rides 
and we were able to do a gradual turn not like a whip but gradual in the air. Going against the 
wind is key when going with the wind you don't get as high but thats ok we just ride like a 
huge deck tube with occassional ups and dows of 1 foot or so. SO GET MAN AND TELL 
YOUR FRIENDS! Oh ya there is a instructional video and riding vidoe at there website. 
www.SPORTSSTUFF.COM 

HOPE THAT HELPS POST YOUR COMMENTS IF YOU GET ONE OR ANYMORE 
QUESTIONS! 

5. Chris Says; 
April 8th. 2006 at 9:43 am 

Just bought a new Malibu V-Drive, traded in my 2005 Supra inboard for a larger, faster, v-
drive with a tower. Can't wait to try this out!! Is it any more difficult for the driver to control 
the boat with the tube in the arr? And have you ever tried hooking it up on the Tower to get 
more height? Let me know. 

Thanks! 

Chris 

http://A '̂ww.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

http://www.SPORTSSTUFF.COM
http://A%5e'ww.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/
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6. marc Says: 
April 18th, 2006 at 3:16 pm 

Hey Chris 

I had the same idea about hooking it up to the tower, 3 out 5 guys landed in the ER that night, 
The £iir we caught was unreal. Approx 40fit on a 65ft̂  line. It was cool but insane all at the same 
time. Ifyou do hook it their be prepared for a rough fall. Good Luck 

Marc 

7. Cecil Says: 
April 19th. 2006 at 4:55 pm 

Does anyone know what will happen if I hook it up to my pylon with a 1 OOft. barefoot luie? I 
was thinJcing about running 40mph into a 20mph head wind. How tight would that be? 

8. still recovering Say s: 
April 20th. 2006 at 12:53 am 

Using a 100 foot line or tieing to the tower is just stupid. I did a nose dive at 10' and ended up 

in the er. If someone does that at 40' or 75' their dead. 

9. adog Says: 
April 23rd. 2006 at 3:05 am 

we used the 65 ft cord and to the tower on a ski nautique 210 air and got AT LEAST 50 ft 
before he fell on his neck.. ..knocked him out but lis Texas boys dont go to the ER till there are 
Hmbs hanging off..... 

10. Steve Says: 
April 26th, 2006 at 1:06 am 

All the videos i have seen have people on the wego kite tube that are about ISOlbs, will this 
tube fly with lets say a 2001b fat boy.... loi 

11. DRaley Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 9:38 am 

1 road one last weekend. I could NOT control the height or dipping from side to side (think 
real kite) If I had not had on a professionally ski jacket I would have been ER. I am wearing a 
6 inch wide bruise from the bottom of my jacket to my knee. 

12. areamike Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 10:16pm 

1 put a video on our Family website of us riding this Kite Tube for the first time this last 
weekend. 
(click on Kite tubing Video) 
http://www.fauxpas.org/modules/xoopsgallery/view_album.php?set_albumName=album44 

http://www.steadywuids.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tabe/ 6/14/2006 

http://www.fauxpas.org/modules/xoopsgallery/view_album.php?set_albumName=album44
http://www.steadywuids.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tabe/
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The last wipeout in the video is insane.. .itse at your OWTSJ risk is an unserstatement. This thing 
can be a gi-eat ride as long as you have a GOOD boat driver and STEADY headwinds. Do not 
use in Wind gusts! 

13. Cody Says: 
April 27th. 2006 at 2:44 am 

AAAAj]̂ ^̂  looked like a nasty spill. How was he afterwards? 

For anybody interested in purchasing this tube, 1 would recommend checking out this one... 
http://www.sevvlor.com/towables.html 

1 rode it last weekend and I was high flying just like on the video in about 15 minutes. 

14. bdog Says: 
April 28th. 2006 at 12:43 am 

A collapsed lung and a broken wrist are pretty serious—^BUT at least all of us were tough 
enough to stay conscious. 

15. Meagan Says: 
May 2nd. 2006 at 11:10 am 

1 watched a fiiend of mine die when he fell off of the wego kite tube, it was the most awful 
thing I will ever expierence. He broke his neck when he hit the water. Please, please don't use 
this tube!! 

16. greg Says: 
. Mav 4th. 2006 at 9:39 pm 

Anyone riding this thing should check this out. 
http://www.kfdml.com/engine.pl?station=kfdm&id=14598&template~breakoutlocal.html 

17. Steadywiruis.com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube Claims Life Says: 
May 4th, 2006 at 11:17 pm 

[...] A link to this story was posted as a comment to an earlier post I made about the Kite 
Tube. Based on this story and a number ofthe comments to the last kite tube post it's not safe! 
Please don't take your life into your own hands with one of these. The constantly changing 
angle-of-attack, combined with weight shifts from the rider and the lack of drag make this an 
extremely unpredictable "kite". [...] 

18. joe Says: 
May 9th. 2006 at 9:40 am 

I can;t belive the comments that i'm reading about. 
i'm realy freaking out. 
my friend bought one and we flwe it this Sunday and he had a nasty spill whent the thing 
whent up and flipped over becuase ofthe wind that threw him off and he's def in one ear for 4 
weeks becuase he broke his eardrum when it smacked him down onto the water surface fter 
gomg 29 feet high © ;( 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

http://www.sevvlor.com/towables.html
http://www.kfdml.com/engine.pl?station=kfdm&id=14598&template~breakoutlocal.html
http://Steadywiruis.com
http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/
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we;re planning on doin it again> 
big tip: DON NOT USE IN HEAVY WINDS OR GUSTS, HAVE AN EXPERIENCED 
BOAT DRIVER. 

19. Brian Says: 

May 11th. 2006 at 11:08 pm 

Meagan, please email me at brianmazzola(g),gt.rr.com. Thank you. 

20. 5C07TSays: 
May 15th. 2006 at 2:22 pm 
I bought 1 last week we have come close to getting it flying how fast are you going to get h to 
fly 

21. will Says: 

May 15th, 2006 at 7:32 pm 

Does anyone know which kite tube is steadier the Manta or the WEGO KITE TUBE? 

22. Chris... Says; 
Mav 16th. 2006 at 3:39 pm 
I bought one of these last week and I have ridden it approx. 7-8 times now and getting pretty 
good with it. Yesterday I flew about 20' or so probobly 5-6 different times with good control, 
it was reaUy steady going up and coming down, when I was first using it, it come down 
sideways a few times but I just held on and it corrected itself. Now on the other hand, a friend 
of mme was on it yesterday also and a gust of wind caught him and he quickly soared to about 
30' and got out of balance and flipped it and fell 30' at 30mph and he thouglit he broke his arm, 
although he didn't and he is ahright. I honesfly love this thmg and thmk its a blast but after 
yesterday I dop't think I'm going to let my friends get on it unless they sign a release form or 
something and 1 will probobly only let like me and my brothers on it anymore. It can be 
dangerous but everything that really gets your adrenaline pumping is a little dangerous, I 
suggest just doing like the manual and video says and starting with the 45' rope for 12 tunes 
then the 55' rope for 24 times until you get used to it then the 65'. Good luck and stay 
balanced. 

23. Steve Says: 

May 17th, 2006 at 7:55 am 

scott, 

i have had mine for 2 weeks, flying it great! we were only doing about 27mph or 30. into a 10 
to 15 wind 
what is your email and i will send you some pics. 

24. Steve Says: 
May 17th. 2006 at 7:58 am 

correction on the speed only gohig 20 to 25mph 

http://www.stcadywinds.comyarchives/2006/02/28/kite-njbe/ 6/14/2006 

http://www.stcadywinds.comyarchives/2006/02/28/kite-njbe/
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25. SCOTT Says: 
May 17th. 2006 at 2:22 pm 

We have tried 25-35 mph we can but the winds were nc more that about lOmh my e-mail is 
maxie5612@yahoo.com pics would be appreciated. 

26. Chris Says: 
May 19th. 2006 at 10:27 am 

My friend purchased the wego and we took it out, it was really fim at first, but then I was 
riding it and for no reason it took off about 40-50 feet in the air and went out of control and 
slammed me down hard onto the water. Now 1 ara an avid wakeboarder, tube rider, thrill 
seeker, but this thing is going to kill someone! I recentely read that it did actually kill some 
one. Well we decided to try it again the next day and ray friend was on it and it did the same 
thing to him went about 30 feet up then took a hard nose dive right to the water h wrapped him 
up in the tube and slammed him so hard it tore his ael in his knee and broke 2 ribs. This tube is 
a great idea but they need to redesign it. They had better watch out or as sue happy as this 
world is there will be a major lawsuit against them. 

27. Steve Says: 
May 21st. 2006 at 9:12 pm 

Chris, 
we have been getting some serious air on the tube also. One of my buddies stayed up for 35 
seconds( our longest ride ofthe day), he was @ lOtolS feet on this ride, i can relate to the nose 
dive, were you guys in cross winds or calm day? 

28. Taylor Says: 
May 21st. 2006 at 10:20 pm 

I just bought one of these today and I will say it is alot of fim, but this thing can get out of 
control. As a former member ofthe Coast Guard I guess I should know better but I was pulling 
my friend and decided to push the envelope and I sent him into orbit, probably about 40'. My 
natural reaction was to pull back on the throttle, well that was the wrong thing to do becuse he 
came barreling down into the water and messed his knee up bad. Anyway we are going to keep 
using it, but we are going to be alot more careful. 

29. Taylor Says: 
May 22nd. 2006 at 3:55 pm 

Quick note I have ultimatly decided to sell this thing, I don't want to be responsible for killing 
a friend. I now think this thing is much to dangerous. I saw somewhere earlier that there are 
some guys from Texas. Just to let you know that a buddy of mine is a game warden here in 
Texas and this thing will be ILLEGAL to use buy the end ofthis summer, he assures me. So I 
guess ifyou are in Texas I would start thinking about selling as soon as you can because you 
won't be able to sell them after that. 

30. FTC924 Says: 
May 23rd. 2006 at 12:54 pm 

My friends and I had this monster out yesterday here m Illinois. We are all over 200 lbs and in 

http;//www.steadywmds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

mailto:maxie5612@yahoo.com
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good shape and thought this thing would be easy. We hooked it to the back of our wave-rurmer 
and began at 45'. We were able to hop across the water but the mbe was defmitely unsteady 
and would throw us off without notice like we were rag dolls. Towards the end of our first run 
we were able to get the tube to around 5 foot above the water for a few seconds at a time. The 
last run at 45' (before we were going to extend the rope to 55') I was at 5-8 foot above the 
water and the tube decided it was done and tumed over and face-planted me into the water. 1 
thought my jaw was broke. 

Since my jaw was not broke, we went to 55' and began to get this thing to 10 feet. However, 
not matter what we did, if we hit a gust ofwind or a cross wind, the mbe would twist and tum 
and thow us off. All this time we were keeping the MPH's around 30-35 because we wanted to 
leam first. Then one my friends signaled to go faster so we upped the speed to 40 MPH and up 
he went to approx 15 feet. He seemed to have major problems keeping the tube steady at that 
height and speed and right before (and I mean right before) the tube decided to tum over and 
nose dive to the water, he jumped off and landed on his feet. We all think we was lucky. 

We finally decided to try the 65' foot length and I am man enough to say that we were not 
ready (or "I" was not ready). I was the first to try it and wanted to increase the speed to 40-45. 
During my run, 1 was easily flying 10-15 feet in the air and it seemed to me that I was getting 
the hang of it. But then I caught a huge gust ofwind that took me to 30 feet in the air instantly 
and then, even faster, it tumed to the left and then whipped to the right and threw me off into 
the water and I landed right on my back. It knocked the @'̂ %!$@ out of me and I could hardly 
breathe for a good 5-7 minutes. I thought my neck and back were shattered. I have not gone to 
the doctor yet but I have eaten two bottles of aspirin since yesterday. It does disturb me that I 
landed exactly how that 33 year old guy landed in Texas that was killed. AND HE WAS 
ONLY AT 15 FEET. I was double that. 

Anyways, we do many extreme sports but are always in control and we can always push the 
.sport to our abilities. One thing I know for sure, you cannot see the wind nor can you control it 
and while on the Wego Kite Tube it is hard to control it as well. One thing I notice in the 
manual you get with the mbe, it states that the weight limit ofthe tube is 2001bs but it seems to 
me that the hghter the person is, the more uncontrollable the tube will be since it is 10 feet 
wide. I thought the weight limh was 200 lbs because the tube would not get off the water at 
weights above 200. WRONG!!!! In fact, at the end ofthe day yesterday we decided to put two 
guys on the mbe and ride it like a conventional tube whipping them in figure-S's and stuff like 
that. This is 425 lbs on this monster and as I whipped them around the first chcle, they GOT 
AIR and were 2-3 feet over the water!!!!! 

I am calling Sportsstuff today for answers to my questions and will advise as to what they say. 

Does anyone have experience on the Mantra flying tube? It is easier to control when flying? I 
have watched the video and it does seem easier but then again it was being ridden by a 
professional. Someone please advise. 

31. Cody Says: 
May 24th, 2006 at 9:48 am 

The Manta is" much safer than the WEGO, it has rope handles that you hold onto so that you 
can suck the wings in to steady it out, and fiy for a few minutes at at time. I knew the WEGO 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-mbe/ 6/14/2006 
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was gonna be bad news from the beginning. Now I won't even be able to do my favorite thing 
come to the end ofthe summer. 

32. JJSays: 
May 25th. 2006 at 3:27 pm 

We just got our Wego and it is AWESOME! I was a bit nervous fhe 1st tune out, but now I 
can't get enough. Ifyou and the boat driver/spotter take the time to watch the instmctional 
DVD, read the manual and acmally use as directed it's a great ride! It takes getting use to andT 
recommend starting with the shortest ofthe ropes until you get comfortable with it, but we 
have had no problems tovnng at around 25-27 MPH. I can see how it woidd be dangerous if 
not used properly, but you can say that about anything. Common sense-it says right on the 
tube, only kite as high as your willing to fall. I give it two thumbs up!!! 

33. Shellie Says: 
May 26th. 2006 at .11:21 pm 

Wrap me in bubble wrap and give me a helmet, I'll try it! 

34. Michael Laninga Says: 
May 27th. 2006 at 11:44 am 

My son (18 years old) had a nasty crash on a Wego Kite Tube May 25th. He suffered a broken 
back and three broken bones in his left foot. He will be in a back brace for 6 - 8 weeks and 
require surgury on his foot. He missed his High School graduation and all night party too. 
Worse he has lost his summer employment at a youth camp. This is a very dangerous toy. 

35. James Says; 
May 28th. 2006 at 11:00 am 

Hi, i am thinking about gettmg a wego, but am wondering if our boat can handle it, its a 79 
doral 6cyl mercruzer 165h, can someone tell me if this is sufficiant, to pull this crazy thing, 
thanks James. 

36. /// ripper Says; 
May 29th. 2006 at 10:54 am 

my name is lii ripper and i just got back from the hospital last night from crashing down off 
the kite tube we had it hooked up to the tower in out boat not a good idea..i dont really rember 
what happened b/c i suffered from amniesa but i was told i feell from 20 feet in the air and 
became uncounsious i recomend not getting one!!I!! 

37. Chris Says: 
May 30th. 2006 at 11:28 am 

I wrote earlier and told ya'll about my buddy that fell from about 30' weU he's getting better 
with a little shoulder pain still but will be ok. 1 had this thing out again this weekend and I 
have to say that I personally am getting pretty good with it, 1 can fly it about 15'-20' very 
smoothly and bring it back down no problem, I do have to say though that I ride motorcycles 
alot and do have pretty good balance, which I believe is the key to the kite tube. I am still the 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 
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only person that has been on my kite tube who has not flipped off at some point. I love it and 
can't get enough. If the wind isn't blowing very much I'll get my wife to drop the tln-ottle all 
the way down to about 40mph so that I can get more air but if the wind is blowing pretty good 
or it is gusting then 25 works really well, I can get 15' with the 45' or the 65' rope easily. But I 
can see were a cross wind could throw you off course and put it out of control if you didn't 
expect it, so I-suggest staying balanced and expect the worst and hope for the best when flying 
high but 1 have had no problems at all. Oh and 165HP should pull it fine, I have a 19'Chaparral 
with 190HP and it has no problems at all pulling it. Just be careful using the kite tube and 
follow ALL ofthe instructions or ride at your own risk. 

38. Derek Says: 
May 30th. 2006 at 2:41 pm 

Ive taken hard/high(30') falls and next time im wearing a protec helmet and neck brace... 
maybe even a mouth piece, just dont use it in high winds,cross winds, use alot of air m the tube 
and alot of balance when your up there, also pull into the wind as straight on as you can 

39. James Says: 

May 31st. 2006 at 12:35 am 

hi,thanks chris ,i will ride carefully, cheers James 

40. jason Says: 
May 31st. 2006 at 8:52 am 
Had my first experience this past Memorial day. Chris is dead on with the wind situation. It 
was pretty windy that day. The kite goes up very well, but ifyou have some wind gusts, no 
amount of balance is going to help you. It is like trying to fly an airplane with one wing, it 
started the side to side shaking very violently and I came off of it at about 25'. Needless to say, 
the water feels like concrete when you hit it at that height and moving at about 35mph. On a 
good ligt wind day, you should be able to fly it with some nifty balancing. Even though it hurt 
when I fell, i will get back on it again. A glutton for punishment i quess!! 

41. Steve Says: 
May 31 St. 2006 at 5:41 pm 

O.K. guys here is our story... memorial day weekend, friend of ours was riding the kite tube 
on the 65 ft line, was flying great! at @15 to 20' aU of a sudden he went to 40' in a split 
second, he had excellent control ofthis thing, he got a bit nervous and couldnt figme how to 
get it down lower, we backed of throttle a bit and tube went sideways and threw him off 
unfortunally he suffered a compressed vertabrae. i have posted here before and wanted to see if 
you guys could control the up and down on this thmg. the fall he took was not really from the 
40ft because he was comming back down when we throttled back, the side ofthe tube actually 
hit the water first and then slung him off. we have been very carefull when flying this thing, 
we all will still ride, i really beheve this is the most extreme water sport out there. 

42. Steve Says: 
May 31st. 2006 at 5:45 pm 
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Hey chris send me some pics!!!! stevewbarcofgtaol.com 

43. Steve Says: 
May 31st, 2006 at 5:54 pm 

FTC, 

let me know when you talk to sportsstuff. im interested in what they have to say 
thanks 

44. Chris Says: 
June 1st. 2006 at 4:13 pm 

Steve, 
Not saying it was the boat drivers fault in this case but I've been thinking about this same 
situation and this is what I have come up with. If he was flying it great at 20' then the only 
thing that shot him up fiirther was a gust ofwind unless someone was playing around too 
much and dropped the throttle to send him up higher. I think if the driver would have remained 
steady on the throttle that just as soon as that gust ofwind settled down then he would have 
come down as well. I have experienced this and just remained balanced and it would come 
back down after a few seconds or so. But another thing I've been thinking about is this.. .if 
someone is 40' m the air on a 65' rope then that only leaves about 50' horizontel distance from 
the kite mbe to the boat and at 30mph you cover approx. 44' per second so if the boat driver 
panics and drops the throttle all the way down and the boat stops it wouldn't take much for the 
kite tube to drift over the boat and drop the rider into the boat, which could mean serious 
injury or death. If my math is off 1 am sorry but this COULD I believe happen, someone please 
correct me if I am wrong. But like in your case you said the kite tube was already decending 
then you backed off the throttie, so in a sense you backing off the throttle caused the kite tube 
to lose any lift from undemeath that it might have had to bring it down smoothly which caused 
it to flip sideways and down into the water. I really hope your friend gets better and I have sent 
you a few pics but I still have to get some better ones. 

45. Chris Says: 
June IsL 2006 at 4:22 pm 

Ohh I forgot to tell you guys that I rode the kite tube backwards this past weekend for a few 
seconds, I just sit down and grabbed the handles and h went up maybe 4' off the water.. .felt 
kinda wierd and I didn't have much control and didn't want to break my record of no falls so I 
turned back around but my brothers were tripping out. It was a nice view though.. .you could 
actually see very weU just how high you really was. 

46. peter pond Says: 
June 2nd. 2006 at 8:33 am 

used the kite mbe for 1st time last weekend,everything was great til i shot to 30' mstantly,the 
tube started getting very unstable up there,so i bailed,hit the water so hard it ripped my shorts 
in two.rested on the beach for 20 minutes,tried agian,same thing .back up to 30',came crashing 
down.i don't think my body can handle a 3rd violent impact,and everyone else is to scared to 
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use the tube because they might get shot to 30'+.so my question is if we go shorter than 45' on 
the tow line,to say 25' will this eliminate the tiireat of going to high,but still allow for some lift 
off the water,and being a safe distance from the prop????? 

47. Chris Says: 
June 2nd. 2006 at 11:35 am 

Man just my opinion, 25' might be a little too short, it might be difficuh starting off with the 
washout from the inside ofthe wake being so close, I would thmk it would try and submarine 
really bad, I would try 35' or even 40' first, but ifyou called sportsstuff tiiey might have a 
better answer for you from the safet>' end, I don't think the prop would be an issue though. 
Something to keep m mind for next time, I know you can't see the wind or anything but ifyou 
shoot up to 30' really quick then it may be gusting too bad to fly it for that day, I think the 
DVD that comes with it says something about it 

48. HeyTone Says: 
June 3rd. 2006 at 1:08 am 

My brother recently went to 65' rope, and he got it on video. His friends are absolutely nuts 
and some ofthe vwpe outs are downright violent. There's two videos at the following link if 
you want to check it out. 

HeyTone.com movies 

49. Duane H. Says; 
June 6th. 2006 at 3:33 pm 

We saw this video at Bass Pro Shops and went out and bought it. We started out at 65 feet of 
rope at approx, 35 MPH. My friend Kevin was doing great for the first 5 minutes and we were 
amazed at the hieght we were getting. The next thing we knew he shot up high in the air and 
was slammed down on his right side at full speed. He was knocked imconcious and had to be 
pulled from the water with rescue breaths given to revive him. We took it back the next day. 

50. MarkSays: 
June 7th. 2006 at 8:28 am 

I wish we had the problem of getting to high on the Wego Kite Tube. We cannot get the tube 
off the water. The area just below the recessed foot holds is always touching the water. The 
first weekend the tube was under inflated, because we had no foot pump, that explained that. 
The second weekend we had it fiilly inflated, 150-160 potmd rider, 10 mile hoiu- head wind, 
and still could not get the tube into the air. The riders have all watched the video. We used 
both the 65' and 55' foot lengths and have tried speeds up to 30 miles on hour. We have 23' -
250 horse I/O - deck boat, with the tow rope attachment about 2/3 ofthe way up the transom. 
Any suggestions would be greatly apprecaited. Thanks 

51. Steve Says: 
June 7th, 2006 at 11:44 am 
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Mark, 

Keep riding, it will take a few tries to get accustomed to. you should let the tube do all the 
work, we struggled with this, we were tr>'ing to really yank on the handle to make it fly. that is 
the wrong thing to do. just graddually pull back and the wind should do the rest, make sure the 
tube is properly inflated very important!!!! be patient, this thing will soar, i have posted here 
before., and PLEASE BE CAREFUL!!!!!!! 
we usually run anywhere between 28 to 32mph depending on the wind, there should be no 
problem getting a 150 tO 1601b guy or girl up. send me you email i will send you some pics 

52. Michael Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:09 pm 

We tried this last weekend. Tt was a blast. Started with the rope at 65 feet behind a Seadoo. 
Had a little trouble with control at first but once we figured out to go directly into the wind it 
was fme. If you get out of control just sit down and the tube will go back down to the water. 
Even my almost 50 year old mom had a blast. 

53. Calestie Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:19 pm 

Our family bought the wego kite mbe. We aU sat down together and watched the instmctional 
video twice!! We are all experienced baoters and have been boating for years. My husband 
crashed hard on the tube. He was coughing up blood and had to be hfeflighted to closest 
hospital. Has broken ribs, bruised, and abdominal problems. This tube is NOT SAFE!!!!! We 
followed instmctions exactiy. It is totally unpredictable. DO NOT BUY IT!!!!! 

54. RodSays: 
June 8th, 2006 at 4:06 pm 

We bought a Wego Kite Tube, tried it for a couple weekends, and retumed it this week. It can 
be very dangerous! Please be sure it is properly inflated, do not use in imsteady winds, and the 
boat driver should never let the tube get more than 5 feet off the water. The kite can easily soar 
to 25-30 feet, and dump you off hard. We are experienced boaters and mbers, and think this 
tube will eventually do the same thing to anyone who uses it. It can be a lot of fim, till 
someone gets hurt. The last time we used the tube, the rider hit the water and was 
unconscience for about 10 seconds. We experienced a moderate concussion, bmised ribs, 
coughing up blood, and severe headaches in the short time we used it. Definately not worth the 
risks!! 

55. DavidSays: 
June 9th. 2006 at 11:24 am 

I just found this site while looking for information about the Wego Kite Tube after a 17 year-
old in Winter Haven, Florida sustained a life-threatenmg injury while using this product. The 
young man is an experienced wake-boarder who was preparing for the professional circuit (the 
boat driver was also experienced). This young man sustained a 30-40 foot fall when a sudden 
gust of wmd lifted the tube from 10 feet to that height and then flipped him over. He sustained 
a dissection ofthe aorta and has survived only because of prompt emergency care and 6-hour 
surgery in Tampa. 
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This product may provide "thrills," but so does Russian roulette, which is what you are playing 
every time you take a ride on this kite tube. This yoimg man was not an inexperienced "hot 
dog"; he was athletic and experienced. This product should be taken off the market!!! 
Wamings on the mbe or on "instructional videos" are not a defense for the continued sale of 
this product. 

For those of you considering purchase and/or use ofthis kite tube, PLEASE review the many 
intemet postings available. Ifyou still decide to use it make sure you have major medical 
coverage and funeral arrangements. 

56. Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » More Kite Tube Problems... Says: 
•lune 9th. 2006 at 12:06 pm 

[...] Kite Tube!? WOWT I Kite Tubing Writes [...] 

57. Troy Says: 
June 10th. 2006 at 2:46 am 

I have been a boater for many years, my family and I love to mbe. 
When I first saw the Wego Kite Tube (overtons I believe) I had to have one. After 1 trip to the 
lake and some fomm searching, I am putting my mbe on ebay. This tube has the potential of 
hurting many people, and the one ultimately responsible will be the boat driver. This tube will 
go from skimming the top ofthe water to 20 feet in a blink of an eye. Now this wouldnt be so 
bad at 15 or so mph. I had a 190 potmder at over 40 mph before the tube would lift ui a low 
wind situation. Falling off at 40 mph would not be fun. 
I encoumge anyone to watch the videos posted on this site before purchasing a kite tube. Look 
at how violent the crashes are. Think ofthe liability involved if someone gets uijured behind 
your boat, or worse. Friends are friends until they are layed up, unable to work, bills are piling 
up lawsuit to follow. 

58. Cader Says: 
June 12th. 2006 at 12:31 pm 

I got on one this weekend and I have to say this is sweet! 
My brother-in-law took about a 10' spill on his head and got a headache but he has has much 
worse on his air chair. Granted we were out on a pretty windy day and we shouldn't have been 
on the first time out. 

I keep reading about people getting hurt on this but a lot of them are starting out with the 65' 
length rope and / or putting it on a ski tower, BOTH of which the instmctions say NOT to 
do!!! 

There is a post about a 100' rope on a tower: 
still recovering Says: 
April 20th, 2006 at 12:53 am 
Using a 100 foot line or tieing to the tower is just smpid. I did a nose dive at 10' and ended up 

in the er. If someone does that at 40' or 75' their dead. 

Not to sound callus but what do you expect? When you don't follow directions you get hurt -
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no matter the product. 

59. John Stabler Says; 
. June 13th, 2006 at 5:19 pm 

I'm all for safe water sports. You should stick within your limits. You need a driver and 
spotter who know what they're doing. With practice you will control the Wego and not the 
other way round. But you need to take it slowly and identify unsuitable conditions. Wear 
appropriate safety gear and ifyou drive/own the boat you should be insured. 
Personally I like the Wego and it can be alot of fun when used properly. Sure, I've fallen off a 
few times (sometimes spectacularly) but never from a height to cause major damage. You 
should not be flying it at more than 15'. The thing says on it "Don't fly higher than you're 
willing to fall". If it's going too high for you then there is something wrong and you shouldn't 
be using it. 

Dopes on Ropes - Water Skiing and Kite Tubing 

60. admin Says: 
June 13th, 2006 at 8:20 pm 

John, 

From a kite point of view it is not stable, so I am not sure how it can be used safely at all. A 
flat kite needs drag to fly and keep it pointed into the wind. On a flat kite this usually done 
using some sort of tail or drogue shoot. Wnd.X I see in the videos etc is the kite starts to cobra, 
this is when the kite starts to oscilate back and forth and sort of looks like a snake dancing. 
This is where you get into trouble... if it sways too much one side ofthe kite will catch a little 
more wind and keep going and dump the rider and the kite will crash, usually in a nose dive. 

just my 2 cents.. 

-Bill 
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"Ray Tsuneyoshi" To: <KBergersen@azgfd.gov>,<anelson@npgcabIe.com>, 
<RTSUNEYOSHI@dbvi/. <michael_mcginnis@nps.gov>, <firstaid@citlink.net>, 
ca.gov> <doug.schuster@co.mohave.az.us>, <awlrt2@fs.fed.us>, 

cc: <EHuntsman@azgfd.gov>, <fmessman@ndow.org>, 
06/12/2006 11:02 AM <CWall@azgfd.gov>, <JSacco@azgfd.gov> 
MST Subject: Re: Kite Tubes 

What is kind of weird coincidence is that I was just in flight fr om Tennessee to Sacramento, reading the "Sky Mall 
" magazine. The ad for the "Sky Kite" pops up just as th pilot announces that we are flying over Lake Powell. Just 
from the photo's it looks like there is a potential for instability and no protection for the occupant. 
RayT 

Original Message 
From: Kevin Bergersen <KBergersen@azgfd.gov> 
To: anelson@npgcable.com <aneIson@npgcable.com>; michaei_mcginnis@nps.gov 
<michael_mcginnis@nps.gov>; firstaid@citlink.net <firstaid@citlink.net>; doug.schuster@co.mohave.az.us 
<doug.schuster@co,mohave.az.us>; awirtz@fs.fed.us <awirtz@fs.fed.us>; D_Toporek@MCSO.maricopa.gov 
<D_Toporek@MCSO.maricopa.gov>; mary_hinson@nps.gov <mary_hinson@nps.gov>; 
darren.sinimons@co.yuma.az.us<darren.simmons@co.yuma.az.us>; jcooley@fs.fed.us<jcooley@fs,fed.us>; 
gpeaslee@pr.state.az.us <gpeaslee@pr.slate.az.us>; dale_enlow@fws.gov <dale_enlow@fws.gov>; 
michael_dodson@blm.gov <michael_dodson@blm.gov>; jim_hoIland@nps.gov <jim_holland@nps.gov>; 
IrvineG@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us<lrvineG@ci,lake-havasu-city.az.us>', azfool@yahoo.com 
<a2foot@yahoo.com>; rknotts@pr,state.az.us <rknotts@pr.state.az.us>; atafoya@cybertrails.com 
<atafoya@cybertrails.com>; tlister@fs.fed.us <t!ister@fs.fed.us>; Mark_Lavv@nps.gov <Mark_Law@nps.gov>; 
steve_luckesen@nps.gov <steve_luckesen@nps.gov>; revans@pr.state.az.us <revans@pr.state.az.us>; 
tim.sonier@co,mohave.az.us<tim.sonier@co.mohavc.az.us>; Chris_Pergiel@nps.gov <Chris_Pergiel@nps.gov>; 
randy.johnson@co.mohave.az.us<randy.johnson@co.mohave.az.us>; bpendley@pr.state.az.us 
<bpendley@pr.state.az.us>; Rick_Bennett@nps.gov <Rick_Bennett@nps.gov>; ron.voss@co.yuma.az.us 
<ron.voss@co.yuma.az.us>; Kerry_Haut@nps.gov <Kerry_Haut@nps.gov>; dirk_murphy@nps.gov 
<dirk_murphy@nps.gov>; mark_pita@nps.gov <mark_pita@nps.gov>; cdigerolamo@bullheadschools.com 
<cdigerolamo@bullheadschools.com>; randd@redrivernetcom <randd@redrivemet.com>; 
PNewman@dll.uscg.mtl <PNewman@dl l.uscg.mil>; SlomaR@ci.Iake-havasu-city.az.us 
<SlomaR@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us>; bmaddo.\@sbcsd.org<bmaddox@sbcsd.org>; cbrooks@pr.state.az.us 
<cbrooks@pr.state.az.us>; baxlund@coconino.az.gov <baxlund@coconino.az.gov> 
CC: Ray Tsuneyoshi; Ed Huntsman <EHuntsman@azgfd.gov>; Fred Messman <fmessman@ndow.orB>; Cindy 
Wall <CWall@azgfd.gov>; Joe Sacco <JSacco@azgfd.gov> 
Sent: Mon Jun 12 08:49:44 2006 
Subject: FW; Kite Tubes 

FYI - There's a new water "toy" out there and many of have already had to pick up the pieces, so a few of you 
already know that we've already input one Arizona boat accident report on these "tube kites" unfortunatley I 
expect more. 

Kevin 

Original Message—-
From: Robert Baron [mailto:erfpmdl@cox.netT 
Sent: Fri 6/9/2006 10:47 PM 
To: Kevin Bergersen; Howard Munding 
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

I wonder ifyou have seen any injuries from this device on Phoenix area lakes? Watch out for them. They can 
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•be very traumatic, 

Bob Baron 

From: Luckesen rmailto:Luckescn(a),hughes.net] 
Sent: Friday, June 09,2006 8:59 AM 
To: Kiko Augusto Villalon; Dr. Robert Baron; Richard Blackman; Bill Furbee; Jennifer Killeen; erny kuncl; 

Jim Leach; Fred Messmann; Joe and Nancy; Rngrram@aol.com; Todd Schwede; Ted Woolley 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

In the past three weeks we have had to Airvac four serious injured people from Lake Powell that were engaged 
in a new water activity called Kite Tubing. This activity involves a large round inflated tube that is towed behind a 
boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air to a height of 15 to 60 feet. Controlling 
a kite tube is extremely challenging and the slightest upset in its balance cause the tub to dive down into the water at 
a high rate of speed. The individual on these tubes impacted the water at both the forward tow speed ofthe vessel 
and then al the downward accelerated speed, which can be as high as 70 MPH. As a medic I have responded to three 
of these calls in a one week period and my Kite Tubing patients all had to be Airvac to Level I Trauma Centers. A 
29-year-old male who suffered a broken neck (double Fx of C-2) and a 26-year-old male with a hemopneumothorax 
produced by broken ribs. My third patient a i4,-year old female suffered a whiplash injury and was released from 
the hosipital. Several weeks' earlier another Medic had a similar case at Lake Powell involving a young man with a 
severely punctured lung. Several local hospitals have reported recently seeing Kite Tube patients with simular 
injuries from people that have self transported to their facilities. Taking with other water enforcement agencies they 
are seeing Kite Tubing injuries and I have heard ofone fatality in Texas. This death was due to a transected aortic 
commonly seen in deceleration auto and airplane type accidents. Interviews with friends and family members of 
patients have shown a disturbing trend with this use. In all cases at Glen Canyon NRA, multiple minor Kite Tubing 
injuries occurred with other members ofthe boating party prior to the incidents that required advanced life support. 
All victims slated they were using the kite tubes as directed when they suddenly lifted to dangerous heights, became 
wistable, and plunged up side down into the water. Friends ofthe victims that did not immediately report their 
injuries advised that they had coughing up blood, had tom muscles, whiplash type injuries and broken ribs. 

Go to the following Intemet link and then click on the video section in the upper right hand comer. These clip 
show graphically what can happen with these devices. 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16192(S),kutv.davport.com < 
http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=l 6192@kutv.davport.com> 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id= 16155@kutv.dayport.coiTi < 
http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=l 6155@kutv,davport.com> 

htfp://www.break.com/index/tubingtakeoffhtml 

Glen Canyon is considering banding these device from boating activities on Lake Powell and Dr. Baron has 
also taken an active role in banding these devices. 

Steve 

mailto:Luckescn(a),hughes.net
mailto:Rngrram@aol.com
http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16192(S),kutv.davport.com
http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=l
mailto:6192@kutv.davport.com
http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=
http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=l
http://www.break.com/index/tubingtakeoffhtml
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Photo #1: Product as seen on manufacturer's website 
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Contact List: 

operator) 

Mark Law, Law Enforcement Specialist 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department ofthe Interior 
P.O. Box 1507 
Page, AZ 86040 
(928) 608-6252—P 
(928) 608-6259—F 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 

Sportsstuff, Inc. (product manufacmrer—Wego) 
1-888-814-8833-P 
www.sportsstuffcom 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 
CPSC Investigator made contact, not respondent 

Diversified Marine Products (product distributor—Wego) 
1-800-777-0141—P 
www.dmpmarine.com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 
CPSC Investigator made contact, not respondent 

Vina Ramus, Parts and Accessories Manager 
Marine Max (product retailer—Wego) 
1363 Embarcadero 
Oakland, CA 94606 
(510)535-6161—P 
(510)535-1787—F 
WAVw.marinemax.com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 
CPSC Investigator made contact, not respondent 

http://www.sportsstuffcom
http://www.dmpmarine.com
http://WAVw.marinemax.com
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Larry Meddock, Executive Director 
Water Sports Industry Association 
P.O. Box 568512 
Orlando, FL 32856-8512 
(407)251-9039—W 
(407) 620-7992—C 
wsiaheadquarters@earthlink.net 
Date of Contact: June 29, 2006 

mailto:wsiaheadquarters@earthlink.net
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The following information was obtained through a telephone interview with the victim 
who is also the consumer ofthe product. Additional infonnation was obtained through, 
intemet research, discussions with related officials and official reports. The investigation 
was generated by a report submitted by local officials. The involved product is a circular 
tube kite. There were two separate, but related incidents involving the same product 
during a four-day period, though only one incident resulted in medical treatment. 

The victim is a 34 year-old male who stands six feet tall and weighs approximately 
1851bs. The victim has extensive boating and water recreattonal experience. The victim 
has owned a boat since 1998 and has participated in water skiing, jet skhng, and 
wakeboarding for at least 15 years. The vicfim has one previous incident wherein he 
sustained an injury while participating in a water recreational acfivity. In 2003, the victim 
was wakeboarding and fell into the water, breaking two ribs. The victim attributed the 
incident to his attempt to attain a higher elevation while wakeboarding. Though the 
vicfim's wife (hereafter, "wife") was the boat operator during this incident, and only had 
a limited amount of experience towing the victim (less than one year), the victim reported 
that he was solely responsible for failing to conttol the wakeboard. The vicfim stated that 
he fully recovered from the incident and his injuries and continued participating in water 
recreational activities. 

Shortly after watching the instmction video (demo) on the manufacturer's website, the 
victim purchased the product through an online distributor/retailer approximately 2-3 
weeks prior to the incident. The victim had no prior experience with the product before 
embarking on the four-day trip. No other participant was known to have any experience 
with the product. The product remained in the original packaging until the beginning of 
the trip (i.e., four days prior to the incident). The victim, his wife, female friend, and 
brother and sister-in-law all watched the instmctional video (DVD) that accompanied the 
product prior to its use. The victim reported that he did not thoroughly read the owner's 
manual that accompanied the product prior to using the product, but only "scanned" it, 
and relied heavily on the instmctional video for instmcfion and guidance. 

The participants on the four-day trip included the victim, his 27 year-old wife, his mother 
and father-in-law (both reportedly in their late 40's), his 25 year-old brother-in-law, his 
24 year-old sister-in-law, and a 21 year-old female friend. The boat used for towing the 
product during riding was a 1998, 27-foot, 300 horsepower inboard/outboard motorboat. 
The victim reported that he has had no recent mechanical problems with the boat. The 
first use ofthe product occurred three days prior to the victim's incident. The three-
segmented tow rope, which was part ofthe product, was attached to the product and boat 
by the vicfim, and the tow rope remained at its greatest length of 65 feet during the enfire 
four-day trip. The victim incurred no difficulty in tethering the tow rope to either the boat 
or the product. The victim reported that the tow rope remained tethered to the product 
during the entire trip, and was only periodically detached from the motorboat. The victim 
inflated the product according to the instmcfional video's direction (i.e., "unfil very 
firm"). 

On the first day of product use the weather was pleasant and clear with only a slight 
breeze. Although there were other water vessels in the area, the vicfim's party never had 
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to alter their direction or course while boating/riding the product. All product riders wore 
bathing suits and a life vest. No participant wore a helmet, though the vicfim usually 
wears a helmet while water skiing. The victim and the other riders decided that the form 
of communicafion the rider would use to indicate to the spotter or boat operator to slow 
down or stop the boat, would be to raise his/her hand high. This was decided as the 
participants agreed that the usual visual sign of dragging the hand across one's throat to 
signify slow down or stop may not be visible to the spotter or boat operator. The vicfim 
also subsequently leamed that any communication via the clear plastic window located 
near the front of the product was not be possible as the plastic consistently became 
fogged up almost immediately upon riding. 

The victim was the first individual to attempt to ride the product and incurred no 
incidents during his ride. The vicfim's father-in-law acted as the "spotter" during the 
victim's first ride. The victim's wife was the boat operator during the victim's ride and 
reported no difficulty. On this day, the victim rode the product on two separate occasions. 
However, the vicfim was unable to attain elevation at any time while riding the product 
and became tired from attempting to "lift" the product's nose out ofthe water (i.e., attain 
"flight").Thus, the victim made no further attempts to ride the product until two days 
later. 

The second individual to ride the product was the victim's 21 year-old female friend 
(hereafter, "fiiend") who stood at 5'2 and weighed approximately lOOlbs. The victim was 
the boat operator during the friend's ride. It is unknown who acted as the "spotter" while 
the friend was riding the product. The victim stated that the boat never traveled over 
30mph during his friend's ride. The friend was riding the product for approximately 5-10 
minutes and attained elevation no higher than 10 feet while on the product. During a 10-
20 second period when the product and rider were airbome approximately 5 feet, the 
product began to rotate approximately 45 degrees (i.e., the product remained on its 
current axis and rotated much like a clock). When the victim, who was the current boat 
operator, observed the friend having difficulty controlling the product, he gradually 
reduced the boat's speed to enable the friend to safely land the product onto the water. 
The victim estimated that the boat was traveling approximately 15-20 mph when the 
product made contact with the water. However, when the side ofthe product made 
contact with the water (it is unknown which side), the friend was "ejected" from the 
product and "skipped across the water". The friend sustained no injuries and the product 
was not damaged. The victim cannot recall if the friend rode the product on a subsequent 
occasion during the four-day ttip. 

Between when the friend's incident occurred and when the victim experienced his 
incident two days later, the other participants (i.e., wife, sister and brother-in-law) used 
the product without incident. The victim reported that the other participants also 
remarked on the product rotating while elevated above the water, thus making the product 
difficult to control, and that brother-in-law also had difficulty in attaining product 
elevation. The vicfim concluded that the males maintained a heavier weight, which was 
preventing the product from attaining elevation; therefore, on May 20, 2006, at some 
point during the day (two days prior to the vicfim's incident), the victim decided that the 
product needed more air and inflated the product on a second occasion. The victim did 
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not report how much additional air was placed into the product, or if the product actually 
incurred a reducfion in air during the first two days of riding. No other information 
regarding the other participant's riding experiences was obtained, except that no incidents 
were noted and no injuries were sustained. 

The victim's incident occurred on May 22, 2006 at approximately 1:00pm. The report 
from local officials (Exhibit C) lists the weather as "cloudy" and categorized the visibility 
as "fair" while the winds were listed as "strong" (i.e., between 15-25mph) and the water 
condition was termed, "rough", indicating that the waves were between 2 and 6 feet. The 
vicfim concurred that the wind had increased over the two previous days. The wife was 
the boat operator during the vicfim's ride and had over three years of experience of 
towing the victim (her husband) during water recreational acfivities. During the victim's 
ride the boat was moving against (into) the wind. The father-in-law again acted as the 
"spotter" during the victim's ride while the mother-in-law was the "flag person" (i.e., the 
individual who is responsible for raising the flag to alert other boaters to a person adrift in 
the water). 

On the day ofthe incident, the vicfim rode the product only on one occasion, and for a 
total of 1-2 minutes. The boat was traveling at approximately 30mph during the vicfim's 
ride. The victim made several attempts to attain elevation ("lift") by "bunny hopping" 
while in the product (i.e., the vicfim, while holding onto the handle system, would jump 
slightly while lifting the product's nose out ofthe water). On two attempts the victim was 
able to attain an elevation between 3-10 feet and maintain elevation for 3-5 seconds. On 
each attempt, the victim could only gain elevation through "bunny hopping" the product. 

On the last (third) attempt, the victim was able to attain an elevation of approximately 10 
feet and maintain that height for 5-10 seconds. While at that elevation, a sudden wind 
came from the front and undemeath ofthe product and lifted the product and victim into 
the air approximately 40 feet. During ascension, the victim became extremely concemed 
and kept his body still. The victim reported that after the sudden wind gust that it took 
only a few seconds before he reached the peak elevation of 40 feet. The victim reported 
that he could not communicate with the "spotter" or boat operator of his concem and 
desire to reduce his height. The victim and product remained 40 feet above the water for 
approximately 5 seconds before the product unexpectedly began to tilt/tip drastically to 
the left approximately 45 degrees. The victim reported that the boat did gradually slow 
down, but cannot recall if the boat slowed down before the product began to tilt or after. 
As the product tilted to its left, it lost all "lift", and the victim and product began to fall 
towards the water. As the product descended towards the water the victim prepared 
himself for a "hard landing" and let go ofthe handle system crossed his arms across his 
chest when the product was approximately 5 feet above the water. The victim was 
cognizant ofthe fact that he was not going to land while in the product, but would land 
directly in the water due to the drastic tilting ofthe product. 

The vicfim landed in the water on his left side, and immediately had the "wind knocked 
out of him". The boat immediately tumed around and the brother-in-law assisted the 
victim into the boat as the victim was unable to use his left arm. The victim and others 
retumed to the houseboat and the victim tried to lie down and rest, but had difficulty 
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breathing as he left side was causing him significant discomfort. The victim remained on 
the couch for 5-10 minutes, but decided to get up and walk around. Once the vicfim 
began walking around, he began to cough up a small amount of blood and became 
concemed. His mother-in-law, who is a nurse, suggested he seek medical treatment and 
drove the victim to a nearby local clinic for emergency medical treatment. After receiving 
an evaluation, the medics arranged for the victim to be transported by air ambulance to a 
nearby hospital. The victim received further evaluations, which revealed that he sustained 
one broken rib on his left side. All subsequent testing was negative for any other injuries. 
The victim reports that although he has made significant progress in his recovery, he still 
has soreness in his left side. 

The victim reported that he adamantly believes that the product is unsafe for various 
reasons. The victim reported that all participants that rode the product noted that the 
product rotated while in the air, which made it very difficult to conttol. The victim also 
stated that communication between the rider and the "spotter" and/or boat operator is 
exttemely difficult, and is exacerbated by the fogging ofthe plastic window that is on the 
bottom of the product and is assumed to facilitate communication. The victim's wife 
made numerous phone calls to the manufacturer explaining the incident and the perceived 
hazardous nature ofthe product and requested a full refund. However, the manufacmrer 
initially offered to only exchange the product. After a total of at least six phone calls to 
the manufacturer and retailer, the vicfim was finally granted a refund in June 2006. 

The manufacturer intimated to the victim that a shipping document will be mailed to him 
regarding the retum ofthe product, but the victim has not yet received the necessary 
shipping paperwork and maintains custody ofthe incident product. The vicfim reported 
that the product did not sustain any damage during the incident. The victim does not 
intend to ride the product again and has been contacted by an attomey who is 
spearheading a class-action lawsuit against the manufacmrer (the attomey currently 
represents the family of an individual who was killed while riding the product). 

Intemet research revealed correspondence among consumers and operators ofthe product 
on various websites. A June 21, 2006 response (i.e., blog) was written (i.e., posted) to 
concemed consumers ofthe product by a manufacturer's spokesperson (Exhibit I), which 
stated that the manufacmrer "follows the guidelines set forth by the Water Sports 
Industry Associafion" (paragraph 7 of Exhibit I). A phone call was placed to the 
executive director ofthe Water Sports Industry Associafion (WSIA) regarding any 
possible promulgation of standards or endorsement ofthe product. The director stated 
that while the WSIA wamings are intended as guidance for manufacturers of water-
related products, the product manufacmrer made no prior attempts to seek confirmation 
with WSIA regarding the product or any tow rope standards: The director stated that 
regarding tube kites, the WSIA has never "crafted any language" as related to mbe kites 
or endorsed the product in anyway. Furthermore, the director stated that the mbe rope 
standards and wamings promulgated by WSIA are not intended for tube kites tow ropes 
as pertinent factors, such as tensile sttength and capacity may differ between regular 
(inner) tubes and tube kites. The tube and tow rope wamings and standards promulgated 
by WSIA have been attached as a reference (Exhibits F & G). No attempt was made to 
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contact the spokesperson for the manufacturer regarding the aforementioned statement as 
to WSIA guidelines. 

On June 15, 2006, and after responding to numerous incidents involving serious injuries, 
the local officials ofthe recreational area implemented a ban all on mbe kiting. This 
restriction was generated from the numerous incidents occurring in the recreational area 
and subsequent interviews with related parties and various agencies (see Exhibit H for 
restriction proposal and related correspondence). The law enforcement specialist also 
stated that the park rangers have generated approximately 10 additional reports regarding 
contact with individuals subsequently preparing to participate in tube kiting. All 
individuals were alerted to the newly imposed ban, and no additional reports of injuries 
were noted. In addition, after watching the product's instmctional video (DVD) on 
numerous occasions, the law enforcement specialist at the recreational park/area 
determined that the video narrator discloses that the boat operator (and rider) should go 
only between 10-20mph, but the video consistently shows boat operators going between 
30-40mph, enabling the rider to obtain flight. 

On June 16, 2006, a local retailer stocking an exemplar product was visited. Exemplar 
photographs ofthe packaging were taken and are included as Exhibit A. 

Product Identification: 

The product is a Wego kite tube''"'^, and is a 120inch (10 foot) inflatable, circular tube 
kite that is designed for a single rider, and to be towed behind a boat via tow rope and 
achieve flight when a certain boat speed is attained. The model number for the product as 
listed on the manufacturer's website and exemplar packaging is: 53-5000. The product 
indicates that a patent is pending and that it is made in China. The manufacmrer is: 

SportsStuff, Inc. 
11213 E. Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(402)592-9085—? 
(402) 592-1354—F 
www.sportsstuff.com 

The suggested retail price as listed on the manufacturer's website is $599.95; however, 
the price paid by the consumer was $399.00 and $50.00 for shipping. The product is 
largely yellow in color with wide black diagonal accent striping and a sectional red 
border with various product labeling and idenfification, which includes various skull 
graphics. The product maintains an "840D" nylon covering and panoramic, see-through 
double plastic windows that are located near the front ofthe product. Near the rear ofthe 
product is a parallel slotting system cockpit for the rider. A handle system is located 
undemeath the nylon covering and is accessible via eight different circular slots that offer 
the rider eight different "non-slip" handle positions. The product is also equipped with a 
three-segmented tow rope that is adjustable to lengths of 45, 55, and 65 feet. The front of 
the product maintains a molded, aluminum connector for attachment to the tow rope. 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
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The product was obtained through an online purchase with "Online Marine" (1-888-933-
2628) (www.onlinemarine.com). 

Various wamings are located on the product's packaging (exemplar), and include a 
lengthy "Release of Liability" waming (Exhibit A, photo 8), which iterates that by 
assembling and inflafing the product the consumer has implicitly agreed to have read and 
understands the owner's manual and releases the manufacturer of any responsibility as 
related to damage, loss, or injury. The exemplar packaging also retains wamings 
disclosing that the product is "Not A Lifesaving Device"... "Never Leave Children 
Unattended"... "Use Only Under Competent Supervision" (Exhibit A, photo 7). 
Although the website shows the product with the waming, "NEVER KITE HIGHER 
THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO FALL" (Exhibit J), the exemplar packaging does not 
reveal such a waming on the product. However, the exemplar packaging also reads that 
"Designs Feamred In Photography Subject To Variations" (Exhibit A, photo 7). Although 
two additional waming can be observed on either side ofthe product's parallel slotting 
system, neither one is legible as observed as a photograph on the exemplar packaging or 
website. 

Other relevant wording found on the exemplar packaging (Exhibit A, photo 10) includes, 
"Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird! Experience the 
thrill of flight as you rise above the water reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing 
but adrenaline in your wake!" (Emphasis added). Instmctional wording observed on the 
exemplar unit (Exhibit A, photo 12) includes, "Beginners will benefit greafiy by 
following the direcfions explained in the included instmctional DVD and owner's 
manual.. .With a good amount of practice, you'll be able to hover slightly above the 
water's surface for minutes at a time!" (Emphasis added). 

No incident or exemplar sample was collected. Photographs ofthe incident product have 
been requested and are pending. 

http://www.onlinemarine.com
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Exhibits: 

A. CPSC Photographs of Exemplar Packaging (10 pages) 
1. Front view of exemplar product packaging 
2. Manufacturer contact information—as viewed on top of exemplar 

packaging 
3. Exemplar product's model number and UPC 
4. UPC and retailer price of exemplar product 
5. Top view of exemplar product packaging 
6. Product's features—as listed on exemplar product's top (packaging) 
7. Guarantee and waming of top of exemplar product's packaging 
8. Waming label on exemplar product's top (packaging) 
9. Product information—labeling on front of exemplar product 
10. Wording on front of packaging of exemplar product 
11. Bottom view of packaging on exemplar product 
12. Riding instmctions on exemplar product (packaging—bottom) 
13. Side view of exemplar product 
14. Product's features—as listed on exemplar product's packaging (side) 

B. Notice of Inspection to Retailer (1 page) 
C. Local Official Incident Report (5 pages) 
D. Owner's Manual for Product (11 pages) 
E. Owner's Manual for Tow Rope (7 pages) 
F. Water Sports Industry Associafion (WSIA) waming manual (13 pages) 
G. Photos of WSIA waming labels—tow ropes and tabes (1 page) 
H. Local Recreattonal Officials Final Draft Regarding Product Ban and Related 

Correspondence (70 pages) 
I. Intemet Written Response (i.e., "blog") by Manufacturer Spokesman (1 page) 
J. Photo of Product as Seen on Manufacturer's Website—July 5, 2006 (1 page) 



Photographs of Wego Kite Tube-Exemplar Product 
Exhibit A 060614HCC3604 
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PhOto# 1: Front view of exemplar product packaging ' 
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Photo #2: Manufactarer contact informafion-as viewed on top of exemplar packaging 



06061 

l ^ ^ l ® f OFT. ICITE TUBE 

M(&fiel # S3-SOOO 

' ' • f ^ 

^ . ' 

ii i ' 

! : • ! 

i t 

tit 

iiHt; iH-. 

Photo #3: Exemplar product's model number and UPC. 
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Photo #4: UPC and retailer price of exemplar product 
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Photo #5: Top view of exemplar product packaging 

120 inch inflated diameter {10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration 
840D full body nylon doubie skin cover with PU coating ' 
Computerized double stitched sewing 
Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 
Mitltipie mesh drain ports, baMacked 
TWo heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit 
Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for. 
quick tow rope connection 
Speed safety, valves for fast easy inflation/deflation 
Parallel slotting system with.non-siip footsteps and neoprene padiling 
for comfortable foot, knee, and leg iise 
8 padded non-slip handles with knuckle guard . 
Heavy-duty.starting leash with easy grip sponge balls. 
Reflective Safety piping on all handles and on the,outside top taping 
Variable loops for use of detachabie leash 
PanoramicseethroughdoublB'Windows ' '' .7. 
Segmented tow rop^ is included adjustable length styie 
.45/55/55 foot lengths , ,: . 
High.visibility, billboard style red and yellow watersports sailety colors 
with checkerboard and caution accent striping 

Photo #6: Product's features—as listed on exemplar product's top (packaging) 



0606141 ic'esMî ^-'̂ ^-'''̂ ^- Sportsstufl. Inc. {Wftiggnts, to the original purchaser 
only, that their high performance products when used for normal 
recreational purposes are free from defects In material and 
workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from date ofrpurchase.. • 
FOR PROMPT PARTS REPLACEMENT, CONTACT SPbRTSSTUFF* 
DIRECTLY AT 888.814.8833. REPLACEMENT PARTSARE.ShJIPPED .. 
WITHIN 48 HOURS OF NOTIFICATION MONDAY tHRbuGfi''^FRID'AY. •-

i ^ V • t^--
DO NOT RETURN IT TO YOUR DEALER. 

A7TSW780W: . ^ _̂  _ .̂̂ ., 
Read a l l 'warn ings ahd«mstructJonsspro.yic|e^d^ 
product pr ior to use. DO NOT DISCAROr * ' '^ 
Designs fea tu red in Pho tdgrap fhy 'sub j^^^Mo^ar i i f t i p j ^^ 

.WARNING: Not a Lifesavrrig''De\/i?e!^'""''?i 
Never Leave Children Unattended. ^ 
Use Only Under Gompetent'Supervision? 

Photo #7: Guarantee and waming of top of exemplar product's packaging 
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KITE TUBE USER 
Relfeas^ of yability: 

By^ssanbllng and inflatit^bthe ¥7m TCbe- yoiiagr^e 
•that you^have rm^ .ao^'iiioaenstana the entire "" '''••. 
SportsstuffSpuo^uctmanual^ includin^.ai;if^strtictions 
':ai>cl wa-mings'e€intaini'ad1n that n>aferial>rior td usmg 
• tlM^Ktte:T\il»i''\'au addiferialls^.tagr^e that\^u.w||:renstim 
a'nyacJdltlOf^a! dr,sul3^uejm-yser^.6f :th@-'Rite Tube'-wllI 
read .afftl-undenstand'-me'-entim ov\Tier*s-.nmnuaL-:.K?tsyse. 
:or inipn&pec-.iase of the.'̂ KitWTuBe :cd,uld'msy,li'in '̂irlslvs, 
daiigers'tafKi hazards,whidh rriay r©sutt1n serious-injury 
or-id©amc ,Tfe-osls#id dat>g^^-ifct-ma^f be^eJiooiinfeiBd 
thim^j-tt^in^iprnpa-^wse 0! th@ Kite Tubs, carilbe avoided' 
fe^ -iBadlritg. an'd.foltoVylo9:the-\y3'mir>g .gu1d;elifes-:|lstid--
wrtfjin frm mv'nef'S manuai;>ar)td' by proper .use" of the Kite 
Tu,tei VmF.,ass«m,bl̂ .ariduUS@,of !h1s•pte3lictsHyl^l»B'•"'' 
ev4denG€of,y0ar;agrTOm-e^htaothrfyltest.ei«^r ' ~ 
p^ i i t t e^ bitew.:to;p.it>ped>^ folf6w:the'lhstmctidris,-cLr>d.-
alSde b f t t e % i m i i ^ s€ , forth''within-'tie p^fbduct"', 
msrsual-YoBras^smblS' aî d use o-f the Kite-Tube'.shall: 
aisp'-c^T^^ty^'a •rel^se.,t?5''the ixteot permittW By law, 
by.>«j;and -by ariy ^Irel dait>vpermitted by ypu-to tase, 
3n,.sr»yti^shh^. teKSfeTdbe,tb^Sp©rt^'fef!--.fr6m'aiiy. '' 
'• r̂\6 'Sli/riabit^? fer m^ loss, dshiaoe. ihlLrry ,and/6f 
eK|:»m^-that-yoyormrif 'ti^r of tHcMe-To'be"may .differ' • 

• ^ . a re^^lt t>tm ,̂xiS&At the KifB Tiifee, Wis mlea^' shall' 
.extend .feany_Jp®s,.d3fTi,^e; in|iiry'.Dr-expe^se''o%e'tO' 
•ahy caqse mfiatsx^vir, includir^Q.'neptigerice or iSmaich 
©f •pDntt^t.'pn..th^ .pa!t"©f ;Sp6rtsstljfi"-aFid/Dr. m%i' 
•rarttcipatii^In the design ariii^brmar^tifectureJofthe' 
•Kite Ty'fe. 11>e te#ms:pf ^ I s -r^.ease shall -be'-effebtrve 
ar^ 'bira&ig'iapisrfyDu, ySiar heirs; riextiif.-.ktri",,-ex îitors,* 
adiTiii^islratPis, .assigns ahd i^presentatwes: .y&m: '' 
•.^semi% ̂ d use'.prp'e "^e Tdbe'-^hall conslMite your 
agtBement tP'-ssajme -and apDeptariy'prall knpuTi.pr 
'uhkrt©wh;ri^^ pf in|ary'td.'TOii aBd^6rr,fe'thlf '̂''p3T^ 
thnS-yghitbe/.i^e pf ^^"iKiteTut^, ^po.-tsstuff .and-ralated ' 
paitfss ;hm'%:',iac»t jnade atld'het^byv^expressly -desy,-aRy • 

-•oral 'c»r-w;̂ ên rBprnsantstion ahd,-or warranty, incliidlhg 
^wanan^ for a, cejtiipijlar purpose, other ^ihaeiwhatfe-set 
fD!t'hhBj^in.mdar»'S^B=.Sports^tij!f's fClta'Tdbe manual ' 
iVpadS^fa? •'^,iSxim^kJn-^ {re,,-'2:*tS--, 

Photo #8: Waming label on exemplar product's top (packaging) 
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Photo #9: Product information—labeling on front of exemplar product 
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Photo #10: Wording on front of packaging of exemplar product 
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Photo #11: Bottom view of packaging on exemplar product 
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The Kite Tube is ridden aniike any other towabie on the market. In order to kite above tl,e water for sustained amounts otinre, 
a certain amount olpractice is required. Beginners will benefit greatly by. following the dire.ctions explained m tbe inctude. 
insttyctionalDVD and owner's manual. To Kite, you begin by pulling the front of tbe tube up.witb the included s-arting leash, 
Qncep:reacbplaningspeed,youcanpullthefrontoftbeKiteTubenp.evenn,ore,toa45degreean8le.soonlyte^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

ot the tube is touching the water, once in this position, you hop slightly while holding on to the tube. 8y hopping, h K r ^ M e 

wiil.becon,elipandtbe:rearafthetube.willlea.ethept8rand|o«rraniexperienc^ 
p „1 l be ableloboverslightlv above tbewater's surface forn,inutes;atatinienh.siS:On!ya.br,ele»pte^ 

,.,.. tubs is.fid&n.. Be sure to read all instructioris and warnings prior to riding. Experience safe Kiting! 

Photo #12: Riding instmctions on exemplar product (packaging-bottom) 
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Photo #13: Side view of exemplar product 
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UJl. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

NOTJCE OF INSPECTION 
1.DATE. 

<7>liAoG 
T r i M l 

JKM. u k P.M. 

3. FROM (Area Officsand Addrsst) um (Area uiricsana Aoorsst) \ 

C/>5c- CF(W Cb) 

A. NAME AND TITLE OFymOIVtOUAL 

^c\ tiiJS. A a.rp^ /tc ' \ < y \ ^ <A i ^ / " 

^ 8. FIRM NAM 

4. TO M (xrf/j-e î <xx 
C. NUMBER ANO STREET ADDRESS 

D. crrr, STATE AND ZIP CODE 

OMciA, cA '̂ ^^oCi 
Notice of Inspection is hereby given pursuant to: 

• Flammable Fabrics Act (15 U.S.C. 1191 er5e<7.); 

• Federal Trade Commission Act (IS U.S.C. 41 ersecf.); 

• Sections 16, 19 ahd 27 ofthe Consumer Product Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2065, 2068 and 2076) 

• Section 704(a) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 374(a)) [Authority for inspections 
in connection with the Poison Prevention Packaging Act of 1970 (15 U.S.C. 1471 et seq.)] and/or 

• Section 11(b) of the Federal Hazardous Substances Act as Amended (15 U.S.C. 1270(b)). 

Refer to the back of ttiis form for a discussion of inspectional authority and for pertinent statutory language. 

3. PURPOSES OF INSPECTION AND NATURE OF INFORMATION TO BE OBTAINED AND/OR COPIED. 

The purpose of this inspection is to obtain information; to review and obtain copies of items including but not 
limited to records, reports, books, documents; and labeling; and to obtain samples, in order to enforce or de
termine compliance with the Acts administered by the Consumer Product Safety Conunission. 

6. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS 

Those from whom information is requested should state whether any of the information subinitted is believed 
to contain or relate to a trade secret or other matter which should be considered by the Commission to be 
confidential and whether any of the information is believed to be entitled to exemption from disclosure by the 
/ i n . n . . ^ i ^ S n n itw\A,^r t h » nmiXcirvni n f t h a P r n M ^ n m n f I n f n r m Q t i n n Af t / \ t II <\ P '>'%'̂ N AnV litxtPimf^nT a.«U>rf Ino 



hn-n-am n-.ism fcm-am CMmn XEROX mm 

I60614HCC3604 

mmm^ T-SZS f.oos/oat f-oss 

Boating Ascldeiit Eep'rf ^^ 
Gl«B CanyoB Naiiuaal RirfmsatiQn Area 

f O Box IS07. Pi,gc. Arizona 86040 ^ ^ ^r''^ 
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Exhibit C j-anm }u-34iiffl lagil 
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At approxifflStCl> 1318 hours a CaXcme Irvine, (P-1 j self iraisspondi a Gregory Irvine age 34. (P-2i lo ibe 
Bull&og Medica! CUnic. P-l was the opwaior of ihc moioiboat which was lowing P-2 on a kiie tube on Uke 
Powell «ixact iDcaiiQii uoc kcown. P-l siaiai itei Aie kite Itibe hi4 flipped due to the wind Ouu^ing P-2 mto 
the W'atw. P-2 u-as assessed at the Bullfrog Medical Clinic and medical persons! dewrmined ibai P-2 tiad 
susiauncd a posstWe iwmial i»jujy ?-2 was life flighted torn tte Boilfrog Medical Clioic to CastJevicw 
hospital ia Price, Utah. 
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WEGO KITE TUBE OWNER'S MANUAL 
Impor tant in format ion is enc losed in th is manual . Please read these mater ials 

pr ior t o assembl ing and using th is product . Keep for future reference. 

For quest ions on assembly, parts or warranty, contac t the experts at 
Sportsstuff . DO NOT RETURN this p roduc t to the store! 

Contact us TOLL FREE: 888-814-8833 (USA) (8am-5pm, CST Monday-Fr iday) 

Congratulations on your new towabie purchase! Sportsstuff prides itself in making the 
most innovative inflatable prrsducts on the planet. Your high performance towable is 
designed to provide an exciting and unique riding experience for the whole family. 

AWARNING A 
A RELEASE OF LIABILITY A 

By assembling and inflating the Kite Tube, you agree that you have read 
and understand the entire Sportsstuff's product manual, including all 
instructions and warnings contained in that material prior to using the 
Kite Tube. You additionally agree that you will ensure any additional or 
subsequent users of the Kite Tube will read and understand the entire 
owner's manual. Misuse or improper use of the Kite Tube could result in 
risks, dangers and hazards which may result in serious injury or'death. 
The risks and dangers that may be encountered through the improper 
use of the Kite Tube can be avoided by reading and following the warning 
guidelines listed within the owner's manual and by proper use of the Kite 
Tube. Your assembly and use of this product shall tie evidence of your 
agreement, to the fullest extent permitted by law, to properly follow the 
instructions and abide by the warnings set forth within the product manual. 
Your assembly'and use of the Kite Tube shall also constitute a release, to 
the extent permitted by law, by you and by any third party permitted by 
you to use, In any manner, the Kite Tube, to Sportsstuff from any and all 
liability for any loss, damage, injury and/or expense that you or any user 
of the Kite Tube may suffer as a result of the use of the Kite Tube. This 
release shall extend to any loss, damage, injury or expense due to any 
cause whatsoever, including negligence or tjreach of contract on the part 
of Sportsstuff and/or any party participating In the design and/or manufac
ture of the Kite Tube. The terms of this release shall be effective and 
binding upon you, your heirs, next of kin, executors, administrators, 
assigns and representatives. Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube 
shall constitute your agreement to assume and accept any or atl known 
or unknown risks of injury to you and/or to third parties through the use 
of the Kite Tube. Sportsstuff and related parties have not made and here
by expressly deny any oral or written representation and/or warranty, 
including warranty for a particular purpose, other than what is set forth 
herein and in the Sportsstuff's Kite Tube manual. 

/ / 



0606014HCC3604 

WegoKiteTubeManual2006.qxd 1 1 / 1 0 / 0 5 6̂  

A KITE TUBE DESCRIPTION i 

Away Wego! "Kite Tubing", the mystery of flying, becomes a reality. The 
Kite Tube creates an air pocket on the under carriage bottom that 
enables lift via ground effect and the aerodynamic shape. Be prepared to 
reach new heights! Spend the summer gaining experience riding the Kite 
Tube. The Kite Tube is designed to glide, soar, and fly. You can use it like 
a regular deck tube in the whips, figure eights, and circles. It "kites" the 
best in a straight boat pattern into the wind and will rise out of the water 
slowly or quickly based on the rider weight, wind and boat speed. Expect 
the unexpected! The basic idea behind the Kite Tube is simple; The Kite 
rider kneels or stands on the tube that is tethered to the tow boat. As the 
boat moves forward into the wind, the Kite and the rider rise up from the 
water's surface to perform a water ballet ih the air with the rider balanc
ing on top. Kite Tubing Is not as dangerous as some extreme sports, 
however It can be more dangerous than regular tubing with the added 
dimension of height. In Kite Tubing, safety has to be taken seriously. 
EVERYONE is a beginner, regardless of previous experience. Read all 
instruction and warnings before using the Kite Tube. Start slow and begin 
by using the 45 foot section of the included tow rope. 

AKITE TUBE SPECIFICATIONS, 

/ / 

• 120 inch inflated diameter(10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration. 
• 840D nylon double cover with pu coating( full body cover). 
• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy 
tow rope connection. 
• Computerized double-stitched sewing. 
• Multiple mesh bar-tacked drain ports. 
• Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment. 
• Parallel slotting system with footsteps and neoprene padding for comfort. 
• Reflective piping on all handles and on the outside top taping. 
• Various loops for use of detachable leash(s). 
• Panoramic see-through double windows. 
• High visibility red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard 
and caution accent striping. 
• Easily seen bold, btllboard-styte graphics. 
• Skull graphics is a reminder to pay attention and not to fool around, 
take nothing for granted. 
• Two heavy duty pvc bladders, one supports the outer ring and the 
other is the slotting system cockpit for the rider. Both have speed safety 
valves for easy inflation/deflation. 
• Leash with two sponge balls Is included. 
• Segmented tow rope is included. Adjustable length styie in 45, 55, and 
65 foot lengths. 

< / 

4-
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AKITE TUBE ASSEMBLY AND INFLATION A 

Proper inflation is key to the optimum performance of this towable. The 
tube is designed to fit snugly in the cover, and there should be no wrinkles 
in the cover when the tube is properiy inflated. 

IMPROPER INFLATION PROPER INFLATION 
'WI 

Photo "A" shows a severely underinflated tube. Note how the adult sinks 
in when standing on the tube. Under-inflation causes the towable to sit 
low in the water. Additional stress is applied to the tube, cover, rope and 
boat/watercraft, by being dragged through the water instead of pulled 
across it. This stress causes the air in tubes to be displaced and the tube 
may rupture. The same stress causes nylon covers to tear and ropes to 
stretch. The boat/watercraft cannot plane off and extra gas is consumed. 

Photo "B" shows a properiy inflated tube. Note how the cover is taut with 
few wrinkles, and how the adult barely sinks in when standing on the 
tube. This tube would ride high on the water, providing you with an exciting 
ride - less stress on the tube, cover, rope, and boat/watercraft. Proper 
inflation will insure a longer life-span for your product. 

Inflation Maintenance: 
Finally, it is not enough to simply fill it up and go! It ts Important to morii-
tor the amount of air in this product as heat will cause the bladder to 
expand, possibly causing damage to the seams or I-beams. Don't let it 
sit on the beach, dock, or boat/watercraft full of airi If tt is stored out of 
the sun In a cool place, you may need to add air. Check and adjust infla
tion levels each time you use your tube. You'll have more fun, and your 
toys will last longer. ^ 

The best air pumps to use are: 

• 110v electric: 2.5 psi (model #57-1504A) or 3.0 psi (model #57-1508) 
• Hand/foot pump specifically for towables: LPl (model #57-1003) 
• 12v pumps (model #57-1510) can also be used but a their maximum 
output is only .8 psi so a secondary pump such as the Sportsstuff LPl 
hand pump (model #57-1003) will need to be used. 
• Leaf Blower 
• Vacuum with two-way switch 

/ / 
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Your V̂ ÊGO towable is equipped with the Speed Safety Valve pictured 
below; 

Speed Safety Valve - A hybrid valve utilizing the best of 
both the Oversized Safety Valve and the Speed Valve. Pulls 
out for fast inflation/deflation, then can be pushed in flush 
with the tube. For use with standard electric pumps, shop 
vac, wet vac, leaf blowers, and vacuums with a 2-way 
switch for fast inflation/deflation. 

Secure the valve by.firmly inserting the bottom portion of the valve into 
the base. To inflate, open only the top portion of the valve. Using the 
hose from your inflator, inflate through the top opening of the vaive. 

The optimal Inflator is a 2.5 psi or higher electric pump. You may also use 
a 1.1 or 3.0 psi pump. Using the 12v pump (mode! #57-1510) followed by 
the LPl hand pump (model #57-1003) to top off the unit takes about 3.5 
minutes. The 1.1 psi l lOv pump followed by using the LPl hand pump 

. (model #57-1003) to top off the unit will inflate the WEGO in a few min
utes. The 2.5 electric pump (model #57-1504A) will inflate the WEGO in just 
over 3 minutes. The 3.0 pump (model #57-1508) will inflate the V^EGO in as 
little as 2 minutes. 

Please call Sportsstuff at 1 -888-814-8833 to order directly. 

1. Open the box and locate Owner's manual information and instructional 
DVD. 
2. Review owner's manual and instructional DVD first and share the infor
mation with atl other users and or spotters. 
3. Locate a flat, wide-open, clean and clear area to open and assemble 
the product. 
4. Unfold the nylon cover so the yellow cover with winged skulls is com
pletely unfolded along with slotting system cockpit. 
5. Please notice the bladders have already been assembled in the cover. 
There are two valves total. One pn the slotting portion and another on the 
outside ring. 
6. Locate and open the padded valve cover on the slotting portion (cock
pit area). Open the valve and inflate until firm and the cover is wrinkle free 
and taut. It may be necessary to adjust the cover to fit the inflation holes. 
Use the zippered openings in the cover to adjust bladder position if nec
essary. 
7. Close valve completely arid secure valve cover. 
8. Locate the valve on the outer ring and repeat steps 6-7. 
9. Please note that the window panels are not supported by an internal 
bladder, so stay off of this portion of the cover. 
10. With assistance, carefully lift the unit into water. 
11. Do not drag across harsh surfaces, as this will damage the unit. 
12. Once at the water entry point attach tow rope to unit and hook up to 
the boat. Make sure leash is attached to the nose loop. 
13. Enjoy your Kiting experience. 

< / 
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PLEASE NOTE OVER INFLATION WILL CAUSE THE BLADDER TO HAVE 
A CONCAVE EFFECT ON THE UNDERSIDE, CAUSING THE KITE TUBE 
TO SUBr\/IARINE. 

PLEASE NOTE UNDER INFLATION WILL CAUSE KITE TUBE TO NOT 
PERFORM AS DESIGNED. WHEN KITING, YOU CAN TELL VISUALLY IF 
YOU ARE CORRECTLY INFLATED 

Proper inflation means you'H have a wonderful flight experience, so fol
low the above instructions closely. 

AKITE TUBE CARE AND MAINTENANCES 

• You may clean your towable using a soap and water or mild detergent. 
• You should inspect your unit frequently for wear and tear. If you need 
parts replacement please contact Sportsstuff 1-888-814-8833. 
• Before each use always check inflation, tow connection and boat con
nection. 
• After using the Kite Tube do not leave out in direct sunlight, but keep in 
a shaded area. 
• When the unit is not in use NEVER leave this unit is direct Sunlight at 
any time. 
• The strong UV rays will quickly destroy and downgrade the nylon cover 
and age the materials prematurely. 
• Monitor and adjust bladder pressure on warm days. 
• Never use strong cleaning agents. 
• The towable, when clean and dry, can be deflated and stored in a cool, 
dry area out of direct sunlight. (In between uses and at the end of the 
boating season.) 
• To deflate, simply open red valve. 
• Avoid storing this product in areas of extreme temperatures and please 
take precautions against animals and rodents. 
• Bright colored fabric covers used on the towables may bleed or fade 
when initially wet. Protect all boat interiors, docks and car interiors from 
possible staining. 

AKITE TUBE TETHER TOW ROPE A 

We have included a new style tether tow rope for use with the Kite Tube. 
Overall the tow rope is 65 foot length, but can be adjusted to 55 foot 
length and 45 foot length. Since the Kite Tube is unlike any previous tow
able tube with the added dimension of sustained height. We believe that 
the boat driver, rider and spotter are all beginners. We recommend the 
following to get the hang of Kiting, how the Kite reacts being towed by 
the boat, how the wind affects the flight while being ridden by different 
size riders. Experience is the best teacher 

Step one: BEGINNER LEVEL 
Alt beginners start with 45 foot tow rope to get some experience. Use at 
least 12 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use. 
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Step two: INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 
All intermediates can increase rope length to 55 foot to get more experi
ence. Use at least 24 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use. 

Step three: MASTER LEVEL. 
All masters can increase length to 65 foot to get more experience. 

You can spend all summer gaining experience Kiting and really still not 
have experienced all things, wind speed, rider weight and boat speed 
create many variables {different kinds of watercraft, lack of wind) etc. 
Attach the Kite Tube Tether tow rope to the aluminum connector on the 
tube and to a towable hook on the rear of the boat. We recommend you 
use a low tow point on the rear transom of the boat or tow hook. 

< / 

A KITE TUBE HEIGHT INSTRUCTIONA 

NEVER KITE HIGHER THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO FALL 

Just think of the fall, in normal tubing you can get thrown off and go up 
to 15 to 20 foot high, but in kiting you are already at a cerlain height 
above the water and can get thrown higher. At a boat speed of 10 and 20 
mph the water gets harder the faster and higher you go so control the 
boat speed and tube height and watch out for gusty and cross winds. 
Many bodies of water have natural barriers or wind breaks, be aware of 
these situations. Due to the height factor, you must use the Kite Tube in 
waters at least 6 feet deep (a guideline could be 1 foot of water depth for 
every foot of tube height). For best kiting use against the wind in straight-
line runs. 

t RIDER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING A 

- ^ / 

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Avoid gusty and cross winds, use in light to moderate steady winds. 
• Gusts and cross winds can cause this product to experience sudden 
changes in height or direction. 
• Use in at least 6 feet of water depth, the higher you Kite, the deeper 
the water should be. 
• Never use in shallow waters. 
• Boat driver, spotter and rider are alt beginners, take it easy, learn in 

. light steady wind, start slow. 
• Your body weight is a factor on balance and control, shitting helps to 
control kiting (rider is ballast). 
• Have pre-ride discussion with rider, driver and spotter. 
• Never Kite higher than you're willing to fall. 
• Into a steady wind, flight occurs more easily. 
• With the wind, flight is not so easy. 
• Based on rider weight, a lighter person will Kite easier than heavier per
son. 
• Do not over-estimate your ability, Kiting takes a practiced level of skill. 
• Keep tube's nose up when starting out, pull back on the ball/leash to 
help hold the nose up until the boat reaches planing speed. 
• Rider safety is in the hands of the boat driver and spotter 
• Stay 100 yards from shore, avoid other boat traffic, power lines and 
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other immovable objects. 
• Be aware of natural wind breaks and barriers that change the wind 
flow. 
• Use rear transom tow point. Using higher tow point means the Kite can 
Kite higher 
• Maximum 1 rider capacity 
• Do not exceed 200 pound maximum weight or 100 pounds minimum, 
be at least 12 years of age and a height of 5 feet or more. 
• Balance to minimize movement while airborne. Too much movement 
can cause the Kite Tube to become wobbly and overturn. Maintain a 
good center of gravity. 
• 10 and 2 o'clock are the best controi hand positions. 
• Hang time. Kite time, can be 1 second or many minutes. 
• Length of hang time depends on the wind, boat speed and rider 
weight. 
• A straight boat heading into the wind creates the optimum Kiting per
formance. 
• Ballet performance is what you are looking for (up and down). 
• Use the large panoramic window to see the boat and to view rider 
height. 
• Force the tube down by pushing your weight down with a swift, sitting 
motion. 
• Use your position within the slotting system cockpit to adjust pitch, or 
the angle by which the nose of the tube is inclined up or down from the 
horizontal. 
• Use the handles to adjust left to right balance. 
• Utilize a combination of foot and hand positions to accommodate the 
current wind and boat speed conditions. 
• Do not use this tube tf you are pregnant, could be pregnant, or if you 
have neck or back problems. 
• Raise arms above head following a spill to signify to the boat driver 
and spotter that you are okay. 
• A rider that falls or Is ejected should try to fall away from the Kite Tube. 
• Experience safe Kiting. 

/ / 

A BOAT DRIVER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING A 

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, foliow these rules: 

• Driver should be at least 16 years of age and pass a coast guard 
approved boating course. 
• LJtilize a large, wide angle, rear view mirror (20 inch width) to keep eye 
on Kite elevation. 
• Slow speed to reduce height, a sudden gust of wind can send the rider 
up to 20 feet high or more in half a second. 
• Maintain constant communication with spotter about the Kite Tube and 
its performance. 
• Adjust boat speed to reduce the height of the Kite Tube. 
• The Kite Tube is unlike any other towable tube, it can sustain flight at 
various heights for long periods of time. 
• Wind, boat speed, rider weight and length of rope are big variables in 
Kiting performance. 
• Pay attention and adjust the boat speed frequently to fit the conditions. 
You are the director 
• Never Kite higher than you want the rider to fall, adjust your speed. 
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• Avoid excessive boat speed at all times. 
• Have pre-ride meeting with spotter and rider to discuss the type of ride 
to be given. 
• Determine the best conditions for Kite tubing based on rider weight, 
boat speed and wind speed. 
• Give-way to atl other watercratt, especially sailboats. 
• The Kite Tube can sustain flight with steady head wind and boat speed. 
Head into the wind 
• Be aware of cross winds and wind gusts. 
• Use the large, panoramic window to monitor and communicate with the 
rider 
• Don't gamble with rider safety. Driver must accept 100% responsibility 
for the safety of the rider 
• Instnjct the rider to lean back and pull on the leash to keep the nose 
up until the boat and tube plane out, as the boat planes out and the tube 
rises out of the water, there will be almost no drag on the boat. 
• Most boating accidents happen in less than 2 seconds. 
• Reaction time varies from 120 to 255 feet of boat length. 
• Do not be in-attentive. Do not let your mind wander Focus on what you 
are doing 
• Never use the Kite Tube with wind forces so strong that you are unable 
to maintain control. 
• Don't Kite in electrical storms. 
• The Kite Tube is an air foil of extremely limited capabilities with regard 
to wind and turbulence. 
• Instruct atl riders of rules and warnings, plus how to ride. 
• In riding position, the rider and tube are at a 45° angle to the water's 
surface. A X ~ 
• Avoid floating objects and all immovable objects. " t : 7~ 
• Atl riders should be towed at speeds that allow for reasonable control. 
• Avoid submarining the towable when first starting out or on spills. 
• Slow boat down to 5 mph to turn around and pick up the rider. 
• In many cases when the rider falls off, the Kite will continue to be air
borne 
• Don't be a gunner; slamming the throttle forward and forgetting about 
the towable and your rider Focus 
• In no-wind conditions, use zig-zags, whips, figure eights and circles 
that the Kite Tube will Kite in, but remember the Kite Tube is designed to 
Kite into the wind. 
• Do not throw away your owners manual or DVD. You must review peri
odically and especially when allowing others to use or borrow your Kite 
Tube. 
• Unlike rnost towables that ride on the water's surface and have tremen
dous drag, when the Kite Tube is Kiting or flying there is almost no drag 
and the boat has a tendency to go faster, so watch out for this effect {a 
lot of drag to no drag). 
• Don't overioad your boat with a lot of passengers. 
• Like many towables, rider balance too far forward can cause towable 
to nose under This is called submarining. When the you start moving for
ward, make sure the rider holds the leash on the tube to help keep the 
nose up during takeoff, till the boat reaches planing speed and lift occurs 
on the Kite Tube. If the boat driver, spotter and rider are not paying atten
tion, the towable could nose in. This causes the submarine effect, which 
results in the towable acting like an anchor Reduce speed immediately, 
otherwise you will create too much drag on the boat and tube, causing 
something to break. 
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• Pay attention when starting out to prevent this effect. Let's say every
thing goes right and the Kite Tube and rider are traveling at a sustained 
height above the water and the rider falls off. The Kite might continue its 
flight or crash down into the water We suggest that you slow the boat 
down to 5mph, otherwise the towable might again act like a submarine, 
because it is upside down or wind conditions have forced it into a weird 
position where it cannot be towed at any speed other than 5 mph. 
• It is the obligation of the boat driver to operate the boat in responsible 
safe manner and not try to "dump the rider". 
• Experience safe Kiting. 

/ / 

A SUBMARINE EFFECT WARNING A 

LIKE MANY TOWABLES, A RIDER'S BALANCE TOO FAR FORWARD CAN 
CAUSE TOWABLE TO NOSE UNDER. THIS WE CALL SUBMARINING. 
WHEN THE BOAT DRIVER STARTS FORWARD, HE OR SHE SHOULD 
MAKE SURE THE RIDER HOLDS THE LEASH TO HELP KEEP THE NOSE 
UP DURING TAKEOFF TILL THE BOAT REACHES PLANING SPEED AND 
LIFT OCCURS ON THE KITE TUBE. IF THE BOAT DRIVER, SPOTTER 
AND RIDER ARE NOT PAYING ATTENTION THE TOWABLE COULD NOSE 
IN. THIS CAUSES THE SUBMARINE EFFECT, WHICH RESULTS IN THE 
TOWABLE ACTING LIKE AN ANCHOR. REDUCE SPEED IMMEDIATELY, 
OTHERWISE YOU WILL CREATE TOO MUCH DRAG ON THE BOAT AND 
TUBE CAUSING THE SOMETHING TO BREAK. PAY ATTENTION, WHEN 
STARTING OUT TO PREVENT THIS EFFECT 
LET'S SAY, EVERYTHING GOES RIGHT AND THE KITE TUBE AND RIDER 
ARE TRAVELING A SUSTAINED HEIGHT ABOVE THE WATER AND THE 
RIDER FALLS OFF. THE KITE MIGHT CONTINUE IT'S FLIGHT OR CRASH 
DOWN INTO THE WATER. WE SUGGEST YOU SLOW THE BOAT DOWN 
TO 5MPH, OTHERWISE THE TOWABLE MIGHT AGAIN ACT UKE A SUB
MARINE BECAUSE IT IS UPSIDE DOWN OR WIND CONDITIONS HAVE 
FORCED IT INTO A WEIRD POSITION WHERE IT CANNOT BE TOWED AT 
ANY SPEED OTHER THAN 5 MPH. BOAT DRIVER SHOULD TURN TO 
PICK UP RIDER AND START ALL OVER AGAIN. 
IT IS THE OBLIGATION OF THE BOAT DRIVER TO OPERATE THE BOAT 
IN RESPONSIBLE SAFE MANNER AND NOT TRY TO "DUMP THE 
RIDER". THE KITE TUBE IS DESIGNED TO BE RIDDEN AT SAFE LEVEL 
WITHOUT HAVING TO HAVE SOME CRAZY BOAT DRIVER TRYING TO 
CREATE PROBLEMS. EXPERIENCE SAFE KITING. 

A SPOTTER OR OBSERVER INSTRUCTION A 

• Have watersports safety flag 
• Keep driver aware of other boating traffic, obstacles, etc 
• Keep driver aware of towable state and rider conditions and how the 
towable is doing 
• Keep tow ropes from getting caught on protrusion from the boat 
• We have found that small megaphone helps to communicate with rider 
prior to takeoff and give last minute instructions 
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A WIND SPEED AND EFFECT A 

We are providing you with the following information to help you evaluate 
your current conditions before Kite tubing. 

Wind speed(mph) 

0-1 

13-18 

19-24 

25-33 

34-40 

41-47 

48-55 

56-63 

64+ 

Wind effect 

smoke rises vertically 

direction of the wind shown by smoke drift, but not 
by wind vanes 

wind felt on face: leaves njstle: ordinary wind vane 
moved by wind 

leaves and twigs In constant motion; wind extends a 
light flag 

raises dust, loose paper: small branches are moved 

small trees in leaf begin to sv/ay; crested wavelets 
form on inland waters 

large branches in motion; whistling heard in power 
lines; umbrella difficult to use 

gale 

strong gale 

storm 

violent storm 

hurricane 



0606014HCC3604 

WegoKiteTubeManual2006.qxd 11/10/05_ ^ 

WARRANTY POLICY: 

Sportsstuff warrants, to the original purchaser only, (hat their high performance 
products, when used for normal recreational purposes, are free f rom defects in 
material and workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of pur
chase. This warranty does NOT cover: products for rental, for hire and other uses 
not considered for normal recreational purposes; nor punctures, cuts, abrasions in 
nomnal use. For prompt parts replacement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstuff 
directly at 888-814-8833. Replacement parts are shipped within 48 hours of notifica
tion Monday through Friday. Do not return to your dealer (USA ONLY). This warranty 
is only valid in the USA. 

If you have any questions about any Sportsstuff, Inc. product, replacement parts or 
locating a dealer in your area, contact us at: 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
Toll Free: 888-814-8833 
Tel: 402-592-9085 
Fax:402-592-1354 
E-mail: customercare@sportsstuff.com 

Warranty registration is available on-line at; ht tp: / /www.sportsstuf f .com 

/ / 

Prior authorization is required for returned merchandise. No credit will be given for a 
product that is sent back without prior authorization fnam Sportsstuff, Inc. After 
receiving an authorization number, please ship returned products to the following 
address: < / 
Sportsstuff, Inc. Return Center 
11213 E Circle, Sui teA 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(Please label package with RA #) 

mailto:customercare@sportsstuff.com
http://www.sportsstuff.com
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TOWABLE OWNER'S MANUAL 

Impor tan t in format ion is enc losed in th is manual . Please read these mater ials 
pr ior to assembl ing and using th is p roducL Keep for fu ture reference. 

For quest ions on assembly, parts or warranty, con tac t the exper ts at 
Sportsstuf f . DO NOT RETURN th is p roduc t to the s tore! 

Contac t us TOLL FREE: 888-814-8833 (USA) (8am-5pm, CST Monday-Fr iday) 

Congratulations on your new towable purchase! Sportsstuff prides itself in making 
the most innovative inflatable products on the planet. Your high performance tow
able is designed to provide an exciting and unique riding experience for the whole 
family. 

AWARNINGA , 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, fo l low these rules: - C \ -

• Not a lifesaving device. Never leave children unattended. Use only under competent 
supervision. 
• Read the owner's manual carefully before using your Sportsstuff towable. 
• Not for use by children under six (12) years of age. 
" The waten^raft driver is responsible for the towable and riders since the towable 
cannot be controlled by the rider(s). The rider(s) may not be able to see where, 
he/she is going. 
• Always have an experienced watercraft driver at the helm and always have three 
or more people present for safe tubing-one to drive the watercraft, one to observe 
and one or more to ride. 
• Observer in the boat/watercraft should keep the driver aware of the towable 
rider(s) status. 
• Always keep a lookout for other boats/watercrafts, swimmers, towables, and 
other obstructions in the water. Stay away from other boats and personal waler
craft, docks, pilings, bridges, shallow water and the shore. 
• The watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which might 
cause the towable to flip over, resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
• Never exceed 20 mph when towing adults or 15 mph with children. 
• Use a tow rope specifically designed for the WEGO 
• Never operate the boat/watercraft or ride the towable under the influence of alcohol 
or other drugs. 
• Never place wrists or feet through the handles or towing harness. 
• Ridere should keep arms and feel out of the water. 
• Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your 
particular tube. 
• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs average tensile strength for pulling a single 
pereon, 2375 lbs average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs average 
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tensile strength for pulling three people and 4100 Ibs average tensile strength for 
pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope should be at least 45 feet in 
length but not exceed 65 feet. 
• The stress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and will vary with 
the weight of the passengers, design, and surface area of the tube. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type Ili (PFD) ski vest or as recom
mended by proper government authorities. 
• Use this product only on water. 
• Know your limits. Stop when you're tired. Act responsibly. Be in good physical 
condition and be cautious in your use of this or any other towable. 
• Do nol use this unit when 11 is under-inflated. The risks involved with this could 
include entrapment which may result in death or serious injury. 

The manufacturer. Sportsstuff, Inc., does not have control over the use of this product 
and assumes no liability therein. Under no circumstances is Sportsstuff or the seller, 
liable for any loss, damage, injury or expenses of any kind arising out of the use of 
this product. It is the responsibility of the user to determine the proper suitability 
and safety of the product during normal use. This product is subject to age, wear 
and deterioration from use and weather conditions. We strongly recommend thai 
you inspect the product on a regular basis. 

REPLACING PRODUCT PARTS: 

if a leak or problem is suspected with your tube, locate the valves.defiate the item 
and remove the inflatable PVC bladder to inspect possible problem areas. Contact 
Sportsstuff warranty department for preimpt parts replacement if a problem is 
located. For non-warranty parts replacement, follow the same procedure. When a 
replacement is received, follow the steps below: 

1 . Unfold the cover and lay the bladder out. 
2. Locate the bladder and the inflation valve. Carefully place the PVC bladder inside 
the cover of the product in the appropriate location. 
3. Une up the valve with the valve opening in the cover. 
4. Refer to the WEGO manual for further assembly information. 

/ / 

MAINTENANCE: 

Very little care is required for the bladder or cover. 
• You may clean your towabie using soap and water or mild detergent. 
• Never use strong cleaning agents. 
• The towable, when clean and dry, can be deflated and stored in a cool, dry area 
out of direct sunlight. 
• To deflate, simply unfasten the entire valve from the base. 
• Avoid storing this product in areas of extreme temperatures and please take pre
cautions against animals and rodents. 
• Bright colored fabric covers used on the towable may bleed or fade when initially 
wet. Protect all boat interiore and all other surfaces from possible staining. 

TOW ROPE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SPORTSSTUFF PRODUCTS: 

• The watercraft owner/operator is responsible for informing all the persons riding 
or using tow ropes of the WSIA Recommendations for tow ropes. Improper use of 
your tube and rope could result in serious injury or death. 
• Following are the WSIA (Water Sport Industry Association) Recommendations for 
tow ropes (Do not exceed recommended rider capacity for your tube): 
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Number of Riders Combined Weight of Riders Rope Tensile Strength 

One min lOOlbs - max 200 Ibs 1500 lbs 

• A standardtow rope should not exceed 65 feet. 
• The tow rope should be assembled in a manner appropriate for the watercraft 
and tow tube. 
• Please check all rope connections for frays, cuts, sharp edges, knots and wear 
and tear before each use. Discard any ropes that appear to be worn. It is 
recommended that you replace each tow rope at the beginning of the boating season. 
• Tow ropes are subject to stretching during use. Please warn ridere and pereons 
in the boat/watercraft of the danger of ropes recoiling. 
• DO NOT place arms, legs or head in the handle section as serious injury may result 
• Ensure that the tow rope is free from all body parts prior to towing a rider and 
while the tube is in use. 
• Do not use a tow rope with a bungee material to pull skiers or ridere. This type of 
apparatus could also result in serious injury or death to the tube rider or 
passengere in the boat/watercraft. 
• Ropes will deteriorate with direct sunlight exposure. Please store away from 
direct sunlight and discard any rope that is frayed, discolored or raveling. 
• Do not add hardware to this product that is not supplied by Sportsstuff. 
• Avoid the propeller and engine at alt t imes. Should the rope become tangled in 
the propeller, shut off the engine and remove key from ignition before retrieving 
rope from propeller. 

AWARNING! GENERAL USE AND SAFETY: A 

• When using a Sportsstuff product, you are engaging in an exciting recreational • 
activity with inherent risks. Act responsibly and only use your product with the 
awareness of and willingness to accept the risks involved. 

• Read all instnjctions and warnings provided to you in this owner's manuai and 
those printed on the product. Do not discard this manual. 
• As in any recreational activity, reckless use, misuse, inexperience and/or neglect 
of the proper equipment used may result in serious injury or death. 
• Visually inspect the towable and tow rope before each use. Do not use if product 
or tow rope is damaged in any way. 
• This product is NOT for use by children under 12 yeare of age. 
• Never leave children unattended. Use only under competent supervision. 
• Sportsstuff products are NOT to be used for rental use. 
• Do not consume alcohol or other drugs while using this product. Even small 
quantities of alcohol and other drugs can impair judgment, balance, and coordination 
which can greatly affects one's performance. 
• Make sure all ridere are wearing a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) approved life 
vest at at all times. 
• Be conscious of the weather conditions as weather changes can occur very quickly. 
• Check with your state or local govemment to leam their specific legal requirements 
concerning towables and towing. 
• Use tow ropes that are designed specifically for towables witti WSIA (Water 
Sports Industry /Ssociation) break strength guidelines. 

< / 

A WARNING! BOAT DRIVERS NOTICE: A 

• The boat/watercraft driver has the ultimate responsibility for the safety of the 
riders. 
• Carefully survey the water before you begin towing ridere. 
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• Do Not putt a towable without a rider. A towable is designed to have a rider in 
order to balance the weight distribution of the product 
" Be aware of water conditions along with changes in the weather. The condition 
of the water greatly influences the type of ride the rider will have. Please take into 
consideration the age and physical ability of your rider. 
• It is the boat/watercraft driver's responsibility to instruct the ridere how to ride a 
towabie. The boat/watercraft driver should carefully instruct the ridere of potential 
risks and possible injury that may occur if they partake in careless behavior. 
• At the beginning of the ride, carefully take the stack out of the tow rope. Never 
jerk start a towable. After the rider has signaled that he/she is ready, the driver can 
slowly bring the towable to a planing point. 
• Most towables will plane out at 10 to 20 mph, depending on the weight of the 
rider. It is important to keep the nose of the item up until the item is planing. 
• The resistance of the product varies widely with these factore: boat speed, turns, 
water conditions, number of ridere and their weight, towable size, shape and function. 
The boat/watercraft driver should adjust the boat speed to fit these situations to 
minimize resistance of the towabie. 
• Use in wide, open spaces. Stay at least 100 yards from shallow water, shore, 
rocks, boats, docks and buoys. Most accidents happen on turns and in congested 
areas. 

• The boat/watercraft driver determines the speed and the action of the towable in 
turns and when crossing the boat/watercraft wake. In the straight-a-ways, the 
boat/watercraft towing speed is the same as the towable speed. The towable 
speed will increase when the boat/watercraft makes a 90 to 180 degrees turn 
without increasing the boat/watercraft speed. If the boat/watercraft speed is 20 
mph, the towable speed can be 30-40 mph. The "slingshot effect" sends the user 
outward from the center of the towable. Be aware of the limitations of the rider. 

• L^rge wakes combined with the wave action and speed can contribute to a 
rough ride. Use a safe speed that enables the towable to plane out. The 
boat/watercraft driver should adjust the boat/watercraft speed and turns to fit the 
water conditions and the age, experience, skill and physical strength of the rider. 

• Excessive speed or sharp turns might cause the tube to flip over abruptly, possibly 
causing serious injury to the rider. 
• If the towable overturns, the boat/watercraft driver should not exceed 5 mph 
until the towable is upright again. 
• Under normal conditions, the maximum safe speed for adults is 20 mph. Safe 
speeds for children are less than 15 mph, depending on the age and physical 
capability of the child. 

• Please make sure your boat/watercraft is tow-wortt iy and has the appropriate 
horeepowerto pull rider(s) and the tow tube. Do not exceed the boat/watercraft 
passenger capacity. 
• Extreme drag forces can develop when pulling this tube. Please use towable in 
calm water Heavy waves or choppy conditions can create more drag or even result 
in a submarine or anchor effect. 
• Extreme drag forces may also result if; the rider(s} fall off, the tube noses in or 
t ips over and water fills cockpit/seating area. The boat/watercraft operator should 
immediately slow or stop to eliminate this factor. 

• Death or serious injury can result from the submarine or anchor effect causing 
more extreme drag forces on the tow rope and/or tow point. The tow rope might 
have too much stress and either break and snap back al the rider(s) or other 
occupants of the boat. It is the boat driver's responsibility to make sure this does 
not occur. 

/ / 
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• Do not exceed the weight guidelines of your boat. Do not allow passengere to 
hang outside the boat or side on the gunwales (sides/edges of the boat) outside 
the normal seating area of the boat. Uneven weight distribution or additional 
weight may affect the handling of the boat. Never allow water to overflow the gun
wales (sides/edges of the boat) of the boat. 

AWARNING! BOAT OWNERS WITH HIGH TOWER AND PYLONSA 

" Tow/Ski towers are not designed for use with any inflatable tube lowing. 
• Use only lifting eyes/transoms or tournament-rated ski pylons for towing tubes. 
• Consult your boat's manufacturer if youare unsure of it's tournament rating. 
• Do not tow any inflatable from a ski eye. 
• Any tow pylon or ski pylon installed after market is not intended for inflatable 
tube towing. 
• Death or serious injury may result if an unapproved ski/ low pylon is used. . 

A WARNING! SPOTTERS NOTICE: A 

• Always use a spotter (observer) in the boat to communicate the needs of the 
rider to the driver 
• The spotter must be the eyes of the driver and the rider, always alert to recog
nize possible danger so proper action can be taken to avoid any risk to the rider. 
• If the towable overturns, the boat/watercraft driver should nol exceed 5 mph 
until the towable is upright again. 
• The spotter should hold up a safety flag cautioning all other boatere that ridere 
are in the water 

A WARNING! RIDERS NOTICE: A 

• Do not use this items as a pereonat flotation device. 
• Do not exceed the manufacturere recommended number of ridere for your par
ticular tube. 

• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 ibs average tensile strength for pulling a single 
pereon, 2375 Ibs average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs average 
tensile strength for pulling three people and 4100 Ibs average tensile strength for 
pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope should be at least 45 feel in 
length but nol to 'exceed 65 feel. 
• Only use this product with a responsible boat/watercraft operator who knows 
how to effectively operate ihe equipment. 
• This product should be used in water only. Do not launch from dock or land. 
• Do nol use near pil ing, docks, shores or shallow water or other obslnjct ions thai 
could cause serious injury to the rider. 
• Carefully instruct Ihe other ridere the proper way lo attach rope and operate the 
towable. 
• DO NOT strap or attach arms or legs to cover or tube. Never place hands or 
feet in between the tube or cover. 
• This item has no braking or steering mechanism and can develop high speeds 
under certain towing condit ions. Use at your own risk! 
• This product is nol a life saving device. 
• Take necessary breaks when you are t ired. 
• Never gel near the propeller wi lh the engine running, even if it is in neutral. 

< / 
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GENERAL TROUBLE SHOOTING GUIDE: 

Symptom: Product won't hold air. 
Solution: Check to see that the valve is fastened properiy. Re-fasten valve if need
ed. Check lo see if the product was inflated fully from the beginning. If you sus
pect it wasn't inflated fully, add more air. PVC Repair Adhesive is available from 
Sportsstuff at www.sportsstuff.com or 888-814-8833 for small hole or seam repaire. 

Symptom: Valve is leaking 
Solution: Usten closely lo hear if air is leaking. Be sure the valve and cap are 
screwed in or fastened straight and are l ight. Leakage can occur if the valve is not 
fastened correctty-

Symptom: Product inflates but doesn't become firm. 
Solution: Please check to make sure it was inflated firmly with a high volume air 
pump. If you are sure you inflated it property, fully assess it for a leak or re-faslen 
the valve. If a leak is delected, the bladder may be patched by using Sportsstuff 
PVC Adhesive which can be purchased directly from Sportsstuff. 

Symptom: Cover is very loose (Applies only to products with covers). 
Solution: Please check l o make sure that your product is inflated fully and the tube 
is in place. The cover should fit snugly over the well-inflated tube. If the cover 
remains loose, add more air See also the INFLATION section of this manual. 

WARRANTY POLICY: 

Sportsstuff warrants, lo the original purchaser oniy, that their high performance 
products, when used for normal recreational purposes, are free from defects in 
material and workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of pur
chase. This warranty does NOT cover: products for rental, for hire and other uses 
nol considered for normal recreational purposes; nor punctures, cuts, abrasions in 
nonnal use. For prompt parts replacement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstuff ' 
directly at 888-814-8833- Replacement parts are shipped within 48 houre of notif i
cation Monday through Friday. Do not retum to your dealer (USA ONLY). This war
ranty is only valid in the USA. 

If you have any questions about any Sportsstuff, Inc. product, replacement parts or 
locating a dealer in your area, contact us al : 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E Circle Suite A 
Omaha. NE 68137 
Toll Free: 888-814-8833 
Tel: 402-592-9085 
Fax; 402-592-1354 
E-mail: customercare@sportsstuff.com 

Warranty registration is available on-line at: hHp:/ /www.sportsstuf f .com 

Prior authorization is required for returned merchandise. No credit will be given for 
a product thai is sent back without prior authorization from Sportsstuff, Inc. After 
receiving an authorization number, please ship returned products lo the following 
address: 

Sportsstuff, Inc. Return Center 
11213 E Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(Please label package with RA #) 

/ y 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
mailto:customercare@sportsstuff.com
http://www.sportsstuff.com


0606014HCC3604 

GeneralTowableManual2006.qxd 11/10/05 A\26 PM Page 7 

WATGRSPORTS ReSPONSIBIUTY COD6 
Be aware that there are elements or risk in boating, skiing, and riding that common 
sense and personal awareness can help reduce. Know your ability level and stay 
within It. 
To increase your enjoyment of the sport follow the "Watersports Responsibility Code", 
n is your responsibility to: 

- Familiarize yourself with ali applicable laws, the risks inherent in the sport, and 
proper use ot the equipment. 

• Know the waterways where you will be skiing or riding. Do not ski or ride in 
shallow water, near shore, docks, pilings swimmers or other watercraft. 

• Always have a person other than the boat driver as an obsen/er and agree on 
hand signals before starting. 

• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) vest. 
• Read your owner's manual and inspect your equipment prior to use. 
• Ski or ride within your limits. Always ski or ride in control and at speeds 
appropriate for your ability. 

• Always turn ignition off when anyone is near watercratt power drive unit. 
• Carbon Monoxide (CO) poisoning from engine exhaust may cause injury or 
death. Never "Platform Drag" or touch a swim platform while the engine Is 
running. 

• Not operate watercraft, ski or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Water Sports Industry Association 

/ / 
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Tab 4(b) 

TAB 4(B) -- ROPE FOR TOWING INFLATABLE TUBE: ON PRODUCT WARNING 
[In the following waming, fill in the appropriate information for the strength ofthe rope.] 

A WARNING 
Use ofthis product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
1. Inspect rope and connector before each use. Do not use if damaged. 
2. Make sure rope is not wrapped around part of anyone's body during use. 
3. Rope stretches during use. Breakage can cause rope to snap back and may hit the occupants or 

user, which could result in injury. 
4. This rope is intended only for towing up to a maximum of [one, two, three, four] people or 

[170, 340, 510, 680] pounds on an inflatable tube. Any other use may cause rope failure. 
5. Read Operator's Manual before use. Do not remove warning. 

SPECIAL MANUFACTURERS INSTRUCTIONS: [Insert appropriate number of people and 
corresponding weight for ropes you are selling.] 

MANUFACTURER'S GUIDELINES FOR USE 

1) The waming is FOR USE ON ROPE FOR TOWING E^JFLATABLE TUBE. 

2) Waming should be securely attached to the tow rope within six feet of rope where it attaches to 
inflatable tube. Waming should be attached in a manner that should be resistant to degradation 
caused by sun, salt, gasoline, abrasion, etc. 

3) Use only an easily readable font style. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

4) Use highly contrasting colors. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

5) Waming should be "boxed" and "headlined" WARNING, with an orange background behind the 
upper "Waming" Box. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

6) Waming should be placed in a conspicuous location so that there is a likelihood it will be seen by 
user prior to use. 

7) Manufacturer should list on the tube rope packaging and in the instmctions the maximum number 
of riders intended for towing using this tube rope, and list the average tensile strength ofthe rope. 

8) Printed material such as in an Operator's Manual that includes the waming does not need to have 
the orange color in the upper box. 

This information is presented as guidelines for manufacturers and suppliers to inform users. Due to the 
unique design or proprietary style of some devices or sporting equipment, changes to the document(s) 
may be necessary in word content. This will prevent conflict of statements and permit new innovative 
changes and designs to products, while still following the intent ofthe message. 

Tab 4 (c) 
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TAB 4(C) - OPERATOR'S MANUAL: SKI TOW ROPE AND ROPE FOR TOWING 
INFLATABLE TUBE: 

SKI TOW ROPE 

A WARNING 
Use ofthis product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
1. Inspect rope, handle and connectors before each use. Do not use if damaged. 
2. Make sure rope is not wrapped around part of anyone's body during use. 
3. Rope stretches during use. Sudden release of handle can cause rope and handle to snap back 

and may hit the occupants or user, which could result in injury. 
4. This rope is intended only for towing a single person on water skis, wake/kneeboards, or 

barefooting. Any other use may cause rope failure. 
5. Read Operator's Manual before use. Do not remove warning. 

[In the following waming, fill in the appropriate information for the strength ofthe rope.] 

ROPE FOR TOWING INFLATABLE TUBE 

A WARNING 
Use ofthis product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
1. Inspect rope and connector before each use. Do not use if damaged. 
2. Make sure rope is not wrapped around part of anyone's body during use. 
3. Rope stretches during use. Breakage can cause rope to snap back and may hit the occupants or 

user, which could result in injury. 
4. This rope is intended only for towing up to a maximum of [one, two, three, four] people or 

[170, 340, 510, 680] pounds on an inflatable tube. Any other use may cause rope failure. 
5. Read Operator's Manual before use. Do not remove warning. 

SPECIAL MANUFACTURERS INSTRUCTIONS: [Insert appropriate number of people and correspondmg weight for 
ropes you are selling. 

PRODUCT INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNINGS 

Watersports can be safe and fun for all levels of enthusiasts. The Operator's Manual is presented to 
enhance your enjoyment ofthe sport. It is intended to alert you to some ofthe potentially dangerous 
conditions that can arise in all watersports. 

To reduce the risk ofinjury or death, follow these guidelines: 
• It is the responsibility ofthe watercraft owner/operator to toiow and inform all persons riding or 

using tow ropes ofthe information presented herein. Unsafe operation by watercraft driver will 
endanger you and others. 

• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling a single person, 2375 
lbs. average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 lbs average tensile strength for pulling 
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for three people and 4100 lbs. tensile strength for pulling four people on an inftatabie tube. The 
tow rope should be at least 50 feet in length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
The stress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and will vary with the weight of 
the passengers, design, and surface area of the tube. 

• Check the rope, handle, and/or connectors for frays, cuts, sharp edges, knots, or wear before 
each use. Discard rope if any such condition exists or if rope appears to be wom. Such 
conditions may lead to breaks which can cause rope to snap back and may hit the occupants of 
the watercraft which could result in injury or death. 

• Never put arms, legs or head in the handle section, since injury or death may result. Never wrap 
rope around any part of your body prior to or during use or when retrieving rope. 

• Do not use a tow rope with elastic or bungee material to pull skiers or riders. Such an addition 
can break or stretch which may lead to injury of users or occupants of watercraft. 

• Rope is subject to deterioration when exposed to direct sunlight. The life ofthe product will be 
extended when stored away from sunlight. 

• The product should be replaced when signs of deterioration appear, indicated by the existence of 
discoloration, wearing, fraying or raveling. Some chemicals may affect the rope. If the product 
become tacky or changes color or appearance, do not use. 

• Do not add hardware or attachments that are not otherwise supplied by the manufacturer. 

WATERSPORTS SAFETY CODE: 

Watersports are fun and challenging but involve inherent risks of injury or death. To increase your 
enjoyment ofthe sport and to reduce your risks, use common sense and follow these mles: 

Before you start: 
• Familiarize yourself with all applicable federal, state and local laws, the risks inherent in the 

sport and the proper use of the equipment. 
• Know the waterways. 
• Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
• Skier/rider, observer and driver must agree on hand signals. 
• Never start out until skier/rider signals he/she is ready. 
• Carbon Monoxide (CO) poisoning from engine exhaust may cause injury or death. Do not sit 

on the boat transom or swim platform while the engine is running. These activities may lead to 
excessive CO exposure which may cause injury or death. If you can smell engine exhaust 
while in the boat, do not stay seated in that position for prolonged periods. Never "Platform 
Drag" by holding onto the swim platform or be dragged directly behind the boat. An 
improperly tuned engine will produce excessive exhaust. Have your engine checked and 
corrected by a mechanic. Changing boat speed or direction relative to the wind can reduce or 
increase boat exhaust from accumulating near the boat and rider. Consult your boat Owners 
Manual, or the United States Coast Guard's website: www.uscgboatiniJ.ora for more 
information on how to help protect others and yourself from the dangers of CO poisoning 

• Use caution and common sense. 
• Do not exceed the weight guidelines of your boat. Only use water ballast and people for 

additional weight. Do not allow passengers to hang outside the boat or sit on the gunwales 
outside the normal seating area ofthe boat. Uneven weight distribution or additional weight 
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may affect the handling of the boat. Never allow water to overflow the gunwales of your 
boat. 

Your equipment and your tow rope: 
• Inspect all equipment prior to use. Check bindings, fins, tube and attachment point, and 

flotation device prior to each use. Do not use if damaged. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) vest. 
• Rope should be attached to the watercraft in an approved fashion with hardware designed for 

towing. Refer to your watercraft manual for instmctions on proper tow rope attachment. 
• Tow ropes sfretch during use. If a rope breaks or is suddenly released, it can snap back into 

the watercraft. Wam all riders, skiers and occupants ofthe danger of rope recoil. 
• When in the boat, keep away from the tow rope to avoid injury. Passengers can be hit, or 

become entangled in the rope. 
• Inspect tow rope and its attachments before using. Do not use tow rope if frayed, knotted 

or damaged. Replace when signs of excessive deterioration are indicated by discoloration, 
broken filaments, unraveling or other obvious signs of wear on the rope or hardware. 

• Use proper tow rope for the activity. 
• Ensure tow rope is clear of all body parts prior to starting out or during use. 
• Keep persons and ropes away from propeller when engine is mnning, even in neufral. 

Should rope become entangled in propeller, SHUT OFF ENGINE AND REMOVE 
IGNITION KEY BEFORE RETRIEVING ROPE. 

When vou ski or ride: 
• Attempting land or dock starts can increase the risk of injury or death. USE THIS 

PRODUCT ONLY ON WATER. 
• Always remove any slack in the rope between watercraft and skier/ rider.before starting. 

Sudden shock loads may cause injury to skier/rider or failure of rope, resulting in snap-back 
or breakage. 

• Do not ski or ride in shallow water, near shore, pilings, docks, rafts, swimmers, other boats 
or other obstacles. Such obstacles are examples of risks that are inherent in the sport. 

• The driver and skier/rider must watch for and be able to stop or tum to avoid obstacles. 
• Always ski or ride in confrol and at speeds appropriate for your ability, limits. Do not ski or 

ride over ramps or jumps without prior instmction. 
• Falling and the injuries that may result are inherent risks in the sport. 
• Use a flag to signal to others that a skier or rider is in the water. 
• Driver must use exfra caution approaching a fallen skier/rider and keep eye contact on fallen 

skier/rider at all times. 
• Put the boat in neutral when near a fallen skier/rider. Tum the engine off when people are 

getting into or out ofthe boat, or in the water near the boat. 
• Do not operate watercraft, ski or ride under the influence of alcohol or dmgs. 

THE WARNINGS AND PRACTICES SET FORTH ABOVE IN THE WATERSPORTS 
SAFETY CODE REPRESENT SOME COMMON RISKS ENCOUNTERED BY USERS. THE 
CODE DOES NOT PURPORT TO COVER ALL INSTANCES OF RISK OR DANGER. 
PLEASE USE COMMON SENSE AND GOOD JUDGMENT. 
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Please contact us ifyou have any questions on the proper selection, function, or safe use ofthis 
product. 

MANUFACTURER'S INSTRUCTIONS 

The information above should be PROVIDED TO THE PURCHASER OF A SKI TOW ROPE 
AND ROPE FOR TOWING INFLATABLE TUBE at the time of sale. The specific type of delivery 
vehicle {i.e. warranty card, release form) is to be at the option of each manufacturer. 

Manufacturer should supply address information including mailing address, phone, email, and toll free 
numbers if available in the Operator's Manual. 

2 1 
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Tab 5 (a) 

TAB 5(A) - INFLATABLE TUBE: ON PRODUCT WARNING 

AWARNING 

Use ofthis product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
• Do not use at speeds that exceed skills of the rider. Boat speed should never exceed 20 mph for 

adults and 15 mph for children. 
This product should never be used by children except under adult supen/ision. 
This is not a personal floatation device. 
Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type III (PFD) vest. 
Never place wrists or feet through handles or towing harness. Ensure tow rope is clear of all body 
parts prior to or during use. 
Rider should keep feet out of the water. 
Watercraft driver is responsible for the ride since the tube cannot be controlled by the rider. 
Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
Watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which might cause the tube to flip 
over abruptly resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
Do not tow in shallow water or near shore, docks, pilings, swimmers or other boats. 
Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling a single person, 2375 Ibs. 
average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling for 
three people and 4100 Ibs. tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow 
rope should be at least 50 feet in length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
Do not operate watercraft, or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Read Operator's Manual before use. 

MANUFACTURER'S GUIDELINES FOR USE 

1) This waming is FOR USE ON TOWABLE TUBES. 

2) Waming should be securely attached to (or printed on) the tube or surrounding skirt in a manner 
that should be resistant to degradation caused by sun, salt, gasoline, abrasion, etc. 

3) Use only an easily readable font style. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

4) Use only highly confrasting colors. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

5) Waming should be "boxed" and "headlined" WARNING, with an orange background behind 
the upper "Waming" Box. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

6) Waming should be placed in a conspicuous location so that there is a likelihood it will be seen 
prior to use. 

7) Printed material such as in an Operator's Manual that includes the waming does not need to 
have the orange color in the upper "box. 

SPECIAL MANUFACTURING INSTRUCTIONS 

22 



0606014HCC3604 Exhibit F 

8) Manufacturer should list on the packaging and in the instructions the maximum number of 
riders recommended for the product, and the average tensile sfrength ofthe rope necessary for 
pulling the tube and its rider(s). 

[Insert appropriate number of people for this tube, corresponding average weight for the people, and 
the average tensile sfrength ofthe rope required in the following message which should appear on the 
packaging.] 

Average Rope 
Number of Riders Average Weight of Riders Tensile Strength 

One 170 Lbs. 1500 Lbs. 
Two 340 Lbs. 2375 Lbs. 

Three 510 Lbs. 3350 Lbs. 
Four 680 Lbs. 4100 Lbs. 

A WARNING 

Use of this product and participation in the sport of tubing involves inherent risks of injury or death. Before 
using this tube, read the owner's manual carefully. 
This tube is designed to carry no more than persons or Ibs. 
Use a tow rope of at least Ibs. Average tensile strength for pulling this tube and its rider(s). 
The stress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and will vary with the weight of the 
passengers, design, and surface area of the tube. 

This information is presented as guidelines for manufacturers and suppliers to inform users. Due to the 
unique design or proprietary style of some devices or sporting equipment, changes to the document(s) 
may be necessary in word content. This will prevent conflict of statements and permit new innovative 
changes and designs to products, while still following the intent ofthe message. 

Manufacturer should supply address information including mailing address, phone, email, and toll free 
numbers if available in the Operator's Manual. 
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Tab 5 (b) 

TAB 5(B) - OPERATOR'S MANUAL: INFLATABLE TUBE 

A WARNING 

Use ofthis product arid participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
• Do not use at speeds that exceed skills of the rider. Boat speed should never exceed 20 mph for 

adults and 15 mph for children. 
This product should never be used by children except under adult supen/ision. 
This is not a personal flotation device. 
Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type III (PFD) vest. 
Never place wrists or feet through handles or towing harness. Ensure tow rope is clear of all body 
parts prior to or during use. 
Rider should keep feet out of the water. 
Watercraft driver is responsible for the ride since the tube cannot be controlled by the rider. 
Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
Watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which might cause the tube to flip 
over abruptly resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
Do not tow in shallow water or near shore, docks, pilings, swimmers or other boats. 
Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling a single person, 2375 Ibs. 
average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling for 
three people and 4100 Ibs. tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow 
rope should be at least 50 feet in length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
Do not operate watercraft or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Read Operator's Manual before use. 

PRODUCT INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNINGS 

Watersports can be safe and fun for all levels of enthusiasts. The Operator's Manual is presented to 
enhance your enjoyment ofthe sport. It is intended to alert you to some ofthe potentially dangerous 
conditions that can arise in all watersports. 

To reduce the risk of injury or death, follow these guidelines: 

Carefully read this manual and follow the insfructions. 
Only use your tube with a responsible watercraft operator who knows how to operate a 
watercraft properly. 
Take all reasonable precautions in the use and operation of your tube and boat. 
Teach anyone using your tube how to attach it to the rope, how to ride it, and how to maintain 
it. 
Use a single tube for not more than one rider and no more than two riders for a double tube. 
Do not exceed the manufacturer's recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
If the tube is designed for more than one person, take exfra precaution to avoid colliding with 
one another. 
The sfress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and will vary with the weight of 
the passengers, design, and surface area ofthe tube. 
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Never strap or attach anyone to the tube or cover. Never put your feet or hands through the 
strapping ofthe towing system or handles. Never wedge your hands or feet under the cover or 
between the cover and the tube. 
Never attempt jumps or dangerous fricks with your tube. If more than one tube is being towed, 
avoid collisions with other tubes. 
Scout the area before use to avoid any debris or obstacles that might present a safety hazard. 
Know your own limits. Stop when you are tired. Act responsibly. Be in good physical 
condition and be cautious in your use ofthis or any other towable tube. 
Check the rope and connector for frays, cuts, sharp edges, knots, or wear before each use. 
Discard rope if any such condition exists or if rope appears to be wom. Such conditions may 
lead to breaks. 
Do not use tow rope with elastic or bungee material to pull skiers or riders. Such an addition 
can break or sfretch which may lead to injury of users or boat occupants. 
Rope is subject to deterioration when exposed to direct sunlight. The life ofthe product will 
be extended when stored away from sunlight. 
The tow rope should be replaced when signs of deterioration appear, indicated by the existence 
of discoloration, wearing, fraying or raveling. 
Do not add hardware or attachments that are not otherwise supplied by the manufacturer. 

WATERSPORTS SAFETY CODE: 

Watersports are fun and challenging but involve inherent risks of injury or death. To increase your 
enjoyment ofthe sport and to reduce your risks, use common sense and follow these mles: 

Before you start: 
• Familiarize yourself with all applicable federal, state and local laws, the risks inherent in the 

sport and the proper use of the equipment. 
• Know the waterways. 
• Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
• Skier/rider, observer and driver must agree on hand signals. 
• Never start out until skier/rider signals he/she is ready. 
• Carbon Monoxide (CO) poisoning from engine exhaust may cause injury or death. Do not sit 

on the boat transom or swim platform while the engine is running. These activities may lead to 
excessive CO exposure which may cause injury or death. If you can smell engine exhaust 
while in the boat, do not stay seated in that position for prolonged periods. Never "Platform 
Drag" by holding onto the swim platform or be dragged directly behind the boat. An 
improperly tuned engine will produce excessive exhaust. Have your engine checked and 
corrected by a mechanic. Changing boat speed or direction relative to the wind can reduce or 
increase boat exhaust from accumulating near the boat and rider. Consult your boat Owners 
Manual, or the United States Coast Guard's website: www.uscgboating.org for more 
information on how to help protect others and yourself from the dangers of CO poisoning 

• Use caution and common sense. 
• Do not exceed the weight guidelines of your boat. Only use water ballast and people for 

additional weight. Do not allow passengers to hang outside the boat or sit on the gunwales 
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outside the normal seating area of the boat. Uneven weight disfribution or additional weight 
may affect the handling ofthe boat. Never allow water to overflow the gunwales of your boat. 

Your equipment and your tow rope: 
• Inspect all equipment prior to use. Check bindings, fins, tube and attachment point, and 

flotation device prior to each use. Do not use if damaged. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) vest. 
• Rope should be attached to the watercraft in an approved fashion with hardware designed for 

towing. Refer to your watercraft manual for instmctions on proper tow rope attachment. 
• Tow ropes sfretch during use. If a rope breaks or is suddenly released, it can snap back into the 

watercraft. Wam all riders, skiers and occupants ofthe danger of rope recoil. 
• When in the boat, keep away from the tow rope to avoid injury. Passengers can be hit, or 

become entangled in the rope. 
• Inspect tow rope and its attachments before using. Do not use tow rope if frayed, knotted or 

damaged. Replace when signs of excessive deterioration are indicated by discoloration, broken 
filaments, unraveling or other obvious signs of wear on the rope or hardware. 

• Use proper tow rope for the activity. 
• Ensure tow rope is clear of all body parts prior to starting out or during use. 
• Keep persons and ropes away from propeller when engine is mnning, even in neufral. Should 

rope become entangled in propeller, SHUT OFF ENGINE AND REMOVE IGNITION KEY 
BEFORE RETRIEVING ROPE. 

When you ski or ride: 
• Attempting land or dock starts can increase the risk ofinjury or death. USE THIS PRODUCT 

ONLY ON WATER. 
• Always remove any slack in the rope between watercraft and skier/ rider before starting. 

Sudden shock loads may cause injury to skier/rider or failure of rope, resulting in snap-back or 
breakage. 

• Do not ski or ride in shallow water, near shore, pilings, docks, rafts, swimmers, other boats or 
other obstacles. Such obstacles are examples of risks that are inherent in the sport. 

• The driver and skier/rider must watch for and be able to stop or tum to avoid obstacles. 
• Always ski or ride in confrol and at speeds appropriate for your ability, limits. Do not ski or 

ride over ramps or jumps without prior instmction. 
• Falling and the injuries that may result are inherent risks in the sport. 
• Use a flag to signal to others that a skier or rider is in the water. 
• Driver must use exfra caution approaching a fallen skier/rider and keep eye contact on fallen 

skier/rider at all times. 
• Put the boat in neutral when near a fallen skier/rider. Tum the engine off when people are 

getting into or out of the boat, or in the water near the boat. 
• Do not operate watercraft, ski or ride under the influence of alcohol or dmgs. 

THE WARNINGS AND PRACTICES SET FORTH ABOVE IN THE WATERSPORTS 
SAFETY CODE REPRESENT SOME COMMON RISKS ENCOUNTERED BY USERS. THE 
CODE DOES NOT PURPORT TO COVER ALL INSTANCES OF RISK OR DANGER. 
PLEASE USE COMMON SENSE AND GOOD JUDGMENT. 
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Please contact us ifyou have any questions on the proper selection, function, or safe use ofthis 
product. 

MANUFACTURER'S INSTRUCTIONS 

The information above should BE PROVIDED TO THE PURCHASER OF AN INFLATABLE 
TUBE at the time of sale. The specific type of delivery vehicle {i.e. warranty card, release form, etc.) 
is to be at the option of each manufacturer. 

Manufacturer should supply address information including mailing address, phone, email, and toll free 
numbers if available in the Operator's Manual. 
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ON TUBE WARNING 

A WARNING 
Use of this product and participation in ttie sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
• Do not use at speeds ttiat exceeds skills of ttie rider Boat speed sliould never exceed 20 mpti 
for adults and 15 mph for children. 

• This product should never be used by ctiildren except under adult supervision. 
• This is not a personal flotation device. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type lit (PFD) vest. 
• Never place wrists or feet through handles ortowing harness. Ensure tow rope is clear of all 
body parts prior to or during use. 

• Rider sliould keep feet out of the water 
• Watercraft driver is responsible for the ride since the tube cannot be controlled by the rider. 
Always tiave a person other than the driver as an observer 

• Watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which might cause the tube to 
flip over abruptly resulting in serious injury to ttie rider. 

• Do not tow in shallow water or near shore, docks, pilings, swimmers or other boats. 
• Do not exceed ttie manufacturers recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
• Use a tow rope of 1500 Ibs. average tensile dtrength for pulling a single person, 2375 Ibs. 
average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling 
ttiree people and 4100 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable 
tube. Ttie tow rope stiould be at least 50 feet in length but not to exceed 65 feet,. 

• Do not operate watercraft, or ride under the influence of alcotioi qr drugs. 
• Read Operator's Manual before use. 

Photo #1: Water Sports Industry Association waming on regular tubing 

AWARNING 
Use ot this product and participation in tlie sport involves inherent risks ol injury 
or death. 
1. Inspect rope, handle and connectors before each use. Do not use 11 danraged. 
2. Mate sure rope is not wrapped around part of anyone's body during use. 
3. Rope stretches during use. Sudden release othandle can cause rope and 

handle lo snap back and may hit t t « occupants or user whWi could result in 
Injury. 

4. This tope Is inlended only tor lowing a single person on water skis, wake/lsnee-
boards, or barefooting. Any other use may cause rope failure. 

5. Read Operator's Manual before use. 

AWARNING 
Use of Ihis product and paittclpaticm in ths sport involves Inherent risks sf Injury or 
death. 
f. Inspect rope, handle and connectors before each use.: Do not use if damaged. 
t Make sure rope Is riot wrapped aroimd part of anyone's body duHng use. 
3, Rope stretches during use. Sudden releasa.of handle can cause rope and 

handle to snap back and may hit the occupants or user, which could result in 
Inimy. 

4, This rope Is Intended only tor towing up to a mailmum of _ _ (one, two. three 
four) people ot . ( t i l l , 340,510,660) pounds on an InfialaWe tube. Any othet use 
may cause lope'failute, 

5, Read Opetatoi'slferaiat before use. Do nol iemove waming. 

ROPE WARNING TUBE ROPE WARNING 
Photo #2: Water Sports Industry Association rope and tube rope wamings 
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Glen Canyon NRA 
Determination of Public Access or Restriction 

Affected Area/Topic Common Name: 

A restriction conceming kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. 

Location of Affected Area: 

All waters, air, and land areas of Glen Canyon NRA. 

Nature of Action/Restriction/Closure: 

A general restriction specific to recreational activities commonly referred to as kite 
tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. This restriction applies to any activity requiring a 
tow vessel for the purpose of sustained air travel above the water surface, and any water 
based recreational activity that relies on tethered parafoils, parachutes, kites, wings, or 
other tethered apparatus for propulsion across the water surface resulting in sustained air 
travel. This restriction is not intended to limit or curtail activities associated with 
conventional recreational pursuits including sailing, sail boarding, water skiing, knee 
boarding, or wake boarding. 

Level of Scope of Closure/Restriction: 

This is a general restriction specific to all waters and areas within Glen Canyon NRA to 
specific recreational activities known as kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. 

Proposed Regulatory Language (36 CFR section/wording): 

36 CFR 1.5 (a)2 

Kite tubing, parasailing, and similar activities requiring a tow vessel or tow vehicle for 
the purposes of providing air flight of participants and/or apparatus are prohibited within 
the boundaries of Glen Canyon NRA. Kite boarding, kite surfing, and similar tethered 
activities requiring a parasail, kite, wing, or similar tethered apparatus attached to the 
participant or floatation device, for the specific purpose of providing propulsion or air 
flight are prohibited. 

Definitions: 

Kite tubing is a generic term used to describe certain water based recreational pursuits 
involving the use of tethered floatation devices designed to rise above the surface ofthe 
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water. This term is used to describe recreational activities associated with the use of 
manufactured devices such as the WEGO "Kite Tube", SEVYLOR "Manta", and similar 
apparatus. 

Kite boarding is a generic category of recreational activities associated with floatation 
devices designed for water and air travel propelled by tethered parafoils, parachutes, 
wings, kites, or other similar apparatus. 

Parasails are a generic family of devices dependent on parafoils, parachutes, wings, or 
similar apparatus towed by vessels with long tow lines for the purposes of sustained air 
travel. 

Justification: 

In April of 2006 the first observation ofkite tubing was made at Glen Canyon NRA. 
This observation was made secondary to a call for EMS intervention to rescue a severely 
injiired man who had been cmshed by a Kite Tube inverting and crashing. This person 
suffered severe trauma to their neck and chest resulting in a near drowning incident. This 
incident was documented in CI# 06 0297. Since this first accident three other severe 
injuries,(Cl# 06-941, 06-1301, 06-1334), and multiple minor accidents attributed to kite 
tubing have occurred within the recreation area. Glen Canyon staff have air lifted 4 
patients from the lake, with three suffering life threatening injuries. Subsequent 
viewings of various kite tubing promotional materials indicates a steep leaming curve for 
the "operator" to establish the correct balance and steering to keep the kite tube from 
veering violently from side to side and/or up and down. The manufacturer's videos show 
sequences where the kite tube appears to be primarily out of control. In addition 
numerous personal videos of actual accidents have been recorded and collected showing 
the unpredicted violent out of control nature ofthis activity. Due to the unpredictable 
nature ofthe crafts "fiighf, it is dangerous and inappropriate to permit this activity to 
occur in proximity to other visitors recreating on the lake, nor is it pmdent to allow an 
inherently unstable and dangerous activity to establish a user/participant precedent. 

Kite tubing presents many ofthe same risks as "cliff jumping" which is a prohibited 
activity in the NRA. Kite tubes have the potential to rise to 60' above the water surface 
while traveling at speeds of 35-40 mph. Because ofthe uncontrolled nature ofkite tube 
falls or crashes, the "operator" often impacts the water surface at high speeds, near 
vertical angles, and unusual body positions, significantly increasing the risk of injury. 
(See attached list of case incidents.) 

Kite boarding represents a separate, but similar, set of risks and dangers to visitors at 
Glen Canyon NRA because ofthe basic uncontrolled nature ofthe kite board and the 
attached operator which is dependent on wind to provide lift and propulsion. Kite 
boarders are dependent on air movement and have little control conceming the general 
direction of travel, which may interfere with other visitors engaged in traditional water 
recreation activities such as sailing, water skiing, fishing, etc. In addition the lines and 
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cables attaching the kite boarder to the parafoil or wing pose potential safety concems to 
other boaters or park visitors that may be stmck or collide with these lines. Kite 
boarding, due to the generally uncontrolled speed and direction of travel ofthe kite board, 
requires large, open, and empty expanses ofwater, which often is not available at Glen 
Canyon NRA because of competing visitor uses. 

Parasailing also represents potential risks and dangers to parasailing participants as well 
as other park visitors. Parasailing requires extremely long lines, often in excess of 1000', 
generally straight line boat travel, and large open spaces of shoreline or water surface for 
landing, which increases the risk of interference or collision with other park visitors. 
Because the parasail tow boat requires sustain forward momentum to keep the parasailer 
air bome, it is extremely difficult for the tow vessel to maneuver or stop quickly to avoid 
other vessels or water hazards. The NRA has responded to calls for emergency assistance 
and rescue services because of serious injuries sustained in parasailing accidents. (See 
attached list of case incidents.) 

Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing are incompatible with the current spectmm of 
permissible recreational opportunities available at Glen Canyon NRA. While Lake 
Powell offers what appears to be a vast expanse of open water and endless space, impacts 
and conflicts among various user groups occur frequently due to the relatively restricted 
water channels and high level of visitor use. Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing 
require large amounts of space and unpopulated surface waters and have the potential to 
dismpt established recreational pursuits. Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing may 
require long tow ropes, large open water surfaces for takeoffs and landings and, because 
of their air bome attachments can not maneuver or stop abmptly. To avoid inevitable 
accidents caused by kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing, as well as conflicts and 
accidents involving traditional park user groups not accustomed to the special operational 
needs of these dangerous air bome activities, the NRA has chosen to prohibit kite tubing, 
kite boarding, and parasailing. 

,(SEE ATTACHMENTS & DATA FILES) 

NEPA, Cultural Resources Requirements: 

None Required. 

Proposed by: Mark Law, Law Enforcement Specialist, GCNRA 

Proposal Implementation Date: 6-15-06 
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Method of Public Notification: 

Notification ofthis closure restriction pertaining to towed aerial watercraft will be made 
through local and regional media services, park publications, park web-site, and posted 
on area information bulletin boards. (See attachments.) 

Reviewed By: Mike Mayer Date 
Chief Ranger Visitor and Resource Protection 

Determination: Adopted Rejected 

Kitty L. Roberts Date 
Superintendent 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
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National Park Service 
U.S, Departnvent of the Interior 

InsideNPS 
Information Gateway for NPS Employees 

GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 
Kite Tubing Safety Alert 

Over th^ past month, the park has experienced a sharp upswing in visitor accitjents and injuries due to kite tubing on 
the lake. 

Kite tubes were introduced into the market this past winter and have proven to be extremely dangerous. During the 
past three weeks, Glen Canyon staff have airlifted four people from the lake, with three suffering life threatening 
injuries. Kite tubes are large, round, ten-foot tubes with a solid fabric floor in the bottom. As the tube is pulled forward, 
the front of the tube is lifted and air catches the floor of the lube and lifts it out of the water with the rider on top of the 
tube. 

In ail cases at Glen Canyon NRA, the riders were being pulled at 25 to 35 mph with a head on or quartering wind. 
The tubes would rise uncontrollably 15 to 25 feet Into the air and immediately invert and accelerate back to the water. 
The combined fonward speed of the boat, plus the additional accelerated downward speed is driving these victims into 
the water at speeds near 50+ mph. For additional details on the accidents, see the related incident report in today's 
edition. 

Interviews with friends and family members of accident victims have shown a disturbing trend with this use. In all 
cases at Glen Canyon NRA, multiple minor injury accidents occun-ed prior to the incidents that required advanced life 
support. All victims were using the kite tubes as directed when they suddenly lifted to dangerous heights, became 
unstable, and plunged down to the water surface. The injuries seen are consistent with deceleration impact events 
that cause intemal trauma. Victims have .reported coughing up blood, torn muscles, whiplash type injuries, broken 
ribs, punctured lungs and cervical fractures. 

Glen Canyon NRA has initiated discussion and contact with the National Association of State Boating Law 
Administrators (NASBLA) and will be providing a national safety alert through their organization very soon. In addition, 
the Consumer Product Safety Commission has been notified regarding this emerging threat and efforts are being 
made to disseminate more information on this activity through them. 

One of the park's weekend accidents resulted in a major neck injury. A news video from KUTV in Salt Lake City and a 
second KUTV video clip on an incident at Lake Mead can be viewed by clicking on the links listed below (a flash 
player is needed lo view Ihem): 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16192(a)kutv.daypQrt.com 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16155(a:)kutv.davport.com 

A prohibition on cliff jumping was put in place at Glen Canyon last year after an increase in injuries and fatalities 
associated with this activity. Although controversial in the beginning, it has been widely accepted and the park has 
received many positive comments back on this prohibition. A review ofthe data indicated that a significant increase in 
injury and death occurred at jumps higher than 15 feet. The last cliff jumping fatality occurred from 70 feet, with a 
calculated speed of about 50 mph when the victim impacted the water. 

Similar circumstances apply in this case. All kite tubers reported that they were traveling at 30 lo 35 mph and most, 
were 15 to 20 feel in the air when Ihey were either ejected or turned upside down and accelerated back to the water. 
Another 10 lo 20 mph of speed is added to their forward speed, so the victims are hitting the water at 45 to 55 mph. 
These accidents are therefore the equivalent of a 70 foot cliff jump, with the added component of the victims having 
no control over how they enter or impact the water. 

http://classicinside.nps.gov/printheadline.cfm?type=Announcements&id=4523 6/14/2006 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16192(a)kutv.daypQrt.com
http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16155(a:)kutv.davport.com
http://classicinside.nps.gov/printheadline.cfm?type=Announcements&id=4523
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More Information... 

Exhibit H 

Contact Information 
Name: Mike Mayer, Chief Ranger 

headline.cfm?type=Announcements&id=4523 
[Back] 

Posted: June 08, 2006 

http://cIassicinside.nps.gov/printheadline.cfm?type=Announcements&id=4523 6/14/2006 

http://cIassicinside.nps.gov/printheadline.cfm?type=Announcements&id=4523
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GLCA KITE TUBING '̂̂ m̂  

CASE # I DATE \ RANGER | INCIDENT COMMENTS 
36-0297 4/7/2006CLASS1C 
D6-0297 4/7/2006JOSTAD 
36-0941 5/22/2006BF CLINIC 
06-0941 5/22/2006VANDRAGT 
36-1301 6/2/2006MOWAT 
36-1334 6/3/2006STARK 
36-1334 6/3/2006STARK 
36-1334 6/3/2006STARK 
36-1301 6/2/2006MOWAT 
36-1526 6/10/2006SAMPLE 
36-1533 6/10/2006LARSON 

EMSALS (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (serv) 
EMSALS (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (serv) 
EMSALS (serv) 
EMSBLS (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (serv) 
SAR (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (serv) 
ASSTCTZN (serv) 
ASSTCTZN (serv) 

29 YOM FELL 30 FT FROM WATER KITE TUBE 
29 YOM FELL 30 FT FROM WATER KITE TUBE 
34 YOM KITE TUBING ACCIDENT 
34 YOM KITE TUBING ACCIDENT 
26 YOM W/NECK INJURY FROM KITE TUBING 
14 YOF KITE TUBING (30 FT FALL) 
14 YOF KITE TUBING (30 FT FALL) 
14 YOF KITE TUBING (30 FT FALL) 
26 YOM W/NECK INJURY FROM KITE TUBING 
VERBAL CONTACT WITH KITE TUBER 
EDUCATIONAL CONTACT FOR KITE TUBING 

Page 1 
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GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 

Two In jured in Kite Tubing Accidents 

Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "kite tubing" accidents in the park last weekend. In both cases, the 
victims were riding kite tubes towed by boats when they lost control of the device. Each then fell into Lake Powell from 
heights of between 10 and 40 feet. Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes that are towed by boats at 20 to 40 mph. 
The user holds onto the kite lube as it rises into the air from 15 to 60 feet. Controlling a kite tube is extremely 
challenging and the slightest upset in its balance causes it to fall inlo the water. The first incident occurred on Friday, 
June 2nd, at approximately 2:30 p.m. niear the Bullfrog area. A 29-year-old man from St. George, Utah, was riding a 
kite tube when he lost control and fell from a height of 35 to 40 feet while moving al approximately 35 to 40 mph. He 
suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog Medical Clinic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. He was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing, but the other two 
sustained only minor injuries and were not treated. On the afternoon of Saturday, June 3rd, a 14-year-old girl from 
Houston, Texas, fell from 10 lo 15 feel from her kite tube while being towed al 20 to 25 mph. She lost consciousness 
when she struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was flown by helicopter from 
Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction. After further examination al the hospital, she was released 
without serious injuries. These were the third and fourth accidents this year involving kite lubes. The first accident 
occurred on April 7lh and resulted in a punctured lung caused by broken ribs; the second was on May 22nd, when 
another person sustained injuries to the chest and back while using a kite lube. Both of these incidents involved kite 
tube riders losing conlrol of the device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate of speed. The individuals 
involved in these accidents were also transported by helicopter lo the hospital. This is the firsl season thai park 
rangers at Glen Canyon have seen kite tubes on the lake. Please see the related safety alert on kite tubing in this 
issue for additional infonnation and for links to two TV news videos on kite tubing accidents. 

More information 

Contact Information 
Name: Kevin Schneider, Management Assistant 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadIine&type=lncidents&id=2616 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type==Incidents<&id-2616 6/14/2006 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadIine&type=lncidents&id=2616
http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type==Incidents%3c&id-2616
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GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 

Two Injured in Kite Tubing Accidents 

Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "kite tubing" accidents in the park last weekend. In both cases, the 
victims were riding kite tubes towed by boats when they lost conlrol of the device. Each then fell into Lake Powell from 
heights of between 10 and 40 feet. Kite lubes are large, round inflated tubes that are towed by boats at 20 to 40 mph. 
The user holds onto the kite lube as it rises into the air from 15 to 60 feet Controlling a kite tube is extremely 
challenging and the slightest upset in its balance causes it to fal! inlo the water. The first incident occurred on Friday, 
June 2nd, at approximately 2:30 p.m. near the Bullfrog area. A 29-year-old man from St. George, Utah, was riding a 
kite tube when he lost control ancj fell from a height of 35 to 40 feet while moving at approximately 35 to 40 mph. He 
suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog Medical Clinic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand 
Junction. Colorado. He was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing, but the other two 
sustained only minor injuries and were not treated. On the afternoon of Saturday, June 3rd, a 14-year-old giri from 
Houston, Texas, fell from 10 to 15 feet from her kite tube while being towed at 20 to 25 mph. She lost consciousness 
when she struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was flown by helicopter from 
Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction. After further examination al the hospital, she was released 
without serious injuries. These were the third and fourth accidents this year involving kite tubes. The first accident 
occurred on April 7th and resulted in a punctured lung caused by broken ribs; the second was on May 22nd, when 
another person sustained injuries to the chest and back while using a kite tube. Both of these incidents involved kite 
tube riders losing control of the device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate of speed. The individuals 
involved in these accidents were also transported by helicopter to the hospital. This is ihe first season that park 
rangers at Glen Canyon have seen kite tubes on the lake. Please see the related safety alert on kite tubing in this 
issue for additional information and for links to two TV news videos on kite tubing acciidents. 

More Information 

Contact Information 
Name: Kevin Schneider, Management Assistant 

htlp://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&lype=lncidents&id=2616 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handIer=viewprintheadline<&type=Incidents&id-2616 6/14/2006 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handIer=viewprintheadline%3c&type=Incidents&id-2616
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 6, 2006 06-12 

Glen Canyon National 
Recreation Area 

691 Scenic View Dr. 
POBox 1507 
Page, AZ 86040-1507 

CONTACT: Kevin Schneider 
928-608-5208 

Glen Canyon News Release 

Two Injured in "Kite Tubing" Accidents Last Weekend 

Page, Ariz. - Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "Kite Tubing" accidents 
this past weekend at Glen Canyon National Recreation Area. In both cases, the victims 
were riding Kite Tubes towed by boats when they lost control of the device. The victims 
fell into the waters of Lake Powell from heights between lo and 40 feet. 

The furst incident occurred on Friday, June 2 at approximately 2:30 pm near the Bullfrog 
area. The victim, a 29 year- old male from St. George, Utah, was riding a Kite Tube 
when he lost control and fell from a height of 35- 40 feet, while moving at approximately 
35- 40 mph. He suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog 
Medical Clinic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction, Colorado. He was the third 
person in his party that day to be injured while Kite Tubing. The other two individuals 
reported they had minor injuries and were not treated. 

On Saturday afternoon, June 3, a 14- year old girl from Houston, Texas, fell 10-15 feet 
from her Kite Tube while being towed at 20- 25 mph. She lost consciousness when she 
struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was 
flown by helicopter from Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction, 
Colorado. After further examination at the hospital, she was released without serious 
injuries. 

These were the third and fourth accidents this year at Glen Canyon National Recreation 
Area involving Kite Tubes. The first accident occurred on April 7 and resulted in a 
punctured lung caused by broken ribs. On May 22, a second person had injuries to their 
chest and back while using a Kite Tube. Both of these incidents involved Kite Tube 
riders losing control ofthe device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate 
of speed. The individuals involved in these accidents were also transported by 
helicopter to the hospital. 

Kite Tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20- 40 mph. The user 
holds onto the Kite Tube as it rises into the air, 15- 60 feet from the surface ofthe water. 
Controlling a Kite Tube is extremely challenging, and the slightest upset in its balance 
causes the Kite Tube to fall into the water. As a newcomer to the market, this is the first 
season park rangers at Glen Canyon have observed their use. 

- www.nps.gov/glca -

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA'" 
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

http://www.nps.gov/glca
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mph and most were 15 to 20 feet in the air when they were either ejected or turnei 
accelerated back to the water. Another 10 to 20 mph of speed is added to their fo' 
the victims are hitting the water at 45 to 55 mph. these accidents are therefore th 
70 foot cliff jump, with the added component of the victims having no control over 
impact the water. 

More Information.,, 

Contact Information 
Name: Mike Mayer, Chief Ranger 

about inside.nps,gov | feedback 

http://cIassicinside.nps.gov/headline.cfm?type-Announcements&id=4523 6/9/2006 

http://cIassicinside.nps.gov/headline.cfm?type-Announcements&id=4523
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Kevin Schneider To: David Barna/WASO/NPS@NPS, Elaine Sevy/WASO/NPS@NPS, Karen 
nfi/ns/?nOfi 07-41 AM Breslin/DENVER/NPS@NPS, James Doyle/DENVER/NPS@NPS, 

•-̂ V̂ MCT Patricia TuHey/DENVER/NPS@NPS, Rick Frost/DENVER/NPS@NPS, 
!• IVIb I QQ. 

Subject: Grand Junction Daily Sentinel: Two injured at Lake Powell riding popular 
kite tubes 

Two injured at Lake Powell riding popular kite tubes 

Wednesday, June 07, 2006 

By SALLY SPAULDING 

The Daily Sentinel 

Two people were injured at Lake Powell last weekend while riding "kite tubes" pulled by boats in the Glen 
Canyon National Recreation Area. 

Both victims, a 29-year-old male from St. George, Utah, and a 14-year-old girl from Houston, Texas, were 
flown to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction for treatment. 

Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite 
tube as it rises into the air, 15 to 60 feet from the surface of the water. 

The product was released widely on the market this year and runs about $500. 

This is the first season park rangers at Glen Canyon have observed the use of kite tubes, said Kevin 
Schneider ofthe National Park Service. 

The first incident ofthe weekend occurred on Friday near the Bullfrog Marina area. The 29-year-old male 
lost control of the kite tube and fell roughly 40 feet while moving at approximately 40 mph. 

He suffered a broken neck and was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing. 

On Saturday, the 14-year-old giri was being towed at about 25 mph when she fell between 10 and 15 
feet. 

She lost consciousness when she struck the water and was flown from the Iceberg Canyon area ofthe 
lake to St. Mary's. 

She was released from the hospital without "serious" injuries, according to Schneider. 

Schneider said the weekend accidents were the third and fourth accidents this year at Glen Canyon 
National Recreation Area involving kite tubes. 

The first two incidents also sent victims to St. Mary's Hospital and involved broken bones, a punctured 
lung and other injuries. 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
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Kevin Schneider 
06/08/2006 07:41 AM 
MST 

To: Kitty Roberts/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Nancie E Ames/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
Susan Perkins/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Stan 
Burman/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Pat Quinn/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Hank 

cc: 
Subjecl: Fw: Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 

fyi 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
928-608-6208 
— Fonwarded by Kevin Schneider/GLC/VNPS on 06/08/2006 07:40 AM — 

"Paul Ostapuk" 
<postapuk@cableone.n 
et> 

06/08/2006 07:39 AM 
MST 

To: <Kevin_Schneider@nps.gov> 
cc: 

Subject: Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 

Hi Kevin, 

I wanted to let you know that the Friends of Lake Powell has started a letter writing campaign to remove 
this new dangerous product from the market. 

Have spoken to the manufacturer (Sportsstuff) and several distributors asking them to give this product 
immediate attention. 

Thank you for your recent press release and have fun at the celebrations at Park Service Headquarters, 
am on my way out of town to the Old Spanish Trail Annual Convention and will miss today's planned 
activities. 

Paul Ostapuk 
Friends of Lake Powell 

mailto:Kevin_Schneider@nps.gov
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"Robert Baron" 
<erfpmd 1 @cox.net> 

06/07/2006 10:06 PM 
MST 

To: "Mayer, Mike" <Mike_Mayer@NPS.gov> 
cc: "Steve Luckesen" <Luckesen@Hughes.Net>, 

<erfpmd1@cox.net> 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

"Baron, Robert'" 

FYI 

From: Robert Baron [mailto:erfpmdl@cox.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 07, 2006 10:06 PM 
To: Kitty Roberts (Kitty_RQberts@nps.gov) 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

Kitty. 

I have been following the cases of injuries conceming fhe operation of Kite Tubes. I believe the 
information collected on the lake, the need to airiift 4 people from the lake in 3 weeks with 1 having a 
broken neck and 2 others having major chest injuries suggests that this "toy" is just plain too dangerous. 
If you have not seen video dips of the use of these kites, please go to KUTV.com, click on the video 
section in the upper right hand corner and click the button that says "see all". Scroll through the options 
and there you will find a clip from 6/5 & 6/5. These videos show graphically what can happen with these 
devices. 

Kitty, 1 have heard that your Rangers are suggesting the writing of a compendium that would ban the use 
of these Kite Tubes on the lake. From an injury prevention viewpoint, I have to agree. Please let me 
know how this all progresses. 

Sincerely, 

Bob Baron 

mailto:Mike_Mayer@NPS.gov
mailto:Luckesen@Hughes.Net
mailto:erfpmd1@cox.net
mailto:erfpmdl@cox.net
mailto:Kitty_RQberts@nps.gov
http://KUTV.com
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Bmce Malloy 

05/10/2006 09:34 AM 
CDT 

To: Randy Y Larson/PAIS/NPS@NPS 
cc: Dale Antonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS, 

Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, Linden Schlenker/BICA/NPS@NPS, 
Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS, Mike 

Subject: Re: Kite TubingU 

Thanks forthe heads up on this potentially dangerous activity. We have not experienced any interest in 
these types of "above the water" activities. But we anticipated that we would in the future, therefore last 
year we crafted and implemented a Compendium prohibition on all of these activities except 
windsurfing/sailboarding. We have not had any comments, negative or positive, on this prohibition. 

$1.5 Closures and Public Use Limits 
(a) Consistent with applicable legislation and Federal administrative policies, and based upon a 
determination that such action is necessary for the maintenance of public health and safety, protection of 
environmental or scenic values, protection of natural or cultural resources, aid to scientific research, 
implementation of management responsibilities, equitable allocation and use of facilities, or the 
avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities, the superintendent may: 
(]) Establish, for all or a portion of a park area, a reasonable schedule of visiting hours, impose public 
use limits, or close all or a portion ofa park area to all public use or to a specific use or activity. 

Kitesurfing, kiteboarding, hang gliding, and parasailing (board riding while attached to 
wind-driven parachute-like objects or wing devices and/or towed by a vessel or vehicle) are 
prohibited. The closure is in effect on all park waters. 

Kitesurfmg^oarding, hang gliding, and parasailing within the National Recreation Area has been 
deemed an inappropriate activity given safety concems and resource conflicts that the park is 
mandated to prevent. The reservoir is a highly used public area with many recreational activities 
including swimming, fishing, camping, and boating. These activities have a long history of 
compatible use. Kitesurfing/boarding, and parasailing requires large open areas free of people, 
obstacles, and other activities. Accepted safety practices by kitesurfing/boarding and parasailing 
associations and groups advocate no kiteboard or parasailing use in swim areas and avoidance of 
obstacles. A kite or parasail being operated in the air has a reach of at least 100' and kite lines under 
tension can cut anything they touch like a razor. Hang gliding while attached td a vessel or vehicle is 
also prohibited due to the inherent safety risks associated with this activity and the dangers to others 
either in the towing vessel/vehicle or others nearby. A closure will ensure the safety of park visitors 
and avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities. This closure does not include 
sailboarding, where a sail is permanently affixed to the board. 

Bruc;e Malloy 
Chief Ranger 
Amistad National Recreation Area 
4121 Veterans Blvd. 
Del Rio, Texas 78840 
830-775-7492 ext. 213 

Randy Y Larson 

Randy Y Larson 

05/09/2006 12:39 PM 
CDT 

To: Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS 
cc: Bruce Malloy/AMlS/NPS@NPS, Dale Antonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, 

Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS. Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS. 
Linden Schlenker/BIC/VNPS@NPS, Mark Law/GLC/VNPS@NPS, 
Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS 

Subject: Re: Kite Tubing Q 
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We have not experienced Kite Tubing but the rage on the coastlines of the country over the last several 
years is Kiteboarding (also called Kitesurfing). Kiteboarders use smallish like surfboards with footstraps 
tethered by a 30 meter kevlar line to a parachute. With strong winds kiteboarders use the parachute sail 
to achieve surface speeds of 30 MPH and in doing so can actually "take off' and get airborne for brief 
periods. 

Our primary concern was a myriad of visitor safety conflicts. At 20-30 MPH a kevlar line could actually 
sever a limb or neck of a sunbather, swimmer, windsurfer, etc. Further compounding our issue is that 
PAIS is one of the top 5 windsurfing areas in the country. Windsurfing is embraced and managed by the 
park and fully compatible with our mission. However the two issues were not compatible together. 
Windsurfers generally sail perpendicular to the wind while kiteboarders travel parallel with the wind. What 
we were seeing was an "unguarded intersection" with the potential for a cross collision or "clothesline" at 
a combined speed of 35-50 MPH. A kevlar line across a body could be disastrous. 

We spent a lot of time debating the issue in the park and I met with hwo local outfitters in Corpus Christi 
who had the majority of the kiteboarding business. As I looked into accepted safety practices by 
kiteboarding associations and various kiteboarding group I found commonly accepted standards that 
advocated no kiteboard use in swim areas and avoidance of crowded beaches. In the end a closure was 
deemed necessary to ensure the safety of park visitors and avoid conflict with other visitor use activities. 

We talked over the applicability of 36 CFR 2.17 with the Solicitor, WASO, and others. We received mixed 
opinions on the applicability of 2.17, so in the end a cx>mpendium closure was crafted which prohibits 
Kiteboarding at PAIS. 

Surprisingly the closure has gone well. I think the safety issue was pretty obvious lo everyone and it 
helped having many alternative sites outside the park for Kiteboarding. 

Hope this helps. 

Randy Larson 
Chief Ranger 
Padre Island National Seashore 
(361)949-8173x237 

Mike Mayer 

,.•••-, Mike Mayer To: Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS, Dale Antonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, 
05/08/2006 11-51 AM ^•''̂ '̂ ^ Malloy/AMIS/NPS@NPS, Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS, 
I^ST Randy YLarson/PAIS/NPS@NPS, Unda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, 

Linden Schlenker/B1CA/NPS@NPS, Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS 
cc: 

Subject: Kite Tubing 

The next thing that will cause us trouble with injuries and deaths. Kite Tubing. Three weeks ago we had 
our first near fatality from this activity. If you haven't seen this you need to go to the web site. 
www.sportstuff.com. Its made by WEGO Kite Tube and in my estimation they won't be in business long. 

Our guy was 75' behind the boat, traveling 28 mph, and about 10-12 feet off the water. The kite tube 
inverted and plunged or rammed the water suri'ace. Seems innocent enough, but 30mph forward speed + 
accelerated downward plunge = unconscious tuber with three broken ribs and punctured lung. He was 
pulled from the water, unconscious and face down (est. 45 sec.) by his party and taken to shore where we 
air lifted him. We have a history of folks that died from cliff jumping from 20-30 feet and routinely die 
from 70+feet. 

It won't be long until someone figures out that if we put a 400 foot rope on the kite tube then it can get 50 

http://www.sportstuff.com
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feet in the air. 

I am just curious if any of you have experienced this yet? 

Mike Mayer 
Chief Ranger 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
office 928-608-6253 
cell 928-640-0429 
928-608-6259 F/\X Office 
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Kevin Schneider 

06/08/2006 10:05 AM 
MST 

To: Kitty Roberts/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Nancie E Ames/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
Susan Perkins/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Stan 
Burman/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Pal Quinn/GLC/VNPS@NPS, Hank 

cc: 
Subject: arizona daily sun: Kite tubing injuries on Lake Powell a worry 

From the Arizona Daily Sun, Flagstaff 

Kite tubing injuries 
By CYNDY COLE 

Sun Staff Reporter 

06/08/2006 

on Lake Powell a worry 

A large, disc-like inflatable tube that lets water recreationists 'take flight' on Lake Powell is also 
leading to emergency room trips. 

One product retailer is saying the new toy towed behind boats at Lake Powell lets riders "fly 
through the air like a bird... reaching incredible new heights." 

After four injuries this summer in which riders were also flown to the hospital, the National Park 
Service is waming that the kite-like device is causing broken bones and comparing the new sport 
to cliff jumping, which is prohibited. 

The toys are round, iriflatable discs about 10 feet in diameter that are pulled behind boats. The 
rider Hes flat on top of them as the boat gets going, then sometimes soars into the air at 
45-degree angle, half-standing on them, shifting the body weight back away from the boat with a 
yank. There are footholds and handles. 

It's like riding on top ofa big, inflatable disc. 

"The slightest movement by the user to upset the balance will cause it to tumble into the water," 
recreation area spokesman Kevin Schneider said. 

Videos on Web sites that sell the Kite Tube for about $600 show one rider hanging half-on, 
half-off, legs dangling. 

In other clips, riders appear to soar 10 or 20 feet above the water on the disc, which has a skull 
and crossbones logo on the underside. 

Four people have been flown out of Glen Canyon National Recreation Area with injuries after 
riding Kite Tubes. 
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"This is the first time we've actually seen them in Glen Canyon National Recreation Area," 
Schneider said. 

Friday, a 29-year-old man from St. George was about 35 or 40 feet in the air, being pulled at 35 
or 40 miles per hour when he fell. His neck was broken. He was the third person in his group that 
day to be hurt, though the other injuries in his group were considered minor. 

On Saturday, a 14-year-old girl form Texas fell from the kite 10-15 feet and was knocked 
unconscious when she hit the water. 

"In some ways this is similar to cliff jumping, because you have a person falling into the water at 
a high distance and relatively high rate of speed," Schneider said. He added riders are not in 
control of how they hit the water. 

Cliff jumping was banned across Lake Powell last year. The Park Service has made posters — 
they can be found taped up in convenience stores near the lake - out ofa video ofone man who 
jumped off a cliff and was never seen alive again. His friends were holding the video camera. 

The Park Service is allowing the new devices, but is reviewing accidents as they happen. 

A ban on Kite Tubes would be within the park's authority, Schneider said. 

Cyndy Cole can be reached at ccole@azdailysun.com or at 913-8607. 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
928-608-6208 

mailto:ccole@azdailysun.com
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« World's largest kite flies in Tokyo 
321 kite-flyers held in a crackdown against metal-wire use » 

KiteTube!? 

Ads bv Gooooooale 

Wego Kite Tube - In 
Stock 
Free Shipping and 
choice of Free Life 
Vest or Pump with 
each order! 
www.BoalTube.com 

Overton's Water 
Sports 
Your one stop shop for 
all your Marine and 
Watersports needsl 
www,overtons,com 

Just reading the Toronto Kite Fliers mailing list today and someone posted a 
link to a bizanre "kite" that is towed behind a boat. It's called the WEGO KITE 
TUBE produced by SPORTSSTUFF. 

So the idea is basically you convince some fearless individual to climb on top of 
this inflated disk, tear down the lake at top speed and with some "control" the 
rider can launch the kite tube in the air and remain air borne. As long as you 
have enough speed, and you keep the right angle of attack you should be ok. 
(mildly insane but ok) 

Personally I don't think I would do it... there are a few spills in that video that 
look like they could have been a lot worse... you can check out the video here: 
Kite Tube Video. 

iMji:..:.::^.::-

This entry was posted on Tuesday, February 28th, 2006 at 8:57 pm and is filed under General. You can follow any 
responses to this entry through the RSS 2,0 feed. You can leave a response, or trackback from your own site. 

60 Responses to "Kite Tube!?" 

1. i/Says: 
March 3rd. 2006 at 4:33 pm 

The wego kite tube by sportsstuff is defmitely going to be an interesting ride, living in 
minnesota, I have not been able to get on this tube yet (it was released in January and our lakes 
are froze, obviously). But I sell this tube at MN Boat Shows, and as such, I have personally 
watched this video a few hundred times. 

The WEGO will be a very safe tube if used right, as you can see in the video that ifyou don't 
want to spill on the tube, you will not have to. The girl in the video stays at a constant 5-10 
feet off the water when she wants to. 1 personally can not wait to ride this tube. We are 
currently thinking about taking this tube in the locks, where there is open water right now, 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 
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simply because I am so excited to ride it. And you will not have to go "top speed" the 
maximum recommended speed to pull this tube is 14-28 m.p.h, depending on the wind speed 
on your lake. 

2. Stephanie Says: 
March 6th. 2006 at 8:22 am 

That looks like a blast! You get one and I'll try it © 

3. jack Says: 
March 7th. 2006 at 11:51 am 

we live on a small lake that we ski and tube we were wondering if the tube can be tumed in 
air since our lake is only about 1 /2 mile long plz reply j ack 

4. JON Says: 
March 9th. 2006 at 4:31 pm 

Hello Jack, 

Go ahead and get one man its crazy. Speaking fi-om riding the Kite tube it is speechless. A 1/2 
mile lake should be ok on the tums all you have to do is slow down and bring the rider down 
to the water and then tum. This not like a regular tube where it is rider versus boat driver. You 
have to watch the tube so if he gets to high you can gradually slow down to let him down out 
ofthe air. I have ridden mine like a regular deck tube and lower speeds and wind condhions 
and it performs awsome. Going on a whip the all sudden it catches a litte air then off to riding 
it like a deck tube again. My friends have gotten 3o to 40 feet in the air on this thing. One 
friend only want to go 5 feet in the air so we watched him in the reer view mirrow of the boat 
to make sure he didn't get to high. In summary i would say to get man you can always go to a 
bigger lake to for long runs. But short lake it will work. I remember we practiced like 10 rides 
and we were able to do a gradual tum not like a whip but gradual in the air. Going against the 
wind is key when goiiig with the wind you don't get as high but thats ok we just ride like a 
huge deck tube with occassional ups and dows of 1 foot or so. SO GET MAN AND TELL 
YOUR FRIENDS! Oh ya there is a instmctional video and riding vidoe at there website. 
www.SP0RTSSTUFF.COM 

HOPE THAT HELPS POST YOUR COMMENTS IF YOU GET ONE OR ANYMORE 
QUESTIONS! 

5. Chris Says: 
April 8th. 2006 at 9:43 am 

Just bought a new Malibu V-Drive, traded in my 2005 Supra inboard for a larger, faster, v-
drive with a tower. Can't wait to try this out!! Is it any more difficult for the driver to control 
the boat with the tube in the air? And have you ever tried hooking it up on the Tower to get 
more height? Let me know. 

Thanks! 

Chris 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

http://www.SP0RTSSTUFF.COM
http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/


6 - 1 6 - 0 6 ; 4 : 3 9 PM;G. L. C. A. D ISPACH ; 9 2 8 6 0 8 S 3 1 5 ' # 1 6 / 3 1 

Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube!? Page 3 of 15 

0606014HCC3604 Exhibit H 

6. marc Says: 
April 18th. 2006 at 3:16 pm 

Hey Chris 

I had the same idea about hooking it up to the tower, 3 out 5 guys landed in the ER that night, 
The air we caught was unreal. Approx 40ft on a 65ft line. It was cool but insane all at the same 
time. Ifyou do hook it their be prepared for a rough fall. Good Luck 

Marc 

7. Cecil Says: 
April 19th. 2006 at 4:55 pm 

Does Einyone know what will happen if I hook it up to my pylon with a 100ft. barefoot line? I 
was thinking about mnning 40mph into a 20mph head wind. How tight would that be? 

8. still recovering Says: 
April 20th. 2006 at 12:53 am 

Using a 100 foot line or tieing to fhe tower is just stupid. I did a nose dive at 10' and ended up 

in the er. If someone does that at 40' or 75' their dead. 

9. adog Says: 
April 23rd. 2006 at 3:05 am 

we used the 65 ft cord and to the tower on a ski nautique 210 air and got AT LEAST 50 ft 
before he fell on his neck.. ..knocked him out but us Texas boys dont go to the ER till there are 
limbs hanging off..... 

10. Steve Says: 
April26th. 2006 at 1:06 am 

All the videos i have seen have people on the wego kite tube that are about ISOlbs, will this 
tube fly with lets say a 2001b fat boy.... loi 

11. DRaley Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 9:38 am 

1 road one last weekend. I could NOT control the height or dipping from side to side (think 
real kite ) If I had not had on a professionally ski jacket I would have been ER. I am wearing a 
6 inch wide bruise from the bottom of my jacket to my knee. 

12. areamike Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 10:16pm 

I put a video on our Family website of us riding this Kite Tube for the first time this last 
weekend. 
(click on Kite tubing .Video) 
http://www.fauxpas.org/modules/xoopsgallery/view_album.php?set_albumName=album44 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 
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The last wipeout in the video is insane.. .lise at your OWTSf risk is an unserstatement. This thing 
can be a great ride as long as you have a GOOD boat driver and STEADY headwinds. Do not 
use in Wind gusts! 

13. Cody Says: 
April 27th. 2006 at 2:44 am 

AAAAfjjĝ  looked like a nasty spill. How was he afterwards? 

For anybody interested in purchasing this tube, I would recommend checking out this one... 
http://www.sevylor.com/towables.html 

I rode it last weekend and I was high flying just like on the video in about 15 minutes. 

14. bdog Says: 
April 28th. 2006 at 12:43 am 

A collapsed lung and a broken wrist are pretty serious—BUT at least all of us were tough 
enough to stay conscious. 

15. Meagan Says: 
May 2nd. 2006 at 11:10 am 

1 watched a friend of mine die when he fell off ofthe wego kite tube, it was the most awful 
thing I will ever expierence. He broke his neck when he hit the water. Please, please don't use 
this tube!! 

16. greg Says: 
May 4th. 2006 at 9:39 pm 

Anyone riding this thing should check this out. 
http://www.kfdml.com/engine.pl?station=kfdm&id=14598&template=breakoutlocal.html 

17. Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube Claims Life Says: 
Mav 4th. 2006 at 11:17 pm 

[...] A link to this story was posted as a comment to an eeirlier post I made about the Kite 
Tube. Based on this story and a number ofthe comments to the last kite tube post it's not safe! 
Please don't take your life into your own hands with one of these. The constantly changing 
angle-of-attack, combined with weight shifts from the rider and the lack of drag make this an 
extremely unpredictable "kite". [...] 

18. joe Says: 
May 9th. 2006 at 9:40 am 

I can;t belive the comments that i'm reading about.. 
i'm realy freaking out. 
my fiiend bought one and we flwe it this Sunday and he had a nasty spill whent the thing 
whent up and flipped over becuase ofthe wind that threw him off and he's def in one ear for 4 
weeks becuase he broke his eardrum when it smacked him down onto the water surface fter 
going 29 feet high © :( 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 
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we;re planning on doin it again> 
big tip: DON NOT USE IN HEAVY WINDS OR GUSTS, HAVE AN EXPERIENCED 
BOAT DRIVER. 

19. Brian Says: 

May n th . 2006 at 11:08 pm 

Meagan, please email me at brianmazzola@,gt.rr.com. Thank you. 

20. SCOTT Says: 
Mav 15th. 2006 at 2:22 pm ' 

I bought 1 last week we have come close to getting it flying how fast are you going to get it to 
fly 

21. wz7/Says: 

May 15th, 2006 at 7:32 pm 

Does anyone know which kite tube is steadier the Manta or the WEGO KITE TUBE? 

22. Chris.. Says: 
May 16th. 2006 at 3:39 pm 

I bought one of these last week and I have ridden it approx. 7-8 times now and getting pretty 
good with it. Yesterday I flew about 20' or so probobly 5-6 different times with good control, 
it was really steady going up and coming down, when I was first using it, it come down 
sideways a few times but I just held on and it corrected itself Now on the other hand, a friend 
of mine was on it yesterday also and a gust ofwind caught him and he quickly soared to about 
30' and got out of balance and flipped it and fell 30' at 30mph and he thought he broke his arm, 
although he didn't and he is alright. I honestly love this thing and think its a blast but after 
yesterday I dop't think I'm going to let my friends get on it unless they sign a release form or 
something and I will probobly only let like me and my brothers on it anymore. It can be 
dangerous but everything that really gets your adrenaline pumping is a little dangerous, 1 
suggest just doing like the manual and video says and starting with the 45' rope for 12 times 

then the 55' rope for 24 times imtil you get used to it then the 65'. Good luck and stay 
balanced. 

23. Steve Says: 
May 17th. 2006 at 7:55 am 

scott, 

i have had mine for 2 weeks, flying it great! we were only doing about 27mph or 30. into a 10 
to 15 wind 
what is your email and i will send you some pics. 

24. Steve Says: 
May 17th. 2006 at 7:58 am 

correction on the speed only going 20 to 25mph 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 
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We have tried 25-35 mph we can but the winds were no more that about lOmh my e-mail is 
maxie5612@yahoo.com pics would be appreciated. 

26. Chris Says: / 
May 19th. 2006 at 10:27 am 

My friend purchased the wego and we took it out, it was really fim at first, but then I was 
riding it and for no reason it took off about 40-50 feet in the air and went out of control and 
slammed me down hard onto the water. Now I ara an avid wakeboarder, tube rider, thrill 
seeker, but this thing is, going to kill someone! 1 recentely read that it did actually kill some 
one. Well we decided to try it again the next day and my friend was on it and it did the same 
thing to him went about 30 feet up then took a hard nose dive right to the water it wrapped him' 
up in the tube and slammed him so hard it tore his ael in his knee and broke 2 ribs. This tube is 
a great idea but they need to redesign it. They had better watch out or as sue happy as this 
world is there will be a major lawsuit against them. 

27. Steve Says: 
May 21st. 2006 at 9:12 pm 

Chris, 
we have been getting some serious air on the tube also. One of m.y buddies stayed up for 35 
seconds( our longest ride ofthe day), he was @ lOtolS feet on this ride, i can relate to the nose 
dive, were you guys in cross winds or calm day? 

28. Taylor Says: 
May 21 st. 2006 at 10:20 pm 

I just bought one of these today and I will say it is alot of fim, but this thing can get out of 
control. As a former member ofthe Coast Guard I guess I should know better but I was pulling 
my friend and decided to push the envelope and I sent him into orbit, probably about 40'. My 
natural reaction was to pull back on the throttle, well that was the wrong thing to do becuse he 
came barreling down into the water and messed his knee up bad. Anyway we are going to keep 
using it, but we are going to be alot more carefial. 

29. Taylor Says: 
May 22nd. 2006 at 3:55 pm 

Quick note I have ultimatly decided to sell this thing, I don't want to be responsible for killing 
a friend. I now think this thing is much to dangerous. I saw somewhere earlier that there are 
some guys from Texas. Just to let you know that a buddy of mine is a game warden here in 
Texas and this thing will be ILLEGAL to use buy the end ofthis surmner, he assures me. So I 
guess ifyou are in Texas 1 would start thinking about selling as soon as you can because you 
won't be able to sell them after that. 

30. FTC924 Says: 
May 23rd. 2006 at 12:54 pm 

My friends and I had this monster out yesterday here in Illinois. We are all over 200 lbs and in 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

mailto:maxie5612@yahoo.com
http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/


6 - 1 6 - 0 6 ; 4 : 3 9 P M ; G . L. C, A, D ISPACH ; 9 2 8 6 0 8 6 3 1 5 # 2 0 / 31 

Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube!? Page 7 of 15 
") " ) 

0606014HCC3604 Exhibit H 

good shape and thought this thing would be easy. We hooked it to the back of our wave-runner 
and began at 45'. We were able to hop across the water but the tube was definitely unsteady 
and would throw us off without notice like we were rag dolls. Towards the end of our first run 
we were able to get the tube to around 5 foot above the water for a few seconds at a time. The 
last run at 45' (before we were going to extend the rope to 55') I was at 5-8 foot above the 
water and the tube decided it was done and tumed over and face-planted me into the water. 1 
thought my jaw was broke. 

Since my jaw was not broke, we went to 55' and began to get this thing to 10 feet. However, 
not matter what we did, if we hit a gust of wind or a cross wind, the tube would twist and tum 
and thow us off. All this time we were keeping the MPH's around 30-35 because we wanted to 
leam first. Then one my friends signaled to go faster so we upped the speed to 40 MPH and up 
he went to approx 15 feet. He seemed to have major problems keeping the tube steady at that 
height and speed and right before (and I mean right before) the tube decided to tum over and 
nose dive to the water, he jumped off and landed on his feet. We all think we was lucky. 

We finally decided to try the 65' foot length and 1 am man enough to say that we were not 
ready (or "I" was not ready). I was the first to try it and wanted to increase the speed to 40-45. 
During my nm, 1 was easily flying 10-15.feet in the air and it seemed to me that I was getting 
the hang of it. But then I caught a hiige gust ofwind that took me to 30 feet in the air instantly 
and then, even faster, it tumed to the left and then whipped to the right and threw me off into 
the water and I landed right on my back. It knocked the (^•^%!$@ out of me and I cpuld hardly 
breathe for a good 5-7 minutes. I thought my neck and back were shattered. I have not gone to 
the doctor yet but 1 have eaten two bottles of aspirin since yesterday. It does disturb me that I 
landed exactly how that 33 year old guy landed in Texas that was killed. AND HE WAS 
ONLY AT 15 FEET. I was double that. 

Anjrways, we do many extreme sports but are always in control and we can always push the 
sport to our abilities. One thing I know for sure, you carmot see the wind nor can you control it 
and while on the Wego Kite Tube it is hard to control it as well. One thing I notice in the 
manual you get with the tube, it states that the weight limit ofthe tube is 2001bs but it seems to 
me that the lighter the person is, the more uncontrollable the tube will be since it is 10 feet 
wide. I thought the weight limit was 200 lbs because the tube would not get off the water at 
weights above 200. WRONG!!!! In fact, at the end ofthe day yesterday we decided to put two 
guys on the tube and ride it like a conventional tube whipping them in figure-8's and stuff like 
that. This is 425 lbs on this monster and as I whipped them around the first circle, they GOT 
AIR and were 2-3 feet over the water!!!!! 

I am calling Sportsstuff today for answers to my questions and will advise as to what they say. 

Does anyone have experience on the Mantra flying tube? It is easier to control when flying? I 
have watched the video and it does seem easier but then again it was being ridden by a 
professional. Someone please advise. 

31. Cody Says: 
May 24th. 2006 at 9:48 am 

The Manta is much safer than the WEGO, it has rope handles that you hold onto so that you 
can suck the wings in to steady it out, and fly for a few minutes at at time. I knew the WEGO 
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was gonna be bad news from the beginning. Now I won't even be able to do my favorite thing 
come to the end of tiie summer. 

32. JJSays: 
May 25th. 2006 at 3:27 pm 

We just got OUT Wego and it is AWESOME! I was a bit nervous the 1 st time out, but now I 
can't get enough. Ifyou and the boat driver/spotter take the time to watch the instmctional 
DVD, read the manual and actually use as directed it's a great ride! It takes getting use to and I 
recommend starting with the shortest ofthe ropes until you get comfortable with it, but we 
have had no problems towing at around 25-27 MPH. I can see how it would be dangerous if 
not used properly, but you can say that about anything. Common sense-it says right on the 
tube, only kite as high as your willing to fall. I give it two thumbs up!!! 

33. Shellie Says: 
May 26th. 2006 at 11:21 pm 

Wrap me in bubble wrap and give me a helmet, I'll try it! 

3 4. Michael Laninga Says: 
May 27th. 2006 at 11:44 am 

My son (18 years old) had a nasty crash on a Wego Kite Tube May 25th. He suffered a broken 
back and three broken bones in his left foot. He .will be in a back brace for 6 - 8 weeks and 
require surgury on his foot; He missed his High School graduation and all night party too. 
Worse he has lost his summer employment at a youth camp. This is a very dangerous toy. 

35. James Says: 
May 28th. 2006 at 11:00 am 

Hi, i am thinking about getting a wego, but am wondering if our boat can handle it, its a 79 
doral 6cyl mercruzer 165h, can someone tell me if this is sufficiant, to pull this crazy thing, 
thanks James. 

36. /// ripper Says: 
Mav29th. 2006 at 10:54 am 

my name is HI ripper and i just got back from the hospital last night from crashing down off 
the kite tube we had it hooked up to the tower in out boat not a good idea..i dont really rember 
what happened b/c i suffered from amniesa but i was told i feell from 20 feet in the air and 
became uncounsious i recomend not getting one!!!!! 

37. Chris Says: 
Mav 30th. 2006 at 11:28 am 

I wrote earlier and told ya'll about my buddy that fell from about 30' well he's getting better 
with a little shoulder pain still but will be ok. 1 had this thing out again this weekend and 1 
have to say that 1 personally am getting pretty good with it, 1 can fly it about 15'-20' very 
smoothly and bring it back down no problem, I do have to say though that I ride motorcycles 
alot and do have pretty good balance, which I believe is the key to the kite tube. I am still the 
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only person that has been on my kite tube who has not flipped off at some point. I love it and 
can't get enough. If the wind isn't blowing very much I'll get my wife to drop the throttle all 
the way down to about 40mph so that I can get more air but if the wind is blowing pretty good 
or it is gusting then 25 works really well, I can get 15' with the 45' or the 65' rope easily. But I 
can see were a cross wind could throw you off course and put it out of control ifyou didn't 
expect it, so I suggest staying balanced and expect the worst and hope for the best when flying 
high but I have had no problems at all. Oh and 165HP should pull it fine, I have a 19'Chaparral 
with 190HP and it has no problems at all pulling it. Just be carefiil using the kite tube and 
follow ALL ofthe instructions or ride at your own risk. 

38. DerekSays: 
May 30th. 2006 at 2:41 pm ' 

Ive taken hard/high(30') falls and next time im wearing a protec helmet and neck brace... 
maybe even a mouth piece, just dont use it in high winds,cross winds, use alot of air in the tube 
and alot of balance when your up there, also pull into the wind as sfraight on as you can 

39. James Says: 

May 31st. 2006 at 12:35 am 

hi,thanks chris ,i will ride carefully, cheers James 

40. jason Says: 
May 31st. 2006 at 8:52 am 
Had my first experience this past Memorial day. Chris is dead on with the wind situation. It 
was pretty windy that day. The kite goes up very well, but ifyou have some wind gusts, no 
amoimt of balance is going to help you. It is like trying to fly an airplane with one wing, it 
started the side to side shaking very violently and I came off of it at about 25'. Needless to say, 
the water feels like concrete when you hit it at that height and moving at about 35mph. On a 
good ligt wind day, you should be able to fly it with some nifty balancing. Even though it hurt 
when I fell, i will get back on it again. A glutton for punishment i quess!! 

41. Steve Says: 
May 31st. 2006 at 5:41 pm 

O.K. guys here is our story... memorial day weekend, friend of ours was riding the kite tube 
on the 65 ft line, was flying great! at @15 to 20' all ofa sudden he went to 40' in a split 
second, he had excellent control ofthis thing, he got a bit nervous and couldnt figure how to 
get it down lower, we backed of throttle a bit and tube went sideways and threw him off 
unfortunally he suffered a compressed vertabrae. i have posted here before and wanted to see if 
you guys could control the up and down on this thing, the fall he took was not really from the 
40ft because he was comming back down when we throttled back, the side ofthe tube actually 
hit the water first and then slung him off. we have been very carefijll when flying this thing, 
we all will still ride, i really beheve this is the most extreme water sport out there. 

42. Steve Says: 
May 31st. 2006 at 5:45 pm 
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Hey chris send me some pics!!!! stevewbarco@aol.com 

43. Steve Says: 
May 31st. 2006 at 5:54 pm 

FTC, 

let me know when you talk to sportsstuff im interested in what they have to say 
thanks 

44. Chris Says: 
June 1st. 2006 at 4:13 pm 

Steve, 
Not saying it was the boat drivers fault in this case but I've been thinking about this same 
situation and this is what I have come up with. If he was flying it great at 20' then the only 
thing that shot him up fiirther was a gust ofwind unless someone was playing around too 
much and dropped the throttle to send him up higher. I think if the driver would have remained 
steady on the throttle that just as soon as that gust ofwind settled down then he would have 
come down as well. I have experienced this and just remained balanced and it would come 
back down after a few seconds or so. But another thing I've been thinking about is this.. .if 
someone is 40' in the air on a 65' rope then that only leaves about 50' horizontel distance from 

the kite tube to the boat and at 3 Omph you cover approx:. 44'per second so if the boat driver 
panics and drops the throttle all the way down and the boat stops it wouldn't take much for the 
kite tube to drift over the boat and drop the rider into the boat, which could mean serious 
injury or death. If my math is offl am sorry but this COULD I believe happen, someone please 
correct me if I am wrong. But like in your case you said the kite tube was already decending 
then you backed off the throttle, so in a sense you backing off the throttle caused the kite tube 
to lose any lift from imderneath that it might have had to bring it down smoothly which caused 
it to flip sideways and down into the water. I really hope your friend gets better and I have sent 
you a few pics but I still have to get some better ones. 

45. Chris Says: 
June 1st. 2006 at 4:22 pm 

Ohh I forgot to tell you guys that I rode the kite tube backwards this past weekend for a few 
seconds, I just sit down and grabbed the handles and it went up maybe 4' off the water.. .felt 
kinda wierd and I didn't have much control and didn't want to break my record of no falls so I 
tumed back around but my brothers were tripping out. It was a nice view though.. .you could 
actually see very well just how high you really was. 

46. peter pond Says: 
June 2nd. 2006 at 8:33 am 

used the kite tube for 1st time last weekend,everything was great til i shot to 30' instantly,the 
. tube started getting very unstable up there,so i bailed,hit the water so hard it ripped my shorts 

in two,rested on the beach for 20 minutes,tried agian,same thing ,back up to 30',came crashing 
down,i don't think my body can handle a 3rd violent impact,and everyone else is to scared to 
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use the tube because they might get shot to 30'+.so my question is if we go shorter than 45' on 
the tow line,to say 25' will this eliminate the threat of going to high,but still allow for some lift 
off the water,and being a safe distance from the prop????? 

47. Chris Says: 
June 2nd. 2006 at 11:35 am 

Man just my opinion, 25' might be a little too short, it might be difficult starting off with the 
washout from the inside ofthe wake being so close, I would think it would try and submarine 
really bad, I would try 35' or even 40' first, but ifyou called sportsstuff they might have a 
better answer for you from the safety end, I don't think the prop would be an issue though. 
Something to keep in mind for next time, I know you can't see the wind or anything but ifyou 
shoot up to 30' really quick then it may be gusting too bad to fly it for that day, I think the 
DVD that comes with it says something about it. 

48. HeyTone Says: 
June 3rd. 2006 at 1:08 am 

My brother recently went to 65' rope, and he got it on video. His friends are absolutely nuts 
and some ofthe wipe outs are downright violent. There's two videos at the following link if 
you want to check it out. 

HeyTone.com movies 

49. Duane H. Says: 
June 6th. 2006 at 3:33 pm 

We saw this video at Bass Pro Shops and went out and bought it. We started out at 65 feet of 
rope at approx. 35 MPH. My friend Kevin was doing great for the first 5 minutes and we were 
amazed at the hieght we were getting. The next thing we knew he shot up high in the air and 
was slammed down on his right side at full speed. He was knocked unconcious and had to be 
pulled from the water with rescue breaths given to revive him. We took it back the next day. 

50. MarkSays: 
June 7th. 2006 at 8:28 am 

1 wish we had the problem of getting to high on the Wego Kite Tube. We cannot get the tube 
off the water. The area just below the recessed foot holds is always touching the water. The 
first weekend the tube was under inflated, because we had no foot pump, that explained that. ' 
The second weekend we had it fully inflated, 150-160 pound rider, 10 mile hour head wind, 
and still could not get the tube into the air. The riders have all watched the video. We used 
both the 65' and 55' foot lengths and have tried speeds up to 30 miles on hour. We have 23' -
250 horse I/O - deck boat, with the tow rope attachment about 2/3 ofthe way up the transom. 
Any suggestions would be greatiy apprecaited. Thanks 

51. Steve Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:44 am 
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Mark, 

Keep riding, it will take a few tries to get accustomed to. you should let the tube do all the 
work, we struggled with this, we were trying to really yank on the handle to make it fly. that is 
the wrong thing to do. just graddually pull back and the wind should do the rest, make sure the 
tube is properly inflated very important!!!! be patient, this thing will soar, i have posted here 
before., and PLEASE BE CAREFUL!!!!!!! 
we usually nm anywhere between 28 to 32mph depending on the wind, there should be no 
problem getting a 150 tO 160lb guy or girl up. send me you email i will send you some pics 

52. Michael Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:09 pm 

We tried this last weekend. It was a blast. Started with the rope at 65 feet behind a Seadoo. 
Had a Httle trouble with control at first but once we figured out to go directly into the wind it 
was fine. Ifyou get out of control just sit down and the tube will go back down to the water. 
Even my almost 50 year old mom had a blast. 

53. Calestie Says: 
June7th. 2006 at 11:19 pm 

Our family bought the wego kite tube. We all sat down together and watched the instructional 
video twice!! We are all experienced baoters and have been boating for years. My husband 
crashed hard on the tube. He was coughing up blood and had to be lifeflighted to closest 
hospital. Has broken ribs, bmised, and abdominal problems. This tube is NOT SAFE!!!!! We 
followed instmctions exactly. It is totally unpredictable. DO NOT BUY IT!!!!! 

54. RodSays: 
June 8th. 2006 at 4:06 pm 

We bought a Wego Kite Tube, tried it for a couple weekends, and retumed it this week. It can 
be very dangerous! Please be sure it is properly inflated, do not use in unsteady winds, and the 
boat driver should never let the tube get more than 5 feet off the water. The kite can easily soar 
to 25-30 feet, and dump you off hard. We are experienced boaters and tubers, and think this 
tube will eventually do the same thing to anyone who uses it. It can be a lot of fim, till 
someone gets hurt. The last time we used the tube, the rider hit the water and was 
unconscience for about 10 seconds. We experienced a moderate concussion, bruised ribs, 
coughing up blood, and severe headaches in the short time we used it. Definately not worth the 
risks!! / 

55. DavidSays: 
June 9th. 2006 at 11:24 am 

I just found this site while looking for information about the Wego Kite Tube after a 17 year-
old in Winter Haven, Florida sustained a life-threatening injury while using this product. The 
young man is an experienced wake-boarder who was preparing for the professional circuit (the 
boat driver was also experienced). This young man sustained a 30-40 foot fall when a sudden 
gust ofwind lifted the tube from 10 feet to that height and then flipped him over. He sustained 
a dissection ofthe aorta and has survived only because of prompt emergency care and 6-hour 
surgery in Tampa. 
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This product may provide "thrills," but so does Russian roulette, which is what you are playing 
every time you take a ride on this kite tube. This young man was not an inexperienced "hot 
dog"; he was athletic and experienced. This product should be taken off the market!!! 
Wamings on the tube or on "instructional videos" are not a defense for the continued sale of 
this product. 

For those of you considering purchase and/or use ofthis kite tube, PLEASE review the many 
intemet postings available. Ifyou still decide to use it make sure you have major medical 
coverage and fimeral arrangements. 

56. Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » More Kite Tube Problems... Says: 
June 9th. 2006 at 12:06 pm 

[...] Kite Tube!? WOWT | Kite Tubing Wrhes [...] 

57. 7>o;^Says: 
June 10th. 2006 at 2:46 am 

I have been a boater for many years, my family and I love to tube. 
When I first saw the Wego Kite Tube (overtons I believe) I had to have one. After 1 trip to the 
lake and some fomm searching, I am putting my tube on ebay. This tube has the potential of 
hurting many people, and the one ultimately responsible will be the boat driver. This tube will 
go from skiniming the top ofthe water to 20 feet in a blink of an eye. Now this wouldnt be so 
bad at 15 or so mph. I had a 190 pounder at over 40 mph before the tube would lift in a low 
wind situation. Falling off at 40 mph would not be fun. 
I encourage anyone to watch the videos posted on this site before purchasing a kite tube. Look 
at how violent the crashes are. Think ofthe liability involved if someone gets injured behind 
your boat, or worse. Friends are friends until they are layed up, unable to work, bills are piling 
up lawsuit to follow. 

58. Cader Says: 
June 12th. 2006 at 12:31 pm 

I got on one this weekend and I have to say this is sweet! 
My brother-in-law took about a 10' spill on his head and got a headache but he has has much 
worse on his air chair. Granted we were out on a pretty windy day and we shouldn't have been 
on the first time out. 

I keep reading about people getting hurt on this but a lot of them are starting out with the 65' 
length rope and / or putting it on a ski tower, BOTH of which the instmctions say NOT to 
do!!! 

There is a post about a 100' rope on a tower: 
still recovering Says: 
April 20th, 2006 at 12:53 am 
Using a 100 foot line or tieing to the tower is just stupid. I did a nose dive at 10' and ended up 

in the er. If someone does that at 40' or 75' their dead. 

Not to sound callus but what do you expect? When you don't follow directions you get hurt -
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59. John Stabler Says: 
June 13th. 2006 at 5:19 pm 

I'm all for safe water sports. You should stick within yoiu: limits. You need a driver and 
spotter who know what they're doing. With practice you will control the Wego and not the 
other way round. But you need to take it slowly and identify unsuitable conditions. Wear 
appropriate safety gear and ifyou drive/own the boat you should be insured. 
Personally I like the Wego and it can be alot of fun when used properly. Sure, I've fallen off a 
few times (sometimes spectacularly) but never from a height to cause major damage. You 
should not be flying it at more than 15'. The thing says on it "Don't fly higher than you're 
willing to fall". If it's going too high for you then there is something wrong and you shouldn't 
be using it. 

Dopes on Ropes - Water Skiing and Kite Tubing 

60. admin Says: 
June 13th. 2006 at 8:20 pm 

John, 

From a kite point of view it is not stable, so I am not sure how it can be used safely at all. A 
flat kite needs drag to fly and keep it pointed into the wind. On a flat kite this usually done 
using some sort of tail or drogue shoot. What I see in the videos etc is the kite starts to cobra, 
this is when the kite starts to oscilate back and forth and sort of looks like a snake dancing. 
This is where you get into trouble... if it sways too much one side ofthe kite will catch a little 
more wind and keep going and dump the rider and the kite will crash, usually in a nose dive. 

justmy 2 cents.. 

-Bill 
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"Ray Tsuneyoshi" To: <KBergersen@azgfd.gov>, <anelson@npgcabl8.com>, 
<RTSUNEYOSHI@dbw. <michael_mcginnis@nps.gov>, <firstaid@citlink.net>, 
ca.gov> <doug.schuster@co.mohave,az,us>, <awlrtz@fs.fed.us>, 

cc: <EHuntsman@azgfd.gov>, <fmessman@ndow.org>, 
06/12/2006 11:02 AM <CWall@azgfd.gov>, <JSacco@azgfd.gov> 
MST Subject: Re: Kite Tubes 

What is kind of weird coincidence is that I was just in flight fr om Tennessee to Sacramento, reading the "Sky Mall 
" magazine. The ad for the "Sky Kite " pops up just as th pilot announces that we are flying over Lake Powell. Just 
from the photo's it looks like there is a potential for instability and no protection forthe occupant. 
RayT 

Original Message 
From: Kevin Bergersen <KBergersen@azgfd.gov> 
To: anelson@npgcable.com <anelson@npgcable.com>; michael_mcginnis@nps.gov 
<michael_mcginnis@nps.gov>; firstaid@citlink.net <firstaid@citlink.net>; doug.schuster@co.mohave.az.us 
<doug,schuster@co.mohave.az.us>; awirtz@fs.fed.us <awirtz@fs.fed.us>; D_Toporek@MCSO.maricopa.goy 
<D_Toporek@MCSO.maricopa.gov>; rnary_hinson@nps.gov <mary_hinson@nps.gov>; 
daTren.simmons@co.yuma.az.us<darren.simmons@co.yuma.az.us>; jcooley@fs.fed.us<jcooley@fs,fed,us>; 
gpeaslee@pr.state.az.us <gpeaslee@pr.state.az.us>; dale_enlow@fws.gov <dale_enlow@fws.gov>; 
michael_dodson@blm.goy <michae]_dodson@blm.goy>; jim_holland@nps.goy <jim_holland@nps.gov>; 
IrvineG@ci.lake-hayasu-city.az.us <lrvineG@ci.lake-hayasu-city.az.us>; azfoot@yahoo.com 
<azfoot@yahoo.com>; rknotts@pr.state.az.us <rknotts@pr.state.az.us>; atafoya@cybertrails.com 
<atafoya@cybertrails.com>; tlister@fs.fed.us <tlister@fs.fed.us>; Mark__Law@nps.goy <Mark_Law@nps.goy>; 
steve_luckesen@nps.gov <steve_luckesen@nps.gov>; revans@pr.state.az.us <reyans@pr.state.az.us>; 
tim.sonier@co.mohave.az.us<tim,sonier@co.mohaye.az.us>; Chris_PergieI@nps.gov <Chris_Pergiel@nps.gov>; 
randy.johnson@co.mohaye.az.us <randy.johnson@co.mohaye.az.us>; bpendley@pr.state.az.us 
<bpendley@pr.state.az.us>; Rick_Bennett@nps,goy <Rick_Bennett@nps,gov>; ron,voss@co,yuma,az.us 
<ron.voss@co.yuma.az.us>; Kerry_Haut@nps.gov <Kerry_Haut@nps.gov>; dirk_murphy@nps.gov 
<dirk_murphy@nps.gov>; mark_pita@nps.goy <mark_pita@nps.goy>; cdigerolamo@bullheadschools.com 
<cdigerolamo@bullheadschools.com>; randd@redriyernet.com <randd@redriyernet.com>; 
PNewman@dl 1.uscg.mil <PNewman@dl l.uscg.mil>; SlomaR@ci.Iake-havasu-city.az.us 
<SlomaR@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us>; bmaddox@sbcsd.org <bmaddox@sbcsd.org>; cbrooks@pr.state,az.us 
<cbrooks@pr.state.az.us>; baxlund@coconino.az.goy <baxlund@coconino.az.gov> 

CC: Ray Tsuneyoshi; Ed Huntsman <EHuntsman@azgfd.goy>; Fred Messman <fmessman@ndow.org>; Cindy 
Wall <CWall@azgfd.gov>; Joe Sacco <JSacco@azgfd.goy> 
Sent: Mon Jun 12 08:49:44 2006 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

FYI - There's a new water "toy" out there and many of have already had to pick up the pieces, so a few of you 
already know that we've already input one Arizona boat accident report on these "tube kites" unfortunatley I 
expect more. 

Kevin 

Original Message 
From: Robert Baron rniailto:erfpmdl(a>,cox,net1 
Sent: Fri 6/9/2006 10:47 PM 
To: Kevin Bergersen; Howard Munding 
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

I wonder ifyou have seen any injuries from this device on Phoenix area lakes? Watch out for them. They can 
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mailto:ron.voss@co.yuma.az.us
mailto:Kerry_Haut@nps.gov
mailto:Kerry_Haut@nps.gov
mailto:dirk_murphy@nps.gov
mailto:dirk_murphy@nps.gov
mailto:mark_pita@nps.goy
mailto:mark_pita@nps.goy
mailto:cdigerolamo@bullheadschools.com
mailto:cdigerolamo@bullheadschools.com
mailto:randd@redriyernet.com
mailto:randd@redriyernet.com
http://uscg.mil
mailto:SlomaR@ci.Iake-havasu-city.az.us
mailto:SlomaR@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us
mailto:bmaddox@sbcsd.org
mailto:bmaddox@sbcsd.org
mailto:cbrooks@pr.state.az.us
mailto:baxlund@coconino.az.goy
mailto:baxlund@coconino.az.gov
mailto:EHuntsman@azgfd.goy
mailto:fmessman@ndow.org
mailto:CWall@azgfd.gov
mailto:JSacco@azgfd.goy
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be very traumatic. 

Bob Baron 

From: Luckesen |"mailto:Luckesen@hughes.net'l 
Sent: Friday, June 09,2006 8:59 AM 
To: Kiko Augusto Villalon; Dr. Robert Baron; Richard Blackman; Bill Furbee; Jennifer Killeen; erny kuncl; 

Jim Leach; Fred Messmann; Joe and Nancy; Rngrram@aol.com; Todd Schwede; Ted Woolley 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

In the past three weeks we have had to Airvac four serious injured people from Lake Powell that were engaged 
in a new water activity called Kite Tubing. This activity involves a large round inflated tube that is towed behind a 
boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air to a height of 15 to 60 feet. Controlling 
a khe tube is extremely challenging and the slightest upset in its balance cause the tub to dive down into the water at 
a high rate of speed. The individual on these tubes impacted the water at both the forward tow speed ofthe vessel 
and then at the downward accelerated speed, which can be as high as 70 MPH. As a medic I have responded to three 
of these calls in a one week period and my Kite Tubing patients all had to be Airvac to Level I Trauma Centers. A 
29-year-oId male who suffered a broken neck (double Fx of C-2) and a 26-year-old male with a hemopneumothorax 
produced by broken ribs. My third patient a 14-year old female suffered a whiplash injury and was released from 
the hosipital. Several weeks' earlier another Medic had a similar case at Lake Powell involving a young man with a 
severely punctured lung. Several local hospitals have reported recently seeing Kite Tube patients with simular 
injuries from people that have self transported to their facilities. Taking with other water enforcement agencies they 
are seeing Kite Tubing injuries and I have heard ofone fatality in Texas. This death was due to a transected aortic 
commonly seen in deceleration auto and airplane type accidents. Interviews with friends and family members of 
patients have shown a disturbing trend with this use. In all cases at Glen Canyon NRA, multiple minor Kite Tubing 
injuries occurred with other members ofthe boating party prior to the incidents that required advanced life support. 
All victims stated they were using the kite tubes as directed when they suddenly lifted to dangerous heights, became 
unstable, and plunged up side down into the water. Friends ofthe victims that did not immediately report their 
injuries advised that they had coughing up blood, had torn muscles, whiplash type injuries and broken ribs. 

Go to the following Internet link and then click on the video section in the upper right hand corner. These clip 
show graphically what can happen with these devices. 

http://www.kuty.com/video/?id=16192(a),kutv.davport.com < 
http://vvww.kutv,com/video/?id—16192@,kutv.dayport.com> 

http://www,kuty,com/yideo/?id=1615S@kuty.dayport.coin < 
http://w w w .kutv .com/vi deo/? id= 1615 S@kutv, davport.com> 

http://www.break.com/index/tubingtakeoffhtml 

Glen Canyon is considering banding these device from boating activities on Lake Powell and Dr. Baron has 
also taken an active role in banding these devices. 

Steve 

mailto:Luckesen@hughes.net'l
mailto:Rngrram@aol.com
http://www.kuty.com/video/?id=16192(a),kutv.davport.com
http://vvww.kutv,com/video/?id�16192@,kutv.dayport.com
http://www,kuty,com/yideo/?id=1615S@kuty.dayport.coin
http://w
http://www.break.com/index/tubingtakeoffhtml
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GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 

Two In jured in Kite Tubing Accidents 

Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "kite tubing" accidents in the park last weekend. In both cases, the 
victims were riding kite tubes towed by boats when they lost control ofthe device. Each then fell into Lake Powell from 
heights of between 10 and 40 feet. Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes that are towed by boats at 20 to 40 mph. 
The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air from 15 to 60 feet. Controlling a kite lube is extremely 
challenging and the slightest upset in its balance causes it to fall inlo the water. The first incident occurred on Friday, 
June 2nd, al approximately 2:30 p.m. near the Bullfrog area. A 29-year-old man from SL George, Utah, was riding a 
kite tube when he lost control and fell from a height of 35 to 40 feet while moving at approximately 35 to 40 mph. He 
suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog Medical Clinic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. He was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing, but.the other two 
sustained only minor injuries and were not treated. On the afternoon of Saturday, June 3rd, a 14-y.ear-old girl from 
Houston, Texas, fell from 10 lo 15 feel from her kite tube while being towed al 20 to 25 mph. She lost consciousness 
when she struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was flown by helicopter from 
Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction. After further examination at the hospital, she was released 
without serious injuries. These were the third and fourth accidents this year involving kite lubes. The first accident 
occurred on April 7th and resulted in a punctured lung caused by broken ribs; the second was on May 22nd, when 
another person sustained injuries to the chest and back while using a kite lube. Both of these incidents involved kite 
tube riders losing control of the device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate of speed. The individuals 
involved in these accidents were also transported by helicopter to the hospital. This is the first season that park 
rangers at Glen Canyon have seen kite tubes on the lake. Please see the related safety alert on kite tubing in this 
issue for additional infonnation and for links to two TV news videos on kite tubing accidents. 

More Information 

Contact Information 
Name: Kevin Schneider, Management Assistant 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=lncidents&id=2616 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handIer=viewprintheadline&type=^Incidents&id=2616 6/14/2006 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=lncidents&id=2616
http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handIer=viewprintheadline&type=%5eIncidents&id=2616
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

InsideNPS 
Information Gateway for NPS Employees 

GLEN CANYON NATTONAL RECREATION AREA 

Two In jured in Kite Tubing Accidents 

Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "kite tubing" accidents in the park last weekend. In both cases, the 
victims were riding kite tubes towed by boats when they lost conlrol of the device. Each then fell into Lake Powell from 
heights of between 10 and 40 feet. Kile lubes are large, round inflated tubes that are towed by boats al 20 to 40 mph. 
The user holds onto the kite lube as il rises into the air from 15 to 60 feet. Controlling a kite tube is extremely 
challenging and the slightest upset in its balance causes it to fall inlo the water. The first incideni occurred on Friday, 
June 2nd, at approximately 2:30 p.m. near the Bullfrog area. A 29-year-old man from St. George, Utah, was riding a 
kite tube when he lost control and fell from a height of 35 to 40 feet while moving at approximately 35 to 40 mph. He 
suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog Medical Clinic lo St. Mary's Hospital in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. He was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing, but the other two 
sustained only minor injuries and were not treated. On the afternoon of Saturday, June 3rd, a 14-year-old girl from 
Houston, Texas, fell from 10 to 15 feet from her kite lube while being towed at 20 to 25 mph. She lost consciousness 
when she struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was flown by helicopter from 
Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction. After further examination at the hospital, she was released 
without serious injuries. Tliese were the third and fourth accidents this year involving kite tubes. The firsl accident 
occurred on April 7th and resulted in a punctured lung caused by broken ribs; the second was on May 22nd, when 
another person sustained injuries to the chest and back while using a kite tube. Both of these incidents involved kite 
tube riders losing control of the device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate of speed. The individuals 
involved in these accidents were also transported by helicopter to the hospital. This is the first season that park 
rangers at Glen Canyon have seen kite tubes on the lake. Please see the related safety alert on kite tubing in this 
issue for additional information and for links to two TV news videos on kite tubing accidents. 

More Information 

Contact Information 
Name: Kevin Schneider, Management Assistant 

htlp://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprinlheadline&type=lncidenls&id=2616 

http://inside.nps,gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type-Incidents&id=^2616 6/14/2006 

http://inside.nps,gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type-Incidents&id=%5e2616
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 6, 2006 06-12 

Glen Canyon National 
Recreation Area 

691 Scenic View Dr. 
POBox 1507 
Page, AZ 86040-1507 

CONTACT: Kevin Schneider 
928-608-5208 

Glen Canyon News Release 

Two Injured in "Kite Tubing" Accidents Last Weekend 

Page, Ariz. - Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "Kite Tubing" accidents 
this past Weekend at Glen Canyon National Recreation Area. In both cases, the victims 
were riding Kite Tubes towed by boats when they lost control of the device. The victims 
fell into the waters of Lake Powell from heights between lo and 40 feet. 

The first incident occurred on Friday, June 2 at approximately 2:30 pm near the Bullfrog 
area. The victim, a 29 year- old male from St. George, Utah, was riding a Kite Tube 
when he lost control and fell from a height of 35- 40 feet, while moving at approximately 
35- 40 mph. He suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog 
Medical Clinic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction, Colorado. He was the third 
person in his party that day to be injured while Kite Tubing. The other two individuals 
reported they had minor injuries and were not treated. 

On Saturday afternoon, June 3, a 14- year old girl from Houston, Texas, fell 10-15 feet 
from her Kite Tube while being towed at 20- 25 mph. She lost consciousness when she 
struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was 
flown by helicopter from Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction, 
Colorado. After fiirther examination at the hospital, she was released without serious 
injuries. 

These were the third and fourth accidents this year at Glen Canyon National Recreation 
Area involving Kite Tubes. The first accident occurred on April 7 and resulted in a 
punctured lung caused by broken ribs. On May 22, a second person had injuries to their 
chest and back while using a Kite Tube. Both of these incidents involved Kite Tube 
riders losing control ofthe device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate 
of speed. The individuals involved in these accidents were also transported by 
helicopter to the hospital. 

Kite Tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20- 40 mph. The user 
holds onto the Kite Tube as it rises into the air, 15- 60 feet from the surface ofthe water. 
Controlling a Kite Tube is extremely challenging, and the slightest upset in its balance 
causes the Kite Tube to fall into the water. As a newcomer to the market, this is the first 
season park rangers at Glen Canyon have observed their lise. 

- www.nps.gov Iglca -

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA"" 
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

http://www.nps.gov
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mph and most were 15 to 20 feet in the air when they were either ejected or turne 
accelerated back to the water. Another 10 to 20 mph of speed is added to their fo 
the victims are hitting the water at 45 to 55 mph. These accidents are therefore th' 
70 foot cliff jump, wilh the added component of the victims having no control over 
impact the water. 

More Information,,. 

Contact Information 
Name: Mike Mayer, Chief Ranger 

about inslde.nps.gov | feedback 

http://cIassicinside.nps.gov/headIine.cfm?type=Annoiincements&id=4523 6/9/2006 

http://cIassicinside.nps.gov/headIine.cfm?type=Annoiincements&id=4523
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Kevin Schneider To: David Barna/WASO/NPS@NPS, Elaine Sevy/WASO/NPS@NPS, Karen 
nfi/ns/pfinR n7-4i AM Breslin/DENVER/NPS@NPS, James Doyle/DENVER/NPS@NPS, 

•Xsij;; uD/uo/^uuou/.f I AIVI Patricia Turiey/DENVER/NPS@NPS, Rick Frost/DENVER/NPS@NPS, 
• ^ Mo I QQ. 

Subject: Grand Junction Daily Sentinel: Two injured at Lake Powell riding popular 
kite tubes 

Two injured at Lake Powell riding popular kite tubes 

Wednesday, June 07, 2006 

By SALLY SPAULDING 

The Daily Sentinel 

Two people were injured at Lake Powell last weekend while riding "kite tubes" pulled by boats in the Glen 
Canyon National Recreation Area. 

Both victims, a 29-year-old male from St. George, Utah, and a 14-year-old giri from Houston, Texas, were 
flown to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction for treatment 

Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite 
tube as it rises into the air, 15 to 60 feet from the surface of the water. 

The product was released widely on the market this year and runs about $500. 

This is the first season park rangers at Glen Canyon have observed the use of kite tubes, said Kevin 
Schneider ofthe National Park Service. 

The first incident ofthe weekend occurred on Friday near the Bullfrog Marina area. The 29-year-old male 
lost control of the kite tube and fell roughly 40 feet while moving at approximately 40 mph. 

He suffered a broken neck and was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing. 

On Saturday, the 14-year-old giri was being towed at about 25 mph when she fell between 10 and 15 
feet. 

She lost consciousness when she struck the water and was flown from the Iceberg Canyon area of the 
lake to St. Mary's. 

She was released from the hospital without "serious" injuries, according to Schneider. 

Schneider said the weekend accidents were the third and fourth accidents this year at Glen Canyon 
National Recreation Area involving kite tubes. 

The first two incidents also sent victims to SL Mary's Hospital and involved broken bones, a punctured 
lung and other injuries. 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
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Kevin Schneider 

06/08/2006 07:41 AM 
MST 

fyi 

To: Kitty Roberts/GLC/VNPS@NPS, Nancie E Ames/GLC/VNPS@NPS, 
Susan Perkins/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Stan 
Burman/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Pat Quinn/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Hank 

cc: 
Subject: Fw: Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
928-608-6208 
— Fonwarded by Kevin Schneider/GLCA/NPS on 06/08/2006 07:40 AM 

"Paul Ostapuk" TO: <Kevin_Schneider@nps.gov> 
<postapuk@cableone.n cc: 
et> Subject: Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 
06/08/2006 07:39 AM 
MST 

Hi Kevin, 

I wanted to let you know that the Friends of Lake Powell has started a letter writing campaign to remove 
this new dangerous product from the market 

Have spoken to the manufacturer (Sportsstuff) and several distributors asking them to give this product 
immediate attention. 

Thank you for your recent press release and have fun at the celebrations at Park Service Headquarters. 1 
am on my way out of town to the Old Spanish Trail Annual Convention and will miss today's planned 
activities. 

Paul Ostapuk 
Friends of Lake Powell 

mailto:Kevin_Schneider@nps.gov
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"Robert Baron" 
<erfpmd1@cox.net> 

06/07/2006 10:06 PM 
MST 

To: "Mayer, Mike" <Mike_Mayer@NPS.gov> 
cc: "Steve Luckesen" <Luckesen@Hugl;ies.Net>, 

<erfpmd1@cox.net> 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

"Baron, Robert'" 

FYI 

From: Robert Baron [maiIto:erfpmdl@cox,net] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 07, 2006 10:06 PM 
To: Kitty Roberts (Kitty_Roberts@nps.gov) 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

Kitty, 

I have been following the cases of injuries concerning the operation of Kite Tubes. I believe the. 
information collected on the lake, the need to airiift 4 people from the lake in 3 weeks with 1 having a 
broken neck and 2 others having major chest injuries suggests that this "toy" is just plain foo dangerous. 
If you have not seen video dips of the use of these kites, please go to KUTV.com, click on the video 
section in the upper right hand corner and click the button that says "see all". Scroll through the options 
and there you will find a clip from 6/5 & 6/5. These videos show graphically what can happen wilh these 
devices. 

Kitty, I have heard that your Rangers are suggesting the writing of a compendium that would ban the use 
ofthese Kite Tubes on the lake. From an injury prevention viewpoint, I have to agree. Please let me 
know how this all progresses. 

Sincerely, 

Bob Baron 

mailto:erfpmd1@cox.net
mailto:Mike_Mayer@NPS.gov
mailto:erfpmd1@cox.net
mailto:Kitty_Roberts@nps.gov
http://KUTV.com
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Bmce Malloy 

05/10/2006 09:34 AM 
CDT 

To: Randy Y Larson/PAIS/NPS@NPS 
cc: Dale Antonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS, 

Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, Linden Schlenker/BICA/NPS@NPS, 
Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS, Mike 

Subject: Re: Kite TubingU 

Thanks for the heads up on this potentially dangerous activity. We have not experienced any interest in 
these types of "above the water" activities. But we anticipated that we would in the future, therefore last 
year we crafted and implemented a Compendium prohibition o n all ofthese activities except 
windsurfing/sailboarding. We have not had any comments, negative or positive, on this prohibition. 

$ 1.5 Closures and Public Use Limits 
(a) Consistent with applicable legislation and Federal administrative policies, and based upon a 
determination that such action is necessary for the maintenance of public health and safety, protection of 
environmental or scenic values, protection of natural or cultural resources, aid to scientific research, 
implementation of management responsibilities, equitable allocation and use of facilities, or the 
avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities, the superintendent may: 
(1) Establish, for all or a portion of a park area, a reasonable schedule of visiting hours, impose public 
use limits, or close all or a portion ofa park area to all public use or to a specific use or acfivity. 

Kitesurfing, kiteboarding, hang gliding, and parasailing (board riding while attached to 
wind-driven parachute-like objects or wing devices and/or towed by a vessel or vehicle) are 
prohibited. The closure is in effect on all park waters. 

Kitesurfing/boarding, hang gliding, and parasailing within the National Recreation Area has been 
deemed an inappropriate activity given safety concems and resource conflicts that the park is 
mandated to prevent. The reservoir is a highly used public area with many recreational activities 
including swimming, fishing, camping, and boating. These activities have a long history of 
compatible use. Kitesurfing/boarding, and parasailing requires large open areas free of people, 
obstacles, and other activities. Accepted safety practices by kitesurfing/boarding and parasailing 
associations and groups advocate no kiteboard or parasailing use in swim areas and avoidance of 
obstacles. A kite or parasail being operated in the air has a reach of at least 100' and kite lines under 
tension can cut anything they touch like a razor. Hang gliding while attached to a vessel or vehicle is 
also prohibited due to the inherent safety risks associated with this activity and the dangers to others 
either in the towing vessel/vehicle or others nearby. A closure will ensure the safety of park visitors 
and avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities. This closure does not include 
sailboarding, where a sail is permanently affixed to the board. 

Bruce Malloy 
Chief Ranger 
Amistad National Recreation Area 
4121 Veterans Blvd. 
Del Rio, Texas 78840 
830-775-7492 exL 213 

Randy Y Larson 

Randy Y Larson 

v.!..-, 05/09/200612:39 PM 
.̂ t-̂ • CDT 

To: Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS 
cc: Bruce Malloy/AMIS/NPS@NPS, DaleAntonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, 

Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS, Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS. 
Linden Schlenker/BICA/NPS@NPS, Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS 

Subject: Re: Kite TubingQ 
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We have not experienced Kite Tubing but the rage on the coastlines of the country over the last several 
years is Kiteboarding (also called Kitesurfing). Kiteboarders use smallish like surfboards with footstraps 
tethered by a 30 meter kevlar line to a parachute. With strong winds kiteboarders use the parachute sail 
to achieve surface speeds of 30 MPH and in doing so can actually "take off" and get airborne for brief 
periods. 

Our primary concern was a myriad of visitor safety conflicts. At 20-30 MPH a kevlar line could actually 
sever a limb or neck of a sunbather, swimmer, windsurfer, etc. Further compounding our issue is that 
PAIS is. one of the top 5 windsurfing areas in the country. Windsurfing is embraced and managed by the 
park and fully compatible with our mission. However the two issues were not compatible together. 
Windsurfers generally sail perpendicular to the wind while kiteboarders travel parallel with the wind. What 
we were seeing was an "unguarded intersection" with the potential for a cross collision or "clothesline" at 
a combined speed of 35-50 MPH. A kevlar line across a body could be disastrous. 

We spent a lot of time debating the issue in the park and I met with two local outfitters in Corpus Christi 
who had the majority ofthe kiteboarding business. As I looked into accepted safety practices by 
kiteboarding associations and various kiteboarding group I found commonly accepted standards that 
advocated no kiteboard use in swim areas and avoidance of crowded beaches. In the end a closure was 
deemed necessary to ensure the safety of park visitors and avoid conflict with other visitor use activities. 

We talked over the applicability of 36 CFR 2.17 with the Solicitor, WASO, and others. We received mixed 
opinions on the applicability of 2.17, so in the end a compendium closure was crafted which prohibits 
Kiteboarding at PAIS. 

Surprisingly the closure has gone well. I think the safety issue was pretty obvious to everyone and it 
helped having many alternative sites outside the park for Kiteboarding. 

Hope this helps. 

Randy Larson 
Chief Ranger 
Padre Island National Seashore 
(361)949-8173x237 

Mike Mayer 

,-•/•:,. Mike Mayer To: Dennis Weiland/CH1C/NPS@NPS, Dale Antonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, 
05/08/2006 11-51 AM ^''^^^ Malloy/AMIS/NPS@NPS, Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS, 
»;IST • Randy YLarson/PAlS/NPS@NPS, Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, 

Linden Schlenker/B1CA/NPS@NPS, Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS 
cc: 

Subject: Kite Tubing 

The next thing that will cause us trouble with injuries and deaths. Kite Tubing. Three weeks ago we had 
our first near fatality from this activity. If you haven't seen this you need to go to the web site. 
www.sportstuff.com. Its made by WEGO Kite Tube and in my estimation they won't be in business long. 

Our guy was 75' behind the boat, traveling 28 mph, and about 10-12 feet off the water. The kite tube 
inverted and plunged or rammed the water surface. Seems innocent enough, but 30mph forward speed + 
accelerated downward plunge = unconscious tuber with three broken ribs and punctured lung. He was 
pulled from the water, unconscious and face down (est. 45 sec.) by his party and taken to shore where we 
air lifted him. We have a history of folks that died from cliff jumping from 20-30 feet and routinely die 
from 70+feet. " 

It won't be long until someone figures oul that if we put a 400 foot rope on the kite tube then it can get 50 

http://www.sportstuff.com
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feet in the air. 

I am just curious if any of you have experienced this yet? 

Mike Mayer 
Chief Ranger 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
office 928-608-6253 
cell 928-640-0429 
928-608-6259 FAX Office 
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Kevin Schneider To: Kitty Roberts/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Nancie E Ames/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
nR/ns/pnoR mn'^ AIVI ^ "^^" Perkins/GLC/VNPS@NPS, MikeMayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Stan 
uwuo/<iuuD I u.uo «ivi Burman/'GLCA/NPS@NPS, Pat Quinn/GLCA/NPS@NPS. Hank 

Subject: arizona daily sun: Kite tubing injuries on Lake Powell a worry 

From the Arizona Daily Sun, Flagstaff 

Kite tubing injuries 
By CYNDY COLE 

Sun Staff Reporter 

06/08/2006 

on Lake Powell a worry; 

• 

A large, disc-like inflatable tube that lets water recreationists 'take flight' on Lake Powell is also 
leading to emergency room trips. 

One product retailer is saying the new toy towed behind boats at Lake Powell lets riders "fly 
through the air like a bird... reaching incredible new heights." 

After four injuries this summer in which riders were also flown to the hospital, the National Park 
Service is waming that the kite-like device is causing broken bones and comparing the new sport 
to cliff jumping, which is prohibited. 

The toys are round, iriflatable discs about 10 feet in diameter that are pulled behind boats. The 
rider lies flat on top of them as the boat gets going, then sometimes soars into the air at 
45-degree angle, half-standing on them, shifting the body weight back away from the boat with a 
yank. There are footholds and handles. 

It's like riding on top of a big, inflatable disc. 

"The slightest movement by the user to upset the balance will cause it to tumble into the water," 
recreation area spokesman Kevin Schneider said. 

Videos on Web sites that sell the Kite Tube for about $600 show one rider hanging half-on, 
half-off, legs dangling. 

In other clips, riders appear to soar 10 or 20 feet above the water on the disc, which has a skull 
and crossbones logo on the underside. 

Four people have been flown ont of Glen Canyon National Recreation Area with injuries after 
riding Kite Tubes. • 
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"This is the first time we've actually seen them in Glen Canyon National Recreation Area," 
Schneider said. 

Friday, a 29-year-old man from St. George was about 35 or 40 feet in the air, being pulled at 35 
or 40 miles per hour when he fell. His neck was broken. He was the third person in his group that 
day to be hurt, though the other injuries in his group were considered minor. 

On Saturday, a 14-year-old girl form Texas fell from the kite 10-15 feet and was knocked 
unconscious when she hit the water. 

"In some ways this is similar to chff jumping, because you have a person falling into the water at 
a high distance and relatively high rate of speed," Schneider said. He added riders are not in 
control of how they hit the water. 

Cliff jumping was banned across Lalce Powell last year. The Park Service has made posters -
they can be found taped up in convenience stores near the lake - out ofa video ofone man who 
jumped off a cliff and was never seen alive again. His friends were holding the video camera. 

The Park Service is allowing the new devices, but is reviewing accidents as they happen. 

A ban on Kite Tubes would be within the park's authority, Schneider said. 

Cyndy Cole can be reached at ccole@azdailysun.com or at 913-8607. 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
928-608-6208 

mailto:ccole@azdailysun.com
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« World's largest kite flies in Tokyo 
321 kite-flyers held in a crackdown against metal-wire use » 

KiteTube!? 

Ads by Gooooooqie 

Wego Kite Tube - In 
Stock 
Free Shipping and 
choice of Free Life 
Vest or Pump with 
each order! 
www.BoalTube.cpm 

Overton's Water 
Sports 
Your one stop shop for 
all your Marine and 
Watersports needsl 
www.overtons.com 

Just reading the Toronto Kite Fliers mailing list today and someone posted a 
link to a bizanre "kite" that is towed behind a boat. It's called the WEGO KITE 
TUBE produced by SPORTSSTUFF. 

So the idea is basically you convince some fearless individual to climb on top of 
this inflated disk, tear down the lake at top speed and with some "control" the 
rider can launch the kite tube in fhe air and remain air borne. As long as you 
have enough speed, and you keep the right angle of attack you should be ok. 
(mildly insane but ok) 

Personally I don't think I would do it... there are a few spills in that video that 
look like they could have been a lot worse... you can check out the video here: 
Kite Tube Video. 

This entry was posted on Tuesday, February 28th, 2006 at 8:57 pm and is filed under General. You can follow any 
responses to this entry through the RSS 2,0 feed. You can leave a response, or trackback from your own site. 

60 Responses to "Kite Tube!?" 

1. Al Says: 
March 3rd. 2006 at 4:33 pm 

The wego kite tube by sportsstuff is defmitely going to be an interesting ride, living in 
minnesota, I have not been able to get on this tube yet (it was released in January and our lakes 
are froze, obviously). But I sell this tube at MN Boat Shows, and as such, I have personally 
watched this video a few hundred times. 

The WEGO will be, a very safe tube if used right, as you can see in the video that ifyou don't 
want to spill on the tube, you will not have to. The girl in the video stays at a constant 5-10 
feet off the water when she wants to. 1 personally can not wait to ride this tube. We are 
cmrently thinking about taking this tube in the locks, where there is open water right now. 

http://www.steadywinds,com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

http://Steadywdnds.com
http://www.BoalTube.cpm
http://www.overtons.com
http://www.steadywinds,com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/
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simply because I am so excited to ride it. And you will not have to go "top speed" the 
maximum recommended speed to pull this tube is 14-28 m.p.h, depending on the wind speed 
on your lake. 

2. Stephanie Says: 
March 6th. 2006 at 8:22 am 

That looks like a blast! You get one and I'll try it <§) 

3. jack Says: 
March7th. 2006 at 11:51 am 

we live on a small lake that we ski and tube we were wondering if the tube can be tumed in 
air since our lake is only about 1/2 mile long plz reply jack 

4. JON Says: 
March 9th. 2006 at 4:31 pm 

Hello Jack, 

Go ahead and get one man its crazy. Speaking from riding the Kite tube it is speechless. A 1/2 
mile lake should be ok on the tums all you have to do is slow down and bring the rider down 
to the water and then tum. This not like a regular tube where it is rider versus boat driver. You 
have to watch the tube so if he gets to high you can gradually slow down to let him down out 
ofthe air. I have ridden mine like a regular deck tube and lower speeds and wind conditions 
and it performs awsome. Going on a whip the all sudden it catches a litte air then off to riding 
it like a deck tube again. My friends have gotten 3 o to 40 feet in the air on this thing. One 
friend only want to go 5 feet in the air so we watched him in the reer view mirrow ofthe boat 
to make sure he didn't get to high. In summary i would say to get man you can always go to a 
bigger lake to for long runs. But short lake it will work. I remember we practiced like 10 rides 
and we were able to do a gradual tum not like a whip but gradual m the air. Going against the 
wind is key when going with the wind you don't get as high but thats ok we just ride like a 
huge deck tube with occassional ups and dows of 1 foot or so. SO GET MAN AND TELL 
YOUR FRIENDS! Oh ya there is a instructional video and riding vidoe at there website. 
www.SP0RTSSTUFF.COM 

HOPE THAT HELPS POST YOUR COMMENTS IF YOU GET ONE OR ANYMORE 
QUESTIONS! 

5. Chris Says: 
April 8th. 2006 at 9:43 am 

Just bought a new Malibu V-Drive, traded in my 2005 Supra inboard for a larger, faster, v-
drive with a tower. Can't wait to try this out!! Is it any more difficult for the driver to control 
the boat with the tube in the air? And have you ever tried hooking it up on the Tower to get 
more height? Let me know. 

Thanks! 

Chris 

http://www.steadywinds.comyarchives/2006/02/28/kite-nibe/ 6/14/2006 

http://www.SP0RTSSTUFF.COM
http://www.steadywinds.comyarchives/2006/02/28/kite-nibe/
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6. marc Says: 
April 18th. 2006 at 3:16 pm 

Hey Chris 

I had the same idea about hooking it up to the tower, 3 out 5 guys landed in the ER that night, 
The air we caught was unreal. Approx 40ft on a 65ft line. It was cool but insane all at the same 
time. If you do hook it their be prepared for a rough fall. Good Luck 

Marc 

7. Cecil Says: 
April 19th. 2006 at 4.55 pm 

Does anyone know what will happen ifl hook it up to my pylon with a 100ft. barefoot line? I 
was thinking about running 40mph into a 20mph head wind. How tight would that be? 

8. still recovering Says: 
April 20th. 2006 at 12:53 am 

Using a 100 foot line or tieing to the tower is just stupid. I did a nose dive at 10' and ended up 

in the er. If someone does that at 40' or 75' their dead. 

9. adog Says: 
April 23rd. 2006 at 3:05 am 

we used the 65 ft cord and to the tower on a ski nautique 210 air and got AT LEAST 50 ft 
before he fell on his neck... .knocked him out but us Texas boys dont go to the ER till there are 
limbs hanging off"..... 

10. Steve Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 1:06 am 

All the videos i have seen have people on the wego kite tube that are about ISOlbs, will this 
tube fly with lets say a 2001b fat boy.... loi 

11. DRaley Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 9:38 am 

1 road one last weekend. I could NOT control the height or dipping from side to side (think 
real kite) If I had not had on a professionally ski jacket I would have been ER. I am wearing a 
6 inch wide bruise from the bottom of my jacket to my knee. 

12. areamike Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 10:16pm 

I put a video on our Family website of us riding this Kite Tube for the first time this last 
weekend. 
(chck on Kite tubing Video) 
http://www.fauxpas.org/modules/xoopsgallery/view_album.php?set_albumName=album44 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

http://www.fauxpas.org/modules/xoopsgallery/view_album.php?set_albumName=album44
http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/
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The last wipeout in the video is insane.. .use at your OWTNI risk is an unserstatement. This thing 
can be a great ride as long as you have a GOOD boat driver and STEADY headwinds. Do not 
use in Wind gusts! 

13. Cody Says: 
AjmVrith. 2006 at 2:44 am 

AAAAjĵ â  looked like a nasty spill. How was he afterwards? 

For anybody interested in purchasing this tube, I would recommend checking out this one... 
httpV/www.sevylor.com/towables.html 

I rode it last weekend and I was high flying just like on the video in about 15 minutes. 

14. bdog Says: 
April28th. 2006 at 12:43 am 

A collapsed lung and a broken wrist are pretty serious—^BUT at least all of us were tough 
enough to stay conscious. 

15. Meagan Says: 
May2nd. 2006 at 11:10 am 

I watched a friend of mine die when he fell off of the wego kite tube, it was the most awful 
thing I will ever expierence. He broke his neck when he hit the water. Please, please don't use 
this tube!! 

16. greg Says: 
Ma;^4th. 2006 at 9:39 pm 

Anyone riding this thing should check this out. 
http://www.kfdml.com/engine.pl?station=kfdm&id=14598&template=breakoutlocal.html 

17. Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube Claims Life Says: 
MaMth.2006at 11:17pm 

[...] A link to this story was posted as a comment to an earlier post I made about the Kite 
Tube. Based on this story and a number ofthe comments to the last kite tube post it's not safe! 
Please don't take your life into your own hands with one ofthese. The constantly changing 
angle-of-attack, combined with weight shifts from the rider and the lack of drag make this an 
extremely unpredictable "kite". [...] 

18. joe Says: 
May9th. 2006 at 9:40 am 

I can;t belive the connnents that i'm reading about. 
i'm realy freaking out. 
my friend bought one and we flwe it this Sunday and he had a nasty spill whent the thing 
whent up and flipped over becuase ofthe wind that threw him off and he's def in one ear for 4 
weeks becuase he broke his eardrum when it smacked him down onto the water surface fter 
going 29 feet high © :( 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

http://www.sevylor.com/towables.html
http://www.kfdml.com/engine.pl?station=kfdm&id=14598&template=breakoutlocal.html
http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/
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we;re plaiming on doin it again> 
big tip: DON NOT USE IN HEAVY WINDS OR GUSTS, HAVE AN EXPERIENCED 
BOAT DRIVER. 

19. Brian Says: 

Mav nth. 2006 at 11:08 pm 

Meagan, please email me at briaiimazzola(g),gt.rr.com. Thank you. 

20. SCOTT Says: 
May 15th. 2006 at 2:22 pm 
I bought 1 last week we have come close to getting it flying how fast are you going to get it to 
fly 

21. wz7/Says: 

May 15th. 2006 at 7:32 pm 

Does anyone know which kite tube is steadier the Manta or the WEGO KITE TUBE? 

22. Chris.. Says: 
May 16th. 2006 at 3:39 pm 
I bought one ofthese last week and I have ridden it approx. 7-8 times now and getting pretty 
good with it, Yesterday I flew about 20' or so probobly 5-6 different times with good control, 
it was really steady going up and coming down, when I was first using it, it come down 
sideways a few times but I just held on and it corrected itself Now on the other hand, a friend 
of mine was on it yesterday also and a gust ofwind caught him and he quickly soared to about 
30' and got out of balance and flipped it and fell 30' at 30mph and he thought he broke his arm, 
although he didn't and he is alright. I honestly love this thing and think its a blast but after 
yesterday I dop't think I'm going to let my friends get on it unless they sign a release form or 
something and 1 will probobly only let like me and my brothers on it anymore. It can be 
dangerous but everything that really gets your adrenahne pumping is a little dangerous, 1 
suggest just doing like the manual and video says and starting with the 45' rope for 12 times 

then the 55' rope for 24 times until you get used to it then the 65'. Good luck and stay 
balanced. 

23. Steve Says: 

May 17th. 2006 at 7:55 am 

scott, 

i have had mine for 2 weeks, flying it great! we were only doing about 27mph or 30, into a 10 
to 15 wind 
what is your email and i will send you some pics. 

24. Steve Says: 
Mav 17th. 2006 at 7:58 am 

correction on the speed only going 20 to 25mph 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-ttibe/ 6/14/2006 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-ttibe/
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25. SCOTT Says: 
May 17th. 2006 at 2:22 pm 

We have fried 25-35 mph we can but the winds were no more that about lOmh my e-mail is 
maxie5612fg),yahoo.com pics would be appreciated. 

26. Chris Says: 
May 19th. 2006 at 10:27 am . 

My friend purchased the wego and we took it out, it was really fim at first, but then I was 
riding it and for no reason it took off about 40-50 feet in the air and went out of confrol and 
slammed me down hard onto the water. Now I am an avid wakeboarder, tube rider, thrill 
seeker, but this thing is going to kill someone! 1 recentely read that it did actually kill some 
one. Well we decided to try it again the next day and my friend was on it and it did the same 
thing to him went about 30 feet up then took a hard nose dive right to the water it wrapped him 
up in the tube and slammed him so hard it tore his ael in his knee and broke 2 ribs. This tube is 
a great idea but they need to redesign it. They had better watch out or as sue happy as this 
world is there will be a major lawsuit against them. 

27. Steve Says: 
May 21st. 2006 at 9:12 pm 

Chris, 
we have been getting some serious air on the tube also. One of my buddies stayed up for 35 
seconds( our longest ride ofthe day), he was @ lOtolS feet on this ride, i can relate to the nose 
dive, were you guys in cross winds or calm day? 

28. Taylor Says: 
May 21st. 2006 at 10:20 pm 

I just bought one ofthese today and I will say it is alot of fun, but this thing can get out of 
confrol. As a former member ofthe Coast Guard I guess I should know better but I Was pulling 
my friend and decided to push the envelope and I sent him into orbit, probably about 40'. My 
natural reaction was to pull back on the throttle, well that was the wrong thing to do becuse he 
came barreling down into the water and messed his knee up bad. Anyway we are going to keep 
using it, but we are going to be alot more carefial. 

29. Taylor Says: 
May 22nd. 2006 at 3:55 pm 

Quick note I have ultimafly decided to sell this thing, I don't want to be responsible for killing 
a friend. I now think this thing is much to dangerous. I saw somewhere earlier that there are 
some guys from Texas. Just to let you know that a buddy of mine is a game warden here in 
Texas and this thing will be ILLEGAL to use buy the end ofthis summer, he assures me. So I 
guess ifyou are in Texas 1 would start thinking about selling as soon as you can because you 
won't be able to sell them after that. 

30. FTC924 Says: 
May 23rd. 2006 at 12:54 pm 

My friends and I had this monster out yesterday here in Illinois. We are all over 200 lbs and in 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 
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good shape and thought this thing would be easy. We hooked it to the back of our wave-runner 
and began at 45'. We were able to hop across the water but the tube was defmitely unsteady 
and would throw us off without notice like we were rag dolls. Towards the end of our first riui 
we were able to get the tube to around 5 foot above the water for a few seconds at a time. The 
last run at 45' (before we were going to extend the rope to 55') I was at 5-8 foot above the 
water and the tube decided it was done and tumed over and face-planted me into the water. 1 
thought my jaw was broke. 

Since my jaw was not broke, we went to 55' and began to get this thing to 10 feet. However, 
not matter what we did, if we hit a gust ofwind or a cross wind, the tube would twist and tum 
and thow us off. All this time we were keeping the MPH's around 30-35 because we wanted to 
leam first. Then one my friends signaled to go faster so we upped the speed to 40 MPH and up 
he went to approx 15 feet. He seemed to have major problems keeping the tube steady at that 
height and speed and right before (and I mean right before) the tube decided to tum over and 
nose dive to the water, he jumped off and landed on his feet. We all think we was lucky. 

We finally decided to try the 65' foot length and I am man enough tp say that we were not 
ready (or "I" was not ready). I was the first to try it and wanted to increase the speed to 40-45. 
During my run, I was easily flying 10-15 feet in the air and it seemed to me that 1 was getting 
the hang of it. But then I caught a huge gust of wind that took me to 30 feet in the air instantly 
and then, even faster, it turned to the left and then whipped to the right and threw me off into 
the water and I landed right on my back. It knocked the ( '̂̂ %!$@ out of me and I could hardly 
breathe for a good 5-7 minutes. 1 thought my neck and back were shattered. I have not gone to 
the doctor yet but 1 have eaten two bottles of aspirin since yesterday. It does disturb me that I 
landed exacfly how that 33 year old guy landed in Texas that was killed. AND HE WAS 
ONLY AT 15 FEET. I was double that. 

Anyways, we do many exfreme sports but are always in confrol and we can always push the 
sport to our abilities. One thing I know for sure, you cannot see the wind nor can you control it 
and whfle on the Wego Kite Tube it is hard to control it as well. One thing I notice in the 
manual you get with the tube, it states that the weight limit ofthe tube is 2001bs but it seems to 
me that the hghter the person is, the more unconfrollable the tube will be since it is 10 feet 
wide. I thought the weight limit was 200 lbs because the tube would not get off the water at 
weights above 200. WRONG!!!! In fact, at the end ofthe day yesterday we decided to put two 
guys on the tube and ride it like a conventional tube whipping them in figme-S's and stuff like 
that. This is 425 lbs on this monster and as I whipped them around the first circle, they GOT 
AIR and were 2-3 feet over the water!!!!! 

I am calling Sportsstuff today for answers to my questions and will advise as to what they say. 

Does anyone have experience on the Manfra flying tube? It is easier to confrol when flying? 1 
have watched the video and it does seem easier but then again it was being ridden by a 
professional. Someone please advise. 

31. Cody Says: 
May 24th. 2006 at 9:48 am 

The Manta is much safer than the WEGO, it has rope handles that you hold onto so that you 
can suck the wings in to steady it out, and fly for a few minutes at at time. I knew the WEGO 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-ttabe/ 6/14/2006 
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was gorma be bad news from the beginning. Now 1 won't even be able to do my favorite thing 
come to the end ofthe summer. 

32. JJSays: 
May 25th. 2006 at 3:27 pm 

We just got oiu: Wego and it is AWESOME! I was a bit nervous the 1 st time out, but now I 
can't get enough. Ifyou and the boat driver/spotter take the time to watch the instmctional 
DVD, read the manual and actually use as directed it's a great ride! It takes getting use to and I 
recommend starting with the shortest ofthe ropes until you get comfortable with it, but we 
have had no problems towing at around 25-27 MPH. I can see how it would be dangerous if 
not used properly, but you can say that about anything. Common sense-it says right on the 
tube, only kite as high as your willing to fall. I give it two thumbs up!!! 

33. Shellie Says: 
Mav 26th. 2006 at .11:21 pm 

Wrap me in bubble wrap and give me a helmet, I'll try it! 

34. Michael Laninga Says: 
Mav 27th. 2006 at 11:44 am 

My son (18 years old) had a nasty crash on a Wego Kite Tube May 25th. He suffered a broken 
back and three broken bones in his left foot. He will be in a back brace for 6 - 8 weeks and 
requfre surgury on his foot. He missed his High School graduation and all night party too. 
Worse he has lost his summer employment at a youth camp. This is a very dangerous toy. 

35. James Says: 
Mav28th. 2006 at 11:00 am 

Hi, i am thinking about getting a wego, but am wondering if our boat can handle it, its a 79 
doral 6cyl mercruzer 165h, can someone tell me if this is sufficiant, to pull this crazy thing, 
thanks James. 

36. Ill ripper Says: 
May 29th. 2006 at 10:54 am 

my name is Ul ripper and i just got back from the hospital last night from crashing down off 
the kite tube we had it hooked up to the tower in out boat not a good idea..i dont really rember 
what happened b/c i suffered from amniesa but i was told i feell from 20 feet in the air and 
became uncounsious i recomend not getting one!!!!! 

37. Chris Says: 
May 30th. 2006 at 11:28 am 

I wrote earlier and told ya'll about my buddy that fell from about 30' well he's getting better 
with a little shoulder pain still but will be ok. 1 had this thing out again this weekend and I 
have to say that I personally am getting pretty good with it, I can fly it about 15'-20' very 
smoothly and bring it back down no problem, Ido have to say though that I ride motorcycles 
alot and do have pretty good balance, which I believe is the key to the kite tube. I am still the 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-ttibe/ 6/14/2006 
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only person that has been on my kite tube who has not flipped off at some point. I love it and 
can't get enough. If the wind isn't blowing very much I'll get my wife to drop the throttle all 
the way down to about 40mph so that I can get more air but if the wind is blowing pretty good 
or it is gusting then 25 works really well, I can get 15' With, the 45' or the 65' rope easily. But 1 
can see were a cross wind could throw you off course and put it out of control ifyou didn't 
expect it, so I suggest staying balanced and expect the worst and hope for the best when flying 
high but I have had no problems at all. Oh and 165HP should pull it fine, I have a 19'Chaparral 
with 190HP and it has no problems at all pulling it. Just be carefiil using the kite tube and 
follow ALL of the instructions or ride at your own risk. 

38. Derek Says: 
May 30th. 2006 at 2:41 pm 

Ive taken hard/high(30') falls and next time im wearing a protec helmet and neck brace... 
maybe even a mouth piece, just dont use it in high winds,cross winds, use alot of air in the tube 
and alot of balance when your up there, also pull into the wind as sfraight on as you can 

39. James Says: 
May31st. 2006 at 12:35 am 

hijthanks chris ,i will ride carefully, cheers James 

40. jason Says: 
May 31 St. 2006 at 8:52 am 

Had my first experience this past Memorial day. Chris is dead on with the wind situation. It 
was pretty windy that day. The kite goes up very well, but ifyou have some wind gusts, no 
amount of balance is going to help you. It is like trying to fly an airplane with one wing, it 
started the side to side shaking very violently and I came off of it at about 25'. Needless to say, 
the water feels like concrete when you hit it at that height and moving at about 35mph. On a 
good ligt wind day, you should be able to fly it with some nifty balancing. Even though it hurt 
when I fell, i will get back on it again. A glutton for punishment i quess!! 

41. Steve Says: 
May 31st. 2006 at 5:41 pm 

O.K. guys here is our story... memorial day weekend, friend of ours was riding the kite tube 
on the 65 ft line, was flying great! at (^15 to 20' all of a sudden he went to 40' in a split 
second, he had excellent confrol ofthis thing, he got a bit nervous and couldnt figure how to 
get it down lower, we backed of throttle a bit and tube went sideways and threw him off 
unfortunally he suffered a compressed vertabrae. i have posted here before and wanted to see if 
you guys could control the up and down on this thing, the fall he took was not really from the 
40ft because he was comming back down when we throttled back, the side ofthe tube actually 
hit the water first and then slung him off. we have been very carefiall when flying this thing, 
we all will still ride, i really beheve this is the most exfreme water sport out there. 

42. Steve Says: 
May 31st. 2006 at 5:45 pm 
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Hey chris send me some pics!!!! stevewbarco(g).aol.com 

43. Steve Says: 
May 31st. 2006 at 5:54 pm 

FTC, 

let me know when you talk to sportsstuff im interested in what they have to say 
thanks 

44. Chris Says: 
June 1st. 2006 at 4:13 pm 

Steve, 
Not saying it was the boat drivers fault in this case but I've been thinkmg about this same 
situation and this is what I have come up with. If he was flying it great at 20' then the only 
thing that shot him up fiirther was a gust ofwind imless someone was playing aroimd too 
much and dropped the throttle to send him up higher. I think if the driver would have remained 
steady on the throttle that just as soon as that gust ofwind settled down then he would have 
come down as well. I have experienced this and just remained balanced and it would come 
back down after a few seconds or so. But another thing I've been thinking about is this.. .if 
someone is 40' in the air on a 65' rope then that only leaves about 50' horizontel distance from 
the kite tube to the boat and at 30mph you cover approx. 44' per second so if the boat driver 
panics and drops the throttle all the way down and the boat stops it wouldn't take much for the 
kite tube to drift over the boat and drop the rider into the boat, which could mean serious 
injury or death. If my math is offl am sorry but this COULD I believe happeii, someone please 
correct me if I am wrong. But like in your case you said the kite tube was already decending 
then you backed off the throttle, so in a sense you backing off the throttle caused the kite tube 
to lose any lift from underneath that it might have had to bring it down smoothly which caused 
it to flip sideways and down into the water. I really hope your friend gets better and I have sent 
you a few pics but I stiU have to get some better ones. 

45. Chris Says: 
June 1st. 2006 at 4:22 pm 

Ohh I forgot to tell you guys that I rode the kite tube backwetrds this past weekend for a few 
seconds, 1 just sit down and grabbed the handles and it went up maybe 4' off the water.. .felt 
kinda wierd and I didn't have much confrol and didn't want to break my record of no falls so I 
turned back around but my brothers were tripping out. It was a nice view though.. .you could 
actually see very well just how high you really was. 

46. peter pond Says: 
June 2nd. 2006 at 8:33 am 

used the kite tube for 1st time last weekend,everything was great til i shot to 30' instantly,the 
tube started getting very unstable up there,so i bailed,hit the water so hard it ripped my shorts 
in two,rested on the beach for 20 minutes,tried agian,same thing ,back up to 30',came crashing 
down,i don't think my body can handle a 3rd violent impact,and everyone else is to scared to 
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use the tube because they might get shot to 30'-i-.so my question is if we go shorter than 45' on 
tlie tow line,to say 25' will this eliminate the threat of going to high,but still allow for some lift 
off the Water,and being a safe distance from the prop????? 

47. Chris Says: 
June 2nd. 2006 at 11:35 am 

Man just my opinion, 25' might be a little too short, it might be difficult starting off with the 
washout from the inside ofthe wake being so close, I would think it would try and submarine 
really bad, I would try 35' or even 40' first, but ifyou called sportsstuff they might have a 
better answer for you from the safety end, I don't think the prop would be an issue though. 
Something to keep in mind for next time, I know you can't see the wind or anything but ifyou 
shoot up to 30' really quick then it may be gusting top bad to fly it for that day, I think the 
DVD that comes with it says something about it. 

48. HeyTone Says: 
June 3rd. 2006 at 1 :Q8 am 

My brother recently went to 65' rope, and he got it on video. His fiiends are absolutely nuts 
and some ofthe wipe outs are downright violent. There's two videos at the following link if 
you want to check it out. 

HeyTone.com movies 

49. Duane H. Says: 
June 6th. 2006 at 3:33 pm 

We saw this video at Bass Pro Shops and went out and bought it. We started out at 65 feet of 
rope at approx. 35 MPH. My friend Kevin was doing great for the first 5 minutes and we were 
amazed at the hieght we were getting. The next thing we knew he shot up high in the air and 
was slammed down on his right side at fiill speed. He was knocked unconcious and had to be 
pulled from the water with rescue breaths given to revive him. We took it back the next day. 

50. MarkSays: 
June 7th. 2006 at 8:28 am 

I wish we had the problem of getting to high on the Wego Kite Tube. We cannot get the tube 
off the water. The area just below the recessed foot holds is always touching the water. The 
first weekend the tube was under inflated, because we had no foot pump, that explained that. 
The second weekend we had it fully inflated, 150-160 pound rider, 10 mile hour head wind, 
and still could not get the tube into the air. The riders have all watched the video. We used 
both the 65' and 55' foot lengths and have tried speeds up to 30 miles on hour. We have 23' -
250 horse 1/0 - deck boat, with the tow rope attachment about 2/3 ofthe way up the transom. 
Any suggestions would be greatiy apprecaited. Thanks 

51. Steve Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:44 am 
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Mark, 

Keep riding, it will take a few fries to get accustomed to. you should let the tube do all the 
work, we sfruggled with this, we were trying to really yank on the handle to make it fly. that is 
the wrong thing to do. just graddually pull back and the wmd should do the rest, make sure the 
tube is properly inflated very important!!!! be patient, this thing will soar, i have posted here 
before., and PLEASE BE CAREFUL!!!!!!! 
we usually run anywhere between 28 to 32mph depending on the wind, there should be no 
problem getting a 150 tO 1601b guy or girl up. send me you email i will send you some pics 

52. Michael Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:09 pm 

We tried this last weekend. It was a blast. Started with fhe rope at 65 feet behind a Seadoo. 
Had a Httle trouble with control at first but once we figured out to go directly into the wind it 
was fine. If you get out of control just sit down and the tube will go back down to the water. 
Even my almost 50 year old mom had a blast. 

53. Calestie Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:19 pm 

Our family bought the wego kite tube. We all sat down together and watched the instructional 
video twice!! We are all experienced baoters and have been boating for years. My husband 
crashed hard on the tube. He was coughing up blood and had to be lifeflighted to closest 
hospital. Has broken ribs, bmised, and abdominal problems. This tube is NOT SAFE!!!!! We 
followed instmctions exactiy. It is totally impredictable. DO NOT BUY IT!!!!! 

54. RodSays: 
June 8th. 2006 at 4:06 pm 

We bought a Wego Kite Tube, fried it for a couple weekends, and returned it this week. It can 
be very dangerous! Please be sure it is properly inflated, do not use in imsteady winds, and the 
boat driver should never let the tube get more than 5 feet off the water. The kite can easily soar 
to 25-30 feet, and dump you off hard. We are experienced boaters and tubers, and think this 
tube will eventually do the same thing to anyone who uses it. It can be a lot of fim, tiU 
someone gets hurt. The last time we used the tube, the rider hit the water and was 
unconscience for about 10 seconds. We experienced a moderate concussion, bmised ribs, 
coughing up blood, and severe headaches in the short time we used it. Definately not worth the 
risks!! 

55. DavidSays: 
June9th. 2006 at 11:24 am 

I just found this site while looking for information about the Wego Kite Tube after a 17 year-
old in Winter Haven, Florida sustained a life-threatening injury while using this product. The 
young man is an experienced wake-boarder who was preparing for the professional circuit (the 
boat driver was also experienced). This young man sustained a 30-40 foot fall when a sudden ^ 
gust ofwind lifted the tube from 10 feet to that height and then flipped him over. He sustained 
a dissection ofthe aorta and has survived only because of prompt emergency care and 6-hour 
surgery in Tampa. 
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This product may provide "thrills," but so does Russian roulette, which is what you are playing 
every time you take a ride on this kite tube. This young man was not an inexperienced "hot 
dog"; he was athletic and experienced. This product should be taken off the market!!! 
Wamings on the tube or on "instructional videos" are not a defense for the continued sale of 
this product. 

For those of you considering purchase and/or use ofthis kite tube, PLEASE review the many 
intemet postings available. Ifyou still decide to use it make sure you have major medical 
coverage and fimeral arrangements. 

56. Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » More Kite Tube Problems... Says: 
June 9th. 2006 at 12:06 pm 

[...] Kite Tube!? WOWT | Kite Tubing Writes [...] 

57. Troy Says: 
June 10th. 2006 at 2:46 am 

I have been a boater for many years, my family and I love to tube. 
When I first saw the Wego Kite Tube (overtons I believe) I had to have one. After 1 frip to the 
lake and some fomm searchmg, I am putting my tube on ebay. This tube has the potential of 
hurting many people, and the one ultimately responsible will be the boat driver. This tube will 
go from skimming the top ofthe water to 20 feet in a blink of an eye. Now this wouldnt be so 
bad at 15 or so mph. 1 had a 190 pounder at over 40 mph before the tube would lift in a low 
wind situation. Falling off at 40 mph would not be fun. . 
I encourage anyone to watch the videos posted on this site before purchasing a kite tube. Look 
at how violent the crashes are. Think ofthe liability involved if someone gets injured behind 
your boat, or worse. Friends are friends until they are layed up, unable to work, bills are piling 
up lawsuit to follow. 

58. Cader Says: 
June 12th. 2006 at 12:31 pm 

I got on one this weekend and I have to say this is sweet! 
My brother-in-law took about a 10' spfll on his head and got a headache but he has has much 
worse on his air chair. Granted we were out on a pretty windy day and we shouldn't have been 
on the first time out. 

I keep reading about people getting hurt on this but a lot of them are starting out with the 65' 
length rope and / or putting it on a ski tower, BOTH of which the instmctions say NOT to 
do!!! 

There is a post about a 100' rope on a tower: 
still recovering Says: 
April 20tii, 2006 at 12:53 am 
Using a 100 foot line or tieing to the tower is just stupid. I did a nose dive at 10' and ended up 

in the er. If someone does that at 40' or 75' their dead. 

Not to sound callus but what do you expect? When you don't follow dfrections you get hurt -
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59. John Stabler Says: 
June 13th, 2006 at 5:19 pm 

I'm all for safe water sports. You should stick within your limits. You need a driver and 
spotter who know what they're doing. With practice you will control the Wego and not the 
other way round. But you need to take it slowly and identify unsuitable conditions. Wear 
appropriate safety gear and ifyou drive/own the boat you should be insured. 
Personally I like the Wego and it can be alot of fim when used properly. Sure, I've fallen off a 
few times (sometimes spectacularly) but never from a height to cause major damage. You 
should not be flying it at more than 15'. The thing says on it "Don't fly higher than you're 
willing to fall". If it's gouig too high for you then there is something wrong and you shouldn't 
be using it. 

Dopes on Ropes - Water Skiing and Kite Tubing 

60. admin Says: 
June 13th. 2006 at 8:20 pm 

John, 

From a kite point of view it is not stable, so I am not sure how it can be used safely at all. A 
flat kite needs drag to fly and keep it pointed into the wind. On a flat kite this usually done 
using some sort of tail or drogue shoot. What I see in the videos etc is the kite starts to cobra, 
this is when the kite starts to oscilate back and forth and sort of looks like a snake dancing. 
This is where you get into frouble... if it sways too much one side ofthe kite will catch a little 
more wind and keep going and dump the rider and the kite will crash, usually in a nose dive. 

just my 2 cents.. 

-Bill 

Leave a Reply 
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"Ray Tsuneyoshi" To: <KBergersen@azgfd.gov>, <anelson@npgcable.com>, 
<RTSUNEYOSHI@dbv/. <michael_mcginnis@nps.gQv>, <firstaid@citlink.net>, 
ca.gov> <doug.schuster@co.mohave.a2.us>, <awlrt2@fs.fed.us>, 

cc: <EHuntsman@azgfd.gov>, <fmessman@ndow.org>, 
06/12/2006 11:02 AM <CWall@azgfd.gov>, <JSacco@azgfd,gov> 
MST Subject: Re: Kite Tubes 

What is kind of weird coincidence is that I was just in flight fr om Tennessee fo Sacramento, reading the "Sky Mall 
" magazine. The ad for the "Sky Kite " pops up just as th pilot announces that we are flying over Lake Powell. Just 
from the photo's it looks like there is a potential for instability and no protection for the occupant. 
RayT 

Original Message 
From: Kevin Bergersen <KBergersen@azgfd.goy> 
To: anelson@npgcable.com <anelson@npgcable.com>; niichael_mcginnis@nps.goy 
<michael_mcginnis@nps.gov>; firstaid@citlink.net <firstaid@citlink.net>; doug.schuster@co.mohaye.az,us 
<doug.schuster@co.mohaye.az.us>; awirtz@fs.fed.us<awirtz@fs.fed.us>; D_Toporek@MCSO.maricopa.goy 
<D_Toporek@MCSO.maricopa.goy>; mary_hinson@nps.goy <mary_hinson@nps.gov>; 
darren.simmons@co.yuma.az.us<darren.simmons@co.yuma.az.us>; jcooley@fs.fed.us<jcooley@fs.fed.us>; 
gpeaslee@pr.state.az.us <gpeaslee@pr.state.az.us>; dale_enIow@fws.goy <dale_enlow@fws.goy>; 
michael_dodson@blm,gov<michael_dodson@blm.goy>; jim_holland@nps.goy <jim_holland@nps.gov>; 
IrvineG@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us<IrvineG@ci.Iake-hayasu-city.az.us>; azfoot@yahoo.com 
<azfoot@yahoo.com>; rknotts@pr.state.az.us <rknotts@pr.state.az.us>; atafoya@cybertrails.com 
<atafoya@cybertrails.com>; tlisler@fs.fed.us <tlister@fs.fed.us>; Mark_Law@nps.gov <Mark_Law@nps,gov>; 
steve_luckesen@nps,gov <steye_luckesen@nps.goy>; revans@pr.state.az.us <reyans@pr.state.az.iis>; 
tim.sonier@co.mohave.az.us<tim.sonier@co.mohave.az.us>; Chris_PergieI@nps.gov <Chris_PergieI@nps.gov>; 
randy,johnson@co,mohaye,az.us<randy.johnson@co.mohave.az.us>; bpendley@pr.state.az.us 
<bpendley@pr.state.az.us>; Rick_Bennett@nps.gov <Rick_Bennett@nps.gov>; ron.voss@co.yuma.az.us 
<ron.voss@co.yuina.az.us>; Kerry_Haut@nps.gov <Kerry_Haut@nps.gov>; dirk_murphy@nps.goy 
<dirk_murphy@nps.goy>; mark_pita@nps.goy <mark_pita@nps.gov>; cdigerolamo@bullheadschools.com 
<cdigerolamo@bullheadschools.com>; randd@redrivernet.com <randd@redriyernet.com>; 
PNewman@dl 1,uscg.mil <PNewman@dl l.uscg.mil>; SlomaR@ci.lake-hayasu-city.az.us 
<SlomaR@ci.lake-havasu-city.az,us>; bmaddox@sbcsd.org <bmaddox@sbcsd.org>; cbrooks@pr.state.az.us 
<cbrooks@pr.state.az.us>; baxlund@coconino.az.gov <baxlund@coconino.az.gov> 

CC: Ray Tsuneyoshi; Ed Huntsman <EHuntsman@3zgfd.gov>; Fred Messman <fmessman@ndow.org>; Cindy 
Wall <CWall@azgfd.goy>; Joe Sacco <JSacco@azgfd.goy> 
Sent: Mon Jun 12 08:49:44 2006 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

FYI - There's a new water "toy" out there and many of have already had to pick up fhe pieces, so a few of you 
already know that we've already input one Arizona boat accident report on these "tube kites" unfortunatley I 
expect more. 

Kevin 

Original Message 
From: Robert Baron ('niailto:erfpmd 1 ̂ cox.nefj 
Sent: Fri 6/9/2006 10:47 PM 
To: Kevin Bergersen; Howard Munding 
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

I wonder ifyou have seen any injuries from this device on Phoenix area lakes? Watch out for them. They can 
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be very traumatic. 

Bob Baron 

From: Luckesen rmailto:Luckesen(5),hughes.net] 
Sent: Friday, June 09, 2006 8:59 AM 
To: Kiko Augusto Villalon; Dr. Robeut Baron; Richard Blackman; Bill Furbee; Jennifer Killeen; erny kuncl; 

Jim Leach; Fred Messmann; Joe and Nancy; Rngrram@aol.com; Todd Schwede; Ted Woolley 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

In the past three weeks we have had to Airvac four serious injured people from Lake Powell that were engaged 
in a new water activity called Kite Tubing. This activity involves a large round inflated tube that is towed behind a 
boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air to a height of 15 to 60 feet. Controlling 
a kite tube is extremely challenging and the slightest upset in its balance cause the tub to dive down into fhe water at 
a high rate of speed. The individual on these tubes impacted the water at both the forward tow speed ofthe vessel 
and then at the downward accelerated speed, which can be as high as 70 MPH. As a medic I have responded to three 
ofthese calls in a one week period and my Kite Tubing patients all had to be Airvac to Level I Trauma Centers. A 
29-year-old male who suffered a broken neck (double Fx of C-2) and a 26-year-old male with a hemopneumothorax 
produced by broken ribs. My third patient a 14-year old female suffered a whiplash injury and was released from 
the hosipital. Several weeks' earlier another Medic had a similar case at Lake Powell involving a young man with a 
severely punctured lung. Several local hospitals have reported recently seeing Kite Tube patients with simular 
injuries from people that have self transported to their facilities. Taking with other water enforcement agencies they 
are seeing Kite Tubing injuries and I have heard ofone fatality in Texas. This death was due to a transected aortic 
commonly seen in deceleration auto and airplane type accidents. Interviews with friends and family members of 
patients have shown a disturbing trend with this use. In all cases at Glen Canyon NRA, multiple minor Kite Tubing 
injuries occurred with other members ofthe boating party prior to the incidents that required advanced life support. 
All victims stated they were using the kite tubes as directed when they suddenly lifted to dangerous heights, became 
unstable, and plunged up side down into the water. Friends ofthe victims that did not immediately report their 
injuries advised that they had coughing up blood, had torn muscles, whiplash type injuries and broken ribs. 

Go to the following Internet link and then click on the video section in the upper right hand corner. These clip 
show graphically what can happen with these devices. 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=l 6192@kutv.davport.com < 
http://www.ku tv.com/video/?id=l 6192ffl),kutv.dayport.com> 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=l 6155@kuty.dayport.com < 
http://www.kutv.com/yideo/?id=16155@kuty.davport.com> ^ 

http://ww w.break. com/i ndex/tubin gtakeo ff html 

Glen Canyon is considering banding these device from boating activities on Lake Powell and Dr. Baron has 
also taken an active role in banding these devices. 

Steve 

mailto:Luckesen(5),hughes.net
mailto:Rngrram@aol.com
http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=l
mailto:6192@kutv.davport.com
http://www.ku
http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=l
mailto:6155@kuty.dayport.com
http://www.kutv.com/yideo/?id=16155@kuty.davport.com
http://ww
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BoatmgjAlGx 
Boating Message Board and 
Forum 

Jay Schneider 
W/arrant Officer 
Member* 2167 

[Riposted June 21, 2006 11:31 Al̂ lJune 21, 2006 08:31 AM C D 9 

Given the recent online discussions about the dangers 
of using flying tubes like the Wego Kite Tube on this 
and other forums, we at Sportsstuff would like to 
reiterate the importance of its proper usage. 

There are inherent risks with any water sport, these 
risks are significantly reduced when the item is 
properly used under the recommended guidelines. 

The Wego kite tube is an extremely popular item and 
is unlike any other watersport activity. This means that 
the boat driver, spotter, and rider are all beginners. 
Take it easy, learn in light steady wind, start slow. Do 
not over-estimate your ability. Kiting takes a practiced 
level of skill. 

No other towable inflatable on the market has such an 
extensive system of warnings and instruction - starting 
with the packaging, the user's manual, the included 
instructional DVD, the three segment tow rope that is 
specifically designed to allow a progression of rope 
length and height relative to user experience, and 
many warning patches printed on the surface of the 
tube reiterating the proper usage guidelines. In 
addition, the slogans and markings on the item itself 
are there specifically to remind the rider of the possible 
dangers involved in the misuse ofthis item. To lessen 
your risk of serious injury or death, follow the rules. 

The guideline manuals and instructional video that are 
packaged with the item are available directly from our 
website at: http://www.sportsstuff.com 

Along with the impressive sales numbers and 
numerous accolades received on this item, the Wego 
Kite Tube was also awarded the prestigious Sporting 
Goods Manufacturers Association - Sports Product of 
the Year award for 2006. 

SportsStuff follows the guidelines set forth by the 
Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA), is an active 
member of the safety board, and takes the safety and 
wellbeing of our customers very seriously. 

So please follow the guidelines, use common sense, 
practice safe boating, and have fun! 

If you are interested in learning more about the Kite 
Tube, please visit http://www.sportsstuff.com or call 
888-814-8833 and let our friendly customer service 
staff answer your questions 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
http://www.sportsstuff.com
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Photo #1: Product as seen on manufacturer's website 
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Contact List; 

Gregory Irvine (victim and consumer) 
1311 Creekhaven Dr. 
Riverton, UT 84065-4148 
(801)446-2471—H 
(801)870-5131—C 
greg@centerbay.com 
Date of Contact: July 7, 2006 

Mark Law, Law Enforcement Specialist 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department ofthe Interior 
P.O. Box 1507 
Page, AZ 86040 
(928) 608-6252—P 
(928) 608-6259—F 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 

Sportsstuff, Inc. (product manufacturer—Wego) 
1-888-814-8833—P 
www.sportsstuff.com . 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 

Diversified Marine Products (product distributor) 
1-800-777-0141—P 
www.dmpmarine.com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 (contact was made by CPSC, not resj)ondent) 

Vina Ramus, Parts and Accessories Manager 
Marine Max (product retailer—Wego) 
1363 Embarcadero 
Oakland, CA 94606 
(510)535-6161—P 
(510)535-1787—F 
www.marinemax.com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 

Larry Meddock, Executive Director 
Water Sports Industry Association 
P.O. Box 568512 
Orlando, FL 32856-8512 
(407)251-9039—W 
(407) 620-7992—C 
wsiaheadquarlers@earthlink.net 
Date of Contact: June 29, 2006 

mailto:greg@centerbay.com
http://www.sportsstuff.com
http://www.dmpmarine.com
http://www.marinemax.com
mailto:wsiaheadquarlers@earthlink.net
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3. Office Code 
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YR MO DAY 

2006 05 22 

2. Investigator's ID 

1947 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 21 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 34 year-old male sustained a broken rib on his left side while riding a tube kite, a sudden gust of wind elevated him 
approximately 40 feet into the air and the tube kite subsequently tilted drastically to the left. The victim and product 
began to descend rapidly towards the water. The victim landed in the water after he released the handle system and 
prepared himself for a "hard landing" by crossing his arms across his chest. 

^^Aj.h 
_)»*»nFv 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

8, City 

BULLFROG 

9, State 

UT 

IOA. FirstProduct 

1200- KiteTube 

10B. Trade/Brand Namei 

WEGO KITE TUBE 

IOC. Model Number 

53-5000 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF, INC, 
11213E, Circle, SuiteA 
Omaha, NE 

11A. Second Product 

0 

118. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

l i e . Model Number 

NONE 

11D, Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12, Ageof Victim 
34 

13, Sex 
1-Male 

14. Disposition 
1 - Injured, not Hosp. 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
57 - Fracture 
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17. Respondent 
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18. Type of Investigation 

3 - other 
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28. Source Document Number 
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Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "kite tubing" accidents in the park last weekend. 
In both cases, the victims were riding kite tubes towed by boats when they lost control ofthe 
device. Each then fell into Lake Powell from heights of between 10 and 40 feet. Kite tubes are 
large, round inflated tubes that are towed by boats at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite 
tube as it rises into the air from 15 to 60 feet. Controlling a kite tube is extremely challenging 
and the slightest upset in its balance causes it to fall into the water. 

The first incident occurred on Friday, June 2nd, at approximately 2:30 p.m. near the Bullfrog 
area. A 29-year-old man from St. George, Utah, was riding a kite tube when he lost control and 
fell from a height of 35 to 40 feet while moving at approximately 35 to 40 mph. He suffered a 
broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog Medical Clinic to St. Mary's 
Hospital in Grand Junction, Colorado. He was the third person in his party that day to be injured 
while kite tubing, but the other two sustained only minor injuries and were not treated. 

On the aftemoon of Saturday, June 3rd, a 14-year-old girl from Houston, Texas, fell from 10 to 
15 feet from her kite tube while being towed at 20 to 25 mph. She lost consciousness when she 

A) struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was flown by 
\ A helicopter from Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction. After further 

examination at the hospital, she was released without serious injuries. These were the third and 
fourth accidents this year involving kite tubes. 

The first accident occurred on April 7th and resulted in a punctured lung caused by broken ribs; 
the second was on May 22nd, when another person sustained injuries to the chest and back while 

/ ) using a kite tube. Both ofthese incidents involved kite tube riders losing control ofthe device 
4 and falling into the water while moving at a high rate of speed. The individuals involved in these 

zn accidents were also transported by helicopter to the hospital. This is the first season that park 
rangers at Glen Canyon have seen kite tubes on the lake. Please see the related safety alert on 
kite tubing in this issue for additional information and for links to two TV news videos on kite 
tubing accidents. 
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EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 16 year-old female sustained no injuries when while riding a kite tube she was elevated to 30 feet and the product 
began oscillating and became unstable. The product then nosedived and accelerated towards the water and ejected 
the victim from the product while 15-20 feet above the water. The victim landed in the water awkwardly and received 
subsequent medical treatment. 
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7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

8. City 

BULLFROG 

9. State 

UT 

IDA. First Product 

3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

IOB. Trade/Brand Name 

WEGO KITE TUBE 

IOC. Model Number 

53-5000 

IOD. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E. Circle, Suite A 
Omaha. NE 

11A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

11C. Model Number 

\NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 
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13. Sex 
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15. Injury Diagnosis 
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3 - Other 
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The following information was obtained through a telephone interview with the 
consumer^oat operator and victim's 20 year-old brother (hereafter, "older brother"). 
Both interviewees witnessed the incident while the older brother also rode the product. 
Inquiries made to the victim and her parents have gone unretumed. Additional 
information was obtained through internet research, discussions with related officials and 
official reports. The investigation was generated by a report submitted by local officials. 
The involved product is a circular tube kite. There was only one incident that resulted in 
medical treatment, but other riders also complained of product-related problems (e.g., 
instability ofthe product while airbome). 

The victim was one of a total of 20 individuals (12 children) participating in a weekend 
recreational activity with family members and friends. No alcohol or other illegal drugs 
were used by any ofthe participants. The victim is a 16 year-old female who stands at 5' 1 
and weighs approximately 90lbs (Please note that the report from the local officials lists 
the victim's age as 14 years old, but her birth date as 05/10/1990). Although the victim is 
athletic and participates in formal swimming activities at her school, she has limited 
water-related activity experience, and has only participated in water-tubing (regular—not 
tube kiting) on several occasions. No occasion resulted in an incident or injury. No 
additional relevant information could be obtained regarding the victim's history. 

The consumer ofthe product (hereafter, "boat operator/consumer") is a 56 year-old male, 
who was also the boat operator during every occasion the product was used (rode). The 
boat operator/consumer has known the victim and her family for approximately 15 years. 
The boat operator/consumer has extensive water-related experience, which includes 
having owned several motorboats, sailboats, and having served in the U.S. Navy and as 
Merchant Marine. The boat operator/consumer also has 5 years of experience of towing 
adults and children in water-related recreational activities. The boat operator/consumer 
reported no prior incidents while he was towing any rider. 

The boat operator/consumer watched the product demonstration video on the 
manufacturer's website on May 25, 2006 and purchased the product on May 28, 2006 at a 
local retailer. The boat operator/consumer had no prior knowledge or experience with the 
product. While at the retailer, the boat operator/consumer watched the product 
demonstration video for a second time before purchasing the product. The boat 
operator/consumer received no product-related information from the sales staff. The 
product remained in its original packaging until June 1, 2006 when the boat 
operator/consumer, victim, and others embarked on their trip. Upon opening the product, 
the boat operator/consumer observed the tube kite, a three-segmented tow rope, the 
instmctional video, and an owner's manual. The boat operator/consumer did not read the 
owner's manual, but instead relied heavily on the previously viewed instmctional video 
for guidance and information on the product. The older brother also watched the 
instmctional video on the manufacturer's website approximately one month prior to the 
incident. It is not known if any other participant watched the instmctional video or read 
the owner's manual. 

The boat used to tow the riders was a 1991, 20-foot, 200 horsepower motorboat. The boat 
operator/consumer reported no recent mechanical problems with the boat, though 
subsequent to the incident, the victim's brother incurred problems with the throttle. No 
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prior agreement was made among the participants regarding how the rider ofthe product 
would communicate with anyone on the boat and no one person was specifically 
designated as "spotter". Only one individual rode the product per occasion. All rides 
occurred on either June 2"̂ * or 3'̂ '' of 2006. 

The boat operator/consumer and the victim's 54 year-old father inflated the product on 
June 1, 2006, However, after a few attempts to ride the product by the victim's older 
brother, it was concluded that the product was not properly inflated, which was 
preventing the rider in attaining elevation. No incidents were reported. The boat 
operator/consumer learned that the product retained a second center compartment and a 
second fill valve that also required inflation. The boat operator/consumer drained the 
water that filled the compartment during the first riding attempts and inflated the center 
compartment. It is unknown how much water that inadvertently filled the inner 
compartment. On each occasion, the boat operator/consumer inflated the product 
according to the instmctional video's guidelines that stated to fill the product until "firm". 
The boat operator/consumer tethered the tow rope to the motorboat and the product, and 
reported no difficulty. The boat operator/consumer utilized the tow rope at its maximum 
length (65 feet) for all riders, "> 

The first individual to ride the product was the victim's 20 year-old brother (hereafter, 
"older brother"). The older brother is reportedly in excellent shape and stands at 5'7 and 
weighs approximately 160lbs, The older brother has 3-4 years ofwater recreational 
experience that includes wakeboarding and jet skiing, and reported that he has not been 
involved in any water-related incidents resulting in injury. This was the older brother's 
first experience with the product. The older brother rode the product for approximately 
twenty minutes, which includes before and after the product was inflated for the second 
time. The older brother was able to lift the product out ofthe water and maintain an 
elevation of 4 feet for approximately 10 seconds. The boat was reportedly traveling 
between 30-40mph. Although the older brother did not report any incident where he fell 
from the product, he did report having great difficulty in lifting the product out ofthe 
water and maintaining control ofthe product once he attained elevation. The older 
brother reported that the product, once airborne, would oscillate and become unstable. 
The older brother attempted to shift his weight while in the product and airbome to 
compensate for the oscillation, but reported it was quite difficult to keep the product 
stable. The older brother also stated that he could not communicate with anyone on the 
boat once he and the product became airbome as he could not see over the front ofthe 
product and the double-paned window (plastic) near the front ofthe product did not 
provide a clear view (e,g,, became fogged). 

The second individual to ride the product was the victim's 16 year-old brother (hereafter, 
"brother"). The brother stands at 5'7 and weighs 130lbs, and is reportedly also in 
excellent shape. No additional information regarding the brother's history or product-
related experience could be obtained. Although the brother did not fall off the product or 
sustain any injury while riding the product, he did lament to the others that the product 
was difficult to lift out ofthe water and control once airbome. It is unknown how long the 
brother rode the product or if he attained elevation or the exact altitude. The boat 
operator/consumer reported that the boat was traveling approximately 30mph during the 
brother's ride. 
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The last person to ride the product was the victim. The incident occurred on June 3, 2006 
at approximately 1:30pm. The weather was reported as pleasant and the wind was listed 
as light (0-6 mph) and the water condition was reported calm (waves < 6in.). Vessel 
traffic in the area was light. This was the victim's first experience with the product, and 
with the entire riding experience lasting 3-4 minutes. Again, no specific individual was 
designated as "spotter" while everyone attempted to observe the victim during her ride. 
On 4-5 occasions before the incident, the victim was unsuccessful in her attempts to lift 
the product out ofthe water and attain elevation. On the victim's last attempt to lift the 
product out ofthe water and attain elevation, she was able to maintain an elevation of 
approximately 5 feet for a few seconds before the product continued to rise 
approximately 30 feet above the water. The victim's older brother reported that he could 
not see the victim at anytime while she was airbome, and thus it was not possible to 
communicate. 

Almost immediately after reaching the peak elevation of 30 feet, the product began to 
oscillate and the observers on the boat told the boat operator/consumer to slow down! The 
boat operator/consumer immediately "cut the power" to the boat when hc observed the 
product oscillating and approximately 30 feet in the air (the boat operator/consumer 
learned from towing the victim's two brothers that once the product begins to oscillate, 
the boat needs to immediately slow down to assist the rider in controlling the product). 
The boat operator/consumer estimated that the product oscillated for approximately 20 
seconds before the product began to "nosedive" towards the water. While descending the 
product continued to oscillate and became even more unstable and began to lean to the 
left, and subsequently became inverted and ejected the victim from the product while at 
15-20 feet above the water, The boat operator/consumer reported that once the product 
began to nosedive, it (and the victim) seemed to accelerate, and it took approximately a 
total of 2-3 seconds for the victim to become ejected from the product and land in the 
water. 

The victim fell into the water at an awkward position with her feet above her head. The 
victim's right shoulder/side landed first into the water and she was at approximately a 30 
degree angle with the water's plane. The boat operator/consumer immediately turned the 
boat around and the victim's family members assisted the victim back into the boat. The 
victim was crying incessantly but was able to move all extremities. The party returned to 
the houseboat, and when the victim began to complain of numbness in her face/cheek and 
legs, the boat operator/consumer radioed for medical assistance. 

When the local officials arrived at the houseboat to provide medical assistance, the victim 
was situated in a home-made C-collar and was complaining of back pain and shortness of 
breath. The victim reported to the local officials that she did not recall landing in the 
water (i.e., incident) and may have lost consciousness. An orthopedic surgeon was 
located nearby and overheard the radio call for assistance and also arrived on the scene. 
The surgeon evaluated the victim and did not observe any signs of motor functioning 
impairment, but did feel in-line point tenderness at the victim's C-6 vertebrae and 
suggested that the victim receive further medical treatment. The local officials agreed 
with the surgeon's recommendations, and the victim was transported by air ambulance to 
a local hospital to receive further treatment. Further evaluations revealed that the victim 
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did not sustain any specific injury and was given two 500mg of pain reliever and released 
to her parents' custody. The victim and others returned to their vacationing activities 
without incident. The victim has also retumed to her normal routine of physical activities 
(e.g., swimming) and has not reported any further complications stemming from the 
incident. 

The product did not sustain any damage, and once the boat operator/consumer returned to 
the houseboat, he immediately deflated the product after deciding that no one would ride 
the product after the victim's incident. On June 7, 2006 the boat operator/consumer 
retumed the product to the retailer requesting, and was granted, a full refund. The boat 
operator/consumer stated that he believes the product is unsafe for both adults and 
children, particularly since the boat has to travel over 3Omph in order for the product's 
rider, be it adult or child, to attain elevation. The boat operator/consumer stated that at 
that speed, the product easily becomes unstable once airborne. Relatedly, the boat 
operator/consumer feels that the product's instmction to maintain the boat's speed below 
20mph is in contrast with attaining elevation (i.e., the boat must go faster than 20mph for 
the rider to attain elevation). 

Intemet research revealed corresponderice among consumers and operators ofthe product 
on various websites. A June 21, 2006 response (i.e., blog) was written (i.e., posted) to 
concemed consumers of the product by a manufacturer's spokesperson (Exhibit I), which 
stated that the manufacturer "follows the guidelines set forth by the Water Sports 
Industry Association" (paragraph 7 of Exhibit I). A phone call was placed to the 
executive director ofthe Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA) regarding any 
possible promulgation of standards or endorsement of the product. The director stated 
that while the WSIA warnings are intended as guidance for manufacturers of water-
related products, the product manufacturer made no prior attempts to seek confirmation 
with WSIA regarding the product or any tow rope standards. The director stated that 
regarding tube kites, the WSIA has never "crafted any language" as related to tube kites 
or endorsed the product in anyway. Furthermore, the director stated that the tube rope 
standards and wamings promulgated by WSIA are not intended for tube kites tow ropes 
as pertinent factors, such as tensile strength and capacity may differ between regular 
(inner) tubes and tube kites. The tube and tow rope warnings and standards promulgated 
by WSIA have been attached as a reference (Exhibits F & G). No attempt was made to 
contact the spokesperson for the manufacturer regarding the aforementioned statement as 
to WSIA guidelines. 

On June 15, 2006, and after responding to numerous incidents involving serious injuries, 
the local officials ofthe recreational area implemented a ban all on tube kiting. This 
restriction was generated from the numerous incidents occurring in the recreational area 
and subsequent interviews with related parties and various agencies (see Exhibit H for 
restriction proposal and related correspondence). The law enforcement specialist also 
stated that the park rangers have generated approximately 10 additional reports regarding 
contact with individuals subsequently preparing to participate in tube kiting. All 
individuals were alerted to the newly imposed ban, and no additional reports of injuries 
were noted. In addition, after watching the product's instmctional video (DVD) on 
numerous occasions, the law enforcement specialist at the recreational park/area 
determined that the video narrator discloses that the boat operator (and rider) should go 
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only between 10-20mph, but the video consistently shows boat operators going between 
30-40mph, enabling the rider to obtain flight. 

On June 16, 2006, a local retailer stocking an exemplar product was visited. Exemplar 
photographs ofthe packaging were taken and are included as Exhibit A. 

Product Identification; 

The product is a Wego kite tube''"'", and is a 120inch (10 foot) inflatable, circular tube 
kite that is designed for a single rider, and to be towed behind a boat via tow rope and 
achieve flight when a certain boat speed is attained. The model number for the product as 
listed on the manufacturer's website and exemplar packaging is: 53-5000. The product 
indicates that a patent is pending and that it is made in China. The manufacturer is: 

SportsStuff, Inc. 
11213E. Circle, SuiteA 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(402) 592-9085—P 
(402) 592-1354—F 
www.sportsstuff.com 

The suggested retail price as listed on the manufacturer's website is $599.95; however, 
the price paid by the consumer was $499.00. The product is largely yellow in color with 
wide black diagonal accent striping and a sectional red border with various product 
labeling and identification, which includes various skull graphics. The product maintains 
an "840D" nylon covering and panoramic, see-through double plastic windows that are 
located near the front ofthe product. Near the rear ofthe product is a parallel slotting 
system cockpit for the rider. A handle system is located undemeath the nylon covering 
and is accessible via eight different circular slots that offer the rider eight different "non-
slip" handle positions. The product is also equipped with a three-segmented tow rope that 
is adjustable to lengths of 45, 55, and 65 feet. The front ofthe product maintains a 
molded, aluminum connector for attachment to the tow rope. 

The product was purchased at: 
Bass Pro Shops 
Outdoor World 
7970 East 49"' Ave. 
Denver, CO 80238 
(720)385-3600 

Various warnings are located on the product's packaging (exemplar), and include a 
lengthy "Release of Liability" warning (Exhibit A, photo 8), which iterates that by 
assembling and inflating the product the consumer has implicitly agreed to have read and 
understands the owner's manual and releases the manufacturer of any responsibility as 
related to damage, loss, or injury. The exemplar packaging also retains warnings 
disclosing that the product is "Not A Lifesaving Device"... "Never Leave Children 
Unattended"... "Use Only Under Competent Supervision" (Exhibit A, photo 7). 
Although the website shows the product with the waming, "NEVER KITE HIGHER 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
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THAN YOU ARE WE.LING TO FALL" (Exhibit J), the exemplar packaging does not 
reveal such a warning on the product. However, the exemplar packaging also reads that 
"Designs Featured In Photography Subject To Variations" (Exhibit A, photo 7). Although 
two additional warning can be observed on either side ofthe product's parallel slotting 
system, neither one is legible as observed as a photograph on the exemplar packaging or 
website. A photograph ofthe incident product (Exhibit C, page 3) reveals the wording 
along the outer perimeter ofthe product, "U-CONTROL: RIDER SPEED HEIGHT 
SAFETY". Clearer photographs were requested from the relevant officials, but not have 
been received as of yet. 

Other relevant wording found on the exemplar packaging (Exhibit A, photo 10) includes, 
"Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird! Experience the 
thrill of flight as you rise above the water reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing 
but adrenaline in your wake!" (Emphasis added), Instmctional wording observed on the 
exemplar unit (Exhibit A, photo 12) includes, "Beginners will benefit greatly by 
following the directions explained in the included instmctional DVD and owner's 
manual.,, With a good amount of practice, you'll be able to hover slightly above the 
water's surface for minutes at a time!" (Emphasis added). 

No incident or exemplar sample was collected. 
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Exhibits; 

A, CPSC Photographs of Exemplar Packaging (10 pages) 
1, Front view of exemplar product packaging 
2, Manufacturer contact information~as viewed on top of exemplar 

packaging 
3, Exemplar producf s model number and UPC 
4, UPC and retailer price of exemplar product 
5, Top view of exemplar product packaging 
6, Producf s features—as listed on exemplar products top (packaging) 
7, Guarantee and waming of top of exemplar product's packaging 
8, Warning label on exemplar product's top (packaging) 
9, Product information—labeling on front of exemplar product 
10, Wording on front of packaging of exemplar product 
11, Bottom view of packaging on exemplar product 
12, Riding instmctions on exemplar product (packaging—bottom) 
13, Side view of exemplar product 
14, Producf s features—as listed on exemplar producf s packaging (side) 

B, Notice of Inspection to Retailer (1 page) 
C, Local Official Incident Report (11 pages) 
D, Owner's Manual for Product (11 pages) 
E, Owner's Manual for Tow Rope (7 pages) 
F, Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA) waming manual (13 pages) 
G, Photos of WSIA warning labels—tow ropes and tubes (1 page) 
H, Local Recreational Officials Final Draft Regarding Product Ban and Related 

Correspondence (70 pages) 
1, Internet Written Response (i,e,, "blog") by Manufacturer Spokesman (1 page) 
J, Photo of Product as Seen on Manufacturer's Website—July 5, 2006 (1 page) 



Photographs of Wego Kite Tube—Exemplar Product 060614HCC3605 Exhibit A 

Photo#l: Front view of exemplar product packaging 

I SPORTSSTUFF, INC, 
11213 E Circle, Su i teA 
Omaha, NE 68137 USA 
TeJ: 402.592.9085 
Fax: 402.592.1354 

MADE IN CHINA 
Cu%lofT»er Service; 
Ma.814.8833 
tntfrfn^t Addr«&s: 
MtpL/ /www,»por t»»tuf fxom 
E m j i i i : cu»tom«rcar<f^»port*»t t f f1,com 

Photo #2: Manufacturer contact information—as viewed on top of exemplar packaging 



WEGO 10FT. K ITE T U B E 

Model # 53-5000 

Patent Pending 
/ Soortsstutf. Inc., 2005 

Photo #3: Exemplar producf s model number and UPC, 
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Photo #4: UPC and retailer price of exemplar product 



Photo #5: Top view of exemplar product packaging 

• 120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with sianted saucer configuration 
• 840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating 
• Computerized doubie stitched sewing 
• Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 
• (Multiple mesh drain ports, baMacked 
• IWo heavy'duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit 
• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for 

quick tow rope connection 
• Speed safety valves for fast easy Inflation/deflation 
• Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding 

for comfortable foot, knee, and leg use 
• 8 padded non-slip handles with knuckle guard 
• Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls. 
• Reflective Safety piping on ali handles and on the outside top taping 
• Variable loops for use of detachable leash 
• Panoramic see through double windows 
• Segmented tow rope Is Included adjustable length style 

45/55/65 foot lengths 
• High visibility, billboard style red and yellow watersports safety colors 

with checkerboard and caution accent striping 

Photo #6: Product's feaUires-as listed on exemplar producf s top (packaging) 



GUARANTEE: Sporisstuff, Inc. warrants, to the original purchaser 
only, that their high performance products when used for normal 
recreational purposes are free from defects in material and 
workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from date of purchase. 
FOR PROMPT PARTS REPLACEMENT, CONTACT SPORTSSTUFF 
DIRECTLY AT 888.814.8833. REPLACEMENT PARTS ARE SHIPPED 
WITHIN 48 HOURS OF NOTIFICATION MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY. 
DO NOT RETURN IT TO YOUR DEALER. 

ATTENTION: 
Read al l wa rn ings and ins t ruc t ions prov ided w i t h th is 
product pr ior t o use . DO NOT DISCARD! 
Designs fea tu red in photography sub jec t t o var ia t ions. 

WARNING; Not a Lifesaving Device. 
Never Leave Children Unattended. 
Use Only Under Competent Supervision. 

Photo #7: Guarantee and warning of top of exemplar producf s packaging 



^ - i : ! ilMOlRNING A 
KITE TUBE USER 

Release of Uability: 
B>» asswiibJing arid inflatinq the Ktt^ Tube, you agr^e 
that \'Ou have ne^d and understand the entire 
Sportsistufrs pnoduct manual, including all instructions 
ai-td warTiings contained in that material prior to using 
the Ktt» Tiibe. You addit!Onal^)' ^ne« that ^*ou vsnll ensure 
3}iy ack)iticM>al or subsequent users of the Krte Tube will 
npad and understand the entin? D\s'ner's manual. K îsuse 
or improper use ot the Kite Tube could result in risks, 
dangers and harands ^-hich may nesult in serious injury 
or deattx The risks asvA dai>gers that may be encountered 
through the inproper use ofthe Kite Tube can be av'Oided 
by nMrding and following the wfaming guidelines listed 
WTthin the owTier's manual and b)' proper use of the Kite 
Tube. Your assen"tbt>' and use of this product shall be 
evidence of your asin?en>ent, to the fullest extefit 
p^n l t ted by taw^ to fMopert^' foliow the instnjctions and 
abide by the warnings set forth within the ptx)duct 
n'tanuaC >'6ur 3ssemDl>' and use of the Kite Tube shall 
also constitute a release, to the extent pennrtted by law, 
by you and by any third part^' perniltted by you td use, 
in an>' manner, the Kite Tube, to Sportsstuff from any 
and all liabitft>' for any loss, damage, injury' and/or 
expense t t ^ t you or anN- user of the Krte Tube ma>' suffer 
as a n&sult of the use of the Kite Tube. This release shall 
evte>nd to any loss* damage, injury- or expense due to 
any cause whatsoever, including heqligence or breach 
of contract on the part of Sportsstuft and or an>' part>' 
parttcjpatinq in the de-sipn and.'or manufacture of the 
Kite Tube, 1ne tenms of this release shall be effective 
and binding upon you, your heirs, nexi of kin. executors. 
administTBtors, asstqns and representatives. Your 
3ssafnbf>' and use ofthe Kite Tube shall constitute >'our 
agreement to assume and accept an>- or all kT>c\sTi or 
unknown risk^ of (njur>' to \'Ou and or to third parties 
thrcmgh t t ^ use of the Kite tube. Sportsstuff and r^lat^d 
parhe© ha\'e not made and hereby expressl>' deny any 
oral or wrjttesn rBp«^sentaton and or \\'an-an:\-. including 
warranty for a parhcular purpose, otner than'what is se* 
forth hsTi&in and in the Sportsstuff's Kite Tu&e manuai. 

^Taans.oj e s?K">-Kssrjf; j-»i-. 2:t:e 

Photo #8: Warning label on exemplar product's top (packaging) 



Photo #9: Product information—labeling on front of exemplar product 
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Photo #10: Wording on front of packaging of exemplar product 

Photo #11: Bottom view of packaging on exemplar product 



The Kite Tube is ridden unlike anv otiier towable on the market. In order to kite above the water for sustained amounts of time, 
a certain amount of practice is required. Beginners wi l l benetit greatly by following the directioiis explained in the included 
instructional DVD and owner's manual. To Kite, you begin by pulling the front of the tube up with the included starting leash. 
Once you reach planing speed, ynu can pull the front ot the Kite Tube up even more to a 4S degree angle, so only the back part 
of the tube is touching the water. Once in this position, you hop slightly while holding on to the tube. By hopping, tlie Kite Tube 
will become light and the rear of the tube wil l leave the water and your Kiting experience begins. With a good amount of practice, 
you'll be able to hover slightly above ttie water's surface for minutes at a time! This is only a brief explanation of how the kite 
tube is u l ' . i a . Be sure to read all instructions and warnings prior to riding. Experience safe Kiting! 

Photo #12: Riding instructions on exemplar product (packaging-bottom) 



Photo #13: Side view of exemplar product 
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Photo #14: Producf s features—as listed on exemplar producf s packaging (side) 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

NOTICE OF INSPECTION 

1. DATE. 

FiliXi 2-TIM 

.̂M. —U2L. -PJW. 

3. FROM (Area Office and Addren) uivi (Area uTTica ana AOdren) \ 

C/'&c- CV\^ CA) 

A. NAMS AND TITLE OP/mOtVtDUAL 

zA 
4 ̂rirs, H t \ t / \ Of a ( ^ / ^ 

^ B. FIRMNAMI 

4.TQ 
,CK.({A-Lf^(KX 

C. NUMBER AND STREET ADDRESS 

I3fe3 BA r̂coi.<L,(, (\2%S) 
D. CITY, STATE AND ZIP CODE 

OAWA. cA V\(coC. 
Notice of Inspection is hereby given pursuant to: 

• Flammable Fabric$Act(lS U.S.C. 1191 etseq.); 

• Federal Trade Commission Act (IS U.S.C. 41 efK<7.); 

• Sections 16, 1? ahd 27 of the Consumer Product Safety Act (IS U.S.C. 2065, 2068 and 2076) 

• Section 704(a) ofthe Federal Food, Dn^, and Cosmetic Act (21 U5.C. 374(a)) [Authority for inspections 
in connection with the Poison Prevention Packagii^ Act of 1970 (15 U.S-C. 1471 et seq.)] and/or 

« Section 11(b) of tbe Federal Hazardous Substances Act as Amended (15 U.S.C. 1270(b)). 

Refer to the back of this form for a discussion of inspectional authority and for pertinent statutory language. 

S. PURPOSES OF INSPECTION ANO NATURE OF INFORMATION TO BE OBTAINED A N D ^ R COPIED. 

The purpose of this inspection is to obtain information; to review and obtain copies of items includiag but not 
limited to records, reports, books, documents; and labeling; and to obtain samples, in order to enforce or de
termine compliance with the Acts administered by the Consumer Product Safety Commisston. 

8. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS 

Those from whom information is requested should state whether any of the information submitted is believed 
to contain or relate to a trade secret or other matter which should be considered by the Commission to be 
confidential and whether any of the information is believed to be entitled to exemption from disclosure by the 
r*/snnni«><r.« iifA^r thm nmtitmnmm nf fl,* Pr*M4nm nf Infnrmat inn Art ft S l i s p S'^'^^ Anv «rafr>mpnr .IK.wrrinv 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE iNTERfOn FORM XO^A 
MAT ION AL PARK SE H VICE vensiON 0* 01 m 

S U P P L E V ENTAL mClOENT RFCORD GuEN CAiwoN MBft 

RapoiCng OfTic^i Nam* 

A'y^MoA4sU jyAA 
rusign^upt 

A^(E€^ 
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UNtTED STATtS DEPARTWlEMT OF ThE TNTERlQR 
I^TlONAL PARK SERVICE 

SUPPl^EMENTAt- INCJDEWT ReCOfWJ 

FORM ia^«> 
vEnsioriia4.aiOQ 

QLEN CANTPM NRA 

r ^ ^ « * r ] _ 0<̂ U 6̂5 ~| 

^i^irotuQeDUl Factors: As Rimgcf SamplE &nd I ft^rcuchcd lh« a;«a of the luuiideni 1 
AuTcd the currcal wind speeds bciw^ctn S lO 10 mph. Vessel traffic in tkc area vtfa.s light 
wit h caUn sea t-tindi 1 i(i ns. 

PhatOEntphS: Below <inf photugraphs c£the as^uciattd vesM:! and kitc-nibc. 
Pboiogruphed laJien ai ihc houscboni. 

r ^ u r Wirms. HarUan 

ftapol«ng QfDw'a Hailw ID 

Rqponina Olfwar^a ̂ i f lnaun Daia Rqponinaoi 

Swpatvtaor's nana ID 

SiiiufVikof'B 3<0Kghift< 0«k 
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UTAH 
ParK Oatabase Wl anagement 

Oystem 

INCIDENT / ACCIDENT REPORT 

Utah OivMan or Parte & Reawtion 

JNClDENT/ACCtDENT REPORT 
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to 30 feel accoraing to diffefent witr>esses}. The fuoe then became unstable and 
oscrlfated back toward the water at a high x/elooty. Laura fell and struck her back 
on t^e water. St\5 was helped back into tfie boai and taken l^ck to tr\eiT nearby 
housetxiat where they calloci tor help. NPS Rangers Matt StarK and Scott 
Sample treats her until Classic HsiiEX3p«18r arrtved and flew h&r out. 

Tttere have bsen several similar accidents with this typa of tube at Lake Powell 
this yeaf resulting in serious injury. Picturds of the tube and tiie vessel tomng rt 
are available upon request. 

i n c i den t Veh ic le b o ; n Jrifoi in^i(i«^( 
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Adequate numlier? Y AcDeesSble?V SerWceablB? V Proper tiaa? V 
Were thsy u«ed? Y 

Did trie t j i ^ t ttavu a i i i e t y 

J Safety Exwntnaftcm? N Currertl? Examined By: *Qthef 
WPHi rTre exunBUlerTer used?; N 
Operation at time of aiccident: Cruising, , 
Aciivity at tiniB c t aceident: Waier SicHnQ. Tubing Speed: 21 to 40 mph 

0lSLG9S9Bt)98Ze - : ? 3 ! A ; P S MHVd l. iVM - TS e i : 9 -9 -9 ^ VarC WJAMO WJTO^Aa iiv35 



Jun-12-20M Q2:2lpn Fra^-CLEN C*NVO^ t̂RCX ROOM 
B26ECee25« T-829 P 030/1)3' F-055 

ftwfl* f t l 4 iBkf^lp. • I . . iBiAiicmii!igfijcueRiP6iiT-^p»g»T 
T-^OiiL'.iiir.t.^nrR^n^ p 

c S E N U f t l B E R ^ n » ^ P A n K ; GLCA 1AU>HA) | Amisn^ IHR 

l # M 
¥irK(Hi3.z 

Pur^ f tM f 31 

* • • ; 
DATE: pe^iaM TIME: 1332 (aaifDUH) DAY: 7*Saturfliiy 

i StHUfSPtRlFQCMMmOM ^.'w, ̂ 'Tf.ri l. ' ,! ' '.-•'^a .aaC"- i fS i ' 
SUBJECT ONE: 13-19V«iirsOkt 

aUBJECT^iWO 
i n . . " 1 1 . I I 111 .11. . 11 , I ^ " - T ^ ^ W ^ r 

_y^ff^p*?^^y^"y^tr •n^4aw^^-

SUaJKTT THREE: 

[Mnlvff-' BBBS? 
Ciick Hsf* f o r Ofrtlons Cntk r ton FOf Options 

m\ uar tt4i<H»#WtfflBD J , - . • * . . • • • * . » ^ . ; i | or ,WJURa WWiBBQ^^v^ 
0 

• J HO ••:. --. f i : 
-)?r;,<^.,?=J VES 

I I U .1 I. J - III I . . , - ,^ r , . . . J.J 

^ ??r* iIMM 
1 • Hatwnal f^erkSanrioe 

pr^m-
;^^p^^f^ig^lBCTf•.^^v.^•f^<.,.^,? ^ v • ' :• ,? 

^ VrJ j f tS l "* ' ' *^^ '^ ' ' ^ - ' - ' ' . - ".:1 -'''̂ ••'̂  
3 - Ikihne RJKtio / Clilz*n'& e«nd Rodla 

• • . • r -

^i^mmmmum 

111, 

11 .1. .-''. ̂ ii»iV(illii^ l a j i i i . ^ j 

M • flOATlNG - Miitiir)«ail 

Click M r * For OpUmw 

I'.fit n^mw 
•'l"liV.-'->l.-

!rr!tt 
C O l f T M M l f M » » k i r r D « . ^ f ^ ^ 

x . - i ; ^ - ! - ; . ' . M - U k » 

Q0-FAI.U 
* ? y ' * ' i » j ^ ^ . V <'."',.'.'' •''?'j'";'ffiui.F.H'-''^-7 ••••,'?. 

20 • INSUFFICIENT INFO / ERROR IN JUDGEMENT 

l l^^tfEl^l fsi^ ' l l i^ " j : ! - r : ; 

mfrnm^^nmfim 
Click H»r« r w Q|itton« 

^^•mmr^m^ 
Hot^iftm-mm^mHiiiit]^ 

^w 

^ f !ma i t : ^Hh«*4 i^ ! *«>^ in i ^« f« 
Cticfc H«fc For Opflons 

^'S!*! 

^fm^^rmmf W H > 
Click Hero For Ofnions 

.mm^v '̂''-
-'»<t««E«i^«iEfH«ia'.'^>.Oi«^-

Click Hef« For Options 
MM 

. vv : . - . - . ^ , ^ . :< . . IM • KMicopfvr Cncirtptlon 

j i i a i l I i w « * L ! t u t 
. • • . . * . . . - . , x ' : : . . . . . , < : . . -

Click H«f« For Ofrtion* 

i W 

CUck Hw« For Oftaorw 
i^^Mai m • :• :•'• ••Mrf-ii>'.::^ii,:--^^-y, 

mmmmmmfr'^sfitmffaiimmFyft'i'ii'^^ n'lv i i ij,a.iiiji 
CHck * \ t n For Q|»l0n» 

cwcftHwniForapiiorv 

n#-6£Z9e099SB ^331A^HS )fin?d T.iVM : IS:S\ 9 "9 ' 9 
rasi .M0XMV3 AanOrAa i-VES 



Jun-'.2-2D0B 02:24.: Frcm-CUd CAr̂ ÔH XERO.̂  RODW 
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WEGO KITE TUBE OWNER'S MANUAL 
Impor tant Informat ion is enc losed in th is manual . Please read these mater ia ls 

pr ior to assembl ing and using th is p r o d u c t Keep fo r fu ture reference. 

For quest ions on assembly, par ts o r warranty, contac t the experts at 
Sportsstuff . DO NOT RETURN th is p roduc t to the storel 

Contac t us TOLL FREE: 888-814-8833 (USA) (8am-5pm, CST Monday-Friday) 

Congratulations on your new towable purchase! Sportsstuff prides itself In making the 
most innovative Inflatable products on the planet Your high performance towable Is 
designed to provide an exciting and unique rkling experience for the whole family. 

AWARNINGA 

/ y 

, RELEASE OF LIABILITY , 

By assembling and Inflating the Kite Tube, you agree that you have read 
and understand the entire Sportsstuff's product manual, including all 
instructions and warnings contained in that material prior to using the 
Kite Tube. You additionally agree that you will ensure any additional or 
subsequent users of the Kite Tube will road and understand the entire 
owner's manual. Misuse or improper use of the Kite Tube could result in 
risks, dangers and hazards which may result in serious injury or death. 
The risks and dangers that may be encountered through the improper 
use of the Kite Tube can be avoided by reading and following the warning 
guidelines listed within the owner's manual and by proper use of the Kite 
Tube. Your assembly and use of this product shall be evidence of your 
agreement, to the fullest extent permitted by law, to properly follow the 
instructions and abide by ttie wamings set forth within the product manual. 
Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube shall also constitute a release, to 
the extent permitted by law, by you and by any third party permitted by 
you to use, in any manner, the Kite Tube, to Sportsstuff from any and all 
liability for any loss, damage. Injury and/or expense that you or any user 
of the Kite Tube may suffer as a result of the use of the Kite Tube. This 
release shall extenci to any loss, damage, injury or expense due to any 
cause whatsoever, including negligence or breach of contract on the part 
of Sportsstuff and/or any party participating In the design and/or manufac
ture of the Kite Tube. The terms of this release shall be effective and 
binding upon you, your heirs, next of kin, executors, administrators, 
assigns and represerrtatlves. Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube 
shall constitute your agreement to assume and accept any or all known 
or unknown risks of injury to you and/or to third parties through the use 
of the Kite Tube. Sportsstuff and related parties have not made and here
by expressly deny any oral or written representation and/or warranty, 
including warranty for a particular purpose, other than what is set forth 
herein and in the Sportsstuff's Kite Tube manual. 

/ y 
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A KITE TUBE DESCRIPTION i 

Away Wego! "Kite Tubing", the mystery of flying, becomes a reality. The 
Kite Tube creates an air pocket on the under carnage bottom that 
enables lift via ground effect and the aeradynamic shape. Be prepared to 
reach new heights! Spend the summer gaining experience riding the Kite 
Tube. The Kite Tube is designed to glide, soar, and fly. You can use it like 
a regular deck tube in the whips, figure eights, and circles. It "kites" the 
best in a straight boat pattern into the wind and will rise out of the water 
slowly or quickly based on the rider weight, wind and boat speed. Expect 
the unexpected! The basic idea behind the Kite Tube is simple; The Kite 
rider kneels or stands on the tube that is tethered to the tow boat. As the 
boat moves forward into the wind, the Kite and the rider rise up from the 
water's surface to perform a water ballet in the air with the rider balanc
ing on top. Kite Tubing Is not as dangerous as some extreme sports, 
however it can t)e more dangerous than regular tubing with the added 
dimension of height. In Kite Tubing, safety has to be taken seriously. 
EVERYONE is a beginner, regardless of previous experience. Read all 
instruction and warnings before using the Kite Tube. Start slow and begin 
by using the 45 foot section of the included tow rope. 

A K I T E TUBE SPECIFICATIONS A 

< / 

• 120 inch inflated diameter(10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration, 
• 840D nylon double cover with pu coating( full body cover), 
• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy 
tow rope connection. 
• Computerized double-stitched sewing. 
• Multiple mesh bar-tacked drain ports. 
• Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment, 
• Parallel slotting system with footsteps and neoprene padding for comfort 
• Reflective piping on all handles and on the outside top taping. 
• Various loops for use of detachable leash(s). 
• Panoramic see-through double windows. 
• High visibility red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard 
and caution accent striping. 
• Easily seen bold, blllboanj-style graphics. 
• Skull graphics is a reminder to pay attention and not to fool around, 
take nothing for granted. 
• Two heavy duty pvc bladders, one supports the outer ring and the 
other Is the slotting system cockpit for the rider. Both have speed safety 
valves for easy inflation/deflation. 
• Leash with two sponge balls is included. 
• Segmented tow rope is included. Adjustable length style in 45, 55, and 
65 foot lengths. 

< / 
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A K I T E TUBE ASSEMBLY AND INFLATION A 

Proper inflation is key to the optimum performance of this towable. The 
tube is designed to fit snugly in the cover, and there should be no wrinkles 
in the cover when the tube is properly inflated. 

IMPROPER INFLATION PROPER INFLATION 
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Photo "A" shows a severely underinflated tube. Note how the adult sinks 
in when standing on the tube. Under-inflation causes the towable to sit 
low in the water. Additional stress is applied to the tube, cover, rope and 
boat/watercraft, by being dragged through the water instead of pulled 
across it. This stress causes tne air in tubes to be displaced and the tube 
may rupture. The same stress causes nylon covers to tear and ropes to 
stretch. The boat/watercraft cannot plane off and extra gas is consumed. 

Photo "B " shows a properiy inflated tube. Note how the cover is taut with 
few wrinkles, and how the adult barely sinks in when standing on the 
tube. This tube would ride high on the water, providing you with an exciting 
ride - less stress on the tube, cover, rope, and boat/wateroraft. Proper 
inflation will Insure a longer life-span for your product. 

Inflation Maintenance: 
Finally, it is not enough to simply fill it up and go! It is important to moni
tor the amount of air in this product as heat will cause the bladder to 
expand, possibly causing damage to the seams or I-beams. Don't let it 
sit on the beach, dock, or boat/watercraft full of air! If it is stored out of 
the sun in a cool place, you may need to add air. Check and adjust infla
tion levels each time you use your tube. You'll have more fun, and your 
toys will last longer. 

The best air pumps to use are: 

• l l O v electric: 2,5 psi (model #57-1504/^ or 3,0 psi (model #57-1508) 
• Hand/foot pump specifically for towables; LPl (model #57-1003) 
• 12v pumps (model #57-1510) can also be used but a their maximum 
output is only .8 psi so a secondary pump such as the Sportsstuff LPl 
hand pump (model #57-1003) will need to be used. 
• Leaf Blower 
• Vacuum with two-way switch 

< / 

/ -
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Your WEGO towable is equipped with the Speed Safety Valve pictured 
below; 

Speed Safety Valve - A hybrid valve utilizing the best of 
both the Oversized Safety Valve and the Speed Valve. Pulls 
out for fast inflation/deflation, then can be pushed in flush 
with the tube. For use with standard electric pumps, shop 
vac, wet vac, leaf blowers, and vacuums with a 2-way 
switch for fast inflation/deflation. 

Secure the valve by fimily Inserting the bottom portion of the valve Into 
the base. To inflate, open only the top portion of the valve. Using the 
hose from your inflator, inflate through the top opening of the valve. 

The optimal inflator is a 2.5 psi or higher electric pump. You may also use 
a 1.1 or 3.0 psi pump. Using the 12v pump (model #57-1510) followed by 
the LPl hand pump (model #57-1003) to top off the unit takes about 3,5 
minutes. The 1,1 psi l lOv pump followed by using the LPl hand pump 
(model #57-1003) to top off the unit will inflate the WEGO in a few min
utes. The 2,5 electric pump (model #57-1504A) will inflate the WEGO in just 
over 3 minutes. The 3.0 pump (model #57-1508) will inflate the WEGO in as 
little as 2 minutes. 

Please call Sportsstuff at 1 -888-814-8833 to ordei- directly. 

1, Open the box and locate Owner's manual information and instructional 
DVD. 
2, Review owner's manual and instructional DVD first and share the infor
mation with all other users and or spotters. 
3, Locate a flat, wide-open, clean and clear area to open and assemble 
the product. 
4, Unfold the nylon cover so the yellow cover with winged skulls is com
pletely unfolded along with slotting system cockpit. 
5, Please notice the bladders have already been assembled in the cover. 
There are two valves total. One on the slotting portion and another on the 
outside ring. 
6, Locate and open the padded valve cover on the slotting portion (cock
pit area). Open the valve and inflate until firm and the cover is wrinkle free 
and taut. It may be necessary to adjust the cover to fit the inflation holes. 
Use the zippered openings In the cover to adjust bladder position if nec
essary. 
7, Close valve completely and secure valve cover, 
8, Locate the valve on the outer ring and repeat steps 6-7, 
9, Please note that the window panels are not supported by an internal 
bladder, so stay off of this portion of the cover, 
10, With assistance, carefully lift the unit into water. 
11, Do not drag across harsh surfaces, as this will damage the unit. 
12, Once at the water entry point attach tow rope to unit and hook up to 
the boat. Make sure leash Is attached to the nose loop, 
13, Enjoy your Kiting experience. 

/y-
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PLEASE NOTE OVER INFUVTION WILL CAUSE THE BLADDER TO HAVE 
A CONCAVE EFFECT ON TOE UNDERSIDE, CAUSING THE KITE TUBE 
TO SUBMARINE. 

PLEASE NOTE UNDER INFLATION WILL CAUSE KITE TUBE TO NOT 
PERFORM AS DESIGNED. WHEN KITING, YOU CAN TELL VISUALLY IF 
YOU ARE CORRECTLY INFLATED 

Proper inflation means you'll have a wonderful flight experience, so fol
low the above instructions closely. 

A K I T E TUBE CARE AND MAINTENANCEA 

/ / 

• You may clean your towable using a soap and water or mild detergent. 
• You should inspect your unit frequently for wear and tear. If you need 
parts replacement please contact Sportsstufl 1-888-814-8833. 
• Before each use always check Inflation, tow connection and boat con
nection. 
• After using the Kite Tube do not leave out in direct sunlight, but keep in 
a shaded area. 
• When the unit is not iri use NEVER leave this unit is direct Sunlight at 
any time. 
• The strong UV rays will quickly destroy and downgrade the nylon cover 
and age the materials prematurely. 
• Monitor and adjust bladder pressure on warm days. 
• Never use strong cleaning agents. 
• The towable, when clean and dry, can be deflated and stored in a cool, 
dry area out of direct sunlight. (In between uses and at the end of the 
boating season.) 
• To deflate, simply open red valve. 
• Avoid storing this product In areas of extreme temperatures and please 
take precautions against animals and rodents. 
• Bright colored fabric covers used on the towables may bleed or fade 
when initially wet. Protect all boat interiors, docks and car interiors from 
possible staining. 

/ / . 

VKITE TUBE TETHER TOW ROPE A 

We have included a new style tether tow rope for use with the Kite Tube. 
Overall the tow rope is 65 foot length, but can be adjusted to 55 foot 
length and 45 foot length. Since the Kite Tube is unlike any previous tow
able tube with the added dimension of sustained height. We believe that 
the boat driver, rider and spotter are all beginners. We recommend the 
following to get the hang of Kiting, how the Kite reacts being towed by 
the boat, how the wind affects the flight while being ridden by different 
size riders. Experience is the best teacher. 

Step one: BEGINNER LEVEL 
All beginners start with 45 foot tow rope to get some experience. Use at 

. least 12 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use. 

• ^ 
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Step two: INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 
All intermediates can increase rope length to 55 foot to get more experi
ence. Use at least 24 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use. 

Step three; MASTER LEVEL. 
All masters can Increase.length to 65 foot to get more experience. 

You can spend all summer gaining experience Kiting and really still not 
have experienced all thirigs, wind speed, rider weiglit and boat speed 
create many variables (different kinds of watercraft, lack of wind) etc. 
Attach the Kite Tube Tether tow rope to the aluminum connector on the 
tube and to a towable hook on the rear of the boat. We recommend you 
use a low tow point on the rear transom of the boat or tow hook. 

/ / 

A K I T E TUBE HEIGHT INSTRUCTIONA 

NEVER KITE HIGHER THAN YOU ARE WILUNG TO FALL 

Just think of the fall, in normal tubing you can get thrown off and go up 
to 15 to 20 foot high, but in kiting you are already at a certain height 
above the water and can get thrown higher. At a boat speed of 10 and 20 
mph the water gets harder the faster and higher you go so control the 
boat speed and tube height and watch out for gusty and cross winds. 
Many bodies of water have natural barriers or wind breaks, be aware of 
these situations. Due to the height factor, you must use the Kite Tube in 
waters at least 6 feet deep (a guideline could be Tfoot of water depth for 
every foot of tube height). For best kiting use against the wind in straight-
line runs. 

ARIDER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING A 

< / 

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules; 

• Avoid gusty and cross winds, use in light to moderate steady winds, 
• Gusts and cross winds can cause this product to experience sudden 
changes in height or direction. 
• Use in at least 6 feet of water depth, the higher you Kite, the deeper 
the water should be. 
• Never use in shallow waters, 
• Boat driver, spotter and rider are all beginners, take it easy, learn in 
light steady wind, start slow. 
• Your body weight is a factor on balance and central, shifting helps to 
control kiting (rider Is ballast). 
• Have pre-ride discussion with rider, driver and spotter. 
• Never Ktte higher than you're willing to fall. 
• Into a steady wind, flight occurs more easily. 
• With the wind, flight is not so easy, 
• Based on rider weight, a lighter person will Kite easier than heavier per
son, 
• Do not over-estimate your ability. Kiting takes a practiced level of skill, 
• Keep tube's nose up when starting out, pull back on the ball/leash to 
help hold the nose up until the boat reaches planing speed. 
• Rider safety is in the hands of the boat driver and spotter. 
• Stay 100 yards from shore, avoid other boat traffic, power lines and 

http://WegoKiteTubeKar.ual2006.qxd
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other immovable objects, 
• Be aware of natural wind breaks and barriers that change the wind 
flow. 
• Use rear transom tow point. Using higher tow point means the Kite can 
Kite higher. 
• Maximum 1 rider capacity 
• Do not exceed 200 pound maximum weight or 100 pounds minimum, 
be at least 12 years of age and a height of 5 feet or more. 
• Balance to minimize movement while airborne. Too much movement 
can cause the Kite Tube to become wobbly and overturn. Maintain a 
good center of gravity, 
• 10 and 2 o'clock are the best control hand positions, 
• Hang time. Kite time, can be 1 second or many minutes. 
• Length of hang time depends on the wind, boat speed and rider 
weight, 
• A straight boat heading into the wind creates the optimum Kiting per
formance. 
• Ballet performance is what you are looking for (up and down), 
• Use the large panoramic window to see the boat and to view rider 
height, 
• Force the tube down by pushing your weight down with a swift, sitting 
motion, 
• Use your position within the slotting system cockpit to adjust pitch, or 
the angle by which the nose of the tube is inclined up or down from the 
horizontal, 
• Use the handles to adjust left to right balance, 
• Utilize a combination of foot and hand posiflons to accommodate the 
current wind and boat speed conditions. 
• Do not use this tube if you are pregnant, could be pregnant, or if you 
have neck or back problems. 
• Raise arms above head following a spill to signify to the boat driver 
and spotter that you are okay. 
• A rider that falls or is ejected should try to fall away from the Kite Tube. 
• Experience safe Kiting, 

/ / 

\ B O A T DRIVER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING A 

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules; 

• Driver should be at least 16 years of age and pass a coast guard 
appraved boating course. 
• Ufllize a large, wide angle, rear view mlrrar (20 Inch width) to keep eye 
on Kite elevation. 
• Slow speed to reduce height, a sudden gust of wind can send the rider 
up to 20 feet high or more in half a second. 
• Maintain constant communication with spotter about the Kite Tube and 
its performance. 
• Adjust boat speed to reduce the height of the Kite Tube. 
• The Kite Tube Is unlike any other towable tube, it can sustain flight at 
various heights for long periods of time. 
• Wind, boat speed, rider weight and length of rope are big variables in 
Kiting performance, 
• Pay attention and adjust the boat speed frequently to fit the conditions. 
You are the director, 
• Never Kite higher than you want the rider to fall, adjust your speed. 

file:///BOAT
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• Avoid excessive boat speed at atl times. 
• Have pre-ride meeting with spotter and rider to discuss the type of ride 
to be given. 
• Detemiine the best conditions for Kite tubing based on rider weight, 
boat speed and wind speed. 
• Give-way to all other watercraft, especially sailboats. 
• The Kite Tube can sustain flight with steady head wind and boat speed. 
Head into the wind 
• Be aware of cross winds and wind gusts. 
• Use the large, panoramic window to monitor and communicate with the 
rider. 
• Don't gamble with rider safety. Driver must accept 100% responsibility 
for the safety of the rider. 
• Instruct the rider to lean back and pull on the leash to keep the nose 
up until the boat and tube plane out, as the boat planes out and the tube 
rises out of the water, there will be almost no drag on the boat. 
• Most boating accidents happen in less than 2 seconds. 
• Reaction time varies from 120 to 255 feet of boat length. 
• Do not be in-attentive. Do not let your mind wander. Focus on what you 
are doing 
• Never use the Kite Tube with wind forces so Strang that you are unable 
to maintain central. 
• Don't Kite in electrical storms. 
• The Kite Tube is an air foil of extremely limited capabilities with regard 
to wind and turbulence. 
• Instruct all riders of rules and warnings, plus how to ride. 
• In riding position, the rider and tube are at a 45° angle to the water's 

_^ -, surface. 
-^: 7" • Avoid floating objects and all immovable objects. 

• All riders should be towed at speeds that allow for reasonable control. 
• Avoid submarining the towable when first starting out or on spills. 
• Slow boat down to 5 mph to turn around and pick up the rider. 
• In many cases when the rider falls off, the Kite will continue to be air
borne 
• Don't be a gunner; slamming the thrattle forward and forgetting about 
the towable and your rider. Focus 
• In no-wind conditions, use zig-zags, whips, figure eights and circles 
that the Kite Tube will Kite in, but remember the Kite Tube is designed to 
Kite into the wind. 
• Do not throw away your owners manual or DVD. You must review peri
odically and especially when allowing others to use or borrow your Kite 
Tube. 
• Unlike most towables that ride on the water's surface and have tremen-

' dous drag, when the Kite Tube is Kiting or flying there is almost no drag 
and the boat has a tendency to go faster, so watch out for this effect (a 
lot of drag to no drag). 
• Don't overioad your boat with a lot of passengers. 
• Like many towables, rider balance too far forward can cause towable 
to nose under. This is called submarining. When the you start moving for
ward, make sure the rider holds the leash on the tube to help keep the 
nose up during takeofl, till the boat reaches planing speed and lift occurs 
on the Kite Tube. If the boat driver, spotter and rider are not paying atten
tion, the towable could nose in. This causes the submarine effect, which 
results in the towable acting like an anchor. Reduce speed immediately, 
otherwise you will create too much drag on the boat and tube, causing 
something to break. 

/ y 
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• Pay attention when starting out to prevent this effect. Let's say every
thing goes right and the Kite Tube and rider are traveling at a sustained 
height above the water and the rider falls off. The Kite might continue its 
flight or crash down into the water. We suggest that you slow the boat 
down to 5mph, otherwise the towable might again act like a submarine, 
because it is upside down or wind conditions have forced it into a weird 
position where it cannot be towed at any speed other than 5 mph. 
• It is the obligafion of the boat driver to operate the boat in responsible 
safe manner and not try to "dump the rider". 
• Experience safe Kiting. 

/ / 

ASUBMARINE EFFECT WARNING A 

LIKE MANY TOWABLES, A RIDER'S BALANCE TOO FAR FORWARD CAN 
CAUSE TOWABLE TO NOSE UNDER. THIS WE CALL SUBMARINING. 
WHEN THE BOAT DRIVER STARTS FORWARD, HE OR SHE SHOULD 
MAKE SURE THE RIDER HOLDS THE LEASH TO HELP KEEP THE NOSE 
UP DURING TAKEOFF TILL THE BOAT REACHES PLANING SPEED AND 
LIFT OCCURS ON TOE KITE TUBE. IF TOE BOAT DRIVER, SPOTTER 
AND RIDER ARE NOT PAYING ATTENTION TOE TOWABLE COULD NOSE 
IN. THIS CAUSES TOE SUBMARINE EFFECT, WHICH RESULTS IN THE 
TOW/\BLE ACTING LIKE AN ANCHOR. REDUCE SPEED IMMEDIATELY, 
OTOERWISE YOU WILL CREATE TOO MUCH DRAG ON THE BOAT /WD 
TUBE CAUSING THE SOMETOING TO BREAK. PAY ATTENTION, WHEN 
STARTING OUT TO PREVENT THIS EFFECT. 
LET'S SAY, EVERYTHING GOES RIGHT AND TOE KITE TUBE AND RIDER 
ARE TRAVELING A SUSTAINED HEIGHT ABOVE TOE WATER AND THE 
RIDER F/VLLS OFF. THE KITE MIGHT CONTINUE ITS FLIGHT OR CRASH 
[X)WN INTO THE WATER. WE SUGGEST YOU SLOW THE BOAT DOWN 
TO 5MPH, OTHERWISE THE TOW/VBLE MIGHT AGAIN ACT LIKE A SUB
MARINE BECAUSE IT IS UPSIDE DOWN OR WIND CONDITIONS HAVE 
FORCED IT INTO A WEIRD POSITION WHERE IT C/WNOT BE TOWED AT 
ANY SPEED OTOER THAN 5 MPH. BOAT DRIVER SHOULD TURN TO 
PICK UP RIDER AND START ALL OVER AGAIN. 
IT IS THE OBLIGATION OF TOE BOAT DRIVER TO OPERATE TOE BOAT 
IN RESPONSIBLE SAFE MANNER AND NOT TRY TO "DUMP TOE 
RIDER". TOE KITE TUBE IS DESIGNED TO BE RIDDEN AT SAFE LEVEL 
WITOOUT HAVING TO HAVE SOME CR/\ZY BOAT DRIVER TRYING TO 
CREATE PROBLEMS. EXPERIENCE SAFE KITING. 

/ / 

.SPOTTER OR OBSERVER INSTRUCTION , 

• Have watersports safety flag 
• Keep driver aware of other boating traffic, obstacles, etc 
• Keep driver aware of towable state and rider condifions and how the 
towable is doing 
• Keep tow rapes from getting caught on protrusion from the boat 
• We have found that small megaphone helps to communicate with rider 
prior to takeoff and give last minute instructions 

http://WegDKiteTubeKar.ual2005.qxd
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A WIND SPEED AND EFFECT A 

/ > -

We are providing you with the following information to help you evaluate 
your current conditions before Kite tubing. 

Wind 5peed(mph) 

0-1 

2-3 

13-18 

19-24 

25-33 

34-40 

41-47 

4&-55 

56-63 

64+ 

Wind effect 

smoke rises vertically 

direction of the wind shown by smoke drift, but not 
by wind vanes 

wind fell on face: leaves mstle: ordinary wind vane 
moved by wind 

leaves and twigs in constant motion; wind extends a 
light flag 

raises dust, loose paper snnall branches are moved 

small trees in leaf begin to sway; crested wavelets 
form on inland waters 

large branches in motion; whistling heard in power 
lines; urnbretla difficult to use 

strong gale 

stonn 

violent storm 

hurricane 

/ / 

http://WegoXiteTubeHar.ual20D6.qxd
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WARRANTY POLICY: 

Sportsstuff warrants, to the original purchaser only, that their high performance 
products, when used for normal recreational purposes, are free from defects in 
material and worttmanship for a period of ninety (90) days fram the date of pur
chase, Ttils warranty does NOT coven products for rental, for hire and other uses 
not considered for normal recreational purposes; nor purKtures, cuts, abrasions in 
normal use. For prompt parts replacement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstuff 
directly at 888-S14-8833. Replacement parts are shipped within 48 hours of notif ica-
tion Monday through Friday. Do not return to your dealer (USA ONLY). This wananty 
is only valid in the USA. 

If you have any questions about any Sportsstuff, Inc. product replacement parts or 
locating a dealer in your area, contact us at: 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
Toll Free: 888-814-8833 
Tel: 402-592-9085 
Fax: 402-592-1354 
E-mail: customercare@sport5stuff.com 

Warranty registration Is available on-line at: ht tp: / /www.sportsstuf f .com 

/ > 

Prior authorization is required for returned merchandise. No credit will be given for a 
product that is sent back without prior authorization from Sportsstuff, Inc. After 
receiving an authorization number, please ship retumed products to the following 
address: / / 
Sportsstuff, Inc. Return Center 
11213 E Circle, Su i teA 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(Please lat>el paci<age with RA #) 

mailto:customercare@sport5stuff.com
http://www.sportsstuff.com
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TOWABLE OWNER'S MANUAL 

Impor tant in format ion is enc losed in th is manual . Please read these mater ia ls 
pr ior t o assembl ing and using th is p r o d u c t Keep fo r fu ture reference. 

For quest ions on assembly, parts or warranty, con tac t the experts at 
Sportsstuff . DO NOT RETURN th is p roduc t to the storel 

Con tac t us TOLL FREE: 888-814-B833 (USA) (Sam-Spm, CST Monday-Fr iday) 

Congratulations on your new towable purchase! Sportsstuff prides ttsetf in making 
the most innovative inflatable products on the p lanet Your high performance tow
able is designed to provide an exciting and unique riding experience for the whole 
family. 

. AWARNINGA 
- f ^ To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, fo l low these rules: 

• Not a lifesaving device. Never leave cNldren unattended. Use only under competent 
supervision. 
• Read the owner's manual carefully before using your Sportsstuff towable. 
• Not for use by children under six (12) years of age. 
• The watercraft driver is responsible f o r the towable and riders since the towable 
cannot be controlled by the rider(s). The rider(s) may not be able to see where 
he/she is going. 
• Ahvays have an experienced watercraft driver at the helm and always have three 
or more people present for safe tubing-one to drive the watercraft, one to observe 
and or>e or more to ride. 
• Observer in the boat/watercraft should keep the driver aware of the towable 
rider(s) status. 
• Always keep a lookout for other boats/watercrafts, swimmers, towables, and 
other obstructions in the water. Stay away from other tx iats and persor»al water-
craft, docl<s, pilings, bridges, shallow water ar>d the shore. 
• The watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which might 
cause the towable to fl ip over, resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
• Never exceed 20 mph when towing adults or 15 mph with children. 
• Use a tow rope specifically designed for the WEGO 
• Never operate ttie boat/watercraft or ride the towable under the influence of alcohol 
or other drugs. 
• Never place wrists or feet through the handles or towing harness. 
" Riders should keep arms and feet out of tho water. 
• Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your 
particular tube. 
• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs average tensile strength for pulling a single 
person, 2375 Ibs average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs average 

/ y 
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tensile strength for pulling three people and 4100 Ibs average tensile strength for 
pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope should be at least 45 feet In 
length but not exceed 65 feet 
• The stress on tiie rope is different from the stress on the tube, and wiil vary with 
the weight of the passengers, design, and surface area of the tube. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type III (PFD) ski vest or as recom
mended by proper govemment authorities. 
« Use this product only on water. 
• Know your limits. Stop when you're t ired. Act responsibly. Be in good physical 
condition and be cautious in your use of this or any otlier towable. 
• Do not use this unit when it Is under-inflated. The risks involved with this could 
include entrapment which may result in death or serious injury. 

The manufacturer, Sportsstuff, Inc, does not have control over the use of this product 
and assumes no liability therein. Under no circumstances is Sportsstuff or the seller, 
liable for any loss, damage. Injury or expenses of any kind arising out of the use of 
this product. It is the responsibility of the user to determir>e the proper suitability 
and safety of the product during normal use. This product is subject to age, wear 
and deterioration from use and weather cor>ditions. We strongly recommend that 
you inspect the product on a regular basis. 

REPLACING PRODUCT PARTS: 

If a leak or problem is suspected with your tube, locate the valves,defiate the item 
and remove the inflatable PVC bladder to inspect possible problem areas. Contact 
Sportsstuff warranty department for prompt parts replacement if a problem is 
located. For non-warranty parts replacement, follow the same procedure. When a 
replacement is received, follow the steps below: 

A A 1. Unfold the cover and lay the bladder o u t 
2. Locate the bladder and the inflation valve. Carefully place the PVC bladder inside 
the cover of the product in the appropriate location. 
3. Une up the valve with the valve opening in the cover. 
4. Refer to the WEGO manual for further assembly information. 

/ / 

MAINTENANCE: 

Very little care is required for the bladder or cover. 
• You may clean your towable using soap and water or niild detergent. 
• Never use strong cleaning agents. 
• The towable, when clean ar>d dry, can be deflated and stored in a cool, dry area 
out of direct sunl ight 
• To deflate, simply unfasten the entire valve from the base. 
• Avoid storirig this product in areas of extreme temperatures and please take pre
cautions against animals and rodents. 
• Bright colored fabric covers used on the towable may bleed or fade when initially 
w e t Protect all boat interiors and all other surfaces from possible staining. 

TOW ROPE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SPORTSSTUFF PRODUCTS: 

• The watercraft owner/operator is responsible for informing all the persons riding 
or using tow ropes of the WSIA Recommendations for tow ropes. Improper use of 
your tube and rope could result in serious injury or death. 
• Following are the WSIA (Water Sport Industry Association) Recommendations for 
tow ropes (Do not exceed recommended rider capacity for your tube): 
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/ / 

Number of Riders Combined Weight of Riders Rope Tensile Strength 

One min lOOIbs-max 200 Ibs 1500 Ibs 

• A starKlard tow rope should not exceed 65 feet. 
• The tow rope should be assembled in a manner appropriate for the watercraft 
and tow tui>e. 
' Please check all rope connections for frays, cuts, sharp edges, knots and wear 
and tear before each use. Discard any ropes that appear to be worn. It Is 
recommended tliat you replace each tow rope at the t>eginning of the boating season. 
• Tow ropes are subject to stretching during use. Please warn riders and persons 
in the boat/watercraft of the danger of ropes recoilir>g. 
• DO NOT place arms, legs or head in the handle section as serious injury may result. 
• Ensure that the tow rope is free from all body parts prior to towing a rider and 
while the tube is in use. 
• Do not use a tow rope with a bungee material to pull skiers or riders. This type of 
apparatus could also result in serious injury or death to the tube rider or 
passengers in the boat/watercraft. 
• Ropes will deteriorate with direct sunlight exposure. Please store away fram 
direct sunlight and discard any rape that is frayed, discolored or raveling. 
• Do not add hardware to this product that is not supplied by Sportsstuff. 
• Avoid the propeller and engine at all t imes. Should the rape become tangled in 
the propeller, shut off the engine and remove key from ignition before retrieving 
rape fram prapeller. 

AWARNING! GENERAL USE AND SAFETY: 

• When using a Sportsstuff product, you are engaging in an exciting recreational 
activity with inherent risks. Act responsibly and only use your product with t l ie 
awareness of and willingness to accept the risks involved. 
• Read all instructions and warnings provided to you in this owner's manual and 
those printed on the p roduc t Do not discard this manual. 
• As in any recreational activity, reckless use, misuse, inexperience and/or neglect 
of the proper equipment used may result in serious injury or death. 
• Visually inspect the towable and tow rape before each use. Do not use rf product 
or tow rope is damaged in any way. 
• This product is NOT for use by children under 12 years of age. 
• Never leave children unattended. Use only under competent supervision. 
• Sportsstuff products are NOT to be used for rental use. 
• Do not consume alcohol or other drugs while using this product Even small 
quantities of alcohol and other drugs can impair judgment, balance, and coordination 
which can greatly affects one's performartce. 
• Make sure all riders are wearing a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) approved life 
vest at at all t imes. 
• Be conscious of the weather conditions as weather changes can occur very quickly. 
• Check with your state or local govemment to learn their specific legal requirements 
concerning towables and towing. 
• Use tow ropes that are designed specifically for towables with WSIA (Water 
Sports Industry Association) break strength guidelines. 

/ / 

AWARNING! BOAT DRIVERS NOTICE: A 

• The boat/watercraft driver has the ultimate responsibility for the safety of the 
riders. 
• Carefully survey the water before you begin towing riders. 
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• Do Not pull a towable without a rider. A towable is designed to have a rider in 
order to balance the weight distribution of the product 
• Be aware of water conditions along with changes in the weather. The condit ion 
of the water greatly influences the type of ride the rider wil l have. Please take into 
consideration the age and physical ability of your rider. 
• It is the boat/watercraft driver's responsibility to instruct the riders how to ride a 
towable. The boat/watercraft driver should carefully instruct the riders of potential 
risks and possible injury that may occur if they partake in careless behavior. 
• At the beginning of the ride, carefully take the slack out of the tow rope. Never 
jerk start a towable. After the rider has signaled that he/she is ready, the driver can 
slowly bring the towable to a planing point. 
• Most towables will plarte out at 10 to 20 mph, depending on the weight of the 
rider. It is important to keep the nose of the item up until the Item is planing. 
• The resistance of the product varies widely with these factors: boat speed, tums, 
water conditions, numt>er of riders and their v/eight towable size, shape and function. 
The boat/watercreft driver should adjust the boat speed to fit these situations to 
minimize resistance of the towable. 
• Use in wide, open spaces. Stay at least 100 yards from shallow water, shore, 
rocks, boats, docks and buoys. Most accidents happen on turns and in congested 

/ / 

• The boat/watercraft driver determines the speed and the action of the towable in 
turns and when crossing the boatAvatercraft wake. In the straight-a-ways, the 
boat/watercraft towing speed is the same as the towable speed. The towable 
speed will increase when the boat/watercraft makes a 90 to 180 degrees t um 
without Increasing the boat/watercraft speed. If the boat/watercraft speed Is 20 
mph, the towable speed can be 30-40 mph. The "slingshot effect" sends the user 
outward from the center of the towable. Be aware of the liriiitations of the rider. 
• Large wakes combined with the wave action and speed can contribute to a 
rough ride. Use a safe speed that enables the towable to plane out. The 
boat/watercraft driver should adjust the boat/watercraft speed and tums to fit the 
water conditions and the age, experience, skill and physical strength of the rider. 
• Excessive speed or sharp turns might cause the tube to flip over abruptly, possibly 
causing serious injury to the rider. 
• If the towable overturns, the boat/watercraft driver should not exceed 5 mph 
until the towable Is upright again. 
• Under normal condit ions, the maximum safe speed for adults is 20 mph. Safe 
speeds for children are less than 15 mph, depending on the age and physical 
capability of the chi ld. 
• Please niake sure your boat/watercraft is tow-worthy and has tho appropriate 
horeepower to pull rider(s) and the tow tube. Do not exceed the boat/watercraft 
passenger capacity. 
• Extreme drag forces can develop when pulling this tube. Please use towable in 
calm water. IHeavy waves or choppy conditions can create more drag or even result 
in a submarine or anchor ef fect 
• Extreme drag forces may also result if: the rider(s) fall off, the tube noses in or 
tips over and water fills cockpit/seating area. The boat/watercraft operator should 
immediately slow or stop to eliminate this factor. 
• Death or serious injury can result from the submarine or anchor effect causing 
more extreme drag forces on the tow rope and/or tow po in t The tow rope might 
have too much stress and either break and snap back at tfie rider(s) or other 
occupants of the b o a t It is the boat driver's responsibility to make sure this does 
not occur. 

/ / 
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• Do not exceed the weight guidelines of your boa t Do not allow passengers to 
hang outside the boat or side on the gunwales (sides/edges of the boat) outside 
the normal seating area of the boat. Uneven weight distribution or additional 
weight may affect the handling of the t roat Never allow water to overflow the gun
wales (sides/edges of the boat) of the boat. 

AWARNING! BOAT OWNERS WITH HIGH TOWER AND PYLONS, 

• Tow/Ski towers are not designed for use with any inflatable tube towtng. 
• Use only lifting eyesAransoms or tournament-rated ski pylons tor towing tubes. 
• Consult your boat's manufacturer if you are unsure of It's tournament rating. 
• Do not tow any inflatable from a ski eye. 
• Any tow pylon or ski pylon installed after market is not intended for inflatable 
tube towing. 
• Death or serious injury may result if an unapproved ski/tow pylon is used. 

<y 

V WARNING! SPOTTERS NOTICE: A 

• Always use a spotter (observer) in the boat to communicate the needs of the 
rider to the driver. 
• The spotter must be the eyes of the driver and the rider, always alert to recog
nize possible danger so proper action can be taken to avokJ any risk to the rider. 
• If the towable overturns, the boat/watercraft driver should not exceed 5 mph 
until the towable is upright again. 
• The spotter should hold up a safety flag cautioning all other boaters that riders 
are in the water. 

. WARNING! RIDERS NOTICE: A 

• Do not use this items as a personal flotation device. 
• Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your par
ticular tube. 
• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs average tensile strength for pulling a single 
person, 2375 lbs average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs average 
tensile strength for pulling three people and 4100 Ibs average tensile strength for 
pullirig four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope should be at least 45 feet In 
length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
• Only use this product with a responsible boat/watercraft i t e r a t o r v/ho knows 
how to effectively operate the equipment 
• This product should be used in water only. Do not launch from dock or land. 
• Do not use near piling, docks, shores or shalkiw water or other obstructions that 
could cause serious injury to the rider. 
• Carefully instruct the other riders the proper way to attach rope and operate the 
towable. 
• DO NOT strap or attach arms or legs to cover or tut>e. Never place hands or 
feet in between the tube or cover. 
• This item has no braking or steering mechanism and c ^ i develop high speeds 
under certain towing conditions. Use at your own risk! 
• This product is not a life saving device. 
• Take necessary b r e ^ s when you are tired. 
• Never get near the propeller with the engine running, even if it is in neutral. 

/ / 
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GENERAL TROUBLE SHOOTING GUIDE: 

Symptom: Product won't hold air. 
Solut ion: Check to see that the valve is fastened properiy. Re-fasten valve if need
ed. Check to see if the product was inflated fully from the beginning. If you sus
pect it wasn't inflated fully, add more air PVC Repair Adhesive is available from 
Sportsstuff at www.sportsstuff.com or 888-814-8833 for small hole or seam repairs. 

Symptom: Valve Is leaking 
Solution: Listen closely to hear if air is leaking. Be sure the valve and cap are 
screwed in or fastened straight and are tight. Leakage can occur if the valve Is not 
fastened correctly. 

Symptom: Product inflates but doesn't become firm. 
Solut ion: Please check to make sure It was inflated firmly with a high volume air 
pump. If you are sure you inflated it properiy, fully assess it for a leak or re-fasten 
the valve. If a leak is detected, the bladder may be patched by using Sportsstuff 
PVC Adhesive which can be purchased directly from Sportsstuff. 

Symptom: Cover is very loose (Applies only to products with covere). 
Solut ion: Please check to make sure that your product is inflated fully and the tube 
is in place. The cover should fit snugly over the well-inflated tube. If the cover 
remains loose, add more air. See also the INFLATION section of this manual. 

WARRANTY POLICY: 

Sportsstuff warrants, to the original purchaser only, that their high performance 
products, when used for normal recreational purposes, are free from defects in 
material and workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of pur
chase. This warranty does NOT cover: products for rental, for hire and other uses 
not considered for normal recreational purposes; nor punctures, cuts, abrasions In 
nonnal use. For prompt parts replacement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstuff 
directly at 888-814-8833. Replacement parts are shipped within 48 hours of notif i
cation Monday thrtjugh Friday. Do not retum to your dealer (USA ONLY). This war
ranty is only valid in the US/\. 

If you have any questions about any Sportsstuff, Inc. product, replacement parts or 
locating a dealer in your area, contact us a t 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
Toll Free: 888-814-8833 
Tel: 402-592-9085 
Fax: 402-592-1354 
E-mail: customercare@sportsstuff.com ' 

Warranty registration is available on-line at: http://vvww.5p0rtsstuff.com 

Prior authorization is required for returned merchandise. No credit will be given for 
a product that is sent back without prior authorization from Sportsstuff, Inc. After 
receiving an authorization number, please ship retumed products to the following 

/ / 

Sportsstuff, Inc. Retum Center 
11213 E Circle, Su i teA 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(Please label package with RA tt) 

http://Ger.eralTowableManuaI20C5.qxd
http://www.sportsstuff.com
mailto:customercare@sportsstuff.com
http://vvww.5p0rtsstuff.com
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WATERSPORTS RGSPONSIBILrrY CODE 
Be aware that there are elements or risk in boat ing, EkIIng, and r iding Ihat common 

sense and personal awareness can help reduce. Know your ability level and stay 

wi th in it. 

To iricrease your enjoyment ot ttie spo r i fol low the "Watersports Responsfti i l i ty Code". 

It is your responsibi l i ty to : 

• Familiarize yaursetf w i lh al l applicable laws, the risks inherent in the sport, and 

proper use of the equipment. 

• Krww the watenvays where you wil l be ski ing or riding. Do not ski or ride in 

shallow water, near shore, docks, pi l ings swimmers or other watercraf t 

• Always have a person other than the boat driver as an observer and agree on 

hand signals before stari tng. 

• Ahvays wear a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) vest. 

• Read your ovimer's manual and inspect your equipment prior to use. 

• Ski or ride within your Gmits. Ahvays ski or ride in control and at speeds 

appropriate (or your ability. 

• Ahvays t u m Ignition oft virhen anyone Is near watercraft power drive unit. 

• Carbon Monoxida (CO) poisoning f rom engine exhaust may causa Injury or 

death. Never "Platform Drag ' or touch a swim platform whi le the engine is 

running. 

• Not operate watercraft, ski or ride under the Influence of alcohol or drugs. 

Wats- Sports Industry AsMid^kin 

/ / / / 
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Tab 4 (b) 

TAB 4(B) -- ROPE FOR TOWING INFLATABLE TUBE: ON PRODUCT WARNING 
[In the following waming, fill in the appropriate infonnation for the stiength ofthe rope.] 

A WARNING 
Use ofthis product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
1. Inspect rope and connector before each use. Do not use if damaged. 
2. Make sure rope is not wrapped around part of anyone's body during use. 
3. Rope stretches during use. Breakage can cause rope to snap back and may hit the occupants or 

user, which could result in injury. 
4. This rope is intended only for towing up to a maximum of [one, two, three, four] people or 

[170, 340, 510, 680] pounds on an inflatable tube. Any other use may cause rope failure. 
5. Read Operator's Manual before use. Do not remove warning. 

SPECIAL MANUFACTURERS INSTRUCTIONS: [Insert appropriate number of people and 
corresponding weight for ropes you are selling.] 

MANUFACTURER'S GUIDELINES FOR USE 

1) The waming is FOR USE ON ROPE FOR TOWING INFLATABLE TUBE. 

2) Warning should be securely attached to the tow rope within six feet of rope where it attaches to 
inflatable tube. Waming should be attached in a manner that should be resistant to degradation 
caused by sun, salt, gasoline, abrasion, etc. 

3) Use only an easily readable font style. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

4) Use highly contrasting colors. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

5) Waming should be "boxed" and "headlined" WARNING, with an orange background behind the 
upper "Waming" Box. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

6) Waming should be placed in a conspicuous location so that there is a likelihood it will be seen by 
user prior to use. 

7) Manufacturer should list on the tube rope packaging and in the instmctions the maximum number 
of riders intended for towing using this tube rope, and list the average tensile strength ofthe rope. 

8) Printed material such as in an Operator's Manual that includes the warning does not need to have 
the orange color in the upper box. 

This infoiTnation is presented as guidelines for manufacturers and suppliers to infonn users. Due to the 
unique design or proprietary style of some devices or sporting equipment, changes to the document(s) 
may be necessaiy in word content. This will prevent conflict of statements and permit new iimovative 
changes and designs to products, while still following the intent ofthe message. 

Tab 4 (c) 

17 
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TAB 4(C) - OPERATOR'S MANUAL: SKI TOW ROPE AND ROPE FOR TOWING 
INFLATABLE TUBE: 

SKI TOW ROPE 

A WARNING 
Use of this product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
1. Inspect rope, handle and connectors before each use. Do not use if damaged. 
2. Make sure rope is not wrapped around part of anyone's body during use. 
3. Rope stretches during use. Sudden release of handle can cause rope and handle to snap back 

and may hit the occupants or user, which could result in injury. 
4. This rope is intended only for towing a single person on water skis, wake/kneeboards, or 

barefooting. Any other use may cause rope failure. 
5. Read Operator's Manual before use. Do not remove warning. 

[In the following waming, fill in the appropriate information forthe strength ofthe rope.] 

ROPE FOR TOWING INFLATABLE TUBE 

A WARNING 
Use of this product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
1. Inspect rope and connector before each use. Do not use if damaged. 
2. Make sure rope is not wrapped around part of anyone's body during use. 
3. Rope stretches during use. Breakage can cause rope to snap back and may hit the occupants or 

user, which could result in injury. 
4. This rope is intended only for towing up to a maximum of [one, two, three, four] people or 

[170, 340, 510, 680] pounds on an inflatable tube. Any other use may cause rope failure. 
5. Read Operator's Manual before use. Do not remove warning. 

SPECIAL MANUFACTURERS INSTRUCTIONS: [Insert appropriate number of people and corresponding weight for 
ropes you are selling. 

PRODUCT INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNINGS 

Watersports can be safe and fun for all levels of enthusiasts. The Operator's Manual is presented to 
enhance your enjoyment ofthe sport. It is intended to alert you to some ofthe potentially dangerous 
conditions that can arise in all watersports. 

To reduce the risk ofinjury or death, follow these guidelines: 
• It is the responsibility ofthe watercraft owner/operator to know and inform all persons riding or 

using tow ropes ofthe information presented herein. Unsafe operation by watercraft driver will 
endanger you and others. 

• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling a single person, 2375 
lbs. average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 lbs average tensile strength for pulling 

18 
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for three people and 4100 lbs. tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The 
tow rope should be at least 50 feet in length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
The stress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and will vary with the weight of 
the passengers, design, and surface area ofthe tube. 

• Check the rope, handle, and/or cormectors for frays, cuts, sharp edges, knots, or wear before 
each use. Discard rope if any such condition exists or if rope appears to be wom. Such 
conditions may lead to breaks which can cause rope to snap back and may hit the occupants of 
the watercraft which could result in injury or death. 

• Never put arms, legs or head in the handle section, since injury or death may result. Never wrap 
rope around any part of your body prior to or during use or when retrieving rope. 

• Do not use a tow rope with elastic or bungee material to pull skiers or riders. Such an addition 
can break or stretch which may lead to injury of users or occupants of watercraft. 

• Rope is subject to deterioration when exposed to direct sunlight. The life ofthe product will be 
extended when stored away from sunlight. 

• The product should be replaced when signs of deterioration appear, indicated by the existence of 
discoloration, wearing, fraying or raveling. Some chemicals may affect the rope. If the product 
become tacky or changes color or appearance, do not use. 

• Do not add hardware or attachments that are not otherwise supplied by the manufacturer. 

WATERSPORTS SAFETY CODE: 

Watersports are fun and challenging but involve inherent risks of injury or death. To increase your 
enjoyment ofthe sport and to reduce your risks, use common sense and follow these rules: 

Before vou start: 
• Familiarize yourself with all applicable federal, state and local laws, the risks inherent in the 

sport and the proper use ofthe equipment. 
• Know fhe waterways. 
• Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
• Skier/rider, observer and driver must agree on hand signals. 
• Never start out until skier/rider signals he/she is ready. 
• Carbon Monoxide (CO) poisoning from engine exhaust may cause injury or death. Do not sit 

on the boat transom or swim platform while the engine is miming. These activities may lead to 
excessive CO exposure which may catise injury or death. If you can smell engine exhaust 
while in the boat, do not stay seated in that position for prolonged periods. Never "Platform 
Drag" by holding onto the swim platform or be dragged directly behind the boat. An 
improperly tuned engine will produce excessive exhaust. Have your engine checked and 
conected by a mechanic. Changing boat speed or direction relative to the wind can reduce or 
increase boat exhaust from accumulating near the boat and rider. Consult your boat Owners 
Manual, or the United States Coast Guard's website: www.uscgboating.org for more 
information on how to help protect others and yourself from the dangers of CO poisoning 

• Use caution and common sense. 
• Do not exceed the weight guidelines of your boat. Only use water ballast and people for 

additional weight. Do not allow passengers to hang outside the boat or sit on the gunwales 
outside the nonnal seating aiea ofthe boat. Uneven weight distiibution or additional weight 
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may affect the handling ofthe boat. Never allow water to overflow the gunwales of your 
boat. 

Your equipment and your tow rope: 
• Inspect all equipment prior to use. Check bindings, fins, tube and attacliment point, and 

flotation device prior to each use. Do not use if damaged. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) vest. 
• Rope should be attached to the watercraft in an approved fashion with hardware designed for 

towing. Refer to your watercraft manual for instmctions on proper tow rope attachment. 
• Tow ropes stretch during use. If a rope breaks or is suddenly released, it can snap back into 

the watercraft. Wam all riders, skiers and occupants ofthe danger of rope recoil. 
• When in the boat, keep away from the tow rope to avoid injury. Passengers can be hit, or 

become entangled in the rope. 
• Inspect tow rope and its attachments before using. Do not use tow rope if frayed, knotted 

or damaged. Replace when signs of excessive deterioration are indicated by discoloration, 
broken filaments, unraveling or other obvious signs of wear on the rope or hardware. 

• Use proper tow rope for the activity. 
• Ensure tow rope is clear of all body parts prior to starting out or during use. 
• Keep persons and ropes away from propeller when engine is running, even in neutral. 

Should rope become entangled in propeller, SHUT OFF ENGINE AND REMOVE 
IGNITION KEY BEFORE RETRIEVING ROPE. 

When you ski or ride: 
• Attempting land or dock starts can increase the risk of injury or death. USE THIS 

PRODUCT ONLY ON WATER. 
• Always remove any slack in the rope between watercraft and skier/ rider before starting. 

Sudden shock loads may cause injury to skier/rider or failure of rope, resulting in snap-back 
or breakage. 

• Do not ski or ride in shallow water, near shore, pilings, docks, rafts, swimmers, other boats 
or other obstacles. Such obstacles are examples of risks that are inherent in the sport. 

• The driver and skier/rider must watch for and be able to stop or tum to avoid obstacles. 
• Always ski or ride in control and at speeds appropriate for your ability, limits. Do not ski or 

ride over ramps or jumps without prior instmction. 
• Falling and the injuries that may result are inherent risks in the sport. 
• Use a flag to signal to others that a skier or rider is in the water. 
• Driver must use extra caution approaching a fallen skier/rider and keep eye contact on fallen 

skier/rider at all times. 
• Put the boat in neutral when near a fallen skier/rider. Tum the engine off when people are 

getting into or out ofthe boat, or in the water near the boat. 
• Do not operate watercraft, ski or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

THE WARNINGS AND PRACTICES SET FORTH ABOVE IN THE WATERSPORTS 
SAFETY CODE REPRESENT SOME COMMON RISKS ENCOUNTERED BY USERS. THE 
CODE DOES NOT PURPORT TO COVER ALL INSTANCES OF RISK OR DANGER. 
PLEASE USE COMMON SENSE AND GOOD JUDGMENT. 
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Please contact us ifyou have any questions on the proper selection, function, or safe use ofthis 
product. 

MANUFACTURER'S INSTRUCTIONS 

The information above should be PROVIDED TO THE PURCHASER OF A SKI TOW ROPE 
AND ROPE FOR TOWING INFLATABLE TUBE at the time of sale. The specific type of dehvery 
vehicle {i.e. wananty card, release form) is to be at the option of each manufacturer. 

Manufacturer should supply address information including mailing address, phone, email, and toll free 
numbers if available in the Operator's Manual. 

2 1 



0606014HCC3604 Exiiibit F 

Tab 5 (a) 

TAB 5(A) - INFLATABLE TUBE: ON PRODUCT WARNING 
AWARNING 

Use of this product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
• Do not use at speeds that exceed skills of the rider. Boat speed should never exceed 20 mph for 

adults and 15 mph for children. 
This product should never be used by children except under adult supervision. 
This is not a personal floatation device. 
Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type HI (PFD) vest. 
Never place wrists or feet through handles or towing harness. Ensure tow rope is clear of all body 
parts prior to or during use. 
Rider should keep feet out of the water. 
Watercraft driver is responsible for the ride since the tube cannot be controlled by the rider. 
Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
Watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which might cause the tube to flip 
over abruptly resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
Do not tow in shallow water or near shore, docks, pilings, swimmers or other boats. 
Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling a single person, 2375 Ibs. 
average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling for 
three people and 4100 lbs. tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow 
rope should be at least 50 feet in length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
Do not operate watercraft, or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Read Operator's Manual before use. 

MANUFACTURER'S GUIDELINES FOR USE 

1) This waming is FOR USE ON TOWABLE TUBES. 

2) Waming should be securely attached to (or printed on) the tube or sunounding skirt in a manner 
that should be resistant to degradation caused by sun, salt, gasoline, abrasion, etc. 

3) Use only an easily readable font style. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

4) Use only highly contrasting colors. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

5) Waming should be "boxed" and "headlined" WARNING, with an orange background behind 
the upper "Waming" Box. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

6) Waming should be placed in a conspicuous location so that there is a likelihood it will be seen 
prior to use. 

7) Printed material such as in an Operator's Manual that includes the waming does not need to 
have the orange color in the upper box. 

SPECIAL MANUFACTURING INSTRUCTIONS 
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8) Manufacturer should list on the packaging and in the instmctions the maximum number of 
riders recommended for the product, and the average tensile stiength ofthe rope necessary for 
pulling the tube and its rider(s). 

[Insert appropriate number of people for this tube, conesponding average weight for the people, and 
the average tensile sfrength ofthe rope required in the following message which should appear on the 
packagmg.] 

Average Rope 
Number of Riders Average Weight of Riders Tensi le Strength 

One 170 Lbs. 1500 Lbs. 
Two 340 Lbs. 2375 Lbs. 

Three 510 Lbs. 3350 Lbs. 
Four 680 Lbs. 4100 Lbs. 

A WARNING 

Use of this product and participation in the sport of tubing involves inherent risks of injury or death. Before 
using this tube, read the owner's manual carefully. 
This tube is designed to carry no more than persons or Ibs. 
Use a tow rope of at least Ibs. Average tensile strength for pulling this tube and its rider(s). 
The stress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and will vary with the weight of the 
passengers, design, and surface area of the tube. 

This infonnation is presented as guidelines for manufacturers and suppliers to infonn users. Due to the 
unique design or proprietary style of some devices or sporting equipment, changes to the document(s) 
may be necessary in word content. This will prevent conflict of statements and pennit new innovative 
changes and designs to products, while still following the intent ofthe message. 

Manufacturer should supply address information including mailing address, phone, email, and toll free 
numbers if available in the Operator's Manual. 
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Tab 5(b) 

TAB 5(B) - OPERATOR'S MANUAL: INFLATABLE TUBE 

A WARNING 

Use of this product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
• Do not use at speeds that exceed skills of the rider. Boat speed should never exceed 20 mph for 

adults and 15 mph for children. 
This product should never be used by children except under adult supervision. 
This is not a personal flotation device. 
Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type III (PFD) vest. 
Never place wrists or feet through handles or towing harness. Ensure tow rope is clear of all body 
parts prior to or during use. 
Rider should keep feet out of the water. 
Watercraft driver is responsible for the ride since the tube cannot be controlled by the rider. 
Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
Watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which might cause the tube to flip 
over abruptly resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
Do not tow in shallow water or near shore, docks, pilings, swimmers or other boats. 
Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling a single person, 2375 Ibs. 
average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling for 
three people and 4100 lbs. tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow 
rope should be at least 50 feet in length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
Do not operate watercraft or ride under the influence of alcOhol or drugs. 
Read Operator's Manual before use. 

PRODUCT INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNINGS 

Watersports can be safe and fim for all levels of enthusiasts. The Operator's Manual is presented to 
enhance your enjoyment ofthe sport. It is intended to alert you to some ofthe potentially dangerous 
conditions that can arise in all watersports. 

To reduce the risk ofinjury or death, follow these guidelines: 

Carefully read this manual and follow the instmctions. 
Only use your tube with a responsible watercraft operator who knows how to operate a 
watercraft properly. 
Take all reasonable precautions in the use and operation of your tube and boat. 
Teach anyone using your tube how to attach it to the rope, how to ride it, and how to maintain 
it. 
Use a single tube for not more than one rider and no more than two riders for a double tube. 
Do not exceed the manufacturer's recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
If the tube is designed for more than one person, take extra precaution to avoid colliding with 
one another. 
The sfress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and will vary with the weight of 
the passengers, design, and surface area ofthe tube. 
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Never strap or attach anyone to the tube or cover. Never put your feet or hands through the 
strapping ofthe towing system or handles. Never wedge your hands or feet under the cover or 
between the cover and the tube. 
Never attempt jumps or dangerous fricks with your tube. If more than one tube is being towed, 
avoid collisions with other tubes. 
Scout the area before use to avoid any debris or obstacles that might present a safety hazard. 
Know your own limits. Stop when you are tired. Act responsibly. Be in good physical 
condition and be cautious in your use ofthis or any other towable tube. 
Check the rope and connector for frays, cuts, sharp edges, knots, or wear before each use. 
Discard rope if any such condition exists or if rope appears to be wom. Such conditions may 
lead to breaks. 
Do not use tow rope with elastic or bungee material to pull skiers or riders. Such an addition 
can break or sfretch which may lead to injury of users or boat occupants. 
Rope is subject to deterioration when exposed to direct sunlight. The life ofthe product will 
be extended when stored away from sunlight. 
The tow rope should be replaced when signs of deterioration appear, mdicated by the existence 
of discoloration, wearing, fraying or raveling. 
Do not add hardware or attachments that are not otherwise supplied by the manufacturer. 

WATERSPORTS SAFETY CODE; 

Watersports are fim and challenging but involve inherent risks of injury or death. To increase your 
enjoyment ofthe sport and to reduce your risks, use common sense and follow these mles: 

Before vou start: 
• Familiarize yourself with all applicable federal, state and local laws, the risks inherent in the 

sport and the proper use ofthe equipment. 
• Know the waterways. 
• Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
• Skier/rider, observer and driver must agree on hand signals. 
• Never start out until skier/rider signals he/she is ready. 
• Carbon Monoxide (CO) poisoning from engine exhaust may cause injury or death. Do not sit 

on the boat transom or swim platform while the engine is running. These activities may lead to 
excessive CO exposure which may cause injury or death. Ifyou can smell engine exhaust 
while in the boat, do not stay seated in that position for prolonged periods. Never "Platform 
Drag" by holding onto the swim platform or be dragged directiy behind the boat. An 
improperly tuned engine will produce excessive exhaust. Have your engine checked and 
conected by a mechanic. Changing boat speed or dfrection relative to the wind can reduce or 
increase boat exhaust from accumulating near the boat and rider. Consult your boat Owners 
Manual, or the United States Coast Guard's website: www.uscgboating.org for more 
information on how to help protect others and yourself from the dangers of CO poisoning 

• Use caution and common sense. 
• Do not exceed the weight guidelines of your boat. Only use water ballast and people for 

additional weight. Do not allow passengers to hang outside the boat or sit on the gunwales 
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outside the normal seating area of the boat. Uneven weight distribution or additional weight 
may affect the handling ofthe boat. Never allow water to overflow the gunwales of your boat. 

Your equipment and your tow rope: 
• Inspect all equipment prior to use. Check bindings, fins, tube and attachment point, and 

flotation device prior to each use. Do not use if damaged. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) vest. 
• Rope should be attached to the watercraft in an approved fashion with hardware designed for 

towing. Refer to your watercraft manual for instmctions on proper tow rope attachment. 
• Tow ropes sfretch during use. If a rope breaks or is suddenly released, it can snap back into the 

watercraft. Wam all riders, skiers and occupants ofthe danger of rope recoil. 
• When in the boat, keep away from the tow rope to avoid injury. Passengers can be hit, or 

become entangled in the rope. 
• Inspect tow rope and its attachments before using. Do not use tow rope if frayed, knotted or 

damaged. Replace when signs of excessive deterioration are indicated by discoloration, broken 
filaments, unraveling or other obvious signs of wear on the rope or hardware. 

• Use proper tow rope for the activity. 
• Ensure tow rope is clear of all body parts prior to starting out or during use. 
• Keep persons and ropes away from propeller when engine is mnning, even in neufral. Should 

rope become entangled in propeller, SHUT OFF ENGINE AND REMOVE IGNITION KEY 
BEFORE RETRIEVING ROPE. 

When you ski or ride: 
• Attempting land or dock starts can increase the risk ofinjury or death. USE THIS PRODUCT 

ONLY ON WATER. 
• Always remove any slack in the rope between watercraft and skier/ rider before starting. 

Sudden shock loads may cause injury to skier/rider or failure of rope, resulting in snap-back or 
breakage. 

• Do not ski or ride in shallow water, near shore, pilings, docks, rafts, swimmers, other boats or 
other obstacles. Such obstacles are examples of risks that are inherent in the sport. 

• The driver and skier/rider must watch for and be able to stop or tum to avoid obstacles. 
• Always ski or ride in confrol and at speeds appropriate for your ability, limits. Do not ski or 

ride over ramps or jumps without prior instmction. 
• Falling and the injuries that may result are inherent risks in the sport. 
• Use a flag to signal to others that a skier or rider is in the water. 
• Driver must use extra caution approaching a fallen skier/rider and keep eye contact on fallen 

skier/rider at all times. 
• Put the boat in neutral when near a fallen skier/rider. Tum the engine off when people are 

getting into or out ofthe boat, or in the water near the boat. 
• Do not operate watercraft, ski or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

THE WARNINGS AND PRACTICES SET FORTH ABOVE IN THE WATERSPORTS 
SAFETY CODE REPRESENT SOME COMMON RISKS ENCOUNTERED BY USERS. THE 
CODE DOES NOT PURPORT TO COVER ALL INSTANCES OF RISK OR DANGER. 
PLEASE USE COMMON SENSE AND GOOD JUDGMENT. 
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Please contact us ifyou have any questions on the proper selection, function, or safe use ofthis 
product. 

MANUFACTURER'S INSTRUCTIONS 

The infonnation above should BE PROVIDED TO THE PURCHASER OF AN INFLATABLE 
TUBE at the time of sale. The specific type of delivery vehicle {i.e. warranty card, release form, etc.) 
is to be at the option of each manufacturer. 

Manufacturer should supply address information including mailing address, phone, email, and toll free 
numbers if available in the Operator's Manual. 
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ON TUBE WARNING 

A WARNING 
Use of this product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
• Do not use at speeds that exceeds skills of the rider. Boat speed should never exceed 20 mph 
for adults and 15 mph for children. 

• This product should never be used by children except under adult supervision. 
• This is not a personal flotation device. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type 111 (PFD) vest. 
• Never place wrists or feet through handles or towing harness. Ensure tow rope is clear of all 
body parts prior to or during use. 

• Rider should keep feet out of the water. 
• Watercraft driver is responsible for the ride since the tube cannot be controlled by the rider. 
Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 

• Watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp lurns which might cause the tube to 
flip over abruptly resulting in serious injury to the rider. 

• Do not tow in shallow water or near shore, docks, pilings, swimmers or other boats. 
• Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
• Use a tow rope of 1500 Ibs. average tensile dtrength for pulling a single person, 2375 Ibs, 
average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling 
three people and 4100 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable 
tube. The tow rope should be at least 50 feet in length but nol to exceed 65 feet. 

• Do not operate watercraft, or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
• Read Operator's Manual before use. 

Photo #1: Water Sports Industry Association warning on regular tubing 

AWARNING 
Use ot tills product and pirt idpation in t lw sport involves inherent risks ot injury 
or death. 

1. Inspect rope, handle and connectors before ea t l i usa Oo nol use If damaged. 
2. Make sure rope is not wrapped around (u r l ot anyone's body during use. 

3. Rope sireiches during use. Sudden release of handle can cause rope and 
handle to snap back and may hil the occupants ot user which could result in 
injury. 

4. This rape Is inlended only lor towl ng a single person on water skis, wakeAne^ 
hoards, or baretooling. Any other use may cause rope failure. 

5. Read Operator's Manual iKfore use. 

WARNING 
l is t of nils product and ptil it iptl ' ion in Ihe spoit Involves inherent risks ol injury or 
death. 
I. Inspect rope, handle and ctmnKtnrt before each use. Donotuse i ld i inagk. 
1. Make surerope is not wrapped around {lart of anyone's body dining use. 
3. Rope stretches during use. Sudden released handle can cause rope and 

handle to snap back and may hit Ihe occupants or user which could resu It i n 
Injuiy. 

4. TJiis lope is intended only lor towing up lo a maximum of (one. too, l h r « 
four) people or |I70. MU, 510,630) pounds on an inllalabiB lube. Any olhei use 
may cause rope failure. 

5. Read Operator's Manual before use. Oo nol remove warning. 

ROPE WARNING TUBE ROPE WARNING 
Photo #2: Water Sports Industry Association rope and tube rope wamings 
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Glen Canyon NRA 
Determination of Public Access or Restriction 

Affected Area/Topic Common Name: 

A restriction conceming kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. 

Location of Affected Area: 

All waters, air, and land areas of Glen Canyon NRA. 

Nature of Action/Restrictiori/Closure: 

A general restriction specific to recreational activities commonly referred to as kite 
tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. This restriction applies to any activity requiring a 
tow vessel for the purpose of sustained air travel above the water surface, and any water 
based recreational activity that relies on tethered parafoils, parachutes, kites, wings, or 
other tethered apparatus for propulsion across the water surface resulting in sustained air 
travel. This restriction is not intended to limit or curtail activities associated with 
conventional recreational pursuits including sailing, sail boarding, water skiing, knee 
boarding, or wake boarding. 

Level of Scope of Closure/Restriction: 

This is a general restriction specific to all waters and areas within Glen Canyon NRA to 
specific recreational activities known as kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. 

Proposed Regulatory Language (36 CFR section/wording): 

36 CFR 1.5 (a)2 

Kite tubing, parasailing, and similar activities requiring a tow vessel or tow vehicle for 
the purposes of providing air flight of participants and/or apparatus are prohibited within 
the boundaries of Glen Canyon NRA. Kite boarding, kite surfing, and similar tethered 
activities requiring a parasail, kite, wing, or similar tethered apparatus attached to the 
participant or floatation device, for the specific purpose of providing propulsion or air 
flight are prohibited. 

Definitions: 

Kite tubing is a generic term used to describe certain water based recreational pursuits 
involving the use of tethered floatation devices designed to rise above the surface ofthe 
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water. This term is used to describe recreational activities associated with the use of 
manufactured devices such as the WEGO "Kite Tube", SEVYLOR "Manta", and similar 
apparatus. 

Kite boarding is a generic category of recreational activities associated with floatation . 
devices designed for water and air travel propelled by tethered parafoils, parachutes, 
wings, kites, or other similar apparatus, 

Parasails are a generic family of devices dependent on parafoils, parachutes, wings, or 
similar apparatus towed by vessels with long tow lines for the purposes of sustained air 
travel. 

Justification: 

In April of 2006 the first observation ofkite tubing was made at Glen Canyon NRA. 
This observation was made secondary to a call for EMS intervention to rescue a severely 
injured man who had been cmshed by a Kite Tube inverting and crashing. This person 
suffered severe trauma to their neck and chest resulting in a near drowning incident. This 
incident was documented in CI# 06 0297, Since this first accident three other severe 
injuries,(CI# 06-941, 06-1301, 06-1334), and multiple minor accidents attributed to kite 
tubing have occurred within the recreation area. Glen Canyon staff have air lifted 4 
patients from the lake, with three suffering life threatening injuries. Subsequent 
viewings of various kite tubing promotional materials indicates a steep leaming curve for 
the "operator" to establish the correct balance and steering to keep the kite tube from 
veering violently from side to side and/or up and down. The manufacturer's videos show 
sequences where the kite tube appears to be primarily out of control. In addition 
numerous personal videos of actual accidents have been recorded and collected showing 
the unpredicted violent out of control nature ofthis activity. Due to the unpredictable 
nature ofthe crafts "fiighf, it is dangerous and inappropriate to permit this activity to 
occur in proximity to other visitors recreating on the lake, nor is it pmdent to allow an 
inherently unstable and dangerous activity to establish a user/participant precedent. 

Kite tubing presents many ofthe same risks as "cliff jumping" which is a prohibited 
activity in the NRA, Kite tubes have the potential to rise to 60' above the water surface 
while traveling at speeds of 35-40 mph. Because ofthe uncontrolled nature ofkite tube 
falls or crashes, the "operator" often impacts the water surface at high speeds, near 
vertical angles, and unusual body positions, significantly increasing the risk ofinjury, 
(See attached list of case incidents,) 

Kite boarding represents a separate, but similar, set of risks and dangers to visitors at 
Glen Canyon NRA because ofthe basic uncontrolled nature ofthe kite board and the 
attached operator which is dependent on wind to provide lift and propulsion. Kite 
boarders are dependent on air movement and have little control concerning the general 
direction of travel, which may interfere with other visitors engaged in traditional water 
recreation activities such as sailing, water skiing, fishing, etc. In addition the lines and 
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cables attaching the kite boarder to the parafoil or wing pose potential safety concerns to 
other boaters or park visitors that may be stmck or collide with these lines. Kite 
boarding, due to the generally uncontrolled speed and direction of travel ofthe kite board, 
requires large, open, and empty expanses ofwater, which often is not available at Glen 
Canyon NRA because of competing visitor uses, 

Parasailing also represents potential risks and dangers to parasailing participants as well 
as other park visitors, Parasailing requires extremely long lines, often in excess of 1000', 
generally straight line boat travel, and large open spaces of shoreline or water surface for 
landing, which increases the risk of interference or collision with other park visitors. 
Because the parasail tow boat requires sustain forward momentum to keep the parasailer 
air borne, it is extremely difficult for the tow vessel to maneuver or stop quickly to avoid 
other vessels or water hazards. The NRA has responded to calls for emergency assistance 
and rescue services because of serious injuries sustained in parasailing accidents, (See 
attached list of case incidents,) 

Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing are incompatible with the current spectmm of 
permissible recreational opportunities available at Glen Canyon NRA. While Lake 
Powell offers what appears to be a vast expanse of open water and endless space, impacts 
and conflicts among various user groups occur frequently due to the relatively restricted 
water channels and high level of visitor use. Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing 
require large amounts of space and unpopulated surface waters and have the potential to 
disrupt established recreational pursuits. Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing may 
require long tow ropes, large open water surfaces for takeoffs and landings and, because 
of their air borne attachments can not maneuver or stop abmptly. To avoid inevitable 
accidents caused by kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing, as well as conflicts and 
accidents involving traditional park user groups not accustomed to the special operational 
needs ofthese dangerous air bome activities, the NRA has chosen to prohibit kite tubing, 
kite boarding, and parasailing. 

(SEE ATTACHMENTS & DATA FILES) 

NEPA, Cultural Resources Requirements: 

None Required, 

Proposed by: Mark Law, Law Enforcement Specialist, GCNRA 

Proposallmplementation Date: 6-15-06 
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Method of Public Notification: 

Notification ofthis closure restriction pertaining to towed aerial watercraft will be made 
through local and riegional media services, park publications, park web-site, and posted 
on area information bulletin boards, (See attachments,) 

Reviewed By: Mike Mayer 
Chief Ranger Visitor and Resource Protection 

Date 

Determination: Adopted Rejected 

Kitty L. Roberts 
Superintendent 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 

Date 
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GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 
Kite Tubing Safety Alert 

Over the' past month, the park has experienced a sharp upswing in visitor accidents and injuries due to kite tubing on 
the lake: 

Kite tubes were introduced into the market this past winter and have proven to be extremely dangerous. During the 
past three weeks, Glen Canyon staff have airlifted four people from the lake, with three suffering life threatening 
injuries. Kite tubes are large, round, ten-foot tubes with a solid fabric floor in the bottom. As the tube is pulled forward, 
ttie front of the lube is lifted and air catches the floor of the tube and lifts it out ofthe water with the nder on top of the 
tube. • 

In all cases at Glen Canyon NRA, the riders were being pulled at 25 to 35 mph with a head on or quartering wind. 
The tubies would rise uncontrollably 15 to 25 feet into the air and immediately invert and accelerate back to the water. 
The combined forward speed ofthe boat, plus the additional accelerated downward speed is driving these victims into 
the water at speeds near 50+ mph. For additional details on the accidents, see the related incident report in today's 
edition. 

Interviews with friends and family members of accident victims have shown a disturbing trend with this use. In all 
cases at Glen Canyon NRA, multiple minor injury accidents occurred prior to the incidents thatrequired advanced life 
support. All victims were using the kite tubes as directed when they suddenly lifted to dangerous heights, became 
unstable, and plunged down to the water surface. The injuries seen are consistent with deceleration impact events 
that cause internal trauma. Victims have .reported coughing up blood, torn muscles, whiplash type injuries, broken 
ribs, punctured lungs and cervical fractures. 

Glen Canyon NRA has initiated discussion and contact with the National Association of State Boating Law 
Administrators (NASBLA) and will be providing a national safety alert through their organization very soon. In addition, 
the Consumer Product Safety Commission has been notified regarding this emerging threat and efforts are being 
made to disseminate more information on this activity through them. 

One of the park's weekend accid^ts resulted in a major neck injury. A news video from KUTV in Salt Lake City and a 
second KUTV video blip on an incident at Lake.Mead can be viewed by clicking on the links listed below (a flash 
player is needed to view them): 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16192(S) kutv.dayport.com 

http://vtfww.kutv.com/video/?id=16155@kutv.dayport.com 

A prohibition on cliff jumping was put in place at Glen Canyon last year after an increase in injuries and fatalities 
associated with this activity. Although controversial in the beginning, it has been widely accepted and the park has 
received many positive comments back on this prohibition. A review of the data indicated that a significant increase in 
injury and death occurred atjumps higher than 15 feet, Thejast cliff jumping fatality occurred from 70 feet, with a 
calculated speed of about 50 mph when the victim impacted the water. 

Similar circumstances apply in this case. All kite tubers reported that they were traveling at 30 tp 35 mph and most 
were 15,to 20 feet in the air when they were either ejected or turned upside down and accelerated back to the water. 
Another 10 to 20 mph of speed is added to their forward speed, so the victims are hitting the water at 45 to 55 mph. 
These accidents are therefore the equivalent of a 70 foot cliff jump, with the added component of the victims having 
no control over how they enter or impact the water. 

http://classicinside.nps.gov/printheadline.cfm?type=Announcements&id=4523 6/14/2006 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16192(S
http://kutv.dayport.com
http://vtfww.kutv.com/video/?id=16155@kutv.dayport.com
http://classicinside.nps.gov/printheadline.cfm?type=Announcements&id=4523
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Contact Information 
Name: Mike Mayer, Chief Ranger 

headIine.cfm?type=Announcements&id=4523 

[Back] 
Posted: June 08, 2006 

http://classicinside.nps.gov/printheadUne.cfm?type=Announcements&id=4523 6/14/2006 

http://classicinside.nps.gov/printheadUne.cfm?type=Announcements&id=4523
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CASE # I DATE | RANGER | INCIDENT COMMENTS 
D6-0297 4/7/2006CLASSIC 
D6-0297 4/7/2006JOSTAD 
P6-0941 5/22/2006BF CLINIC 
36-0941 5/22/2006VANDRAGT 
D6-1301 6/2/2006MOW/AT 
D6-1334 6/3/2006STARK 
D6-1334 6/3/2006STARK 
D6-1334 6/3/2006STARK 
D6-1301 6/2/2006MOWAT 
D6-1526 6/10/2006SAMPLE 
06-1533 6/10/2006LARSON 

EMSALS (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (serv) 
EMSALS (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (serv) 
EMSALS (serv) 
EMSBLS (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (serv) 
SAR (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (serv) 
ASSTCTZN (serv) 
ASSTCTZN (serv) 

29 YOM FELL 30 FT FROM WATER KITE TUBE 
29 YOM FELL 30 FT FROM WATER KITE TUBE 
34 YOM KITE TUBING ACCIDENT 
34 YOM KITE TUBING ACCIDENT 
26 YOM W/NECK INJURY FROM KITE TUBING 
14 YOF KITE TUBING (30 FT FALL) 
14 YOF KITE TUBING (30 FT FALL) 
14 YOF KITE TUBING (30 FT FALL) 
26 YOM W/NECK INJURY FROM KITE TUBING 
VERBAL CONTACT WITH KITE TUBER 
EDUCATIONAL CONTACT FOR KITE TUBING 

Page 1 
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department ofthe Interior 

InsideNPS 
Information Gateway for NPS Employees 

GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 
Two In jured in Kite Tubing Accidents 

Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "kite tubing" accidents in the park last weekend. In both cases, the 
victims were riding kite tubes towed by boats when they lost control of the device. Each than fell into Lake Powell from 
heights of between 10 and 40 feet. Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes that are towed by boats at 20 to 40 mph. 
The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air from 15 to 60 feet. Controlling a kite tube is extremely 
challenging and the slightest upset in its balance causes it to fall into the water. The first incident occurred on Friday, 
June 2nd, at approximately 2:30 p.m. near the Bullfrog area. A 29-year-old man from St. George, Utah, was riding a 
kite tube when he lost control and fell from a height of 35 to 40 feet while moving at approximately 35 to 40 mph. He 
suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog Medical Clinic: to SL Mary's Hospital in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. He was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing, butthe other two 
sustained only minor injuries and were not treated. On the afternoon of Saturday, June 3rd, a 14-y.ear-old giri from 
Houston, Texas, fell from 10 to 15 feel from her kite tube while being towed at 20 to 25 mph. She lost consciousness 
when she struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was flown by helicopter from 
Iceberg Canyon to SL Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction. After further examination af the hospital, she was released 
without serious injuries. These were the third and fourth accidents this year involving kite tubes. The first accident 
occurred on April 7th and resulted in a punctured lung caused by broken ribs; the second was on May 22nd, when 
another person sustained injuries lo the chest and back while using a kite tube. Both of these incidents involved kite 
tube riders losing control of the device and falling into the water while moving at a high rale of speed. The individuals 
involved in these accidents were also transported by helicopter to the hospital. This is the first season that park 
rangers at Glen Canyon have seen kite tubes on the lake. Please see the related safety alert on kite tubing in this 
issue for additional information and for links to two TV news videos on kite tubing accidents. 

More Information 

Contact Information 
Name: Kevin Schneider, Management Assistant 

http;//inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=lncidents&id=2616 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfni?handlep=viewprintheadline&type=Incidents&id=2616 6/14/2006 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfni?handlep=viewprintheadline&type=Incidents&id=2616
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GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 

Two In jured in Kite Tubing Accidents 

Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "kite tubing" accidents in the park last weekend. In both cases, the 
victims were riding kite tubes towed by boats when they lost control of the device. Each then fell into Lake Powell from 
heights of between 10 and 40 feet. Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes that are towed by boats at 20 to 40 mph. 
The user holds onto ttie kite tube as it rises into the air from 15 to 60 feet Controlling a kite tube is extremely 
challenging and the slightest upset in its balance causes it to fall into the water. The first incident occurred on Friday, 
June 2nd, at approximately 2:30 p.m. near the Bullfrog area. A 29-year-old man from St. George, Utah, was riding a 
kite tube when he lost control and fell from a height of 35 to 40 feet while moving at approximateiy 35 to 40 mph. He 
suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog Medical Clinic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. He was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing, but the other two 
sustained only minor injuries and were not treated. On the afternoon of Saturday, June 3rd, a 14-year-old giri from 
Houston, Texas, fell from 10 to 15 feet from her kite lube while being towed at 20 to 25 mph. She lost consciousness 
when she struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was flown by helicopter from 
Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction. After further examination at the hospital, she was released 
without serious injuries. These were the third and fourth accidents this year involving kite tubes. The first accident 
occun-ed on April 7lh and resulted in a punctured lung caused by broken ribs; the second was on May 22nd, when 
another person sustained injuries to the chest and back while using a kite tube. Both ofthese incidents involved kite 
tutje riders losing control ot the device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate of speed. The individuals 
involved in these accidents were also transported by helicopter to the hospital. This is the first season that park 
rangers at Glen Canyon have seen kite tubes on the lake. Please see the related safety alert on kite tubing in this 
issue for additional information and for links to two TV news videos on kite tubing accidents. 

More Information 

Contact Information 
Name: Kevin Schneider, Management Assistant 

http://inside,nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=lncidenls&id=2616 

http://inside.nps,gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=Incidents&id=2616 6/14/2006. 

http://inside,nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=lncidenls&id=2616
http://inside.nps,gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=Incidents&id=2616
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 6, 2006 06-12 

Glen Canyon National 
Recreation Area 

691 Scenic View Dr. 
POBox 1507 
Page, AZ 86040-1507 

CONTACT: Kevin Schneider 
928-608-6208 

Glen Canyon News Release 

Two Injured in "Kite Tubing" Accidents Last Weekend 

Page, Ariz. - Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "Kite Tubing" accidents 
this past weekend at Glen Canyon National Recreation Area. In both cases, the victims 
were riding Kite Tubes towed by boats when they lost control ofthe device. The victims 
fell into the waters of Lake Powell from heights between lo and 40 feet. 

The first incident occvured on Friday, June 2 at approximately 2:30 pm near the Bullfrog 
area. The victim, a 29 year- old male from St. George, Utah, was riding a Kite Tube 
when he lost control and fell from a height of 35- 40 feet, while moving at approximately 
35- 40 mph. He suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog 
Medical CUnic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction, Colorado. He was the third 
person in his party that day to be injured while Kite Tubing. The other two individuals 
reported they had minor injiuries and were not treated. 

On Saturday afternoon, June 3, a 14- year old girl from Houston, Texas, fell 10-15 feet 
from her Kite Tube while being towed at 20- 25 mph. She lost consciousness when she 
struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was 
flown by hehcopter from Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction, 
Colorado. After further examination at the hospital, she was released vsdthout serious 
injuries. 

These were the third and fourth accidents this year at Glen Canyon National Recreation 
Area involving Kite Tubes. The first accident occurred on April 7 and resulted in a 
pimctured lung caused by broken ribs. On May 22, a second person had injuries to their 
chest and back while using a Kite Tube. Both of these incidents involved Kite Tube 
riders losing control ofthe device and faUing into the water while moving at a high rate 
of speed. The individuals involved in these accidents w êre also transported by 
hehcopter to the hospital. 

Kite Tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20- 40 mjph. The user 
holds onto the Kite Tube as it rises into the air, 15- 60 feet from the surface ofthe water. 
Controllmg a Kite Tube is extremely challenging, and the slightest upset in its balance 
causes the Kite Tube to fall into the water. As a newcomer to the market, this is the first 
season park rangers at Glen Canyon have observed theu: use. 

- unvw.nps.govlglca -

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA'" 
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by tfie American people so that all may experience our heritage. 
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mph and most were 15 to 20 feet in the air when they were either ejected or turnei 
accelerated back to the water. Another 10 to 20 mph of speed is added to their foi 
the victims are hitting the water at 45 to 55 mph. These accidents are therefore thi 
70 foot cliff jump, with the added component of the victims having no control over 
impact the water. 

More Information... 

Contact Information 
Name: Mike Mayer, Chief Ranger 

about inslde.nps.gov | feedback 

http://cIassicinside.nps.gov/headline.cfm?type=Announcements&id=4523 6/9/2006 

http://cIassicinside.nps.gov/headline.cfm?type=Announcements&id=4523
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Kevin Schneider To: David BamayWASO/NPS@NPS, Elaine Sevy/WASO/NPS@NPS. Karen 
06/08/2006 07-41 AM Breslin/DENVER/NPS@NPS, James Doyle/DENVER/NPS@NPS, 

7 MST -̂  " ^ " Patricia Turiey/DENVEF!/NPS@NPS, Rick Frost/DENVER/NPS@NPS, 

Subject: Grand Junction Daily Sentinel: Two injured at Lake Powell riding popular 
kite tubes 

Two injured at Lake Powell riding popular kite tubes 

Wednesday, June 07,2006 

By SALLY SPAULDING 

The Dally Sentinel 

Two people were injured al Lake Powell last weekend while riding "kite tubes" pulled by boats in the Glen 
Canyon National Recreation Area. 

Both victims, a 29-year-old male from St. George, Utah, and a 14-year-old giri from Houston, Texas, were 
flown to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction for treatment. 

Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite 
tube as it rises into the air, 15 to 60 feet from the surface ofthe water. 

The product was released widely on the market this year and runs about $500. 

This is the first season park rangers at Glen Canyon have observed the use of kite tubes, said Kevin 
Schneider of the National Park Service. 

The first incident ofthe weekend occurred on Friday near the Bullfrog Marina area. The 29-year-old male 
lost control of the kite tube and fell roughly 40 feet while moving at approximately 40 mph. 

He suffered a broken neck and was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing. 

On Saturday, the 14-year-old giri was being towed at about 25 mph when she fell between 10 and 15 
feet. 

She lost consciousness when she struck the water and was flown from the Iceberg Canyon area ofthe 
lake to SL Mary's. 

She was released from the hospital without "serious" injuries, according to Schneider. 

Schneider said the weekend accidents were the third and fourth accidents this year at Glen Canyon 
National Recreation Area involving kite tubes. 

The first two incidents also sent victims to SL Mary's Hospital and involved broken bones, a punctured 
lung and other injuries. 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
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Kevin Schneider 

06/08/2006 07:41 AM 
MST 

fyi 

To: Kitty Roberts/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Nancie E Ames/GLC/VNPS@NPS, 
Susan Perkins/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Stan 
BunfTian/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Pat Qulnn/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Hank 

cc: 
Subject: Fw: Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
928-608-6208 
— Fonwarded by Kevin Schneider/GLCA/NPS on 06/08/2006 07:40 AM • 

"Paul Ostapuk' jo: <Kevin_Schneider@nps.gov> 
<postapuk@cableone.n cc: 
et> Subject: Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 
06/08/2006 07:39 AM 
MST 

Hi Kevin, 

I wanted to let you know that the Friends of Lake Powell has started a letter writing campaign to remove 
this new dangerous product from the markeL 

Have spoken to the manufacturer (Sportsstuff) and several distributors asking them to give this product 
immediate attention. 

Thank you for your recent press release and have fun at the celebrations at Park Service Headquarters. 1 
am on my way out of town to the Old Spanish Trail Annual Convention and will miss today's planned 
activities. 

Paul Ostapuk 
Friends of Lake Powell 

mailto:Kevin_Schneider@nps.gov
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"Robert Baron" 
<erfpmd 1 @cox.net> 

06/07/2006 10:06 PM 
MST 

To: "Mayer, Mike" <Mike_Mayer@NPS.gov> 
cc: "Steve Luckesen" <Luckesen@Hughes.Net>, ""Baron. Robert'" 

<erfpmd 1 @ cox. net> 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

FYI 

From: Robert Baron [mailto:erfpmdl@cox.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 07, 2006 10:06 PM 
To: Kitty Roberts (Kitty_Roberts@nps.gov) 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

Kitty, 

I have been following the cases of injuries concerning the operation of Kite Tubes. I believe the 
information collected on the lake, the need to airiift 4 people from the lake in 3 weeks with 1 having a 
broken neck and 2 others having major chest injuries suggests that this "toy" is just plain too dangerous. 
Ifyou have not seen video clips ofthe use ofthese kites, please go to KUTV.com, click on the video 
section in the upper right hand corner and click the button that says "see all". Scroll through the options 
and there you will find a clip from 6/5 & 6/5. These videos shovy graphically what can happen with these 
devices. 

Kitty, I have heard that your Rangers are suggesting the writing of a compendium that would ban the use 
of these Kite Tubes on the lake. From an injury prevention viewpoint, I have to agree. Please let me 
know how this all progresses. 

Sincerely, 

Bob Baron 

mailto:Mike_Mayer@NPS.gov
mailto:Luckesen@Hughes.Net
mailto:erfpmdl@cox.net
mailto:Kitty_Roberts@nps.gov
http://KUTV.com
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Bruce Malloy 

05/10/2006 09:34 AM 
CDT 

To: Randy Y Larson/PAlS/NPS@tMPS 
cc: Da!eAntonich/LAMeNPS@NPS, Dennis Weiland/CHIC/fvJPS@rvJPS, 

Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, Linden Schlenker/BIC/VNPS@NPS, 
Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS, Mike 

Subject: Re: Kite TubingU 

Thanks for the heads up on this potentially dangerous activity. We have not experienced any interest in 
these types of "above the water" activities. But we anticipated that we would in the future, therefore last 
year we crafted and implemented a Compendium prohibition on all of these activities except 
windsurfing/sailboarding. We have not had any comments, negative or positive, on this prohibition. 

v̂  1.5 Closures and Public Use Limits ~ 
(a) Consistent with applicable legislation and Federal administrative policies, and based upon a 
determination that such action is necessary for the maintenance of public health and safety, protection of 
environmental or scenic values, protection of natural or ailtural resources, aid to scientific research, 
implementation of management responsibilities, equitable allocation and use offacilities, or the 
avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities, the superintendent may: 
(J) Establish, for all or a portion of a park area, a reasonable schedule of visiting hours, impose public 
use limits, or close all or a portion ofa park area to ali public use or to a specific itse or activity. 

Kitesurfing, kiteboarding, hang gliding, and parasailing (board riding while attached to 
wind-driven parachute-like objects or wing devices and/or towed by a vessel or vehicle) are 
prohibited. The closure is in effect on all park waters. 

Kitesurfing/boarding, hang gliding, and parasailing within the National Recreation Area has been 
deemed an inappropriate activity given safety concems and resource conflicts that the park is 
mandated to prevent. The reservoir is a highly used public area with many recreational activities 
including swimming, fishing, camping, and boating. These activities have a long history of 
compatible use. Kitesurfing/boarding, and parasailing requires large open areas free of people, 
obstacles, and other activities. Accepted safety practices by kitesurfing/boarding and parasailing 
associations and groups advocate no kiteboard or parasailing use in swim areas and avoidance of 
obstacles. A kite or parasail being operated in the air has a reach of atleast 100' and kite lines under 
tension can cut anything they touch like a razor. Hang gliding while attached to a vessel or vehicle is 
also prohibited due to the inherent safety risks associated with this activity and the dangers to others 
either in the towing vessel/vehicle or others nearby. A closure will ensure the safety of park visitors 
and avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities. This closure does not include 
sailboarding, where a sail is permanently affixed to the board. 

Bruce Malloy 
Chief Ranger 
Amistad National Recreation Area 
4121 Veterans Blvd. 
Del Rio, Texas 78840 
830-775-7492 exL 213 

Randy Y Larson 

Randy Y Larson 

05/09/2006 12:39 PM 
CDT 

To: Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS 
cc: Bruce Malloy/AMIS/NPS@NPS, Dale Antonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, 

Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS, Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, 
Linden Schlenker/BICA/NPS@NPS, Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS 

Subject: Re: Kite TubingD 
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We have not experienced Kite Tubing but the rage on the coastlines of the country over the last several 
years is Kiteboarding (also called Kitesurfing). Kiteboarders use smallish like surfboards with footstraps 
tethered by a 30 meter kevlar line to a parachute. With strong winds kiteboarders use the parachute sail 
to achieve surface speeds of 30 MPH and in doing so can actually "take off' and get airborne for brief 
periods. 

Our primary concern was a myriad of visitor safety conflicts. At 20-30 MPH a kevlar line could actually 
sever a limb or neck of a sunbather, swimmer, windsurfer, etc. Further compounding our issue is that 
PAIS is one of the top 5 windsurfing areas in the country. Windsurfing is embraced and managed by the 
park and fully compatible with our mission. However the two issues were not compatible together. 
Windsurfers generally sail perpendicular to the wind while kiteboarders travel parallel with the wind. What 
we were seeing was an "unguarded intersection" with the potential for a cross collision or "clothesline" at 
a combined speed of 35-50 MPH. A kevlar line across a body could be disastrous. 

We spent a lot of time debating the issue in the park and I met with two local outfitters in Corpus Christi 
who had the majority ofthe kiteboarding business. As I looked into accepted safety practices by 
kiteboarding associations and various kiteboarding group I found commonly accepted standards that 
advocated no kiteboard use in swim areas and avoidance of crowded beaches. In the end a closure was 
deemed necessary to ensure the safety of park visitors and avoid conflict with other visitor use activities. 

We talked over the applicability of 36 CFR 2.17 with the Solicitor, WASO, and others. We received mixed 
opinions on the applicability of 2.17, so in the end a compendium closure was crafted which prohibits 
Kiteboarding at PAIS. 

Surprisingly the closure has gone well. I think the safety issue was pretty obvious to everyone and it 
helped having many alternative sites outside the park for Kiteboarding. 

Hope this helps. 

Randy Larson 
Chief Ranger 
Padre Island National Seashore 
{361)949-8173x237 

Mike Mayer 

Mike Mayer To: Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS, Dale Antontch/LAME/NPS@NPS, 
05/08/2006 11 -51 AM ^"^^^ MalIoy/AMIS/NPS@NPS, Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS, 
|u|ST Randy YLarson/PAIS/NPS@NPS, Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS. 

Linden Schlenker/BICA/NPS@NPS, Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS 
cc: 

Subject: Kite Tubing 

The next thing that will cause us trouble with injuries and deaths. Kite Tubing. Three weeks ago we had 
our first near fatality from this activity. If you haven't seen this you need to go to the web site. 
www.sportstuff.com. Its made by WEGO Kite Tube and in my estimation they won't be in business long. 

Our guy was 75' behind the boat, traveling 28 mph, and about 10-12 feet off the water. The kite tube 
inverted and plunged or rammed the water surt'ace. Seems innocent enough, but SOniph forward speed + 
accelerated downward plunge = unconscious tuber with three broken ribs and punctured lung. He was 
pulled from the water, unconscious and face down (est, 45 sec.) by his party and taken to shore where we 
air lifted him. We.have a history of folks that died from cliff jumping from 20-30 feet and routinely die 
from 70+ feet. 

It won't be long until someone figures out that if we put a 400 foot rope on the kite tube then it can get 50 

http://www.sportstuff.com
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feet in tiie air. 

I am just curious if any of you have experienced this yet? 

Mike Mayer 
Chief Ranger 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
office 928-608-6253 
cell 928-640-0429 
928-608-6259 FAX Office 



6-16-06; 4:39PM;G. L. C. A. DISPACH 3286086315 # 12/ 3 1 

0606014HCC3604 Exhibit H 

Kevin Schneider To: Kitty Roberts/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Nancie E Ames/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
•̂••-••r ciFiinnionnR mns AM SusanPerkins/GLC/\/NPS@NPS, MikeMayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Stan 

* ^ ' ' MST Burman/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Pat Quinn/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Hank 

Subject- arizona daily sun: Kite tubing injuries on Lake Powell a worry 

From the Arizona Daily Sun, Flagstaff 

Kite tubing injuries 
By CYNDY COLE 

Sun Staff Reporter 

06/08/2006 

on Lake Powell a worry 

A large, disc-like inflatable tube that lets water recreationists 'take flight' on Lake Powell is also 
leading to emergency room trips. 

One product retailer is saying the new toy towed behind boats at Lake Powell lets riders "fly 
through the air like a bird... reaching incredible new heights!" 

After four injuries this summer in which riders were also flown to the hospital, the National Park 
Service is waming that fhe kite-like device is causing broken bones and comparing the new sport 
to cliff jumping, which is prohibited. 

The toys are round, iriflatable discs about 10 feet in diameter that are pulled behind boats. The 
rider lies flat on top of them as the boat gets going, then sometimes soars into the air at 
45-degree angle, half-standing on them, shifting the body weight back away from the boat with a 
yank. There are footholds and handles. 

It's like riding on top ofa big, inflatable disc. 

"The slightest movement by the user to upset the balance will cause it to tumble into the water," 
recreation area spokesman Kevin Schneider said. 

Videos on Web sites that sell the Kite Tube for about $600 show one rider hanging half-on, 
half-off, legs dangling. 

In other clips, riders appear to soar 10 or 20 feet above the water on the disc, which has a skull 
and crossbones logo on the underside. 

Four people have been flown out of Glen Canyon National Recreation Area with injuries after 
riding Kite Tubes. _ 
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"This is the first time we've actually seen them in Glen Canyon National Recreation Area," 
Schneider said. 

Friday, a 29-year-old man from St. George was about 35 or 40 feet in the air, being pulled at 35 
or 40 miles per hour when he fell. His neck was broken. He was the third person in his group that 
day to be hurt, though the other injuries in his group were considered minor. 

On Saturday, a 14-year-old girl form Texas fell from the kite 10-15 feet and was knocked 
unconscious when she hit the water. 

"In some ways this is similar to cliff jumping, because you have a person falling into the water at 
a high distance and relatively high rate of speed," Schneider said. He added riders are not in 
control of how they hit the water. 

Cliff jumping was banned across Lake Powell last year. The Park Service has made posters — 
they can be found taped up in convenience stores near the lake - out ofa video ofone man who 
jumped off a cliff and was never seen alive again. His friends were holding the video cainera. 

The Park Service is allowing the new devices, buf is reviewing accidents as they happen. 

A ban on Kite Tubes would be within the park's authority, Schneider said. 

Cyndy Cole can be reached at ccole@azdailysun.com or at 913-8607. 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
928-608-6208 

mailto:ccole@azdailysun.com
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« World's largest kite flies in Tokyo 
321 kite-flyers held in a crackdown against metal-wire use » 

KiteTube!? 

Ads bv Gooooooqie 

Wego Kite Tube - In 
Stock 
Free Shipping and 
choice of Free Life 
Vest or Pump with 
each order! 
www.BoatTube.corn 

Overton's Water 
Sports 
Your one stop shop for 
all your Marine and 
Watersports needs! 
www.overtons.com 

Just reading the Toronto Kite Fliers mailing list today and someone posted a 
link to a bizarre "kite" that is towed behmd a boat, h's called the WEGO KITE 
TUBE produced by SPORTSSTUFF. 

So the idea is basically you convince some fearless mdividual to climb on top of 
this inflated disk, tear down the lake at top speed and with some "control" the 
rider can laimch the kite tube in the air and remam air borne. As long as you 
have enough speed, and you keep the right angle of attack you should be ok. 
(mildly insane but ok) 

Personally I don't think I would do it... there are a few spills in that video that 
look like they could have been a lot worse... you can check out the video here; 
Kite Tube Video. 

This entry was posted on Tuesday, February 28th, 2006 at 8:57 pm and is filed under General. You can follow any 
responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can leave a response, or trackback from your own site. 

60 Responses to "Kite Tube! ?" 

1. Al Says: 
March 3rd. 2006 at 4:33 pm 

The wego kite tube by sportsstuff is definitely going to be an interesting ride, living m 
minnesota, I have not been able to get on this tube yet (it was released in January and our lakes 
are froze, obviously). But I sell this tube at MN Boat Shows, and as such, I have personally 
watched this video a few hundred times. 

The WEGO will be a ver>' safe tube if used right, as you can see in the video that ifyou don't 
want to spill on the tube, you will not have to. The girl in the video stays at a constant 5-10 
feet off the water when she wants to. I personally can not wait to ride this tube. We are 
currently thinking about taking this tube in the locks, where there is open water right now, 

http;//www.steadywinds,com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

http://www.BoatTube.corn
http://www.overtons.com
http://www.steadywinds,com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/


6 - 1 6 - 0 6 ; 4 ; 3 9 PM;G. L. C, A. DISPACH • ; 9 2 8 e 0 8 e 3 l 5 # 1 5 / 3 1 

Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube!? Page 2 of 15 

0606014HCC3604 ' Exhibit H 

simply because I am so excited to ride it. And you will not have to go "top speed" the 
maximum recommended speed to pull this tube is 14-28 m.p.h, depending on the wind speed 
on your lake. 

2. Stephanie Says: 
March 6th. 2006 at 8:22 am 

That looks like a blast! You get one and I'll try it (S> 

3. jack Says: 
March7th. 2006 at 11:51 am 

we live on a small lake that we ski and tube we were wondering if the tube can be turned in 
air since our lake is only about 112 mile long plz reply j ack 

4. JOA^Says: 
March 9th. 2006 at 4:31 pm 

Hello Jack, 

Go ahead and get one man its crazy. Speaking from riding the Kite tube it is speechless. A 1/2 
mile lake should be ok on the tums all you have to do is slow down and bring the rider down 
to the water and then tum. This not like a regular tube where it is rider versus boat driver. You 
have to watch the tube so if he gets to high you can gradually slow down to let him down out 
ofthe afr. I have ridden mine like a regular deck tube and lower speeds and wind condhions 
and it performs awsome. Gomg on a whip the all sudden it catches a litte air then off to riding 
it like a deck tube again. My friends have gotten 3o to 40 feet in the air on this thing. One 
friend only want to go 5 feet in the air so we watched him in the reer view mirrow of the boat 
to make sure he didn't get to high. In summary i would say to get man you can always go to a 
bigger lake to for long runs. But short lake it will work. I remember we practiced like 10 rides 
and we were able to do a gradual tum not Hke a whip but gradual in the air. Going against the 
wind is key when going with the wind you don't get as high but thats ok we just ride like a 
huge deck tube with occassional ups and dows of 1 foot or so. SO GET MAN AND TELL 
YOUR FRIENDS! Oh ya there is a instructional video and riding vidoe at there website. 
www.SP0RTSSTUFF.COM 

HOPE THAT HELPS POST YOUR COMMENTS IF YOU GET ONE OR ANYMORE 
QUESTIONS! 

5. Chris Says: 
April 8th. 2006 at 9:43 am 

Just bought a new Malibu V-Drive, traded in my 2005 Supra inboard for a larger, faster, v-
drive with a tower. Can't wait to try this out!! Is it any more difficult for the driver to control 
the boat with the tube in the afr? And have you ever tried hooking it up on the Tower to get 
more height? Let me know. 

Thanks! 

Chris 

http ://www.steady winds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

http://www.SP0RTSSTUFF.COM
http://www.steady
http://winds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/
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6. marc Says: 
April 18th. 20D6 at 3:16 pm 

Hey Chris 

I had the same idea about hooking it up to the tower, 3 out 5 guys landed in the ER that night, 
The air we caught was unreal. Approx 40ft on a 65ft line. It was cool but insane all at the same 
time. Ifyou do hook it their be prepared for a rough fall. Good Luck 

Marc 

7. Cecil Says: 
April 19th. 2006 at 4:55 pm 

Does anyone know what will happen ifl hook it up to my pylon with a 100ft. barefoot line? I 
was thinking about running 40mph into a 20mph head wind. How tight would that be? 

8. still recovering Says: 
April 20th. 2006 at 12:53 am 

Using a 100 foot line or tieing to the tower is just stupid. I did a nose dive at 10' and ended up 

in the er. If someone does that at 40' or 75' their dead. 

9. adog Says: 
April 23rd. 2006 at 3:05 am 

we used the 65 ft cord and to the tower on a ski nautique 210 afr and got AT LEAST 50 ft 
before he fell on his neck... .knocked him out but us Texas boys dont go to the ER till there are 
limbs hanging off..... 

10. Steve Says: 
April26th. 2006at l:Q6am . 

All the videos i have seen have people on the wego kite tube that are about 1501bs, will this 
tube fly wifh lets say a 2001b fat boy.... loi 

11. DRaley Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 9:38 am 

I road one last weekend. I could NOT control the height or dipping from side to side (think 
real kite) If I had not had on a professionally ski jacket I would have been ER. 1 am wearing a 
6 inch wide bruise from the bottom of my jacket to my knee. 

12. areamike Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 10:16pm 

I put a video on our Family website of us riding this Kite Tube for the first time this last 
weekend. 
(click on Kite tubing Video) 
http://www.fauxpas.org/modules/xoopsgaIlery/view_album.php?set_albumName=album44 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ ' 6/14/2006 

http://www.fauxpas.org/modules/xoopsgaIlery/view_album.php?set_albumName=album44
http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/


6-16-06; 4:39PM;G, L, C, A, DISPACH ;928608e3l5 # 17/ 31 

Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube!? Page 4 of 15 
'l ': 

0606014HCC3604 Exhibit H 

Tlie last wipeout in the video is insane. ..use at your OWT̂ J risk is an unserstatement. This thing, 
can be a great ride as long as you have a GOOD boat driver and STEADY headwinds. Do not 
use in Wind gusts! 

13. Cody Says: 
April 27th. 2006 at 2:44 am 

AAAAjjĵ ^ looked like a nasty spill. How was he afterwards? 

For anybody interested in purchasing this tube, I would recommend checking out this one... 
http://www.sevylor.com/towables.html 

I rode it last weekend and I was high flying just like on the video in about 15 minutes. 

14. bdog Says: 
April 28th. 2006 at 12:43 am 

A collapsed lung and a broken wrist are pretty serious—BUT at least all of us were tough 
enough to stay conscious, 

15. Meagan Says: 
Mav 2nd. 2006 at 11:10 am 

1 watched a friend of mine die when he fell off ofthe wego kite tube, it was the most awful 
thing I will ever expierence. He broke his neck when he hit the water. Please, please don't use 
this tabe!! 

16. greg Says: 
Mav 4th. 2006 at 9:39 pm 

Anyone riding this thing should check this out. 
http://www.kfdml.com/engine.pl?station=^kfdm&id=14598&template~breakoutlocal.html 

17. Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube Claims Life Says: 
Mav 4th. 2006 at 11:17 pm 

[...] A link to this story was posted as a comment to an earlier post I made about the Kite 
Tube. Based on this story and a number ofthe comments to the last kite tube post it's not safe! 
Please don't take yoiu- life into your own hands with one ofthese. The constantly changing 
angle-of-attack, combined with weight shifts from the rider and the lack of drag make this an 
extremely unpredictable "kite". [...] 

18. joe Says: 
May 9th. 2006 at 9:40 am 

I can;t belive the comments that i'm reading about. 
i'm realy freaking out. 
my friend bought one and we flwe it this Sunday and he had a nasty spill whent the thing 
whent up and flipped over becuase ofthe wind that threw him off and he's def in one ear for 4 
weeks becuase he broke his eardrum when it smacked him down onto the water surface fter 
going 29 feet high © :( 

http://www.steadywinds.cbm/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tabe/ 6/14/2006 

http://www.sevylor.com/towables.html
http://www.kfdml.com/engine.pl?station=%5ekfdm&id=14598&template~breakoutlocal.html
http://www.steadywinds.cbm/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tabe/
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we;re planning on doin it again> 
big tip: DON NOT USE IN HEAVY WINDS OR GUSTS, HAVE AN EXPERIENCED 
BOAT DRIVER. 

19. Brian Says: 

May nth. 2006 at 11:08 pm 

Meagan, please email me at brianmazzola@,gt.rr.com. Thank you. 

20. SCOTT Says: 
May 15th. 2006 at 2:22 pm 
I bought 1 last week we have come close to getting it flying how fast are you going to get it to 
fly 

21. will Says: 

May 15th. 2006 at 7:32 pm 

Does anyone know which kite tabe is steadier the Manta or the WEGO KITE TUBE? 

22. Chris.. Says: 
May 16th. 2006 at 3:39 pm 
1 bought one ofthese last week and I have ridden it approx. 7-8 times now and getting pretty 
good with it, Yesterday I flew about 20' or so probobly 5-6 different times with good control, 
it was really steady going up and coming down, when I was first using it, it come down 
sideways a few times but I just held on and it corrected itself Now on the other hand, a friend 
of mine was on it yesterday also and a gust ofwind caught him and he quickly soared to about 
30' and got out of balance and flipped it and fell 30' at 30mph and he thought he broke his arm, 
although he didn't and he is alright. I honestly love this thing and think its a blast but after 
yesterday I dop't think I'm going to let my friends get on it unless they sign a release form or 
something and I will probobly only let like me and my brothers on it anymore. It can be 
dangerous but everything that really gets your adrenaline pumping is a little dangerous, I 
suggest just doing like the manual and video says and starting with the 45' rope for 12 times 

then the 55' rope for 24 times until you getused to it then the 65'. Good luck and stay 
balanced. 

23. Steve Says: 

May 17th. 2006 at 7:55 am 

scott, 

i have had mine for 2 weeks, flying it great! we were only doing about 27mph or 30. into a 10 
to 15 wind 
what is your email and i will send you some pics. 

24. Steve Says: 
May 17th. 2006 at 7:58 am 

correction on the speed only going 20 to 25mph 

http://www.steadywinds.coinyarchives/2006/02/28/kite-tabe/ 6/14/2006 

http://www.steadywinds.coinyarchives/2006/02/28/kite-tabe/
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25. SCOlTSays: 
May 17th. 2006 at 2:22 pm 

We have fried 25-35 mph we can but the winds were no more that about lOmh my e-mail is 
maxie5612@yahoo.com pics would be appreciated. 

26. Chris Says: 
May 19th. 2006 at 10:27 am 

My friend purchased the wego and we took it out, it was really fim at first, but then I was 
ridmg it and for no reason it took off about 40-50 feet in the air and went out of confrol and 
slammed me down hard onto the water. Now I am an avid wakeboarder, tabe rider, thrill 
seeker, but this thing is going to kill someone! I recentely read that it did actaaUy kill some 
one. Well we decided to try it again the next day and my friend was on ft and it did the same 
thing to him went about 30 feet up then took a hard nose dive right to the water it wrapped him 
up in the tube and slammed him so hard it tore his ael in his knee and broke 2 ribs. Tliis tabe is 
a great idea but they need to redesign it. They had better watch out or as sue happy as this 
world is there will be a major lawsuit against them. 

27. Steve Says: 
May 21 St. 2006 at 9:12 pm 

Chris, 
we have been getting some serious afr on the tabe also. One of my buddies stayed up for 35 
seconds( our longest ride ofthe day), he was @ 1 Oto 15 feet on this ride, i can relate to the nose 
dive, were you guys in cross winds or calm day? 

28. Taylor Says: 
May 21st, 2006 at 10:20 pm 

1 just bought one ofthese today and I wiU say it is alot of fim, but this thing can get out of 
confrol. As a former member ofthe Coast Guard I guess I should know better but I was pulling 
my fiiend and decided to push the envelope and I sent him into orbit, probably about 40'. My 
natiual reaction was to pull back on the throttle, well that was the wrong .thing to do becuse he 
came barreling down into the water and messed his knee up bad. Anĵ way we are going to keep 
using it, but we are going to be alot more careful. 

29. Taylor Says: 
May 22nd. 2006 at 3:55 pm 

Quick note I have ultimatly decided to sell this thing, I don't want to be responsible for killing 
a fiiend. I now think this thing is much to dangerous. I saw somewhere earlier that there are 
some guys from Texas. Just to let you know that a buddy of mine is a game warden here in 
Texas and this thing will be ILLEGAL to use buy the end ofthis summer, he assures me. So I 
guess ifyou are in Texas I would start thinking about selling as soon as you can because you 
won't be able to sell them after that. 

30. FTC924 Says: 
May 23rd. 2006 at 12:54 pm 

My friends and I had this monster out yesterday here in Illinois. We are all over 200 lbs and in 

http://www.steadywmds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tabe/ 6/14/2006 
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good shape and thought this thing would be easy. We hooked it to the back of our wave-runner 
and began at 45'. We were able to hop across the water but the tabe was defmitely unsteady 
and would throw us off without notice like we were rag dolls. Towards the end of our first run 
we were able to get the tabe to around 5 foot above the water for a few seconds at a time. The 
last run at 45' (before we were going to extend the rope to 55') 1 was at 5-8 foot above the 
water and the tabe decided it was done and tamed over and face-planted me into the water. I 
thought my j aw was broke. 

Since my jaw was not broke, we went to 55' and began to get this thing to 10 feet. However, 
not matter what we di4 if we hit a gust of wind or a cross wind, the tabe would twist and tum 
and thow us off. All this time we were keeping the MPH's aroimd 30-35 because we wanted to 
leam first. Then one my friends signaled to go faster so we upped the speed to 40 MPH and up 
he went to approx 15 feet. He seemed to have major problems keeping the tabe steady at that 
height and speed and right before (and 1 mean right before) the tube decided to tum over and 
nose dive to the water, he jumped off and landed on his feet. We all think we was lucky. 

We finally decided to try the 65' foot length and 1 am man enough to say that we were not 
ready (or "I" was not ready). I was the first to try it and wanted to increase the speed to 40-45. 
During my run, I was easily flying 10-15 feet in the air and it seemed to me that 1 was getting 
the hang of it. But then I caught a huge gust of \vind that took me to 30 feet in the afr instantly 
and then, even faster, it tumed to the left and then whipped to the right and threw me off into 
the water and I landed right on my back. It knocked the @'''%!$@ out of me and I could hardly 
breathe for a good 5-7 minutes. I thought my neck and back were shattered. I have not gone to 
the doctor yet but I have eaten two bottles of aspirin since yesterday. It does disturb me that I 
landed exactly how that 33 year old guy landed in Texas that was killed. AND HE WAS 
ONLY AT 15 FEET. I was double that 

Anyways, we do many exfreme sports but are always in confrol and we can always push the 
sport to our abilities. One thing I know for sure, you caimot see the wind nor can you control it 
and while on the Wego Kite Tube it is hard to control it as well. One thing I notice in the 
manual you get with the tabe, it states that the weight limit ofthe tube is 2001bs but it seems to 
me that the lighter the person is, the more imconfroliable the tube will be since it is 10 feet 
wide. I thought the weight limit was 200 lbs because the tube would not get off the water at 
weights above 200. WRONG!!!! In fact, at the end ofthe day yesterday we decided to put two 
guys on the tabe and ride it like a conventional tube whipping them in figure-8's and staff like 
that. This is 425 lbs on this monster and as I whipped them around the first circle, they GOT 
AIR and were 2-3 feet over the water!!!!! 

I am caUing Sportsstuff today for answers to my questions and will advise as to what they say. 

Does anyone have experience on the Manfra flying tabe? It is easier to confrol when flying? I 
have watched the video and it does seem easier but then again it was being ridden by a 
professional. Someone please advise. 

31. Cody Says: 
May 24th. 2006 at 9:48 am 

The Manta is much safer than the WEGO, it has rope handles that you hold onto so that you 
can suck the wings in to steady it out, and fly for a few minutes at at time. I knew the WEGO 
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was gorma be bad news from the begirming. Now I won't even be able to do my favorite thing 
come to the end ofthe summer. 

32. JJSays: 
May 25th. 2006 at 3:27 pm 

We just got our Wego and it is AWESOME! I was a bit nervous the 1 st time out, but now I 
can't get enough. Ifyou and the boat driver/spotter take the time to watch the instmctional 
DVD, read the manual and actaally use as directed it's a great ride! It takes getting use to and I 
recommend starting with the shortest ofthe ropes until you get comfortable with it, but we 
have had no problems towing at around 25-27 MPH. I can see how it would be dangerous if 
not used properly, but you can say that about anything. Common sense-it says right on the 
tabe, only kite as high as your willing to fall. I give it two thumbs up!!! 

33. Shellie Says: 
May 26th. 2006 at 11:21 pm 

Wrap me in bubble wrap and give me a helmet, I'll try it! 

34. Michael Laninga Says: 
May 27th, 2006 at 11:44 am 

My son (18 years old) had a nasty crash on a Wego Kite Tube May 25th. He suffered a broken 
back and three broken bones in his left foot. He will be in a back brace for 6 - 8 weeks and 
require surgury on his foot. He missed his High School graduation and all night party too. 
Worse he has lost his summer employment at a youth camp. This is a very dangerous toy. 

35. James Says: 
May 28th, 2006 at 11:00 am 

Hi, i am thinking about getting a wego, but am wondering if our boat can handle it, its a 79 
doral 6cyl mercruzer 165h, can someone tell me if this is sufficiant, to pull this crazy thing, 
thanks James. 

36. HI ripper Says: 
May 29th. 2006 at 10:54 am 

my name is hi ripper and i just got back from the hospital last night from crashing down off 
the kite tube we had it hooked up to the tower in out boat not a good idea..i dont really rember 
what happened b/c i suffered from amniesa but i was told i feell from 20 feet in the air and 
became uncounsious i recomend not getting one!!!!! 

37. Chris Says: 
May 30th. 2006 at 11:28 am 

I wrote earlier and told ya'll about my buddy that fell from about 30' well he's getting better 
with a little shoulder pain still but wiU be ok. I had this thing out again this weekend and 1 
have to say that 1 personally am getting pretty good with it, I can fly it about 15'-20' very 
smoothly and bring it back down no problem, I do have to say though that I ride motorcycles 
alot and do have pretty good balance, which I believe is the key to the kite tabe. I am still the 
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only person that has been on my kite tabe who has not flipped off at some point. I love it and 
can't get enough. If the wind isn't blowing very much I'll get my wife to drop the throttle all 
the way down to about 40mph so tiiat I can get more air but if the wind is blowing pretty good 
or it is gusting then 25 works really well, I can get 15' with the 45' or the 65' rope easily. But I 
can see were a cross wind could throw you off course and put it out of control ifyou didn't 
expect it, so I suggest staying balanced and expect the worst and hope for the best when flying 
high but I have had no problems at all. Oh and 165HP should pull it fine, I have a 19'Chaparral 
with 190HP and it has no problems at all pulling it. Just be carefiil using the kite tube and 
follow ALL of the instructions or ride at your own risk. 

38. Derek Says: 
May 30th. 2006 at 2:41 pm 

Ive taken hard/high(30') falls and next time im wearing a protec hehnet and neck brace... 
maybe even a mouth piece, just dont use it in high winds,cross winds, use alot of air in the tabe 
and alot of balance when your up there, also pull into the wind as sfraight on as you can 

39. James Says: 

May 31st. 2006 at 12:35 am 

hi,thanks chris ,i wUl ride carefully, cheers James 

40. jason Says: 
May 31st 2006 at 8:52 am 
Had my ffrst experience this past Memorial day. Chris is dead on with the wind sitaation. It 
was pretty windy that day. The kite goes up very well, but ifyou have some wind gusts, no 
amount of balance is going to help you. It is like trying to fly an airplane with one wfrig. it 
started the side to side shaking very violently and I came off of it at about 25'. Needless to say, 
the water feels like concrete when you hit it at that height and moving at about 35mph. On a 
good ligt wind day, you should be able to fly it with some nifty balancing. Even though it hurt 
when I fell, i will get back on h again. A glutton for punishment i quess!! 

41. Steve Says: 
Mav 31st. 2006 at 5:41 pm 

O.K. guys here is our story... memorial day weekend, friend of ours was riding the kite tube 
on the 65 ft line, was flying great! at @15 to 20' all ofa sudden he went to 40' in a split 
second, he had excellent confrol ofthis thing, he got a bit nervous and couldnt figure how to 
get it down lower, we backed of throttle a bit and tube went sideways and threw him off 
unfortunally he suffered a compressed vertabrae, i have posted here before and wanted to see if 
you guys could control the up and down on this thing, the fall he took was not really from the 
40ft because he was comming back down when we throttled back, the side ofthe tube actually 
hit the water first and then slung him off we have been very careftill when flying this thing, 
we all will still ride, i really believe this is the most exfreme water sport out there. 

42. Steve Says: 
May 31st 2006 at 5:45 pm 
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Hey chris send me some pics!!!! stevewbarcofSiaol.com 

43. Steve Says: 

May 31st 2006 at 5:54 pm 

FTC, 
let me know when you talk to sportsstuff im interested in what they have to say 
thanks 

44. Chris Says: 
June 1st 2006 at 4:13 pm 

Steve, 
Not saying it was the boat drivers fault in this case but I've been thinking about this same 
situation and this is what I have come up with. If he was flymg it great at 20' then the only 
thing that shot him up further was a gust ofwind unless someone was playing around too 
much and dropped the throttle to send him up higher. I think if the driver would have remained 
steady on the throttle that just as soon as that gust ofwind settled down then he would have 
come down as well. 1 have experienced this and just remained balanced and it would come 
back down after a few seconds or so. But another thing I've been thinking about is this.. .if 
someone is 40' in the air on a 65' rope then that only leaves about 50' horizontel distance from 
the kite tabe to the boat and at 30mph you cover approx. 44' per second so if the boat driver 
panics and drops the throtfle all the way down and the boat stops it wouldn't take much for the 
kite tabe to drift over the boat and drop the rider into the boat, which could mean serious 
injury or death. If my math is off 1 am sorry but this COULD I believe happen, someone please 
correct me if I am wrong. But like in your case you said the kite tabe was already decending 
then you backed off the throttle, so in a sense you backing off the throttle caused the kite tube 
to lose any lift from underneath that it might have had to bring it down smoothly which caused 
it to flip sideways and down into the water. I really hope your friend gets better and I have sent 
you a few pics but I stiU have to get some better ones. 

45. Chris Says: 
June Ist 2006 at 4:22 pm 

Ohh I forgot to tell you guys that I rode the kite tabe backwards this past weekend for a few 
seconds, I just sit down and grabbed the handles and it went up maybe 4' off the water... feft 
kinda wierd and I didn't have much confrol and didn't want to break my record of no falls so I 
turned back around but my brothers were tripping out. It was a nice view though.. .you could 
actually see very well just how high you reaUy was. 

46. peter pond Says: 
June 2nd. 2006 at 8:33 am 

used the kite tabe for 1st time last weekend,everything was great til i shot to 30' instantly,the 
tube started getting very unstable up there,so i bailed,hit the water so hard it ripped my shorts 
in two,rested on the beach for 20 minutes.tried agian,same thing ,back up to 30',came crashing 
down,i don't think my body can handle a 3rd violent impact,and everyone else is to scared to 
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use the tube because they might get shot to 30'+.so my question is if we go shorter than 45' on 
the tow line,to say 25' will this eliminate the tiireat of going to high,but still allow for some lift 
off the water,and being a safe distance from the prop????? 

47. Chris Says: 
June 2nd. 2006 at 11:35 am 

Man just my opinion, 25' might be a little too short, it might be difficult starting off with the 
washout from the inside ofthe wake being so close, 1 would think it would try and submarine 
really bad, I would try 35' or even 40' first, but ifyou called sportsstaff they might have a 
better answer for you from the safety end, I don't think the prop would be an issue though. 
Something to keep in mind for next time, I know you can't see the wind or anything but ifyou 
shoot up to 30' really quick then it may be gusting too bad to fly it for that day, I think the 
DVD that comes with it says something about it. 

48. HeyTone Says: 
June 3rd. 2006 at 1:08 am 

My brother recently went to 65' rope, and he got it on video. His fiiends are absolutely nuts 
and some ofthe wipe outs are downright violent. There's two videos at the following link if 
you want to check it out. 

HeyTone.com movies 

49. Duane H. Says: 
June 6th. 2006 at 3:33 pm 

We saw this video at Bass Pro Shops and went out and bought it. We staited out at 65 feet of 
rope at approx. 35 MPH. My friend Kevin was doing great for the first 5 minutes and we were 
amazed at the hieght we were getting. The next thing we knew he shot up high in the air and 
was slammed down on his right side at fiill speed. He was knocked unconcious and had to be 
pulled from the water with rescue breaths given to revive him. We took it back the next day. 

50. Mark Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 8:28 am 

I wish we had the problem of getting to high on the Wego Kite Tube. We cannot get the tabe 
off the water. The area just below the recessed foot holds is always touching the water. The 
first weekend the tube was under inflated, because we had no foot pump, that explained that. 
The second weekend we had it fully inflated, 150-160 pound rider, 10 mile hour head wind, 
and still could not get the tabe into the air. The riders have all watched the video. We used 
both the 65' and 55' foot lengths and have tried speeds up to 30 miles on hour. We have 23' -
250 horse 1/0 - deck boat, with the tow rope attachment about 2/3 ofthe way up the transom. 
Any suggestions would be greatiy apprecaited. Thanks 

51. Steve Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:44 am 
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Mark, 

Keep riding, if will take a few fries to get accustomed to. you should let the tube do all the 
work, we sfruggled with this, we were trying to really yank on the handle to make it fly. that is 
the wrong thing to do. just graddually pull back and the wind should do the rest, make sure the 
tabe is properly inflated very important!!!! be patient, this thing will soar, i have posted here 
before., and PLEASE BE CAREFUL!!!!!!! 
we usually run anywhere between 28 to 32mph depending on the wind, there should be no 
problem getting a 150 tO 1601b guy or girl up. send me you email i will send you some pics 

52. Michael Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:09 pm 

We tried this last weekend. It was a blast. Started with the rope at 65 feet behind a Seadoo. 
Had a little trouble with confrol at ffrst but once we figured out to go dfrectly into the wind it 
was fme. Ifyou get out of confrol just sit down and the tube will go back down to the water. 
Even my almost 50 year old mom had a blast. 

53. Calestie Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:19 pm 

Our family bought the wego kite tube. We all sat down together and watched the instructional 
video twice!! We are all experienced baoters and have been boatmg for years. My husband 
crashed hard on the tabe. He was coughing up blood and had to be lifeflighted to closest 
hospital. Has broken ribs, bmised, and abdominal problems. This tube is NOT SAFE!!!!! We 
followed instmctions exactiy. It is totally unpredictable. DO NOT BUY IT!!!!! 

54. RodSays: 
June 8th. 2006 at 4:06 pm 

We bought a Wego Kite Tube, tried it for a couple weekends, and retumed it this week. It can 
be very dangerous! Please be sure it is properly inflated, do not use in unsteady winds, and the 
boat driver should never let the tabe get more than 5 feet off the water. The kite can easQy soar 
to 25-30 feet, and dump you off hard. We are experienced boaters and tabers, and think this 
tabe wiU eventually do the same thing to anyone who uses it. It can be a lot of fim, till 
someone gets hurt. The last time we used the tube, the rider hit the water and was 
unconscience for about 10 seconds. We experienced a moderate concussion, bruised ribs, 
coughing up blood, and severe headaches in the short time we used it. Definately not worth the 
risks!! 

55. DayidSays: 
June 9th. 2006 at 11:24 am 

I just foimd this site while looking for information about the Wego Kite Tube after a 17 year-
old in Winter Haven, Florida sustained a life-tiireatening injury while using this product. The 
young man is an experienced wake-boarder who was preparing for the professional circuit (the 
boat driver was also experienced). This young man sustained a 30-40 foot fall when a sudden 
gust ofwind lifted the tube from 10 feet to that height and then flipped him over. He sustained 
a dissection ofthe aorta and has survived only because of prompt emergency care and 6-hour 
surgery in Tampa. 
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This product may provide "thrills," but so does Russian roulette, which is what you are playing 
every time you take a ride on this kite tube. This young man vvas not an inexperienced "hot 
dog"; he was athletic and experienced. This product should be taken off the market!!! 
Wamings on the tube or on "instmctional videos" are not a defense for the continued sale of 
this product. 

For those of you considering purchase and/or use ofthis kite tube, PLEASE review the many 
intemet postings available. Ifyou still decide to use it make sure you have major medical 
coverage and fijneral arrangements. 

56. Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » More Kite Tube Problems... Says: 
June 9th. 2006 at 12:06 pm 

[...] Kite Tube!? WOWT j Kite Tubing Writes [...] 

57. Troy Says: 
June 10th. 2006 at 2:46 am 

I have been a boater for many years, my family and I love to tube. 
When I first saw the Wego Kite Tube (overtons I believe) I had to have one. After 1 frip to the 
lake and some fomm searching, I am putting my tabe on ebay. This tabe has the potential of 
hurting many people, and the one ultimately responsible \v\\\ be the boat driver. ITiis tube will 
go from skimming die top ofthe water to 20 feet in a blink of an eye. Now this wouldnt be so 
bad at 15 or so mph. I had a 190 pounder at over 40 mph before the tube would lift in a low 
wind situation. Falling off at 40 mph would not be fim. 
I encourage anyone to watch the videos posted on this site before purchasing a kite tabe. Look 
at how violent the crashes are. Think ofthe liability involved if someone gets injured behind 
your boat, or worse. Friends are friends until they are layed up, unable to work, bills are piling 
up lawsuit to follow. 

58. Cader Says: 
June 12th. 2006 at 12:31 pm 

I got on one this weekend and I have to say this is sweet! 
My brother-in-law took about a 10' spill on his head and got a headache but he has has much 
worse on his air chair. Granted we were out on a pretty windy day and we shouldn't have been 
on the first time out. 

I keep reading about people getting hurt on this but a lot of them are starting out with the 65' 
length rope and / or putting it on a ski tower, BOTH of which the instmctions say NOT to 
do!!! 

There is a post about a 100' rope on a tower: 
still recovering Says: 
April 20tfi, 2006 at 12:53 am 
Using a 100 foot line or tieing to the tower is just stupid. I did a nose dive at 10' and ended up 

in the er. If someone does that at 40' or 75' their dead. 

Not to sound callus but what do you expect? When you don't follow dfrections you get hurt -
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no matter the product. 

59. John Stabler Says: 
. June 13th. 2006 at 5:19 pm 

I'm all for safe water sports. You should stick within your limits. You need a driver and 
spotter who know what they're doing. Whh practice you will control the Wego and not the 
other way round. But you need to take it slowly and identify unsuitable conditions. Wear 
appropriate safety gear and ifyou drive/own the boat you should be insured. 
Personally I like the Wego and it can be alot of fim when used properly. Sure, I've fallen off a 
few times (sometimes spectacularly) but never from a height to cause major damage. You 
should not be flying it at more than 15'. The thing says on it "Don't fly higher than you're 
wtiling to fall". If it's going too high for you then there is something wrong and you shouldn't 
be using it. 

Dopes on Ropes - Water Siding and Kite Tubing 

60. admin Says: 
June 13th. 2006 at 8:20 pm 

John, 

From a kite point of view it is not stable, so I am not sure how it can be used safely at all. A 
flat kite needs drag to fly and keep it pointed into the wind. On a flat kite this usually done 
using some sort of tail or drogue shoot. What! see in the videos etc is the kite starts to cobra, 
this is when the kite starts to oscilate back and forth and sort of looks like a snake dancing. 
This is where you get into frouble... if it sways too much one side ofthe kite will catch a little 
more wind and keep going and dump the rider and the kite will crash, usually in a nose dive. 

justmy 2 cents.. 

-Bill 

Leave a Reply 

Name (required) 

Mail (will not be published) (required) 
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"Ray Tsuneyoshi" To: <KBergersen@azgfd.gov>, <anelson@npgcab!a.com>, 
<RTSUNEYOSHI@dbw. <michael_mcginnis@nps,gov>, <firstaid@citlink.net>, 
ca.gov> <doug,schuster@co.mohave.a2,us>, <awirt2@fs.fed,us>, 

cc: <EHuntsman@azgfd.gov>, <fmessman@ndow.org>, 
06/12/2006 11:02 AIVI <CWall@azgfd.gov>, <JSacco@azgfd.gov> 
MST Subject: Re: Kite Tubes 

What is kind of weird coincidence is that I was just in flight fr om Tennessee to Sacramento, reading the "Sky Mall 
" magazine. The ad for the "Sky Kite " pops up just as th pilot announces that we are flying over Lake Powell. Just 
from the photo's it looks like there is a potential for instability and no protection for the occupant. 
RayT 

Original Message 
From: Kevin Bergersen <KBergersen@azgfd.gov> 
To: aneIson@npgcable.com <aneIson@npgcable,com>; michael_mcginnis@nps.gov 
<michael_mcginnis@nps.gov>; firstaid(@citlink.net<firstaid@citlink.net>; doug.schusfer@co.mohave.az.us 
<doug.schuster@co.mohave.az.us>; awirtz@fs.fed.us<awirtz@fs.fed.us>; D_Toporek@MCSO.maricopa.gov 
<D_Toporek@MCSO.maricopa.gov>; mary_hinson@nps.gov <mary_hinson@nps.gov>; 
darren.simmons@co.yuma.az.us<darren.simmons@co.yuma.az.us>; jcooley@fs.fed.us<jcooley@fs.fed.us>; 
gpeaslee@pr.state.az.us <gpeaslee@pr.state.az.us>; dale_enlow@fws.gov <dale_enlow@fws.gov>; 
michael_dodson@blm.gov <michae]_dodson@blm.gov>; jim_honand@nps.gov <jiin_holland@nps.gov>; 
lrvineG@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us <IrvineG@ci.lake-havasu-city.az,us>; azfoot@yahoo.com 
<azfoot@yahoo.com>; rknotts@pr.state.az,us <rkn0tts@pr.state.a2.us>; ataroya@cybertrails.com 
<atafoya@cybertrails.com>; llister@fs.fed.us <tlister@fs.fed.Lis>; Mark_Law@nps.gov <Mark_Law@nps.gov>; 
steve_luckesen@nps.gov <steve_luckesen@nps,gov>; revans@pr.state.az.us <revans@pr.state.az.us>; 
tim.sonier@co.mohave.az.us<tim.sonier@co.mohave.a2.us>; Chris_Pergiel@nps.gov <Chris_PergieI@nps.gov>; 
randy.johnson@co.mohave.az.us<randy.johnson@co.mohave.az.us>; bperidley@pr.state.az.us 
<bpendley@pr.state.az.us>; Rick_Bennett@nps.gov <Rick_Bennett@nps.gov>; ron.voss@co.yuma.az.us 
<ron.voss@co.yuina.az.us>; Kerry_Haut@nps.gov <Kerry_Haut@nps.gov>; dirk_murphy@nps.gov 
<dirk_murphy@nps.gov>; mark_pita@nps.gov <mark_pita@nps.gov>; cdigerolaino@biillheadschools.com 
<cdigerolamo@bullheadschools.coni>; randd@redrivernet.com <randd@redrivernet,com>; 
PNewman@dl 1.uscg.mil <PNewman@dl I.uscg.mil>; SlomaR@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us 
<SlomaR@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us>; bmaddox@sbcsd.org <bniaddox@sbcsd.org>; cbrooks@pr.state.az.us 
<cbrooks@pr.state.az.us>; baxlund@coconino.az.gov <baxlund@coconino.az.gov> 
CC: Ray Tsuneyoshi; Ed Huntsman <EHuntsman@azgfd.gov>; Fred Messman <fmessman@ndow.org>; Cindy 
Wall <CWall@azgfd.gov>; Joe Sacco <JSacco@azgfd.gov> 
Sent: Mon Jun 12 08:49:44 2006 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

FYI - There's a new water "toy" out there and many of have already had to pick up the pieces, so a few of you 
already know that we've already input one Arizona boat accident report on these "tube kites" unfortunatley I 
expect more. 

Kevin 

Original Message 
From: Robert Baron [mailto:erfpmd 1 (Sjcox.netl 
Sent; Fri 6/9/2006 10:47 PM 
To: Kevin Bergersen; Howard Munding 
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

I wonder ifyou have seen any injuries from this device on Phoenix area lakes? Watch out for them. They can 

mailto:KBergersen@azgfd.gov
mailto:firstaid@citlink.net
mailto:EHuntsman@azgfd.gov
mailto:fmessman@ndow.org
mailto:CWall@azgfd.gov
mailto:JSacco@azgfd.gov
mailto:KBergersen@azgfd.gov
mailto:aneIson@npgcable.com
mailto:michael_mcginnis@nps.gov
mailto:michael_mcginnis@nps.gov
mailto:firstaid@citlink.net
mailto:doug.schusfer@co.mohave.az.us
mailto:doug.schuster@co.mohave.az.us
mailto:awirtz@fs.fed.us
mailto:D_Toporek@MCSO.maricopa.gov
mailto:D_Toporek@MCSO.maricopa.gov
mailto:mary_hinson@nps.gov
mailto:mary_hinson@nps.gov
mailto:darren.simmons@co.yuma.az.us
mailto:jcooley@fs.fed.us
mailto:gpeaslee@pr.state.az.us
mailto:gpeaslee@pr.state.az.us
mailto:dale_enlow@fws.gov
mailto:dale_enlow@fws.gov
mailto:michael_dodson@blm.gov
mailto:_dodson@blm.gov
mailto:jim_honand@nps.gov
mailto:jiin_holland@nps.gov
mailto:lrvineG@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us
mailto:azfoot@yahoo.com
mailto:azfoot@yahoo.com
mailto:rkn0tts@pr.state.a2.us
mailto:ataroya@cybertrails.com
mailto:atafoya@cybertrails.com
mailto:llister@fs.fed.us
mailto:tlister@fs.fed.Lis
mailto:Mark_Law@nps.gov
mailto:Mark_Law@nps.gov
mailto:steve_luckesen@nps.gov
mailto:revans@pr.state.az.us
mailto:revans@pr.state.az.us
mailto:tim.sonier@co.mohave.a2.us
mailto:Chris_Pergiel@nps.gov
mailto:Chris_PergieI@nps.gov
mailto:randy.johnson@co.mohave.az.us
mailto:bperidley@pr.state.az.us
mailto:bpendley@pr.state.az.us
mailto:Rick_Bennett@nps.gov
mailto:Rick_Bennett@nps.gov
mailto:ron.voss@co.yuma.az.us
mailto:ron.voss@co.yuina.az.us
mailto:Kerry_Haut@nps.gov
mailto:Kerry_Haut@nps.gov
mailto:dirk_murphy@nps.gov
mailto:dirk_murphy@nps.gov
mailto:mark_pita@nps.gov
mailto:mark_pita@nps.gov
mailto:cdigerolaino@biillheadschools.com
mailto:randd@redrivernet.com
http://uscg.mil
mailto:SlomaR@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us
mailto:SlomaR@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us
mailto:bmaddox@sbcsd.org
mailto:bniaddox@sbcsd.org
mailto:cbrooks@pr.state.az.us
mailto:cbrooks@pr.state.az.us
mailto:baxlund@coconino.az.gov
mailto:baxlund@coconino.az.gov
mailto:EHuntsman@azgfd.gov
mailto:fmessman@ndow.org
mailto:CWall@azgfd.gov
mailto:JSacco@azgfd.gov
mailto:erfpmd
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be very traumatic. 

Bob Baron 

From: Luckesen [Tnailto:Luckesen@hughes.net] 
Sent: Friday, June 09,2006 8:59 AM 
To: Kiko Augusto Villalon; Dr. Robent Baron; Richard Blackman; Bill Furbee; Jennifer Killeen; erny kuncl; 

Jim Leach; Fred Messmann; Joe and Nancy; RngTram@aol.com; Todd Schwede; Ted Woolley 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

In the past three weeks we have had to Airvac four serious injured people from Lake Powell that were engaged 
in a new water activity called Kite Tubing. This activity involves a large round inflated tube that is towed behind a 
boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air to a height of 15 to 60 feet. Controlling 
a kite tube is extremely challenging and the slightest upset in its balance cause the tub to dive down into the water at 
a high rate of speed. The individual on these tubes impacted the water at both the forward tow speed ofthe vessel 
and then at the downward accelerated speed, which can be as high as 70 MPH, As a medic I have responded to three 
ofthese calls in a one week period and my Kite Tubing patients all had to be Airvac to Level I Trauma Centers. A 
29-year-old male who suffered a broken neck (double Fx of C-2) and a 26-year-old male with a hemopneumothorax 
produced by broken ribs. My third patient a 14-year old female suffered a whiplash injury and was released from 
the hosipital. Several weeks' earlier another Medic had a similar case at Lake Powell involving a young man with a 
severely punctured lung. Several local hospitals have reported recently seeing Kite Tube patients with simular 
injuries from people that have self transported to their facilities. Taking with other water enforcement agencies they 
are seeing Kite Tubing injuries and I have heard ofone fatality in Texas. This death was due to a transected aortic 
commonly seen in deceleration auto and airplane type accidents. Interviews with friends and family members of 
patients have shown a disturbing trend with this use. In all cases at Glen Canyon NRA, multiple minor Kite Tubing 
injuries occurred with other members ofthe boating party prior to the incidents that required advanced life support. 
All victims stated they were using the kite tubes as directed when they suddenly lifled to dangerous heights, becaine 
unstable, and plunged up side down into the water. Friends ofthe victims that did not immediately report their 
injuries advised that they had coughing up blood, had torn muscles, whiplash type injuries and broken ribs. 

Go to the following Intemet link and then click on the video section in the upper right hand corner. These clip 
show graphically what can happen with these devices. 

http://www.kutv,com/video/?id=l 6192@kutv.davport.com < 
http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=l 6192@,kutv.davport.com> 

http://www.kutv,com/video/?id=16155@kutv.davport.com < 
http://www.kutv.corn/video/?id=l6l55@kutv.davport.com> 

http://www.break, com/index/tubingtakeoff,htinl 

Glen Canyon is considering banding these device from boating activides on Lake Powell and Dr. Baron has 
also taken an active role in banding these devices. 

Steve 

mailto:Luckesen@hughes.net
mailto:RngTram@aol.com
http://www.kutv,com/video/?id=l
mailto:6192@kutv.davport.com
http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=l
http://www.kutv,com/video/?id=16155@kutv.davport.com
http://www.kutv.corn/video/?id=l6l55@kutv.davport.com
http://www.break
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National Park Service 
U.S, Department ofthe Interior 

InsideNPS 
Information Gateway for NPS Employees 

GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 

Two In jured in Kite Tubing Accidents 

Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "kite tubing" accidents in the park last weekend. In both cases, the 
victims were riding kite tubes towed by boats when they lost control of the device. Each then fell into Lake Powell from 
heights of between 10 and 40 feet. Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes that are towed by boats at 20 to 40 mph. 
The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air from 15 to 60 feet. Controlling a kite tube is extremely 
challenging and the slightest upset in its balance causes it to fall into the water. The first incident occurred on Friday, 
June 2nd, at approximately 2:30 p.m. near the Bullfrog area, A 29-year-old man from St. George, Utah, was riding a 
kite tube when he lost control and fell from a height of 35 to 40 feet while moving at approximately 35 to 40 mph. He 
suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog IVIedical Clinic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. He was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing, bufthe other two 
sustained only minor injuries and were not treated. On the afternoon of Saturday, June 3rd, a 14-y.ear-o!d giri from 
Houston, Texas, fell from 10 to 15 feet from her kite tube while being towed at 20 to 25 mph. She lost consciousness 
when she struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was flown by helicopter from 
Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction. After further examination at the hospital, she was released 
without serious injuries. These were the third and fourth accidents this year involving kite tubes. The first accident 
occurred on April 7th and resulted in a punctured lung caused by broken ribs; the second was on May 22nd, when 
another person sustained injuries to the chest and back while using a kite tube. Both ofthese incidents involved kite 
tube riders losing control of the device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate of speed. The individuals 
involved in these accidents were also transported by helicopter to the hospital. This is the first season that park 
rangers at Glen Canyon have seen kite tubes on the lake. Please see the related safety alert on kite tubing in this 
issue for additional information and for links to two TV news videos on kite tubing accidents. 

More Information 

Contact Information 
Name: Kevin Schneider, Management Assistant 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=lncidents&id=2616 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfni?handler=viewprintheadline&typ6==Incidents&id=2616 6/14/2006 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=lncidents&id=2616
http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfni?handler=viewprintheadline&typ6==Incidents&id=2616


e - 1 6 - 0 6 ; 4 : 39PM ; G. U. C. A. D I SP.ACH 

InsideNPS I InsideNPS - Headlines 
; 9 2 8 6 0 8 6 3 1 5 « 3 / 3 1 

] 
0606014HCC3604 

Page 1 of 1 

Exhibit H 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

InsideNPS 
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GLEN CANYON NATTONAL RECREATION AREA 
Two In jured in Kite Tubing Accidents 

Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "kite tubing" accidents in the park last weekend. In both cases, the 
victims were riding kite tubes towed by boats when they lost control of the device. Each then fell into Lake Powell from 
heights of between 10 and 40 feet. Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes that are towed by boats al 20 to 40 mph. 
The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air from 15 to 60 feeL Controlling a kite tube is extremely 
challenging and the slightest upset in its balance causes It to fall into the water. The first incident occurred on Friday, 
June 2nd, at approximately 2:30 p.m. near the Bullfrog area. A 29-year-old man from St. George, Utah, was riding a 
kite tube when he lost control and fell from a height of 35 to 40 feet while moving at approximately 35 to 40 mph. He 
suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog fvledical Clinic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. He was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing, but the other two 
sustained only minor injuries and were not treated. On the afternoon of Saturday, June 3rd, a 14-year-old girl from 
Houston, Texas, fell from 10 to 15 feet from her kite tube while being towed at 20 to 25 mph. She lost consciousness 
when she struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was flown by helicopter from 
iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction. After further examination at the hospital, she was released 
without serious injuries. These were the third and fourth accidents this year involving kite tubes. The first accident 
occurred on April 7th and resulted in a punctured lung caused by broken ribs; the second was on May 22nd, when 
another person sustained injuries to the chest and back while using a kite tube. Both ofthese incidents involved kite 
tube riders losing control of the device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate of speed. The individuals 
involved in these accidents were also transported by helicopter to the hospital. This is the first season that park 
rangers at Glen Canyon have seen kite tubes on the lake. Please see the related safety alert on kite tubing in this 
issue for additional information and for links to two TV news videos on kite tubing accidents. 

More Information 

Contact Information 
Name: Kevin Schneider, Management Assistant 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handIer=viewprintheadline&type=lncidents&id=2616 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=Incidents&id==2616 6/14/2006 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handIer=viewprintheadline&type=lncidents&id=2616
http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=Incidents&id==2616
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U.S. Department of the Interior 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 6, 2006 06-12 

Glen Canyon National 
Recreation Area 

691 Scenic View Dr. 
POBox 1507 
'Page, AZ 86040-1507 

CONTACT: Kevin Schneider 
928-608-6208 

Glen Canyon News Release 

Two Injured in "Kite Tubing" Accidents Last Weekend 

Page, Ariz. - Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "Kite Tubing" accidents 
this past weekend at Glen Canyon National Recreation Area. In both cases, the victims 
were riding Kite Tubes towed by boats when they lost control ofthe device. The victims 
fell into the waters of Lake Powell from heights between lo and 40 feet. 

The first incident occurred on Friday, June 2 at approximately 2:30 pm near the Bullfrog 
area. The victim, a 29 year- old male from St. George, Utah, was riding a Kite Tube 
when he lost control and fell from a height of 35- 40 feet, while moving at approximately 
35- 40 mph. He suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog 
Medical Clinic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction, Colorado. He was the third 
person in his party that day to be injured while Kite Tubing. The other two individuals 
reported they had minor injuries and were not treated. 

On Saturday afternoon, June 3, a 14- year old girl from Houston, Texas, fell 10-15 feet 
from her Kite Tube while being towed at 20- 25 mph. She lost consciousness when she 
struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was 
flown by hehcopter from Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction, 
Colorado. After fiirther examination at the hospital, she was released wdthout serious 
injuries. 

These were the third and fourth accidents this year at Glen Canyon National Recreation 
Area involving Kite Tubes. The first accident occurred on April 7 and resulted in a 
punctured lung caused by broken ribs. On May 22, a second person had injuries to their 
chest and back while using a Kite Tube. Both of these incidents involved Kite Tube 
riders losing control ofthe device and falUng into the water while moving at a high rate 
of speed. The individuals involved in these accidents were also transported by 
hehcopter to the hospital. 

Kite Tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20- 40 mph. The user 
holds onto the Kite Tube as it rises into the air, 15- 60 feet from the surface ofthe water. 
Controlhng a Kite Tube is extremely challenging, and the slightest upset in its balance 
causes the Kite Tube to fall into the water. As a newcomer to the market, this is the first 
season park rangers at Glen Canyon have observed their use. 

- unvw.nps.govlglca -

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA'" 

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 
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mph and most were 15 to 20 feet in the air when they were either ejected or turnei 
accelerated back to the water. Another 10 to 20 mph of speed is added to their fo 
the victims are hitting the water at 45 to 55 mph. These accidents are therefore thj 
70 foot cliff jump, with the added component of the victims having no control over 
impact the water. 

More Information... 

Contact Information 
Name: Mike Mayer, Chief Ranger 

about inslde.nps.gov | feedback 

http://cIassicinside.nps.gov/headline.cfin?type=Announcements&id=4523 6/9/2006 

http://cIassicinside.nps.gov/headline.cfin?type=Announcements&id=4523
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Kevin Schneider To: David BarnaA/VASO/NPS@NPS, Elaine Sevy/WASO/NPS@NPS, Karen 
nfimR/?nnfi 07-41 AM Breslin/DENVER/NPS@NPS, James Doyle/DENVER/NPS@NPS, 

Patricia Turley/DENVER/NPS@NPS, Rick Frost/DENVER/NPS@NPS, 
cc: 

Subject: Grand Junction Daily Sentinel: Two injured at Lake Powell riding popular 
kite tubes 

Two injured at Lake Powell riding popular kite tubes 

Wednesday, June 07,2006 

By SALLY SPAULDING 

The Daily Sentinel 

Two people were injured at Lake Powell last weekend while riding "kite tubes" pulled by boats in the Glen 
Canyon National Recreation Area. 

Both victims, a 29-year-old male from St. George, Utah, and a 14-year-old giri from Houston, Texas, were 
flown to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction for treatment. 

Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite 
tube as it rises into the air, 15 to 60 feet from the surface of the water. 

The product was released widely on the market this year and runs about $500. 

This is the first season park rangers at Glen Canyon have observed the use of kite tubes, said Kevin 
Schneiderof the National Park Service. 

The first incident of the weekend occurred on Friday near the Bullfrog Marina area. The 29-year-old male 
lost control of the kite tube and fell roughly 40 feet while moving at approximately 40 mph. 

He suffered a broken neck and was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing. 

On Saturday, the 14-year-old girl was being towed at about 25 mph when she fell between 10 and 15 
feet. 

She lost consciousness when she struck the water and was flown from the Iceberg Canyon area of the 
lake to St. Mary's. 

She was released from the hospital without "serious" injuries, according to Schneider. 

Schneider said the weekend accidents were the third and fourth accidents this year at Glen Canyon 
National Recreation Area involving kite tubes. 

The first two incidents also sent victims to St. Mary's Hospital and involved broken bones, a punctured 
lung and other injuries. "̂  

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
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Kevin Schneider 
06/08/2006 07:41 AM 
MST 

fyi 

To: Kitty Roberts/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Nancie E Ames/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
Susan Perkins/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Stan 
Burman/GLCA/NPS@NPS, PatQuinn/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Hank 

cc: 
Subject: Fw: Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
928-608-6208 
— Forwarded by Kevin Schneider/GLCA/NPS on 06/08/2006 07:40 AM • 

"Paul Ostapuk' To: <Kevin_Schneider@nps,gov> 
<postapuk@cableone.n cc: 
et> Subject: Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 
06/08/2006 07:39 AM 
MST 

Hi Kevin, 

I wanted to let you know that the Friends of Lake Powell has started a letter writing campaign to remove 
this new dangerous product from the market. 

Have spoken to the manufacturer (Sportsstuff) and several distributors asking them to give this product 
immediate attention. 

Thank you for your recent press release and have fun at the celebrations at Park Service Headquarters. I 
am on my way out of town to the Old Spanish Trail Annual Convention and will miss today's planned 
activities. 

Paul Ostapuk 
Friends of Lake Powell 
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"Robert Baron* To: "Mayer, Mike" <IVIike_Mayer@NPS.gov> 
<erfpmd1@cox.net> cc: "Steve Luckesen" <Luckesen@Hughes.Net>, "'Baron, Robert'" 

<erfpmd1@cox.net> 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 06/07/2006 10:06 PM 

MST 

FYI 

From: Robert: Baron [mailto:erfpmdl@cox.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 07, 2006 10:06 PM 
To: Kitty Robertis (Kitty_Roberts@nps.gov) 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

Kitty, 

I have been following the cases of injuries concerning the operation of Kite Tubes. I believe the 
information collected on the lake, the need to airiift 4 people from the lake in 3 weeks with 1 having a 
broken neck and 2 others having major chest injuries suggests that this "toy" is just plain too dangerous. 
Ifyou have not seen video clips ofthe use ofthese kites, please go to KUTV.com, click on the video 
section in the upper right hand corner and click the button that says "see all". Scroll through the options 
and there you will find a clip from 6/5 & 6/5. These videos show graphically what can happen with these 
devices. 

Kitty, I have heard that your Rangers are suggesting the writing of a compendium that would ban the use 
of these Kite Tubes on the lake. From an injury prevention viewpoint, I have to agree. Please let me 
know how this all progresses. 

Sincerely, 

Bob Baron 

mailto:IVIike_Mayer@NPS.gov
mailto:erfpmd1@cox.net
mailto:Luckesen@Hughes.Net
mailto:erfpmd1@cox.net
mailto:erfpmdl@cox.net
mailto:Kitty_Roberts@nps.gov
http://KUTV.com
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Bruce Malloy 

05/10/2006 09:34 AM 
CDT 

To: Randy YLarson/PAIS/NPS@NPS 
cc: DaleAntonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS, 

Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, Linden Schlenker/BICA/NPS@NPS, 
Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS, Mike 

Subject: Re: Kite TubingU 

Thanks for the heads up on this potentially dangerous activity. We have not experienced any interest in 
these types of "above the water" activities. But we anticipated that we would in the future, therefore last 
year we crafted and implemented a Compendium prohibition on all ofthese activities except 
windsurfing/sailboarding. We have not had any comments, negative or positive, on this prohibition. 

v? 1.5 Closures and Public Use Limits 
(a) Consistent with applicable legislation and Federal administrative policies, and based upon a 
determination that such action is necessary for the maintenance of public health and safety, protection of 
environmental or scenic values, protection of natural or cultural resources, aid to scientific research, 
implementation of management responsibilities, equitable allocation and use offacilities, or the 
avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities, the superintendent may: 
(1) Establish, for all or a portion of a park area, a reasonable schedule of visiting hours, impose public 
use limits, or close all or a portion ofa park area to all public use or to a specific use or activity. 

Kitesurflng, kiteboarding, hang gliding, and parasailing (board riding while attached to 
wfnd-driven parachute-like objects or wing devices and/or towed by a vessel or vehicle) are 
prohibited. The closure is in effect on all park waters. 

Kitesurfing/boarding, hang gliding, and parasailing within the National Recreation Area has been 
deemed an inappropriate activity given safety concems and resource conflicts that the park is 
mandated to prevent. The reseryoir is a highly used public area with many recreational activities 
including swimming, fishing, camping, and boating. These activities have a long history of 
compatible use. Kitesurfing/boarding, and parasailing requires large open areas free of people, 
obstacles, and other activities. Accepted safety practices by kitesurfing/boarding and parasailing 
associations and groups advocate no kiteboard or parasailing use in swim areas and avoidance of 
obstacles. A kite or parasail being operated in the air has a reach of at least 100' and kite lines under 
tension can cut anything they touch like a razor. Hang gliding while attached to a vessel or vehicle is 
also prohibited due to the inherent safety risks associated with this activity and the dangers to others 
either in the towing vessel/vehicle or others nearby. A closure will ensure the; safety of park visitors 
and avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities. This closure does not Include 
sailboarding, >vhere a sail Is permanently affixed to the board. 

Bruce Malloy 
Chief Ranger 
Amistad National Recreation Area 
4121 Veterans Blvd. 
Del Rio, Texas 78840 
830-775-7492 ext. 213 

Randy Y Larson 

Randy Y Larson 

05/09/2006 12:39 PM 
CDT 

To: Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS 
cc: Bruce Malloy/AMIS/NPS@NPS, Dale Antonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, 

Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS, Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, 
Linden Schlenker/BICA/NPS@NPS, Mark Law/GLC/VNPS@NPS, 
Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS 

Subject: Re; Kite TubingD 
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We have not experienced Kite Tubing but the rage on the coastlines of the country over the last several 
years is Kiteboarding (also called Kitesurfing). Kiteboarders use smallish like surfboards with footstraps 
tethered by a 30 meter kevlar line to a parachute. With strong winds kiteboarders use the parachute sail 
to achieve surface speeds of 30 MPH and in doing so can actually "take off' and get airborne for brief 
periods. 

Our primary concern was a myriad of visitor safety conflicts. At 20-30 MPH a kevlar line could actually 
sever a limb or neck of a sunbather, swimmer, windsurfer, etc. Further compounding our issue is that 
PAIS is one of the top 5 windsurfing areas in the country. Windsurfing is embraced and managed by the 
park and fully compatible with our mission. However the two issues were not compatible together. 
Windsurfers generally sail perpendicular to the wind while kiteboarders travel parallel with the wind. What 
we were seeing was an "unguarded intersection" with the potential for a cross collision or "clothesline" at 
a combined speed of 35-50 MPH. A kevlar line across a body could be disastrous. 

We spent a lot of time debating the issue in the park and I met with two local outfitters in Corpus Christi 
who had the majority ofthe kiteboarding business. As I looked into accepted safety practices by 
kiteboarding associations and various kiteboarding group I found commonly accepted standards that 
advocated no kiteboard use in swim areas and avoidance of crowded beaches. In the end a closure was 
deemed necessary to ensure the safety of park visitors and avoid conflict with other visitor use activities. 

We talked over the applicability of 36 CFR 2.17 with the Solicitor, WASO, and others. We received mixed 
opinions on the applicability of 2.17, so in the end a compendium closure was crafted which prohibits 
Kiteboarding at PAIS. 

Surprisingly the closure has gone well. I think the safety issue was pretty obvious to everyone and it 
helped having many alternative sites outside the park for Kiteboarding. 

Hope this helps. 

Randy Larson 
Chief Ranger 
Padre Island National Seashore 
{361)949-8173x237 

Mike Mayer 

Mike Mayer 

05/08/2006 11:51 AM 
MST 

To: Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS, Dale Antonich/LAME/NPS@NPS. 
Bruce MalIoy/AMIS/NPS@NPS, Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS, 
Randy Y Larson/PAIS/NPS@NPS, Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS. 
Linden Schlenker/BICA/NPS@NPS, Mark Law/QLCA/NPS@NPS 

cc: 
Subject: Kite Tubing 

The next thing that will cause us trouble with injuries and deaths. Kite Tubing. Three weeks ago we had 
our first near fatality from this activity. If you haven't seen this you need to go to the web site. 
www.sportstuff.com. Its made by WEGO Kite Tube and in my estimation they won't be in business long. 

Our guy was 75' behind the boat, traveling 28 mph, and about 10-12 feet off the water. The kite tube 
inverted and plunged or rammed the water surface. Seems innocent enough, but 30mph forward speed + 
accelerated downward plunge = unconscious tuber with three broken ribs and punctured lung. He was 
pulled from the water, unconscious and face down (est, 45 sec.) by his party and taken to shore where we 
air lifted him. We have a history of folks that died from cliff jumping from 20-30 feet and routinely die 
fronfi 70+feet. 

It won't be long until someone figures out that if we put a 400 foot rope on the kite tube then it can get 50 

http://www.sportstuff.com
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feet in the air. 

I am just curious if any of you have experienced this yet? 

Mike Mayer 
Chief Ranger 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
office 928-608-6253 
ceil 928-640-0429 
928-608-6259 FAX Office 
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Kevin Schneider To: Kitty Roberts/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Nancie E Ames/GLGA/NPS@NPS, 
nR/nsypnnfi 1 n-OR AM ^^^^" Perkins/GLC/VNPS@NPS, Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Stan 
uwua/^uuD u.uo Hivi Burman/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Pat Quinn/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Hank 

Subject arizona daily sun: Kite tubing injuries on Lake Powell a worry 

From the Arizona Daily Sun, Flagstaff 

Kite tubing injuries 
By CYNDY COLE 

Sun Staff Reporter 

06/08/2006 

on Lake Powell a worry 

A large, disc-like inflatable tube that lets water recreationists 'take flight' on Lake Powell is also 
leading to emergency room trips. 

One product retailer is saying the new toy towed behind boats at Lake Powell lets riders "fly 
through the air like a bird... reaching incredible new heights!" 

After four injuries this summer in which riders were also flown to the hospital, the National Park 
Service is waming that the kite-like device is causing broken bones and comparing the new sport 
to cliff jumping, which is prohibited. 

The toys are round, iriflatable discs about 10 feet in diameter that are pulled behind boats. The 
rider lies flat on top of them as the boat gets going, then sometimes soars into the air at 
45-degree angle, half-standing on them, shifting the body weight back away from the boat with a 
yank. There are footholds and handles. 

It's like riding on top ofa big, inflatable disc. 

"The slightest movement by the user to upset the balance will cause it to tumble into the water," 
recreation area spokesman Kevin Schneider said. 

Videos on Web sites that sell the Kite Tube for about $600 show one rider hanging half-on, 
half-off, legs dangling. 

In other clips, riders appear to soar 10 or 20 feet above the water on the disc, which has a skull . 
and crossbones logo on the underside. 

Four people have been flown out of Glen Canyon National Recreation Area with injuries after 
riding Kite Tubes. 



6 - 1 6 - 0 6 ; 4 : 3 9 PM;G. L, C, A. D ISPACH ; 9 2 8 6 0 8 e 3 l 5 # 1 3 / . 3 1 

0606014HCC3604 Exhibit H 

"This is the first time we've actually seen them in Glen Canyon National Recreation Area," 
Schneider said. 

Friday, a 29-year-old man from St. George was about 35 or 40 feet in the air, being pulled at 35 
or 40 miles per hour when he fell. His neck was broken. He was fhe third person in his group that 
day to be hurt, though the other injuries in his group were considered minor. 

On Saturday, a 14-year-old girl form Texas fell firom the kite 10-15 feet and was knocked 
unconscious when she hit the water. 

"In some ways this is similar to cliff jumping, because you have a person falling into the water at 
a high distance and relatively high rate of speed," Schneider said. He added riders are not in 
control of how they hit the water. 

Cliff jumping was baimed across Lake Powell last year. The Park Service has made posters -
they can be found taped up in convenience stores near the lake ~ out of a video ofone man who 
jumped off a cliff and was never seen alive again. His friends were holding the video camera. 

The Park Service is allowing the new devices, buf is reviewing accidents as they happen. 

A ban on Kite Tubes would be within the park's authority, Schneider said. 

Cyndy Cole can be reached at ccole@azdailysun.com or at 913-8607. 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
928-608-6208 

mailto:ccole@azdailysun.com
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« World's largest kite flies in Tokyo 
321 kite-flyers held in a crackdown against metal-wire use » 

KiteTube!? 

Ads bv Gooooooale 

Wnqo Kifo Tube - In 
Stock 
Free Shipping and 
choice of Free Life 
Vast or Pump witti 
eacti order! 
www.BoalTube.com 

Overton's Water 
Sports 
Yourone stop shop for 
all your Marine and 
Watersports needs! 
wvvw.overtons.com 

Just reading the Toronto Kite Fliers mailing list today and someone posted a 
link to a bizanre "kite" that is towed behmd a boat, h's called the WEGO KITE 
TUBE produced by SPORTSSTUFF. 

So the idea is basically you convmce some fearless mdividual to climb on top of 
this inflated disk, tear down the lake at top speed and with some "control" the 
rider can launch the kite tube in the air and remam air borne. As long as you 
have enough speed, and you keep the right angle of attack you should be ok. 
(mildly insane but ok) 

Personally I don't think I would do it... there are a few spills in that video that 
look like they could have been a lot worse... you can check out the video here: 
Kite Tube Video. 

This entry was posted on Tuesday, February 28th, 2006 at 8:57 pm and is filed under General. You can follow any 
responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed, You can leave a response, or trackback from your own site. 

60 Responses to "Kite Tube!?" 

1. Al Says: 
March 3rd. 2006 at 4:33 pm 

The wego kite tube by sportsstuff is definitely going to be an interesting ride, living in 
minnesota, I have not been able to get on this tube yet (it was released in January and our lakes 
are froze, obviously). But I sell this tube at MN Boat Shows, and as such, I have personally 
watched this video a few himdred times. 

The WEGO will be a ver>' safe tube if used right, as you can see in the video that ifyou don't 
want to spill on the tube, you will not have to. The girl in the video stays at a constant 5-10 
feet off the water when she wants to. I personally can not wait to ride this tube. We are 
currenfly thinkmg about taking this tube in the locks, where there is open water right now, 

http://www.steadywinds,com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

http://www.BoalTube.com
http://www.steadywinds,com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/
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simply because I am so excited to ride it. And you will not have to go "top speed" the 
maximum recommended speed to pull this tube is 14-28 m.p.h, depending on the wind speed 
on your lake. 

2. Stephanie Says: 
IVLarch 6th. 2006 at 8:22 am 

That looks like a blast! You get one and I'll try it (§) 

3. jacic Says: 
March7th. 2006 at 11:51 am 

we live on a small lake that we ski and tube we were wondering if the tube can be tumed in 
air since our lake is only about 1/2 mile long plz reply jack 

4. J<9A^Says: 
March 9th. 2006 at 4:31pm 

Hello Jack, 

Go ahead and get one man its crazy. Speaking from riding the Kite tube it is speechless. A 1/2 
mile lake should be ok on the tums all you have to do is slow down and bring the rider down 
to the water and then tum. This not like a regular tube where it is rider versus boat driver. You 
have to watch the tube so if he gets to high you can gradually slow down to let him down out 
ofthe air. I have ridden mine like a regular deck tube and lower speeds and wind condhions 
and it performs awsome. Gomg on a whip the all sudden it catches a litte ah then off to riding 
it like a deck tube again. My friends have gotten 3o to 40 feet in the air on this thing. One 
friend only want to go 5 feet in the air so we watched him in the reer view mirrow ofthe boat 
to make sure he didn't get to high. In stimmary i would say to get man you can always go to a 
bigger lake to for long runs. But short lake it will work. I remember we practiced like 10 rides 
and we were able to do a gradual tum not hke a whip but gradual in the air. Going against the 
wind is key when going with the wind you don't get as high but thats ok we just ride like a 
huge deck tube with occassional ups and dows of 1 foot or so. SO GET MAN AND TELL 
YOUR FRIENDS! Oh ya there is a instmctional video and riding vidoe at there website. 
www.SPORTSSTUFF.COM 

HOPE THAT HELPS POST YOUR COMMENTS IF YOU GET ONE OR ANYMORE 
QUESTIONS! 

5. Chris Says: 
April 8th, 2006 at 9:43 am 

Just bought a new Malibu V-Drive, traded in my 2005 Supra inboard for a larger, faster, v-
drive with a tower. Can't wait to try this out!! Is it any more difficult for the driver to control 
the boat with the tube in the air? And have you ever tried hooking it up on the Tower to get 
more height? Let me know. 

Thanks! 

Chris 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

http://www.SPORTSSTUFF.COM
http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/
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6. marc Says: 
April 18th. 2006 at 3:16 pm 

Hey Chris 

I had the same idea about hooking it up to the tower, 3 out 5 guys landed in the ER that night, 
The air we caught was unreal. Approx 40ft on a 65ft line. It was cool but insane all at the same 
time. Ifyou do hook h their be prepared for a rough fall. Good Luck 

Marc 

7. Cecil Says: 
April 19th. 2006 at 4:55 pm 

Does anyone know what will happen ifl hook it up to my pylon with a 100ft. barefoot line? I 
was thinking about miming 40mph into a 20mph head wind. How tight would that be? 

8. still recovering Says: 
April 20th. 2006 at 12:53 am 

Using a 100 foot line or tieing to the tower is just stupid. I did a nose dive at 10' and ended up 

in the er. If someone does that at 40' or 75' their dead. 

9. adog Says: 
April 23rd. 2006 at 3:05 am 

we used the 65 ft cord and to the tower on a ski nautique 210 air and got AT LEAST 50 ft 
before he fell on his neck... .knocked him out but us Texas boys dont go to the ER till there are 
limbs hanging off..... 

10. Steve Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 1:06 am 

All the videos i have seen have people on the wego kite mbe that are about ISOlbs, will this 
tube fly with lets say a 2001b fat boy.... loi 

11. DRaley Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 9:38 am 

I road one last weekend. I could NOT control the height or dipping from side to side (think 
real kite) If I had not had on a professionally ski jacket I would have been ER. 1 am wearing a 
6 inch wide bruise from the bottom of my jacket to my knee. 

12. areamike Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 10:16pm 

I put a video on our Family website of us riding this Kite Tube for the first time this last 
weekend. 
(click on Kite tubing Video) 
http://www.fauxpas.org/modules/xoopsgallery/view_album.php?set_albumName=album44 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

http://www.fauxpas.org/modules/xoopsgallery/view_album.php?set_albumName=album44
http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/
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The last wipeout in the video is insane. ..use at your OWT̂ I risk is an unserstatement. This thing 
can be a peat ride as long as you have a GOOD boat driver and STEADY headwinds. Do not 
use in Wind gusts! 

13. Cody Says: 
April 27th. 2006 at 2:44 am 

AAAAjĵ l̂ looked like a nasty spill. How was he afterwards? 

For anybody interested in purchasing this tube, I woidd recommend checking out this one... 
http://www.sevylor.com/towables.htnil 

I rode it last weekend and I was high flying just like on the video in about 15 minutes. 

14. bdog Says; 
April 28th. 2006 at 12:43 am 

A collapsed lung and a broken wrist are pretty serious—BUT at least all of us were tough 
enough to stay conscious. 

15. Meagan Says: 
May2nd. 2006 at 11:10am 

1 watched a friend of mine die when he fell off ofthe wego kite mbe, it was the most awful 
thing I will ever expierence. He broke his neck when he hit the water. Please, please don't use 
this mbe!! 

16. greg Says: 
May 4th. 2006 at 9:39 pm 

Anyone riding this thing should check this out. 
http://www.kfdml.com/engine.pl?station=kfdm&id=14598&templatc=breakoutlocal.html 

17. Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube Claims Life Says: 
Mav 4th. 2006 at 11:17 pm 

[...] A link to this story was posted as a comment to an earlier post I made about the Kite 
Tube. Based on this story and a number ofthe comments to the last kite tube post it's not safe! 
Please don't take your life into your own hands with one ofthese. The constantly changing 
angle-of-attack, combined with weight shifts from the rider and the lack of drag make this an 
extremely unpredictable "kite". [...] 

18. joe Says: 
May 9th. 2006 at 9:40 am 

I can;t belive the comments that i'm reading about. 
i'm realy freaking out. 
my friend bought one and we flwe it this Sunday and he had a nasty spill whent the thing 
whent up and flipped over becuase ofthe wind that threw him off and he's def in one ear for 4 
weeks becuase he broke his eardrum when it smacked him down onto the water surface fter 
going 29 feet high © :( 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

http://www.sevylor.com/towables.htnil
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we;re planning on doin it again> 
big tip: DON NOT USE IN HEAVY WINDS OR GUSTS, HAVE AN EXPERIENCED 
BOAT DRIVER. 

19. Brian Says: 

May nth. 2006 at 11:08 pm 

Meagan, please email me at briarunazzola@,gt.rr.com. Thank you. 

20. SCOTT Says: 
Mav 15th. 2006 at 2:22 pm 
I bought 1 last week we have come close to getting it flying how fast are you going to get it to 
fly 

21. w///Says: 

May 15th. 2006 at 7:32 pm 

Does anyone know which kite tube is steadier the Manta or the WEGO KITE TUBE? 

22. Chris... Says: 
May 16th. 2006 at 3:39 pm 

I bought one ofthese last week and I have ridden it approx. 7-8 times now and getting pretty 
good with it. Yesterday I flew about 20' or so probobly 5-6 different times with good control, 
it was really steady going up and coming down, when I was first using it, it come down 
sideways a few times but I just held on and it corrected itself Now on the other hand, a friend 
of mine was on it yesterday also and a gust ofwind caught him and he quickly soared to about 
30' and got out of balance and flipped it and fell 30' at 30mph and he thought he broke his arm, 
although he didn't and he is alright. I honestly love this thing and think its a blast but after 
yesterday I dop't thmk I'm going to let my friends get on it unless they sign a release form or 
something and I will probobly only let like me and my brothers on it anymore. It can be 
dangerous but everything that really gets your adrenaline pumpmg is a little dangerous, 1 
suggest just doing like the manual and video says and starting with the 45' rope for 12 times 

then the 55' rope for 24 times until you get used to it then the 65'.,Good luck and stay 
balanced. 

23. Steve Says: 

May 17th. 2006 at 7:55 am 

scott, 

i have had mine for 2 weeks, flying it great! we were only doing about 27mph or 30. into a 10 
to 15 wind 
what is your email and i will send you some pics. 

24. Steve Says: 
May 17th. 2006 at 7:58 am 

correction on the speed only going 20 to 25mph 

http://www.steadywinds.coni/archives/2006/02/28/kite-ttibe/ 6/14/2006 
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25. SCOrr Says: 
May 17th. 2006 at 2:22 pm 

We have tried 25-35 mph we can but the winds were no more that about lOmh my e-mail is 
maxie56l2@yahoo.com pics would be appreciated. 

26. Chris Says: 
May 19th. 2006 at 10:27 am 

My friend purchased the wego and we took it out, it was really fim at first, but then I was 
ridmg it and for no reason it took off about 40-50 feet in the air and went out of control and 
slammed me down hard onto the water. Now I am an avid wakeboarder, tube rider, thrill 
seeker, but this thing is going to kill someone! I recentely read that it did acmally kill some 
one. Well we decided to try it again the next day and my friend was on h and it did the same 
thing to him went about 30 feet up then took a hard nose dive right to the water it wrapped him 
up in the tube and slammed him so hard it tore his ael in his knee and broke 2 ribs. This mbe is 
a great idea but they need to redesign it. Ihey had better watch out or as sue happy as this 
world is there will be a major lawsuit against them. 

27. Steve Says: 
May 21st. 2006 at 9:12 pm 

Chris, 
we have been getting some serious air on the tube also. One of my buddies stayed up for 35 
seconds( our longest ride ofthe day), he was @ lOtolS feet on this ride, i can relate to the nose 
dive, were you guys in cross winds or calm day? 

28. Taylor Says: 
May 21st. 2006 at 10:20 pm 

I just bought one ofthese today and I will say it is alot of fim, but this thing can get out of 
confrol. As a former member ofthe Coast Guard I guess I should know better but I was pulling 
my friend and decided to push the envelope and I sent him into orbit, probably about 40'. My 
natural reaction was to pull back on the throttle, well that was the wrong thing to do becuse he 
came barreling down into the water and messed his knee up bad. Anyway we are going to keep 
using it, but we are going to be alot more careful. 

29. Taylor Says: 
Mav 22nd. 20Q6 at 3:55 pm 

Quick note 1 have ultimafly decided to sell this thing, I don't want to be responsible for killmg 
a friend. 1 now think this thing is much to dangerous. I saw somewhere earlier that there are 
some guys fix)m Texas. Just to let you know that a buddy of mine is a game warden here in 
Texas and this thing will be ILLEGAL to use buy the end ofthis summer, he assures me. So I 
guess ifyou are in Texas I would start thinking about selling as soon as you can because you 
won't be able to sell them after that. 

30. FTC924 Says: 
May 23rd. 2006 at 12:54 pm 

My friends and I had this monster out yesterday here in Illinois. We are all over 200 lbs and in 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-mbe/ 6/14/2006 
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good shape and thought this thing would be easy. We hooked it to the back of our wave-runner 
and began at 45'. We were able to hop across the water but the mbe was defmitely unsteady 
and would throw us off without notice like we were rag dolls. Towards the end of our first run 
we were able to get the mbe to around 5 foot above the water for a few seconds at a time. The 
last run at 45' (before we were going to extend the rope to 55') I was at 5-8 foot above the 
water and the tube decided it was done and tumed over and face-planted me into the water. I 
thought my j aw was broke. 

Since my jaw was not broke, we went to 55' and began to get this thing to 10 feet. However, 
not matter what we did, if we hit a gust of wind or a cross wind, the mbe would twist and tum 
and thow us off All this time we were keeping the MPH's around 30-35 because we wanted to 
leam first. Then one my friends signaled to go faster so we upped the speed to 40 MPH and up 
he went to approx 15 feet. He seemed to have major problems keeping the mbe steady at that 
height and speed and right before (and 1 mean right before) the tube decided to tum over and 
nose dive to the water, he jumped off and landed on his feet. We all think we was lucky. 

We finally decided to try the 65' foot length and 1 am man enough to say that we were not 
ready (or "I" was not ready). I was the first to try it and wanted to increase the speed to 40-45. 
During my nm, I was easily flying 10-15 feet in the air and it seemed to me that I was getting 
the hang of it. But then I caught a huge gust ofwind that took me to 30 feet in the air instantly 
and then, even faster, it tumed to the left and then whipped to the right and threw me off into 
the water and I landed right on my back. It knocked the @'̂ %!$@ out of me and I could hardly 
breathe for a good 5-7 minutes. I thought my neck and back were shattered. I have not gone to 
the doctor yet but I have eaten two bottles of aspirin since yesterday. It does disturb me that I 
landed exactiy how that 33 year old guy landed in Texas that was killed. AND HE WAS 
ONLY AT 15 FEET. I was double that. 

Anyways, we do many exfreme sports but are always m confrol and we can always push the 
sport to our abilities. One thing I know for sure, you caimot see the wdnd nor can you control it 
and while on the Wego Kite Tube it is hard to control it as well. One thing I notice in the 
manual you get with the mbe, it states that the weight limit ofthe tube is 2001bs but it seems to 
me that the lighter the person is, the more unconfrollable the tube wiU be since it is 10 feet 
wide. I thought the weight limit was 200 lbs because the tube would not get off the water at 
weights above 200. WRONG!!!! In fact, at the end ofthe day yesterday we decided to put two 
guys on the mbe and ride it like a conventional tube whippmg them in figure-8's and smff like 
that. This is 425 lbs on this monster and as I whipped them around the first circle, they GOT 
AIR and were 2-3 feet over the water!!!!! 

I am calling Sportsstuff today for answers to my questions and will advise as to what they say. 

Does anyone have experience on the Manfra flying mbe? It is easier to confrol when flymg? I 
have watched the video and it does seem easier but then again it was being ridden by a 
professional. Someone please advise. 

31. Cody Says: 
May 24th. 2006 at 9:48 am 

The Manta is much safer than the WEGO, it has rope handles that you hold onto so that you 
can suck the wings in to steady it out, and fly for a few minutes at at time. I knew the WEGO 
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was gonna be bad news from the beginning. Now I won't even be able to do my favorite thing 
come to the end ofthe summer. 

32. JJSays: 
May 25th. 2006 at 3:27 pm 

We just got our Wego and it is AWESOME! I was a bit nervous the 1 st time out, but now I 
can't get enough. Ifyou and the boat driver/spotter take the time to watch the instmctional 
DVD, read the manual and actaally use as directed it's a great ride! It takes getting use to and I 
recommend starting with the shortest ofthe ropes until you get comfortable with it, but we 
have had no problems towing at aroimd 25-27 MPH. I can see how it would be dangerous if 
not used properly, but you can say that about anything. Common sense-it says right on the 
tube, only kite as high as your willing to fall. I give it two thumbs up!!! 

33. Shellie Says: 
May 26th. 2006 at .11:21 pm 

Wrap me in bubble wrap and give me a helmet, I'll try it! 

34. Michael Laninga Says: 
May 27th. 2006 at 11:44 am 

My son (18 years old) had a nasty crash on a Wego Kite Tube May 25th. He suffered a broken 
back and three broken bones in his left foot. He will be in a back brace for 6 - 8 weeks and 
require surgury on his foot. He missed his High School graduation and all night party too. 
Worse he has lost his summer employment at a youth camp. This is a very dangerous toy. 

35. James Says; 
May 28th. 2006 at 11:00 am 

Hi, i am thinking about getting a wego, but am wondering if our boat can handle it, its a 79 
doral 6cyl mercruzer I65h, can someone tell me if this is sufficiant, to pull this crazy thing, 
thanks James. 

36. Ul ripper Says; 
May 29th. 2006 at 10:54 am 

my name is hi ripper and i just got back from the hospital last night from crashing down off 
the kite tube we had it hooked up to the tower in out boat not a good idea..i dont really rember 
what happened b/c i suffered from arrmiesa but i was told i feell from 20 feet in the air and 
became uncounsious i recomend not getting one!!!!! 

37. Chris Says: 
Mav30th. 2006 at 11:28 am 

I wrote earlier and told ya'll about my buddy that fell from about 30' weU he's getting better 
with a little shoulder pain still but wiU be ok. I had this thmg out again this weekend and I 
have to say that I personally am getting pretty good with it, I can fly it about 15'-20' very 
smoothly and bring it back down no problem, I do have to say though that I ride motorcycles 
alot and do have pretty good balance, which I believe is the key to the kite tabe. I am still the 
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only person that has been on my kite tabe who has not flipped off at some point. I love it and 
can't get enough. If the wind isn't blowing very much I'll get my wife to drop the throttle all 
the way down to about 40mph so that I can get more air but if the wind is blowing pretty good 
or it is gusting then 25 works really well, I can get 15' with the 45' or the 65' rope easily. But I 
can see were a cross wind could throw you off course and put it out of control ifyou didn't 
expect it, so I suggest staying balanced and expect the worst and hope for the best when flying 
high but I have had no problems at all. Oh and 165HP should pull it fme, I have a 19'Chaparral 
with 190HP and it has no problems at all pulling it. Just be careful using the kite tube and 
follow ALL of the instructions or ride at your own risk. 

38. Derek Says: 
May 30th. 2006 at 2:41 pm 

Ive taken hard/high(30') falls and next time im wearing a protec helmet and neck brace... 
maybe even a mouth piece, just dont use it in high winds,cross winds, use alot of air in the tabe 
and alot of balance when your up there, also pull into the wind as sfraight on as you can 

39. James Says: 

May 31st. 2006 at 12:35 am 

hi,thanks chris ,i will ride carefully, cheers James 

40. jason Says; 
May 31st 2006 at 8:52 am 
Had my first experience this past Memorial day. Chris is dead on with the wind situation. It 
was pretty windy that day. The kite goes up very well, but ifyou have some wind gusts, no 
amount of balance is going to help you. It is like trying to fly an airplane with one wing, it 
started fhe side to side shaking very violenfly and I came off of it at about 25'. Needless to say, 
the water feels like concrete when you hit it at that height and movmg at about 35mph. On a 
good ligt wind day, you should be able to fly it with some nifty balancing. Even though it hurt 
when I fell, i wiU get back on h again. A glutton for punishment i quess!! 

41. Steve Says; 
May 31st. 2006 at 5:41 pm 

O.K. guys here is our story... memorial day weekend, friend of ours was riding the kite tube 
on the 65 ft line, was flying great! at @15 to 20' all ofa sudden he went to 40' in a split 
second, he had excellent confrol ofthis thing, he got a bit nervous and couldnt figure how to 
get it down lower, we backed of throttle a bit and tube went sideways and threw him off 
unfortunally he suffered a compressed vertabrae. i have posted here before and wanted to see if 
you guys could control the up and down on this thing, the fall he took was not really from the 
40ft because he was comming back down when we throttled back, the side ofthe tube actually 
hit the water first and then slung him off. we have been very carefull when flying this thing, 
we all will stiU ride, i really believe this is the most exfreme water sport out there. 

42. Steve Says: 
May 31st 2006 at 5:45 pm 
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Hey chris send me some pics!!!! ste ve wbarco(g),aol .com 

43. Steve Says: 
May 31st 2006 at 5:54 pm 

FTC, 

let me know when you talk to sportsstuff im interested in what they have to say 
thanks 

44. Chris Says: 
June 1st 2006 at 4:13 pm 

Steve, 
Not saying it was the boat drivers fault in this case but I've been thinking about this same 
situation and this is what I have come up with. If he was flying it great at 20' then the only 
thing that shot him up further was a gust ofwind unless someone was playing around too 
much and dropped the throttle to send him up higher. I think if the driver would have remained 
steady on the throttle that just as soon as that gust ofwind settled down then he would have 
come down as well. I have experienced this and just remained balanced and it would come 
back down after a few seconds or so. But another thing I've been thinking about is this.. .if 
someone is 40' in the air on a 65' rope then that only leaves about 50' horizontel distance from 
the kite mbe to the boat and at 30mph you cover approx. 44' per second so if the boat driver 
panics and drops the throttle all the way down and the boat stops it wouldn't take much for the 
kite mbe to drift over the boat and drop the rider into the boat, which could mean serious 
injury or death. If my math is off I am sorry but this COULD I believe happen, someone please 
correct me if I am wrong. But like in your case you said the kite tabe was already decending 
then you backed off the throttle, so in a sense you backing off the throttle caused the kite tabe 
to lose any lift from underneath that it might have had to bring it down smoothly which caused 
it to flip sideways and down into the water. I really hope your friend gets better and I have sent 
you a few pics buf I still have to get some better ones. 

45. Chris Says: 
June 1st 2006 at 4:22 pm 

Ohh I forgot to tell you guys that I rode the kite tube backwards this past weekend for a few 
seconds, I just sh down and grabbed the handles and it went up maybe 4' off the water.. .feh 
kmda wierd and I didn't have much confrol and didn't want to break my record of no falls so I 
turned back around but my brothers were fripping out. It was a nice view though.. .you could 
actually see very well just how high you really was. 

46. peter pond Says: 
June 2nd. 2006 at 8:33 am 

used the kite tabe for 1st time last weekend,everything was great tfl i shot to 30' instantly,the 
tube started getting very unstable up there,so i bailed,hit the water so hard it ripped my shorts 
in two,rested on the beach for 20 minutes.tried agian,same thing ,back up to 30',came crashing 
down,i don't think my body can handle a 3rd violent impact,and everyone else is to scared to 
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use the tabe because they might get shot to 30'+.so my question is if we go shorter than 45' on 
die tow line,to say 25' will this eliminate the tiireat of gomg to high,but still allow for some lift 
off the water,and being a safe distance from the prop????? 

47. Chris Says: 
June 2nd. 2006 at 11:35 am . • 

Man just my opinion, 25' might be a little too short, it might be difficult starting off with the 
washout from the inside ofthe wake being so close, I would think it would try and submarine 
really bad, I would try 35' or even 40' first, but ifyou called sportsstaff they might have a 
better answer for you from the safety end, I don't think the prop would be an issue though. 
Something to keep in mind for next time, I know you can't see the wind or anything but ifyou 
shoot up to 30' really quick then it may be gusting too bad to fly it for that day, I think the 
DVD that comes whh it says something about it. 

48. HeyTone Says: 
June 3rd. 2006 at 1:08 am 

My brother recently went to 65' rope, and he got it on video. His friends are absolutely nuts 
and some ofthe wipe outs are downright violent. There's two videos at the foUowing link if 
you want to check it out. 

HeyTone.com movies 

49. Duane H. Says: 
June 6th. 2006 at 3:33 pm . 

We saw this video at Bass Pro Shops and went out and bought it. We staited out at 65 feet of 
rope at approx. 35 MPH. My friend Kevin was doing great for the first 5 minutes and we were 
amazed at the hieght we were getting. The next thing we knew he shot up high in the air and 
was slammed down on his right side at fijJl speed. He was knocked unconcious and had to be 
pulled from the water with rescue breaths given to revive him. We took it back the next day. 

50. MarkSays: 
June 7th. 2006 at 8:28 am 

1 wish we had the problem of getting to high on the Wego Kite Tube. We cannot get the tube 
off the water. The area just below the recessed foot holds is always touching the water. The 
first weekend the tabe was under inflated, because we had no foot pump, that explained that. 
The second weekend we had it fully inflated, 150-160 pound rider, 10 mile hour head wind, 
and still could not get the tabe into the air. The riders have all watched fhe video. We used 
both the 65' and 55' foot lengths and have tried speeds up to 30 miles on hour. We have 23' -
250 horse 1/0 - deck boat, with the tow rope attachment about 2/3 of the way up the transom. 
Any suggestions would be greatiy apprecaited. Thanks 

51. Steve Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:44 am 
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Mark, 

Keep riding, it will take a few fries to get accustomed to. you should let the tube do all the 
work, we struggled with this, we were trying to really yank on the handle to make it fly. that is 
the wrong thing to do. just graddually pull back and the wind should do the rest, make sure the 
tabe is properly inflated very important!!!! be patient, this thing will soar, i have posted here 
before., and PLEASE BE CAREFUL!!!!!!! 
we usually run anywhere between 28 to 32mph depending on the wind, there should be no 
problem getting a 150 tO 1601b guy or girl up. send me you email i will send you some pics 

52. Michael Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at II :09 pm 

We tried this last weekend. It was a blast. Started with the rope at 65 feet behind a Seadoo. 
Had a little trouble with confrol at first but once we figured out to go dfrectly into the wdnd it 
was fine, Ifyou get out of confrol just sit down and the tube will go back down to the water. 
Even my almost 50 year old mom had a blast. 

53. Calestie Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:19 pm 

Our family bought the wego kite tube. We all sat down together and watched the instructional 
video twice!! We are all experienced baoters and have been boatmg for years. My husband 
crashed hard on the tabe. He was coughing up blood and had to be Hfeflighted to closest 
hospital. Has broken ribs, bruised, and abdominal problems. This tube is NOT SAFE!!!!! We 
followed instmctions exactiy. It is totally unpredictable. DO NOT BUY IT!!!!! 

54. RodSays: 
June 8th. 2006 at 4:06 pm 

We bought a Wego Kite Tube, tried it for a couple weekends, and retumed it this week. It can 
be very dangerous! Please be sure it is properly inflated, do not use in imsteady winds, and the 
boat driver should never let the tabe get more than 5 feet off the water. The kite can easily soar 
to 25-30 feet, and dump you off hard. We are experienced boaters and tabers, and think this 
tabe will eventually do the same thing to anyone who uses it. It can be a lot of fim, till 
someone gets hurt. The last time we used the tabe, the rider hit the water and was 
unconscience for about 10 seconds. We experienced a moderate concussion, bruised ribs, 
coughing up blood, and severe headaches in the short time we used it. Definately not worth the 
risks!! 

55. DavidSays: 
June9th. 2006 at 11:24 am 

I just found this site while looking for information about the Wego Kite Tube after a 17 year-
old in Winter Haven, Florida sustained a life-threatening injury while using this product. The 
young man is an experienced wake-boarder who was preparing for the professional circuit (the 
boat driver was also experienced). This young man sustained a 30-40 foot fall when a sudden 
gust ofwind lifted the tabe from 10 feet to that height and then flipped him over. He sustained 
a dissection ofthe aorta and has survived only because of prompt emergency care and 6-hoiu-
surgery in Tampa. 
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This product may provide "thrills," but so does Russicin roulette, which is what you are playing 
every time you take a ride on this kite tube. This young man was not an inexperienced "hot 
dog"; he was athletic and experienced. This product should be taken off the market!!! 
Wamings on the tube or on "instmctional videos" are not a defense for the continued sale of 
this product. 

For those of you considering purchase and/or use ofthis kite tube, PLEASE review the many 
internet postings available. Ifyou still decide to use it make sure you have major medical 
coverage and fimeral arrangements. 

56. Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » More Kite Tube Problems... Says: 
June 9th. 2006 at 12:06 pm 

[...] BCite Tube!? WOWT i Kite Tubing Writes [...] 

57. Troy Says: 
June 10th. 2006 at 2:46 am 

I have been a boater for many years, my family and I love to tube. 
When I first saw the Wego Kite Tube (overtons J believe) I had to have one. After 1 frip to the 
lake and some fomm searching, I am putting my tabe on ebay. This tabe has the potential of 
hurting many people, and the one ultimately responsible will be the boat driver, litis tube will 
go from skimming the top ofthe water to 20 feet in a blink of an eye. Now this wouldnt be so 
bad at 15 or so mph. 1 had a 190 pounder at over 40 mph before the tube would lift in a low 
wind situation. Falling off at 40 mph would not be fim. 
I encourage anyone to watch the videos posted on this site before purchasing a kite tube. Look 
at how violent the crashes are. Think ofthe liability involved if someone gets injured behind 
your boat, or worse. Friends are friends until they are layed up, unable to work, bills are piling 
up lawsuit to follow. 

58. Cader Says: 
June 12th. 2006 at 12:31 pm 

I got on one this weekend and I have to say this is sweet! 
My brother-in-law took about a 10' spfll on his head and got a headache but he has has much 
worse on his air chair. Granted we were out on a pretty windy day and we shouldn't have been 
on the first time out. 

I keep reading about people getting hurt on this but a lot of them are starting out with the 65' 
length rope and / or putting ft on a ski tower, BOTH of which the mstmctions say NOT to 
do!!! 

There is a post about a 100' rope on a tower; 
still recovering Says; 
April 20tii, 2006 at 12:53 am 
Using a 100 foot line or tieing to the tower is just stupid. I did a nose dive at 10' and ended up 

in the er. If someone does that at 40' or 75' their dead. 

Not to sound callus but what do you expect? When you don't follow dfrections you get hurt -
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59. John Stabler Savs; 
June 13th. 2006 at 5:19 pm 

I'm all for safe water sports.. You should stick within your limits. You need a driver and 
spotter who know what they're doing. Whh practice you wiU control the Wego and not the 
other way round. But you need to take it slowly and identify unsuitable conditions. Wear 
appropriate safety gear and ifyou drive/own the boat you should be insured. 
Personally I like the Wego and it can be alot of fun when used properly. Sure, I've fallen off a 
few times (sometimes spectacularly) but never from a height to cause major damage. You 
should not be flying it at more than 15'. The thing says on it "Don't fly higher than you're 
willing to fall". If it's going too high for you then there is something wrong and you shouldn't 
be using it. 

Dopes on Ropes - Water Skiing and Kite Tubing 

60. admin Says: 
June 13th. 2006 at 8:20 pm 

John, 

From a kite point of view it is not stable, so I am not sure how it can be used safely at all. A 
flat kite needs drag to fly and keep it pointed into the wind. On a flat kite this usually done 
using some sort of tail or drogue shoot. What I see in the videos etc is the kite starts to cobra, 
this is when the kite starts to oscilate back and forth and sort of looks like a snake dancing. 
This is where you get into frouble... if it sways too much one side ofthe kite will catch a little 
more wind and keep going and dump the rider and the kite will crash, usually in a nose dive. 

justmy 2 cents.. 

-Bill 

Leave a Reply 
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Mail (will not be published) (required) 
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"Ray Tsuneyoshi" To: <KBergersen@azgfd.gov>, <anelson@npgcabie.com>, 
<RTSUNEYOSHI@dbw. <michael_mcginnis@nps.gov>, <firstaid@citlink.net>, 
ca.gov> <doug,schuster@co.mohave,a2,us>, <awirtz@fs,fed,us>, 

cc: <EHuntsman@a2gfd.g0v>, <fmessman@ndow.org>, 
06/12/2006 11:02 AIVI <CWall@azgfd.gov=>. <JSacco@azgfd.gov> 
MST Subject: Re: Kite Tubes 

What is kind of weird coincidence is that I was just in flight fr om Tennessee to Sacramento, reading the "Sky Mall 
" magazine. The ad for the "Sky Kite " pops up just as th pilot announces that we are flying over Lake Powell. Just 
from the photo's it looks like there is a potential for instability and no protection for the occupant. 
RayT 

Original Message 
From: Kevin Bergersen <KBergersen@azgfd.gov> 
To: aneIson@npgcable.com <anelson@npgcable.com>; michael_mcginnis@nps.gov 
<michael_mcgtnnis@nps.gov>; firstaid@citlink.net <firstaid@citlink.net>; doug.schuster@co.mohave.az.us 
<doug.schuster@co.mohave.az.us>; awirtz@fs.fed.us <awirtz@fs.fed.us>; D_Toporek@MCSO.maricopa.gov 
<D_Toporek@MCSO.maricopa.gov>; mary_hinson@nps.gov <mary_hinson@nps.gov>; 
darren.simmons@co.yuina.az.us<darren.simmons@co.yuma.az.us>; jcooley@fs.fed.us<jcooley@fs.fed.us>; 
gpeaslee@pr.state,az.us <gpeaslee@pr.state.az.us>; dale_enlow@fws.gov <dale_enlow@fws.gov>; 
michael_dodson@blm,gov <michael_dodson@bIm.gov>; jim_hoIland@nps.gov <jiin_holland@nps.gov>; 
IrvineG@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us<IrvineG@ci.lake-havasu-city.az,us>; azfoot@yahoo.com 
<azfoot@yahoo.com>; rknotts@pr.state.az.us <rknotts@pr.state.az.us>; atafoya@cybertrails.coni 
<atafoya@cybertrails.com>; tlister@fs.fed.us <llister@fs.fed.us>; Mark_Law@nps.gov <Mark_Law@nps.gov>; 
steve_luckesen@nps.gov <steve_luckesen@nps.gov>; revans@pr.state.az.us <revans@pr.state.az.us>; 
tim.sonier@co.mohave.az.us<tim.sonier@co.mohave.az.us>; Chris_Pergiel@nps.gov <Chris_Pergiel@nps.gov>; 
randy.johnson@co.mohave.az.us<randy.johnson@co.mohave.az.us>; bpendley@pr.state.az.us 
<bpendley@pr.state.az.us>; Rick_Bennett@nps.gov <Rick_Bennett@nps.gov>; ron.voss@co.yiima.az.us 
<ron.voss@co.yuma.az.us>; Kerry_Haut@nps.gov <Kerry_Haut@nps.gov>; dirk_raurphy@nps.gov 
<dirk_murphy@nps.gov>; mark_pita@nps.gov <mark_pita@nps.gov>; cdigerolanio@bullheadschools.com 
<cdigerolamo@bullheadschools.com>; randd@redrivernet.com <randd@rediivernet.com>; 
PNewman@dl 1,uscg.mil <PNewman@dl l.uscg.mil>; SlomaR@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us 
<SlomaR@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us>; binaddox@sbcsd.org <bmaddox@sbcsd.org>; cbrooks@pr.state.az.us 
<cbrooks@pr.state.az.us>; baxlurd@coconino.az.gov <baxlund@coconino.az.gov> 
CC: Ray Tsuneyoshi; Ed Huntsman <EHuntsman@azgfd,gov>; Fred Messman <fniessman@ndow.org>; Cindy 
Wall <CWall@azgfd.gov>; Joe Sacco <JSacco@azgfd.gov> 
Sent; Mon Jun 12 08:49:44 2006 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

FYI - There's a new water "toy" out there and many of have already had to pick up the pieces, so a few of you 
already know that we've already input one Arizona boat accident report on these "tube kites" unfortunatley I 
expect more. 

Kevin 

Original Message-—-
From: Robert Baron fmailto:erfpmd!@.cox.net1 
Sent Fri 6/9/2006 10:47 PM 
To: Kevin Bergersen; Howard Munding 
Cc;. 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

I wonder ifyou have seen any injuries from this device on Phoenix area lakes? Watch out for them. They can 
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be very traumatic. 

Bob Baron 

From: Luckesen |"mailto:Luckesen@hughes.net] 
Sent Friday, June 09,2006 8:59 AM 
To: Kiko Augusto Villalon; Dr. RobeiJt Baron; Richard Blackman; Bill Furbee; Jennifer Killeen; emy kuncl; 

Jim Leach; Fred Messmann; Joe and Nancy; Rngrram@aol.com; Todd Schwede; Ted Woolley 
Subject Kite Tubes 

In tlie past three weeks we have had to Airvac four serious injured people from Lake Powell that were engaged 
in a new water activity called Kite Tubing. This activity involves a large round inflated tube that is towed behind a 
boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air to a height of 15 to 60 feet. Controlling 
a kite tube is extremely challenging and the slightest upset in its balance cause the tub to dive down into the water at 
a high rate of speed. The individual on these tubes impacted the water at both the forward tow speed ofthe vessel 
and then at the downward accelerated speed, which can be as high as 70 MPH. As a medic I have responded to three 
ofthese calls in a one week period and my Kite Tubing patients all had to be Airvac to Level I Trauma Centers, A 
29-year-old male who suffered a broken neck (double Fx of C-2) and a 26-year-old male with a hemopneumothorax 
produced by broken ribs. My third patient a 14.-year old female suffered a whiplash injury and was released from 
the hosipital. Several weeks' earlier another Medic had a similar case at Lake Powell involving a young man with a 
severely punctured lung. Several local hospitals have reported recently seeing Kite Tube patients with simular 
injuries from people that have self transported to their facilities. Taking with other water enforcement agencies they 
are seeing Kite Tubing injuries and I have heard ofone fatality in Texas. This death was due to a transected aortic 
commonly seen in deceleration auto and airplane type accidents. Interviews with friends and family members of 
patients have shown a disturbing trend with this use. In all cases at Glen Canyon NRA, multiple minor Kite Tubing 
injuries occurred with other members ofthe boating party prior to the incidents that required advanced life support. 
All victims stated they were using the kite tubes as directed when they suddenly lifted to dangerous heights, became 
unstable, and plunged up side down into the water. Friends ofthe victims that did not immediately report their 
injuries advised that they had coughing up blood, had torn muscles, whiplash type injuries and broken ribs. 

Go to the following Intemet link and then click on the video section in the upper right hand corner. These clip 
show graphically what can happen with these devices. 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id='16192@kutv.davport,com < 
http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=l 6192@,kutv.davportcom> 

httD://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16155@kutv.davportcom < 
http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=l 6155@kutv.davportcom> 

http://ww\v,break,com/index/tubingtakeoff,htinl 

Glen Canyon is considering banding these device from boating activides on Lake Powell and Dr. Baron has 
also taken an active role in banding these devices, 

Steve 
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Photo #1: Product as seen on manufactarer's website 
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Contact List: 

Mark Law, Law Enforcement Specialist 
National Park Service 
US, Department ofthe Interior 
P,0, Box 1507 
Page, AZ 86040 
(928) 608-6252—P 
(928) 608-6259—F 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 

Sportsstaff, Inc, (product manufactarer—Wego) 
1-888-814-8833—P 
www, sportsstuff com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 (contact was made by CPSC, not respondent) 

Diversified Marine Products (product distributor) 
1-800-777-0141—P 
www,dmpmarine.com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 (contact was made by CPSC, not respondent) 

Vina Ramus, Parts and Accessories Manager 
Marine Max (product retailer—Wego) 
1363 Embarcadero 
Oakland, CA 94606 
(510)535-6161—P 
(510)535-1787—F 
www,marinemax.com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 

Larry Meddock, Executive Director 
Water Sports Industry Association 
P,0, Box 568512 
Orlando, FL 32856-8512 
(407)251-9039—W 
(407) 620-7992—C 
wsiaheadquarters(fl),earthlink,net 
Date of Contact: June 29, 2006 
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Tammy Wright, Law Enforcement Officer 
Utah State Parks and Recreation 
1594 W, North Temple 
SahLake City, UT 84114 
(801) 538-7359—W 
Date of Contact: July 12, 2006 
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A 42-year-old male died when the kite tube he was riding on lifted up to 4 feet and then suddenly crashed into the 
water. The victim hit the water and was knocked unconscious. He regained consciousness but then went into cardiac 
arrest at the hospital. The victim was diagnosed with a broken collar bone, a lacerated spleen, a bruised liver and a 
hematoma. An autopsy was performed and the cause of death wasJisted as exsanguination, severed hepatic artery 
and blunt force trauma. 
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INCIDENT REPORT 

The 42-year-old victim had been water skiing, tabing and boating for over 10 years. He 
was a water enthusiast and interested in the latest water recreational products on the 
market but was not a high risk taker. 

In January, 2006, the victim and his 44-year-old male friend went with their wives to an 
area boat show. At the show, they saw a product called the kite tabe which was ten feet 
in diameter. The friend stated that until now they had been on tabes up to five feet in 
diameter. They viewed a video tape ofthe kite tabe which showed it in the air about five 
to ten feet off the water while it was being towed by the boat. They talked with the sales 
representative who stated that you only have to go 26 mph to get the kite tabe to lift off 
the water. The victim thought the kite tabe looked like fun and easy to do. Based on the 
video, the victim decided to order one to use in the upcoming summer. He purchased it 
for about $460 at the boat show discount and it was shipped to him by the end of May, 
2006. Following and attached as Exhibit "A" is a pictare ofthis kite tabe. 

:*• » 5f 

On June 23, 2006, the victim went on vacation with the same friend who had been at the 
boat show with him as well as another friend who was 45-years-old along with all of their 
families. They stayed at a resort on a lake so that they could fish, ski and go tabing. The 
victim brought the kite tabe along with him as well as the new 60 foot tow rope which 
came with it. The victim told his friends that he viewed the kite tabe video and read the 
product literatare prior to leaving home. His friends asked if the victim had brought the 
video along as they wanted to see it, but the victim had left all ofthe product literatare at 
home. 

On June 24*'', the victim and his two fiiends decided to try the kite tabe out for the first 
time. As the two friends were blowing up the kite tabe with a compressor, they read the 
wamings printed on the tabe. They attached the tow rope to the back of the boat and 
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to^ved the kite tabe behind the victim's boat. The victim and his two friends rode the kite 
tabe separately wearing life jackets. They stood or knelt in the foot pockets and grabbed 
the handles on the kite tabe. None of them had any prior experience with this size of 
tabe. The closest size they had ridden on was a five foot diameter tabe. While one was 
tabing the other two were in the boat driving and spotting. As they took off, the rider 
would pull on a rope attached to the front middle ofthe tabe to lift the front ofthe kite 
tabe so that water would not get into the tabe. After that, the rider would pull on the kite 
tabe handles to lift the front ofthe tabe up so that it could get air to lift off the water. The 
victim and his two male friends each tried once riding on the kite tabe but could not get 
the tabe to lift off of the water at a speed of 25 mph as recommended. The front ofthe 
kite tabe would rise off of the water but the back end would drag on top ofthe water. 
Tlrere were no falls on this day. 

Both ofthe victim's friends remarked that it was very difficult to hold onto the handles 
for very long as your arms and legs would tire easily. They also noted that they had no 
control ofthe kite tabe. The front end ofthe tabe would rise up as the boat accelerated 
and would come down when the boat slowed down. They stated that they were just 
holding on and were at the mercy of the wind and the driver. 

On the following day, they were talking about the kite tabe and thought perhaps they 
needed a bigger boat and motor to get the kite tabe to lift off the water as they were larger 
guys. The 42-year-old victim was 6' 1" and 225#, the 44-year-old friend was 6' 1" and 
205# and the 45-year-old friend was 5'8" and 150#. 

On June 26' at about 8:00 PM, the victim and his two fiiends decided to try the kite tabe 
out again using his 44-year-old fiiend's boat which was a 1991 VIP Model SK8 with an 
Evinmde 150hp motor. The friend who was the owner ofthe boat attached the tow rope 
at the 60 foot length and drove the boat. The 45-year-old friend was the spotter and the 
victim was the rider. As they started out in front of their cabin, the friends noted that the 
lake was like glass and there was no breeze. 

Traveling from the cabin to the end ofthe lake took less than a minute. During this time, 
they were able to get the kite tabe to lift off the water about two to three feet for about 
five seconds going at a speed of 30-35 mph. Any less speed and the tabe would not lift 
off the water. The friend who was driving stated that he was constantly adjusting the 
speed ofthe boat to get the kite tabe in the air. As the rider pulled on the handles which 
lifted the front ofthe tabe in the air, the tabe would catch some air and lift off the water. 
When the tabe was three feet off the water, the driver would try to maintain the speed of 
the boat and as the tabe started to descend to the water, the driver would increase the 
speed. Both the driver and spotter related that while the tabe was in the air, they were 
unable to see the victim on the tabe. They noted that the tabe has a plastic window that 
in theory allows the driver to see the rider and vice versa. When the tabe is deflated, you 
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can see through the window. But, when the tabe is inflated the plastic window 
accumulates condensation, is cloudy and does not allow either party to see each other. 
Tkerefore, there was no way to communicate between the driver and rider. 

When they reached the end ofthe lake, the driver slowed the boat down to tam around to 
come back. At this time, the driver asked the victim how the speed was on the first trip 
and the victim responded that the speed was perfect and to drive exactly the same on the 
way back. As they started out, the kite tabe performed the same at about 30-35 mph. It 
lifted off of the water up to three feet and then would come back down. When they were 
about halfway back, the kite tabe lifted off of the water to four feet, swayed to the right, 
then to the left, then shook, then went back to the right and then came down and hit the 
water. From lift off to touch down took less than five seconds. When the kite tabe hit the 
water, the victim was thrown into the water head first. At this point, the spotter told the 
driver, that the victim had fallen off. When the driver tamed around to look, he saw the 
kite tabe about 20 feet in the air. The driver tamed the boat around and started back to 
the rider. When the boat was within 20 feet ofthe victim, the driver and spotter noticed 
that the victim was not moving. When they came within 10 feet ofthe victim, they 
observed the victim face down in the water. 

The spotter grabbed the life vest of the victim and lifted his face out of the water. They 
found that the victim was breathing and his lip was bleeding but he was unconscious. 
The driver started to lightly slap the victim's face to get him to come around but the 
victim did not respond. At this point, they yelled to shore to send a boat out to help. 

An emergency medical technician (EMT) happened to be staying at the same resort and 
on shore at the time ofthe incident. He got into his boat and brought additional people 
along to help with the victim. At this same time, someone on shore called "911" for 
assistance. When the EMT arrived at the scene, it took six men to pull the victim out of 
the water and into the boat. By this time, the victim was coming around and could move 
his legs and talked. The victim knew his name and his birthday but did not know what 
had happened. When they came back to shore with the victim, an ambulance arrived 
within two to three minutes. The ambulance took the victim to an area hospital and his 
wife rode along with him. The 44-year-old friend and his wife followed the ambulance to 
the hospital. 

The Sheriff Department was also called to the scene by the "911" call. They briefly 
interviewed the parties involved. Attached as Exhibit "B" is a copy of their call sheet and 
press release on the incident. 

When the victim arrived at the hospital, he was diagnosed with a broken collar bone, a 
lacerated spleen, a bmised liver and a hematoma near his thorax. There were no visible 
signs ofinjury, as the injuries were all intemal. As the hospital staff was working on 
draining the fluid from the hematoma, the victim's heart stopped several times. The 
hospital staff restarted the victim's heart on each occasion until it stopped at 1:00 AM on 
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June 27* and they were unable to restart it. The hospital noted the cause of death to be 
cardiac arrest. 

The Vilas County Coroner was called to the hospital and an autopsy was scheduled for 
the following day. The coroner noted the death to be accidental and the cause to be 
exsanguination, severed hepatic artery and blunt force trauma. Attached as Exhibit "C" 
is a copy ofthe coroner's report. 

Following the death ofthe victim, the county sheriff called the area Department of 
Nataral Resources (DNR) warden to report the incident as the DNR investigates boating 
deaths. The warden went to the resort and briefly interviewed the 45-year-old friend of 
the victim regarding the incident. To date, the Department of Nataral Resources does not 
have a releasable report and it is unknown if there will be a formal report by their office. 

This injury incident was brought to the attention ofthe U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission by a news reporter. This investigator received this assignment on June 28, 
2O06 and contacted the Department of Nataral Resources warden to obtain additional 
information on the incident. The warden provided the name ofthe victim as well as the 
driver and spotter. 

On June 30*, this investigator conducted an on-site interview with the victim's friends, 
the 44-year-old male driver and the 45-year-old male spotter. Their comments have been 
incorporated into this report. Both ofthe fiiends stated that upon retaming home from 
the resort, they inspected the kite tabe and did not notice any damages or apparent 
equipment failure. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 

The product involved is a Wego Kite Tube, Model 53-5000 that is 10 feet in diameter x 
18" H when inflated and yellow, orange and black in color. The kite tabe is pulled 
behind a motor boat and the rider holds onto handles on the top side ofthe tabe and puts 
his feet into foot pockets. As the rider pulls on the handles, the front ofthe tabe is lifted 
in the air. The air goes undemeath the tabe causing it to lift off the water. The tabe may 
raise straight up or act like a kite swiveling, swooping and taming in the air. The kite 
tabe has been known to reach heights of up to 30 feet in the air before coming back down 
to the water. It has a UPC 0 29808 00518 5 and is manufactared in Chma for: 

SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E CIRCLE STREET, #A 
OMAHA, NE 68137 
(402) 592-9085 
(888)814-8833 
www.sportsstuff.com 
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The kite tabe is advertised on the Intemet and described as follows; 

Wego Kite Tube 
10ft diameter flying tube. 
Take flight with the WEGO KITE TUBE! The next generation of action towable to 
here, taking you to a whole new level of excitement! Whip across the water like a 
deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird! Experience the thrUl of flight as you 
rise above the water, reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing but adrenaline in 
your wake! The level of extreme sport has been raised with the WEGO KIT TUBE. 
Anything else is beneath it 
Model 53-5000 Sug. RetaU: $599.95 

r 

The kite tabe has the following featares: 

120 inch inflated diameter (10 feet) with slanted saucer configuration. 
840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating. 
Computerized double stitched sewing. 
Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 
Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked. 
Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit. 
Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick 
connection. 
Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation. 
Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for 
comfortable foot, knee, and leg use. 
8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard. 
Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls. 
Reflective Safety Piping on all handles and on the outside top taping. 
Variable loops for detachable leash use. 
Panoramic see through double windows. 
Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included. 
High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with 
checkerboard and caution accent striping 
Instructional DVD, tow rope and starting leash included. 
90 day warranty 

Warnings 

The kite tabe has wamings noted in its instmctional DVD, product literature and printed 
directly on the kite tabe top surface. The wamings on the kite tabe are reiterated as 
follows: 
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WARNING 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

Not a Lifesaving Device. 
Never Leave Children Unattended. 
Use Only Under Competent Supervision. 
Read the owner's manual carefully before using your Sportsstuff towable. 
Not for use by children under twelve (12) years of age. 
The watercraft driver is responsible for the towable and rider(s) since the 
towable cannot be controlled by the rider(s). The rider(s) may not be able to 
see where he/she is going. 
Always have an experienced operator (driver) at the helm of the watercraft. 
Always have three or more people present for safe tubing: one to drive, one 
to observe, and one or more to ride. 
Observer in the boat should keep the driver aware of the towable rider(s) 
status. 
Always keep a lookout for other watercraft, boats, swimmers, towables, and 
other obstructions in the water. 
Stay away from other boats and personal watercraft, docks, pilings, bridges, 
shallow water, and the shore. 
The watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which 
might cause the towable to flip over, resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
Do not use at speeds that exceed the skills of the rider. Never exceed 20 mph 
when towing adults or 15 mph when towing children. 
Use a tow rope specifically designed for towables. 
Never operate the watercraft or ride the towable under the influence of 
alcohol or other drugs. 
Never place wrists or feet through the handles or towing harness. Ensure 
that the tow rope is clear or aU body parts prior to or during use. 
Riders should keep arms and feet out of the water. 
Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) approved type III (PFD) ski vest or 
as recommended by proper government authorities. 
Do not exceed the manufacturer's recommended number of riders for this 
tube. 
Do not u se this unit when it is under-inflated. The risks involved with this 
could include entrapment which may result in death or serious injury. 
Use a tow rope of at least 1500 lbs, average tensile strength for pulling a 
single person, 2375 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 
lbs. average tensile strength for pulling three people, and 4100 lbs average 
tensfle strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope 
should be at least 45 feet in length but not exceed 65 feet. 
The manufacturer, Sportsstuff, Inc., does not have control over the use of 
this product and assumes no liability therein. Under no circumstances is 
Sportsstuff or the seller liable for any loss, damage, injury, or expenses of 
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any kind arising out of the use of this product. It is the responsibility or the user 
to determine the proper suitability and safety ofthe product during normal use. 
This product is subject to age, wear, and deterioration from the use and weather 
conditions. We strongly recommend that you inspect the product on a regular 
basis. 

102605,02 ITEM NO.: 53-5000 ©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

KITE TUBE BOAT DRIVER 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, foflow these rules: 

Driver should be at least 16 years of age and pass a coast guard approved 
boating course. 
Utilize a large, wide angle, rear view mirror (20 inch width) to keep eye on 
Kite elevation. 
Slow speed to reduce height, a sudden gust of wind can send the rider up to 
20 feet high or more in half a second. 
Maintain constant communication with spotter about the Kite tube and its 
performance. 
Adjust boat speed to reduce the height of the Kite tube. 
The Kite Tube is unlike any other towable tube. It can sustain flight at 
various heights for long periods of time. 
Wind, boat speed, rider weight, and length of rope are big variables in Kiting 
performance. 
Pay attention and adjust the boat speed frequently to fit the conditions. You 
are the director. 
Never Kite higher than you want the rider to fall, adjust your speed. 
Avoid excessive boat speed at all times. 
Have pre-ride meeting with spotter and rider to discuss the type of ride to be 
given. 
Determine the best conditions for Kite tubing based on rider weight, boat 
speed and wind speed. 
Give-way to all other watercraft, especially sailboats. 
The Kite tube can sustain flight with steady head wind and boat speed. Head 
into the wind. 
Be aware of cross winds and wind gusts. 
Use the large, panoramic window to monitor and communicate with the 
rider. 
Don't gamble with rider safety. Driver must accept 100% responsibility for 
the safety of the rider. 
Instruct the rider to lean back and pull on the leash to keep the nose up untU 
the boat and tube plane out. As the boat planes out and the tube rises out of 
the water, there wiU be almost no drag on the boat. 
Most boating accidents happen in less than 2 seconds. 
Reaction time varies from 120 to 255 feet of boat length. 
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• Do not be in-attentive. Do not let your mind wander. Focus on what you are 
doing, 

• Never use the Kite Tube with wind forces so strong that you are unable to 
maintain control, 

• Don't Kite in electrical storms, 
• The Kite Tube is an air foil of extremely limited capabilities with regard to 

wind and turbulence, 
• Instruct all riders of rules and warnings, plus how to ride. 
• In riding position, the rider and tube are at a 45° angle to the water's surface, 
• Avoid floating objects and all immoveable objects, 
• All riders should be towed at speeds that allow for reasonable control, 
• Avoid submarining the towable when first starting out or on spills, 
• Slow boat down to 5 mph to turn around and pick up the rider, 
• In many cases when the rider falls off, the Kite wiU continue to be airborne, 
• Don't be a gunner, slamming the throttle forward and forgetting about the 

towable and your rider. Focus, 
• In no-wind conditions, use zig-zags, whips, figure eights and circles that the 

Kite tube will Kite in, but remember the Kite tube is designed to Kite into the 
wind, 

• Do not throw away your owner's manual. You must review periodically and 
especially when allowing others to use or borrow your Kite tube. 

• Unlike most towables that ride on the water's surface and have tremendous 
drag, when the Kite Tube is Kiting or flying there is almost no drag and the 
boat has a tendency to go faster, so watch out for this effect (a lot of drag to 
no drag), 

• Don't overload your boat with a lot of passengers, 
• Like many towables, rider balance too far forward can cause towable to nose 

under. This is called submarining. When you start moving forward, make 
sure the rider holds the leash on the tube to help keep the nose up during 
takeoff until the boat reaches planing speed and lift occurs on the Kite tube. 
If the boat driver, spotter and rider are not paying attention, the towable 
could nose in. This causes the submarine effect, which results in the towable 
acting like an anchor. Reduce speed immediately otherwise you will create 
too much drag on the boat and tube, causing something to break, 

• Pay attention when starting out to prevent this effect. Let's say everything 
goes right and the Kite tube and rider are traveling at a sustained height 
above the water and the rider faUs off. The Kite might continue its flight or 
crash down into the water. We suggest that you slow the boat down to 5 
mph, otherwise the towable might again act like a submarine, because it is 
upside down or wind conditions have forced it into a weird position where it 
cannot be towed at any speed other than 5 mph, 

• It is the obligation ofthe boat driver to operate the boat in responsible safe 
manner and not try to "dump the rider". 
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• Experience safe Kiting. 
©Sportsstuff, Inc, 2005 

WARNING 
KITE TUBE RIDER 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

Avoid gusty and cross winds, use in light to moderate steady winds. 
Gusts and cross winds can cause this product to experience sudden changes 
in height or direction. 
Use in at least 6 feet of water depth, the higher you Kite, the deeper the water 
should be. -
Never use in shaUow waters. 
Boat driver, spotter and rider are all beginners, take it easy, learn in light 
steady wind, start slow. 
Your body weight is a factor on balance and control, shifting helps to control 
kiting (rider is ballast). 
Have pre-ride discussion with rider, driver and spotter. 
Never Kite higher than you're willing to fall. 
Into a steady wind, flight occurs more easily. 
With the wind, flight is not so easy. 
Based on rider weight, a lighter person will Kite easier than heavier person. 
Do not over-estimate your ability. Kiting takes a practiced level of skill. 
Keep tube's nose up when starting out, pull back on the ball/leash to help 
hold the nose up until the boat reaches planning speed. 
Rider safety is in the hands of the boat driver and spotter. 
Stay 100 yards from shore, avoid other boat traffic, power lines, and other 
immoveable objects. 
Be aware of natural wind breaks and barriers that change the wind flow. 
Use rear transom tow point. Using higher tow point means the Kite can Kite 
higher. 
Maximum 1 rider capacity. 
Do not exceed 200 pound maximum weight or 100 pounds minimum, be at 
least 12 years of age and a height of 5 feet or more. 
Balance to minimize movement while airborne. Too much movement can 
cause the Kite tube to become wobbly and over turn. Maintain a good center 
of gravity, 
10 and 2 o'clock are the best control hand positions. 
Hang time. Kite time, can be 1 second to many minutes. 
Length of hang time depends on the wind, boat speed and rider weight. 
A straight boat heading into the wind creates the optimum Kiting 
performance. 
Ballet performance is what you are looking for (up and down). 
Use the large panoramic window to see the boat and to view rider height. 
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• Force the tube down by pushing your weight down with a swift motion, 
• Use your position within the slotting system cockpit to adjust pitch or the 

angle by which the nose of the tube is incUned up or down from the 
horizontal, 

• Use the handles to adjust left to right balance, 
• Utilize a combination of foot and hand positions to accommodate the current 

wind and boat speed conditions, 
• Do not use this tube if you are pregnant, could be pregnant, or if you have 

neck or back problems, 
• Raise arms above head following a spill to signify to the boat driver and 

spotter that you are okay. 
• A rider that falls or is ejected should try to faU away from the Kite tube. 
• Experience safe Kiting. 

©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

WARNING 
KITE TUBE USE 
Release of Liability: 
By assembling and inflating the Kite Tube, you agree that you have read and 
understand the entire Sportsstuffs product manual, including all instructions and 
warnings contained in that material prior to using the Kite Tube. You additionally 
agree that you will ensure any additional or subsequent users of the Kite Tube will 
read and understand the entire owner's manual. Misuse or improper use of the 
Kite tube could result in risks, dangers and hazards which may result in serious 
injury or death. The risks and dangers that may be encountered through the 
improper use of the Kite Tube can be avoided by reading and following the warning 
guidelines Usted within the owner's manual and by proper use ofthe Kite Tube, 
Your assembly and use of this product shall be evidence of your agreement to the 
fullest extent permitted by law, to properly follow the instructions and abide by the 
warnings set forth within the product manual. Your assembly and use of the Kite 
Tube shall also constitute a release, to the extent permitted by law, by you and by 
any third party permitted by you to use, in any manner, the Kite Tube, to 
Sportsstuff from any and all liabihty for any loss, damage, injury and/or expense 
that you or any user of the Kite Tube may suffer as a result of the use of the Kite 
Tube, This release shall extend to any loss, damage, injury or expense due to any 
cause whatsoever, including negligence or breach of contract on the part of 
Sportsstuff and/or any party participating in the design and/or manufacture of the 
Kite Tube, The terms of this release shall be effective and binding upon you, your 
heirs, next of kin, executors, administrators, assigns and representatives. Your 
assembly and use of the Kite Tube shall constitute your agreement to assume and 
accept any or all known or unknown risks or injury to you and/or to third parties 
through the use of the Kite Tube. Sportsstuff and related parties have not made 
and hereby expressly deny any oral or written representation and/or warranty, 
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including warranty for a particular purpose, other than what is set forth herein and 
in the Sportsstuffs Kite Tube manual. 
110806,03 ©Sportsstuff, Inc, 2005 

ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit "A" - Pictures and photographs ofkite tabe as well as the boat used to pull the 
kite tabe the day of the incident 

Exhibit "B" - Sheriffs department call sheet and press release. 

Exhibit "C" - Coroner's report. 

Exhibit "D" - Authorization to Not Release Name forms. 

Exhibit "E" - Contact List 
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IDI 060628GWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc, Internet site. 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off 
Sportsstuff, Inc, Internet site. 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc, Internet site. 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc, Internet site. 

roi 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 

IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Model 53-5000 
Purchased by victim. 

IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Model 53-5000 -
Purchased by victim. - Photograph shows plastic window for rider and driver to 
view each other. 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" -1991 VIP 17 foot SK8 boat with an 150 hp 
Evinrude motor that pulled the Wego Kite Tube the day of the incident. 

IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" -1991 VIP 17 foot SK8 boat with an 150 hp 
Evinrude motor that pulled the Wego Kite Tube the day of the incident - Arrow 
points to where tow rope was attached. 
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07/05/06 
10:25 

Vilas County Sheriff's Department 
CAD Mast:er Call Table: Page: 

279 
1 

Long-Term Call ID: 150473 
Active Call: Nature: Boat/Water Acci Type: Ife Priority: 2 

Address: 1130 Gessert Rd;Estrold Resort 
Zones: : : : 

City: SG st Germain 
Alarm Number: 

+- Complainant: 
Lst: 
Adr 
Cty 
Tel 
Alrt 

New Berlin 

74412 + 
Mid: M 
DOB: 08/17/61 

ST: WI Zip: 53151 SSN: - -
ill Race: W Sex: F Prev Calls: Wants: Adr: 

Contact: Sandy 
Address: 
Info: (See below) 

How Rcvd: w Wireless 911 
Rcvd by: A Mattke 

Hid Until: 06:00:00 06/27/06 

Tel: (262)565-3893 

Occurred between: 20:07:11 06/26/06 
and: 20:07:11 06/26/06 

When Rptd: 20:07:11 06/26/06 

INVOLVEMENTS: 
Type 
LW 
EM 
FR 
NM 
NM 
NM 
NM 
NM 
VH 

Call 

Record # 
06-006594 
06-01209 
06-0294 

74417 
74418 
74419 
74420 
74412 
29071 

Date 
06/26/06 
06/26/06 
06/26/06 
/ / 
/ / 
/ / 
/ / 
/ / 
/ / 

Tciker Comments: 

Description 
Boat/Water Acci 
Boat/Water Acci 
Boat/Water Acci 

1991 VIP SK 18 WI 

Relationship 
•Initiating Call 
•Initiating Call 
•Initiating Call 
Deceased 
Wife 
Boat Driver 
Spotter 
•Cottplainant 
Boat Involved 

Boat accident, one injury. Complainant does not know what happened, a boat was 
sent out to see what happened. Everyone is out of the water. 

Male subject around 40 YOA was on a Kite Tube and was somehow injured. 
Complaining of back and shoulder pain and possible head injury. 

20:32:32 06/26/06 - P Popp 
This was a tubing accident. 

From: D Gardner 

Mon Jun 26 20:33:32 CDT 2006 A Mattke 
Transported to HYMC, MEDS paged for intercept, 



Tue Jun 27 01:05:06 CDT 2006 L Scarcelli 
Traci England, medical examiner from Oneida, calling to request our coroner. 
Tue Jun 27 01:05:19 CDT 2006 A Mattke 
Paged 249 P Tirpe. Also notified C161 M Sealauider and 210 D Gardner. 202 J 
Fath notified. 

lAoi 



- w o , ,k^ . o i ^ M , V 1 l_MS:> I..I.JUN I Y i i H t i K r F t - ; 7 l S 4 7 a 6 0 3 9 

PRESS RELEASE 

For Immediate Release 

For more information contact: 
John Nieb\ihr, Sheriff 
715-479-4441 

David Gardner, Lieutenant 

Boating Accident - Fatality 

St. Germain, WI, Little St.Germain Lake, June 27, 2006 

VCSD Case No. 06-006594 

St. Germain, WI, June 26, 2006 -- On Monday, J\ine 26, 2006, at approximately 
8:07 PM, the Vilas County Sheriff's Department received a call requesting 
medical assistance at 1130 Gessert Rd., St. Germain. The caller stated a 
boating accident on Little St. Germain Lake had occurred and one person was 
injured. St. Germain Rescue, Plum Lake 91 and Med 5 were dispatched to the 
scene. The injured party was transported to Howard Yoiong Medical Center for 
treatment and was later pronounced dead. The name of the deceased^is being 
withheld pending notification of family. 

The accident is under investigation by the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resovirces, Vilas Covinty Sheriff's Department and Vilas County Coroner's Office. 

Lt. David Gardner 
Tuesday, June 27 02:19:00 CST 2006 
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FROM : FfiX NO. J u l . 08 2006 01:24PM P2 

Name of Deceased 

Address 

Date of Death: 06/27/06 

VIIAS COtn<TY COHOMER'S REPORT 

DOB: 10-15-1963 G0#:06-006594 

, Delafield, WI 53018 Age; 42 

Time of Death: Pron. 0050 

D.A. Notified! YES Date: 06/27/06 Time: 0830 

Reported By: Vilas Sheriff's Office per request of HYMC ER Staff 

Time reported: 0106 Doctor; 

Cause of Death A. Exsanguination 

B. Severed Hepatic Artery 

C. Blunt Force Trauma 

Natural; Suicide: Homicide: Accidental: K 

Date of Incident: 06/26/06 Time of Incident: 2G05hrs 
Location? 1130 Gessert Road, Little St. Germain Lake, St. Geirmain, 
Township 

Autopsy performed By; Dr. Kelley 

Funeral Director: Church and Chapel Funeral Service 

DESCRIPTXCnsr OF BODY 

Sex: Male Race:. White Height:6'X" Weight: 22 6 Eyes: Hazel 
Hair: Blonde Personal Effects: Silver Colored band on left ring finger. 
Left with body at Fond du Lac Medical Examiner, 

Travmia: See autopsy report 

Specimens Taken: Blood, Usual autopsy specimens 

Photos: Autospy 

Investigated by: 249 Tirpe, Warden Selander 

Next-of-KintJlUBIHlHHil ~ ̂ ^^® Notified: By HYMC ER Staff 

Address: Same Phone: ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H 
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FROM FfiX NO. Jul. 08 2006 01:24PM P3 

VILAS COUHTY CORC»)ER'S DEATH REPORT 

DECEASED NAME: 

I was contacted by the Vilas County Sheriff's Department to respond to 
a death at the Howard Young Medical Center Emergency Room. Upon my 
arrival I met with the ER physcian, • • • • • • • • • who advised me that 
the deceased had been brought to Howard Young following a tubing accident 
in St. Germain. He advised me that the deceased had been alert and 
oriented and that following his return from the CT scanner the deceased 
suddenly crashed arid that a code ensued. DrflHBMBHHstated that they 
had coded ̂ fl||•iHH| ̂ o^ almost 2 hours before declaring him dead. Dr. 
•MMPMistated that the CT appeared to show a small laceration to the 
spleen and bruising to the liver with a small amount of blood in the 
cavity. According to laHiH^Hria the deceased also had a left 
pneumothorax that was reduced with a chest tube and a pulmonary contusion. 

Following this I met with 
(11/14/61) who was the driver of the boa 
Mr.Hlii^H stated that he was towing Mr 
Little St. Germain Lake and had a spotter, 
the boat watching M f l B ^ ^ H B on the tube 

and 
towing Mr.I 
on a "kite tub" around 

in the rear of 
According to Mr HiHHMHlthey 

were traveling between 40 and 45mph and that the tube was bouncing off the 
water approx. 2' into the air and then back down onto the water. 

JiaaattKK^M stated that Mjjj^^^Hi informed him that ^^ggggggg^^ ̂ lad 
fallen off of the tube and then they turned the boat back to where they 
thought••••••^•iKa^t^g^l^ilij^ip. According to M^mHHtaB when 
they a p p r o a c h e d M r H B H l B H H H I H j told him that M H H ^ H H was 
lying face down in the water and had not given him the "OK" sign. Mr. 
^Hiil^l then came to assistl^^^^^^HLn rolling Mr. •^••Mj overbite 
his back. As they rolled W K ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ t over he n o t e d ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ • • • ^ H had 
"snoring" respirations. M^^^HJI^^Btated tha^^^ H B H J ^ I was wearing 
a life vest but wa^^^heavy for him and MrHH^Hhto get into the boat by 
themselves. Mr.H^^^H and Mr.^^Hstated calling for help and some 
bystanders on th^snore came out in their boat and assisted^hen^^ 
getting Mr. H B H | back into the boat and to shore, ^^• JilHHH£3,^2^ 
that by the tim^rne arrived at tbe shore an<^ca^^d 911 tna^M^^JjI^^B 
was beginning to regain consciousness. Mrs. |H|||^^| stated that the 
deceased had no significant medical history and was on no prescription 
«\©dlcations. 

At this point I advised Mrs. ̂ ^ ^ I H that I would be requesting an 
autopsy be done and that I would speak with her following the autopsy. I 
then proceeded to take Mr. ̂ ^ ^ ^ m into my care and setup an autopsy to 
be done that day at the Fond du Lac County Medical Examiner's Office. I 
also released the deceased for skin and bone donation at the wife's 
request, I also spoke with Warden Selander regarding the incident. 
Following this I transported the deceased to the Fond du Lac County Medical 
Examiner's Office in Fond du Lac for the autopsy. 

See Page 3 
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FROM : FfiX NO. Jul. 08 2 ^ 0i:25PM P4 

VILAS COUNTY CORONER'S DEATH REPORT 

DECEASED NAME; 

Page 3 

Dr. Kelley the Fond duLac County Medical Examiner performed the autopsy 
and noted that a large quanity of blood was found in the abdominal cavity. 
He proceeded to explore the cavity and found that a hepatic artery had 
been severed. Dr. Kelley also noted that there were posterior rib 
fractures on the left side indicating a substantial amoimt of force had 
been transfered to the body when the deceased struck the water. 

Following the autopsy I advised ̂ ^ | m i | H ) ^ y phone of the results of 
the autopsy and answered what questxori^sn^nad. I then released the 
deceased to the funeral home for final disposition at the request of the 
family 

Signed: 

aul A. Tirpe - Coroner 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON. DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AirmORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting infonnation on a potential jwoduct safety problem. 
The U. S. Consuiner Product Safety Commission depends on oonoenied pet^Ie to share 
product safety infonnation with us. We maintain a recoid ofthis informatioa, and use it to 
assist us tfl idoitifytng and lesolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manuiacturei^ and distributors to inf<»in them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others tequesdng inftimiatiofl about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the indivichial's name so that they can obtain additional infonnation on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. Afier you have indicaied your prefeience, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines ptovided. 

(Date) 

CPSC HoB'me; 1-800-e38-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Weft Site: h«oty«iiww.cpscow 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHIMGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for asssting us in collecting infonnation on a potential product safety {noblem. 
The U, S. Consumer PnMhict Safety Commission depends on concerned people to shaze 
product safisty information with us. We maintain a record of this infonnation, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely fbrwaid this infonnation to manufacturers and distributors to infonn them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the infiumatioi} to 
others requesting infmmation about specific products or bazaidsu Manufacturers may need 
tbe individual's name so that t h ^ can <rf)lain addilional infomiation on the product or 
incideni situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain ctMifideDtial, we will of course, hon<»̂  that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, jriease s ^ your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

7 6 £>t 

(Date) 

CPSC Kodine: 1.800«38-CPSC(2772] H CPSCs Web Site: MI(U!A«ww.cpscgav 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "E - Contact List 

VICTIM 

.r-old male 

CONTACT LIST 

-year-old male owner of boat and driver 

New Berlin, WI 53151 

• 45-year-old male spotter 

New Berlin, WI 53151 

Friend of victim 
)rive 

Cottage Grove, WI 53527 

JefF Dautermann - Warden 
Michael Sealander - Warden 
Chris Spaight - Warden 
Department of Natural Resources 
223 E. Steinfest Road 
Antigo, WI 54409 
(715)623-4190 

Vilas County Sheriffs Department 
330 Court Street 
Eagle River, WI 54521 
(715)479-4441 

Paul Tirpe, Coroner 
Vilas County Coroner 
29 forest Drive 
Manitowish Waters, WI 54545 
(715)543-2232 
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A ? 

I.Task Number 

06O612HCC3582 

^ . Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 04 30 

2. Investigator's ID 

1951 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 14 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

£ . Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 33-year-old male was riding a kite tube and was approximately 15-20 feet in the air when the kite tube dived 
suddenly and the victim hit the water. He died of a transection of the aorta. 

rr. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 -SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

10A. First Product 

1200 - Sports And Recreational Acti 

8. City 

ORANGE 

108. Trade/Brand Name 
WEGO KITE TUBE 

9. State 

TX 

100. Model Number 
53-500 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF INCORPORATED 
11213 E. Circle #A 
Omaha,, NE 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

110. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
33 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

31-UPPER TRUNK 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

17. Respondent 

2 - Eyewitness 

20. Attachment(s) 
2 - Documents 

14. Disposition 
8 - Death 

18. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

21. Case Source 
05 - Newspaper 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
62 - Intern. Org. Inj. 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

27 / 0.5 

22. Sample Collection Number 
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DIAGRAM #1: This diagram shows the boat and who was where in the boat at the time of the 
incident. #1 is the victim on the kite tube, #2 is the driver ofthe boat, #3 is the observer on the 
boat, #4 is the victim's wife, and #5 was a passenger/witness on the boat. 

The operator of the boat told the game warden investigating the matter, that at 
approximately 3:25 p.m. on April 30, 2006, they were boating in Sabine Lake. The 
operator told the warden that they launched the boat at approximately 1:30 in the 
aftemoon. The operator told the warden that at approximately 3:15 p.m., he was driving 
the boat and the victim was on the kite tube. The operator stated that he made one pass 
westbound in front of Stewts Island on the north end of Sabine Lake and tumed around in 
the Neches River and headed eastbound to make another pass in front of the island. 
According to the operator, he was in the deep part ofthe channel on the north side of 
Stewts Island traveling near fiill throttle while pulling the victim. The operator estimated 
that he was going approximately 32 miles per hour (mph) and estimated that the throttle 
was at 90% of its full capacity. 

According to the accident investigation report, the operator told the warden that he had 
reached the eastern most end of Stewts Island and he glanced back and saw that the 
victim was airbome on the kite tube and he tumed back around to concentrate on driving 
the watercraft. Seconds later, the operator was informed by the second male friend 
(observer) on the boat that the victim had fallen off the tube and to tum around. When 
they tumed the boat around, the victim was floating face down in the water. 

The report indicates that another boat driven by the brother of the male observer on the 
victim's boat, witnessed the accident and stopped to render aid. The second boat was 
able to reach the victim first and pulled him into their boat. The people on the second 
boat did not observe any vital signs and began administering CPR. The boat then called 
9-1-1 for medical assistance and sped off to Rainbow Marina to meet emergency service 
personnel. 

The operator ofthe boat talked with personnel from the United States Coast Guard at the 
marina and proceeded to ride along with the victim and his wife to the hospital. The 
victim was pronounced dead by the local Justice ofthe Peace at St. Mary's Hospital. 

The report further stated that the game wardens were patrolling Cow Bayou at 
approximately 3:45 p.m. when the victim's boat went speeding by with one white male 
and one white female in the boat. The game wardens pursued the boat at a top speed of 
48 mph until they reached the boat ramp at Highway 87 in Bridge City, Texas. 

At the boat ramp, the game wardens made contact with the male who was driving the 
boat back, but was actually the observer in the boat at the time of the incident. When the 
wardens made contact with the male, he was extremely excited and stated that there was 
an emergency and he had to leave for the hospital. The male told the wardens about the 
accident and who was operating the boat at the time of the incident. The male then left 
the boat mnning in the water and walked up the dock. The wardens thought he was 
retrieving a trailer to remove the boat from the water. The male never retumed, so the 
wardens tumed off the boat and left a business card for them to contact their office. 
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Guard approved flotation devices in the boat that were accessible, but that the passengers 
in the boat were not wearing them. The flotation device used by the victim was classified 
as a Coast Guard approved type HI device. The remaining flotation devices in the boat 
were also type HI devices. 

The warden noted in the accident investigation report that the operator of the boat did not 
consume any alcohol or drugs the day of the incident. The victim was reported to have 
consumed three beers in a two hour period prior to the accident and no dmgs. 

The warden concluded his report to say that the cause was accidental in nature due to the 
inexperience of both the boat operator and the victim. Although the boat operator 
reported that he had over 100 hours of boating experience, this particular boat was new. 
The operator told the warden that the kite tube was brand new and they had only used it 
on one prior occasion which was the day before the accident. 

The warden noted in the report because ofthe design ofthe kite tube, the person riding it 
controls the height ofthe tube by leaning forward or backward. The operator ofthe boat 
only controls the speed ofthe boat and thus the kite tube on the water. The warden noted 
that both parties were inexperienced with the kite tube and were unaware of its inherent 
dangers. 

The game warden stated in his report that this particular piece of equipment is new to the 
market and therefore he is unsure exactly what a safe speed would be to operate it at. He 
understood from witnesses that a safe speed was approximately 25 mph and the boat 
operator was going approximately 32 mph; therefore, he did not think the boat operator 
was acting recklessly or with criminal negligence. 

According to the game warden, he looked at the waming stickers on the kite tube and 
there was a waming sticker indicating that the tube could reach a height of 20 feet in half 
ofa second. 

The game warden noted in the accident investigation report that the autopsy on the victim 
was completed and that "the cause of death was a transection ofthe aorta, a deceleration 
injury caused from the impact of his body with the surface of the water. There was no 
water in the lungs so the victim died upon impact and did not drown, nor was his neck 
broken as early reports suggested." 

On June 21, 2006, this investigator spoke with the game warden that investigated the 
matter. The warden stated that he did not directly witness the matter, but collected 
information for the investigation afterwards. The warden fiirther stated that he viewed 
the kite tube and tow rope at the business of the deceased. When asked, the warden 
stated that he did not obtain any information on the tow rope, nor measurements. He 
stated that it appeared to be a standard ski rope. 

The warden stated that when he called the witnesses, they were hesitant to talk with him 
because an attomey was already involved on behalf of the family. The warden stated 
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there were three colors to the rope and that each section was approximately 20 feet long. 
He stated that at the time ofthe incident, all three colors were attached and that is why he 
estimates the length at 60 feet. He did not know the brand of the tow rope and only 
understood it to be the one that came with the kite tube. 

This investigator asked about his relationship with the victim, and the observer stated that 
he has known the victim for a long time and that he is the same age as his sister and the 
victim lived with his family for some time while he (the observer) was growing up. He 
stated that he ultimately went to work for the victim at his maintenance shop, however, 
after the victim's death; the shop was unable to stay open and has since closed. 

This investigator asked about the location ofthe product and the observer stated that they 
went and picked it up from the Coast Guard and it was stored at the victim's shop, 
however, everything has been cleaned out and he is unsure where the product is. 

On June 23, 2006, this investigator left messages for both the driver ofthe boat and the 
victim's wife to retum a telephone call. 

On June 26, 2006, the attomey for the victim's wife retumed the telephone call. At this 
time, the victim's wife is still very distraught over the incident; therefore, the attomey of 
record was interviewed in this matter. The attomey stated that the victim purchased the 
item online from skilimited.com. The attomey believed that the victim purchased the 
item for about $499. 

According to the attorney, the victim is a water enthusiast and he has grown up on the 
water and has always done lots of water sports activities. The attomey knows the victim 
well and considers his family good friends. According to the attomey, the victim is very 
physically fit and has no physical limitations. The attomey did not know the victim's 
weight, but stated that he was well over six foot tall. Additionally, the attomey stated 
that the victim owned a constmction business and since the death of the victim, the 
family has begun to shut the business down as no one else is capable of running the 
business. 

When asked about the tow rope that was used, the attomey stated that the tow rope came 
with the kite tube. He verified the observer's statement that the rope came in different 
lengths and fiirther said that the rider would put the length based on how high he wanted 
the kite tube to go. 

The attomey said that the victim and his friends first tried the kite tube on that Saturday 
after watching the video. The attorney stated that he was told that everyone had difficulty 
on the kite tube and the victim watched the video again after that day. 

According to the attomey and verified by this investigator, on April 28, 2006, the kite 
tube by this manufacturer was named the 2006 sports product ofthe year by the Sporting 
Goods Manufactures Association. This was broadcast on Fox news under "Fox and 
Friends." According to the attomey this is where the victim fu-st saw the product and he 
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clotted blood within the left chest cavity. The report also indicates that there were no 
fractures ofthe cervical spine. The autopsy stated that the victim was 71 Vi inches tall 
and weighed 225 pounds. The pathological findings on the victim were: 

1. Transection of aorta. 
2. Left hemothorax (1,200 milliliters of blood). 
3. Mild to moderate atherosclerotic coronary artery disease. 

The medical examiner also placed a comment at the end ofthe report which stated: 

"The decedent was being towed behind a boat on a kite tube. According 
to witnesses, the kite tube flew 15 feet into the air with the decedent and 
then impacted the water. The impact caused a transection ofthe aorta due 
to sudden deceleration ofthe body." 

Additionally, on June 28, 2006, the Justice of the Peace for Jefferson County 
faxed an autopsy report and included a toxicology report which indicated the 
victim's blood alcohol level was .04% (See Attachment #9). 

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION: 

1. Product Type: 
Brand: 
Model Number: 
Manufacturer: 
Retailer: 

Purchase Price: 

2. Product Type: 
Brand: 
Serial Number: 
Year of Boat: 
Retailer: 
Purchase Price 

Kite Tube 
Wega Kite Tube 
53-500 
Sportstuff Incorporated 
Ski Limited 
One Ski Limited Way 
P.O. Box 1000 
Bethel, NC 27812 
$499 

Boat 
Sea Ray 
SERA4458G798 
1998 
Unknown 
Unknown 

The first product is the Wego Kite Tube is yellow, black, red, and white in color and is 10 
foot in diameter. The CPSC investigator in San Francisco was able to locate and obtain 
exemplar pictures ofthe Wego Kite Tube (See Photos 1 through 13). 
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Thank you for assisting us in collecting infonnation on a potential product safeity prablem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product S a f ^ Commissron depends on concerned people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis infwmation, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We rouiindy forwanJ this infonnation to manufactuvers and distributors to infonn them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or bazajds. Manufacturers may need 
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(Date) 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "E - Contact List 

VICTIM 

r-old male 

CONTACT LIST 

•year-old male owner of boat and driver 

45-year-old male spotter 

New Berlin WI 53151 

Friend of victim 
)rive 

Cottage Grove, WI 53527 

Jeff Dautermann - Warden 
Michael Sealander - Warden 
Chris Spaight - Warden 
Department of Natural Resources 
223 E, Steinfest Road 
Antigo, WI 54409 
(715)623-4190 

Vilas County Sheriffs Department 
330 Court Street 
Eagle River, WI 54521 
(715)479-4441 

Paul Tirpe, Coroner 
Vilas County Coroner 
29 forest Drive 
Manitowish Waters, WI 54545 
(715)543-2232 
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I.Task Number 

06O612HCC35B2 

^ . Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 04 30 

2. Investigator's ID 

1951 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 14 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

C Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 33-year-old male was riding a kite tube and was approximately 15-20 feet in the air when the kite tube dived 
suddenly and the victim hit the water. He died of a transection cf the aorta. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

IOA. First Product 

1200 - Sports And Recreational Acti 

8. City 

OI^NGE 

IOB. Trade/Brand Name 

WEGO KITE TUBE 

9. State 

TX 

IOC. Model Number 

53-500 

IOD. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF INCORPORATED 
11213 E. Circle #A 
Omaha,, NE 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

l i e . Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
33 

16. Body Part(s) 
involved 

31 - UPPER TRUNK 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

17. Respondent 

2 - Eyewitness 

20. Attachment(s) 
2 - Documents 

14. Disposition 
8 - Death 

18. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

21. Case Source 
05 - Newspaper 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
62 - Intem. Org. Inj. 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

27 7 0.5 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes # No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
06/28/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
8631 

27. Distribution 
Ingle, Robin L. 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

28. Source Document Number 
X0660330A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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DESCRIPTION OF RESPONDENTS: 

This investigation was assigned based on a news article and was requested to be 
completed on shortened time. The investigative report was obtained from the Texas 
Parks & Wildlife Department. On June 19, 2006, the Justice ofthe Peace who declared 
the victim deceased was contacted for investigative and autopsy reports. On June 21, 
2006, this investigator interviewed the game warden who prepared the accident report. 
On June 23, 2006, this investigator spoke with one of the witnesses (identified as the 
observer on the boat). On June 23, 2006, this investigator made several attempts to 
contact the boat operator and the victim's wife. On June 26, 2006, the attomey for the 
victim's wife retumed the telephone call and provided an interview via telephone. The 
boat operator never retumed this investigator's calls. On June 27, 2006, the responsible 
party with the United States Coast Guard was interviewed. 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS: 

The 33-year-old victim and his 31-year-old wife live in Orange, Texas which is 
approximately two hours east of Houston, Texas. According to the accident investigation 
report, the victim and his wife recently purchased the kite tube and the boat that was 
pulling the water kite tube. The report also indicates that the operator of the boat on the 
day of the incident indicated that the victim had only used the kite tube on one other 
occasion, the day before the incident. 

On Sunday, April 30, 2006, the victim, his wife, and three friends were boating in Sabine 
Lake near the Neches River. According to the accident investigation report, the victim 
and his party were near Stewts Island. The report indicates that the victim owned a 1998 
fiberglass motorboat with a 260 horsepower engine. The boat operator was the victim's 
friend. Another friend ofthe victim, his girlfriend, and the victim's wife were sitting in 
the boat observing the victim on the kite tube. 

Waterway 

. / . : . . . . ; • • ; : . 

" T / -̂ •• i Stewts Island 

m 
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DIAGRAM #1: This diagram shows the boat and who was where in the boat at the time of the 
incident. #1 is the victim on the kite tube, #2 is the driver ofthe boat, #3 is the observer on the 
boat, #4 is the victim's wife, and #5 was a passenger/witness on the boat. 

The operator of the boat told the game warden investigating the matter, that at 
approximately 3:25 p.m. on April 30, 2006, they were boating in Sabine Lake. The 
operator told the warden that they launched the boat at approximately 1:30 in the 
aftemoon. The operator told the warden that at approximately 3:15 p.m., he was driving 
the boat and the victim was on the kite tube. The operator stated that he made one pass 
westbound in front of Stewts Island on the north end of Sabine Lake and tumed around in 
the Neches River and headed eastbound to make another pass in front of the island. 
According to the operator, he was in the deep part of the channel on the north side of 
Stewts Island traveling near full throttle while pulling the victim. The operator estimated 
that he was going approximately 32 miles per hour (mph) and estimated that the throttle 
was at 90% of its full capacity. 

According to the accident investigation report, the operator told the warden that he had 
reached the eastern most end of Stewts Island and he glanced back and saw that the 
victim was airbome on the kite tube and he tumed back around to concentrate on driving 
the watercraft. Seconds later, the operator was informed by the second male friend 
(observer) on the boat that the victim had fallen off the tube and to tum aroimd. When 
they tumed the boat around, the victim was floating face down in the water. 

The report indicates that another boat driven by the brother of the male observer on the 
victim's boat, witnessed the accident and stopped to render aid. The second boat was 
able to reach the victim first and pulled him into their boat. The people on the second 
boat did not observe any vital signs and began administering CPR. The boat then called 
9-1-1 for medical assistance and sped off to Rainbow Marina to meet emergency service 
personnel. 

The operator ofthe boat talked with personnel from the United States Coast Guard at the 
marina and proceeded to ride along with the victim and his wife to the hospital. The 
victim was pronounced dead by the local Justice ofthe Peace at St. Mary's Hospital. 

The report fiirther stated that the game wardens were patrolling Cow Bayou at 
approximately 3:45 p.m. when the victim's boat went speeding by with one white male 
and one white female in the boat. The game wardens pursued the boat at a top speed of 
48 mph until they reached the boat ramp at Highway 87 in Bridge City, Texas. 

At the boat ramp, the game wardens made contact with the male who was driving the 
boat back, but was actually the observer in the boat at the time of the incident. When the 
wardens made contact with the male, he was extremely excited and stated that there was 
an emergency and he had to leave for the hospital. The male told the wardens about the 
accident and who was operating the boat at the time of the incident. The male then left 
the boat mnning in the water and walked up the dock. The wardens thought he was 
retrieving a trailer to remove the boat from the water. The male never retumed, so the 
wardens tumed off the boat and left a business card for them to contact their office. 
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The game wardens contacted the Orange County Sheriffs Office, the Port Arthur Police 
Department, and the Jefferson County Sheriffs Office to inquire as to whether they were 
investigating the incident. All agencies responded in the negative. The dispatcher at the 
Orange County Sheriffs Office contacted the game warden and advised him to contact a 
Lieutenant at the United States Coast Guard (USCG) for more information. 

When the game warden contacted the lieutenant at the USCG, he was informed that a 
USCG patrol boat met the victim's boat at the Rainbow Marina in Port Arthur where the 
victim had been taken to meet up with an ambulance. The patrol boat operators spoke 
with the witnesses and identified the operator ofthe boat. The patrol boat operators noted 
that there was alcohol in the boat, but that the operator ofthe victim's boat did not appear 
intoxicated. Because no law enforcement officei-s were on scene to administer a blood 
alcohol level, none was ever obtained. 

On May 5, 2006, the day after the victim's fimeral, the game warden contacted the 
operator of the boat for an interview. The operator gave an interview and signed a 
written statement. According to the interview, the operator stated that he had not dmnk 
any alcohol on the day ofthe incident. The operator also stated that the boat belonged to 
the victim and he was operating the watercraft so the victim could ride the kite tube. The 
operator told the game warden that the kite tube was designed to lift off the water and 
become airbome. He verified to the warden that he glanced back and saw the victim 
airbome and then tumed his attention back to driving the boat. The operator told the 
warden that the male observer in the boat then informed him that the victim fell and when 
the boat got near the victim, he was face down in the water. The operator stated that 
there was no contact with any other object with the victim except for the water. 

On May 5, 2006, the game warden interviewed the male friend in the boat that was acting 
as the observer. This witness told the warden that the victim was riding a kite tube that was 
designed to catch air when certain speeds were reached. The observer told the warden 
that the victim had the kite tube approximately 15 to 20 feet in the air when the tube 
began a hard nose dive to the left. The observer stated that when the victim fell into the 
water he did not have contact with the tube. The observer told the warden that the victim 
skidded two times on the surface of the water before coming to a stop, The observer 
noticed that the victim was face down and appeared to be unconscious. According to his 
statement to the warden, the victim started waving down a nearby boat which was 
operated by his brother. 

The game warden noted that the weather on the day ofthe incident was clear and the air 
temperature was 85 degrees Fahrenheit and the water temperature was 80 degrees 
Fahrenheit. The warden also noted that the winds were light between 0 and 6 mph and 
the water was choppy. The water depth at the location of the accident was estimated to 
be 40 foot 

The accident investigation report indicates that the victim was wearing a personal 
flotation device at the time of the incident. The warden observed that there were Coast 
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Guard approved flotation devices in the boat that were accessible, but that the passengers 
in the boat were not wearing them. The flotation device used by the victim was classified 
as a Coast Guard approved type HI device. The remaining flotation devices in the boat 
were also type HI devices. 

The warden noted in the accident investigation report that the operator ofthe boat did not 
consume any alcohol or drugs the day of the incident. The victim was reported to have 
consumed three beers in a two hour period prior to the accident and no dmgs. 

The warden concluded his report to say that the cause was accidental in nature due to the 
inexperience of both the boat operator and the victim. Although the boat operator 
reported that he had over 100 hours of boating experience, this particular boat was new. 
The operator told the warden that the kite tube was brand new and they had only used it 
on one prior occasion which was the day before the accident. 

The warden noted in the report because ofthe design of the kite tube, the person riding it 
controls the height ofthe tube by leaning forward or backward. The operator ofthe boat 
only controls the speed ofthe boat and thus the kite tube on the water. The warden noted 
that both parties were inexperienced with the kite tube and were unaware of its inherent 
dangers. 

The game warden stated in his report that this particular piece of equipment is new to the 
market and therefore he is unsure exactly what a safe speed would be to operate it at. He 
understood from witnesses that a safe speed was approximately 25 mph and the boat 
operator was going approximately 32 mph; therefore, he did not think the boat operator 
was acting recklessly or with criminal negligence. 

According to the game warden, he looked at the waming stickers on the kite tube and 
there was a waming sticker indicating that the tube could reach a height of 20 feet in half 
ofa second. 

The game warden noted in the accident investigation report that the autopsy on the victim 
was completed and that "the cause of death was a transection ofthe aorta, a deceleration 
injury caused from the impact of his body with the surface of the water. There was no 
water in the lungs so the victim died upon impact and did not drown, nor was his neck 
broken as early reports suggested." 

On June 21, 2006, this investigator spoke with the game warden that investigated the 
matter. The warden stated that he did not directly witness the matter, but collected 
information for the investigation afterwards. The warden fiirther stated that he viewed 
the kite tube and tow rope at the business of the deceased. When asked, the warden 
stated that he did not obtain any information on the tow rope, nor measurements. He 
stated that it appeared to be a standard ski rope. 

The warden stated that when he called the witnesses, they were hesitant to talk with him 
because an attomey was already involved on behalf of the family. The warden stated 
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after the boat operator contacted the attomey and he spoke with the attomey, the operator 
would then talk with him regarding the investigation. The boat operator told the warden 
that the manufacturer contacted the victim's wife approximately two days after the 
incident. 

The warden told this investigator that the boat operator and the deceased victim were 
business partners and that the boat and kite tube were at the business when he inspected 
them. The game warden stated that the kite tube was deflated when he looked at it and 
that there were numerous waming stickers all over the product. He said that one of the 
waming labels stated that the tube could obtain 20 feet in less than half a second. 

The game warden told this investigator that the witnesses in this matter might not be 
willing to talk as the family has retained an attorney. The warden was finally able to talk 
with two ofthe witnesses, but did not contact the victim's wife as she was extremely 
distraught after the incident. 

On June 23, 2006, this investigator was able to contact the "observer" on the boat and 
spoke to him regarding the incident. This person stated that the victim purchased the kite 
tube over the intemet only a couple of days before they used it. He stated that the victim 
had the product sent ovemight and received it either Friday or Saturday before the 
incident. 

The observer stated that on the first day (Saturday, April 29) everyone used the kite 
tube, but that nobody was getting any "air" and that he found it very difficult to use. He 
stated that the victim even found it difficult to use. and told the oUiers he was going to 
watch the video that night before trying the kite tube the next day. The observer stated 
that the kite tube kept folding over and that it was wobbly. He stated that when inflated, 
it was over 10 foot in diameter. 

Prior to using the kite tube the following day, the victim told the others that it was all 
about technique and that by watching the video he realized that it was more than just 
hanging on. 

The observer told this investigator that the next day, the victim was the only person to use 
the kite tube and he was attempting the second pass when the accident occurred. The 
observer stated that the victim had the kite tube in the air and that it suddenly veered to 
the victim's left (the observer's right) and that the kite tube tumed upside down right 
before it hit the water. He stated that the victim let go ofthe kite tube immediately before 
it hit the water and was face down when the boat got back to him. 

When this investigator asked about the boat that was being used, the observer stated that 
the victim owned it less than a month. He further stated that the victim sold his old boat 
the Friday before Easter to the observer's brother. 

When asked about the tow rope that was used, the observer stated he believed it was 
about 60 foot long and that it was the rope that came with the kite tube. He stated that 
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there were three colors to the rope and that each section was approximately 20 feet long. 
He stated that at the time ofthe incident, all three colors were attached and that is why he 
estimates the length at 60 feet. He did not know the brand of the tow rope and only 
understood it to be the one that came with the kite tube. 

This investigator asked about his relationship with the victim, and the observer stated that 
he has known the victim for a long time and that he is the same age as his sister and the 
victim lived with his family for some time while he (the observer) was growing up. He 
stated that he uhimately went to work for the victim at his maintenance shop, however, 
after the victim's death; the shop was unable to stay open and has since closed. 

This investigator asked about the location ofthe product and the observer stated that they 
went and picked it up from the Coast Guard and it was stored at the victim's shop, 
however, everything has been cleaned out and he is unsure where the product is. 

On June 23, 2006, this investigator left messages for both the driver ofthe boat and the 
victim's wife to retum a telephone call. 

On June 26, 2006, the attomey for the victim's wife retumed the telephone call. At this 
time, the victiin's wife is still very distraught over the incident; therefore, the attorney of 
record was interviewed in this matter. The attorney stated that the victim purchased the 
item online from skilimited.com. The attomey believed that the victim purchased the 
item for about $499. 

According to the attomey, the victim is a water enthusiast and he has grown up on the 
water and has always done lots of water sports activities. The attomey knows the victim 
well and considers his family good friends. According to the attomey, the victim is very 
physically fit and has no physical limitations. The attomey did not know the victim's 
weight, but stated that he was well over six foot tall. Additionally, the attomey stated 
that the victim owned a constmction business and since the death of the victim, the 
family has begun to shut the business down as no one else is capable of running the 
business. 

When asked about the tow rope that was used, the attomey stated that the tow rope came 
with the kite tube. He verified the observer's statement that the rope came in different 
lengths and fiirther said that the rider would put the length based on how high he wanted 
the kite tube to go. 

The attomey said that the victim and his friends first tried the kite tube on that Saturday 
after watching the video. The attomey stated that he was told that everyone had difficulty 
on the kite tube and the victim watched the video again after that day. 

According to the attorney and verified by this investigator, on April 28, 2006, the kite 
tube by this manufacturer was named the 2006 sports product ofthe year by the Sporting 
Goods Manufactures Association. This was broadcast on Fox news under "Fox and 
Friends." According to the attomey this is where the victim first saw the product and he 

^ \ 
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ordered it online that day and received it the next day on April 29, 2006, which is when 
he first used the product. 

The attomey is very concemed about the product being advertised as the sports product 
ofthe year since it appears the product is very unstable. The attomey stated that there are 
too many variables and that the rider has no control. He stated that something as a slight 
gust of wind can throw the rider off and slam the kite tube with the rider back into the 
water. The attomey stated that the kite tube is unreasonably dangerous even if it is used 
as intended by the manufacturer. 

The attomey stated that the victim's family has filed suit against the manufacturer and the 
seller. According to the attomey, neither party has yet to respond to the lawsuit. 

The attomey told this investigator that the kite tube is a brand new product out on the 
market and that he believes it only became available about Febmary or March of this 
year. He also stated that he understood that the National Park Service at Lake Powell has 
banned the use ofthese kite tubes because they are so dangerous. On June 26, 2006, the 
CPSC investigator in San Francisco provided this investigator the document filed on June 
15, 2006, in which a law enforcement specialist with Glen Canyon National Park in 
Utah/Arizona submitted a reqiiest to prohibit kite tubing in that area (See Attachment #6). 

On June 26, 2006, this investigator researched the on-line company where the victim 
purchased the kite tube. The kite tube is listed as no longer available. This investigator 
called the on-line company and inquired about availability ofthe kite tube. The customer 
service representative stated that these specific kite tubes are no longer available. He said 
that they sold what they had and the manufacturer stated there were no more available at 
this time. 

On June 27, 2006, this investigator spoke with a lieutenant from the United States Coast 
Guard. This lieutenant stated that they were not the first responders and that they arrived 
after the victim was in the ambulance being transported to the hospital. He said they 
contacted the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department to determine if they were going to 
take jurisdiction. The lieutenant stated that a U.S. Coast Guard boat spotted the kite tube 
floating in the water after the accident and retrieved it and the following day, the victim's 
friends picked it up. The lieutenant stated that they did not generate an official report in 
this matter. 

On June 27, 2006, the attomey for the victim's family e-mailed this investigator the 
Plaintiffs Original Petition (See Attachment #7) that indicates the family and estate is 
suing the kite tube manufacturer, the on-line company that sold the kite tube, and the boat 
operator. Given the boat operator's status as a defendant in this matter, this investigator 
ceased her attempts at contacting him since he was hot retuming previous telephone calls. 

On June 28, 2006, the game warden faxed over the autopsy report on the victim which 
indicates that the cause of death was transection of aorta with left hemothorax (See 
Attachment #8). The autopsy report stated that there was 1,200 milliliters of free and 

/ ^ n 
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clotted blood within the left chest cavity. The report also indicates that there were no 
fractures ofthe cervical spine. The autopsy stated that the victim was 71 Vz inches tall 
and weighed 225 pounds. The pathological findings on the victim were: 

1. Transection of aorta. 
2. Left hemothorax (1,200 milliliters of blood). 
3. Mild to moderate atherosclerotic coronary artery disease. 

The medical examiner also placed a comment at the end of the report which stated: 

"The decedent was being towed behind a boat on a kite tube. According 
to witnesses, the kite tube flew 15 feet into the air with the decedent and 
then impacted the water. The impact caused a transection ofthe aorta due 
to sudden deceleration ofthe body." 

Additionally, on June 28, 2006, the Justice of the Peace for Jefferson County 
faxed an autopsy report and included a toxicology report which indicated the 
victim's blood alcohol level was .04% (See Attachment #9). 

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION: 

1. Product Type: 
Brand: 
Model Number: 
Manufacturer: 
Retailer: 

Purchase Price: 

2. Product Type: 
Brand: 
Serial Number: 
Year of Boat: 
Retailer: 
Purchase Price 

Kite Tube 
Wega Kite Tube 
53-500 
Sportstuff Incorporated 
Ski Limited 
One Ski Limited Way 
P.O. Box 1000 
Bethel, NC 27812 
$499 

Boat 
Sea Ray 
SERA4458G798 
1998 
Unknown 
Unknown 

The first product is the Wego Kite Tube is yellow, black, red, and white in color and is 10 
foot in diameter. The CPSC investigator in San Francisco was able to locate and obtain 
exemplar pictures ofthe Wego Kite Tube (See Photos 1 through 13). 

^ • ) \ \ 
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PHOTO #1: This photo shows the outside ofthe exemplar box from the fi-ont. 

• SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
• 11213 E Circle, Suite A 
• Omaha, NiE 68137 USA 
• Tel: 402*592.9085 
• Fax: 402.592.1354 

• MADE IN CHIN A 
H Cum 
• 888. 
H fntfti 
• »>ttf» 
• E<cru 

Cwtlom«r S«Nrvic«: 
888.814.8833 
fntetiMrt Address: 
|tttf»:^Snnivw.sport««tuffxdm 
Cmallt cM«tofiwcar«^»port»attrff.com 

PHOTO #2: This photo identifies the manufacturer of the kite tube and that it was made in 
China. 

The manufacturer's web site provides the following details on the kite tube: 

/ i l l 
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• 120 inch inflated di«08ter (10 foot) with Wanted sancer confimiratioii 
» w a lull both nyioa dooMs skin c o m wHh PU coatisi 
• ComiiutariaHf double stitched sewing 
• itylon zippered (Hwnlngs for bladder To«HtlDn and acyusfaoest 
• Multiple medi drain ports, b8^tacked 
• TWO iwavy-diity PVC Uaddeis^oter ting and slott iM cockpit 
• Reinforced towing system with molded atemlnBm cannecttf i w 

quick tow n>p8 connection 
• Sqjtead safety valves for fast easy iBflaUoo/deflatfoa 
• Parallel slotting system with n o e ^ ^ footsteps m d neoptene paddbn 
for comfortable font, knee, and leg ase , ; 

• 8 padded noB<4lip hmdtes with knuckle guwd . - -^'; ,' 
• Heavystuty starttng leash with easy grip s p o i ^ bsdis. 
• Refiecthre Safety piplBg on aH bandies and on the o u t s i t top t ^ l i q . 
•Vulable loops hHfnse of detechabteleash^ . ^ -2 
*Pe«air8mtc see tbiwndt doable windows ' , - . . ^ s 
• Segnmted tow n ^ te.lneluded ad los t ^e lengUi style '• ; ;̂-

4^a;«5footlefflgtl»t ^ ' j - ' _ > , - " ' '• ; . , - ' 
• High visibility. bilTbond sty le red and yiAlew watei^mts s d ^ c o i m -" 

with checkHtoatd and cantioo accent striping -

PHOTO #3. This photo shows the features that the manufacturer advertises for this product. 

"120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration 
840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating 
Computerized double stitched sewing 
Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 
Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked 
Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit 
Reinforced towing system with molded aluniinum connector for easy quick 
connection 
Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation 
Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for 
comfortable foot, knee, and leg use 
8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard 
Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls 
Reflective Safety piping on all handles and on the outside top taping 
Variable loops for detachable leash use 
Panoramic see through double windows 
Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included 
High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with 
checkerboard and caution accent striping 
Instructional DVD, tow rope, and starting leash included." 

/S20 
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1EG0 10FT. KITE TUBE 

Model # 53-5000 

':^««29SQSl!0051 S»W5 

PHOTO #4: This photo shows the manufacturer's model number and the UPC code. 

•., . ' i . . " ' . f " ', 
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PHOTO #5: This photo shows the top view ofthe product packaging. 

GUARANTEE: Sportsstuff, Inc. warrants, to the original purchaser 
only, that their high performance products wheii used foir riormat̂ .̂  
recreational purposes are free hiont defects in mateiial and; 7^ \̂ ' 
workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from date of purchase.' 
FOR PROMPT PARTS REPLACEMENT, CONTACT SPORTSSTOFF. ,t 
DIRECTLY AT 888.814.8833: REPLACEMENT PARTS ARE SHiPJPJEO 
WITHIN 48 HOURS OF NOTIFICATION MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY. 
DO NOT RETURN IT TO YOUR DEALER. ' F", 

• " - / r i - . - " • 
ATTENTION: 
Read all warnings and instructions provided with th is 
product prior to use. DO NOT DISCARDI/ 7 ^cr.f. ^̂  
Designs featured In photography subji»ct to varfatJon^ 

WARNING: Not a Lifesaving Device. 
Never Leave Children Unattended. 
Use Only Under Competent Supervision. 

\ • . - - ' - : 

PHOTO #6: This photo shows the guarantee for the product. 
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KITE TUBE USER 
Release of Liabil i ty: 

Sy. esj^amUktg end infla^ra the Kite Tube, you agree 
Ihat you hava lead and imoarstand the enbra 
Spottssluffs product mam»y, iiy^uding aU ir^tructions 
^«d w a r t ^ r ^ ocihtaJned in that material prior to using 
the Kite TUbe.'VbtJ ack^tionaBy £ )̂ree that you \ ^ enstae 
any adtfittonil or si;A3««quent users (^ the Kite TUbe wifl 
read « x i understand ̂ ie entire o>NTief̂  manual. Misuse 
or innpixHier use of the K3te T\it>e couid result in risks, 
dangks and hazards whlclt rnay lestA in serious ir^tny 
or deadh. The risks aixi (larnors mat rrtay be enoourtered 
INough the improper Itse ofthe Kite I U M can be avoided 
h f r e i t i ^ and fbSowing the waming guidelines listed 
v^tt\$n the ownei^ rnanuai and by proper use of tiie Kite 
TUtoe. Vbur a s s e n t and tise of this product shaO t>e 
evidence of youri^i^eement to the fullest extent 
permuted t:^ iavv; to proper^ foHow the distnictions «xJ 
abkle tyy the wanungs set f>rth within tt>e>x}duct 
masnaL Vbur assemc>ly and use of the iOteTube ^)afl 
aSso constttute a release, to the extent pwi^ ted by iaw> 
tjy you and lay any t t^d party pennitted tiy you to iise, 
In any tmemer, the Kfte Tube, to S^portsstufl from miy 
and a i SabiHty for m y toss, danage, ir^oy and/or 
egqpense theft you or any user of the Khe Ttrae mey suffer 

- as a restft of the use t» the Kite TiA>e. Ttss nei^se ^ « d 
extend to «rw loss, dsons^e, ir^i»y or expense due to 
aaty cause v«ra^tsoev«; flx^tiding f>e^^ence or t>n»ch 
of cor^tract on the part of ^port^tuff arNyor any party 
iMtftb^pa^m «n ttw de^gn «>d/or rnsow^cture <» the 
Kile 7tA>a. The terms of this release sh£^ t>e ^act ive 
and iMKJIng ̂ p()n you. yow-IM«S, next t^ kin, executt:^ 
aeter^nlsdiators, asskptt and representatives.'VbtA-
asseiTaa^ and use ofthe f3teTiA>e^iaaioty>^tuteyoty 
agreemtfnfttoasstaneaixi^«e{rt»TyoraJknownor 

< W39crayamf«sk5Cfkviny to \ « u a n d ^ to thud parties 
. d«tM|i9)jGheuseollheiCteTiA>e.S^>ortsstuffandr^ted 
' }wrti«sNrwe not inratie and hereby ejqxKssly deny any 

oialorwifllaniepresenftG^tsn and^ar««mEutt^ flx^cl^ 
wanainJIy for a partSoJlar purpose, other than « 4 ^ is set 
f n ^ twrein arai ̂  the S^XMlssbjITs IQte Tli>e manuai 

ii^aasjQS O SportsstuS, tnc, 200S-

PHOTO #7: This photo shows the warning and release of liability statement that the 
manufacturer placed on the packaging. 
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PHOTO #9: This photo shows the outside ofthe packaging and indicates that a DVD is included 
along with a tow rope. 

PHOTO #10: This photo shows the statement by the manufacturer about how the product can 
reach incredible heights. 

/SA^ 
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PHOTO #11: This photo fi-om the exemplar packaging shows partial instructions on how to ride 
the kite tube and that there is an instructional DVD along with the product. 

r « 

-rf^Z 

MOW DO i Fli lPI^ITE TUB 
T!i8 Kite lulu! Is ridden unlike any alhet tcwaile on the market. In order (o kite a twe the water (or sustained amounts of nme. 
i ceitain emount ot practice i t required. Sejinnen will benefit greatu by following the directions explained rn ttie meloded 
Initractlonel DVD and owner's manual. To Kite, you begin by pulling the front ot the tube up *.tlt the racluded starting tosh. 
Osia you reach pianing speed, you can po« fhe Iront ot the Kite Tube up even more to a 45 degree angle, so only the back part 
ot the tub* is touching the water. Once in this position, you bop silghtly while holding oo to the tube. 8y hepp>n« the Kite Jbl« 
•«m tecorne light and the rear ot the tabe wiH leave Ihe «»ater and yow Kiting eiperience begins. With a good amooof of piacuce, -
yonni be able to hover slightly above Ihewatef s surfaee lor minutes al a time! This is only a brief eiplanatioa of how the kite 
tabe Is riJ^en. Be sure to read ali instructions and warnings prior to riding. Eipwiencs safe Kiting! 

PHOTO #12: This photo from the exemplar packaging gives a statement on how to "fly" the kite 
tube. 

/ ^A 
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PHOTO #13: This photo shows more ofthe exemplar packaging for the kite tube. 

The second product is a 1998 Sea Ray motorboat. The boat is 20'10" long and made of 
fiberglass. The hull is white and the serial number for the boat is SERA4458G798. 
There was a 260 hp engine on the boat. 

One of the witnesses told this investigator that the victim only recently purchased the 
boat approximately one month before the incident. 

SAMPLE COLLECTION; 

None. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Identity of Respondents 
2. Authorization of Name Use 
3. Texas Parks & Wildlife Accident Investigation Report 
4. SportsstuffWego Kite Tube Owner's Manual 
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5. Sportstuff Towable Owner's Manual 
6. Glen Canyon National Park Restriction Proposal 
7. Plaintiffs Original Petition 
8. Autopsy Report 
9. Toxicology Report 

/̂ TAy 



IDENTITY OF RESPONDENTS: 

Brian Mazzola on behalf o 
Attomey Representing the 
490 Park Street #210 
Beaumont, Texas 77704 
(409) 832-1957 

2. Ryan Hall 
Game Warden 
Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 
5550 K Eastex Freeway 
Beaumont, Texas 77708 
(409) 892-8666 

3. Brad (LNU) 
Customer Service Representative 
Ski Limited 
One Ski Limited Way 
P.O. Box 1000 
Bethel, NC 27812 
(252)321-7925 

4. The Honorable Tom Gilliam 
Justice ofthe Peace 
Jefferson County 
525 Lakeshore Drive 
Port Arthur, Texas 77640 

Witness (Observer) on Boat 

Orange, Texas 77611 
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amily 

Orange, Texas 77630 

7. Lt. Steven Stowers 
United States Coast Guard 
2901 Turtle Creek Drive 
Port Arthur, Texas 77462 
(409)719-5060 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record of this infomiation, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

YES 

(Signature) (Date) 

Per the attomey for the family ofthe victim, release of name is not authorized. 

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: http://www.cpsc,gov 

AA 
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a WATERCRAFT ACdDEhTT 
• DwtMMNG wvesnGKnoN 

PAGE 
l o f 

REPORT fAlMBS* 

wvEerncMvn OFFICER 
re«wL.ttofl 

ACCajBtTDATE 

04/300006 
POFWSK 

Sunday 
TIUEOFACC. 

3:18 pm 
DATE/TMENOnHED TNEARRVEO 

WA 
SOURCE OF CALL 
Sh0TtfFB Oept 

TyPEOFACCDEHT 

WatefSWina 
« MJURED 

D 
»MSS»I6 

0 
«vE8sas 

1 
PnOP.DMtAQB 
a m QVES 

oisr. FROM SH(»E<sfEiapr 
6H0(£1 

600 f t 

BODY OF WATER 

sat>to«L8k0 
APfwx. vmrt» OF W T̂ERVWVV 

1200 ft. 

AEMTALVeSsSr 
a NO a VE5 

LfeNOTH 
20*10-

V^SEL REB. OK DOC IWL 

TXM41JC 

|40. PBI. 0>i BOARD 

5 

VE5SB.MANUFACTE1) 

ENGINE iliM<£~ 
N/A 280 

vEsaa-TyFE 
Hotorlibat 

EN6INETVPE | EKfifNEYEAR 
I/O N/A 

HUUuMAT^RlALS HUaCOLOR{8) 

Whtt« 
HW 

aSM4468e7S8 
cntCLE M L bWAGEO AREAS (CH<X>SE CORRECT VESSEL CONFI&URATON} 

IMmAL)Mf«CTAHEA#Htt ''*VWreWLiN£ 
\ » \ a | 4 l S l _ . 2 \ t » | 4 » S | - , 1410WES OPm. EST. SPEED 

0FVES5EL 
3 2 MPH 

EST.TMROml" 
posmoN 
s o %OFFUU. 

OPER.Posniat« 
3 

OPERAnON OP •^SSB. ATTlUE OF ACCVEHT 

a CRUISWa(OHPlAHO DPtOWBilGtBOWei.EVATEQ) 

D IDLE SPEED Q AT ANCHOR 

Q Of^FTtHG a DOCKWS MANEUVER 

Bl WATERSKINQ Q OTJffiR: 

TIME ON WATER PRECEOIMO ACCIDGCrr 

C 3 

INSWgpgn iO QVES P0LLAR6Sr.aAMAa6TQV68^L<0.qp 

1S-V\mDSHIELD 
1»«UmED 

1»n<UJN0DAMAfi£ 

•ESCRIBE OAUAfiE N / A 

ENQINE MAKE ENfilNEHP 

OPER. EST. SPEED 
OFVESSEL 

MPH 

ENOfNETYPE 1 ElUOmEVEAR 

EST.-niROTTLE 
POSITION 

worpuu-

OPER. posmoN 

OPBRATIOH OF VessSLATTlyiE OF ACCIDENT 

• CRUISNe (ON PLANE) C>UW«Ne(BOlWEtEVATEO) 

Q IDl£ SPEED • AT ANCHOR 

D ORIFTWe • tiOCKlNI3MM<eUVER 

D WATHISMNG • OTHER: 

TIM^ON WATER P^ECEIltNQ ACCIDE)^ 

CmCLEALLOAMABED AREAS (CHOdsE CORRECT VESSEL CONFWURATKIN) 

INTTIAL IMPACT AREA # 

' 

' " / l l ( T O M I " 

INSURED QNO QYBS OOUAR EST. DWIASE TO VESSEL. 

1»«EI.0W 
WATERLME 

14^0WGR 

uienpRop. 
IS-WflVDSNIEU} 
1&«URNE0 
17.SUMK 
tS^UJNO aWAGB 

DESCRIBE OAMAGE 

vt v t 
Bl • imOERSOHRS. 
• O 2fiTO10Q HOURS 
D a OVERlOONOy 
• • WKWOVlW.. 

INVESTIOATINSaFFI 

UNDER 2D HOURS 
20TO IDD HOURS, 

a OVER 100 HOURS ^ r̂ 
O NONE 

d a USOGAUX. 
. • TCXAS BOATER ED. 
P p UNKNOWN 
a • OTTIER 

REVIEi/vED AND APPROVED 

OFL£000-047(D«AW) 
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ACCIDENT iNVESTiGAiiON REPORT (CONTINUED) 

CODES FOR INV(».VEMEMr 
0-OPERATOR 
p~ PASSENGER 
W-WfTNESS 
SK-WATERSQEH 
SW-smWMMER 
SC-SCUBA OWEH 
OR-DROVWEOVICTM 

CODES FOR HflJRY 
l-NOrMPPARUir 
2 'MNOR 
a-MOttfiRATe 
4 'S I I IOUS 
S-FATAL 
5-

C^ 1 ^ 

. ^ ^ 

OI^ONAUUSBPOTTfebraiMaVlirhlAHkOl^TOSmiCATEMOVEMEWTOFPABSEMaEI^ 

POST ACC. RELATION TO VESSEL 
l-REMHtNS ABOARD 
2 - EJECTED OVERBOARD 
3-LEAVES VESSEL 

VQW)NTARIl.Y 
4-TRAPPeD IN OVERIURIO 

VESGB. 
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fl-UNKNOWN 
1 'iNAOeOUATE NUMBER OP PFD-» ON BOARD 
2-APPROWD, ACCESSIBLE. USEO 
S -APPROVED, ACCESSIBLE. KOT USEO 
4-APPRCIUED, NOT ACCeSSmiB, NOT USED 

Unkiwwn 

B- NOT APPROVED, ACCESSIBLE, VS&> A -TYPtf I 
6-NOTAPPnaVEO,ACCESSIBLE. NOT USEO S-TYPBO 
7-NOTAPPR0VBD^N0rACCESSlBL£.MOTUaa> C-TyPCU 
8^N<>PF(niONBaiARD.NONEUSBUAVAlLABLE D-TYPEtV 
9-OTHER E-TYPEV 

F-SNBELT 
Q-tNFlATABLE 
H-OTHER 
1-NOtC 
J-UNKNOWN 

H O B P t T A l O n c U N K 

St. Mary^ Hospital, Port Arthw, Terns 
tHD.0 DESCRIPTION Of^ (WJURiV 

CODES FOR BELOW 
1-TREATED AND REUEASEO 
Z - A O M I I T E D 
3 --mANSFERRED TO OTHER HOSprAl. 
4 - REFUSED TRCATlieMT 

Oseeaswf 
"eSET 

QFUOOtHMT {0SA4) 
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3 Z d S 0 B 6 3 l B # 6 / !• 

WEATWER 

SCUMR 
CLOUDY 

D F O Q 
DRAIN 
aSNOW 
DHAZY 

WATERTEttP" 

VWIfcHDt^'H 
§2 FT 

WSMO 
DI|gCTK3W:Sqidl> ' 

n HOH& 
B LlGHrjMIMPHl 
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On/4Hi»30 20061. Sr fB Game Warden Ryan L Hall and Wchael Keeney were patroffing Cow Bayou for water safety 
Violations We obseved a wWte Sea Ray Inboard diapteving »*» »a^»fation mimbeis TX 8541 JC occupied by one vwhha 
nude and one whfte female speed past ow patrol boat mdilte the flashing blue SgHsvwre activated. Wft pursued the boat at 
a top speed of aw>ro»clmate1y 48 mph uf* l w reached the boat (Bmp al Hwwy 87 h BrIdgB cay. ^ 

When we made contect wiOi tho white male idenSied h'sneeir as M H M M I i He appeawd exlrameJy excited and staled 
Biathe hadan emerganty and had to Iseve right away. I asked lum to explain and heincticatedlhat he and somefiiendB 
ware pulling ̂ ^ • • • M B t B T a tube by Stewts Istend andhefel! off and was unconsdoua andunr^ionslve. I asked If 
he had been opwaMi^ the boats! the time of the accident He indcatedttiat a person named M M H ^ t e d b e e n operating 
tha boat at thattime. He sad that authorib'es hsKl met Otem at Rainbow Madna in Prat Arthur and Q i a t ^ H H H i i a d ridden 
cn tha ambiance vuilti the v idni . Hunt then leR t to boat mnning and walked up to wheiti hjs vahide w»s parlted and we 
t h o i ^ ^ he waa going to back down and load the b o ^ onto Iha traier. Instead tie IcA the boat in the water « id went to the 
hospital. I turned off the nratair and left my btisineaa card for theinio call nieiMth more infonnadon. 

I made several phone calls to ensure that someorw woe investigaling the acddent aiKf share the Infomiation I had with 
them. Nobody t made contact with such as Poit /Uthur P.D. Oianae County SO., and Jeffeiaon County S.O. had any 
Intormation about the accident or which hospital the victim and operetn- went to. (left word wKh the dspatehar at Orange 
County S.O. to call me V she head a i y l h ^ elaa. She called later 9nrt evening witti infioimation Itam the U.S. Coast Guard 
and asked me to Gsdl a Lieutenant Stowers for more tnformation. 

Liaufwiant Sfowers atWtaed that one of hispatiol boats arrived at tne Rainbow Marina where tha vicOm had been taken to 
m e s t w ^ «BT ambuiance shortiy afterthe t>oat carying the victim arrived. Ho stated that hia men spoke with witnesses on the 
aoena and identifled the operator of the vessel e s H j ^ ^ ^ ^ H i n d the vicbm a ^ H J I ^ ^ ^ H He had a phone number 
^ H B H H Heata|gmjathl8men(fid not i raOetnSra lna aiapeaied intoKlcated. but ttiat they did atisen/e^oohdi toi 
the b r a ^ t e S i e d t h a f l H p t with the ambuianoe and fhe v'lctmi to tii^iospltaL I asked if anyone from law enforcement 
had twsn on-soene to order a mandatory blood specimen ba taken f r o r H ^ and he Indk;af8d that there was not A Uood 
spedmen to test ftafalcohalvi>asTM>t taken from M B J W ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

On May 5.2006, the day after fhe funarai scrvioes for flHHHHI' c o n t a c t a d ^ H ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ H f b r en infaiviaw. 
He agreed to ttwinten^Bw arid gave a written stafernentaftheewSiteviS transpired at ttiatl^ Hestated 
that he had not been drinkH^g any alcohol on the day of the acddent. I ie stated that they had launched the twat at 
moroxjriKrtely 1:30 pm sAer attending church seivk»s. Ha stated that at approodmatBly 3:16 pm he was operatiffo James 

• ^ ^ ^ I b o a i t h a t he had)ust lecenfly puidiased. He was pulling H H i | | | | B n a brand new Wego Kite-Tube tiiat they had 
used on one occadOn the day before. He atateJ that he had made one pass westbound In front of Stswts Island on the 
north end of Sabine Lake and tiMned around In the Neches rover and heacfad eastbound to make oidiher pasa in front of the 
Island. Ha stated ttnt he was In the deep part of t t e channel on the north aide d Staufis latand traveino nearfiiH thfx>tlle 
which was approximately 32 mph w h i l e p u f f i i M l | H I | Hestated that wtien he reached the eaatenwnoslend of Stewts 
ISIBTKI ha otanoedbeclc and saw ttat H B | | ^ a ? M n i e « H h e Kite-Tuba. He stated that seconds later his observer and 
p a s M n g c f l H H I s M s e d him to tum around I h a t ^ ^ H l had fallen off the Ktte-Tube. He stated that I ^ ^ ^ H a s 
fhiatlnglbce-down in the water uitconsdous. He advisad that another boat witnessed the acddort a i d g o t . t o ^ ^ ^ | p n i 1 
and they were abta to get him ontnaid the boat He staled that Ihey did not ottsarve any vital signs but CPR was 
admlnieterad on the way to the Rainbow Marina after caWng 011. He stated that he falkied mth the U.S. Coast GuanJ at the 
Marina and left with ihe ambutanoe c a n y i o g B H B i ^ ^ ^atod thatHJJHHwas pronounced dead at S t Nterys Hospital 
in Port Arthur. Texas, by Justice of theP^raGi i i f f inr 

On May 5,200S. eAer i r tenr iemng^^Hl contacted l u M B M i M l o r an intenflgw. He agreed to an Interview and gave 
a written statement as weU. He s t ^ e c M M t ttie m o m e n ^ H ^ m i M H t H H | | H o s e suddenly on the IGta-Tube 
approxanale^jM&^Ofeet into ihe air. He stated that Ihe t u b e b e ^ i ? unstable at that height and began a hard dfva to the 
left s l a m m i n f l l H H down Into the wsatar. Ha staled that • • • k i o u n o f f i l off of the suifaca of fhe water approdmately 2 
times and siddded acraaa the suifaoe of the water. He stated that he was then floating facedown unoonsclous in the water. 
He tteted that he had oonBumed about one beer before the acddent but he stabNl t h a t M B b d not been dtinJcing at aH. 
^ ^ o t f ^ M i n m e | m v e the names of the ottier pasaBngere on board which condsted on U M B B B B M t h e victims wife, and 
H H H ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ m t f r i e n d . They aFso stated that thane w«e no objects in the water t\Cf any olher boats In the nearby 
vk;inlly O i a t ^ ^ ^ H o u i d have Ht to cause his death. 

orL2ooo«4T (osno 
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Afler interviewing the w^Bsses on faoanlH^p tioat, witnesses that observed a portion of the acddent from the 
beash (Hi Stewts Island, and ctmsuWr^ the autopsy report I lave concluded fhte Invesfigafiort. Because of tha design of the 
Wego-Mts-Tubathe person rUing on the tube contrdsthe h e i ^ o f t h o tube ovartfid wdter by leankQ forwaid or backward. 
Therafors the ody input that the opeiator of (he vessel has is the speed at whKh it is being puBedwd staying dear of any 
Qtiwr Obstades or vessels in the water, in Site case; both the operator arKl the person riding the iOte-Tidis were 
inocpertenced because it wsn a new piece of et^ipmerl Thsy had ridden on it to* ttie Ibst time the pievious tiay without 
incident and were unaware 0^ ite mherent dangers. Because this is a newpieceoT e^ipment to the market, i do not know 
what is a safe qwed to puK this equipment beMnd a boat itisrnyuiHJer«(midnsthaytfsrecQnmtended that the Kite-Tube 
bepulkKlappra:dmsdeiy25inphtoread>Fdaningspeed. Therefore ido not think thad^'>'^<H>«raang the vessel 
reddessiy or with crimind negligence in this case. I also do not beieve that dcahd was a facbtf in this acddoit, however I 
do regret not <}dngabte to Intenriisw the opeiator after the accident to datermina If a Uood sample was wananted. There are 
mu^ptewemingstickerBontheKil»*Tubeil9elf. orie of whk4i indicates that the tutw can m i o a height <rf 20 feet in haffofa 

second. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Thaautoptvi^iortonHHHHiindicdteBlhecauaeordeathasatransectkui ofthe aorte, a dece^^uUnjury 

caused fnam the iinpact of Na body with ihe surfiace <d the water. Thoe was no water in the lungs E ( : | H | ^ H e d upon 
impact and eftd not rftown, nor wae hia node broken as earty reports suggested. 

tn my opinion ̂ s aoddeni is Ow result of inexperience w ^ a new piece tf eqidpment on the part ofthe vrcQm and the 
ope^^rof theboat I also have oonowns as (o the overall safdy of the Wego-Kite-Tube for use on public watar asthereis 
no Iffnit to ttte height at wlilcb it can attain or how fast ii will decellaiate after adtaintng (hat h e i ^ . No criminal charges have 
baen filad aa a result jiHti^lnvBst^ation 
INVESDQAT*^ OFFICl REVIEWED AND APPROVED 
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TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT 
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TEXAS PARKS & WILDUFE DEPARTMENT 
VoLUNTARY STATEMENT 

r o SUBMIT A DlAQRAil OH NEXT PAGE. IF APPUCABLE 
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^ 

3tn M^j ^r^ijo?^ 

I have readAmitton die above statement consisting of 1 pages atKl attest that it is a true and 
accurate account of the ev6nt(8) which took place on A ^ Y H ^ 3 ^ Z-^^tg, ^ ^ 

that tNs statement vi»s given by me fteety and voluntarily, without fear or threat or promise of rewanl. 
I M T N E ^ 
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N O f l - " " ^ M ^ * ^ TfiJBimMfT il DUIIMAM ON NEXT PACE, W A P P U C / ^ U B " 
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/ K OLf-
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amff ^nk^rs . 

1 have Tead/wHtien the above statement consisting of I pages and attest that it is a true and 

accurate account of the eveTit(&) which tooic pia(» on 
that ^ is st^}Knent was given by me freely and vohintarfiy, vi^out fear or threat or promise of reward. 
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WEGO KITE TUBE OWNER'S MANUAL 
Important information is enclosed in thia manual. Please read these materials 

prior to assembling and using this product Keep for future reference. 

For questions on assembly, parts or warranty, contact the experts at 
Sportsstuff. DO NOT RETURN this product to the storel 

Contact us TOLL FREE: 888-814-8833 (USA) (8am-5pm, CST Monday-Friday) 

Congratulations on your new towabie purchase! Sportsstuff prides itself in maidng the 
most innovative inflatable products on the planet Your h i ^ perfomiance towable is 
designed to provide an exciting and unique riding exp^ience for the v^ole family. 

AWARNING A 
A RELEASE OF LIABILITY . 

By assembling and inflating the Kite Tube, you agree tliat you have read 
and understand the entire Sportsstuff's product manual, including all 
instructions and warnings contained In that material prior to using the 
Kite Tube. You additionally agree that you will ensure any additional or 
subsequent users of the Kite Tube will read and understand the entire 
owner's manual. Misuse or Improper use of ths Kits Tube could result In 
risks, dangers and hazards which may result in serious injury or death. 
The rislis and dangers that may be encountered through the improper 
use of the Kite Tube can be avoided by reading and following the warning 
guidelines listed within the owner's manual and by proper use of the Kite 
Tube. Your assembly and use of this product shall be evidence of your 
agreement, to the fullest extent permitted by law, to properly follow the 
instructions and abide by the wamings set forth within the product manual. 
Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube shall also constitute a release, to 
the extent permitted by law, by you and by any third party permitted by 
you to use, in any manner, the Kite Tube, to Sportsstuff from any and all 
liability for any loss, damage, injury and/or expense that you or any user 
of the Kite Tube may suffer as a result of the use of the KHe Tube. This 
release shall extend to any loss, damage, injury or expense due to any 
cause whatsoever. Including negligence or breach of contract on the part 
of Sportsstuff and/or any party participating in the design and/or manufac
ture of the Kite Tube. The terms of this release shall be effective and 
binding upon you, your heirs, next of kin, executors, administrators, 
assigns and representatives. Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube 
shallconstltute your agreement to assume and accept any or all known 
or unknown risks of injury to you and/or to third parties through the use 
of the Kite Tube. Sportsstuff and related parties have not made and here
by expressly deny any oral or written representation and/or warranty. 
Including warranty for a particular purpose, other than what is set forth 
herein and in the Sportsstuffs Kite Tube manual. 

/ > -
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A KITE TUBE DESCRIPTION A 

Away Wego! "Kite Tubing", the mystery of flying, becomes a reality. The 
KiteTube creates an air pocket on the under caniage bottom that 
enables lift via ground effect and the aerodynamic shape. Be prepared to 
reach new heights! Spend the summer gaining experience riding the Kite 
Tubs. The Kite Tube is designed to glide, soar, and fly. You can use it like 
a regular deck tube in the whips, figure eights, and circles. It "kites" the 
best in a straight boat pattern into the wind and will rise out of the water 
slowly or quickly based on the rider weight, wind and boat speed. Expect 
the unexpected! The basic idea behind the Kite Tube is simple; The Kite 
rider kneels or stands on the tube that is tethered to the tow boat. As the 
boat moves forward Into the wind, the Kite and the rider rise up from tha 
water's surface to perform a water ballet In the air with the rider balanc
ing on top. Kite Tubing is not as dangerous as some extrema sports, 
however It can be more dangerous than regular tubing with the added 
dimension of height. In Kite Tubing, safety has to be taken seriously. 
EVERYONE Is a beginner, regardless of previous experience. Read all 
Instruction and warnings before using the Kite Tube. Start slow and begin 
by using the 45 foot section of the included tow rope. 

i KITE TUBE SPECIFICATIONS / 
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• 120 inch inflated diameter(10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration. 
• 840D nylon double cover with pu coatlng( full body cover). 
• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy 
tow rope connection. 
• Computerized double-stitched sewing. 
• Multiple mesh bar-tacked drain ports. 
• Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment. 
• Parallel slotting system with footsteps and neoprene padding for comfort. -
• Reflective piping on all handles and on the outside top taping. 
• Various loops for use of detachable leash(s). 
• Panoramic see-through double windows. 
• High visibility red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard 
and caution accent striping. 
• Easily seen bold, billboard-style graphics. 
• Skull graphics Is a reminder to pay attention and not to fool around, 
take nothing for granted. 
• Two heavy duty pvc bladders, one supports the outer ring and the 
other Is the slotting system cockpit for the rider. Both have speed safety 
vah/es for easy inflation/deflation. 
• Leash with two sponge balls is included. 
• Segmented tow rope is included. Adjustable length style in 45, 55, and 
65.foot lengths. 

/ y 
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\ K I T E TUBE ASSEMBLY AND INFLATION i 

Proper Inflation is key to the optimum performance of this towable. The 
tube Is designed to fit snugly In the cover, and there should be no wrinkles 
in the cover when the tuba is properiy inflated. 

IMPROPER INFLATION PROPER INFLAnON 

Photo "A" shows a severely underinflated tube. Note how the adult sinks 
In when standing on the tube. Under-inflation causes the towable to sit ' 
low In the water. Additional stress is applied to the tube, cover, rope and 
boat/watercraft, by being dragged through the water Instead of pulled 
across It. This stress causes tne air In tijbes to be displaced and the tube 
may rupture. The same stress causes nylon covers to tear and ropes to 
stretch. The boat/watercraft cannot plane off and extra gas Is consumed. 

Photo "B" shows a properly inflated tube. Note how the cover is taut with 
few wrinkles, and how the adult barely sinks in when standing on the 
tube. This tube would ride high on the water, providing you with an exciting 
ride - less stress on the tube, cover, rope, and boat/watercraft. Proper 
inflation will insure a longer life-span for your product 

Inflation Maintenance: 
Finally, it is not enough to simply fill it up and go! It is important to moni
tor the amount of air In this prx>duct as heat will cause the bladder to 
expand, possibly causing damage to the seams or I-beams. Don't let It 
sit on the beach, dock, or boat/watercraft full of airl If It is stored out of 
the sun in a cool place, you may need to add air. Check and adjust Infla
tion levels each time you use your tube. You'll have more fun, and your 
toys will last longer. 

The best air pumps to use are: 

• l lOv electric: 2.5 psi (model #57-1504A) or 3.0 psl (model #57-1508) 
• Hand/foot pump specifically for towables: LPl (model #57-1003) 
• 12v pumps (model #57-1510) can also be used but a their maximum 
output is only .8 psi so a secondary pump such as the Sportsstuff LPl 
hand pump (model #57-1003) will need to be used. 
• Leaf Blower 
. Vacuum with two-way switch 

< y 
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Your WEGO towable Is equipped with the Speed Safety Valve pictured 
below: 

Speed Safety Valve - A hybrid vaWe utilizing the best of 
both the Oversized Safety Valve and the Speed Valve. Pulls 
out for fast Inflation/deflation, then can be pushed In flush 
with the tube. For use with standard electric pumps, shop 
vac, wet vac, leaf blowers, and vacuums with a 2-way 
switch for fast inflation/deflation. 

Secure the valve by firmly Inserting the bottom portion of the valve Into 
the base. To inflate, open only the top portion of the valve. Using the 
hose from your inflator, inflate through the top opening of the valve. 

The optimal inflator is a 2.5 psl or higher electric pump. You may also use 
a 1.1 or 3.0 psi pump. Using the 12v pump (model #57-1510) followed by 
the LPl hand pump (model #57-1003) to top otf the unit takes about 3.5 
minutes. The 1.1 psi l lOv pump followed by using the LPl hand pump 
(model #57-1003) to top off the unit will inflate the WEGO in a few min
utes. The 2.5 electric pump (model #57-1504A) will Inflate the WEGO in just 
over 3 minutes. The 3.0 pump (model #67-1508) will inflate the WEGO in as 
little as 2 minutes. 

Please call Sportsstuff at 1 -888-814-8833 to order directly. 

1. Open the box and locate Owner's manual Information and Instructional 
DVD. 
2. Review owner's manual and instructional DVD first and share the infor
mation with all other users and or spotters. 
3. Locate a flat, wide-open, clean and clear area to open and assemble 
the product. 
4. Unfold the nylon cover so the yellow cover with winged skulls Is com
pletely unfolded along with slotting system cockpit. 
5. Please notice the bladders have already been assembled in the cover. 
There are two valves total. One on the slotting portion and another on the 
outside ring. 
6. Locate and open the padded valve cover on the slotting portion (cock
pit area). Open the valve and inflate until firm and the cover Is wrinkle free 
and taut. It may be necessary to adjust the cover to fit the inflation holes. 
Use the zippered openings in the cover to adjust bladder position if nec
essary. 
7. Close valve completely and secure valve cover. 
8. Locate the valve on the outer ring and repeat steps 6-7. 
9. Please note that the window panels are not supported by an Internal 
bladder, so stay off of this portion of the cover. 
10. With assistance, carefully lift the unit into water. 
11 . Do not drag across harsh surfaces, as this will damage the unit. 
12. Once at the water entry point attach tow rope to unit and hook up to 
the boat. Make sure leash is attached to the nose loop. 
13. Enjoy your Kiting experience. 

/ y 
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PLEASE NOTE OVER INFLATION WILL CAUSE THE BLADDER TO HAVE 
A CONCAVE EFFECT ON THE UNDERSIDE, CAUSING THE KITE TUBE 
TO SUBMARINE. 

PLEASE NOTE UNDER INFLATION WILL CAUSE KITE TUBE TO NOT 
PERFORM AS DESIGNED. WHEN KITING, YOU CAN TELL VISUALLY IF 
YOU ARE CORRECTLY INFLATED 

Proper Inflation means you'll have a wonderful flight experience, so fol
low the above instructions closely. 

>KITE TUBE CARE AND MAINTENANCE/ 

- ^ 

• You may clean your towable using a soap and water or mild detergent. 
• You should Inspect your unit frequently for wear and tear. If you need 
parts replacement please contact Sportsstuff 1-888-814-8833. 
• Before each use always check Inflation, tow connection and boat con
nection. 
• After using the Kite Tube do not leave out in direct sunlight, but keep In 
a shaded area. 
• When the unit Is not In use NEVER leave this unit Is direct Sunlight at 
any time. 
• The strong UV rays will quickly destroy and downgrade the nylon cover 
and age the materials prematurely. 
• Monitor and adjust bladder pressure on warm days. 
• Never use strong cleaning agents. 
• The towable, when clean and dry, can be deflated and stored in a cool, 
dry area out of direct sunlight. (In between uses and at the end of the 
boating season.) 
• To deflate, simply open red valve. 
• Avoid storing this product in areas of extreme temperatures and please 
take precautions against animals and rodents. 
• Bright colored fabric covers used on the towables may bleed or fade 
when Initially wet. Protect all boat interiors, docks and car Interiors from 
possible staining. 

- ^ 

iKITE TUBE TETHER TOW ROPE A 

We have included a new style tether tow rope for use with the Kite Tube. 
Overall the tow rope Is 65 foot length, but can be adjusted to 55 foot 
length and 45 foot length. Since the Kite Tube Is unlike any previous tow
able tube with the added dimension of sustained height We believe that 
the boat driver, rider and spotter are all beginners. We recommend the 
following to get the hang of Kiting, how the Kite reacts being towed by 
the boat, how tho wind affects the flight while being ridden by different 
size riders. Experience Is the best teacher. 

Step one: BEGINNER LEVEL 
All beginners start with 45 foot tow rope to get some experience. Use at 
least 12 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use. 

A 
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Step two: INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 
All Intermediates can increase rope length to 55 foot to get more experi
ence. Use at least 24 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use. 

Step three: MASTER LEVEL. 
All masters can Increase length to 65 foot to get more experience. 

You can spend all summer gaining experience Kiting and really still not 
have experienced all things, wind speed, rider weight and boat speed 
create many variables (different kinds of watercraft, lack of wind) etc. 
Attach the Kite Tube Tether tow rope to the aluminum connector on the 
tube and to a towable hook on the rear of the boat We recommend you 
use a low tow point on the rear transom of the boat or tow hook. 

- ^ 

i KITE TUBE HEIGHT INSTRUCTION A 

NEVER KITE HIGHER THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO FALL 

Just think of the fall. In normal tubing you can get thrown off and go up 
to 15 to 20 foot high, but in kiting you are already at a certain height 
above the water and can get thrown higher. At a boat speed of 10 and 20 
mph the water gets harelar the faster and higher you go so control the 
boat speed and tube height and watch out for gusty and cross winds. 
Many bodies of water have natural barriers or wind breaks, be aware of 
these situations. Due to the height factor, you must use the Kite Tube in 
waters at least 6 feet deep (a guideline could be 1 foot of water depth for 
every foot of tube height). For best kiting use against the wind in straight-
line runs. 

> RIDER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING i 
-A 

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Avoid gusty and cross winds, use In light to moderate steady winds. 
• Gusts and cross winds can cause this product to experience sudden 
changes In height or direction. 
• Use in at least 6 feet of water depth, the higher you Kite, the deeper 
the water should be. 
• Never use In shallow waters. 
• Boat driver, spotter and rider are all beginners, take it easy, learn in 
light steady wind, start slow. 
• Your body weight is a factor on balance and control, shifting helps to 
control kiting (rider Is ballast). 
• Have prs-ride discussion with rider, driver and spotter. 
• Never Kite higher than you're willing to fall. 
. Into a steady wind, flight occurs more easily. 
• With the wind, flight Is not so easy. 
. Based on rider weight a lighter person will Kite easier than heavier per
son. 
• Oo not over-estimate your ability. Kiting takes a practiced level of skill. 
• Keep tube's nose up when starting ou t pull back on the ball/leash to 
help hold the nose up until the boat reaches planing speed. 
• Rider safety is In the hands of the boat driver and spotter. 
• Stay 100 yards fram shore, avoid other boat traffic, power lines and 
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other Immovable objects. 
• Be aware of natural wind breaks and barriers that change the wind 
flow. 
• Use rear transom tow point Using higher tow point means the Kite can 
Kite higher. 
• Maximum 1 rider capacity 
• Do not exceed 200 pound maximum weight or 100 pounds minimum, 
be at least 12 years or age and a height of 5 feet or more. 
• Balance to minimize movement while alrijorne. Too much movement 
can cause the Kite Tube to become wobbly and overtum. Maintain a 
good center of gravity. 
• 10 and 2 o'clock are the best control hand positions. 
• Hang time, Kite time, can be 1 second or many rhinutes. 
• Length of hang time depends on the wind, boat speed and rider 
weight 
• A straight boat heading Into the wind creates the optimum Kiting per
formance. 
• Ballet performance Is what you are looking for (up and down). 
• Use the large panoramic window to see the boat and to view rider 
height 
• Force the tube down by pushing your weight down with a swift, sitting 
motion. 
• Use your position within the slotting system cockpit to adjust pitch, or 
the single by which the nose of the tube Is Inclined up or down from the 
horizontal. 
• Use the handles to adjust lett to right balance. 
• Utilize a comblnatiori of foot and hand positions to accommodate the 
current wind and boat speed conditions. 
• Do not use this tube if you are pregnant, could be pregnant or If you 
have neck or back problems. 
• Raise arms above head following a spill to signify to the boat driver 
and spotter that you are okay. 
• A rider that falls or is ejected should try to fall away from the Kite Tube. 
• Experience safe Kiting. 

/ y 

I BOAT DRIVER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING. 

To lessen your risk of serious Injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Driver should be at least 16 years of age and pass a coast guard 
approved boating course. 
• Utilize a large, wide angle, rear view mirror (20 inch width) to keep eye 
on Kite elevaton. 
• Slow speed to reduce height a sudden gust of wind can send the rider 
up to 20 feet high or more In half a second. 
• Maintain constant communication with spotter about the Kite Tube and 
Its performance. 
• Adjust boat speed to reduce the height of the Kite Tube. 
• The Kite Tube Is unlike any other towable tube. It can sustain flight at 
various heights for long penods of time. 
• Wind, boat speed, rider weight and length of rope are big variables in 
Kiting performance. 
• Pay attention and adjust the boat speed frequently to fit the conditions. 

' You are the director. 
• Never Kite higher than you want the rider to fall, adjust your speed. 

4-
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• Avoid excessive boat speed at all times. 
• Have pre-ride meeting with spotter and rider to discuss the type of ride 
to be given. 
• Determine the best conditions for Kite tubing based on rider weight, 
boat speed and wind spaed. 
• Give-way to all other watercraft, especially sailboats. 
• The Kite Tube can sustain flight with steady head wind and boat speed. 
Head into the wind 
• Be aware of cross winds and wind gusts. 
• Use the large, panoramic window to monitor and communicate with the 
rider. 
• Don't gamble with rider safety. Driver must accept 100% responsibility 
for the safety of the rider. 
• Instruct the rider to lean back and pull on the leash to keep the nose 
up until the boat and tube plane out, as the boat planes out and the tube 
rises out of the water, there will be almost no drag on the boat 
• Most boating accidents happen In less than 2 seconds. . 
• Reaction time varies from 120 to 255 feet of boat length. 
• Do not be In-attentive. Do not let your mind wander. Focus on what you 
ara doing 
• Never use the Kite Tube with wind forces so strong that you are unable 
to maintain control. 
• Don't Kite In electrical storms. 
• The Kite Tube is an air foil of extremely limited capabilities with regard 
to wind and turbulence. 
• Instruct all riders of rules and warnings, plus how to ride. 
• In riding position, the rider and tube are at a 45° angle to the water's 

_j--^. surface. 
~fc 7~ • Avoid floating objects and all Immovable objects. 

• All riders should be towed at speeds that allow for reasonable control. 
• Avoid submarining the towable when first starting out or on spills. 
• Slow boat down to 5 mph to turn around and pick up the rider. 
• In many cases when the rider falls off, the Kite will continue to be air
borne 
• Don't be a gunner, slamming the throttle forward and forgetting about 
tho towable and your rider. Focus 
• In no-wind conditions, use zig-zags, whips, figure eights and circles 
that the Kite Tube will Kite In, but remember the Kite Tube Is designed to 
Kite into the wind. 
• Do not throw away your owners manual or DVD. You must review peri
odically and especially when allowing others to use or borrow your Kite 
Tube. 
• Unlike most towables that ride on the water's surface and have tremen
dous drag, when the Kite Tube is Kiting or flying there Is almost no drag 
and the boat has a tendency to go faster, so watch out for this effect (a 
lot of drag to no drag). 
• Don't overioad your boat with a lot of passengers. 
• Like many towables, rider balance too far forward can cause towable 
to nose under. This is called submarining. When the you start moving for
ward, make sure the rider holds the leash on the tubo to help keep tha 
nose up during takeoff, till the boat reaches planing speed and lift occurs 
on the Kite Tube. If the boat driver, spotter and rider are not paying atten
tion, the towable could nose in. This causes the submarine effect, which 
results in the towable acting like an anchor. Reduce speed immediately, 
otherwise you will create too much drag on the boat and tube, causing 
something to break. 

< > 
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• Pay attention when starting out to prevent this effect Let's say every
thing goes right and the Kite Tube and rider are traveling at a sustained 
height above the wator and the rider falls off. The Kite might continue its 
flight or crash down Into the water. We suggest that you slow the boat 
down to 5mph, otherwise the towable might again act like a submarine, 
because It Is upside down or wind conditions nave forced it Into a weird 
position where It cannot be towed at any speed other than 5 mph. 
• It Is the obligation of the boat driver to operate the boat In responsible 
safe manner and not try to "dump the rider". 
• Experience safe Kiting. 

, SPOTTER OR OBSERVER INSTRUCTION , 

• Have watersports safety flag 
• Keep driver aware of other boating traffic, obstacles, etc 
• Keep driver aware of towable state and rider conditions and how the 
towable Is doing 
• Keep tow ropes trom getting caught on protrusion from the boat 
• Wo have found that small megaphone helps to communicate with rider 
prior to takeoff and give last minute Instructions 
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V SUBMARINE EFFECT WARNING A 

LIKE M/\NY TOWABLES, A RIDER'S BALANCE TOO FAR FORWARD CAN 
CAUSE TOWABLE TO NOSE UNDER. THIS WE CALL SUBMARINING. 
WHEN THE BOAT DRIVER STARTS FORWARD, HE OR SHE SHOULD 
MAKE SURE THE RIDER HOLDS THE LEASH TO HELP KEEP THE NOSE 
UP DURING TAKEOFF TILL THE BOAT REACHES PLANING SPEED AND 
LIFT OCCURS ON THE KITE TUBE. IF THE BOAT DRIVER, SPOTTER 
AND RIDER ARE NOT PAYING ATTENTION THE TOWABLE COULD NOSE 
IN. THIS CAUSES THE SUBMARINE EFFECT, WHICH RESULTS IN THE 
TOWABLE ACTING LIKE AN ANCHOR. REDUCE SPEED IMMEDIATELY, 
OTHERWISE YOU WILL CREATE TOO MUCH DRAG ON THE BOAT AND 
TUBE CAUSING THE SOMETHING TO BREAK. PAY ATTENTION, WHEN 
STARTING OUT TO PREVENT THIS EFFECT. 
LET'S SAY, EVERYTHING GOES RIGHT /WD THE KITE TUBE AND RIDER 
ARE TRAVELING A SUSTAINED HEIGHT ABOVE THE WATER fiHD THE 
RIDER FALLS OFF. THE KITE MIGHT CONTINUE IT'S FLIGHT OR CRASH 
DOWN INTO THE WATER. WE SUGGEST YOU SLOW THE BOAT DOWN 
TO 5MPH, OTHERWISE THE TOWABLE MIGHT AGAIN ACT LIKE A SUB
MARINE BECAUSE rr IS UPSIDE DOWN OR WIND CONDITIONS HAVE 
FORCED IT INTO A WEIRD POSITION WHERE IT CANNOT BE TOWED AT 
ANY SPEED OTHER THAN 5 MPH. BOAT DRIVER SHOULD TURN TO 
PICK UP RIDER AND START ALL OVER AGAIN. 
IT IS THE OBLIGATION OF THE BOAT DRIVER TO OPERATE THE BOAT 
IN RESPONSIBLE SAFE M/WNER /VND NOT TRY TO "DUMP THE 
RIDER". THE KITE TUBE IS DESIGNED TO BE RIDDEN AT SAFE LEVEL 
WITHOUT HAVING TO HAVE SOME CRAZY BOAT DRIVER TRYING TO 
CREATE PROBLEMS. EXPERIENCE SAFE KITING. 

/ y 
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A WIND SPEED AND EFFECTA 
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We are providing you with the following information to help you evaluate 
your current conditions before Kite tubing. 

Wind speed(nnph) 

0-1 

2-3 

4-7 

13-lB 

19-24 

W i n d ef fect 

smoke rises vertically 

dlrectton of the wind shown by smoke drift, biA not 
by wind vanes 

wind felt on face: leaves rustle: ordinary wind vane 
moved by wind 

leaves and twigs in constant motion; wind extends a 
light flag 

raises dust, loose paper: small branches ^ e moved 

small trees In leaf begin to sway; crested wavelets 
form on inland waters 

large branches In motion; whistling heard in power 
lines; umbrella difficult to use 

34-40 

41-47 

48-55 

56-63 

64+ 

gale 

strong gala 

storm 

violent storm 

hurricane 

<>-

A^t 
"AJ's 



'060612HCC3582 
JAnachment #4 
Page 11 of II 

|WegoKiteTubaManual200S.qxd l l / l O / O S ^ PH Page 11 

WARRANTY POLICY: 

A 

Sportsstuff warrants, to the original purchaser only, that their high performance 
products, when used for nonnat recreational purposes, are free from defects in 
material and workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of pur
chase. This wan-anty does NOT cover: products for rental, for hire and other uses 
not considered for normal recreatk>nal purposes; nor punctures, cuts, abrasions in 
normal use. For prompt parts replacement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstuff 
directly at 888-814-8833. Replacement parts are shipped within 48 hours of notrica-
tion Monday tiirough Friday. Do not retum to your dealer (USA ONLY). This warranty 
Is only valkl in the USA 

If you have any questions about any Sportsstuff, inc. product, replacement parts or 
locating a dealer in your area, contact us at: 

Sportsatuff Inc. 
11213 E Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
Toll Free: 888-814-8833 
Tel: 402-592-9085 
Fax:402-592-1354 
E-mail: cu8tomercare@sportssnjff.com 

Wananty registration is available on-line at: http-^/www.sportsstuff.com 

Prior authorization is required for returned mercfiandise. No credit will be given for a 
product that is sent back without prior authorizatkm from Sportsstuff, Inc. After 
receiving an authorization number, please ship retumed products to the following 
address: 

Sportsstuff, Inc. Retiirn Center 
11213 E Circle, SuiteA 
Omaha, NE 66137 
(Please label package with RA #) 

A-
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SPORTSSTUFF. 

TOWABLE OWNER'S MANUAL 

Important Information is enclosed bt th is manual ' Pleos* resd these materials 
prior t o e s s w n b ^ and using fhls p r o d u c t Keep fo r futura reference. 

For questions on ass«nbly, parts or wairanly, contact the experts a t 
SpOTtsstuff. 0 0 NOT RETURN t h b product to t fM store! 

Contact us TOLL FREE* 886-814-6833 (USA) (Bam-6pm, CST Monday-RSday) 

ConQrabdatioiis on your new towable putdtasal Spoftsstuff prides ttsetf in maJctng 
the most infKwatfve I n f l a t ^ ^ products un the planet. Your high performance tow
e d ^ Is designed to provide en excWr^ and u r ^ u e riding experience for me whole 
family 

, AWARNINGA 
^ X - ^ lessen your risk o l serious injury or d m t h , follow these rules: 

• Not a Itfesavlng device^ Never leave chBdrenwuttefided. Use only under corr^Mtent 
supervteion. 
• Reed the owner's martual carefully before using your Sportsstuff towabie. 
• Not for usa by children under six (12) ysers of age. 
• The watercraft driver is responsible for the towable and ridere since the towat^le 
cannot be controlled by the rider(^ The rlderfe) may not be able to see where 
he^he is gcrfng. 
• Always have an experienced wotBrcmft (kfwer at tfta helm and stways have three 
or more people present for safe tubioB'one to drtve the watercraft. one to observe 
and one or more to ride. 
• Observer in the boatAvatercraft should keep the driver aware of ttte towable 
rfder(s} status. 
• AhM&ys keep a lookout for ottier txtata/watwcrsfts, swimmers, towables, and 
ottier obstructions in the water. Stay away from other boats and pertonal water-
craft, docks, pHlngs, bridges. stmBow water and the shorn. 
« The watercroA driver shoukl ovoid excessive speed or sharp turra wtik:h mlgtit 
cause die towal}le to flip over, rssultfng in serious Injwy to the rtdec 
• Never exceed 20 mph when towing aduHs or 1S mph with chHdrsn. 
• Use a tow rope specificatfy designed for the WEGO 
• Never operate the boetAivatefcraft or ride the towable under the inftuence of alcohol 
or other drugs. 
• Never place vnlsts or fset through the hamflei or towtng hamess, 
• Riders shoukl keep arms and feet out of the water. 
• Oo not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your 
partioutar tutie. 
• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 lbs average tensRe strength for pulling a single 
person. 2375 R>s average tenuis strength for puWng two pet^ale, 3350 \b» average 
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tensile strength for pulling three people end 4100 b s average tensile strength (or 
puUing four peofde on an inflatable tube. The tow rope stMutd tie at least 46 feet in 
length but not exceed 66 feet 
• Tlie stress on ttie tope is (Afferent from the stress on tha tube, and vrill vary with 
the weight of ttie passengers, design, and surface area of the tube. 
• Always wear a U S . Coast Quard approved l y p * III (PFI^ ski vest or as recom
mended by proper govemment authorities. 
• Use this product only on water. 
• Know your Hmits. Stop when you're tired. Act responsbly 8a In good physical 
condition and t>e cautious In your use of this or any other towable. 
• Oo not use this unit when it is under-inflated. Ttia r^cs involved with this oouU 
include entrapment wttteh rnay resutt in death or serious injury^ 

The manufactuTBi; Sportsstuff, \no^ does not have control over ttte use of this product 
and Bssumes no liability therein. Under no circumstances is Sportsstuff or the seter, 
liable for any kMs, damage, ir^ury or expenses of any kind arising out of the use of 
this product ft Is the responsibility of Ihe user to determine the proper suitati l l i^ 
and safety of ttie product during normal use. Thrs product is subject to age, wear 
and deterioration from use and weettier conditions. We strongly recommend that 
you inspect the product on a regular basis. 

REPLACINO PRODUCT mUTTS; 

tf a leak or prot>lem is suspected wtth your tube, locate the valve9,deflste the item 
and remove ttw inf lat^i le PVC bladder to inspect possible problem areas. Contact 
Sportsstuff warranty deportment for prompt parts replacement tf a prat^lem is 
k>cated. For non-warranty parts replacement, follow the same procedure. When a 
replacement is received, folkiw the steps bekiw: 

1 . UrrfoW the cover and lay the bladder o u t 
2. Locate the bladder and the Inflatton vahre. Carefully place the PVC bladder Inside 
the cover of ttie product In ttte appropriate locatkm. 
3. Uno up the valve with the vahre opening In Ihe cover. 
4. Refer to the WEOO manual for further assembly irtformatlon. 

MAINTENANCE: 

Vary Bttte cam Is raquirad for ttte bladder or cover. 
• You may clesn your towabie using soap and water or mikf detergent 
• Never use strong ctoanlng agents. 
• The tow^i te . wtien dean and dry, can tM deflated and stored in a cool, dry area 
out of direct sunlight 
" Tb deflate, simply unfasten Ihe entire valve from the base-
• AvoM storing ttiis product kt oroos of extreme temperatures and please take pre
cautions agtf nM ar^mals and rodents. 
« Bright colored fabric covsrs used on the t o w a t ^ may bleed or fode wtren InitlaRy 
w e t Protect afl boat kiteriois and aM ottier surfaces trom possible staining. 

TOW ROPE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SPOHTSSTUFP PRODUCTS) 

• The watercraft owmerA>perator Is responsitile for informing aH ttia persons rtdkig 
or uskig tow ropes o4 ttw WSIA Rscommendations tor tow ropes. Improper use ot 
your tut>e and rope coukl result in serious injury or deat i t 
• FoOowtaig are the WSIA (Water Sport Industry AssociatkM^ Recommendations for 
tow ropes (Oo not exceed recomfflended rkler c^ iaci ty for y o t r tutie): 

i y 

^ 
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Nufflt}er of Riders Combined Weight of Rklen R ^ M Tensile Strength 
One mtn lOOlbs - max ^X) lbs ISOO ttis 

• A Btandaid tow rope should not exceed 65 feM. 
• Ttu) tow rope shoukl tw assembled in a manner appropriate for the watercraft 
and tow tutie. 
• Please check aK rope connections tor frays, cuts, sharp edges, knots and wear 
and tecu* ttefore each use. Dtscord any ropes tfiat appear to be worn. It (s 
recommended thad you replace each tow ropo at the begkuik^ of the boating season. 
• Tow ropes are subject to stretching (biring use. Please wam riders and persons 
in ttte iwat/wirtercraft ot the danger of ropes recoinng. 
• 00 NOT place arms, legs or heed tn ttw hancBe section as serious ir̂ ury may result 
» Ensure ttiat the tow rt^w is free from alt txxly parts prior to towing a ridar and 
while the tube is in use. 
« Oo not use a tow rope with a bungee matefial to pull skiers or ridttfs. This tyf»oiI 
apparatus could sto> rasuft In serious injury or death fo the titf>e rider or 
passengers in the boatMatercraft 
• Ropes wis deteriorate with direct sunlight exposure. Please store away from 
direct sunOght and cSscard any rope that is frayed^ dlscokired or raveling. 
• Oo not add hardware to ttils product ttuct Is not suppSed by Sportsstuff. 
« Avoid the proiieller and engine at all times. Shoukl the rope become tanked in 
the propeUer, shut off ttie engine and remove key from ignition before retrieving 
rope from piopeBer. 

.VARNInC: GENERAL USE AND SAFETY: 

• When using a Sportsstuff product you are engaging in an exciting recreational 
activfty witti inherent risks. Act responsftily and only use your product with the 
awareness of and wflSngness to accept the risks invotved. 
• Reed aB instructions and wamings provkled to you in this owners manual and 
those printed on the product Oo no( <£scard this manuid. 
• As in any recreatkinal activity; reckfess use, misuse, inexperience wd/or neglect 
of the propw eqidpment ined may result in serious U^ury or desAti. 
• Visually Inspect the towable and tow rope before each use; Do riot use If product 
or tow rope fs damaged In any wayi 
• ThlsproduotisNOTtorusebyctiRdren under 12 yeare of age. 
• Never teem ct^Uren unattended. Use txily under competent supervttdon. 
• Sportsstufl products are NOT to be used for rental use. 
« Oo not consume alcohol mother drugs wtritQiafaig this pnxlut^ EvensmeU 
quantftles of aleotid and other ftniga can impair Judgment belanoe, and coonlinatlon 
wtuch can greatly «tffeots one^i performance;. 
• Make swe aB ridere are wearing a U.S. Coast Guard type ID (PFD) appraved fife 
vest at at all times. 
« Be conscious of ttte weather condfltoos as weether changes can occur very quKklji 
• Check with your state or ktoal government to laem theto-apedflc legal recfukernenls 
concerrtlng towebles and towing. 
• Use tow ropes that are designed spe^caOy for towables with WSIA (Water 
Sports Indus^ Association) break strength guktelines. 

- iy 

VARNirJC; BOAT DRIVERS NOTICE: 

• The bo^watercraft driver has the uttinurte responsibllfty for the safety of the 
riders. 
• Carefuify survey the water tietore you tiegin towing riders. 

A 

c *•-. 
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• Oo ftot pull a towable without a rider. A towtfble Is designed fo have a rider in 
order to balance ttie weigtit dtstritxxtlon of the product 
• Se aware of water concMons akMig witfi changes In the weather. The condition 
of the water greetly influences the type of ride the rider wS have. Please take into 
conskleratfon the age and physfoid abUtty of your rider. 
• ft is ttw t>oat/wateforaft driver's responsfolllty to Instruct the ridere how to rWe a 
towidile. The twat/watercraft driver shoukt carefUly instruct the ridere ot potential 
risks and pos6it>le injury diat may occur it tttey partdce tn careless litfiavior. 
• At ttie beginning at ttw ride, carefuSy take the slack out of the tow rope. Never 
Jerk start a towalile. After the rider has signaled ttiat he/she is reedy, the driver can 
sfowty briTKi the towal^ to a irianlng point 
• Mo8ttowableswtl}plarwoutat10to20mph.depen(&igon theweigtitof ttw 
rkler. tt Is important to keep the nose of die ttem up until ttw item is planing, 
• Ttw resistenoe of ttw product varies widely witti these (actora: boat speed, tums, 
water corKStfons, numtwr of ridere and their weight towable size, shepe and functtorL 
The boat/watercraft driver should acQust Ihe boat speed to fit ttiese sltualfons to. 
minimize resistance of the towabie. 
• Use in wkle, open spaces. Stay at kwst 100 yards from stisUow wtfer, stiore, 
rooks, boats, docks and buoys. Most accklents happen on turns and in congested 
areas. 
• Ttw boatAvatercraft drtver determines ttw speed and ttw action of the towalM In 
toms and whan crossing the boat/wateroraft wake. In the straight-a-ways, the 
txiatAvatercraft towing speed is the same as the towatile speed. Tlw towatile 
speed v̂ B inoreese when the tioat/wotefcraft makes a M to 180 degrees tum 
without tncreaskig ttw boat/wateroraft speed If the boat/watercraft speed Is 20 
mph, the towaUe speed can tw 30-40 niph. The "sfingsttot effecT sends ttw user 
outward from ttw center ot ttw towable. Be eiware of ttw lintftatfonm of tlw rider. 
• [.arge wakes comtilned with ttw wave action and speed can contrfouto to a 
rough ride. Use a safo speed ttiat enatdes the towatile to plane out. The 
boat/watercraft drhrer stiouki adjust the boat/watercraft speed and turns to nt the 
water ooncKtions and ttw age, experience, skill and physical strength ot ttw rider. 
• Excessive speed or stiarp tums might cause the tube to fVft over abrupttv^ possibly ' 
causing serious Injury to the rklec 
• If the towable overturns, the tx^at/watercraft driver shoukl not exfwed 5 mph 
unta ttw towable is upright again. 
• Under nornial condlttons, tlw maxknum safe speed for adults is 20 mpft. Safe 
speeds for diUdren are lees than 15 mph, depenctng on the age and physical 
capabMty of ttw chRd. 
• Plaase make sure your boal/wofteroraft is tow-worthy and has the appropriate 
horsepower to puQ rider(s) and ttw tow tutie. Do not exceed ttie lioatMatercTaft 
passenger capacOy. 
• Extreme dreg forces can develop when pulling this tube. Please use towable in 
ooim watec Heavy waves or cfioppy condttkms oan create more drag or even result 
kl a submarirw or anchor effect 
• Extrenw drag forces may tfso result if: the rlderfs) fall off, the tutie noses in or 
tips over and water f^ cocltpft^eatlng area. TTw tioat/wateroraft operator stwukl 
immedlattfy slow or stop to eliminata this factor. 
• Death or serious ir^ury oan resutt from ttw sutimarine or anchor effect causing 
more extreme drag forces on ttw tow rope and/or tow pokit The tow rope might 
have too much stress and either break and snap back at the rlder(s) or other 
occupants of the t>oat ft ta ttw tioat drivers responsitiillty to make sure ttils does 
not occur. 

< y 
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• Do not exceed tfw welgfit guidelines of your t ioat Do not alkiw passengere to 
hang outside the boat or skJe on the gunwales (sides/edges of the boa^ outskto 
the normal seatkig area of the boat. Uneven weight distribution or adcfltkin^ 
v r e i ^ may affect the handUng of the bc» t Never allow water to overftow the gun* 
wales (skfes/edges of the boa4 o f the boat. 

» WARNING: BOAT OWNERS WITH HIGH TOWER AND PYLONS 

• Tow^k l towere are not designed for use with any Inflatable tube towing. 
• Use only fitting eyes/bansoms or taumament-rated sid pytons for towing tuties. 
• Consult your boards marntfactuier if you are unsure of lt% tournament rating. 
• Do not tow any inf latabie from a ski ^ e . 
• Any WW pylon or ^ pylon Installed aftar mctfltet Is not intended for Inftatabie 
tube towing. 
• Death or sericHis tr^uiy may result if an unapproved sM/tow pykm is used. 
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, WARNING! S P O T T E R S NOTICE: 

• Always use a Spotter (observer) m the boat to communicato the needs Of ttie 
rider t o ttw driver. 
• Ttw spotter must ba the eyes of the driver and the rkler, Q I W E ^ alert to recog
nize possitile danger so proper actksn oan tie taken to avoM any risk to the ridar. 
• tr the towable overturns, the boatAvatercraft driver shouM not exceed S mph 
untH the towable is upright again. 
• The spotter should h ^ d Mp a safety ftag cautioning aSI other boatere ttist rklera 
are in the water: 

IVARNING: RIDERS NOTICE: 

• Oo not use tttls ttems as a personal ftotatfcm device; 
• Oo not exceed the manutacturore recommended number of ridere for your par
ticular tube. 
• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 tos average tensfle strongth for pulling a single 
person, 237S fos average tensile strengttt for putting two people. 33S0 tbs averege 
tensile strength for puKing three people and 4100 lbs average tensile strength for 
pulling four people on an Inflatstife tube. The tow rope shoukl be a i leest 48 feet bi 
lengUt but not to exceed 65 feet 
• Only use tMs product wtth a respon^ i leboat /watorcr^ operator who knows 
how to eftoctively operate ttw equipment 
• This product should be used In water only. Do not latmch fram dock or land. 
• Do not use near piling, docks, stiores or shaSow water or other obstructkxta that 
could cause serious injury to ttw rklet 
• Carefully insteuct ttw ottier ridere t lw proper wsy to attach rope and operato ttw' 
towatife. 
• DO t40T strap or attach amis or legs to cover or tube. Never ptaoe ttands or 
feet In between tfie fotie or covet 
• Ttils item has no tKoking or steering meclianisni and oan devek^ high speeds 
under certain towi r^ condtions. Use at your own risk! 
• This product Is not a lite saving device. 
• Take necessary tireaks when you are tired. 
• Never get near the propeller with ttw engine njnnlng, even if it is in neutrei. 

<>-
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0EN8AAL TROUBLE SHOOTINQ OUlOe: 

Symptom: Product w o n t hoW aiK. 
Sokitkm: Chock to see ttiat the vahre is fastoned property^ Re-fosten valve If need
ed. Ctwck to see if t tw product was inflated fuBy from the beginning. If you sus
pect tt wasn't inflated fidlvi add more aiR PVC Repair Adhesive is avoRalile from 
Sportssuff at www.sportsstun.com or B8B-814-6S33 for smdl hole or seam repairs. 

Symptom: Valve fs leaking 
Solution: Usten closely to hear if ak̂  is leaking. Be sure ttw valve and cap sre 
screwed in or fastened straight and are t ight Leakage can occur U ttw votve is not 
fostened correctly, 

Symptom: Product inflates but doesnt become firm. 
Sokjtion: Plettse ctwck to make sure H was infiated firmty with a high volume air 
purT^l. If you are sure you inflated R propertyi fully assess it for a leak or re-fasten 
the vahre. If a leak Is detected, the t^adder nuy be patched by using Sportsstuff 
PVC Adtwsive whk:h can be purchased directly from Sportastufl. 

Symirtom: Cover is very kiose (AppHes only to products with ccvera). 
Sohjtfon: Please check to make sure that your product la Inflated fully and the tube 
is k l place. Ttw cover should nt s n u ^ over the weil-lnflaited xdbe. V ttw cover 
remains loose, add more ab: See also ttw INRATtON sectkm of this manual. 

WARRANTY POLICVi 

Sportsstuff wanvnts, to the original purchaser only; that their h l ^ perfomiance 
products, vftwn used for normal recreetionaA purposes, are free from defects in 
material and woHcmanship for a perkid of ninety ^ d a ^ from ttw dote of pur-
<^iase. Ttiis wammty does NOT cover products for tenUl. tor hire and other uses 
not consklered lOr normal recreatkmal purposes nor punctures, cuts, abrasions bi 
normal use. For prompt parts replacement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstuff 
(firectly at 888-814-8833. Heplacemant parts are stiipped within 46 houre of noltff-
catkin Monday through Friday. Oo not retum to your dealer 0J8A ONLY). This war
ranty is o r ^ valkl in ttw USA 

If you twve any i)uestlons about any Sportsstuff, Inc. product replacement parts or 
loeattng a dealer in your area, contact us a t 

Sportsstuff ino. 
11213 E Clrcta Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
ToH Free: 866-814-8833 
I M 402-«&2-908fi 
Fax: 402-592-1354 
E-maa: customeroareia^iortsstuff.com 

Warranty tvgbtralion Is available on-line a t tittp£//«nvw.sportsstuflxom 

Prior auttioftztftton is required for retttfned meretiancXss. No ciedft wiB be given for 
a product ttiat Is sent back witfiout prior auttiorUatkMi from Sportsstuff, inc. After 
receiving en authoristtlon number, please stilp rstomed products to ttw ftdtowing 
address: 

Sportsstuff, Ina Retum Center 
11213 ECbcle, SuiteA 
Omaha, NE 66137 
(Please taM package wtth RA 0^ 

- iy 
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WAT6RSPORTS R€SPON5IBIUTY COO€ 
Bo awsTB that tfiere trs ehsiMls or risit in b o a i ^ ddbig. «id rkSng tkst comtnon 
Mt tu snd pensnaliMT«wMc«ft help n*K«. Knew youttUfityltvtl and stay 
withbitt. 
To iriaretM your tt^cqnuiit Ol the sport foSow Ihe "Watenports HespDnsU% Code*. 
B la your responsttiniy t«: 

• fsntSvIze yourseV wHh ̂  appOcaWe lews, tttt risks tohams In Ihe sport i n ^ 
proper usa of Ihe equipment 

• tteoN the watemy* where you wU be aUngvi lA ig . OonotsUoriWek) 
vhiSmnKrier, new diofe, docko, pifttgs iwkiwMrt or otttet wetocrofL 

• jUwayi hsvft t pefsm other than the beet driver n Ml otttervti and agrte on 
hand tignf is befon tlarlln^ 

- Ahrq* i m r t U.S. Coast Ouart iype B (PFD) vest 
• Read your emnarli tsanuat and Inject your cqulpnanl prior l« UML 
• SdorrklowtfdDyoaraTrdta. AhwsysddorridebiconlrdeMlettpeeds 
jpfoapriite kir your abtit)i 

- Atinye tum tgrdtfon oil Mtan vi | fne ts rwar wateroalt power <Mve ur i l 
• Cartxm IHotWEridt (CO) pdMfdng from ensfcie exhaust may came Injury or 
itoaUi. Never * Pbdkirm DrSQ'or toudi a nrtm punurm while d * engine Is 
running 

' Hd operate wdncritt, ski oriida undtt the inftuenre ol itfcohid « dmgs. 

-<y <y 
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Affected Area/Topic Common Name: 

A restriction conceming kite tubing, Icite boarding, and parasailing. 

Location of Affected Area: 

All waters, air, and land areas of Glen Canyon NRA. 

Nature of Action/Restriction/Closure: 

A general restriction specific to recreational activities commonly referred to as kite 
tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. This restriction applies to any activity requiring a 
tow vessel for the purpose of sustained air travel above the water surface,̂  and any water 
based recreational activity that relies on tethered parafoils, parachutes, kites, wings, or 
other tethered apparatus for propulsion across the water surface resulting in sustained air 
travel. This restriction is not intended to limit or curtail activities associated with 
conventional recreational pursuits including sailing, sail boarding, water skiing, knee 
boarding, or wake boarding. 

Level of Scope of Closure/Restriction: 

This is a general restriction specific to all waters and areas within Glen Canyon NRA to 
specific recreational activities known as kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. 

Proposed Regulatory Language (36 CFR section/wording): 

36 CFR L5 (a)2 

Kite tubing, parasailing, and similar activities requiring a tow vessel or tow vehicle for 
the purposes of providing air flight of participants and/or apparatus are prohibited within 
the boundaries of Glen Canypn NRA. Kite boarding, kite surfing, and similar tethered 
activities requiring a parasail, kite, wing, or similar tethered apparatus attached to the 
participant or floatation device, for the specific purpose of providing propulsion or air 
flight are prohibited. 

Definitions: 

Kite tubing is a generic term used to describe certain water based recreational pursuits 
involving the use of tethered floatation devices designed to rise above the surface ofthe 
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water. This term is used to describe recreational activities associated with the use of 
manufactured devices such as the WEGO "Kite Tube", SEVYLOR "Manta", and similar 
apparatus. 

Kite boarding is a generic category of recreational activities associated with floatation 
devices designed for water and air travel propelled by tethered parafoils, parachutes, 
wings, kites, or other similar apparatus. 

Parasails are a generic family of devices dependent on parafoils, parachutes, wings, or 
similar apparatus towed by vessels with long tow lines for the purposes of sustained air 
travel. 

Justification: 

In April of 2006 the first observation ofkite tubing was made at Glen Canyon NRA. 
This observation was made secondary to a call for EMS intervention to rescue a severely 
injured man who had been crushed by a Kite Tube inverting and crashing. This person 
suffered severe trauma to their neck and chest resulting in a near drowning incident. This 
incident was documented in CI# 06 0297. Since this first accident three other severe 
injuries,(CI# 06-941,06-1301, 06-1334), and multiple minor accidents attributed to kite 
tubing have occurred within the recreation area. Glen Canyon staff have air lifted 4 
patients fi'om the lake, with three suffering life threatening injuries. Subsequent 
viewings of various kite tubing promotional materials indicates a steep leaming ctirve for 
the "operator" to establish the correct balance and steering to keep the kite tube from 
veering violently from side to side and/or up and down. The manufacturer's videos show 
sequences where the kite tube appears to be primarily out of control. In addition 
numerous personal videos of actual accidents have been recorded and collected showing 
the unpredicted violent out of control nature ofthis activity. Due to the unpredictable 
nature ofthe crafts "flight", it is dangerous and inappropriate to permit this activity to 
occur in proximity to other visitors recreating on the lake, nor is it prudent to allow an 
inherently unstable and dangerous activity to establish a user/participant precedent. 

Kite tubing presents many ofthe same risks as "cliff jumping" which is a prohibited 
activity in the NRA. Kite tubes have the potential to rise to 60' above the water surface 
while traveling at speeds of 35-40 mph. Because ofthe uncontrolled nature ofkite tube 
falls or crashes, the "operator" often impacts the water surface at high speeds, near 
vertical angles, and unusual body positions, significantly increasing the risk ofinjury. 
(See attached list of case incidents.) 

Kite boarding represents a separate, but similar, set of risks and dangers to visitors at 
Glen Canyon NRA because ofthe basic uncontrolled nature ofthe kite board and the 
attached operator which is dependent on wind to provide lift and propulsion. Kite 
boarders are dependent on air movement and have little control conceming the general 
direction of travel, which may interfere with other visitors engaged in traditional water 
recreation activities such as sailing, water skiing, fishing, etc. In addition the lines and 
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cables attaching the kite boarder to the parafoil or wing pose potential safety concems to 
other boaters or park visitors that may be stmck or collide with these lines. Kite 
boarding, due to the generally uncontrolled speed and direction of travel ofthe kite board, 
requires large, open, and empty expanses ofwater, which often is not available at Glen 
Canyon NRA because of competing visitor uses. 

Parasailing also represents potential risks and dangers to parasailing participants as well 
as other park visitors. Parasailing requires extremely long lines, often in excess of 1000', 
generally straight line boat travel, and large open spaces of shoreline or water surface for 
landing, which increases the risk of interference or collision with other park visitors.. 
Because the parasail tow boat requires sustain forward momentum to keep the parasailer 
air bome, it is extremely difficult for the tow vessel to maneuver or stop quickly to avoid 
other vessels or water hazards. The NRA has responded to calls for emergency assistance 
and rescue services because of serious injuries sustained in parasailing accidents. (See 
attached list of case incidents.) 

Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing are incompatible with the current spectmm of 
permissible recreational opportunities available at Glen Canyon NRA. While Lake 
Powell offers what appears to be a vast expanse of open water and endless space, impacts 
and conflicts among various user groups occur frequently due to the relatively restricted 
water channels and high level of visitor use. Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing 
require large amounts of space and unpopulated surface waters and have the potential to 
dismpt established recreational pursuits. Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing may 
require long tow ropes, large open water surfaces for takeofls and landings and, became 
of their air bome attachments can not maneuver or stop abmptly. To avoid inevitable 
accidents caused by kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing, as well as conflicts and 
accidents involving traditional park user groups not accustomed to the special operational 
needs ofthese dangerous air bome activities, the NRA has chosen to prohibit kite tubing, 
kite boarding, and parasailing. 

(SEE ATTACHMENTS & DATA FILES) 

NEPA, Cultural Resources Requirements: 

None Required. 

Proposed by: Mark Law, Law Enforcement Specialist, GCNRA 

Proposal Implementation Date: 6-15-06 
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Method of Public Notification: 

Notification ofthis closure restriction pertaining to towed aerial watercraft will be made 
through local and regional media services, park publications, park web-site, and posted 
on area information bulletin boards. (See attachments.) 

Reviewed By: Mike Mayer 
Chief Ranger Visitor and Resource Protection 

Date 

Determination: Adopted Rejected 

Kitty L. Roberts 
Superintendent 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 

Date 

A.AA 
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NO. 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 

PLAINTIFFS 

VS. 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ ORANGE COUNTY, TEXAS 

SPORTSSTUFF, INC., SKI LIMITED § 
ENTERPRISES, INC., and JOSEPH § 
T. LUNA, III § 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT DEFENDANTS § 

PLAINTIFFS' ORIGINAL PETITION 

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT: 

NOW, H ^ H H ^ H H ^ ^ H H B H jn^jyidu^uy ^^ 

the : ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H and 

of ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H minor 

children ("Plaintiffs"), complaining of SPORTSSTUFF, INC., SKI LIMITED 

ENTERPRISES INC. ("Product Defendants") a n H H j H H H ^ H ( " D r i v e r 

Defendant"), and for cause of action would respectfiilly show unto the Court the 

following: 

PARTIES 

1. Plaintiffs are citizens of the State of Texas, and reside in Orange, Orange 

County, Texas. 

• ' ' • \ A^l 
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2. Defendant, SPORTSTUFF, INC., is a corporation duly formed and 

existing under the laws of the State of Nebraska, and may be served with process by 

serving its Registered Agent, Leroy Peterson, at 11213 E. Circle, Ste. A, Omaha, 

Nebraska 68137. 

3. Defendant, SKI LIMITED ENTERPRISES, INC., is a corporation duly 

formed and existing under the laws ofthe State of Ohio, and may be served with process 

by serving its Registered Agent, Victor Daprile, at 1303 Boardman-Poland Road, 

Youngstown, Ohio 44514. 

4. Defendant, • H I H H I H I H i i i l V ^ ^" individual residing in Orange 

Coimty, Texas and may be served with process at H J ^ B H I J H H Orange, Texas 

77630. 

DISCOVERY CONTROL PLAN 

5. Pursuant to Rule 190 of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, Plaintiffs 

intend to conduct discovery in this matter urider Level 3 as defined in Texas Rule of Civil 

Procedure 190.4. Plaintiffs would request the immediate entry of a Docket Control Order 

establishing the date of trial before a jury and deadlines for the completion of discovery, 

designation of expert witnesses, challenges to expert witnesses and dispositive motions. 

VENUE 

6. Venue is proper in this Court pursuant to Texas Civil Practice & Remedies 

Code § 15.002(a)(2) since a Defendant resided in Orange County, Texas at the time this 

cause of action accmed. 
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STATEMENT OF THE CASE 

7. On Sunday, April 30, 2006, at approximately 3:00 p.m., 

['Plaintiffs' Decedent") was being pulled behind a boat, 

driven by Driver Defendant ̂ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H on a Wego Kite Tube ("Kite Tube") 

which had been purchased and received by Plaintiffs' Decedent the day before. Said Kite 

Tube was designed, manufactured, and marketed by Product Defendant SPORTSSTUFF, 

INC. Product Defendant SKI LIMITED ENTERPRISES, ESfC. marketed and sold the 

Kite Tube to Plaintiff s Decedent. 

8. There were four passengers on the boat at the time ofthe fatal accident, 

one of which was his wife| 

thirty-three (33) years old, and • • • ^ • • • • • • ^ • H thirty-

one (31) years old, have two children, | 

WttK/KK/M ^g^s 6̂ ght (^) y^ars old and four (4) years old, respectively. 

9. On the day in question, as I ^ ^ H H ^ H I ^ B ^ I ^ I 

being pulled and airbome on the Kite Tube, the tube suddenly and unexpectedly began to 

rapidly descend to the water in an uncontrollable fashion. Upon striking the surface of 

the w a t e r f l | H H | ^ | ^ | H | H | H ^ H | H | s u f f e r e d severe bodily injuries resulting 

in his eventual death forty-five (45) rhinutes later. 

10. The Kite Tube in question was designed, manufactured, marketed, 

distributed, supplied and/or sold by Product Defendants. 

11. The Kite Tube in question was unreasonably dangerous and defective at 

the time it was designed, manufactured, marketed, distributed, supphed and/or sold. At 

all times relevant to this cause of action, Product Defendants engaged in the business of 

was 
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designing, manufacturing, marketing, distributing, supplying and/or selling Wego Kite 

Tubes, and placed into the stream of commerce the Kite Tube at issue. The Kite Tube 

was in a defective condition at the time it left the control of the Product Defendants and 

at the time it came into the control of Plaintiffs. The defective condition of the Kite 

Tube, which made it unreasonably dangerous for the use of the general public and 

Plaintiffs' decedent, arose because of a defective design, a defect in the manufacturing 

process and/or because of defective marketing. 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY—GENERAL NEGLIGENCE 

12. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs 1 through 11 above and further allege as follows. 

13. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS in designing, manufactiu"ing, marketing, 

distributing, supplying and/or selling the above mentioned product had a duty to 

Plaintiffs to do so in a reasonable manner to enswe that the product was safe and did not 

pose an unreasonable risk of causing harm to those who used the product for its intended 

purpose. 

14. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS breached this duty when they placed the 

defective and dangerous product into the stream of commerce when they knew or should 

have known of its defective nature and propensity to cause harm to individuals such as 

Plaintiffs. 

15. Plaintiffs carmot more specifically allege the acts of negligent manufacture 

or design on the part of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, because facts in that regard are 

peculiarly within the knowledge of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS. As such, alternatively, 

in the event Plaintiffs are unable to prove specific acts of negligent design or 
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manufacture, Plaintiffs rely on the doctrine of res ipsa loquitur. In this connection. 

Plaintiffs would show that the character of the occurrence giving rise to this litigation is 

such that it would not have happened in the absence of negligence, and that the design 

and manufacture of the product was within the exclusive control of PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS at the time the negligence occurred. Plaintiffs have no means of 

ascertaining the method or manner in which the product was designed and/or 

manufactiured, and it came into the Plaintiffs' possession in the same condition it was in 

when it left the control of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS. Thus, PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS were negligent in the design and/or manufacture ofthe product at issue. 

16. As a direct and proximate resuh of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' 

negligence, the defective and dangerous product caused harm and injury to Plaintiffs. 

17. Wherefore, Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 
STRICT PRODUCTS LIABILITY 

18. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs 1 through 17 above and further allege as follows. 

19. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, at all times relevant to this action, engaged 

in the business of designing, manufacturing, marketing, distributing, selling, and/or 

supplying the product to consumers in the general public. 

20. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, knew and intended that the product 

designed, manufactured, marketed, distributed, sold, and/or supplied by PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS would be purchased by consumers without inspection for defects. 

21. The product in question was unreasonably dangerous and defective at the 

time it was designed, manufactured, marketed, distributed, sold, and/or supplied. 

/A^ 
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•22. The defects in the product in question included defects in design, 

manufacture and marketing. The product in question was in a defective condition at the 

time it left the control ofthe PRODUCT DEFENDANTS and at the time it came into the 

control of the Plaintiffs. 

23. The defective conditions of the product in question, which made it 

unreasonably dangerous for the use ofthe general public and the Plaintiffs, arose because 

ofa defect in the design, manufactiuing and/or marketing ofthe product. 

24. The defects in the product in question were a producing cause of the 

incident, injuries and damages sustained by the Plaintiffs. 

25. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and thereon, allege that PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS: 

(a) knew or should have known that the product designed, manufactured, 

marketed, distributed, sold, or supplied by PRODUCT DEFENDANTS 

were defective and dangerous in the marmer alleged above; 

(b) knew or should have known that because of the defect, the product could 

not safely be used for the ptuposes for which it was intended; 

(c) knew or should have known that the product was defective and dangerous, 

and in conscious disregard of the safety of the general public, consumers, 

and Plaintiffs, placed it in the stream of commerce without waming 

customers or the unknowing general public, or Plaintiffs, ofthe defects; 

(d) knew or should have known that when the product was placed in the 

stream of commerce, it would be sold to and used by the general public, 

consumers, and Plaintiffs, without inspection for defects; and 

^^0^ 
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26. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, in designing, manufacturing, marketing, 

distributing, selling, and supplying the product, had a duty to Plaintiffs to do so in a 

reasonable manner and to ensure that the product was without defect. PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS breached these duties by placing the defective product into the stream of 

commerce when they knew or reasonably should have known ofthe product's defective 

nature and or its propensity to cause harm to individuals such as Plaintiffs. 

27. By placing the defective product into the stream of commerce, PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS impliedly represented that it was safe for the purpose for which it was 

intended. As a direct and proximate result of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' conduct in 

the designing, manufacturing, marketing, distributing, selling, or supplying of the 

defective and dangerous product, Plaintiffs have suffered harm and injuries. 

28. Wherefore, named Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY—DEFECT IN DESIGN, 

MANUFACTURE and ASSEMBLY 

29. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs 1 through 28 above and further alleges as follows. 

30. The product that is the subject ofthe instant action was not reasonably fit, 

suitable, or safe for its intended use by reason of a defect in its design, manufacture, or 

assembly, which caused it to be unreasonably dangerous. 

31. The defect in design, manufacture, or assembly existed at the time 

PRODUCT DEFENDANTS placed the product into the stream of commerce. 

32. The product was being used in its intended and reasonably foreseeable 

manner when it caused injury to Plaintiffs. 

/ ^9 
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33. As a direct and proximate result thereof, Plaintiffs have suffered injuries 

and damages. 

34. Wherefore, named Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY—FAILURE TO WARN OF 

DANGER IN USE OF PRODUCT 

35. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs 1 through 34 above and further allege as follows. 

36. At all relevant times, the product manufactiu-ed and/or distributed by 

PRODUCT DEFENDANTS was defective as a result ofthe fact that it was unreasonably 

dangerous and defective. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS failed to give adequate waming of 

the high likelihood that the product will become uncontrollably unstable when airbome, 

thereby causing the rider to have little or no control over the product's flight pattem, thus 

rendering the product unsafe for its intended or reasonably foreseeable use. PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS knew that the product was extremely dangerous, yet advertised the 

product as fit for inexperienced amateurs, and deliberately decided to omit any safety 

equipment such as to convey the false impression that little or no risk was involved in 

using the product. 

37. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and thereon allege, that at all relevant 

times PRODUCT DEFENDANTS had specific knowledge of the risk or could have 

known ofthe risk by the application of scientific and industry knowledge available at the 

time ofthe manufactiu-e ofthe product. 

38. At all times herein mentioned, PRODUCT DEFENDANTS knew the 

product was defective in the manner herein alleged, that in all likelihood the defective 

' • - 5 " . A . '.\ ̂  
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product would produce an injurious result in normal use and that such result was 

potentially life threatening to each individual to whom the product was sold. 

Notwithstanding this knowledge, PRODUCT DEFENDANTS failed to give adequate 

notice to the purchasers of the grave risks associated with the use of the product, and 

instead placed and persisted in placing the defective product into the stream of 

commerce, thus causing harm and injuries to Plamtiffs. 

39. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS marketed the product as a product fit for 

amateurs. Had PRODUCT DEFENDANTS given Plaintiffs sufficient, conspicuous 

notice ofthe known risks associated with the product, they would not have purchased the 

product. 

40. As a direct and proximate resuh of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' failure to 

1^1 
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INCIDENT REPORT 

The 45-year-old father ofthe 20 ahd 21-year old victims has been boating for over 30 
years. Over the last ten years the father has taken his sons water skiing and tubing on the 
Missouri River which is on the Nebraska/Iowa border. The father and mother own a 

I 

cabin on the river where they vacation on weekends in the summer. The father described 
his sons as sports and water enthusiasts but not high risk takers. 

In January, 2006, the father began looking in boating catalogues at the new tubing 
products being offered. He saw a product called the kite tube which was ten feet in 
diameter. The father stated that until now his sons had ridden on tubes up to five feet in 
diameter. The picture showed the kite tube in the air about five to ten feet off the water 
while it was being towed by the boat. The father related that he thought the kite tube 
looked like fun and went on the Intemet to check out the prices. 

On April 4, 2006, the father went to an area marine center that sold boats and accessories. 
At the center he saw the kite tube on display and inquired about the product. The marine 
center sales staff related that they had sold 50 of them at a recent boat show and had a 
video ofthe kite tube showing how it performed being pulled behind a boat. The father 
viewed the video at the center and related that the kite tube appeared to be very stable in , 
the air while being pulled by the boat. Based on this video, the father ordered one of the 
kite tubes for his sons to use in the upcoming summer. The kite tubt arrived at the end of 
April, 2006 and the father picked it up on May 1, 2006. The regular cost ofthe kite tube 
was listed at $499 but the marine center sold it to the father at the boat show reduced 
price of $400. Following and attached as Exhibit "A" is a picture Ofthis kite tube. 

Accompanying the kite tube was a 60 foot tow rope, video on how to use the tube and 
some product literature. The father stated that he and his sons viewed the video and read 
the product literature prior to using the kite tube. He added that he did not read the 
warnings printed on the kite tube as he believed they were the same as those mentioned in 
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the video and printed in the literature. Attached as Exhibit "B" is a copy ofthe video, 
owner's manual and product literature. 

On May 21, 2006, the father stated that he took his family to their cabin on the river and 
decided to use the kite tube for the first time. He recalls that it was a nice day with little 
or no wind. The father blew up the tube with the 12 volt pump that they had used with 
their other tubes and then attached one end ofthe new tow rope to his 1990 17 foot Well 
Craft Inboard/Outboard open bow sport boat with a 165 hp MerCmiser motor and the 
other end to the kite tube as instmcted in the product literature. He added that the tow 
rope was 60 feet in length but could be shortened by ten foot increments. On this day, the 
father adjusted the length ofthe tow rope to 40 feet. 

Both of his sons got into the kite tube separately with life jackets on, stood in the foot 
pockets and grabbed the handles on the kite tube. Neither son had any prior experience 
with this size of tube. The closest size they had ridden on was a five foot diarneter tube. 
The father was driving the boat and the mother was riding in the boat. As they took off, 
the son would pull on a rope attached to the fi-ont middle ofthe tube to lift the front ofthe 
kite tube so that water would not get into the tube. After that, the rider would pull on the 
kite tube handles to lift the front ofthe tube up so that it could get air to lift off the water. 
The father related that he tried various speeds up to 40 mph but each time the tube would 
start to lift off the water, it would buckle in the middle. He added that the tube was also 
bending as it moved side to side in the water. 

A few days after this experience, the father went back to the marine center and reported 
the trouble they were having getting the kite tube off of the water. The marine staff 
advised that the kite tube was under inflated and showed the father a tube that was 
inflated to a solid state. The marine staff recommended using a larger pump and showed 
the father one with 1 lOV, 3 psi for $70 which he purchased. 

The next weekend. May 28*, the father took his wife and 20-year-old son out to the 
cabin. He blew up the kite ttibe with the new pump to a solid state. The father attached 
the tow rope to the boat at a 40 foot length and then later extended the rope length to 60 
feet. He added that his son got into the kite tube, stood in the foot pockets and grabbed 
the handles on the tube. The father was driving the boat and the mother was video taping 
her son on the tube. The father stated that as the driver, he was constantly adjusting the 
speed ofthe boat to get the kite tube in the air. As his son pulled on the handles which 
lifted the front ofthe tube in the air, the tube would catch some air and lift off the water. 
When it was about five to ten feet off the water, the father would try to maintain the 
speed ofthe boat and as the tube started to descend to the water, the father would increase 
the speed. He added that he was always adjusting the speed and it was a constant 
leaming experience. The father related that while the tube was in the air, he was unable 
to see his son on the tube. He added that the tube has a plastic window that in theory 
allows the driver to see the rider and vice versa. However, the plastic window is cloudy 
and the angle of the tube in the air does not allow either party to see each other. 
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The father noted that the breeze dramatically affected the height ofthe kite tube off of the 
water. A small gust ofwind would easily lift the tube higher in the air as well as send it 
diving to the water. The father also noted that the cold water would cause the tube to 
deflate and they would have to go back to shore sporadically to add air to the tube. On 
this weekend, the mother video taped several of her 20-year-old son's rides on the tube 
which show the kite tube in the air as well as crashing down into the water and throwing 
her son off. No injuries occurred this weekend. Attached as Exhibit "C" is a copy ofthis 
video. The first four chapters ofthe tape are footage from May 28*. 

On June 3, 2006, the father again went out to their cabin with his wife and sons. He 
inflated the kite tube to maximum and attached the tow rope at the 60 foot length. On 
this day there was a slight breeze and the first to ride on the tube was his 20-year-old son. 
His 21-year-old son rode on a skee-doo along side the boat. Also present in the boat was 
the mother who was video taping. The father stated that during this ride, they were able 
to get the kite tube off of the water on several occasions without incident. The ride lasted 
about 10-15 minutes as it was hard for the rider to hold onto the handles of the kite tube 
much longer and the tube needed to be somewhat re-inflated from the cold water. 
Attached as Exhibit "C" is a copy ofthis video. Chapters 5-7 are ofthe 20-year-old son 
earlier in the day and not of the injury incident. 

After this first ride and at about 1:00 PM, the 21-year-old son got on the kite tube with a 
life jacket and the 20-year-old .rode the skee-doo along side. The father related that 
during this ride they hit speeds of up to 30 mph and were able to get the kite tube off of 
the water on several occasions without incident. After about five minutes of riding, the 
kite tube was up in the air when it tipped to the side and came down hard into the water 
knocking off his son. Attached as Exhibit "C" in chapter 8 ofthe home video is footage 
of this injury incident. 

From the 21 -year-old who is 5' 9" and 170# perspective, he stated that he got on the kite 
tube in the middle ofthe river and put his feet in the middle pockets and his hands on the 
middle handles. As they started off, the son pulled on the middle rope to lift the front of 
the tube out ofthe water so that water would not get on top ofthe tube. 

As they got going, the son held onto the tube handles and pulled back on them to lift the 
front ofthe tube so that it could get air to lift off the water. The son related that for about 
five minutes, they were able to get the kite tube to lift off the water arid then go back 
down and touch the water. He added that at times he would reach 30 feet in the air before 
the tube would come back down. On the final lift off, the tube made a 'swoop' in the air 
at 25 feet and then came down hard on its side to the water. When the tube hit the water 
the son was knocked off The son stated that he was a mnning back in high school 
football and never received a hit as hard as the one when he hit the water. He added that 
the wind was knocked out of him and he was coughing up blood. At this point, the 21-
year-old son decided he was finished for the day, rode the skee-doo back to the cabin and 
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drove back home. The son related he continued to cough up blood for several hours 
before it stopped that evening. He added that his whole body hurt from the impact. 

The 21-year-old son reported that there is a window on the kite tube which is there to 
allow the rider and driver ofthe boat to see and signal each other; however, you cannot 
see through the window as it is cloudy. He added that when you are up in the air on the 
kite tube, there is nothing you can do to change the direction ofthe tube or make it come 
back down. The son related that he thought he would have more conttol as he had on the 
five foot tube. He added that when the kite tube is in the air, everything happens within a 
matter of seconds and you are merely along for the ride and have no control. 

Later in the day, the 20-year-old son decided to go for another ride on the kite tube. The 
father drove the boat as he had in prior rides, speeding up to get the kite tube off the 
water and slowing down a little when it went too high. The son's girl friend was in the 
boat as well as the mother. The father related that during this ride they hit speeds of up to 
30 mph and were able to get the kite tube off of the water on several occasions without 
incident. After a few minutes of riding, the kite tube was up in the air about five feet and 
then suddenly went up to 25 feet. It swooped, tipped upside down and came down hard 
into the water knocking off his son. There is no video tape ofthis incident. 

After the tube hit the water, the father saw his son floating face down and unconscious in 
the water. He immediately drove the boat over close to his son, jumped into the water 
and picked up his son. As they were lifting him into the boat, his son started to come 
around. At this point, they towed the kite tube back to shore and discontinued use. The 
father reported that there was no evident damage to the kite tube from the incidents. 

From the 20-year-old who is 5'11" and 160# perspective, this was his third ride ofthe 
day and he was having fun on the kite tube. He put his feet in the middle pockets and his 
hands on the middle handles. As they started off, the son pulled on the middle rope to lift 
the front ofthe tube out ofthe water so that water would not get on top ofthe tube. As 
they got going, the son held onto the tube handles and pulled back on them to lift the 
front ofthe tube so that it could get air to lift off the water. The son related that for a few 
minutes, they were able to get the kite tube to lift off the water and then go back down 
and touch the water. He added that on one lift off he was about five feet in the air when 
suddenly the tube went up several more feet, made a circle in the air and then came down 
hard to the water upside down. The son hit his back and head on the water and was 
knocked unconscious. The son recalls getting into the boat and not too much more about 
the incident. 

The 20-year-old reiterated what his brother had said about the kite tube having a window 
to allow the rider and driver ofthe boat to see and signal each other; however, you cannot 
see through the window as it is cloudy. He added that when you are up in the air on the 
kite tube, there is nothing you can do to change the direction ofthe tube or make it come 
back down. The 20-year-old also related that he thought he would have more control as 
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he had on the five foot tube. He added that when the kite tube is in the air, everything 
happens within a matter of seconds and you are merely along for the ride and have no 
conttol. 

The father stated that they stayed at the cabin into the evening. He added that they 
checked on their 20-year-old son often as they noticed that he was staring a lot. WTien 
they asked him how he was doing, he continued to repeat himself with the same answer 

- that his ear was plugged. After talking with the victim's girlfriend who was a nursing 
student and contacting friends, the father and mother decided to take their son to the 
emergency room of a nearby hospital to be checked out. 

Iniuries 

On June 3'̂ '' at 11:00 PM, the son arrived at the emergency room. The staff asked him 
questions about his age, what day it was, where he lived and the 20-year-old did not give 
the right answers to the questions. The victim then had a CAT scan which came back 
showing no bleeding or swelling. The hospital diagnosed a second degree concussion, 
prescribed ibuprofen and recommended the victim see his regular doctor on June 5 . 
They further noted that the victim's memory should start coming back in the next few 
days. , 

On June 4*, the mother talked with her 21-year-old son who said that he had found a 
bump on his side and still hurt all over. The mother mentioned that they were taking his 
brother to the doctor the next day and the 21-year-old decided to come along. 

On June 5*̂ , they went to their family doctor and the memory ofthe 20-year-old son was 
checked and appeared to be getting better but he still did not remember the details ofthe 
incident. The 21-year-old had a chest x-ray that showed some cartilage between his ribs 
was out of place and swollen. The doctor stated that nothing was brokeii and the swelling 
should go down in the next few days. 

During the evening of Jvme 5̂ ,̂ the 20-year-old noticed blood in his urine. The mother 
called the doctor and he said to bring the son in the next day. On June 6* the 20-year-old 
son went to the doctor and after miming some tests, diagnosed that he had kidney stones. 
The doctor referred the son to an urologist for examination. 

On June 7 , the son went to the urologist, an x-ray was taken and he went home. That 
evening, the 20-year-old son started to complain side and back pain. The father and 
mother took him to the emergency room for evaluation. When they got to the emergency 
room, the pain was starting to subside. The doctor speculated that the kidney stone was 
starting to move which was causing the pain. He gave the son some pain medication and 
sent him home. The doctor related that the kidney stone was probably present prior to the 
kite tube incident but was jarred loose from the impact when the son hit the water. 
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Since that time, the 20-year-old continues to have side and back pain off and on. The 
family consulted with their physician and decided to have a dye test performed on their 
son to locate the kidney stone. This test is scheduled for June 23'̂ '̂ . Attached as Exhibit 
"D" are copies of both sons' medical records noting the injuries, diagnosis and treatment. 

On June 5, 2006, the father called the marine center where he purchased the kite tube and 
reported the incidents. He added that they were not doing anything impractical with the 
kite tube, only trymg like everyone else to get it to fly. The father reported that the kite 
tube was too unpredictable and unstable in how it performed. He added that the kite tube 
reacts to changes in tube inflation, speed ofthe boat and wind which is the most 
uncontrollable factor. The marine center told the father to bring the kite tube back and 
that they have had other returns too. The marine center offered a partial refund which was 
80% less of purchase price or $320. The father took part ofthe refund in merchandise 
and part in cash. 

These injury incidents were brought to the attention ofthe U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission through a television news article. In this article the girl friend ofthe 20-
year-old son reports the kite tube injury incident. This investigator received this 
assignment on June 15, 2006 and contacted a number of law enforcement authorities 
before locating the girl fiiend ofthe 20-year-old male victim. On June 20*̂ , this 
investigator conducted an on-site interview with the girl friend and 20-year-old victim 
and on June 2 A this investigator conducted an on-site interview with the 21-year-old 
victim and his parents. During the interview with the parents, the father reported that he 
believes the kite tube is not safe as it is too unpredictable and unstable in how it performs. 
He added that the kite tube reacts to changes in tube inflation, speed ofthe boat, rider 
experience (including age, weight & height) and wind, which is the most unconfrollable 
factor. 

On June 20* and June 21^\ this investigator went to the marine center where the kite tube 
had been purchased to obtain product information on the kite tube. The sales staff stated 
that they began selling the kite tube the second week of January, 2006 and estimated that 
to date they have sold about 38 ofthe kite tubes. The staff related that they have only had 
one retum and have not received any other complaints. In regards to the one retum 
which was from the consumer in this report, the staff had seen the video clip showed on 
the television news. They related that the kite tube was under inflated and that it 
appeared the consumer was going too fast (40-50 mph) and should not have gone faster 
than 25 mph which caused the incident. The sales staff allowed this investigator to take 
photographs of a kite tube on display that was inflated and hanging from the ceiling. The 
sales staff also provided copies ofthe instmctional video, product literature, catalog 
advertising and the 2006 catalog of products sold by the manufacturer ofthe kite tube. 
However, the kite tube was not featured in this catalog. Copies ofthis product 
infonnation are included in Exhibit "B". 

i</^7 
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The kite tube has the following features: 

120 inch inflated diameter (10 feet) with slanted saucer configuration. 
840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating. 
Computerized double stitched sewing. 
Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 
Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked. 
Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit. 
Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick 
connection. 
Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation. 
Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for 
comfortable foot, knee, and leg use. 
8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard. 
Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls. 
Reflective Safety Piping on all handles and on the outside top taping. 
Variable loops for detachable leash use. 
Panoramic see through double windows. 
Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included. 
High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with 
checkerboard and caution accent striping 
Instructional DVD, tow rope and starting leash included. 
90 day warranty 

Warnings 

The kite tube has wamings noted in its instmctional DVD, product literature and printed 
directly on the kite tube top surface. The wamings on the kite tube are reiterated as 
follows: 

WARNING 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Not a Lifesaving Device. 
• Never Leave Children Unattended. 
• Use Only Under Competent Supervision. 
• Read the owner's manual carefully before using your Sportsstuff towable. 
• Not for use by children under twelve (12) years of age. 
• The watercraft driver is responsible for the towable and rider(s) since the 

towable cannot be controlled by the rider(s). The rider(s) may not be able to 
see where he/she is going. 

• Always have an experienced operator (driver) at the helm of the watercraft 
• Always have three or more people present for safe tubing: one to drive, one 

to observe, and one or more to ride. 

• / \ 
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Observer in the boat should keep the driver aware of the towable rider(s) 
status. 
Always keep a lookout for other watercraft, boats, swimmers, towables, and 
other obstructions in the water. 
Stay away from other boats and personal watercraft, docks, pilings, bridges, 
shallow water, and the shore. 
The watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which 
might cause the towable to flip over, resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
Do not use at speeds that exceed the sldlls of the rider. Never exceed 20 mph 
when towing adults or 15 mph when towing children. 
Use a tow rope specifically designed for towables. 
Never operate the watercraft or ride the towable under the influence of 
alcohol or other drugs. 
Never place wrists or feet through the handles or towing harness. Ensure 
that the tow rope is clear or all body parts prior to or during use. 
Riders should keep arms and feet out of the water. 
Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) approved type III (PFD) ski vest or 
as recommended by proper government authorities. 
Do not exceed the manufacturer's recommended number of riders for this 
tube. 
Do not u se this unit when it is under-inflated. The risks involved with this 
could include entrapment which may result in death or serious injury. 
Use a tow rope of at least 1500 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling a 
single person, 2375 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 
Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling three people, and 4100 Ibs average 
tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope 
should be at least 45 feet in length but not exceed 65 feet. 

• The manufacturer, Sportsstufl', Inc., does not have control over the use of 
this product and assumes no liability therein. Under no circumstances is 
Sportsstuff or the seller liable for any loss, damage, injury, or expenses of 
any kind arising out of the use of this product. It is the responsibility or the 
user to determine the proper suitability and safety ofthe product during 
normal use. This product is subject to age, wear, and deterioration from the 
use and weather conditions. We strongly recommend that you inspect the 
product on a regular basis. 

102605.02 ITEM NO.: 53-5000 ©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

KITE TUBE BOAT DRTVER 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Driver should be at least 16 years of age and pass a coast guard approved 
boating course. 

• Utilize a large, wide angle, rear view mirror (20 inch width) to keep eye on 
Kite elevation. 

': 7 A^7 
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Slow speed to reduce height, a sudden gust of wind can send the rider up to 
20 feet high or more in half a second. 
Maintain constant communication with spotter about the Kite tube and its 
performance. 
Adjust boat speed to reduce the height of the Kite tube. 
The Kite Tube is unlike any other towable tube. It can sustain flight at 
various heights for long periods of time. 
Wind, boat speed, rider weight, and length of rope are big variables in Kiting 
performance. 
Pay attention and adjust the boat speed frequently to fit the conditions. You 
are the director. 
Never Kite higher than you want the rider to fall, adjust your speed. 
Avoid excessive boat speed at all times. 
Have pre-ride meeting with spotter and rider to discuss the type of ride to be 
given. 
Determine the best conditions for Kite tubing based on rider weight, boat 
speed and wind speed. 
Give-way to all other watercraft, especially sailboats. 
The Kite tube can sustain flight with steady head wind and boat speed. Head 
into the wind. 
Be aware of cross winds and wind gusts. 
Use the large, panoramic window to monitor and communicate with the 
rider. 
Don't gamble with rider safety. Driver must accept 100% responsibility for 
the safety of the rider. 
Instruct the rider to lean back and pull on the leash to keep the nose up until 
the boat and tube plane out. As the boat planes out and the tube rises out of 
the Water, there will be almost no drag on the boat. 
Most boating accidents happen in less than 2 seconds. 
Reaction time varies from 120 to 255 feet of boat length. 
Do not be in-attentive. Do not let your mind wander. Focus on what you are 
doing. 
Never use the Kite Tube with wind forces so strong that you are unable to 
maintain control. 
Don't Kite in electrical storms. 
The Kite Tube is an air foil of extremely limited capabilities with regard to 
wind and turbulence. 
Instruct all riders of rules and warnings, plus how to ride. 
In riding position, the rider and tube are at a 45° angle to the water's surface. 
Avoid floating objects and all immoveable objects. 
All riders should be towed at speeds that allow fpr reasonable control. 
Avoid submarining the towable when first starting out or on spills. 
Slow boat down to 5 mph to turn around and pick up the rider. 

VJ lAE/ 
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• In many cases when the rider falls off, the Kite will continue to be airborne. 
• Don't be a gunner, slamming the throttie forward and forgetting about the 

towable and your rider. Focus. 
• In no-wind conditions, use zig-zags, wliips, figure eights and circles that the 

Kite tube wiU Kite in, but remember the Kite tube is designed to Kite into the 
wind. 

• Do not throw away your owner's manual. You must review periodically and 
especially when allowing others to use or borrow your Kite tube. 

• Unlike most towables that ride on the water's surface and have tremendous 
drag, when the Kite Tube is Kiting or flying there is almost no drag and the 
boat has a tendency to go faster, so watch out for this effect (a lot of drag to 
no drag). 

• Don't overload your boat with a lot of passengers. 
• Like many towables, rider balance too far forward can cause towable to nose 

under. This is called submarining. When you start moving forward, make 
sure the rider holds the leash on the tube to help keep the nose up during 
takeoff until the boat reaches planing speed and lift occurs on the Kite tube. 
If the boat driver, spotter and rider are not paying attention, the towable 
could nose in. This causes the submarine effect, which results in the towable 
acting like an anchor. Reduce speed immediately otherwise you will create 
too much drag on the boat and tube, causing something to break. 

• Pay attention when starting out to prevent this effect. Let's say everything 
goes right and the Kite tube and rider are traveling at a sustained height 
above the water and the rider falls off. The Kite might continue its flight or 
crash down into the water. We suggest that you slow the boat down to 5 
mph, otherwise the towable might again act like a submarine, because it is 
upside down or wind conditions have forced it into a weird position where it 
cannot be towed at any speed other than 5 mph. 

• It is the obligation of the boat driver to operate the boat in responsible safe 
manner and not try to "dump the rider". 

• Experience safe Kiting. 
©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

WARNING 
KITE TUBE RIDER 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Avoid gusty and cross winds, use in light to moderate steady winds. 
• Gusts and cross winds can cause this product to experience sudden changes 

in height or direction. 
• Use in at least 6 feet of ivater depth, the higher you Kite, the deeper the water 

should be. 
• Never use in shallow waters. 
• Boat driver, spotter and rider are all beginners, take it easy, learn in light 

steady wind, start slow. 

pv 
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Your body weight is a factor pn balance and control, shifting helps to control 
kiting (rider is ballast). 
Have pre-ride discussion with rider, driver and spotter. 
Never Kite higher than you're willing to fall. 
Into a steady wind, flight occurs more easily. 
With the wind, flight is not so easy. 
Based on rider weight, a lighter person will Kite easier than heavier person. 
Do not over-estimate your ability. Kiting takes a practiced level of skill. 
Keep tube's nose up when starting out, pull back on the ball/leash to help 
hold the nose up until the boat reaches planning speed. 
Rider safety is in the hands of the boat driver and spotter. 
Stay 100 yards from shore, avoid other boat traffic, power lines, and other 
immoveable objects. 
Be aware of natural wind breaks and barriers that change the wind flow. 
Use rear transom tow point. Using higher tow point means the Kite can Kite 
higher. 
Maximum 1 rider capacity. 
Do not exceed 200 pound maximum weight or 100 pounds minimum, be at 
least 12 years of age and a height of 5 feet or more. 
Balance to minimize movement while airborne. Too much movement can 
cause the Kite tube to become wobbly and over turn. Maintain a good center 
of gravity. 
10 and 2 o'clock are the best control hand positions. 
Hang time, Kite time, can be 1 second to many minutes. 
Length of hang time depends on the wind, boat speed and rider weight. 
A straight boat heading into the wind creates the optimum Kiting 
performance. 
Ballet performance is what you are looking for (up and down). 
Use the large panoramic window to see the boat and to view rider height. 
Force the tube down by pushing your weight down with a swift motion. 
Use your position within the slotting system cockpit to adjust pitch or the 
angle by which the nose of the tube is inclined up or down from the 
horizontal. 
Use the handles to adjust left to right balance. 
Utilize a combination of foot and hand positions to accommodate the current 
wind and boat speed conditions. 
Do not use this tube ifyou are pregnant, could be pregnant, or ifyou have 
neck or back problems. 
Raise arms above head following a spill to signify to the boat driver and 
spotter that you are okay. 
A rider that falls or is ejected should try to fall away from the Kite tube. 
Experience safe Kiting. 

©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 
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WARNING 
KITE TUBE USE 
Release of Liability: 
By assembling and inflating the Kite Tube, you agree that you have read and 
understand the entire SportsstufFs product manual, including all instructions and 
warnings contained in that material prior to using the Kite Tube. You additionally 
agree that you will ensure any additional or subsequent users of the Kite Tube will 
read and understand the entire owner's manuaL Misuse or improper use of the 
Kite tube could result in risks, dangers and hazards which may result in serious 
injury or death. The risks and dangers that may be encountered through the 
improper use of the Kite Tube can be avoided by reading and following the warning 
guidelines listed within the owner's manual and by proper use of the Kite Tube. 
Your assembly and use ofthis product shall be evidence of your agreement to the 
fullest extent permitted by law, to properly follow the instructions and abide by the 
warnings set forth within the product manuaL Your asseihbly and use ofthe Kite 
Tube shall also constitute a release, to the extent permitted by law, by you and by 
any third party permitted by you to use, in any manner, the Kite Tube, to 
Sportsstuff from any and all liability for any loss, damage, injury and/or expense 
that you or any user ofthe Kite Tube may suffer as a result ofthe use ofthe Kite 
Tube. This release shall extend to any loss, damage, injury or expense due to any 
cause whatsoever, including negligence or breach of contract on the part of 
Sportsstuff and/or any party participating in the design and/or manufacture of the 
Kite Tube. The terms of this release shall be effective and binding upon you, your 
heirs, next of kin, executors, administrators, assigns and representatives. Your 
assembly and use ofthe Kite Tube shall constitute your agreement to assume and 
accept any or all known or unkhown risks or injury to you and/or to third parties 
through the use of the Kite Tube. Sportsstuff and related parties have not made 
and hereby expressly deny any oral or written representation and/or warranty, 
including warranty for a particular purpose, other than what is set forth herein and 
in the Sportsstuffs Kite Tube manual. 
110806.03 ©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit "A" - Pictures and photographs ofkite tube, product information and wamings 
on the tube as well as the boat used to pull the kite tube. 

Exhibit "B" - Copies ofthe instmctional video, product literature, catalog advertising of 
the kite tube and the 2006 catalog of products sold by the manufacturer of 
the kite tube. (The video, all ofthis product literature and advertising will 
be sent directly to the Compliance Officer.) 
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Exhibit "C" - Copy ofthe home video taken by the mother on May 27, 2006 and June 
3'̂ '' of her 21-year-old son's injury incident. (Video will be sent directly to 
Compliance Officer. 

Exhibit "D" - Copies ofthe medical records ofthe 20-year-old son and 21-year-old son. 

Exhibit "E" - Authorization to Release Name forms. 
Father - No 
Mother - Yes 
20-year-old son - Yes 
21-year-old son - Yes 

Exhibit "F" - Contact List 

/W 
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Inc. Internet site. 
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Inc. Internet site. 

IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 
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information. 
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SPORTSSTOFF, INC. 
t12-»3E Circle, SuiteA 
Omaha, NE 68137 USA 
Tel: 402.592.9085 
Fax: 402.592.1354 
MADE »N CWH.^ 
Customer Service: 
888.814.8833 
Intemet Address: 

E-mail: cuslom«rcarei^sports3tuff.com 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Packaging and product 
information. 
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Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - On display at retaU 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - On display at retail 
store. The white box near the top is a see-through window. The rope with the 
tennis balls hanging from it is for the rider to pull on causing the front end to 
rise and lift off the water. 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Warnings 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Warnings 

IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" -1990 17 foot Well Craft Inboard/Outboard 
open bow sport boat. 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - 165 hp MerCruiser motor on the 1990 17-
foot Well Craft Inboard/Outboard open bow sport boat 
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î  

1 
ff 
sr 

1 
5* 

1 
f 

° (sl 

S 
h-t ^ I 

g o 

a. 

.1 

z ^ - ^ ? ^ 



ii 
•z. a 

- H -y S fl'S. ; 

S ^ a .5 s •; 

5- Jf 

U] 
l i l i f 

rill 
111 
s i s 

i'l 1-

Mi 

3 ^ S'J S 

Hi l l 

<» a CT g c 
S " | l = 
H» H * ^ ^ I ?£ = 

i a - J 
a 1 5 5 

?-= = 

is. I I 

I i S I 

"-•5 » I 

I f f? 

illi 
5 B =S 

cm < S £ 

b G rt g " 

i ' l f |?3 
5 - * c a § 

5 5 1 

• ^ ! 

5-5 

= 6 I S = 

R 9 3 1 K 

f i 
a y 
-» f ». 
f « ^ 
" s i 

i t 

i ' ^ - i i 

- S o g. 3 

I I 
l i 

li 
f! 
M 

^ ft i s-« 

. g- g. a. a 5-

?B S i 3 

ft i - | ' " I 

I I i f I 

? i ! s I 
_ S & S- *̂  

3 5 B I £-« a 

® i 3 B 
§ i 

f i s i s Ij-
= § 3 . I 3 j -5 

!-iis f r 

? Si 

S ? 

a i IT 

«. y s t 

Ss-

I.ill 

im 
-5. a •" 

, J.S 

Hil l 

P i l l 
I i i l l 

i f Srii 

mi 
s 

u 

lltl 
m\ 
I f ! ' 

vA 

fill 
a 3 5.5 
&" l l 
" I s 3 
2 ' s i o 
5-5 1 2 

S, s « I 

I I? 

ier 

l i . B s i 

a « L 5 5 

K i l i ill 
- ' ' r t 9 * * - s a S = 5 

j - S I : " E g S - s - S i i 

^ l ; 

Hi 

I l i 

si 

r a M 
rs'li

iirfiinrfi 

; 3 i i . : a * i 

^« i-
8 | 3 3 
" E. a a 
• • B - M 

. 5, J a B = 
s g s 

i I - " • 

* | 3 
8 s-a I I I 

' •S3 I. 

111 
Is? 

I N 

I : 
. | E 3 

i -s S-1-

° 1 i 
s 5 . | 

> E .OB 

S 3 s 

I'l 
2 c 9 

• s l l 

; s 111 

I S ; f 

i 5S 

IP ; #2 

k J ii i l l 

3 .5 £. 3 §. ;• § k 

t = f s 

51: = 

t s r t ' 
rSrs : 
i l l i 

?5 5 E a s s 

9 ^ &• 

idfillllllJhllii 
''it 

AA'' 

l i s 

H 2'i 

— < a: = 

3 5 1 1 

a I 5 ! 

I* ffg 

i l l 
I I i | 

I I 
| a s 
i I." 

I f l?-i i . i | i 

, ^ I 8 f 3 g ^. i S 

3- I & f F S 8 I 

•5lt= 
1 - I t 

I S S-s 
B " E £ 

iii 
1 K 5 5 

s 15-

5 £ : 

11 | h 
3 5 O c B 

i-g go-: 
I 3 f. fe 

s- a a 

». • I. 

S,»1 

p =* a a " g - I S. = 

WARRANTY REGISTRATION CARD 
•Warranty valid onlyiuthcU.S. T 0 6 - 0 0 9 5 5 2 9 

Purchaser N a m e : . Date of Purchase : 

Addre s s : . 

r i t y -

Date of P u r c h a s e : . 

Model: 

, S ta te : Zip C o d e : . Coun t ry : 

. Dealer 's N a m e : . 

War ran ty registration also available online a t w\vw.sportsstuff.com 

A77'':' /^oi 



IDI 060614HCC3 602 

EXHIBIT "C" 

Copy of the home video 
taken by the mother on May 
27, 2006 and June 3, 2006 of 

her 20 and 21 -year-old sons 
kite tubing. 

(Video will be sent directly to 
Compliance Officer.) 
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MCH Health System 
Blair, Nebraska 

Emergency Department Record 

Patient Name: 

Examining Provider: 

HUNTER. JONATHAN R. MR#: 

Date: 

038803 

06/03/2006 

Chief Complaint: Loss of consciousness after falling into water 2 hours ago. Jonathan Hunter is 
a 20-year-old white male who was out on the Missouri river today being dragged behind a motor boat in a large 
inner tube that, when it gets fast enough, does get into the air. Apparently he was at least 20 feet in the air 
according to eye-witnesses when it spun out of the air and crashed into the water at a high rate of speed. 
There was immediate loss of consciousness and he was found floating face-first in the wafer" He also notes 
being dizzy, positive memory loss. He denies any visual symptoms such as blurry vision, loss of peripheral 
vision or double vision. He does note nausea without vomiting. He feels sluggish and his thought processes 
are slow. He does have a severe headache. Apparently he had positive loss of consciousness for about 30 
seconds. They immediately brought him to shore. They did watch him at home for at least an hour. He was 
not getting any better. The amnesia was not improving. He did not remember what day it was; he knew who 
he was and where he was at. He knew who his girlfriend was. He denies neck pain, denies chest pain or 
difficulty breathing. According to bystanders which include his mom and dad, he did not inhale water. There 
was no gagging episode. 

Nurses' notes were reviewed. 

Review of Systems: No fever or chills. Positive confusion. No visual changes, no sore throat, 
positive headache. No neck stiffness or neck injury. He denies abrasions or lacerations. No chest pain or 
difficulty breathing. 

The remainder of the review of systems was reviewed and negative as it pertains to the chief complaint. 

Past Medical History: History of childhood asthma. 

Past Surgical History: Sinus surgery. 

Current Medications: None. 

Allergies: 

Immunizations: 

None. 

Not pertinent. 

Social History: He is in college in Oklahoma. He is currently back home visiting mom, dad, 
and girifriend. Denies smoking or alcohol. 

Family History: Not pertinent. 

Physical Examination: Vital signs: Blood pressure 121/77. Pulse 79. Respirations 16. Temperature 
98.3°. O2 saturations of 98% on room air. The patient is alert and oriented x2. He does not know the correct 
date. He does know the President of the United States. He does not know any events that occun-ed today. 
He does have retrograde amnesia. HEENT: Pupils are equal and responsive to light. Extraocular muscles 
are intact. No scleral injections. Tympanic membranes - Right TM - nomrial cone of light. No erythema. Left 
TM - external auditory canal is cerumen impacted. Nasal mucosa normal and pink in color. 

038803 EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT RECORD Page 1 of 2 
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MCH Health System 
Blair, Nebraslu 

Emergency Department Record 

Patient Name: MR#: 038803 

Examining Provider: Date: 06/03/2006 

Mouth: Mucus membranes moist. No erythema. No exudate. Tonsils not enlarged. Neck: Trachea midline. 
No lymph nodes palpable. Heart: Regular rate and rhythm. No murmurs, gallops, or mbs. Lungs: Bilaterally 
clear to auscultation. No wheezes or rhonchi. No chest wall tenderness. Abdomen: Bowel sounds are 
positive, soft, nontender, nondistended. Extremities: No clubbing, cyanosis, or edema. Neuro: Cranial 
nerves 2-12 grossly intact. Strength 5/5 in intensity in bilateral upper and lower extremities. Deep tendon 
reflexes bilateral biceps 2+, bilateral patella tendons l-*-. 

Diagnostic Studies: 
evidence of skull fracture. 

CT scan of the head without contrast shows no intracranial pathology, no 

Emergency Dept. Course: His memory remained an issue here in the Emergency Room. His memory did 
not come back during his ER stay. He did know events that had occurred a month ago, did not know what he 
had for lunch or dinner. He did know where he was, did not know the exact date. He did recognize familiar 
faces but continued to be confused though never somnolent or difficult to arouse. He was always very alert. 

Consultations: None. 

Critical Care: None. 

Procedures: None. 

Medical Decision Maidng: Patient has a concussion with positive loss of consciousness for less than 30 
seconds. Cun'ently, he is still having retrograde amnesia, dizziness, and nausea. At this time, we will send 
him home with a head injury sheet. He is to retum to the Emergency Room for worsening symptoms. 

Impression: 

Plan: 
episodes of vomiting, 
symptoms. 

Concussion. 

Retum to Emergency Room for difficulty arousing, walking, or multiple 
told him to follow up with his physician on Monday secondary to the severity of the 

D: 06/03/2006 0012 
T: 06/04/20061841 
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Patient Name: 

Ordering Provider: 

Supervising Physician: 
(if PA ordering) 
Radiologist: 

MCH Health System 

Diagnostic Imaging Department 

HUNTER, JONATHAN R. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H M O 

IHHUIHB"^ 

P^P)) 
^ l y j i A 
MR-Episode#: 

Date: 

Date of Birth: 

V7 
Lf 

038803-0018 
ER 
06/03/2006 

02/21/1986 

CT BRAIN UNENHANCED: 

HISTORY: 

TECHNIQUE: 

FINDINGS: 

lesion or hemorrhage. 

IMPRESSION: 

1) NORMAL CT BRAIN. 

HIT HEAD, LOSS OF CONSCIOUSNESS. 

Axial images foramen magnum to vertex without intravenous contrast. 

No significant abnonrtalities visualized. No evidence of intracranial mass 

D: 06/03/2006 2310 
T: 06/04/2006 1909 
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MCH Health System 

Diagnostic Imaging Department 

Patient Name: 

Ordering Provider: 

Supervising Physician: 
(if PA ordering) 
Radiologist: 

HUNTER, JONATHAN R. 

A-C 

MR-Episode#: 

Date: 

Date of Birth: 

038803-0021 

06/06/2006 

02/21/1986 

CLINICAL INDICATION: HEMATURIA, BOATING ACCIDENT. 

CT OF THE ABDOMEN AND PELVIS WITH AND WITHOUT CONTRAST. 

DISCUSSION: Axial images of the abdomen and pelvis were obtained prior to IV contrast 
administration. The patient then received 125 cc of Optiray 320 intravenously and axial images of the 
abdomen and pelvis were acquired. 

There is bilateral nephrolithiasis. Multiple stones are present within both kidneys. The largest in the left kidney 
measures about 4 mm in diameter and lies at the midpole. Smaller stones are noted at the upper and lower 
poles. There are multiple small calculi within the right kidney and right renal pelvis, the largest measuring 
about 3 mm in diameter. There is no hydronephrosis and no ureterolithiasis is identified. 

The liver is intact. The visualized portions of the lung bases are clear. 

The spleen is upper normal in size but shows no evidence for laceration. There are no calcified gall stones. 
The pancreas is unremarkable. No adrenal masses are present. There is no evidence for renal fracture of 
perinephric hematoma. The abdominal aorta is normal in caliber. No significant free intraperitoneal fluid is 
present. The urinary bladder, seminal vesicles, and prostate appear normal. 

IMPRESSION: 

1) BILATERAL NEPHROLITHIASIS. 

SLH: meb 
D: 06/06/2006 1220 
T: 06/06/20061252 
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MCH Health System 
Blair, Nebraska 

Emergency Department Record 

B\PA 

Patient Name: 

Examining Provider 

Supervising Physician: 

HUNTER, JONATHAN R. 

, PA-C 

MR#: 

Date: 

038803 

06/07/2006 

History of Present Illness: This is a 20-year-old gentleman who presents to the emergency department 
with complaints of right flank pain. On 06/03/2006 the patient was involved in a water sporting accident. He 
was knocked unconscious at that time and sustained a concussion. On Monday ofthis week, 06/05/2006 he 
was at home and developed some bloody urination. That blood was painless. He was seen in the clinic the 
next day and did have a CT scan ofthe abdomen and pelvis with and without contrast done. He was found to 
have bilateral nephrolithiasis. He was pain free at that time. Tonight, he started to have some right flank pain 
that radiated around and down to the right lower quadrant of his abdomen. This started about 1530 todpy. He 
states he has taken some ibuprofen, but that only helped a liftle bit. Pain continued and he therefore came to 
the emergency department for evaluation. Review of his CT scan of his head and his abdomen and pelvis 
were perfomried. He also saw Dr. Frank today in the Outpatient Clinic. At that time he had a CMP drawn. 
That was unremari<able. His BUN was 10, his creatinine was 1.1. Patient had a liftle bit of nausea, did not 
have any vomiting. - Denies sweats. 

Past Medical History: 

Past Surgical History: 

Current Medications: 

Allergies: 

History of asthma as a child. 

He had some nasal polyps removed and sinus surgery. 

Ibuprofen p.m. 

None. 

Social History: The patient is single and currently staying with his family in Mondamin, Iowa. 
He is attending some flight school in Oklahoma. He does not use alcohol or tobacco. 

Review of Systems: Noncontributory. 

Physical Examination: Vital signs: Temperature 97.5". Pulse 58. Respirations 16. Blood pressure 
118/59. O2 saturations 98% on room air. General: This is a well-developed, well-nourished 20-year-old male 
who is cun'ently in a mild amount of distress secondary to right flank pain. HEENT: Conjunctivae and sclerae 
are clear. Tympanic membranes are pearly with good light reflexes bilaterally. Nose is patent with no bleeding 
or drainage. Pharynx is pink and moist with no redness or exudates. Neck: Supple. No adenopathy or 
masses appreciated. No JVD. Chest: Lung sounds are clear to auscultation in all fields with no wheezes or 
crackles appreciated. Heart is a regular, SI , S2 with no mumiurs appreciated. Abdomen: Flat, soft with 
bowel sounds present throughout. He has some mild tenderness in the right lower quadrant. No rebound or 
guard. Extremities: Intact. No edema or cyanosis present. Neurological: The patient is alert and oriented x 3 
with no focal neurological findings. 

Assessment: 1) Right renal colic. 
2) Right renal lithiasis. 

038803-01 
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MCH Health System 
Blair, Nebraska 

Emergency Department Record 

eAA-

Patient Name: 

Examining Provider: 

Supervising Physician: 

HUNTER, JONATHAN R. 

PA-C 

MR#: 

Date: 

038803 

06/07/2006 

Plan: Patient was given a prescription for Percocet 5/325 one to two p.o. q. four to six 
hours p.m. pain. He is encouraged to drink lots of fluids and strain his urine. He is to retum for any new or 
worsening symptoms. Follow up with the clinic if no improvement in the next three to five days. 

A-C 

D: 06/07/2006 1814 
T: 06/08/2006 0715 
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Revised Header MCH Health System 

Diagnostic Imaging Department 

Patient Name: HUNTER, JONATHAN R. 

Ordering Provider: 

Supervising Physician: 
(if PA ordering) 
Radiologist: 

MR-Episode#: 

Date: 

Date of Birth: 

038803-0022 
OC 
06/07/2006 

02/21/1986 

CLINICAL INDICATION: 

KUB: 

GROSS HEMATURIA. STONES SEEN ON CT. 

DISCUSSION: A supine abdominal film shows a calculus measuring about 2 x 5 mm at the 
lower aspect of the midportion of the left kidney. There is questionable visualization of two smaller opacities 
toward the lower pole, which could also reflect calculi. Gas and stool overiy the right kidney, making it difficult 
to identify definite calculus. A definite stone along the course of either ureter is not appreciated. The intestinal 
gas pattern is nonspecific. 

IMPRESSION: LEFT NEPHROLITHIASIS. 

T: 06/08/2006 0905 
R: 06/15/2006 1100 meb 
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MCH Health System 
Blair, Nebraska 

Outpatient Clinic 

ê Y-

Patient Name: HUNTER, JONATHAN R. MR#: 038803 

Examining Physician: Date: 06/07/2006 

Chief Complaint: 

Drug Allergies: 

Medications: 

Gross hematuria. 

None. 

Ibuprofen 600 mg t.i.d. PRN headache and other pain. 

Summary of History: Patient is a healthy-appearing 20-year-old male, height 5'11", weight 163 
pounds, blood pressure 110/70. Four days ago, he was involved in a boating accident while riding a tube kite 
behind a boat, which fell from some 25 feet, arid he impacted the water. He sustained a concussion and was 
unconscious for a time and in connection with the evaluation through the emergency room, had noncontrast 
and contrast CT of the abdomen and pelvis as well as CT study of the head. Approximately a day and a half 
thereafter, he had visible total painless hematuria, which has been intermittent and persisted to a lesser extent 
and voided urine at this time is very faintly positive as far as visible hematuria and a dip stick strongly positive 
Hematest positive. Urinalysis othenvise shows negative nitrite, negative leukocytes, negative carbohydrate, 
trace protein, specific gravity 1.020, pH 5, micro examination - many RBC's with no WBC's or visible casts or 
bacteria. 

Physical Examination: Shows an alert, cooperative 20-year-old male with no evidence of anterior 
abdominal tenderness or organ enlargement on palpation. No flank tendemess. No tenderness over the rib 
cage on either side, normal external genitalia with a circumcised phallus, no tenderness over the bladder, 
testicles normal bilaterally. 

Review of noncontrast CT from yesterday does show bilateral nephrocalcinosis with the largest stone perhaps 
4 mm in diameter occupying a mid polar position in the periphery of his left kidney. On CT, there are smaller 
peripheral stones in the upper and lower poles of the right kidney; however, on a KUB today, I can only see the 
left-sided stone. I cannot definitely visualize the right-sided calculi. The kidneys are othenvise nonnal on CT 
and show prompt excretion of contrast following ejection, with no hydronephrosis extravasation or evidence of 
perinephric hematoma. The bladder and ureters visualized on CT also appeared normal. In questioning when 
the patient did have visible hematuria, it seemed to be consistently concentrated throughout voiding from 
beginning to end, thus suggesting upper tract rather than lower tract origin. Family history is negative for 
renal disease or calculi. Both parents are living and well, and both sets of grandparents are still living. The 
patient has two brothers, who are living and well. 

Comment: Basic metabolic profile in addition to serum phosphorus and uric acid were 
obtained this date. My best guess is that his bleeding may represent a mild renal contusion, although, there is 
not much in the way of clinical evidence to further enforce this believe. It is also possible that his tiny renal 
calculi may be causing the hematuria, although why the hematuria started following his fall is unclear. If 
today's lab tests show hypercalcemia or hypercalcuria. I will probably want to do further tests (i.e. 24-hour 
urine collection for creatinine clearance, phosphorus, calcium, and uric acid excretions as well as citrate). If all 
screening tests are within normal range, 1 have recommended that he at least get a follow-up urinalysis in a 
week or so and certainly if visible hematuria recurs or persists, I would go ahead with cystoscopy in an attempt 
to document it's origin, although, at this point either kidney could be suspect with the bilateral renal calculi, and 
I do not feel that it is coming from the bladder or urethra by virtue of it's nature and his history. Certainly 
nothing serious such as a renal laceration or obstruction or perinephric hematoma is showing up on CT scan 
and physical exam, in fact, shows no tenderness today, and I do not think he has sustained an injury sufficient 
038803 - OUTPATIENT CLINIC Page l o f 2 
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Blair, Nebraska 
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Date: 

038803 

06/07/2006 

to keep him at bed rest or restrict his activities. I did encourage him to stop the Ibuprofen 600 mg t.i.d. which 
conceivably might be adding to a bleeding tendency. 

MD 

1423 
T: 06/07/2006 2208 

CC: 
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o Fuitdss o Pise binned L/R, Absent venous pnfawtinnsLR 
0 Hearing Decreased L/R 
o Souses Tender maxillary, frontal, cdnaoid 
o.McatBs: LaB^wcted L ^ ned L/R, d isda ige U R 
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' . MCH Health System 

Diagnostic Imaging Department 

Patient Name: HUNTER. STEWART A. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B 

Physician: ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H l ^ 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H MD 

IVIR-Episode#: 

Date: 

Date of Birth: 

039266-0012 
AC 
06/05/2006 

09/04/1984 

CHEST PA AND LATERAL: 

REASON FOR EXAMINATION: CHEST PAIN, TUBING ACCIDENT, HYPOXIA, AND HEMOPTYSIS 

DISCUSSION: PA and lateral views of the chest show normal heart size. Lung fields are 
clear. There is no evidence of any pneumothorax or a plural effusion. 

IMPRESSION: 

1) I^ORMAL PA AND LATERAL CHEST X-RAY. IF PATIENT WAS CONTINUED HEMOPTYSIS, CT 
COULD BE DONE FOR FURTHER EVALUATION. '^ ' 

D: 06/07/2006 0950 
T: 06/07/2006 1048 

039266 DIAGNOSTIC IMAGING REPORT Page 1 of 1 
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ASSESSMDENT: 
1. 

o Appears healthy, NAD oVSootcd o ni o ID distress, 2° to: 
o PERRL o A 0 EOMI o Hemooiuges UR, Exudates L/R, Xing changes L/R 
o NysC^nms o Cataract UR o LU edema L/R. lesions UR, lag UR 
o Ctrnjanetiva injected UR, disdiarge L/R, icteric UR 
o Fundus o Disc bhwedUR. Absent venous paiaatiortsUR 
o Hearing Decreased L/R 
o Sinuses Teadermaxillaty, frontal, ethmoid 
aMeatus: Iziq)actBdL^nsdUR,disdiaigeL/R 
O T M ' S : Red L/R. bttlgmgUR,pei£aated L/R, retracted UR « 
o Nose: RhinoniKa, flaring o Tnrbiaates boggy L/R, red UR, pale L/R . 
o Pharynx: Red nmc(»a 0 Teasiis absent, enlarged L ^ exudates L/R, veaiicles L/R 
o Stiff oMass o Lympfaadeaopathy, anterior UR, poatericr L/R 
o Thyroid: Enlarged, Asymmetric, nodules UR 0 Trachea deviated L/R o Carotid biuit L/R 
oPercussiQa: DuUness L/R, o Hypenesonant UR 
o Auscuitaioo: Rales UR, o wheezes, L/R, o rhonchi L/R, o egc^diony L/R, o i lamth sounds L/R 
oPaipadon: t-l-Fremitus UR 
oPalpatioa: PMIdisplaced o Thrills present 
o Auscultaition: Ineg^xhs rhythm o Fricdonnib o Munnnr (grade /VD describe-» 
o Nipple dischaige L/R o teader L/R, o Axillary nodes UR o Assymetric o Mass L/R, locadoo (describe-
0 Anus- hemoiriioid, sphincter tone, mass 
o Firm, distended o Hemacult Pos/N%. 
o Rebound, gnarding 
o Hepato/splcaomegaly 
o Anus - hemoniioid, s{diincter tone, mass 
o Peais: lesion, discharge 
o Scrotal mass, hydrocele; spcrmatncele ,; 
o Adenexa: mass L/R, tenderness L ^ 
o Bladder prolapse, cystocde, rectocde 
o Vagina: discharge, abn. mucosa, mass 

0 Hcmia (location • 
o Masses (location/size-> 
o Tender (location -> 
o Abnormalliiowd sounds (describe-^ 
o Hernia Oocation-> 
o Abn exlanal genitalia (describe 
o Prostate: tender, boggy, mass, enlvged 

o Lymphadenopadiy: axilla UR, groin UR, other 
o Abnormal gait and station 

6 Abn. external genitaiia (describe-> 
o Utems: mass, tenderness, prolapse, si2B (describe 

(Ar. [oibCA. 
» , jjAwiB^ns^ aifcc ^UESK21IIC —t 

L/R. warmth, crepitus, tender, effiisicm. <1» ROM. snbhixation. laxity, cogwhwimc; 
L/R,tender,4-strengft,,^)astic,flaedd,atrojAic ^ - Uî '̂ _^^ 

.VertBbia(e), SI jofai^ UR, stift tender, muscle spasm, scoliosis, kyphosis, •̂ SLS„ UR, _ A A ^ " 
R/L, bmit, t4- amplimde o^Paisc; 

o Cap Ref <2 sec o Normal turgor 
o Itesion (describe, size, looeion ~* 

)̂o pouA U r ^ J ^ 

o Joim 
o Muscle 
o Back 
o clubbing oedema L/R, Upper, Lower 
o Rash (describe, locatimi-^ 
o Cyanotic, ioteric,-I-tnrgor 
o Hair alopecia, infestation 
o C N n - X n (describe-» 
o Scasatloa: demntome L/R. glove/stoddng L ^ fine touch, propiioccptimi, vibratioa, phqaiek 
o Weakness: UR,Qppcz, lower ectremity 
o DTRs •*• UR, biceps, triceps, knee; o Babmski o Rhomberg o Orebellar 
ankle 
o Disoriented o Mood/Affect: Dqxessed, agitated, o Judgment/Insight o Memory loss: Recent, remote 
anxious 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis infonnation, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this infonnation to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional infonnation on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. If you request that yoiu- name remain confidential, we will of cotirse, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

O YES 
/ 

NO 

A6-^/-A>(7;, 
(Date) 

CPSC Hotline: 1-«00-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: http://www.cpsc.gov 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this infprmation to manufacturers and distributors to infonn them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional infonnation on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please s i ^ your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

^ YES O NO 

P̂ f̂ t̂.̂ -y'̂ — IJ<iAA»-^ (j -J / - 0 63 
(Signature) (Date) 

CPSC Hotline: 1-800^38-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: littp;//www.cpsc.gov 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potenfial product safety problem. 
The U. S. Cbnsumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist Us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
yoxn name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated yom preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

(Date) 

CPSC Hotline: 1-80O-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC'S Web Site: http://www.q)scgov 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information -with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of then product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting infonnation about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

NO 

(Signature) (Date) 

CPSC Hotline; 1-80O-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: http://Www.cpsc.gov 
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CONTACT LIST 

I - 48-year-old father Victims: Jonathan Hunter - 20-year-old son 
Susan Hunter - 43-year-oId mother Stewart Hunter - 21 -year-old son 
1861 Highway 127 (Same address) 
Mondamin, IA 
(402)212-8985 

H-year-old girl friend of victim (Jonathan) 

Omaha, NE 68122 

Mark Rosenthal - Parts & Sales Manager 
Kyle Moore - Manager of Pro Shop (Where kite tubes are sold) 
Joe Liss - Salesman in Pro Shop 
Paul Davis - Owner (Not available) 
9610 L Street 
Omaha, NE 68127 
(402) 339-9600 

Omaha Fire Department - No report 
1516 Jackson Street 
Omaha, NE 68102 
(402) 444-5700 

Omaha Police Department ~ No report 
505 S. IS'^ Street 
Omaha, NE 68102 
(402) 444-5638 

Terrell Odom, Supervisor - No report 
Shore Side Detachment (SSD) 
U.S. Coast Guard 
9800 J.J. Pershing Drive 
Omaha, NE 68112 
(402) 453-4333 

Douglas County Sheriff-No report 
1905 Hamey St. 
Lt. Kevin Conlon - 444-6131 
Omaha, NE 
(402) 444-7028 

. ^ ' ' • . '• •• \ ; 
Ap 



Douglas County Treasurer - Boat Registration - (No listing under Colleen York -
Cannot search by last name only. Would not give out address if found.) 
4701 S. 24* Street 
Omaha, NE 68107 
(402) 444-7103 

Herb Angell, Stating Boating Law Administrator - No report (but should have had one 
from boater.) 
Nebraska Game cfe Parks (Member of NASBLA) 
Law Enforcement Division 
2200 N. 33'''St. 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
(402) 471-0641 

Lt. Mike Fields 
Phyllis Dudgeon, Administrative Specialist 
Kentucky Department of Fish & Wild Life 
1 Sportsman Lane 
Lexington, KY (Frankfort, KY 40601) 
(502)564-3176 

Ron Sarber, Director 
National Association of State Boating Law Administrators 
1500 Leestown Road, Suite 330 
Lexington, KY 40511 
(859) 225-9487 
www.nasbla.org 

/ P ^ 

http://www.nasbla.org
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

InsideNPS 
Information Gateway for NPS Employees 

GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 
Kite Tubing Safety Alert 

Over theS past month, the park has experienced a sharp upswing in visitor accidents and injuries due to kite tubing on 
the lake. 

Kite tubes were introduced into the market this past winter iand have proven lo be extremely dangerous. During the 
past three weeks. Glen Canycn staff have airlifted four people from the take, with three suffering life threatening 
injuries. Kite tubes are large, round, ten-foot tubes with a solid fabric floor in the bottom. As the tube is pulled forward, 
the front of the tube is lifted and air catches the floor of the tube and lifts it out of the water with the rider on top of the 
lube. 

In all cases at Glen Canyon NRA, the riders were being pulled al 25 to 35 mph with a head on or quartering wind. 
The tubes would rise uncontrollably 15 to 25 feet into the air and immediately invert and accelerate back to the water. 
The combined fonvard speed of the boat, plus the additional accelerated downward speed is driving these victims into 
the water at speeds near 50•^ mph. For additional details on the accidents, see the related incident report in today's 
edition. 

Interviews with friends and family members of accident victims have shown a disturbing trend with this use. In all 
cases at Glen Canyon NRA, multiple minor injury accidents occurred prior to the Incidents that required advanced life 
support. All victims were using the kite tubes as directed when they suddenly lifted to dangerous heights, became 
unstable, and plunged down to the water surface. The injuries seen are consistent with deceleration impact events 
that cause intemal trauma. Victims have .reported coughing up blood, torn muscles, whiplash type injuries, broken 
ribs, punctured lungs and cervical fractures. 

Glen Canyon NRA has initiated discussion and contact with the National Association of State Boating Law 
Administrators (NASBLA) and will be providing a national safety alert through their organization very soon. In addition, 
the Consumer Product Safety Commission has been notified regardihg this emerging threat and efforts are being 
made to disseminate more information on this activity through them. 

One of the park's weekend accidents resulted in a major neck injury. A news video from KUTV in Salt Lake City and a 
second KUTV video clip on an incident at Lake Mead can be viewed by clicking on the links listed below (a flash 
player is needed to view them): 

http://vyww.kutv.com/video/?id=16192(S!kutv.dayport.com 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16155@kutv.dayport.com 

A prohibition on cliff jumping was put in place at Glen Canyon last year after an increase in injuries and fatalities 
associated with this activity. Although controversial in the beginning, it has been widely accepted and the park has 
received many positive comments back on this prohibition. A review of the data indicated that a significant increase in 
injury and death occun-ed at jumps higher than 15 feet. The jast cliff jumping fatality occurred from 70 feet, with a 
calculated speed of about 50 mph when the victim impacted the water. 

Similar circumstances apply in this case. M\ kite tubers reported that they were traveling at 30 to 35 mph and most 
were 15 to 20 feet in the air when they were either ejected or turned upside down and accelerated back to the water. 
Another 10 to 20 mph of speed is added to their forward speed, so the victims are hitting the water at 45 to 55 mph. 
These accidents are therefore the equivalent of a 70 foot cliff jump, with the added component of the victims having 
no control over how they enter or impact the water. 

•N i 
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More Information... 

Exhibit H 

Contact Information 
Name: Mike Mayer, Chief Ranger 

headtine.cfm?type=Announcements&id=4523 
[B_ack] 

Posted: June 08, 2006 

/AP 
http://classicinside.nps.gov/printheadline.cfin?type=Announcements&id=4523 6/14/2006 

http://classicinside.nps.gov/printheadline.cfin?type=Announcements&id=4523
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060614HCC3606 
GLCA KITE TUBING îrnm^ 

CASE# DATE RANGER INCIDENT COMMENTS 
36-0297 4/7/2006CLASSIC 
D6-0297 4/7/2006JOSTAD 
36-0941 5/22/2006BF CLINIC 
36-0941 5/22/2006VANDRAGT 
36-1301 6/2/2006MOWAT 
36-1334 6/3/2006STARK 
36-1334 6/3/2006STARK 
36-1334 6/3/20O6STARK 
36-1301 6/2/2006IVIOWAT 
D6-1526 6/10/2006SAMPLE 
D6-1533 6/10/2006LARSON . 

EMSALS (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (serv) 
EMSALS (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (sen/) 
EMSALS (serv) 
EMSBLS (sen/) 
ACCKITEPI (sen/) 
SAR (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (sen/) 
ASSTCTZN (sen/) 
ASSTCTZN (sen/) 

29 YOM FELL 30 FT FROM WATER KITE TUBE 
29 YOM FELL 30 FT FROM WATER KITE TUBE 
34 YOM KITE TUBING ACCIDENT 
34 YOM KITE TUBING ACCIDENT 
26 YOM W/NECK INJURY FROM KITE TUBING 
14 YOF KITE TUBING (30 FT FALL) 
14 YOF KITE TUBING (30 FT FALL) 
14 YOF KITE TUBING (30 FT FALL) 
26 YOM W/NECK INJURY FROM KITE TUBING 
VERBAL CONTACT WITH KITE TUBER 
EDUCATIONAL CONTACT FOR KITE TUBING 

Fage 1 
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•B 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

InsideNPS 
Information Gateway for NPS Employees 

GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 

Two Injured in Kite Tubing Accidents 

Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "kite tubing" accidents in the park last weekend. In both cases, the 
victims were riding kite tubes towed by boats when they lost control of the device. Each then fell into Lake Powell from 
heights of between 10 and 40 feet. Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes that are towed by boats al 20 to 40 mph. 
The user hoWs onto the kite tube as it rises into th? air from 15 to 60 feet. Controlling a kite tube is extremely 
challenging and the slightest upset in its balance causes It to fall into the water. The first incident occunred on Friday, 
June 2nd, at approximately 2:30 p.m. nisar the Bullfrog area. A 29-year-old man from St. George, Utah, was riding a 
kite tube when he lost control and fell from a height of 35 to 40 feet while moving at approximately 35 to 40 mph. He 
suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog Medical Clinic to SL Mary's Hospital in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. He was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing, but.the other two 
sustained only minor injuries and were not treated. Qn the aftemoon of Saturday, June 3rd, a 14-year-old giri from 
Houston, Texas, fell from 10 to 16 feet from her kite tube while being towed at 20 to 25 mph. She lost consciousness 
when she struck the water. Park rangers Immediately responded to the incident and she was flown by helicopter from 
Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction. After further examination at the hospital, she was released 
without serious injuries. These were the third and fourth accidents this year Involving kite tubes. The first accident 
occurred on April 7th and resulted in a punctured lung caused by broken ribs; the second was on May 22nd, when 
another person sustained injuries to the chest and back while using a kite tube. Both ofthese incidents involved kite 
tube riders losing control of the device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate of speed. The Individuals 
involved In these accidents were also transported by helicopter to the hospital. This is the first season that park 
rangers at Glen Canyon have seen kite tubes on the lake. Please see the related safety alert on kite tubing in this 
Issue for additional information and for links to two TV news videos on kite tubing accidents. 

More Information 

Contact Information 
Name: Kevin Schneider, Management Assistant 

http://lnside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadIine&type=lncidents&id=2616 

/ ^ / / 

-http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintiieadline&type=Incidents&id=2616 6/14/2006 
\ \ V '; -.. . 

http://lnside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadIine&type=lncidents&id=2616
http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintiieadline&type=Incidents&id=2616
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Exhibit H 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

InsideNPS 
Information Gateway for NPS Employees 

GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 
Two In jured in Kite Tubing Accidents 

Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "kite tubing" accidents in the park last weekend. In both cases, the 
victims were riding kite tubes towed by boats when they lost control of the device. Each then fell into Lake Powell from 
heights of between 10 and 40 feet. Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes that are towed by boats at 20 to 40 mph. 
The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air from 15 to 60 feet. Controlling a kite tube is extremely 
challenging and the slightest upset in its balance causes it to fall into the water. The first incident occurred on Friday, 
June 2nd, at approximately 2:30 p.m. near the Bullfrog area. A 29-year-old man from Sl, George, Utah, was riding a 
kite tube when he lost control and fell from a height of 35 to 40 feet while moving at approximately 35 to 40 mph, He 
suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from tlie Bullfrog Medical Clinic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand 
Junct'on, Colorado. He was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing, but the other two 
sustained only minor injuries and were not treated. On the afternoon of Saturday, June 3rd, a 14-year-old girl from 
Houston, Texas, fell from 10 to 15 feet from her kite tube while being towed at 20 to 25 mph. She lost consciousness 
when she struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was flown by helicopter from 
Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction. After further examination at the trospttal. she was released 
without serious injuries. These were the third and fourth accidents this year involving kite tubes. The first accident 
occun-ed on April 7th and resulted in a punctured lung caused by broken ribs; the second was on May 22nd, when 
another person sustained injuries to the chest and back while using a kite tube. Both ofthese incidents involved kite 
tube riders losing control of the device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate of speed. The individuals 
involved in these accidents were also transported by helicopter to the hospital. This is the first season that park 
rangers at Glen Canyon have seen kite tubes on the lake. Please see the related safety alert on kite tubing in this 
issue for additionalinformation and for links to two TV news videos on kite tubing accidents. 

More Information 

Contact Information 
Name: Kevin Schneider, Management Assistant 

http://inside,nps.gov/ind6x.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&lype=lncidents&id=2616 

httpy/j[Hside.nps.gov/index.cfra?handIer=viewprintheadline&type=Incidents&id=2616 

I0f 
6/14/2006 

http://inside,nps.gov/ind6x.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&lype=lncidents&id=2616
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 6, 2006 06-12 

Glen Canyon National 
Recreation Area 

691 Scenic View Dr. 
POBox 1507 
Page, AZ 86040-1507 

CONTACT: Kevin Schneider 
928-608-6208 

Glen Canyon News Release 

Two Injured in "Kite Tubing" Accidents Last Weekend 

Page, Ariz. - Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "Kite Tubing" accidents 
this past weekend at Glen Canyon National Recreation Area. In both cases, the victims 
were riding Kite Tubes towed by boats when they lost control of the device. The victims 
fell into the waters of Lake Powell from heights between IO and 40 feet. 

The first incident occurred on Friday, June 2 at approximately 2:30 pm near the Bullfrog 
area. The victim, a 29 year- old male from St. George, Utah, was riding a Kite Tube 
when he lost control and fell from a height of 35- 40 feet, while moving at approximately 
35- 40 mph. He suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog 
Medical Clinic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction, Colorado. He was the third 
person in his party that day to be injured while Kite Tubing, The other two individuals 
reported they had minor injuries and were not treated. 

On Saturday afternoon, June 3, a 14- year old girl from Houston, Texas, fell 10-15 feet 
from her Kite Tube while being towed at 20-25 mph. She lost consciousness when she 
struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was 
flown by helicopter from Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction, 
Colorado. After further examination at the hospital, she was released without serious 
injuries. 

These were the third and fourth accidents this year at Glen Canyon National Recreation 
Area involving Kite Tubes. The first accident occurred on April 7 and resulted in a 
punctured limg caused by broken ribs. On May 22, a second person had injuries to their 
chest and back while using a Kite Tube. Both of these incidents involved Kite Tube 
riders losing confrol ofthe device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate 
of speed. The individuals involved in these accidents were also transported by 
helicopter to the hospital. 

Kite Tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20- 40 mph. The user 
holds onto the Kite Tube as it rises into the air, 15- 60 feet from the surface ofthe water. 
Confrolling a Kite Tube is exfremely challenging, and the slightest upset in its balance 
causes the Kite Tube to fall into the water. As a newcomer to the market, this is the first 
season park rangers at Glen Canyon have observed their use. 

- www.nps.gov/glca -

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA"* 
The-,National Park Sen/ice cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage, 

/5P 

http://www.nps.gov/glca
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mph and most were 15 to 20 feet in the air when they were either ejected or turne 
accelerated back to the water. Another 10 to 20 mph of speed is added to their fo 
the victims are hitting the water at 45 to 55 mph. These accidents are therefore thi 
70 foot cliff jump, with the added component of the victims having no control over 
impact the water. 

More Information... 

Contact Information 
Name: Mike Mayer, Chief Ranger 

about inslde.nps.gov | feedback 

/A/ 
litt|>r//cIassicinside,nps.gov/headline.cfin?type=Announcements&id=4523 6/9/2006 
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Kevin Schneider To: DavW Bama/WASO/NPS@NPS, Elaine SevyAWASO/NPS@NPS, Karen 
nR/nR/9nnfi n7-<ii AIU Breslin/DENVER/NPS@NPS, James Doyle/DENVER/NPS@NPS, 
MOX Patricia Turiey/DENVER/NPS@NPS. Rick Frost/DENVER/NPS@NPS, 
Mo I QQ; 

Subject: Grand Junction Daily Sentinel: Two injured at Lake Powell riding popular 
kite tubes 

Two injured at Lake Powell riding popular kite tubes 

Wednesday, June 07,2006 

By SALLY SPAULDING 

The Daily Sentinel 

Two people were injured at Lake Powell last weekend while riding "kite tubes" pulled by boats in the Glen 
Canyon National Recreation Area. 

Both victims, a 29-year-old male from St George, Utah, and a 14-year-old giri from Houston, Texas, were 
flown to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction for treatment. 

Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite 
tube as it rises into the air, 15 to 60 feet from the surface of the water. 

The product was released widely on the market this year and runs about $500. 

This is the first season park rangers at Glen Canyon have observed the use of kite tubes, said Kevin 
Schneider of the National Park Service. 

The first incident of the weekend occurred on Friday near the Bullfrog Marina area. The 29-year-old male 
lost control of the kite tube and fell roughly 40 feet while moving at approximately 40 mph. 

He suffered a broken neck and was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing. 

On Saturday, the 14-year-old giri was being towed at about 25 mph when she fell between 10 and 15 
feet. 

She lost consciousness when she struck the water and was flown from the Iceberg Canyon area of the 
lake to St. Mary's. 

She was released from the hospital without "serious" injuries, according to Schneider, 

Schneider said the weekend accidents were the third and fourth accidents this year at Glen Canyon 
National Recreation Area involving kite tubes. 

The first two incidents also sent victims to S l IVIary's Hospital and involved broken bones, a punctured 
lung and other injuries. 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 

/ ^ / ^ 
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r-^.,iM Kevin SchnekJer 
06/08/2006 07:41 AM 
MST 

To: Kitty Roberts/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Nancie E Ames/GLC/VNPS@NPS. 
Susan Perkins/GLC/VNPS@NPS, Mike Mayer/GLC/VNPS@NPS, Stan 
Bum[ian/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Pat Qulnn/GLC/VNPS@NPS, Hank 

cc: 
Subject: Fw: Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 

fyi 

Kevin Schneider 
li/lanagement Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
928-608-6208 
— Fonvarded by Kevin Schneider/GLCA/NPS on 06/08/2006 07:40 AJW -—-

"Paul Ostapuk" 
<postapuk@cableone.n 
et> 

06/08/2006 07:39 AM 
MST 

To: <Kevin_Schneider@nps.gov> 
cc:. 

Subject: Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 

Hi Kevin, 

1 wanted to let you know that the Friends of Lake Powell has started a letter writing campaign to remove 
this new dangerous product from the market. 

Have spoken to the manufacturer (Sportsstuff) and several distributors asking them to give this product 
immediate attention. 

Thank you for your recent press release and have fun at the celebrations at Park Service Headquarters, I 
am on my way out of town to the Old Spanish Trail Annual Convention and will miss today's planned 
activities. 

Paul Ostapuk ^ 
Friends of Lake Powell 

pf7 

mailto:Kevin_Schneider@nps.gov
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"Robert Baron" 
<erfpmd1 @cox.net> 

06/07/2006 10:06 PM 
MST 

To: "Mayer, Mike" <Mike_Mayer@NPS.gov> 
cc: "Steve Luckesen" <Luckesen@Hughes.Net>, ""Baron, Robert'" 

<erfpmd 1 @oox. net> 
Subject; FW: Kite Tubes 

FYI 

From: Robert Baron [maiito:erfpmdl@cox,net] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 07, 2006 10:06 PM 
To: Kitty Roberts (Kitty_Roberts@nps.gov) 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

Kilty, 

I have been following the cases of injuries concerning the operation of Kite Tubes. I believe the 
information collected on the lake, the need to airlift 4 people from the lake in 3 weeks with 1 having a 
broken neck and 2 others having major chest injuries suggests that this "toy" is just plain too dangerous, 
Ifyou have not seen video clips ofthe use ofthese kites, please go to KUtv.com, click on the video 
section in the upper right hand corner and click the button that says "see ali". Scroll through the options 
and there you will find a clip from 6/5 & 6/5. These videos show graphically what can happen with these 
devices. 

Kitty, I have heard that your Rangers are suggesting the writing of a compendium that would ban the use 
ofthese Kite Tubes on the lake. From an injury prevention viewpoint, I have to agree. Please let me 
know how this all progresses. 

Sincerely, 

Bob Baron 

\'-( 

mailto:Mike_Mayer@NPS.gov
mailto:Luckesen@Hughes.Net
mailto:Kitty_Roberts@nps.gov
http://KUtv.com
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Bruce Malloy 

05/10/2006 09:34 AM 
CDT 

To: Randy YLarson/PAIS/NPS@NPS 
cc: Dale Antonich/LAMBNPS@NPS, Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS. 

Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, Linden Schlenker/BICA/NPS@NPS, 
Mark Law/GLC/yNPS@NPS, Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS, Mike 

Subject: Re: Kite TubingU 

Thanks for the heads up on this potentially dangerous activity. We have not experienced any interest in 
these types of "above the water" activities. But we anticipated that we would in the future, therefore last 
year we crafted and implemented a Compendium prohibition o n all ofthese activities except 
windsurfing/sailboarding. We have not had any comments, negative or positive, on this prohibition. 

$ 1.5 Closures and Public Use Limits 
(a) Consistent with applicable legislation and Federal administrative policies, and based upon a 
determination that such action is necessary for the maintenance of public health and safety, protection of 
environmental or scenic values, protection of natural or cultural resources, aid to scientific research, 
implementation of management responsibilities, equitable allocation and use offacilities, or the 
avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities, the superintendent may: 
(J) Establish, for all or a portion of a park area, a reasonable schedule of visiting hours, impose public 
use limits, or close all or a portion ofa park area to all public use or to a specific itse or activity. 

Kitesurfing, kiteboarding, hang gliding, and parasailing (board riding while attached to 
wind-driven parachute-like objects or wing devices and/or towed by a vessel or vehicle) are 
prohibited. The closure is in effect on all park waters. 

Kitesurfing/boarding, hang gliding, and parasailing within the National Recreation Area has been 
deemed an inappropriate activity given safety concems and resource conflicts that the park is 
mandated to prevent. The reservoir is a highly used public area with many recreational activities 
including swimming, fishing, camping, and boating. These activities have a long history of 
compatible use. Kitesurfing/boarding, and parasailing requires large open areas free of people, 
obstacles, and other activities. Accepted safety practices by kitesurfing/boarding and parasailing 
associations and groups advocate no kiteboard or parasailing use in swim areas and avoidance of 
obstacles, A kite or parasail being operated in the air has a reach of at least 100' and kite lines under 
tension can cut anything they touch like a razor. Hang gliding while attached to a vessel or vehicle is 
also prohibited due to the inherent safety risks associated with this activity and the dangers to others 
either in the towing vessel/vehicle or others nearby. A closure will ensure the safety of park visitors 
and avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities. This closure does not include 
sailboarding, where a sail is permanently afHxed to the board. 

Bruce Malloy 
Chief Ranger 
Amistad National Recreation Area 
4121 Veterans Blvd. 
Del Rio, Texas 78840 
830-775-7492 ext. 213 

Randy Y Larson 

Randy Y Larson 

05/09/2006 12:39 PM 
CDT 

To: Mike May6r/GLCAi/NPS@NPS 
cc: Bruce Malloy/AMIS/NPS@NPS. Dale Antonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, 

Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS. Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, 
Linden Schlenker/BIC/\/NPS@NPS, Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS 

Subject: Re: Kite TufaingD 

A'/S 
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We have not experienced Kite Tubing but the rage on the coastlines of the country over the last several 
years is Kiteboarding (also called Kitesurfing). Kiteboarders use smallish like surfboards with footstraps 
tethered by a 30 meter kevlar line to a parachute. With strong winds kiteboarders use the parachute sail 
to achieve surface speeds of 30 MPH and in doing so can actually "take off' and get airborne for brief 
periods. 

Our primary concern was a myriad of visitor safety conflicts. At 20-30 MPH a kevlar line could actually 
sever a limb or neck of a sunbather, swimmer, windsurfer, etc. Further compounding our issue is that 
PAIS is one of the top 5 windsurfing areas in the country. Windsurfing is embraced and managed by tiie 
park and fully compatible with our mission. However the two issues were not compatible together. 
Windsurfers generally sail perpendicular to the wind while kiteboarders travel parallel with the wind. What 
we were seeing was an "unguarded intersection" with the potential for a cross collision or "clothesline" at 
a combined speed of 35-50 MPH. A kevlar line across a body could be disastrous. 

We spent a lot of time debating the issue in the park and I met with two local outfitters in Corpus Christi 
who had the majority ofthe kiteboarding business. As I looked into accepted safety practices by 
kiteboarding associations and various kiteboarding group I found commonly accepted standards that 
advocated no kiteboard use in swim areas and avoidance of crowded beaches. In the end a closure was 
deemed necessary to ensure the safety of park visitors and avoid conflict with other visitor use activities. 

We talked over the applcability of 36 CFR 2.17 with the Solicitor, WASO, and others. We received mixed 
opinions on the applicability of 2.17, so in the end a compendium closure was crafted which prohibits 
Kiteboarding at PAIS. 

Surprisingly the closure has gone well. 1 think the safety issue was pretty obvious to everyone and it 
helped having many alternative sites outside the park for Kiteboarding. 

Hope this helps. 

Randy Larson 
Chief Ranger 
Padre Island National Seashore 
(361)949-8173x237 

Mike Mayer 

Mike Mayer To: Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS, Dale Antontch/LAME/NPS@NPS, 
05/08/2006 11-51 AM ^"^"^ MalIoy/AMIS/NPS@NPS, Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS, 
^c-r Randy Y Larson/PAIS/NPS@NPS, Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, 

Linden Schlenker/BICA/NPS@NPS, Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS 
cc: 

Subject: Kite Tubing 

The next thing that will cause us trouble with Injuries and deaths. Kite Tubing. Three weeks ago we had 
our first near fatality from this activity. If you havent seen this you need to go to the web site. 
www.sportstuff.com. Its made by WEGO Kite Tube and in my estimation they wont be in business long. 

Our guy was 75' behind the boat, traveling 28 mph, and about 10-12 feet off the water, fhe kite tube 
inverted and plunged or rammed the water surface. Seems innocent enough, but 30mph fonward speed + 
accelerated downward plunge = unconscious tuber with three broken ribs and punctured lung. He was 
pulled from the water, unconscious and face down (est. 45 sec.) by his party and taken to shore where we 
air lifted him. We have a history of folks that died from cliff jumping from 20-30 feet and routinely die 
fronri 70+ feet 

It wont be long until someone figures out that if we put a 400 foot rope on the kite tube then it can get 50 

f5<^^ 

http://www.sportstuff.com
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feet in the air. 

I am just curious if any of you have experienced this yet? 

Mike Mayer 
Chief Ranger 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
office 928-608-6253 
cell 928-640-0429 
928-608-6259 FAX Office 

• • A V • < ' . /A<A7 
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, o: .>.. Kevin Schneider 
ysiLiA' 

To: Kitty Roberts/GLCA/NPS@NPS. Nancie E Ames/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
n«/nsrannft m-nc; iiui Susan Perkins/GLC/^NPS@NPS, Mike Mayer/GLC/WNPS@NPS, Stan 
uo/ua/^uub 1 u.uo AM Bumian/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Pat Quinn/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Hank 
Mb I cc: 

Subject arizona daily sun: Kite tubing injuries on Lake Powell a worry 

From the Arizona Daily Sun, Flagstaff 

Kite tubing injuries 
By CYNDY COLE 

Sun Staff Reporter 

06/08/2006 

on Lake Powell a worry 

A large, disc-like inflatable tube that lets water recreationists 'take flight' on Lake Powell is also 
leading to emergency room trips. 

One product retailer is saying the new toy towed behind boats at Lake Powell lets riders "fly 
through the air like a bird.,, reaching incredible new heights!" 

After four injuries this summer in which riders were also flown to the hospital, the National Park 
Service is waming that the kite-like device is causing broken bones and comparing the new sport 
to cliff jumping, which is prohibited. ' 

The toys are round, iriflatable discs about 10 feet in diameter that are pulled behind boats. The 
rider lies flat on top of them as the boat gets going, then sometimes soars into the air at 
45-degree angle, half-standing on them, shifting the body weight back away from the boat with a 
yank. There are footholds and handles. 

It's like riding on top ofa big, inflatable disc, 

"The slightest movement by the user to upset the balance will cause it to tumble into the water," 
recreation area spokesman Kevin Schneider said. 

Videos on Web sites that sell the Kite Tube for about $600 show one rider hanging half-on, 
half-off, legs dangling. 

In other clips, riders appear to soar 10 or 20 feet above the water on the disc, which has a skull 
and crossbones logo on the underside. 

Four people have been flown out of Glen Canyon National Recreation Area with injuries after 
riding Kite Tubes, 

* . • • - ) < - ' •• 

//vr 
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"This is the firet time we've actually seen them in Glen Canyon National Recreation Area," 
Schneider said. 

Friday, a 29-year-oId man from St. George was about 35 or 40 feet in the air, being pulled at 35 
or 40 miles per hour when he fell. His neck was broken. He was the third person in his group that 
day to be hurt, though the other injuries in his group were considered minor. 

On Saturday, a 14-year-old girl form Texas fell from the kite 10-15 feet and was knocked 
unconscious when she hit the water. 

"In some ways this is similar to cliff jumping, because you have a person falling into the water at 
a high distance and relatively high rate of speed," Schneider said. He added riders are not in 
control of how they hit the water. 

Cliff jumping was baimed across Lalce Powell last year. The Park Service has made posters -
they can be foimd taped up in convenience stores near the lake ~ out of a video ofone man who 
jumped off a cliff and was never seen alive again. His friends were holding the video camera. 

The Paric Service is allowing the new devices, buf is reviewing accidents as they happen. 

A ban on Kite Tubes would be within the park's authority, Schneider said. 

Cyndy Cole can be reached at ccole@azdailysun,com or at 913-8607, 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
928-608-6208 

/5^7 



6 - 1 6 - 0 6 ; 4 : 3 9 P M ; G. L. C. A. D ISPACH 

Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube!? 

060614HCC3606 

• Home 
• Kite Building 
• Kite Portfolio 
• Photos 
• Archives 
• Contact 

; 9 2 8 6 0 8 6 3 1 5 # 1 4 / 3 1 

Page lof 15 

Exhibit H 

« Worid's largest kite flies in Tokyo 
321 kite-flyers held in a crackdown against metal-wire use » 

KiteTube!? 

Ads bv Gooooooale 

Wnqo Kita Tubo - In 
Stock 
Free Shipping and 
choice of Free Life 
Vest or Pump with 
each order! 
www. BoatTufae. com 

Overton's Water 

Your one stop shop for 
all your Marine and 
Watersports needs! 
www.overtons.com 

Just reading the Toronto Kite Fliers mailing list today and someone posted a 
link to a bizarre "kite" that is towed behmd a boat. It's called the WEGO KITE 
TUBE produced by SPORTSSTUFF, 

So the idea is basically you convmce some fearless mdividual to climb on top of 
this inflated disk, tear down the lake at top speed and with some "control" the 
rider can launch the kite tube in the air and remain air borne. As long as you 
have enough speed, and you keep the right angle of attack you should be ok. 
(mildly insane but ok) 

Personally I don't think I would do it,., there are a few spills in that video that 
look like they could have been a lot worse,.. you can check out the video here; 
Kite Tube Video. • 

Muaii.!.i..t ii.'-j):̂ -:f:-'r/..-. ^ ^ B i f : 

\:i'i::il^:::.: li)iijBiL.;= 

This entry was posted on Tuesday, February 28th, 2006 at 8:57 pm and is filed under General. You can follow any 
responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can leave a response, or trackback from your own site. 

60 Responses to "Kite Tube!?" 

1, i/Says: 
March 3rd. 2006 at 4:33 pm 

The wego kite tube by sportsstuff is definitely going to be an interesting ride, living ui 
minnesota, I have not been able to get on this tube yet (it was released in January and our lakes 
are froze, obviously). But I sell this tube at MN Boat Shows, and as such, I have personally 
watched this video a few hundred times. 

The WEGO will be a very safe tube if used right, as you can see in the video that ifyou don't 
want to spill on the tube, you will not have to. The girl in the video stays at a constant 5-10 
feet off the water when she wants to. I personally can not wait to ride this tube. We are 
currently thinkmg about taking this tube in the locks, where there is open water right now, 

http;//www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

/5SD 
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simply because I am so excited to ride it. And you will not have to go "top speed" the 
maximum recommended speed to pull this tube is 14-28 in.p.h, dependmg on the wind speed 
on your lake. 

2. Stephanie Says: 
March 6th. 20Q6 at ^•ll am 

That looks like a blast! You get one and I'll try it © 

3. jack Says: 
MarchTth. 2006at ll:51am 

we live on a small lake that we ski and tube we were wondering if the tube can be tumed in 
air since our lake is only about 112 mile long plz reply j ack 

4. JONSays: 
March 9th. 200^ at 4:31 pm 

Hello Jack, 

Go ahead and get one man its crazy. Speaking from riding the Kite tube it is speechless. A 1/2 
mile lake should be ok on the tums all you have to do is slow down and bring the rider down 
to the water and then tum. This not like a regular tube where it is rider versus boat driver. You 
have to watch the tube so if he gets to high you can gradually slow down to let him down out 
of the air. I have ridden mine like a regular deck tube and lower speeds and wind conditions 
and it performs awsome. Going on a whip the all sudden it catches a litte air then off to riding 
it like a deck tube again. My friends have gotten 3o to 40 feet in the air on this thing. One 
friend only want to go 5 feet in the air so we watched him in the reer view mirrow ofthe boat 
to make sure he didn't get to high. In summary i would say to get man you can always go to a 
bigger lake to for long runs. But short lake it will work. I remember we practiced like 10 rides 
and we were able to do a gradual tum not hke a whip but gradual in the air. Going against tbe 
wind is key when going with the wind you don't get as high but thats ok we just ride like a 
huge deck tube with occassional ups and dows of 1 foot or so. SO GET MAN AND TELL 
YOUR FRIENDS! Oh ya there is a instructional video and riding vidoe at there website, 
wvw.SP0RTSSTUFF.COM 

HOPE THAT HELPS POST YOUR COMMENTS IF YOU GET ONE OR ANYMORE 
QUESTIONS! 

5. Chris Says: 
April 8th. 2006 at 9:43 am 

Just bought a new Malibu V-Drive, traded in my 2005 Supra inboard for a larger, faster, v-
drive with a tower. Can't wait to try this out!! Is it any more difficult for the driver to control 
the boat with the tube in the air? And have you ever tried hooking it up on the Tower to get 
more height? Let me know. 

Thanks! 

Chris 

http://www.steadywinds,com/archives/2006/02/28ykite-tube/ 6/14/2006 
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6. marc Says: 
April 18th, 2006 at 3:16 pm 

Hey Chris 

I had the same idea about hooking it up to the tower, 3 out 5 guys landed in the ER that night, 
The air we caught was tmieal, Approx 40ft on a 65ft line. It was cool but insane all at the same 
time. If you do hook it their be prepared for a rough fall. Good Luck 

Marc 

7. Cecil Says: 
April 19th. 2006 at 4:55 pm 

Does anyone know what will happen if I hook it up to my pylon with a 100ft. barefoot line? I 
was thinldng about mnning 40mph into a 20mph head wind. How tight would that be? 

8. still recovering Says: 
April 20th. 2006 at 12:53 am 

Using a 100 foot line or tieing to the tower is just stupid, I did a nose dive at 10' and ended up 

in the er. If someone does that at 40' or 75' their dead. 

9. adog Says: 
April 23rd. 2006 at 3:05 am 

we used the 65 ft cord and to the tower on a ski nautique 210 air and got AT LEAST 50 ft 
before he fell on his neck,,. .knocked him out but us Texas boys dont go to the ER till there are 
limbs hanging off,.,.. " . 

10, Steve Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 1:06 am 

All the videos i have seen have people on the wego kite tube that are about 1501bs, will this 
tube fly with lets say a 2001b fat boy.,.. loi 

11, DRaley Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 9:38 am 

I road one last weekend, I could NOT control the height or dipping from side to side (think 
real kite) If I had not had on a professionally ski jacket I would have been ER. I am wearing a 
6 inch wide bmise from the bottom of my jacket to my knee, 

12, areamike Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 10:16 pm 

I put a video on our Family website of us riding this Kite Tube for the first time this last 
weekend. 
(click on Kite tubing Video) 
http://www.fauxpas.org/modules/xoopsgallery/view_album.php?set_albumName=album44 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 
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The last wipeout in the video is insane,, .use at your OWN risk is an unserstatement. This thing 
can be a great ride as long as you have a GOOD boat driver and STEADY headwinds. Do not 
use in Wind gusts! 

13. Coiiy Says: 
April 27th. 2006 at 2:44 am 

'"'̂ ^̂ ^That looked like a nasty spill. How was he afterwards? 

For anybody interested in purchasing this tube, I would recommend checking out this one,.. 
http://www.sevyIor.com/towables.html 

I rode it last weekend and I was high flying just like on the video in about 15 minutes. 

14. bdog Says: 
April 28th. 2006 at 12:43 am 

A collapsed lung and a broken wrist are pretty serious—BUT at least all of us were tough 
enough to stay conscious. 

15, Meagan Says: 
May2nd. 2006 at 11:10 am 

I watched a friend of mine die when he fell off of the wego kite tube, it was the most awful 
thing I will ever expierence. He broke his neck when he hit the water. Please, please don't use 
thistobe!! 

16. greg Says: 
. May 4th. 2006 at 9:39 pm 

Anyone riding this thing should check this out. 
http://wv^w.kfdml.com/engine.pl?station=kfdm&id=14598&template=breakoutlocal.html 

17, Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube Claims Life Says: 
May 4th. 2006 at 11:17 pm 

[...] A Imk to this story was posted as a comment to an earlier post I made about the Kite 
Tube, Biased on this story and a number ofthe comments to the last kite tube post it's not safe! 
Please don't take your life into your own hands with one ofthese. The constantly changing 
angle-of-attack, combined with weight shifts from the rider and the lack of drag make this an 
extremely impredictable "kite". [,.. ] 

18, joe Says: 
May 9th. 2006 at 9:40 am 

I can;t belive the comments that i'm readiiig about. 
i'm realy freaking out, 
my friend bought one and we flwe it this Sunday and he had a nasty spill whent the thing 
whent up and flipped over becuase ofthe wind that threw him off and he's def in one ear for 4 
weeks becuase he broke his eardrum when it smacked him down onto the water surface fter 
going 29 feet high ©:( 

http://vww.steadywinds.coni/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

http://www.sevyIor.com/towables.html
http://wv%5ew.kfdml.com/engine.pl?station=kfdm&id=14598&template=breakoutlocal.html
http://vww.steadywinds.coni/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/


6-16-06; 4;39PM;G. L. C. A. DISPACH ;92860863l5 # 18/ 31 

Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube!? Page 5 of 15 

060614HCC3606 Exhibit H 

we;re planning on doin it again> 
big tip: DON NOT USE IN HEAVY WINDS OR GUSTS, HAVE AN EXPERIENCED 
BOATDRIVER, 

19. 5nanSays: 

May 11th. 2006 at 11:08 pm 

Meagan, please email me at brianmazzola(aigt.rr.com. Thank you. 

20. 5C07TSays: 
May I5th. 2006 at 2:22 pm 
I bought 1 last week we have come close td getting it flying how fast are you going to get it to 
fly 

21. will Says: 

May 15th. 2006 at 7:32 pm 

Does anyone know which kite tube is steadier the Manta or the WEGO KITE TUBE? 

22. Chris... Says: 
May 16th. 2006 at 3:39 pm 
I bought one ofthese last week and I have ridden it approx. 7-8 times now and getting pretty 
good with it, Yesterday I flew about 20' or so probobly 5-6 different times with good control, 
it was really steady going up and coming down, when I was first using it, it come down 
sidieways a few times but I just held on and it corrected itself. Now on the other hand, a friend 
of mine was on it yesterday also and a gust ofwind caught him and he quickly soared to about 
30' and got out of balance and flipped it and fell 30' at 30mph and he thought he broke his arm, 
although he didn't arid he is alright. I honestly love this thing and think its a blast but after 
yesterday I dop't think I'm going to let my friends get on it unless they sign a release form or 
something and I will probobly only let like me and my brothers on it anymore. It can be 
dangerous but everything that really gets your adrenaline pumping is a little dangerous, I 
suggest just doing like the manual and video says and starting with the 45' rope for 12 times 
then the 55' rope for 24 times until you get used to it then the 65'. Good luck and stay 
balanced. 

23. Steve Says: 

May 17th. 2006 at 7:55 am 

scott, 

i have had mine for 2 weeks, flying it great! we were only doing about 27mph or 30. into a 10 
to 15 wind 
what is your email and i will send you some pics. 

24. Steve Says: 
May 17th. 2006 at 7:58 am 

correction on the speed only going 20 to 25mph 
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25. SCOTT Says: 
Mav 17th. 2006 at 2:22 pm 

We have tried 25-35 mph we can but the winds were no more that about lOmh my e-mail is 
maxie5612@yahoo.com pics would be appreciated. 

26. Chris Says: 
May 19th. 2006 at 10:27 am 

My friend purchased the wego and we took it out, it was really fun at first, but then I was 
ridmg it and for no reason it took off about 40-50 feet in the air and went out of control and 
slammed me down hard onto the water. Now I am an avid wakeboarder, tube rider, thrill 
seeker, but this thing is going to kill someone! I recenteily read that it did actually kill some 
one. Well we decided to try it again the next day and my fiiend was on it and it did the same 
thing to him went about 30 feet up then took a hard nose dive right to the water it wrapped him 
up in the tube and slammed him so hard it tore his ael in his knee and broke 2 ribs. This tube is 
a great idea but they need to redesign it. They had better watch out or as sue happy as this 
world is there will be a major lawsuit against them. 

27. ^reveSays: 
May 21st. 2006 at 9:12 pm 

Chris, 
we have been getting some serious air on the tube also. One of my buddies stayed up for 35 
seconds( our longest ride ofthe day), he was @ 10tol5 feet on this ride, i can relate to the nose 
dive, were you guys in cross winds or calm day? 

28. Taylor Says: 
May 21 st. 2006 at 10:20 pm 

I just bought one ofthese today and I will say it is alot of fim, but this thing can get out of 
control. As a former member of the Coast Guard I guess I should know better but I was pulling 
my fiiend and decided to push the envelope and I sent him into orbit, probably about 40', My 
natural reaction was to pull back on the throttle, well that was the wrong thing to do becuse he 
came barreling down into the water and messed his knee up bad. Anjrway we are going to keep 
using it, but we are going to be alot more careful, 

29. Taylor Says: 
May 22nd. 2006 at 3:55 pm 

Quick note I have ultimatly decided to sell this thing, I don't want to be responsible for killing 
a fiiend, I now think this thing is much to dangerous, I saw somewhere earlier that tiiere are 
some guys fixjm Texas. Just to let you know that a buddy of mine is a game warden here in 
Texas and this thing will be ILLEGAL to use buy the end ofthis summer, he assures me. So I 
guess ifyou are in Texas I would start thinking about selling as soon as you can because you 
won't be able to sell them after that. 

30. FTC924 Says: 
May 23rd. 2006 at 12:54 pm 

My friends and I had this monster out yesterday here in Illinois. We are all over 200 lbs and in 

http://www,steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

/SSS i..'.:'\ K 

mailto:maxie5612@yahoo.com
http://www,steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/


6-16-06; 4 : 39PM;G. L. C. A. DISPACH ;92a608e3l5 <A 20/ 31 

Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube!? Page 7 of 15 
"l ' ) 

060614HCC3606 Exhibit H 

good shape and thought this thing would be easy. We hooked it to the back of our wave-runner 
and began at 45'. We were able to hop across the water but the tube was defmitely unsteady 
and would throw us off without notice like we were rag dolls. Towards the end of our first run 
we were able to get the tube to around 5 foot above the water for a few seconds at a time. The 
last run at 45' (before we were going to extend the rope to 55') I was at 5-8 foot above the 
water and the tube decided it was done and tumed over and face-planted me into the water, 1 
thought my jaw was broke. 

Since my jaw was not broke, we went to 55' and began to get this thing to 10 feet. However, 
not matter what we did, if we hit a gust of wind or a cross wind, the tube would twist and tum 
and thow us off. All this time we were keeping the MPH's around 30-35 because we wanted to 
leam first. Then one my friends signaled to go faster so we upped the speed to 40 MPH and up 
he went to approx 15 feet. He seemed to have major problems keeping the tube steady at that 
height and speed and right before (and I mean right before) the tube decided to tum over and 
nose dive to the water, he jumped off and landed on his feet. We all think we was lucky. 

We finally decided to try the 65' foot length and I am man enough to say that we were not 
ready (or "I" was not ready). I was the first to try it and wanted to increase the speed to 40-45, 
During my run, I was easily flying 10-15 feet in the air and it seemed to me that I was getting 
the hang of it. But then I caught a huge gust ofwind that took me to 30 feet in the air instantly 
and then, even faster, it tumed to the left and then whipped to the right and threw me off into 
the water and I landed right on my back. It knocked the @^yol$@ out of me and I could hardly 
breathe for a good 5-7 minutes. I thought my neck and back were shattered. I have not gone to 
the doctor yet but I have eaten two bottles of aspirin since yesterday. It does disturb me that I 
landed exacfly how that 33 year old guy landed in Texas that was killed, AND HE WAS 
ONLY AT 15 FEET. I was double tiiat. 

Anyways, we do many extreme sports but are always in control and we can always push the 
sport to our abilities. One thitig I know for sure, you cannot see the wind nor can you control it 
and while on the Wego Kite Tube it is hard to control it as well. One thing I notice in the 
manual you get with the tube, it states that the weight limit ofthe tube is 2001bs but it seems to 
me that the lighter the person is, the more uncontrollable the tube will be since it is 10 feet 
wide. I thought the weight limit was 200 lbs because the tube would not get off the water at 
weights above 200, WRONG!!!! In fact, at the end ofthe day yesterday we decided to put two 
guys on the tube and ride it like a conventional tube whipping them in figure-8's and stuff like 
that. This is 425 lbs on this monster and as I whipped them around the first circle, they GOT 
AIR and were 2-3 feet over the water!!!!! 

I am calling Sportsstuff today for answers to my questions and tmll advise as to what they say. 

Does anyone have experience on the Mantra flying tube? It is easier to control when flying? I 
have watched the video and it does seem easier but then again it was being ridden by a 
professional. Someone please advise, 

31, Cocly Says: 
May 24th. 2006 at 9:48 am 

The Manta is much safer than the WEGO, it has rope handles that you hold onto so that you 
can suck the wings in to steady it out, and fly for a few minutes at at time, I knew the WEGO 

http://www,steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

T-r? .. /SS4. 

http://www,steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/


6-16-06; 4:39PM;G. L. C. A. DISPACH ;92a608e3l5 # 21/ 31 

Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube!? Page 8 of 15 
\ . ) • 

060614HCC3606 Exhibit H 

was gonna be bad news from the beginning. Now I won't even be able to do my favorite thing 
come to the end ofthe summer, 

32, yjSays: 
May 25th. 2006 at 3:27 pm 

We just got our Wego and it is AWESOME! I was a bit nervous the 1st time out, but now I 
can't get enough. Ifyou and the boat driver/spotter take the time to watch tiie instmctional 
DVD, read the manual and actually use as directed it's a great ride! It takes getting use to and I 
recommend starting with the shortest ofthe ropes until you get comfortable with it, but we 
have had no problems towing at around 25-27 MPH. I can see how it would be dangerous if 
not used properly, but you can say that about anything. Common sense-it says right on the 
tube, only kite as high as your willing to fall. I give it two thumbs up!!! 

33, Shellie Says: 
May 26th.2006at li:21 pm 

Wrap me in bubble wrap and give me a helmet, I'll try it! 

34, Michael Laninga Says: 
May 27th. 2006 at 11:44 am 

My son (18 years old) had a nasty crash on a Wego Kite Tube May 25th. He suffered a broken 
back and three broken bones in his left foot. He will be in a back brace for 6 - 8 weeks and 
require surgury on his foot. He missed his High School graduation and all night party too. 
Worse he has lost his summer employment at a youth camp. This is a very dangerous toy, 

35, James Siays; 
May 28th, 2006 at 11:00 am 

Hi, i am thinking about getting a wego, but am wondering if our boat can handle it, its a 79 
doral 6cyl mercruzer 165h, can someone tell me if this is sufficiant, to pull this crazy thing, 
thanks James, 

36, lil ripper Says: 
May 29th. 2006 at 10:54 am 

my name is lil ripper and i just got back from the hospital last night from crashing down off 
the kite tube we had it hooked up to the tower hi out boat not a good idea..i dont really rember 
what happened b/c i suffered from amniesa but i was told i feell from 20 feet in the air and 
became uncouiisious i recomend not getting one!!!!! 

37, Chris Says: 
May 30th. 2006 at 11:28 am 

I wrote earlier and told ya'll about my buddy that fell from about 30' well he's getting better 
with a little shoulder pain still but will be ok, I had this thing out again this weekend and I 
have to say that I personally am getting pretty good with it, I can fly it about 15'-20' very 
smoothly and bring it back down no problem, I do have to say though that I ride motorcycles 
alot and do have pretty good balance, which I believe is the key to the kite tube. I am still the 
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only person that has been on my kite tube who has not flipped off at some point. I love it and 
can't get enough. If the wind isn't blowing very much I'll get my wife to drop the throttle all 
the way down to about 40mph so that I can get more air but if the wind is blowing pretty good 
or it is gusting then 25 works really well, I can get 15' with the 45' or the 65' rope easily. But I 
can see were a cross wind could throw you off course and put it out of control ifyou didn't 
expect it, so I suggest staying balanced and expect the worst and hope for the best when flying 
high but I have had no problems at aU, Oh and 165HP should pull it fine, I have a 19'Chaparral 
with 190HP and it has no problems at all pulling it. Just be carefiil using the kite tube and 
follow ALL of the instmctions or ride at your own risk, 

38, Derek Says: 
May 3Qth. 2006 at 2:41 pm 

Ive taken hard/high(30') falls and next time im wearing a protec helmet and neck brace.., 
maybe even a mouth piece, just dont use it in high winds,cross winds, use alot of air in the tube 
and alot of balance when your up there, also pull into the wind as straight on as you can 

39, James Says: 

May 3 Ist. 2006 at 12:35 am 

hi,thanks chris ,i will ride carefully, cheers James 

40, jason Says: 
May 31st 2006 at 8:52 am • 
Had my first experience this past Memorial day. Chris is dead on with the wind situation. It 
was pretty windy that day. The kite goes up very well, but ifyou have some wind gusts, no 
amount of balance is going to help you. It is like trying to fly an airplane with one wing, it 
started the side to side shaking very violently and I came off of it at about 25'. Needless to say, 
the water feels like concrete when you hit it at that height and moving at about 35mph. On a 
good ligt wind day, you should be able to fly it witii some nifty balancing. Even though it hurt 
when I fell, i will get back on h agam. A glutton for punishment i quess!! 

41, Steve Says: 
May 31st. 2006 at 5:41 pm 

O.K, guys here is our story.., memorial day weekend, friend of ours was riding the kite tube 
on the 65 ft line, was flying great! at @15 to 20' all of a sudden he went to 40' in a spht 
second, he had excellent control ofthis thing, he got a bit nervous and couldnt figure how to 
get it down lower, we backed of throtfle a bit and tube went sideways and threw him off 
unfortunally he suffered a compressed vertabrae. i have posted here before and wanted to see if 
you guys could control the up and down on this thing, the fall he took was not really from the 
40ft because he was comming back down when we throttled back, tiie side ofthe tube actually 
hit the water first and then slung him off. we have been very carefijll when flying this thing, 
we all will still ride, i really believe this is the most extreme water sport out tiiere. 

42, Steve Says: 
Mav 31st 2006 at 5:45 pm 
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Hey chris send me some pics!!!! stevewbarco(g),aol.com 

43. Steve Says: 
May 31st 2006 at 5:54 pm 

FTC, 

let me know when you talk to sportsstuff im interested in what they have to say 
thanks 

44. Chris Says: 
June 1st. 2006 at 4:13 pm 

Steve, 
Not saying it was the boat drivers fault in this case but I've been thinking about this same 
situation and this is what I have come up with. If he was flying it great at 20' then the only 
thing that shot him up fiuther was a gust ofwind unless someone was playing around too 
much and dropped the throtfle to send him up higher. I think if the driver would have remained 
steady on the throtfle that just as soon as that gust ofwind settled down then he would have 
come down as well. 1 have experienced this and just remained balanced and it would come 
back down after a few seconds or so. But another thing I've been thinking about is this,, .if 
someone is 40' in the air on a 65' rope then that only leaves about 50' horizontel distance from 
the kite tube to the boat and at 3 Omph you cover approx. 44' per second so if the boat driver 
panics and drops the throtfle all the way down and the boat stops it wouldn't take much for the 
kite tube to drift over the boat and drop the rider into the boat, which could mean serious 
injury or death. If my math is off I am sorry but this COULD I believe happen, someone please 
correct me if I am wrong. But like in your case you said the kite tube was already decending 
then you backed off the throttle, so in a sense you backing off the throtfle caused the kite tube 
to lose any lift from underneath that it might have had to bring it down smoothly which caused 
it to flip sideways and down into the water. I really hope your friend gets better and I have sent 
you a few pics but I still have to get some better ones. 

45. Chris Says: 
June 1st 2006 at 4:22 pm 

Ohh I forgot to tell you guys that I rode the kite tube backwards this past weekend for a few 
seconds, I just sit down and grabbed the handles and it went up maybe 4' off the water.., felt 
kinda wierd and I didn't have much control and didn't want to break my record of no falls so I 
turned back around but my brothers were tripping out. It was a nice view though. ..you could 
actually see very weU just how high you really was, 

46. peter pond Says: 
June 2nd. 2006 at 8:33 am 

used the kite tube for 1st time last weekend,everything was great tfl i shot to 30' instantly,the 
tube started gettmg very unstable up there,so i bailed,hit the water so hard it ripped my shorts 
in two,rested on the beach for 20 niinutes,tried agian,same thing ,back up to 30',came crashing 
down,i don't think my body can handle a 3rd violent impact,and everyone else is to scared to 
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use the tube because they might get shot to 30'+. so my question is if we go shorter than 45' on 
the tow line,to say 25' will this eliminate the threat of going to high,but still allow for some lift 
off the water,and being a safe distance from the prop????? 

47. Chris Says: 
June 2nd. 2006 at 11:35 am 

Man just my opinion, 25' might be a little too short, it might be difficult starting off with the 
washout from the inside ofthe wake being so close, I would think it would try and submarine 
really bad, I would try 35' or even 40' first, but ifyou called sportsstuff they might have a 
better answer for you from the safety end, I don't think the prop would be an issue though. 
Something to keep in mind for next time, I know you can't see the wind or anjrthing but ifyou 
shoot up to 30' really quick then it may be gusting too bad to fly it for that day, I think tiie 
DVD that comes with it says sometiiing about it. 

48. HeyTone Says: 
June 3rd. 2006 at 1:08 am 

My brother recently went to 65' rope, and he got it on video. His fiiends are absolutely nuts 
and some ofthe wipe outs are downright violent. There's two videos at the following link if 
you want to check it out. 

HeyTone.com movies 

49. Duane H. Says: 
June 6th. 2006 at 3:33 pm 

We saw this video at Bass Pro Shops and went out and bought it. We started out at 65 feet of 
rope at approx, 35 MPH. My friend Kevin was doing great for the first 5 minutes and we were 
amazed at the hieght we were gettmg. The next thing we knew he shot up high in the air and 
was slammed down on his right side at fiill speed. He was knocked unconcious and had to be 
pulled from the water with rescue breaths given to revive him. We took it back the next day. 

50. MarkSays: 
June 7th. 2006 at 8:28 am 

I wish we had the problem of getting to high on the Wego Kite Tube. We cannot get the tube 
off the water. The area just below the recessed foot holds is always touching the water. The 
first weekend the tube was under inflated, because we had no foot pump, that explained that. 
The second weekend we had it fiilly inflated, 150-160 pound rider, 10 mile hour head wind, 
and still could not get the tube into the air. The riders have all watched the video. We used 
both the 65' and 55' foot lengths and have tried speeds up to 30 miles on hour. We have 23' -
250 horse 1/0 - deck boat, with the tow rope attachment about 2/3 of the way up tiie transom. 
Any suggestions would be greatiy apprecaited. Thanks 

51. 5/eveSays: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:44 am 
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Mark, 

Keep riding, it will take a few tries to get accustomed to. you should let the tube do all the 
work we stmggled with this, we were trying to really yank on the handle to make it fly. that is 
the wrong thing to do, just graddually pull back and the wind should do the rest, make sure tbe 
tube is properly mflated very important!!!! be patient, this thing will soar, i have posted here 
before., and PLEASE BE CAREFUL!!!!!!! 
we usually run anywhere between 28 to 32niph depending on the Viind. there should be no 
problem getting a 150 tO 1601b guy or girl up. send me you email i will send you some pics 

52. Michael Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:09 pm 

We tried this last weekend. It was a blast. Started with the rope at 65 feet behind a Seadoo. 
Had a little trouble with control at first but once we figured out to go directly into the wind it 
was fme. Ifyou get out of confrol just sit dovm and the tube will go back down to the water. 
Even my ahnost 50 year old mom had a blast. 

53. Calestie Says: 
June 7th. 2006 a t t 1:19 pm 

Our family bought the wego kite tube. We all sat down together and watched the instructional 
video twice!! We are all experienced baoters and have been boating for years. My husband 
crashed hard on the tube. He was coughing up blood and had to be lifeflighted to closest 
hospital. Has broken ribs, bmised, and abdominal problems. This tube is NOT SAFE!!!!! We 
followed instmctions exactiy. It is totally unpredictable. DO NOT BUY IT!!!!! 

54. RodSays: 
June 8th. 2006 at 4:06 pm 

We bought a Wego Kite Tube, tried it for a couple weekends, and retumed it this week. It can 
be very dangerous! Please be sure it is properly inflated, do not use in unsteady winds, and the 
boat driver should never let the tube get more than 5 feet off the water. The kite can easily soar 
to 25-30 feet, and dump you off hard. We are experienced boaters and tubers, and think this 
tube will eventually do the same thing to anyone who uses it. It can be a lot of fim, till 
someone gets hurt. The last time we used the tube, the rider hit the water and was 
unconscience for about 10 seconds. We experienced a moderate concussion, bruised ribs, 
coughmg up blood, and severe headaches in the short time we used it, Definately not worth the 
risks!! 

55. DavidSays: 
June9th. 2006 at 11:24 am 

I just found this site while looking for information about the Wego Kite Tube after a 17 year-
old in Winter Haven, Florida sustained a life-threatening injury while using this product. The 
young man is an experienced wake-boarder who was preparing for the professional circuit (the 
boat driver was also experienced). This young man sustained a 30-40 foot fall when a sudden 
gust ofwind lifted the tube from 10 feet to that height and then flipped him over. He sustained 
a dissection ofthe aorta and has survived only because of prompt emergency care and 6-hour 
surgery hi Tampa, 
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This product may provide "thrills," but so does Russian roulette, which is what you are playing 
every time you take a ride on this kite tube. This young man was not an mexperienced "hot 
dog"; he was athletic and experienced. This product should be taken off the market!!! 
Wamings on the tube or on "instmctional videos" are not a defense for the continued sale of 
this product. 

For those of you considering purchase and/or use ofthis kite tube, PLEASE review the many 
intemet postings available. Ifyou still decide to use it make sure you have major medical 
coverage and fimeral arrangements, 

56, Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » More Kite Tube Problems... Says: 
June 9th. 2006 at 12:06 pm 

[...] Kite Tube!? WOWT | Kite Tubing Writes [.,,] 

57, Troy Says: 
June 10th. 2006 at 2:46 am 

I have been a boater for many years, my family and I love to tube. 
When I first saw the Wego Kite Tube (overtons I believe) I had to have one. After 1 frip to the 
lake and some forum searching, I am putting my tube on ebay, This tube has the potential of 
hurting many people, and the one ultimately responsible wiU be the boat driver. This tube will 
go from skirnming the top of the water to 20 feet in a blink of an eye. Now tills wouldnt be so 
bad at 15 or so mph. I had a 190 pounder at over 40 mph before the tube would lift in a low 
wind situation. Falling off at 40 mph would not be fim. 
I encourage anyone to watch the videos posted on this site before purchasing a kite tube. Look 
at how violent the crashes are. Think of the liability involved if someone gets injured behind 
your boat, or worse. Friends are friends until they are layed up, unable to work, bills are piling 
up lawsuit to follow. 

58, Cader Says: 
June 12th. 2006 at 12:31 pm 

I got on one this weekend and I have to say this is sweet! 
My brother-in-law took about a 10' spfll on his head and got a headache but he has has much 
worse on his air chair. Granted we were out on a pretty windy day and we shouldn't have been 
on tiie first time out, 

I keep readuig about people getting hurt on this but a lot of them are starting out with the 65' 
length rope and / or putting it on a ski tower, BOTH of which the instmctions say NOT to 
do!!! 

There is a post about a 100' rope on a tower: 
still recovering Says: 
April 20th, 2006 at 12:53 am 
Using a 100 foot line or tieing to the tower is just stupid. I did anose dive at 10' and ended up 

in the er. If someone does that at 40' or 75' their dead. 

Not to sound callus but what do you expect? When you don't foflow dfrections you get hurt -
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59. John Stabler Says: 
. June 13th. 2006 at 5:19 pm 

I'm all for safe water sports. You should stick within your hmits. You need a driver and 
spotter who know what they're doing. With practice you vwU control the Wego and not the 
other way round. But you need to take it slowly and identify unsuitable conditions. Wear 
appropriate safety gear and ifyou drive/own the boat you should be insured. 
Personally I like the Wego and it can be alot of fim when used properly. Sure, I've fallen off a 
few times (sometimes spectacularly) but never from a height to cause major damage. You 
should not be flying it at more than 15'. The thing says on it "Don't fly higher than you're 
willing to fall". If it's going too high for you then there is something wrong and you shouldn't 
be using it 

Dopes on Ropes - Water Siding and Kite Tubing 

60, admin Says: 
June 13th. 2006 at 8:20 pm 

John, 

From a kite point of view it is not stable, so I am not sure how it can be used safely at all, A 
flat kite needs drag to fly and keep it pointed into the wind. On a flat kite this usually done 
using some sort of tail or drpgue shoot. What I see in the videos etc is the kite starts to cobra, 
this is when the kite starts to oscilate back and forth and sort of looks like a snake dancing. 
This is where you get into frouble,.. if it sways too much one side ofthe kite will catch a little 
more wind and keep going and dump the rider and the kite will crash, usually in a nose dive. 

justmy 2 cents.. 

-Bill 

Leave a Reply 

Name (required) 

Mail (will not be published) (required) 

Website 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 

1 ' V. 

6/14/2006 
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KiteRing Connects People 
[ Join Now I Ring Hub | Random | « Prev | Next >> ] 

Steadywinds.com is proudly powered by WordPress 
Entries (RSS^ and Comments (RSS;̂ , 

http://vvww.steadywinds,coni/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 
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"Ray Tsuneyoshi" To: <KBergersen@azgfd.g6v>, <anelson@npgcabl9.com>, 
<RTSUNEYOSH(@dbw. <michael_mcginnis@nps.gov>, <flrstald@citlink.net>, 
C8.gov> <doug.schuster@co.motiave,a2.us>, <awirt2@fs.fed.us>, 

cc: <EHuntsman@azgfd.gov>, <fmessman@ndow.org>, 
06/12/2006 11:02 AM <CWalI@azgfd,gov>. <JSacc0@a2gfd.gov> 
MST Subject: Re: Kite Tubes 

What is kind of weird coincidence is that I was just in flight fr om Tennessee to Sacramento, reading the "Sky Mall 
" magazine. The ad for the "Sky Kite " pops up just as th pilot announces that we are flying over Lake Powell. Just 
from the photo's it looks like there is a potential for instability and no protection for the occupant. 
RayT 

Original Message 
From; Kevin Bergersen <KBergersen@azgfd.gov> 
To: aneIson@npgcable.com <aneIson@npgcable.com>; michael_mcginnis@nps.gov 
<michael_mcginnis@nps.gov>; firstaid@citlink.net <firstaid@citlink.net>; doug.schust6r@co.mohave,az.us 
<doug.schuster@co,mohave.az.us>; awirtz@fs.fed.us <awirtz@fs.fed.us>; D_Toporek@MCSO.maricopa.gov 
<D_Toporek@MCSO.maricopa,gov>; mary_hinson@nps.gov <mary_hinson@nps.gov>; 
darren.simmons@co,yuma.az.us <darren.simmons@co,yuma.az.us>; jcooley@fs.fed.us <jcooley@fs.fed,us>; 
gpeaslee@pr,state.az.us <gpeaslee@pr.state.az.us>; dale_enlow@fws.gov <dale_enlow@fws.gov>; 
michael_dodson@blm.gov <michael_dodson@blm.gov>; jim_holland@nps.gov <jim_holIand@nps.gov>; 
lrvineG@ci.iake-havasu-city.az.us <IrvineG@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us>; azfoot@yahoo.com 
<azfoot@yahoo.com>; rknotts@pr.state.az,us <rknotts@pr.st3te,a2.us>; atafoya@cybertraiIs.com 
<atafoya@cybcrtrails.com>; tlister@fs.fed.us <tlister@fs.fed.us>; Mark_Law@nps.gov <Mark_Law@nps.gov>; 
steve_luckesen@nps.gov <steve_luckesen@nps.gov>; revans@pr.state.az.us <revans@pr.state.az.us>; 
tim.sonier@co.mohave.az.us<tira,sonier@co,mohave.az.us>; Clirls_Pergiel@nps.gov <Chris_PergieI@nps.gov>; 
randy.johnson@co.mohave.az.us <randy.johnson@co.mohave.az,us>; bpendiey@pr.state.az.us 
<bpendley@pr.state.az.us>; Rick_Bennett@nps.gov <Rick_Bennett@nps.goy>; ron.voss@co.yuma.az.iis 
<ron.v0ss@co.yuma.a2.us>; Kerry_Haut@nps.gov <Kerry_Haut@nps.gov>; dirk_murphy@nps.gov 
<dirk_murphy@nps.gov>; mark_pita@nps.gov <mark_pita@nps.gov>; cdigerolamo@bullheadschools,com 
<cdigerolamo@bullheadschools.com>; randd@redrivernet.con-i <randd@redrivernet.com>; 
PNewman@dl l.uscg.mi] <PNewman@dl l.uscg.mil>; SlomaR@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us 
<SlomaR@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us>; bmaddox@sbcsd.org <bmaddox@sbcsd.org>; cbrooks@pr.state.az.us 
<cbrooks@pr.state.az.us>; baxlund@coconino.az.gov <baxlund@coconino,az.gov> 

CC: Ray Tsuneyoshi; Ed Huntsman <EHuntsman@azgfd.gov>; Fred Messman <fmessman@ndow,org>; Cindy 
Wall <CWall@azgfd.gov>; Joe Sacco <JSacco@azgfd.gov> 
Sent: Mon Jun 12 08:49:44 2006 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

FYI - There's a new water "toy" out there and many of have already had to pick up the pieces, so a few of you 
already know that we've already input one Arizona boat accident report on these "tube kites" unfortunatley I 
expect more. 

Kevin 

Original Message 
From: Robert Baron [mailto:erfpmd 1 @cox.netT 
Sent: Fri 6/9/2006 10:47 PM 
To: Kevin Bergersen; Howard Mimding 
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

--V._.- i . 

I wonder ifyou have seen any injuries from this device on Phoenix area lakes? Watch out for them. They can 

/ ^ - ^ ^ 
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be very traumatic. 

Bob Baron 

From: Luckesen [mailto:Luckesen@hughes.net1 
Sent: Friday, June 09,2006 8:59 AM 
To: Kiko Augusto Villalon; Dr. Robert Baron; Richard Blackman; Bill Furbee; Jennifer Killeen; emy kuncl; 

Jim Leach; Fred Messmann; Joe and Nancy; Rngrram@aol.com; Todd Schwede; Ted Woolley 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

In the past three weeks we have had to Airvac four serious injured people from Lake Powell that were engaged 
in a new water activity called Kite Tubing. This activity involves a large round inflated tube that is towed behind a 
boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air to a height of 15 to 60 feet. Conn-oiling 
a kite tube is extremely challenging and the slightest upset in its balance cause the tub to dive down into the water at 
a high rate of speed. The individual on these tubes impacted the water at both the forward tow speed of the vessel 
and then at the downward accelerated speed, which can be as high as 70 MPH. As a medic I have responded to three 
ofthese calls in a one week period and my Kite Tubing patients all had to be Airvac to Level I Trauma Centers. A 
29-year-old male who suffered a broken neck (double Fx of C-2) and a 26-year-old male with a hemopneumothorax 
produced by broken ribs. My third patient a 14,-year old female suffered a whiplash injury and was released from 
the hosipital. Several weeks' earlier another Medic had a similar case at Lake Powell involving a young man with a 
severely pimctured lung. Several local hospitals have reported recently seeing Kite Tube patients with simular 
injuries from people that have self transported to their facilities. Taking with other water enforcement agencies they 
are seeing Kite Tubing injuries and I have heard ofone fatality in Texas, This death was due to a transected aortic 
commonly seen in deceleration auto and airplane type accidents. Interviews with friends and family members of 
patients have shown a disturbing trend with this use. In all cases at Glen Canyon NRA, multiple minor Kite Tubing 
injuries occurred with other members ofthe boating party prior to the incidents that required advanced life support. 
All victims stated they were using the kite tubes as directed when they suddenly lifted to dangerous heights, became 
unstable, and plunged up side down into the water. Friends of the victims that did not immediately report their 
injuries advised that they had coughing up blood, had torn muscles, whiplash type injuries and broken ribs. 

Go to the following Intemet link and then click on the video section in the upper right hand corner. Tliese clip 
show graphically what can happen with these devices. 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=l 6192@kutv.davport.com < 
http://www.ku tv.com/video/?id=l 6192@kutv.davDort.com> 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=1615S@kutv.davDort.com < 
http://wvyw.kutv.com/video/?id=l 6155@kutv.davport.com> 

http://www.break.com/index/tubingtakeoff.html 

Glen Canyon is considering banding these device from boating activities on Lake Powell and Dr. Baron has 
also taken an active role in banding these devices. 

Steve 

Ab7 
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Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
P.O. Box 1507 

Page, Ariiona 66040 

Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department ofthe Interior 

InsideNPS 
Information Gateway for NPS Einployees 

GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 
Two In jured in Kite Tubing Accidents 

Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "kite tubing" accidents In the park last weekend. In both cases, the 
victims were riding kite tubes towed by boats when they lost controi of the device, Each then fell into Lake Powell from 
heights of between 10 and 40 feet. Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes that are tov '̂ed by boats at 20 to 40 mph. 
The user hokjs onto the kite tube as it rises into the air from 15 to 60 feet. Controlling a kite lube is extreniely 
challenging and the slightest upset in its balance causes it to fall into the water. The first incident occurred on Friday, 
June 2nd, at approximately 2:30 p.m. nisar the Bullfrog area. A 29-y8ar-old man from St. George, Utah, was riding a 
kite tube when he lost control and fell from a height of 35 to 40 feet while moving at approximately 35 to 40 mph. He 
suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog Medical Clinic to SL Mary's Hospital in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. He was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing, butjha other two 
sustained only minor Injuries and were not treated. Qn the aftemoon of Saturday, June 3rd, a 14-yfiar<ild giri from 
Houston, Texas, fell from 10 to IS feet from her kite tube while being towed at 20 to 25 mph. She lost consciousness 
when she stmck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was flown by helicopter from 
Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction, After further examination at the hospital, she was released 
without serious injunes. These were the third and fourth accidents this year involving kite tubes. The first accident 
occurred on April 7th and resulted in a punctured lung caused by broken ribs; the second was on May 22nd, when 
another person sustained injuries to the chest and back while using a kite tube. Both of these incidents involved kite 
tube riders losing control of the device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate of speed. The Individuals 
involved in these accidents were also transported by helicopter lo the hospital. This is the first season that park 
rangers at Glen Canyon have seen kite tubes on the lake. Please see the related safety alert on kite tubing in this 
issue for additional Information and for links to two TV news videos on kite tubing accidents. 

More Information 

Contact Information 
Name: Kevin Schneider, Management Assistant 

http://lnside.nps.gov/lnd6X.cfm7handlersviewpri ritheadline&type=lncidents&id=2616 

;;i-
http://inside,nps,gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=Incidents&id=2616 6/14/2006 
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

InsideNPS 
Information Gateway for NFS Employees 

. r ^ i . 

GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 

Two Injured in Kite Tubing Accidents 

Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "kite tubing' accidents in the park last weekend. In both cases, the 
victims were riding kite tubes towed by boats when they lost control of the device. Each then fell into Lake Powell from 
heights of between 10 and 40 feet. Kite hibes are large, round inflated tubes that are towed by boats al 20 fo 40 mph. 
The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air from 15 to 60 feet. Controlling a kite tube is extremely 
challenging and the slightest upset in its balance causes it to fall into the water. The first incident occurred on Friday, 
June 2nd, at approximately 2:30 p.m. near the Bullfrog area, A 29-year-old man from St. George, Utah, was riding a 
kite tube when he lost control and fell from a height of 35 to 40 feet while moving at approximately 35 to 40 mph. He 
suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog Medical Clinic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. He was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing, but the other two 
sustained only minor injuries and were not treated. On the afternoon of Saturday, June 3rd, a 14-year-old girl from 
Houston, Texas, fell from 10 to 15 feet from her kite tube while being towed at 20 to 25 mph. She lost consciousness 
when she struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incideint and she was flown by helicopter from 
iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction. After further examination at the hospital, she was released 
without serious Injuries, These were the third and fourth accidents this year involving kite tubes. The first accident 
occuned on April 7th and resulted in a punctured lung caused by broken ribs; the second was on May 22nd, when 
another person sustained injuries to the chest and back while using a kite tube. Both of these incidents involved kite 
tube riders losing control of the device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate of speed. The individuals 
involved In these accidents were also transported by helicopter to the hospital. This is the first season that park 
rangers at Glen Canyon have seen kite tubes on the lake. Please see the related safety alert on kite tubing in this 
issue for additional information and for links to two TV news videos on kite tubing accidents. 

More Information 

Contact Information 
Name: Kevin Schneider, Management Assistant 

http://inside.nps.gov/ind6x.cfm?hand[er=vlewprintheadline&lype=lncidents&id=2616 

httD://inside,nps.gov/index.cfin?handlei=viewprintheadline&type=Incidents&id=26l6 
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 6, 2006 06-12 

Glen Canyon National 
Recreation Area 

691 Scenic View Dr. 
POBox 1507 
Page, AZ 86040-1507 

CONTACT: Kevin Schneider 
928-608-6208 

Glen Canyon News Release 

Two Injured in "Kite Tubing" Accidents Last Weekend 

Page, Ariz. - Two people v̂ rere injured in separate, unrelated "Kite Tubing" accidents 
this past weekend at Glen Canyon National Recreation Area. In both cases, the victims 
were riding Kite Tubes towed by boats when they lost control of the device. The victims 
fell into the waters of Lake Powell from heights between ro and 40 feet. 

The first incident occurred on Friday, June 2 at approximately 2:30 pm near the Bullfrog 
area. The victim, a 29 year- old male from St. George, Utah, was riding a Kite Tube 
when he lost control and fell from a height of 35- 40 feet, while moving at approximately 
35- 40 mph. He suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog 
Medical Clinic to St Marj^s Hospital in Grand Junction, Colorado, He was the third 
person in his party that day to be injured while Kite Tubing, The other two individuals 
reported they had minor injuries and were not treated. 

On Saturday afternoon, June 3, a 14- year old girl from Houston, Texas, fell 10-15 feet 
from her Kite Tube while being towed at 20- 25 mph. She lost consciousness when she 
struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was 
flown by helicopter from Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction, 
Colorado. After ftirther examination at the hospital, she was released wdthout serious 
injuries. 

These were the third and fourth accidents this year at Glen Canyon National Recreation 
Area involving Kite Tubes. The first accident occurred on April 7 and resulted in a 
punctured lung caused by broken ribs. On May 22, a second person had injuries to their 
chest and back while using a Kite Tube. Both of these incidents involved Kite Tube 
riders losing control ofthe device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate 
of speed. The individuals involved in these accidents were also transported by 
helicopter to the hospital. 

" ' , . ' * • 

Kite Tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20- 40 mph. The user 
holds onto the Kite Tube as it rises into the air, 15- 60 feet from the surface ofthe water. 
Controlling a Kite Tube is extremely challenging, and the slightest upset in its balance 
causes the Kite Tube to fall into the water. As a newcomer to the market, this is the first 
season park rangers at Glen Canyon have observed their use. 

- ivww.nps.gov/glca -

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA"" 
The National Park Sewice cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

••• \ 
/SP 

http://ivww.nps.gov/glca
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mph and most were 15 to 20 feet in the air when they were either ejected or turnei 
accelerated back to the water. Another 10 to 20 mph of speed is added to their fo 
the victims are hitting the water at 45 to 55 mph. These accidents are therefore th] 
70 foot cliff jump, with the added component of the victims having no control over 
impact the water. 

More Information... 

Contact Information 
Name: Mike Mayer, Chief Ranger 

about inslde.nps.gov j feedback 

http://cIassicinside,nps,gov/headline,cfhi?type=Announcements&id=4523 6/9/2006 

http://cIassicinside,nps,gov/headline,cfhi?type=Announcements&id=4523
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Kevin Schneider To: DavW Bama/WASO/NPS@NPS, Elaine Sevy/WASO/NPS@NPS, Karen 
' ^ "7^ - : nfi/nR/9nnfi m•i^ AIW Breslin/DENVER/NPS@NPS. James Doyle/DENVER/NPS@NPS, 

^ ^ ' K«e-r ' Patrida Turiey/DENVER/NPS@NPS, Rick Frost/DENVER/NPS@NPS, 
l^t- Mb I cc: 

Sut̂ ect: Grand Junction Daily Sentinel: Two injured at Lake Powell riding popular 
kite tubes 

Two injured at Lake Powell riding popular kite tubes 

Wednesday, June 07,2006 

By SALLY SPAULDING 

The Daily Sentinel 

Two people were injured at Lake Powell last weekend while riding "kita tubes" pulled by boats in ths Glen 
Canyon National Recreation Area. 

Both victims, a 29-year-old male from St, George, Utah, and a 14-year-old giri from Houston, Texas, were 
flown to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction for treatment. 

Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite 
tube as it rises into the air, 15 to 60 feet from the surface of the water. 

The product was released widely on the maritet this year and runs about $500. 

This is the first season park rangers at Glen Canyon haye observed the use of kite tubes, said Kevin 
Schneider of the National Park Service. 

The first incident of the weekend occurred on Friday near the Bullfrog Marina area. The 29-year-old male 
lost control of the kite tube and fell roughly 40 feet while moving at approximately 40 mph. 

He suffered a broken neck and was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing. 

On Saturday, the 14-year-old giri was being towed at about 25 mph when she fell between 10 and 15 
feet. 

She lost consciousness when she struck the water and was flown from the Iceberg Canyon area of the 
lake to St. Mary's. 

She was released from the hospital without "serious" injuries, according to Schneider. 

Schneider said the weekend accidents were the third and fourth accidents this year at Glen Canyon 
National Recreation Area involving kite tubes. 

The first two incidents also sent victims to St, Mary's Hospital and involved broken bones, a punctured 
lung and other injuries. 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 

/ S ^ 



5-16-06; 4:39PM;G. U. C. A. DISPACH ;92860863 I 5 # 7 / 3 1 

060614HCC3606 Exhibit H-

Kevln Schnekler 
06/08/2006 07:41 AM 
MST 

fyi 

To: Kitty Roberts/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Nancie E Ames/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
Susan Perkins/GLCA/NPS(aiNPS, Mike Mayer/GLC/VNPS@NPS, Stan 
Bumfian/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Pat Qulnn/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Hank 

cc: 
Subject: Fw: Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
928-608-6208 
— Forwarded by Kevin Schneider/GLCA/NPS on 06/08/2006 07:40 AM 

•Paul Ostapuk" 
<postapuk@cableone.n 
et> 

06/08/2006 07:39 AM 
MST 

To: <Kevin_Schneider@nps.gov> 
cc: 

Subject: Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 

Hi Kevin, 

I wanted to let you know that the Friends of Lake Powell has started a letter writing campaign to remove 
this new dangerous product from the market. 

Have spoken to the manufacturer (Sportsstuff) and several distributors asking thenri to give this product 
Immediate attention. 

Thank you for your recent press release and have fun at the celebrations at Park Service Headquarters, i 
am on my way out of town to the Old Spanish Trail Annual Convention and will miss today's planned 
activities. 

Paul Ostapuk ^ 
Friends of Lake Powell 

/^A 

mailto:Kevin_Schneider@nps.gov
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"Robert Baron" To; "Mayer, Mike" <Mike_Mayer@NPS.gov> 
<erfpmd1@cox.net> cc: 'Steve Luckesen" <Luckesen@Hughes.Net>,"'Baron, Robert" 

FYI 

From: Robert Baron [mailto:erfpmdl@cox,net] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 07, 2006 10:06 PM 
To: Kitty Roberts (Kitty_Roberts@nps.gov) 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

Kitty, 

I have been following the cases of injuries concerning the operation of Kite Tubes, I believe the 
information collected on the lake, the need to airiift 4 people from the lake in 3 weeks with 1 having a 
broken neck and 2 others having major chest injuries suggests that this "toy" is just plain too dangerous. 
Ifyou have not seen video clips ofthe use ofthese kites, please go to KUTV.com, click on the video 
section in the upper right hand corner and click the button that says "see all". Scroll through the options 
and there you will find a clip from 6/5 & 6/5. These videos show graphically what can happen with these 
devices. 

Kitty, I have heard that your Rangers are suggesting the writing of a compendium Wiat would ban the use 
of these Kite Tubes on the lake. From an injury prevention viewpoint, I have to agree. Please let me 
know how this all progresses. 

Sincerely. 

Bob Baron 

/SQA 

mailto:Mike_Mayer@NPS.gov
mailto:erfpmd1@cox.net
mailto:Luckesen@Hughes.Net
mailto:erfpmdl@cox,net
mailto:Kitty_Roberts@nps.gov
http://KUTV.com
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Bmce Malloy 
05/10/2006 09:34 AM 
CDT 

To; Randy YLarson/PAIS/NPS@NPS 
cc: Dale Antonich/LAMBNPS@NPS, Dennis Weiland/CH1C/NPS@NPS, 

Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, Linden Schlenker/BICA/NPS@NPS, 
Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS. Matthew Senulls/LAMR/NPS@NPS, Mike 

Subject; Re: Kite TubingU 

Thanks for the heads up on this potentially dangerous activity. We have not experienced any interest in 
these types of "above the water" activities. But we anticipated that we would in the future, therefore last 
year we crafted and implemented a Compendium prohibition on all of these activities except 
windsurfing/sailboarding. We have not had any comments, negative or positive, on this prohibition, 

? 1.5 Closures and Public Use Limits 
(a) Consistent with applicable legislation and Federal administrative policies, and based upon a 
determination that such action is necessary for the maintenance of public health and safety, protection of 
environmental or scenic values, protection of natural or cultural resources, aid to scientific research, 
implementation of management responsibilities, equitable allocation and use offacilities, or the 
avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities, the superintendent may: 
(J) Establish, for all or a portion ofa park area, a reasonable schedule of visiting hours, impose public 
use limits, or close all or a portion ofa park area to all public use or to a specific itse or activity. 

Kitesurfing, kiteboarding, hang gliding, and parasailing (board riding while attached to 
wind-driven parachute-like objects or wing devices and/or towed by a vessel or vehicle) are 
prohibited. The closure is in effect on all parlc waters. 

Kitesurfing/boarding, hang gliding, and parasailing within the National Recreation Area has been 
deemed an inappropriate activity given safety concems and resource conflicts that the park is 
mandated to prevent. The reservoir is a highly used public area with many recreational activities 
including swimming, fishing, camping, and boating. These activities have a long history of 
compatible use. Kitesurfing/boarding, and parasailing requires large open areas free of people, 
obstacles, and other activities. Accepted safety practices by kitesurfing/boarding and parasailing 
associations and groups advocate no kiteboard or parasailing use in swim areas and avoidance of 
obstacles, A kite or parasail being operated in the air has a reach of at least IOC and kite lines under 
tension can cut anything they touch like a razor. Hang gliding while attached to a vessel or vehicle is 
also prohibited due to the inherent safety risks associated with this activity and the dangers to others 
either in the towing vessel/vehicle or others nearby. A closure will ensure the safety of park visitors 
and avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities. This closure does not include 
sailboarding, where a sail is permanently affixed to the board. 

Bruce Malloy 
Chief Ranger 
Amistad National Recreation Area 
4121 Veterans Blvd. 
Del Rio, Texas 78840 
830-775-7492 ext. 213 

Randy Y Larson 

Randy Y Larson 

05/09/2006 12:39 PM 
CDT 

To: Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS 
cc; Bruce Malloy/AMIS/NPS@NPS, Dale Antonich/U\ME/NPS@NPS, 

Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS, Linda /\lick/CURE/NPS@NPS, 
Linden Schlenker/BICA/NPS@NPS, Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS 

Subject: Re: Kite TubingD 

/ f ^ 
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We have not experienced Kite Tubing but the rage on the coastlines of the country over the last several 
years is Kiteboarding (also called Kitesurfing). Kiteboarders use smallish like surfboards with footstraps 
tethered by a 30 meter kevlar line to a parachute. With strong winds kiteboarders use the parachute sail 
to achieve surface speeds of 30 MPH and in doing so can actually "take off' and get airborne for brief 
periods. 

Our primary concern was a myriad of visitor safety conflicts. At 20-30 MPH a kevlar line could actually 
sever a limb or neck of a sunbather. swimmer, windsurfer, etc. Further compounding our Issue is that 
PAIS is one of the top 5 windsurfing areas in the country. Windsurfing is embraced and managed by the 
park and fully compatible with our mission. However fhe hvo issues were not compatible together. 
Windsurfers generally sail perpendicular to the wind while kiteboarders travel parallel with the wind. What 
we were seeing was an "unguanded intersection" with the potential for a cross collision or "clothesline" at 
a combined speed of 35-50 MPH. A kevlar line across a body could be disastrous. 

We spent a lot of time debating the issue in the park and I met with h«o local outfitters in Corpus Christi 
who had the majority of the kiteboarding business. As I looked into accepted safety practices by 
kiteboarding associations and various kiteboarding group I found commonly accepted standards that 
advocated no kiteboard use in swim areas and avoidance of crowded beaches. In the end a closure was 
deemed necessary to ensure the safety of par\t, visitors and avoid conflict with other visitor use activities. 

We talked over the applfcability of 36 CFR 2.17 with the Solicitor, WASO, and others. We received mixed 
opinions on the applicability of 2.17, so in the end a compendium closure was crafted which prohibits 
Kiteboarding at PAIS. 

Surprisingly the closure has gone well. I think the safety issue was pretty obvious to everyone and it 
helped having many alternative sites outside the park for Kiteboarding. 

Hope this helps. 

Randy Larson 
Chief Ranger 
Padre Island National Seashore 
(361)949-8173x237 

Mike Mayer 

,.-- vs Mike Mayer To: Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS, Dale Antontch/LAM£/NPS@NPS, 
05/08/2006 11-51 AM ^'""'^ MalIoy/AMIS/NPS@NPS, Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS, 
MST '-^ " ' Randy YLarson/PAlS/NPS@NPS, Unda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, • 

Linden Schlenker/B1CA/NPS@NPS, Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS 
cc: 

Subject; Wte Tubing 

The next thing that will cause us trouble with injuries and deaths. Kite Tubing. Three weeks ago we had 
our first near fatality from this activity. If you havent seen this you need to go to the web site. 
www.sportstuff.com. Its made by WEGO Kite Tube and in my estimation they wont be in business long. 

Our guy was 75" behind the boal, traveling 28 mph, and about 10-12 feet off the water. The kite tube 
inverted and plunged or rammed the water surface. Seems innocent enough, but 30mph fonvard speed + 
accelerated downward plunge = unconscious tuber with three broken ribs and punctured lung. He was 
pulled from the water, unconscious and face down (est, 45 sec.) by his party and taken to shore where we 
air lifted him. We have a history of folks that died from cliff jumping from 20-30 feet and routinely die 
fronn 70+feet 

It won't be long until someone figures out that if we put a 400 foot rope on the kite tube then it can get 50 

/ S ^ ^ 

http://www.sportstuff.com
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feet in the air. 

I am just curious if any of you have experienced this yet? 

Mike Mayer 
Chief Ranger 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
office 928-608-6253 
cell 928-640-0429 
928-608-6259 FAX Office 

c^r / S ^ 
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-x-':'^iix.. Kevin Schneider 
'Si-:-fii^-Si 

To; Kitty Roberts/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Nancie E Ames/GLC/VNPS@NPS, 
vaf^^R-;-' Dfl/ns/^nnfi -i n-m AM ®"^3" Perkins/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Stan 
• ^ ^ »vi-r Bumian/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Pat Qulnn/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Hank 
^ 5 r Mb I cc: 

Subject arizona daily sun: Kite tubing injuries on Lake Powell a worry 

From the Arizona Daily Sun, Flagstaff 

Kite tubing injuries 
By CYNDY COLE 

Sun Staff Reporter 

06/08/2006 

on Lake Powell a worry 

A large, disc-like inflatable tube that lets water recreationists 'take flight' on Lake Powell is also 
leading to emergency room trips. 

One product retailer is saying the new toy towed behind boats at Lake Powell lets riders "fly 
through the air like a bird.,, reaching incredible new heights!" 

After four injuries this summer in which riders were also flown to the hospital, the National Park 
Service is waming that the kite-like device is causing broken bones and comparing the new sport 
to cliff jumping, which is prohibited. 

The toys are round, iriflatable discs about 10 feet in diameter that are pulled behind boats. The 
rider lies flat on top of them as the boat gets going, then sometimes soars into the air at 
45-degree angle, half-standing on them, shifting the body weight back away from the boat with a 
yank. There are footholds and handles. 

It's like riding on top ofa big, inflatable disc, 

"The slightest movement by the user to upset the balance will cause it to tumble into the water," 
recreation area spokesman Kevin Schneider said. 

Videos on Web sites that sell the Kite Tube for about $600 show one rider hanging half-on, 
half-off, legs dangling, 

hi other clips, riders appear to soar 10 or 20 feet above the water on the disc, which has a skull 
and crossbones logo on the underside. 

Four people have been flown out of Glen Canyon National Recreation Area with injuries after 
riding Kite Tubes, 

/A'7f 



6-ie-06; 4 : 39PM; G. L. C. A. DISPACH ;92a60863l5 # 13,' 31 

060614HCC3606 Exhibit H 

"This is the first time we've actually seen them in Glen Canyon National Recreation Area," 
Schneider said. 

Friday, a 29-year-old man from St. George was about 35 or 40 feet in the air, being pulled at 35 
or 40 miles per hour when he fell. His neck was broken. He was fhe third person in his group that 
day to be hurt, though the other injuries in his group were considered minor. 

On Saturday, a 14-year-old girl form Texas fell from the kite 10-15 feet and was knocked 
unconscious when she hit the water. 

"In some ways this is similar to cliff jumping, because you have a person falling into the water at 
a high distance and relatively high rate of speed," Schneider said. He added riders are not in 
control of how they hit the water. 

Cliff jumping was banned across Lake Powell last year. The Park Service has made posters — 
they can be found taped up in convenience stores near the lake ~ out of a video ofone man who 
jumped off a cliff and was never seen alive again. His friends were holding the video camera. 

The Park Service is allowing the new devices, but is reviewing accidents as they happen, 

A ban on Kite Tubes would be within the park's authority, Schneider said. 

Cyndy Cole can be reached at ccole(^azdailysun.com or at 913-8607. 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
928-608-6208 

/5FD 
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« World's largest kite flies in Tokyo 
321 kite-flyers held in a crackdown against metal-wire use » 

KiteTube!? 

Ads bv Gooooooale 

WBflo Kite Tiibg - In 
Stock 
Free Shipping and 
choice of Free Life 
Vest or Pump with 
each orderl 
www.BoatTube.com 

Overton's Water 
Sports 
Your one stop shop for 
all your Marine and 
Watersports needs! 
www.overtons.com 

Just reading the Toronto Kite FHers mailing list today and someone posted a 
link to a bizanre "kite" that is towed behmd a boat. It's called the WEGO KITE 
TUBE produced by SPORTSSTUFF. 

So the idea is basically you convince some fearless mdividual to climb on top of 
this inflated disk, tear down the lake at top speed and with some "control" the 
rider can launch the kite tube in the air and remain air borne. As long as you 
have enough speed, and you keep the right angle of attack you should be ok, 
(mildly insane but ok) 

Personally I don't think I would do it.,, there are a few spills in that video that 
look like they could have been a lot worse.., you can check out the video here: 
Kite Tube Video, 

mm^0iMt 

This entry was posted on Tuesday, February 2Sth, 2006 at 8:57 pm and is filed under General. You can follow any 
responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can leave a response, or trackback from your own site. 

60 Responses to "Kite Tube!?" 

1. i/Says: 
March 3rd. 2006 at 4:33 pm 

The wego kite tube by sportsstuff is definitely going to be an interesting ride, living in 
minnesota, I have not been able to get on this tube yet (it was released in January and our lakes 
are froze, obviously). But I sell this tube at MN Boat Shows, and as such, I have personally 
watched this video a few himdred times. 

The WEGO will be a very safe tube if used right, as you can see in the video that ifyou don't 
want to spill on the tube, you will not have to. The girl in the video stays at a constant 5-10 
feet off the water when she wants to. I personally can not wait to ride diis tube. We are 
currently thinking about taking this tube in the locks, where there is open water right now, 

http://www.steadywinds.coin/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

/f^/ 

http://www.BoatTube.com
http://www.overtons.com
http://www.steadywinds.coin/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/
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simply because I am so excited to ride it. And you will not have to go "top speed" the , 
maximum recommended speed to pull this tube is 14-28 m,p.h, depending on the wind speed 
on your lake. 

2. Stephanie Says: 
March 6th. 2006 at 8:22 am 

That looks like a blast! You get one and I'll try it ^ 

3. jack Says: 
March 7th. 2006 at 11:51 am 

we live on a small lake that we ski and tube we were wondering if the tube can be tumed in 
air since our lake is only about 112 mile long plz reply..,... j ack 

4. JONSays: 
March 9th. 2006 at 4:31 pm 

Hello Jack, 

Go ahead and get one man its crazy. Speaking from riding the Kite tube it is speechless. A 1/2 
mile lake should be ok on the tums all you have to do is slow down and bring die rider down 
to the water and then tum. This not like a regular tube where it is rider versus boat driver. You 
have to watch the tube so if he gets to high you can gradually slow down to let him down out 
of the afr. I have ridden mfrie like a regular deck tube and lower speeds and wind conditions 
and it performs awsome. Going on a whip the all sudden it catches a litte air then off to riding 
it like a deck tube again. My friends have gotten 3 o to 40 feet in the air on this thing. One 
friend only want to go 5 feet in the air so we watched him m the reer view mirrow of the boat 
to make sure he didn't get to high. In summary i would say to get man you can always go to a 
bigger lake to for long runs. But short lake it will work, I remember we practiced like 10 rides 
and we were able to do a gradual tum not hke a whip but gradual in the afr. Going against the 
wind is key when going with the wind you don't get as high but thats ok we just ride like a 
huge deck tube with occassional ups and dows of 1 foot or so. SO GET MAN AND TELL 
YOUR FRIENDS! Oh ya there is a instructional video and riding vidoe at there website. 
www.SPORTSSTUFF.COM 

HOPE THAT HELPS POST YOUR COMMENTS IF YOU GET ONE OR ANYMORE 
QUESTIONS! 

5. Chris Says: 
April 8th. 2006 at 9:43 am 

Just bought a new Malibu V-Drive, traded in my 2005 Supra inboard for a larger, faster, v-
drive with a tower. Can't wait to try this out!! Is it any more dijfFicult for the driver to control 
the boat with the tube in the afr? And have you ever tried hooking it up on the Tower to get 
more height? Let me know. 

Thanks! 

Chris 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

http://www.SPORTSSTUFF.COM
http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/
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6. marc Says: 
April 18th. 2006 at 3:16 pm 

Hey Chris 

I had the same idea about hooking it up to the tower, 3 out 5 guys landed in the ER that night, 
The afr we caught was unreal, Approx 40ft on a 65ft line. It was cool but insane all at the same 
time. If you do hook it thefr be prepared for a rough fall. Good Luck 

Marc 

7. Cecil Says: 
April 19th. 2006 at 4:55 pm 

Does anyone know what will happen if I hook it up to my pylon with a 100ft. barefoot Ime? I 
was thinking about mnning 40mph into a 20mph head vmid. How tight would that be? 

8. still recovering Says: 
April 20th. 2006 at 12:53 am 

Using a 100 foot line or tieing to the tower is just stupid, I did a nose dive at 10' and ended up 

in the er. If someone does that at 40' or 75' their dead, 

9. adog Says: 
April 23rd. 2006 at 3:05 am 

we used the 65 ft cord and to the tower on a ski nautique 210 afr and got AT LEAST 50 ft 
before he fell on his neck.,. .knocked him out but us Texas boys dont go to the ER till there are 
limbs hanging off,.. „ 

10. Steve Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 1:06 am 

All the videos i have seen have people on the wego kite tube that are about 1501bs, will this 
tube fly with lets say a 2001b fat boy,.,, loi 

11. DRaley Says: 
. April 26th. 2006 at 9:38 am 

I road one last weekend, I could NOT confrol the height or dipping from side to side (think 
real kite ) lfl had not had on a professionally ski jacket I would have been ER, I am wearing a 
6 inch wide bruise from the bottom of my jacket to my knee, 

12. areamike Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 10:16-pm 

I put a video on our Family website of us riding this Kite Tube for the first time this last 
weekend, 
(click on Kite tubing Video) 
http://www.fauxpas.org/modules/xoopsgallery/view_album.php?set_albumName=album44 

http://www,steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

i .y ' ) : . i . • / 

http://www.fauxpas.org/modules/xoopsgallery/view_album.php?set_albumName=album44
http://www,steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/
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The last wipeout in the video is insane,. .lise at your OWN risk is an unserstatement. This thing 
can be a great ride as long as you have a GOOD boat driver and STEADY headwinds. Do not 
use in Wind gusts! 

13. Cody Says: 
April 27th. 2006 at 2:44 am 

''̂ ^^^That looked like a nasty spill. How was he afterwards? 

For anybody interested in purchasing this tube, I would recommend checking out this one... 
http://www.sevyIor.com/towabIes.html 

I rode it last weekend and I was high flying just like on the video in about 15 minutes. 

14, bdog Says: 
April 28th. 2006 at 12:43 am 

A collapsed lung and a broken wrist are pretty serious—^BUT at least all of us were tough 
enough to stay conscious. 

15. Meagan Says: 
Mav 2nd. 2006 at 11:10 am 

I watched a friend of mine die when he fell off of the wego kite tube, it was the most awftil 
thing I will ever expierence. He broke his neck when he hit the water. Please, please don't use 
this mbe!! 

16, greg Says: 
. May 4th. 2006 at 9:39 pm 

Anyone riding this thing should check this out. 
http://Mww.kfdml.com/engine.pl?station=kfdm&id=14598&template~breakoutlocal,html 

17, Steadywiruls.com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube Claims Life Says: 
Mav 4th. 2006 at 11:17 pm 

[...] A link to this story was posted as a comment to an earlier post I made about the Kite 
Tube. Based on this story and a number ofthe comments to the last kite tube post it's not safe! 
Please don't take your life into your own hands with one ofthese. The constantly changing 
angle-of-attack, combined with weight shifts from the rider and the lack of drag make diis an 
extremely unpredictable "kite". [...] 

18. joe Says: 
May 9fh. 2006 at 9:40 am 

I canjt belive the comments that i'm reading about. 
i'm realy freaking out. 
my friend bought one and we flwe it this Sunday and he had a nasty spill whent the thing 
whent up and flipped over becuase ofthe wind that threw him off and he's def in one ear for 4 
weeks becuase he broke his eardrum when it smacked him down onto the water surface fter 
going 29 feet high © :( 
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we;re plaiming on doin it again> 
big tip: DON NOT USE IN HEAVY WINDS OR GUSTS, HAVE AN EXPERIENCED 
BOATDRIVER. 

19, Brian Says: 

May nth. 2006 at 11:08 pm 

Meagan, please email me at brianmazzola@gt.rr.com. Thank you. 

20, 5C07TSays: 
May 15th. 2006 at 2:22 pm 
I bought 1 last week we have come close to getting it flying how fast are you going to get it to 
fly 

21, w7/Says: 

May 15th. 2006 at 7:32 pm 

Does anyone know which kite mbe is steadier the Manta or the WEGO KITE TUBE? 

22, Chris... Says: 
May 16th. 2006 at 3:39 pm 
I bought one ofthese last week and I have ridden it approx. 7-8 times now and getting pretty 
good with it, Yesterday I flew about 20' or so probobly 5-6 different times vrith good control, 
it was really steady going up and coming down, when I was first using it, it come down 
sideways a few times but I just held on and it corrected itself Now on the other hand, a friend 
of mine was on it yesterday also and a gust ofwind caught him and he quickly soared to about 
30' and got out of balance and flipped it and fell 30' at 30mph and he thought he broke his arm, 
although he didn't and he is alright I honestly love this thing and think its a blast but after 
yesterday I dop't think I'm going to let my friends get on it unless they sign a release form or 
something and I will probobly only let like me and my brothers on it anymore. It can be 
dangerous but everything that really gets your adrenaline pumping is a little dangerous, I 
suggest just doing like the manual and video says and starting with the 45' rope for 12 times 
then the 55' rope for 24 times until you get used to it then the 65'.Good luck and stay 
balanced. 

23, Steve Says: 

May 17th. 2006 at 7:55 am ' 

scott, 

i have had mine for 2 weeks, flying it great! we were only doing about 27mph or 30. into a 10 
to 15 wind 
what is your email and i will send you some pics, 

24, Steve Says: 
May 17th. 2006 at 7:58 am 

correction on the speed only going 20 to 25mph 
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25. SCOTT Says: 
May 17th. 2006 at 2:22 pm 

We have tried 25-35 mph we can but the winds were no more that about lOmh my e-mail is 
maxie5612@.yahoo.com pics would be appreciated. 

26, C^wSays: 
May 19th. 2006 at 10:27 am 

My friend purchased the wego and we took it out, it was really fun at first, but then I was 
riding it and for no reason it took off about 40-50 feet in the afr and went out of control and 
slammed me down hard onto the water. Now I am an avid wakeboarder, tube rider, thrill 
seeker, but this thing is going to kill someone! I recentely read that it did actually kill some 
one. Well we decided to try it again the next day and my friend was on h and it did the same 
thing to him went about 30 feet up then took a hard nose dive right to the water it wrapped him 
up in the tube and slammed him so hard it tore his ael in his knee and broke 2 ribs. This tube is 
a great idea but they need to redesign it. They had better watch out or as sue happy as this 
world is there will be a major lawsuit against them. 

27, SreveSays: 
May 21 St. 2006 at 9:12 pm 

Chris, 
we have been getting some serious afr on the tube also. One of my buddies stayed up for 35 
seconds( our longest ride ofthe day), he was @ lOtolS feet on this ride, i can relate to the nose 
dive, were you guys in cross vvinds or calm day? 

28. Taylor Says: 
May 21 st. 2006 at 10:20 pm 

I just bought one ofthese today and I will say it is alot of fiin, but this thing can get out of 
confrol. As a former member ofthe Coast Guard I guess I should know better but I was pulling 
my fiiend and decided to push the envelope and I sent him into orbit, probably about 40'. My 
natural reaction was to pull back on the throttle, well that was the wrong thing to do becuse he 
came barreling down into the water and messed his knee up bad. Anyway we are going to keep 
usmg it, but we are going to be alot more carefiil. 

29. Toy/or Says: 
May 22nd. 2006 at 3:55 pm 

Quick note I have ultimatly decided to sell this thing, I don't want to be responsible for killing 
a fiiend. I now think this thing is much to dangerous. I saw somewhere earlier that there are 
some guys from Texas, Just to let you know that a buddy of mine is a game warden here in 
Texas and this thing will be ILLEGAL to use buy the end ofthis summer, he assures me. So I 
guess ifyou are in Texas 1 would start thinking about selling as soon as you can because you 
won't be able to sell them after that. 

30, FTC924 Says: 
May 23rd. 2006 at 12:54 pm 

My friends and I had this monster out yesterday here in Illinois. We are all over 200 lbs and in 
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good shape and thought this thing would be easy. We hooked it to the back of our wave-runner 
and began at 45'. We were able to hop across the water but the mbe was definitely unsteady 
and would throw us off vwthout notice like we were rag dolls. Towards the end of our first run 
we were able to get the tube to aroimd 5 foot above the water for a few seconds at a time. The 
last run at 45' (̂ before we were going to extend the rope to 55') I was at 5-8 foot above the 
vrater and the tube decided it was done and tumed over and face-planted me into the water, 1 
thought my jaw was broke, 

Smce my jaw was not broke, we went to 55' and began to get this thing to 10 feet. However, 
not matter what we did, if we hit a gust of wind or a cross wind, fhe tube would twist and tum 
and thow us off All this time we were keeping the MPH's around 30-35 because we wanted to 
leam first. Then one my friends signaled to go faster so we upped the speed to 40 MPH and up 
he went tp approx 15 feet. He seemed to have major problems keeping the tube steady at that 
height and speed and right before (and I mean right before) the tube decided to turn over and 
nose dive to the water, he jumped off and landed on his feet. We all think we was lucky. 

We finally decided to try the 65' foot length and 1 am man enough to say that we were not 
ready (or "I" was not ready), I was the first to try it and wanted to increase the speed to 40-45, 
During my run, I was easily flying 10-15 feet in the air and it seemed to me that I was getting 
the hang of it. But then I caught a huge gust ofwind that took me to 30 feet in the afr instantly 
and then, even faster, it tumed to the left and then whipped to the right and threw me off into 
the water and I landed right on my back. It knocked the @^%l$@ out of me and I could hardly 
breathe for a good 5-7 minutes. I thought my neck and back were shattered, I have not gone to 
the doctor yet but I have eaten two bottles of aspirin since yesterday. It does disturb me that I 
landed exactly how that 33 year old guy landed m Texas that was killed, AND HE WAS 
ONLY AT 15 FEET. I was double that. 

Anyways, we do many extreme sports but are always in control and we can always push the 
sport to our abilities. One thing I know for sure, you cannot see the vrind nor can you control it 
and while on the Wego Kite Tube it is hard to control it as well. One thing I notice in the 
matiual you get with the tube, it states that the weight limit ofthe tube is 2001bs but it seems to 
me that the hghter the person is, the more uncontrollable the tube will be since it is 10 feet 
wide. I thought the weight limit was 200 lbs because the tube would not get off tbe water at 
weights above 200. WRONG!!!! In fact, at the end ofthe day yesterday we decided to put two 
guys on the tube and ride it like a conventional tube whipping them in figure-8's and smff like 
that. This is 425 lbs on this monster and as I whipped them around the first cfrcle, they GOT 
AIR and were 2-3 feet over the water!!!!! 

I am calling Sportsstuff today for answers to my questions and vrill advise as to what they say. 

Does anyone have experience on the Mantra flying mbe? It is easier to control when flying? I 
have watched the video and it does seem easier but then again it was being ridden by a 
professional. Someone please advise. 

31, Cocfv Says: , 
May 24th. 2006 at 9:48 am 

The Manta is much safer than the WEGO, it has rope handles that you hold onto so that you 
can suck the wings in to steady it out, and fly for a few minutes at at time. I knew the WEGO 
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was gonna be bad news from the beginning. Now I won't even be able to do my favorite thing 
come to the end of the summer. 

32. JJSays: 
May 25th. 2006 at 3:27 pm 

We just got our Wego and it is AWESOME! I was a bit nervous the 1 st time out, but now I 
can't get enough. Ifyou and the boat driver/spotter take the time to watch the instructional 
DVD, read the manual and acmally use as dfrected it's a great ride! It takes getting use to and I 
recommend starting with the shortest ofthe ropes until you get comfortable with it, but we 
have had no problems towing at around 25-27 MPH. I can see how it would be dangerous if 
not used properly, but you can say that about anytiiing. Common sense-it says right on the 
mbe, only kite as high as your willing to fall, I give it two thumbs up!!! 

33. Shellie Says: 
May 26th.2006at II:21 pm 

Wrap me in bubble wrap and give me a helmet, I'll try it! 

34. Michael Laninga Says: 
May 27th. 2006 at 11:44 am 

My son (18 years old) had a nasty crash on a Wego Kite Tube May 25th. He suffered a broken 
back and three broken bones in his left foot. He will be in a back brace for 6 - 8 weeks and 
require surgury on his foot. He missed his High School graduation and all night party too. 
Worse he has lost his summer employment at a youth camp. This is a very dangerous toy. 

35. James Says; 
May 28th. 2006 at 11:00 am 

Hi, i am thinking about getting a wego, but am wondering if our boat can handle it, its a 79 
doral 6cyl mercruzer 165h, can someone tell me if this is sufficiant, to pull this crazy thing, 
thanks James. 

36. lil ripper Says: 
May 29th. 2006 at 10:54 am 

my name is hi ripper and i just got back from the hospital last night from crashing down off 
the kite tube we had it hooked up to the tower in out boat not a good idea..i dont really rember 
what happened b/c i suffered from amniesa but i was told i feell from 20 feet in the air and 
became imcounsious i recomend not getting one!!!!! 

37. Chris Says: 
May 30th. 2006 at 11:28 am 

I wrote earlier and told ya'll about my buddy that fell from about 30' well he's getting better 
with a littie shoulder pain still but will be ok, I had this thing out again this weekend and I 
have to say that I personally am getting pretty good with it, I can fly it about 15'-20' very 
smoothly and bring it back down no problem, I do have to say though that I ride motorcycles 
alot and do have pretty good balance, which I believe is the key to the kite mbe. I am still the 
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only persott that has been on my kite tube who has not flipped off at some point, I love it and 
can't get enough. If the wind isn't blowing very much I'll get my wife to drop the throttle all 
the way down to about 40mph so that I can get more air but if the wind is blowing pretty good 
or it is gusting then 25 works really well, I can get 15' with the 45' or the 65' rope easily. But I 
can see were a cross wind could throw you off course and put it out of control ifyou didn't 
expect it, so I suggest staying balanced and expect the worst and hope for the best when flying 
high but I have had no problems at aU, Oh and 165HP should pull it fine, I have a 19'Chaparral 
vrith 190HP and it has no problems at all pulling it. Just be carefiil using the kite tube and 
follow ALL of the instructions or ride at your own risk. 

38, Derek Says: 
May 30th. 2006 at 2:41 pm 

Ive taken hard/high(30') falls and next time im wearing a protec helmet and neck brace,,. 
maybe even a mouth piece, just dont use it in high winds,cross winds, use alot of afr in the tube 
and alot of balance when your up there, also pull into the vrind as straight on as you can 

39, James Says: 

Mav 31st. 2006 at 12:35 am 

hi,thanks chris ,i will ride carefully, cheers James 

40, jason Says: 
May 31st 2006 at 8:52 am 

Had my first experience this past Memorial day, Chris is dead on with the wind simation. It 
was pretty windy that day. The kite goes up very well, but ifyou have some wind gusts, no 
amount of balance is going to help you. It is like trying to fly an airplane with one wing, it 
started the side to side shaking very violently and I came off of it at about 25'. Needless to say, 
the water feels like concrete when you hit it at that height and moving at about 35mph, On a 
good Hgt wind day, you should be able to fly it wifh some nifty balancing. Even though it hurt 
when I fell, i will get back on it again. A glutton for punishment i quess!! 

41, Steve Says: 
May 31st. 2006 at 5:41 pm 

0,K, guys here is our story,,. memorial day weekend, fiiend of ours was riding the kite tube 
on the 65 ft line, was flying great! at (^15 to 20' all of a sudden he went to 40' in a split 
second, he had excellent control ofthis thing, he got a bit nervous and couldnt figure how to 
get it down lower, we backed of throttle a bit and tube went sideways and threw him off 
unfortunally he suffered a compressed vertabrae. i have posted here before and wanted to see if 
you guys could control the up and down on this thing, the fall he took was not really from the 
40ft because he was comming back down when we throttied back, the side ofthe tube acmally 
hit the water first and then slung him off. we have been very carefull when flying this thing, 
we all will still ride, i really beheve this is the most extreme water sport out tiiere, 

42, Steve Says: 
May 31st 2006 at 5:45 pm 
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Hey chris send me some pics!!!! stevewbarco@,aol.com 

43. Steve Says: 
May 31 st 2006 at 5:54 pm 

FTC, 

let me know when you talk to sportsstuff im interested in what they have to say 
thanks 

44. Chris Says: 
June 1st 2006 at 4:13 pm 

Steve, 
Not saying it was the boat drivers fault in this case but I've been thinking about this same 
situation and this is what I have come up with. If he was flying it great at 20' then the only 
thing that shot him up further was a gust ofwind unless someone was playing around too 
much and dropped the throttle to send him up higher. I think if the driver would have remained 
steady on the throttle that just as soon as that gust ofwind settled down then he would have 
come down as well. I have experienced this and just remained balanced and it would come 
back down after a few seconds or so. But another thing I've been thinking about is this,.,if 
someone is 40' in the air on a 65' rope then that only leaves about 50' horizontel distance from 

the kite mbe to the boat and at 30mph you cover approx, 44' per second so if the boat driver 
panics and drops the throttie all the way down and the boat stops it wouldn't take much for the 
kite tube to drift over the boat and drop the rider into the boat, which could mean serious 
injury or death. If my math is offl am sorry but this COULD 1 believe happen, someone please 
correct me if I am wrong. But like in your case you said the kite mbe was already decending 
then you backed off the throttle, so in a sense you backing off the throttle caused the kite mbe 
to lose any lift from underneath that it might have had to bring it down smoothly which caused 
it to flip sideways and down into the water, I really hope your friend gets better and I have sent 
you a few pics but I still have to get some better ones. 

45. Chris Says: 
June 1st 2006 at 4:22 pm 

Ohh I forgot to tell you guys that I rode the kite mbe backwards this past weekend for a few 
seconds, I just sit down and grabbed the handles and it went up maybe 4' off the water,, .felt 
kinda wierd and I didn't have much control and didn't want to break my record of no falls so I 
turned back around but my brothers were tripping out. It was a nice view though.. .you could 
actually see very well just how high you really was. 

46. peter pond Says: 
June 2nd. 2006 at 8:33 am 

used the kite tube for 1st time last weekend,everything was great til i shot to 30' instantly,the 
mbe started getting very unstable up there,so i bailed,hit the water so hard it ripped my shorts 
in two,rested on the beach for 20 minutes,tried agian,same thing ,back up to 30',came crashing 
down,i don't think my body can handle a 3rd violent impact,and everyone else is to scared to 
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use the mbe because they might get shot to 30'+, so my question is if we go shorter than 45' on 
the tow line,to say 25' will this eliminate the threat of going to high,but still allow for some lift 
off the water,and being a safe distance from the prop????? 

47, Chris Says: 
June 2nd. 2006 at 11:35 am 

Man just my opinion, 25' might be a httle too short, it might be difficult starting off with the 
washout from the inside of the wake being so close, I would think it would try and submarine 
really bad, I would try 35' or even 40' first, but ifyou called sportsstuff they might have a 
better answer for you from the safety end, I don't think the prop would be an issue though. 
Something to keep in mind for next time, I know you can't see the wind or anything but ifyou 
shoot up to 30' really quick then it may be gusting too bad to fly it for that day, I think the 
DVD that comes with it says something about it 

48, HeyTone Says: 
June 3rd. 2006 at 1:08 am 

My brother recently went to 65' rope, and he got it on video. His fiiends are absolutely nuts 
and some of the wipe outs are downright violent There's two videos at the following link if 
you want to check it out 

Hey Tone,com movies 

49, Duane H. Says: 
June 6th. 2006 at 3:33 pm 

We saw this video at Bass Pro Shops and went out and bought it. We started out at 65 feet of 
rope at approx. 35 MPH. My friend Kevin was doing great for the first 5 minutes and we were 
amazed at the hieght we were gettmg. The next thing we knew he shot up high in the air and 
was slammed down on his right side at ftill speed. He was knocked unconcious and had to be 
pulled from the water with rescue breaths given to revive him. We took it back the next day, 

50, MarkSays: 
June.7th. 2006 at 8:28 am 

I wish we had the problem of getting to high on the Wego Kite Tube. We cannot get the mbe 
off the water. The area just below the recessed foot holds is always touching the water. The 
first weekend the tube was under inflated, because we had no foot pump, that explained that. 
The second weekend we had it fiilly inflated, 150-160 pound rider, 10 mile hour head wind, 
and still could not get the mbe into the air. The riders have all watched the video. We used 
both the 65' and 55' foot lengths and have tried speeds up to 30 miles on hour. We have 23' -
250 horse I/O - deck boat, with the tow rope attachment about 2/3 ofthe way up the transom. 
Any suggestions would be greatiy apprecaited. Thanks 

51, Steve Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:44 am 
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Mark, 

Keep riding, it will take a few tries to get accustomed to. you should let the tube do all the 
work, we struggled with this, we were trying to really yaivk on the handle to make it fly. that is 
the wrong thing to do. just graddually pull back and the wind should do the rest, make sure the 
mbe is properly inflated very important!!!! be patient, this thing vrill soar, i have posted here 
before., and PLEASE BE CAREFUL!!!!!!! 
we usually run anywhere between 28 to 32mph depending on the wind, there should be no 
problem getting a 150 tO 1601b guy or girl up. send me you email i Avill send you some pics 

52. Michael Says: 
June7th.2006at II:09pm 

We tried this last weekend. It was a blast Started with the rope at 65 feet behind a Seadoo. 
Had a little trouble with control at first but once we figured out to go dfrectly into the wind it 
was fme. If you get out of control just sit down and the tube will go back down to the water. 
Even my almost 50 year old mom had a blast. 

53, Calestie Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:19pm 

Our family bought the wego kite tube. We all sat down together and watched the instructional 
video twice!! We are all experienced baoters and have been boatmg for years. My husband 
crashed hard on the mbe. He was coughing up blood and had to be lifeflighted to closest 
hospital. Has broken ribs, bruised, and abdominal problems. This tube is NOT SAFE!!!!! We 
followed instmctions exactiy. It is totally unpredictable. DO NOT BUY IT!!!!! 

54. RodSays: 
June 8th. 2006 at 4:06 pm 

We bought a Wego Kite Tube, tried it for a couple weekends, and retumed it this week. It can 
be very dangerous! Please be sure it is properly infiated, do not use in unsteady winds, and the 
boat driver should never let the tube get more than 5 feet off the water. The kite can easily soar 
to 25-30 feet, and dump you off hard. We are experienced boaters and tubers, and think this 
mbe will eventually do the same thing to anyone who uses it. It can be a lot of fun, tiU 
someone gets hurt. The last time we used the tube, the rider hit the water and was 
unconscience for about 10 seconds. We experienced a moderate concussion, bruised ribs, 
coughing up blood, and severe headaches in the short time we used it Definately not worth the 
risks!! 

55, DavidSays: 
June 9th. 2006 at 11:24 am 

I just found this site while looking for information about the Wego Kite Tube after a 17 year-
old in Winter Haven, Florida sustained a life-threatening injury while using this product. The 
young man is an experienced wake-boarder who was preparing for the professional circuit (the 
boat driver was also experienced). This young man sustained a 30-40 foot fall when a sudden 
gust ofwind lifted the mbe from 10 feet to that height and then flipped him over. He sustained 
a dissection of the aorta and has survived only because of prompt emergency care and 6-hour 
surgery in Tampa. 
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This product may provide "thrills," but so does Russian roulette, which is what you are playmg 
every time you take a ride on this kite tube. This young man was not an inexperienced "hot 
dog''; he was athletic and experienced. This product should be taken off the market!!! 
WarJiings on the tube or on "instructional videos" are not a defense for the continued sale of 
this product. 

For those of you considering purchase and/or use ofthis kite mbe, PLEASE review the many 
internet postings available, Ifyou still decide to use it make sure you have major medical 
coverage and fimeral arrangements, 

56. Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » More Kite Tube Problems... Says: 
June 9th. 2006 at 12:06 pm 

[...] Kite Tube! ? WOWT | Kite Tubing Writes [.,.] 

57. Troy Says: 
June 1 Oth. 2006 at 2:46 am 

I have been a boater for many years, my family and I love to tube. 
When I first saw the Wego Kite Tube (overtons ! believe) I had to have one. After 1 trip to the 
lake and some forum searching, I am putting my mbe on ebay. This mbe has the potential of 
htirting many people, and the one ultimately responsible will be the boat driver. This mbe will 
go from skimming the top ofthe water to 20 feet in a blink of an eye. Now this wouldnt be so 
bad at 15 or so mph, I had a 190 pounder at over 40 mph before the tube would lift hi a low 
wind situation. Falling off at 40 mph would not be fim. 
I encourage anyone to watch the videos posted on this site before purchasing a kite mbe. Look 
at how violent the crashes are. Think of the liability involved if someone gets injured behind 
your boat, or worse. Friends are friends until they are layed up, unable to work, bills are piling 
up lawsuit to follow. 

58. Cader Says: 
June 12th. 2006 at 12:31 pm 

I got on one this weekend and I have to say this is sweet! 
My brother-in-law took about a 10' spill on his head and got a headache but he has has much 
worse on his air chair. Granted we were out on a pretty windy day and we shouldn't have been 
on the first time out, 

I keep reading about people getting hurt on this but a lot of them are starting out with the 65' 
length rope and / or putting it on a ski tower, BOTH of which the mstmctions say NOT to 
do!!! 

There is a post about a 100' rope on a tower: 
still recovering Says: 
April 20th, 2006 at 12:53 am 

, Using a 100 foot line or tieing to the tower is just stupid. I did a nose dive at 10' and ended up 
in the er. If someone does that at 40' or 75' thefr dead. 

Not to sound callus but what do you expect? When you don't foUow dfrections you get hurt -

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-mbe/ 6/14/2006 
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no matter the product. 

59. John Stabler Savs: 
June 13th. 2006 at 5:19 pm 

I'm all for safe water sports. You should stick within your Hmits. You need a driver and 
spotter who know what they're doing. With practice you will control the Wego and not the 
other way round. But you need to take it slowly and identify unsuitable conditions. Wear 
appropriate safety gear and ifyou drive/own the boat you should be insured. 
Personally I like the Wego and it can be alot of fim when used properly. Sure, I've fallen off a 
few times (sometimes spectacularly) but never from a height to cause major damage. You 
should not be flying it at more than 15', The thfrig says on it "Don't fly higher than you're 
willing to fall". If it's going too high for you then there is something wrong and you shouldn't 
be using it 

Dopes on Ropes - Water Siding and Kite Tubing 

60. admin Says: 
June 13th. 2006 at 8:20 pm 

John, 

From a kite point of view it is not stable, so I am not sure how it can be used safely at all. A 
flat kite needs drag to fly and keep it pointed into the wind. On a flat kite this usually done 
using some sort of tail or drogue shoot. What I see in the videos etc is the kite starts to cobra, 
this is when the kite starts to oscilate back and forth and sort of looks like a snake dancing. 
This is where you get into trouble,.. if it sways too much one side of the kite will catch a little 
more wind and keep going and dump the rider and the kite will crash, usually in a nose dive. 

justmy 2 cents.. 

-Bill 

Leave a Reply 

Name (required) 

Mail (will not be published) (required) 

Website 
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"Ray Tsuneyostii" To: <KBergersen@azgfd.gov>, <anelson@npgcablB.com>, 
<RTSUNEYOSH(@dbw. <mfchaeLmcginnis@nps.gov>, <firstaid@c)tlink.net>, 
ca.gov> <doug,schuster@co.motiave,a2.us>, <awirt2@fs.fed.us>, 

cc; <EHuntsman@azgfd.gov>, <fmessman@ndow.org>, 
06/12/2006 11:02 AM <CWall@a2gfd.gov^, <JSacco@a2gfd,gov> 
MST Subject: Re: Kite Tubes 

What is kind of weird coincidence is that I was just in flight fr om Tennessee to Sacramento, reading the "Sky Mall 
" magazine. The ad for the "Sky Kite " pops up just as th pilot announces that we are flying over Lake Powell. Just 
from the photo's it looks like there is a potential for instability and no protection for the occupant. 
RayT 

Original Message 
From: Kevin Bergersen <KBergersen@azgfd.gov> 
To: aneIson@npgcable.com <aneIson@npgcable,com>; michael_mcginnis@nps,gov 
<michaeI_mcginnis@nps.gov>; firstaid@citlink.net <firstaid@citlink.ne1>; doug,schuster@co.mohave,a2.ijs 
<doug.sciiuster@co,mohave.az.us>; awirtz@fs.fed.us <awirtz@fs.fed.u3>; D_Toporek@MCSO.maricopa.gov 
<D_Toporek@MCSO.maricopa.gov>; mary_hinson@nps.gov <mary_hinson@nps.gov>; 
darren.siiTimons@co.yuma.az.us<darren.simmons@co.yuma,a2,us>; jcooley@fs,fed.us<jcooley@fs.fed,us>; 
gpeaslee@pr.state.az.us <gpeaslee@pr.state.a2.us>; dale_enlow@fws.gov <dale_enlow@fws.gov>; 
rmchael_dodson@blm.gov <michaei_dodson@blm.gov>; jim_hoiland@nps.gov <jim_hol!and@nps.gov>; 
IrvineG@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us<lrvineG@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us>; azfoot@yahoo.com 
<azfoot@yahoo.com>; rknotts@pr,state.az.us <rkn0tts@pr.state.a2.us>; atafoya@cybertrails.coni 
<atafoya@cybertrails.com>; tlister@fs.fed.us <tlister@fs.fed.us>; Mark_Law@nps.gov <Mark_Law@nps.gov>; 
stevejuckesen@nps.gov <steve_luckesen@nps.gov>; revans@pr.state.az.iis<revans@pr.state.az.us>; 
tim,sonier@co,mohave.az.us<tira.sonier@co.mohave.az.us>; Chris_Pergiel@nps,gov<Chris_Pergiel@nps.gov>; 
randy.johnson@co.mohave.a2.us <randy.johnson@co.mohave.a2;.us>; bpendley@pr.state.az.us 
<bpendley@pr.state.az.us>; Rick_Bennett@nps.gov <Rick_Bennett@nps.gov>; ron.voss@co.yiima.az.iis 
<ron.voss@co.yuma.a2,us>; Kerry_Haut@nps.gov <Kerry_Haut@nps.gov>; dirk_murphy@nps.gov 
<dirk_murphy@nps.gov>; mark_pita@nps.gov <mark_pita@nps.gov>; cdigerolanio@bullheadschools.com 
<cdigerolanio@bullheadschools,com>; randd@redrivernet.com <randd@redrivemet.com>; 
PNewman@dl I.uscg.mil <PNewman@dl l.uscg.mil>; SlomaR@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us 
<SlomaR@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us>; bmaddox@sbcsd.org <bmaddox@sbcsd.org>; cbr0oks@pr.state.a2.us 
<cbrooks@pr.state.az.us>; baxlund@coconino.a2,gov<baxlund@coconino.az,gov> 

CC: Ray Tsuneyoshi; Ed Huntsman <EHuntsman@azgfd.gov>; Fred Messman <fmessman^dow,org>; Cindy 
Wall <CWall@azgfd.gov>; Joe Sacco <JSacco@azgfd.gov> 
Sent: Mon Jun 12 08:49:44 2006 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

FYI - There's a new water "toy" out there and many of have already had to pick up the pieces, so a few of you 
already know that we've already input one Arizona boat accident report on these "tube kites" unfortunatley I 
expect more; 

Kevin 

Original Message 
From: Robert Baron fniailto:erfpmdI@,cox.net] 
Sent: Fri 6/9/2006 10:47 PM 
To: Kevin Bergersen; Howard Munding 
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

J wonder ifyou have seen any injuries from this device on Phoenix area lakes? Watch out for them. They can 

/s-w 
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Boating Message Board and 
Forunn 

Jay Schneider 
Warrant Officer 
Member # 2167 

Elfi S ^ C^ «» 

Given the recent online discussions about the dangers 
of using flying tubes like the Wego Kite Tube on this 
and other forums, we at Sportsstuff would like to 
reiterate the importance of its proper usage. 

There are inherent risks with any water sport, these 
risks are significantly reduced when the item is 
properly used under the recommended guidelines. 

The Wego kite tube is an extremely popular item and 
is unlike any other watersport activity. This means that 
the boat driver, spotter, and rider are all beginners. 
Take it easy, learn in light steady wind, start slow. Do 
not over-estimate your ability. Kiting takes a practiced 
level of skill. 

No other towable inflatable on the market has such an 
extensive system of warnings and instruction - starting 
with the packaging, the user's manual, the included 
instructional DVD, the three segment tow rope that is 
specifically designed to allow a progression of rope 
length and height relative to user experience, and 
many warning patches printed on the surface of the 
tube reiterating the proper usage guidelines. In 
addition, the slogans and markings on the item itself 
are there specifically to remind the rider of the possible 
dangers involved in the misuse of this item. To lessen 
your risk of serious injury or death, follow the rules. 

The guideline manuals and instructional video that are 
packaged with the item are available directly from our 
website at: http://www,sportsstuff.com 

Along with the impressive sales numbers and 
numerous accolades received on this item, the Wego 
Kite Tube was also awarded the prestigious Sporting 
Goods Manufacturers Association - Sports Product of 
the Year award for 2006. 

SportsStuff follows the guidelines set forth by the 
Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA), is an active 
member of the safety board, and takes the safety and 
wellbeing of our customers very seriously. 

So please follow the guidelines, use common sensie, 
practice safe boating, and have fun! 

If you are interested in learning more about the Kite 
Tube, please visit http://www,sportsstuff.com or call 
888^814-8833 and let our friendly customer service 
staff answer your questions 

/ S l ^ 
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http://www,sportsstuff.com
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Photo #1: Product as seen on manufacturer's website 
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Contact List: 

DaveKrida—(victun's brother-in-law) 
(801) 548-6309—P 
David 3527@comcast.net 
Date of Contact: June 16,2006 

Rebecca Hansen—(victim's wife) 
2541 East 2860 South Circle 
St, George, UT 84790-4743 
(435) 669-04169—P 
Date of Contact: June 20,2006 

Brian Kasteler—(consumer) 
6781 Rossbem Cove 
SahLake City, UT 84121 
(801) 209-9633—P 
(801) 733-9565—F 
Date of Contact: June 22, 2006 

Mark Law, Law Enforcement Specialist 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
P.O. Box 1507 
Page, AZ 86040 
(928) 608-6252—P 
(928) 608-6259—F 
Date of Contact: June 16,2006 

Sportssmff, Inc. (product manufacmrer—Wego) 
1-888-814-8833—P 
wwov. sportssmff com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 (contact was made by CPSC, not respondent) 

Diversified Marine Products (product distributor) 
1-800-777-0141—P 
www.dmpmarine.com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 (contact was made by CPSC, not respondent) 

Vina Ramus, Parts and Accessories Manager 
Marine Max (product retailer—Wego) 
1363 Embarcadero 
Oakland, CA 94606 
(510) 535-6161—P 
(510) 535-1787—F 
www.marinemax.com 
Date of Contact: June 16,2006 (contact was made by CPSC, not respondent) 

J > IGS^ 
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Larry Meddock, Executive Director 
Water Sports Industry Association 
P.O. Box 568512 
Orlando, FL 32856-8512 
(407) 251-9039—W 
(407) 620-7992—C 
wsiaheadquarters@earthlink.net 
Date of Contact: June 29,2006 

J(Al 
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I.Task Nunnber 
060614HCC36O6 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 02 

2. Investigator's ID 

1947 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 14 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6, Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 29 year-old male sustained a C-2 vertebrae fracture in his neck when he fell into the water tiead first after riding his 
tube kite. A sudden gust of wind caused tilm to lose control of the tube kite while elevated approximately 20 feet above 
water. The speed of the boat was approximately 35-40 mph, but did not unexpectedly change speeds. 

7, Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

IOA. First Product 
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

8, City 

BULLFROG 

IOB, Trade/Brand Name 
WEGO KITE TUBE 

9, State 

UT 

IOC. Model Number 
53-5000 

IOD, Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E. Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 

11 A, Second Product 

0 

11B, Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

l i e . Model Number 

NONE 

11D, Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
29 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

89 - NECK 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

17. Respondent 

2 - Eyewitness 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

14. Disposition 
4 - Hospitalized 

18. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

21. Case Source 
01 - Fire or Police Dept. 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
57 - Fracture 

19. TimeSpent 
(Operational / Travel) 

2 9 / 4 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23, Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes # No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
07/06/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
9021 

27. Distribution 
Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

28, Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

28. Source Document Number 
X0660350A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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The following information was obtained through a telephone interview with the victim's 
wife who observed the incident and with the consumer/boat operator. The victim could 
not be interviewed due to his current medical condition (halo brace). Additional 
information was obtained through official reports. The investigation was generated by a 
report submitted by local officials. The involved product is a circular mbe kite. There 
were a total of three separate, but related incidents involving the same product during the 
two-day period, though only one incident resulted in medical treatment. 

The primary victim (hereafter, "victim") is a 29 year-old male, who weighs 
approximately 190lbs and stands approximately 6'2. The victim has between 15-20 years 
of experience with similar products and activities, which includes wakeboarding and 
water skiing. The victim did not incur any injuries while participating in previous water-
related activities. The victim had no prior experience with the product. The victim did not 
read any product-related documentation (e.g., ovraer's manual) and did not watch the 
instmctional video that was provided to the consumer. 

The victim's friend (hereafter, "consumer" or "boat operator"), who is 36 years old, was 
the owner ofthe product and the boat operator at the time ofthe incident. The product 
was newly purchased in late May 2006 through an online purchase with a major retailer. 
The consumer reported that the product has been difficult to locate in retail stores as the 
products have reportedly been seUing quickly. Therefore, the consumer received no prior 
personal instmction from any sales staff on how to operate the product. The consumer 
recalls that the product included the mbe kite, a three-segmented tow rope (i.e., can be 
used at the adjustable lengths of 45, 55, and 65 feet), and an instmctional video (DVD). 
The consumer reported that his 32 year-old wife (hereafter, "wife"), 10 year-old son 
(hereafter, "son"), and he watched the instructional video before using the product. The 
consumer did not read the owner's manual and does not recall if an owner's manual was 
provided. The consumer did observe numerous waming and caution labels on the 
product. 

Within a day or two after purchasing the product, the consumer began using the product 
on a four-day trip. It is unknown who inflated the product, or how much the product was 
inflated (i.e., PSI). There were a total of seven people on the trip/boat, which included 
five adults and two children. The boat that was used during each incident was a 21-foot, 
280 horsepower, inboard mnabout, and was operated solely by the consumer, who 
reported having significant boating experience. The victim reported that no alcohol was 
consumed by any ofthe participants at any time. 

Prior to the victim sustaining his injuries, both the wife and son individually rode the 
product a total of three times each, and both were thrown off once while riding the 
product. All individuals were sole riders during their respective rides. The son's ride 
lasted a total of a few minutes, though it is unknown how long the wife was on the 
product before being thrown off Various boat passengers acted as "spotters" and no one 
person was specifically designated. The length ofthe tow rope used during the wife and 
son's rides is unknown. The wife weighs approximately 1151bs and stands 5'4 while the 
son weighs approximately 751bs and stands 4'5. It is unknown what the wife and son 
were wearing during the incident(s). During the wife's ride, the boat was traveling 
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approximately 25-30mph, and she maintained elevations between 5-10 feet. While 
airbome, the product flipped, and caused the wife to fall and land in the water, on her 
back. During the son's ride, the boat was traveling approximately 20mph while the son 
maintained elevations between 3-5 feet. During the son's ride the product flipped and 
with the son still in the product, landed in the water. The son reportedly injured his knees. 
It is unknown what exact position the son was in when he landed. Neither individual 
sought medical attention, though the wife reported "back soreness and spitting up blood" 
shortly thereafter. 

On June 2, 2006 at approximately 3:15pm, the victim attempted his first ride on the 
product. The victim was wearing shorts and a life jacket. Neither the victim, nor the wife 
and son wore a helmet during their respective rides. The consumer (i.e., boat operator) 
tied/secured the tow rope to the product at its greatest length, which is 65 feet, and was 
included with the purchase ofthe product. The victim did not purposefully read any of 
the waming labels on the product before riding. The victim's 30 year-old wife acted as a 
"spotter" while the victim was riding the product. The visibility was good and the water 
was reportedly calm. The winds were listed as "moderate", and blowing from the 
southwest at lOmph. The boat was traveling west, into the wind, and at various speeds (a 
port side crosswind was reported). It is unknown if other vessels were in the waterway 
duruig the victim's ride. 

While riding, the victim could not see the boat, therefore communication was impaired. 
Part ofthe product, near the front, is constmcted of a clear plastic and serves as a 
window, but immediately became fogged up during the ride, thereby preventing the rider 
to see or communicate with the spotter or boat operator. The victim had planned on using 
hand signals, as previously leamed while participating in other water sporting activities 
(e.g., water skiing), but was unable to as removal of either of his hands would have 
caused a weight shift within the product, thereby causing it to become unstable. 

During the victim's ride, which lasted a total of 5-10 minutes, he had difficulty getting 
the product airbome due to the adult (heavier) weight. The boat operator thus increased 
the speed to approximately 35-40mph. It is unknown what the boat's actoal speed was 
prior to the increase. It was reported that victim reached elevations of three feet or less, 
and then suddenly reached an elevation of between 15-25 feet when a gust ofwind lifted 
the product fiirther into the air. While at this peak elevation, the product began to wobble 
left to right and became unstable for approximately three seconds. The port side ofthe 
product then flipped up, thereby inverting and accelerating the product towards the water 
with the front ofthe product pointing downward. While the product was falling 
downward and approximately three feet above the water, the victim fell off the product, 
and landed headfirst in the water, in an angular, corkscrew motion. 

The boat operator immediately mmed the boat around when he observed the victim land 
in the water. With assistance from the passengers in the boat, the victim climbed back 
into the boat. The victim maintained consciousness, but complained of neck pain. The 
boat operator radioed for assistance and remraed to the marina where the victim received 
initial emergency medical treatment from the responding medics. The victim was 
transported via ambulance to a local hospital where he received additional treatment and 

//70A 
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was diagnosed with a C-2 (neck) vertebrae fracmre. Although the victim was released 
from the hospital, he is to remain in a halo brace for three months and afterwards will 
retain limited mobility in his neck (90%). Medical records have been requested, but not 
received. 

The victim and consumer both believe that the product is unsafe for various reasons, 
specifically due to the inability for rider and boat operator to effectively communicate 
and instability of product while airborne; therefore, should be removed from the market. 
The consumer contacted the manufacturer shortly after the incident and mformed a 
representative of what occurred, specifically that three individuals were injured to 
varying degrees while riding the product. The manufacturer's representative reiterated to 
the consumer the safety information that accompanies the product (e.g., waming labels) 
and offered to exchange the product for a regular, non-aerial inner mbe. The consumer 
has since repackaged the product, tow rope, and instmctional video and remmed them to 
the manufacmrer. Neither the victim, nor the consumer reported any damage to the 
product after the incident. The consumer has had no fiirther communication with the 
manufacturer. The victim made no attempt to contact the manufacmrer. 

Intemet research revealed correspondence among consumers and operators ofthe product 
on various websites. A June 21, 2006 response (i.e., blog) was written (i.e., posted) to 
concemed consumers ofthe product by a manufacmrer's spokesperson (Exhibit #9), 
which stated that the manufacmrer "follows the guidelines set forth by the Water Sports 
Industry Association" (paragraph 7 of Exhibit #9). A phone call was placed to the 
executive director ofthe Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA) regarding any 
possible promulgation of standards or endorsement ofthe product. The director stated 
that while the WSIA wamings are intended as guidance for manufacmrers of water-
related products, the product manufacmrer made no prior attempts to seek confirmation 
with WSIA regarding the product or any tow rope standards. The director stated that 
regarding mbe kites, the WSIA has never "crafted any language" as related to mbe kites 
dr endorsed the product in anyway. Furthermore, the director stated that the mbe rope 
standards and wamings promulgated by WSIA are not intended for mbe kites tow ropes 
as pertinent factors, such as tensile strength and capacity may differ between regular 
(inner) mbes and mbe kites. The mbe and tow rope wamings and standards promulgated 
by WSIA have been attached as a reference (Exhibits #6-7). No attempt was made to 
contact the spokesperson for the manufacmrer regarding the aforementioned statement as 
to WSIA guidelines. 

On June 15, 2006, and after responding to numerous incidents involving serious injuries, 
the local officials ofthe recreational area implemented a ban all on mbe kiting. This 
restriction was generated from the numerous incidents occurring in the recreational area 
and subsequent interviews with related parties and various agencies (see Exhibit #8 for 
restriction proposal and related correspondence). The law enforcement specialist also 
stated that the park rangers have generated approximately 10 additional reports regarding 
contact with individuals subsequently preparing to participate in mbe kiting. All 
individuals were alerted to the newly imposed ban, and no additional reports of injuries 
were noted. In addition, the law enforcement specialist at the recreational park/area 
determined, after watching the product's instmctional video (DVD) on numerous 
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occasions, that the video narrator discloses that the boat operator (and rider) should go 
onl^ between 10-20mph, but the video consistently shows boat operators going between 
3O-40mph, enabling the rider to obtain flight. 

On June 16,2006, a local retailer stocking an exemplar product was visited. Exemplar 
pho tographs of the packaging were taken and are included as Exhibit #1. 

Product Identification; 

The product is a Wego kite tube''̂ '̂ , and is a 120inch (10 foot) inflatable, circular mbe 
kite that is designed for a single rider, and to be towed behind a boat via tow rope and 
achieve flight when a certain boat speed is attained. The model number for the product as 
listed on the manufacturer's website and exemplar packaging is: 53-5000. The product 
indicates that a patent is pending and that it is made in China. The manufacturer is:' 

SportsStuff, Inc. 
11213 E. Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(402) 592-9085—P 
(402) 592-1354—F 
www.sportsstuff.com 

The suggested retail price as listed on the manufacmrer's website is $599.95; however, 
the price paid by the consumer was $499.00 with exemplar units located in retailers also 
listed as $499.00. The product is largely yellow in color with wide black diagonal accent 
striping and a sectional red border with various product labeling and identification, which 
includes various skull graphics. The product maintains an "840D" nylon covering and 
panoramic, see-through double plastic windows that are located near the front ofthe 
product. Near the rear ofthe product is a parallel slotting system cockpit for the rider. A 
handle system is located undemeath the nylon covering and is accessible via eight 
different circular slots that offer the rider eight different "non-slip" handle positions. The 
product is also equipped with a three-segmented tow rope that is adjustable to lengths of 
45, 55, and 65 feet. The front ofthe product maintains a molded, aluminum connector for 
attachment to the tow rope. 

The product was purchased through Wal-Mart's website: (www.walmart.com). 

Various warnings are located on the product's packaging (exemplar), and include a 
lengthy "Release of Liability" warning (Exhibit #1, photo 8), which iterates that by 
assembling and inflating the product the consumer has implicitly agreed to have read and 
understands the owner's manual and releases the manufacmrer of any responsibility as 
related to damage, loss, or injury. The exemplar packaging also retains wamings 
disclosing that the product is "Not A Lifesaving Device"... "Never Leave Children 
Unattended"... "Use Only Under Competent Supervision" (Exhibit #1, photo 7). 
Although the website shows the product with the waming, "NEVER KITE HIGHER 
THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO FALL" (Exhibit #10), the exemplar packaging does 
not reveal such a waming on the product. However, the exemplar packaging also reads 

^ ' ^ • • ///^p> 
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that "Designs Featured In Photography Subject To Variations" (Exhibit #1, photo 7). 
Although two additional waming can be observed on either side ofthe product's parallel 
slotting system, neither one is legible as observed as a photograph on the exemplar 
packaging or website. 

Other relevant wording found on the exemplar packaging (Exhibit #1, photo 10) includes, 
"Whip across the water like a deck mbe, or fly through the air like a bird! Experience the 
thrill of flight as you rise above the water reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing 
but adrenaline in your wake!" (Emphasis added). Instmctional wording observed on the 
exemplar unit (Exhibit #1, photo 12) includes, "Beginners will benefit greatly by 
following the directions explained in the included instmctional DVD and owner's 
manual... With a good amount of practice, you'll be able to hover slightly above the 
water's surface for minutes at a time!" (Emphasis added). 

No incident or exemplar sample was collected, and no incident product photographs 
could be obtained. 
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Exbibits: 

A. CPSC Photographs of Exemplar Packaging (10 pages) 
1. Front view of exemplar product packaging 
2. Manufacturer contact information—as viewed on top of exemplar 

packaging 
3. Exemplar product's model number and UPC 
4. UPC and retailer price of exemplar product 
5. Top view of exemplar product packaging 
6. Product's features—as listed on exemplar product's top (packaging) 
7. Guarantee and waming of top of exemplar product's packaging 
8. Waming label on exemplar product's top (packaging) 
9. Productinformation—labeling on front of exemplar product 
10. Wording on front of packaging of exemplar product 
11. Bottom view of packaging on exemplar product 
12. Riding instmctions on exemplar product (packaging-bottom) 
13. Side view of exemplar product 
14. Product's features—as listed on exemplar product's packaging (side) 

B. Noticeof Inspection to Retailer (1 page) 
C. Local Official Incident Report (8 pages) 
D. Owner's Manual for Product (11 pages) 
E. Owner's Manual for Tow Rope (7 pages) 
F. Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA) waming manual (13 pages) 
G. Photos of WSIA waming labels—tow ropes and tabes (1 page) 
H. Local Recreational Officials Final Draft Regarding Product Ban and Related 

Correspondence (70 pages) 
I. Internet Written Response (i.e., "blog") by Manufacturer Spokesman (1 page) 
J. Photo of Product as Seen on Manufactarer's Website (1 page) 
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SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 USA 
Tel! 402.592.90S5 
Fait: 402.592.1354 

MADE IN CHINA 
Custom^ Siwvlce! 

intiNnct AddretK 

Photo #2: Manufacturer contact information-as viewed on top of exemplar packaging 

1 • % / : ^ 
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WEGO 10FT. KITE TUBE 

Model # SB'SOOO 

*"., " I r -V,^* t -̂  "" *-^ " •" 
If, Inc., 2005 

^ * _ - -TT; 

Photo #3: Exemplar product's model number and UPC. 

in „. '̂•'BE ̂ P ^^^E 
lllllllllllm.P7.9.:. 72 1124 

Photo #4: UPC and retailer price of exemplar product 
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Photo #5: Top view of exemplar product packaging 

• 120 inch Inflated dianster (10 foot) witii slanted saucer conflniratioB 
• 8400 fuii body nylon doable ^ i t t cover with ra coattag 
• Computerized double stitched sewine 
• Nylon zippered openings for bladder TnsertiOR and aiQusbBeat 
• Multipie n i e ^ itoin ports, b8^tacked 
• TWO heavy-duty PVC biaddeis^outw ring and slotting cotikpiiv " \ 
• Reinforced tovring system with molded aiomlBBn eonjiMti^ n r ' -

quick tow rope connection. ^ ..-. •/ -̂  
• Speed safety valves for fast easy inflatioi^deflatioe . -. ; ~ "*: ~: 
• i>araliei slotting syst«n wtth non-slip foe ts t i^ m i oetmreiie padfieg 

for comfortable foot, knee, aad leg use ' \ 
• 8 padded non-slip handles wifli knuckle guard A / / . 
• Heavy-duty starting i e a ^ with easy grip ^onge l»fls. ^ > ~ 
• Reflective Safety piping on all bandies and m ttie oul^iHi top tuning 
• Variable loops for u ^ of detachable l e a ^ , . 
• Panoramic see throotdi double windows' - - ' . . , 
• Segmented tow rope lis included adiustabte length style ; 
,41^55/65 foot lengths ^ - A 

• High visibility, biilboard style red and yellow watw^parls safety p & m 
with checkerboard and i^tftioB accent striping < • -, 

Photo #6: Product's features—as listed on exemplar product's top (packaging) 
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GUARANTEE: Sportsstuff, Inc. warrants, to the original purchaser 
only, that their high performance products when used for norrnal 
recreational purposes are free from defects in material and " f 
workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from date of purchase. 
FOR PROMPT PARTS REPLACEfWENT, CONTACT SPORTSSTUF>, 
DIRECTLY AT 888.814.8833.. REPLACEMENT PARTS ARE SHIPPED 
WITHIIjl 48 HOURS OF NOTIFICATiON MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY. 
DO NOT RETURN IT TO YOUR DEALER. 

ATTENTION:: , : ^ 
Read ai l w a m i n g s and i n s b v c t i o n s prov ided w i t h th is 

, p roduc t pr ior t o use . DO NOT DISCAROI 
Designs fea tu red in pho tography sub jec t t o var ia t ions. ^ 

/ 

WARNING: Not a Lifesaving Device. ,̂ ,-
Never Leave Children Unattended.^" -
Use Only Under Competent Supervision^ 

Photo #7 Guarantee and waming of top of exemplar product's packagmg 

Pf^ 



;»•? 

WA 

KITE TUBE USER 
Relea$4Ei of Uabi l i ty: 

jBy as9»mbl^:aiKl inllatino tho Kito TVibe, you asr&e 
t M t vou ha\i^ read and uncbrstand the entfro 
Sipo«t$slufrs procKKA manual* Including all instmctions 
«rkl ̂ wamk^js contained in that material prior to using 
11^ K3lalVibe« >ft)U adcfitionaay agree that you wis ensure 
^»iy adcfittono) or subsaq^ient users of the Kite lUbe v ^ 
m m and iMHierstand the entire owners manual. Misuse 
or ^niprapw^ usa 6f the Kite Tbbe could resutt In Hsics, 
das^efS and hazards wl^ch nray result In serious ir^ury 
or d e s ^ The rislcs and d«M»s mat nnay be encountered 
thfougjh the Impfoper use o f the Kite Ibbe can be avoided 
by readlr^ and IbQowing the wanting guidelines listed 
v̂Mlhln the o^vner*s manual ttKl by oroper use of the Kite 

lUba. Your assembly and use of this product ^)afl be 
evidence of yocrs^^reement, to the fuSest extent 
peimltted by iawi, to property follow the Btstmctions WKI 
al»(te lay the virayrnfa>gs set forth w t t i ^ the produ^ 
manual, "Ifoir assen^ly and use of the lOte Tî >e shaQ 
also constitute a reloase, lo the extent pennltled by ^w, 
tsy you and by any thSrd party pem^tted by you fo use, 
In any n^nner, Itie Kite Tut>e, fo Sportsstuff from any 
and m iabifity tor any loss, damage, trmjiY and/or 
eaipense that you or « w user of the K ^ Tube may suffier 
as a lesuSt of the use o l the Kite 1\̂ >e. T}«$ i ^ e a ^ s h ^ 
eijttend fo a i ^ foss, detfnage, ^ ^ ^ or expense due fo 
ae^ cause wh^soev^ inc^ixfing ne^^ence or txead) 
of co3ttract on U>e part o l Spoft^tuff and^br any Dirty 
partic^allra 6) the des»gn a^>d/br manij^acture of the 
Kite llbec The temts of m ^ leSease ̂ t a i be effe<^fve 
and bindina upon you, your hesrŝ  next of KH executtvs, 
adm^^isliiiBbis, assms and re|»esentethyes. Your 
asserrib^ and use off^^e Kite Tybeshal constitute your 
^ireenian^ fo assume arKi accept any or a^ known or 
unkriovm r l s ^ of ion̂ My fo y ^ 
INough thei»eollhaKite u^je. S^xvtsstuff and related 
SsaaHas have not made and her^ay e i ^ ^ ' i ^ ^ desiy s»^ 
tHsS or Wf̂ teff) represevstatiDr) aa id^ wsHTantŷ  inc^^ 
iwaR^nSy for a paaiSî iAar fx^pose, other th^i what Is sE^ 
forth tiQirein and in ̂ w ^ x » t ^ t u ! f s Kite T t ^^ma^u^ 
tHOSSSiBS (& ̂ ^so^tssttiR. I m x , «!CK)S 

Photo #8: Waming label on exemplar product's top (packaging) 
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Photo #9: Product information—labeling on front of exemplar product 
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Photo #10: Wording on front of packaging of exemplar product 

Photo #11: Bottom view of packaging on exemplar product 

/C/5 



'J'lliJ.. I U (, i^ji 
IA- *••;•»?*T,' .i '«.-j-. 'W-4i-«-i 'a!BiiJ'-JP54i->>'fo'*.fcS ' *^^S^f^>^ 

\x\ -Al 

T 
'1 

i ^^v- I f ; if,'• '̂ 3-'ri."rii-^mi.-

The Kite Tulie is ridden unlike any other towable on the market. In order to kite above the water for sustained amounts of tnse, 
a certain amount ai practice is required. Beginners wil l benefit greatly by following the directions explained in the included 
instructional OVD and owner's manual. To Kite, you begin by pulling the front of the tube up with tbe included starting leash. 
Once you reach planing speed, you can pull the front of the Kite Tube up even more to a 45 degree angle, so only the back part 
of the tube is touching the water. Once in this position, you hop slightly while holding on to the tube. By hopping, tbe Xits Tube 
wiirbecDme light and the rear of the tube will leave the water and your Xiting experience begins. With a good amount of practice..^ 
you'll be able to hover slightly afaove the water's surface for minutes at a t ine ! This ts only a brief explanation of how the kite 
tube is r iJ 'en. Be sure to read all instructions and warnings prior to riding. Experience safe Kiting! ' / " -~ 

Photo #12: Riding instmctions on exemplar product (packaging-boTom) ' 
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Photo #13: Side view of exemplar product 
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Photo #14: Product's features-as listed on exemplar product's packaging (side) 
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060614HCC3606 Extiibit B 

US. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMItHISSION 

NOTICE OF INSPECTION 
1. DATE. 

2. TIME 

oG 

.AM I - I X . P M . 

3. FROM (Area Offic* and Addrast) OM tArea UTTiea and Addrestt \ 

A. NAM8 ANO TITLE OF/IWOiVtOUAL 

\}f/^(K f<^,ii\JS 
zA 

r^rir^ M.t.u,̂  
^ 

Z A 
a. FIRMNAMI 

4, TO M (XpA-tlKiKX 
C, NUMBER ANO STREET ADDRESS raumacn Mrau « i n c c I Muuness \ 

1363 ^Mh^rc^dtro (12'SS) 
— M l l l l l l W I 11 • II I M M ^ » 1 1 1 . M 1 . I • • I I I . I » i M ^ . — ^ M l l l l W l l i l l M M I M I I I ^ I 

O. c r r v , STATE ANO ZIP CODE 

OAAd, cA "̂ t̂oô  
Notice of Iitspectioa is hereby given pursuant to: 

• Flammable Furies Act (15 U,S.C, 1191 efse*?,); 

• Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U,S.C. 41 ersa?.); 

• Sections 16, 19 ahd 27 of tlie Consumer Product Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2065, 2068 and 2076) 

• Section 704(a) ofthe Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S,C, 374(a)) [Authority for inspections 
in connection with the Poison Prevention Packaging Act of 1970 (IS U.S.C. 1471 et teq.)] and/or 

• Section 11(b) of the Federal Hazardous Substances Act as Amended (15 U.S.C. 1270(b)). 

Refer to the back of tliis form for a discussion of inspectional authority and for pertinent statutory language. 

8. PURPOSES OF INSPECTION ANO NATURE OF INFORMATION TO BE OBTAINED AND/OR COPIED. 

The purpose of this inspection is to obtain infonnation; to review and obtain copies of items inciuding but not 
limited to records, reports, books, documents; and labeling; and to obtain samples, in order to enforce or de
termine compliance vnth the Acts administered by the Consumer Product Safety Commission. 

8. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS 

Those from wiiom infomution is requested should state whether any of the infonnation subtnttted is believed 
to contain or relate to a trade seaet or other matter which should be considered by the Commission to be 
conHdential and whether any of the information is believed to be entitled to exemption from disclosure by the 
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X«rr*tive; 

SUMMARY. 
On Juno 2,2006. subject vessel ^^as underway lowmg a ndct on a kite tube. Ih t mbe ovcrtmncd in the air. 
plurginii ihc rider head first imo iJ»e waier Rtder sufftrei a nsck injuty. possible C-spine werusbra oTcaV 

ASSIGNMENT: 
On June 2,2006, ai about 15:41. Glca Canyon Dispatch advi s«d of a kit tube acadcnt victim, with neck 
injury, being sailed ro Bullfrog Public Dock. Pai1< Medje Amy Maw^r, and Rarger Ja.son Lux responded with 
airbulance. and proviejed ^jr^hospiral patient care. 7 responded tti conduct a boat acidcnt investigation. 

OOB 05/12/77. I coniattcd ths 
INVESTJGATJON: 
.\t aUout 15:55 a vcasc) arrived iransporongthc vicrim 
vessel owner^njirr^QT^HIH^Hmiimill^ well as passengers 
and later v i c r i x n H l ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ r ^ ^ i ^ ^ d v i s e d mc ofthe tbllowing: The beat m whiich victim I 
bad bcw> traiiiponcd U280 H? CHITS Craft, inboard 2\ ft rwiabaout, ttUT 4640 SG) was ujvoivcd it* tVie 
accident. The boat had bc«i to-win^ a kite tube ivith vv^ous nders thioughovt the day ard previo\4S day. At 
about 15:25 tbe boat -was cnii»ng in Hall$ Creek Bay with rider H | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | on the ̂ \tt tube. Length of 
The tow rope Waa irppToximsicly 60 fcct, Passcnscr^ uj tjje boat vrens anSne ai Vookotns. The group v»as 
having difficuliy in gelling tke Idle tube inlo the air, due lo The a4ult ^ucight. Then^fiTrs th« operalor cnii^cd 
wcst-wdrd jnw the wmd, -trid picHnl up ih« sipeed ̂ o sboui 35 to 40 mph At that time winds were about SW 
at 10 rnpb. (Ranger's n<sic The-direction oftv-avel vvould. have put them inia tbe <*dnd «vith a crosi«nnd 
cotnpoaeat firoiu the port side) As a result, the kite tube was elevated to about 10 to 12 fee: above the *ater. 
At some point tbe port Jidc of the kite lube flipped up. the tube then tumesd complctel^ve^nd acccJcrared 
downwarii with the fbre etut of thf̂  tube pointms downward. During the flip, n d e i H J ^ I B ^ ' ' ° ^ ^̂ ^ ^̂ ^̂  
mbe, and went head frm into the water, with an ashlar component and a corkscrew motion 

Victim H i H l H a n d oihtrr intifrvicAces^vised^u^^^^^Hilid not loK conscinusness. The boat 
uxu&cdiatcly swuag around and r e ^ ^ v c d H H H I I l ^ D n n ^ t h e boal on bis own power and wit^ 
asiistance. He then laid dowri and compiaiaed of neck patn. He was trar^sporte^^ their base station house 
boat, the Desen Illusion, vi'bich was moored so. HaJh Crossing Marna- | | ^ | | |HHDnnnued to feel bad, so 
hc was transported to BuIlfVug in the runabout fbr medicd attention 

OwncT'opcraToT of Ihc vcsscL ̂ I H I I H ^ H H ajvtsei) th^t fai$ w\fe T ^ f / f ^ ^ / j f / / / ^ ha4 A tiXiO^^ 
accident on tiw lulsr Tube the pr̂ /̂iows dsy In her cas*. the kite tube flipped and ŝ he fell onto the water on her 
back- Vic advised Ihat iince ihrn she had been complaimng of back soreness, and had been spitting up blood 
in th«r night- He advised that i>hc was Rnu no^ He did not Ta}ue$T Tn^dical assistance. | | | | | | |mm||n|| | | | | | | | | | |^ 
was â rotkS the bay at Halls Crcssine Marina, on a houseboat Oie peseit tliusion. and 1 therefore did not 
interview her. 

P a s s e n g i H I i i m i H B l v i s e d that a boy in ibe group had been on the kite rube a$ well and coQtplaiTicd 
ihat his arm hun^jjowever. hc aiKis^ this was not from the tube flipping, but may have been from holding 
onto tfte lube. H H I H I k ^ ^ ^ <̂ 3< ^ ^ ^ ĉ il<̂  ̂  lider. the kite cube w% E3si}y lifted into the air. 
However with the weight of an jidu;t. boat apcisd had lu be intri:3scd wiTh boat cruUing UiTo the wiî t) in inrAsr 
to lift the kite tube. 
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SAH JUAN COUNTT SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
BOX 7»8 / Z97 SOUTH MAIN STSEFT 

MONTiCeUO. UTAH 8*535 
C435) S87-ZE37 FAX (435) 587-2013 

STATEMENT 
STATEMFW^ATEi^ i^^STATEMENT TlMLfjLS^LlNCIEJFlsIT DA T E i t l j - i i l ^ I NCIDENT TIME .__ 

I < J A M E ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H . A G E ^ ^ i . ^ " 7 h SEXjEl 

FULL A P D R E S S ^ J | | | | | | ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ £ ^ i j ^ _ j S t _ _ & a 4 ^ U \ A k i \ , - , . , 

TELEPHONE NUMSER HOME | H | H [ | H | | | H ° < ^ I ^ (-- > ...^ OTHEB { ) 

TYPE OP wciDEKrr . ^ o ^ i O i M / C ^ , . ..,„ ^ -~^—, 

LOCATION OP INDOtNT . ^ J L & J U / th /H/ j l^ . . „ _ _ „ - . 

PLEASE PESCmSE WHAT TOU SAW. HEARO, OR KNOW TO BE TRUE: _.,,^ ^ , 

m. . ^ma,^77Pk!i^..M^x:^ i^a^aJa^^i ULnd-JbjL-S^Jj—A^ 
i^rdlni^ Ui-^-J^iiaiEr hsM^^u^tP- -... 

I declaro th» statemstits I have given herein to foe true and cQn^ci to the best of my knowledge. 
1 tm hereby ratified that any false statennents made hereifi i$ pun'sbable under taw. 
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WEGO KITE TUBE OWNER'S MANUAL 
Important information is enclosed in this manual. Please read tliese materials 

prior to assembling and using this product. Keep for future reference. 

For questions on assembiy, parts or warranty, contact the experts at 
Sportsstuff. OO NOT RETURN this product to the storel 

Contact us TOLL FREE: 888-S14-8833 (USA) (8am-5pm, CST Monday-Friday) 

Congratulations on your new towable purchase! Sportsstuff prides itself in maidng the 
most innovative inflatable products on tha pianet. Your high performance towable is 
designed to provide an exciting and unique riding experience for the whole family. 

AWARNINGA 
, RELEASE OF LIABILITY , 

By assembling and Inflating the Kite Tube, you agree that you have read 
and understand the entire Sportsstuff's product manual, including all 
instructions and wamings contained in that material prior to using the 
Kite Tube. You additionally agree that you will ensure any additional or 
subsequent users of the KHe Tube will read and understand the entire 
owner's manuai. Misuse or imfjroper use of the Kite Tube could result in 
risks, dangers and hazards which may result in serious injury or death. 
The risks and dangers that may be encountered through the improper 
use of the Kite Tube can be avoided by reading and following the waming 
guidelines listed within the owner's manual and by proper use of the Kite 
Tube. Your assembly and use of this product shall be evidence of your 
agreement, to the fullest extent pennitted by law, to properiy follow tha 
instructions and abide by the warnings set forth within the product manual. 
Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube shall also constitute a release, to 
the extent permitted by law, by you and by any third party permitted by 
you to use, in any manner, the l(ite Tube, to Sportsstuff from any and all 
liability for any loss, damage, injury and/or expense that you or any user 
of the Kite Tube may suffer as a result of the use of the lOte Tube. This 
release shall extend to any loss, damage, injury or expense due to any 
cause whatsoever, including negligence or breach of contract on the part 
of Sportsstuff and/or any party participating in the design and/or manufac
ture of the Kite Tube. The terms of this release shall be effective and 
binding upon you, your heirs, next of kin, executors, administrators, 
assigns and representatives. Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube 
shalfconstitute your agreement to assume and accept any or all known 
or unknown riste of injury to you and/or to third parties through the use 
of the Kite Tut>e. Sportsstuff and related parties nave not made and here
by expressly deny any oral or written representation and/or warranty, 
including warranty for a particular purpose, other than what is set forth 
herein and in the Sportsstuff's Kite Tube manual. 

< > 
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i KITE TUBE DESCRIPTION , 

Away Wego! "Kite Tubing", the mystery of flying, becomes a reality. The 
Kite Tube creates an air pocket on the under carriage bottom that 
enables lift via ground effect and the aerodynamic shape. Be prepared to 
reach new heights! Spend the summer gaining experience riding the Kite 
Tutie. The Kite Tube is designed to glide, soar, and fly. You can use it like 
a regular deck tube in the whips, figure eights, and circles. It "kites" the 
best in a straight boat pattem into the wind and will rise out of the water 
slowly or quickly based on the rider weight, wind and boat speed. Expect ' 
the unexpected! The bask; idea behind the Kite Tube is simple; The Kite 
rider kneels or stands on the tube that is tethered to the tow boat. As the 
boat moves forward into the wind, the Kite and the rider rise up from the 
water's surface to perform a water ballet in the air with the rider balanc
ing on top. Kite Tubing is not as dangerous as some extreme sports, 
however it can i>e more dangerous than regular tubing with the added 
dimension of height. In Kite Tubing, safety has to tie taken seriously. 
EVERYONE is a beginner, regardless of previous experience. Read all 
instruction and wamings before using the Kite Tube. Start slow and begin 
by using the 45 foot section of the included tow rope. 

iKITE TUBE SPECIFICATIONS, 

< y 

• 120 inch Inflated diameter(l6foot) with slanted saucer configuration. 
. 840D nylon double cover with pu coating( full body cover). 
. Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy 
tow rope connection. 
. Computerized double-stitched sewing. 
. Multiple mesh bar-tacked drain ports. 
• Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment. 
. Parallel slotting system with footsteps and neoprene padding for comfort 
. Reflective piping on all handles and on the outside top taping. 
. Various loops for use of detachable leash(s). 
• Panoramic see-through double windows. 
. High visibility red and yellow watereports safety colors with checkerisoard 
and caution accent striping. 
. Easily seen bold, billboara-style graphics: 
. Skull graphics is a reminder to pay attention and not to fool around, 
take nothing for granted. 
. Two heavy duty pvc bladders, one supports the outer ring and the 
other is the slotting system cockpit for the rider. Both have speed safety 
valves for easy inflation/deflation. 
. Leash with two sponge balls is included. 
. Segmented tow rope is included. Adjustable length style in 45, 55, and 
65 foot lengths. 

^5-
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i i KITE TUBE ASSEMBLY AND INFLATION/ 

Proper inflation is key to the optimum performance of this towable. The 
tube is designed to fit snugly in the cover, and there should be no wrinkles 
in the cover when the tube is properiy inflated. 

IMPROPER INFLATION PROPER INFLAnON 

Photo "A" shows a severely underinflated tube. Note how the adult sinks 
in when standing on the tube. Under-inflation causes the towable to sit 
low in the water. Additional stress is applied to the tube, cover, tope and 
boat/watercraft, by being dragged through the water instead of pulled 
across it. This stress causes the air in tubes to be displaced and the tube 
may rupture. The same stress causes nylon covers to tear and ropes to 
stretch. The boat/watercraft cannot plane off and extra gas is consumed. 

Photo "B " shows a properiy inflated tube. Note how the cover is taut with 
few wrinkles, and how the adult barely sinks in when standing on the 
tube. This tube would ride high on the water, providing you with an exciting 
ride - less stress on the tube, cover, rope, and boat/wateroraft. Proper 
inflation will Insure a longer life-span for your product. 

Inflation Maintenance: 
Finally, it is not enough to simply fill it up and go! It is important to moni
tor the amount of air in this product as heat will cause the bladder to 
expand, possibly causing damage to the seams or I-beams. Dont let H 
sit on the beach, dock, or boat/watercraft full of air! If it is stored out of 
the sun in a cool place, you may need to add air. Check and adjust infla
tion levels each time you use your tube. You'll have more fun, and your 
toys will last longer. 

The best air pumps to use are: 

. 110v electric: 2.5 psi (model #57-'l504A) or 3.0 psi (model #57-1508) 
• Hand/foot pump specifk;ally for towables: LPl (model #57-1003) 
. 12v pumps (model #57-1510) can also be used but a their maximum 
output is only .8 psi so a secondary pump such as the Sportsstuff LPl 
hand pump (model #57-1003) will need to be used. 
« Leaf Blower 
• Vacuum with two-way switch 

<y-
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Your WEGO towable is equipped with the Speed Safety Valve pictured 
below: 

Speed Safefy Valve - A hybrid valve utilizing the best of 
both the Overeized Safety Valve and the Speed Valve. Pulls 
out for fast inflation/deflation, then can t>e pushed in flush 
with the tube. For use with standard electric pumps, shop 
vac. wet vac, leaf blowers, and vacuums with a 2-way 
switch for fast inflation/deflation. 

Secure the valve by firmly inserting the bottom portion of the valve into 
the base. To inflate, open only the top portion of the valve. Using the 
hose from your inflator, inflate through the top opening of the valve. 

The optimai inflator is a 2.5 psi or higher electric pump. You may also use 
a 1.1 or 3.0 psi pump. Using the 12v pump (model #57-1510) followed by 
the LP1 hand pump (model #57-1003) to top off the unit takes about 3.5 
minutes. The 1.1 psi 110v pump followed by using the LPl hand pump 
(model #57-1003) to top off the unit will inflate the WEGO in a few min
utes. The 2.5 electric pump (model #57-1504A) will inflate the WEGO in just 
over 3 minutes. The 3.0 pump (model #57-1508) will inflate the WEGO in as 
little as 2 minutes. 

Please call Sportsstuff at 1-88B-814-8833 to order directly. 

1. Open the box and locate Owner's manual information and instructional 
DVD. 
2. Review owner's manual and instmctional DVD flrst and share the infor
mation with all other users and or spotters. 
3. Locate a flat, wide-open, clean and clear area to open and assemble 
the product. 
4. Unfold the nylon cover so the yellow cover with winged skulls is com
pletely unfolded along with slotting system cockpit. 
5. Please notice the bladders have already been assembled in the cover. 
There are two valves total. One on the slotting portion and another on the 
outside ring. 
6. Locate and open the padded valve cover on the slotting portion (cock
pit area). Open the valve and inflate until firm and the cover is wrinkle free 
and taut. It may be necessary to adjust the cover fo fit the inflation holes. 
Use the zippered openings in the cover to adjust bladder positian if nec
essary. 
7. Close valve completely and secure valve cover. 
8. Locate the valve on the outer ring and repeat steps 6-7. 
9. Please note that the window panels are not supported by an intemal 
bladder, so stay off of this portion of the cover. 
10. With assistance, carefully lift the unit into water. 
11. Do not drag across harsh surfaces, as this will damage the unit. 
12. Once at the water entry point attach tow rope to unit and hook up to 
the boat. Make sure leash is attached to the nose loop. 
13. Enjoy your Kiting experience. 

< y 
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PLEASE NOTE OVER INFLATION WILL CAUSE THE BLADDER TO HAVE 
A CONCAVE EFFECT ON THE UNDERSIDE, CAUSING THE KITE TUBE 
TO SUBMARINE. 

PLEASE NOTE UNDER INFLATION WILL CAUSE KfTE TUBE TO NOT 
PERFORM AS DESIGNED. WHEN KITING, YOU CAN TELL VISUALLY IF 
YOU ARE CORRECTLY INFLATED 

Proper inflation means you'll have a wonderful flight experience, so fol
low the atrave instructions closely. 

.K ITE TUBE CARE AND MAINTENANCE. 

< y 

. You may clean your towable using a soap and water or mild detergent. 
• You should inspect your unit frequently for wear and tear. If you need 
parts replacement please contact Sportsstuff 1-888-814-8833. 
. Before each use always check inflation, tow connection and boat con
nection. 
. After using the Kite Tube do not leave out in direct sunlight, but keep in 
a shaded area. 
. When the unit is not in use NEVER leave this unit is direct Sunlight at 
any time. 
• The strong UV rays will quk:kly destroy and downgrade the nylon cover 
and age the materials prematurely. 
. Monitor and adjust bladder pressure on warm days. 
• Never use strong cleanir^ agents. 
. The towable, when clean and dry, can be deflated and stored in a cool, 
dry area out of direct sunlight. (In between uses and at the end of the 
boating season.) 
. To deflate, simply open red valve. 
• Avoid storing this product in areas of extreme temperatures and please 
take precautions against animals and rodents. 
. Bright colored fabric covers used on the towables may bleed or fade 
when initially wet. Protect all boat interiors, docks and car interiors from 
possible staining. 

< y 

.K ITE TUBE TETHER TOW R O P E , 

We iiave Included a new styie tether tow rope for use With the Kite Tube. 
Overall the tow rope is 65 foot length, but can be adjusted to 55 foot 
length and 45 foot length. Since the Kite Tube is unlike any previous tow
able tube with the added dimension of sustained height. We believe that 
the boat driver, rider and spotter are all beginners. We recommend the 
following to get the hang of Kiting, how the Kite reacts being towed by 
the boat, how the wind affects the flight while being ridden by different 
size ridere. Experience is the t^est teacher. 

Step one: BEGINNER LEVEL 
All beginnere start with 45 foot tow rope to get some experience. Use at 
least 12 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use. 

4-
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Step two: INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 
All intermediates can increase rope length to 55 foot to get more experi
ence. Use al least 24 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use. 

Step three: MASTER LEVEL 
All masters can increase length to 65 foot to get more experience. 

You can spend all summer gaining experience Kiting and really still hot 
have experienced all things, wind speed, rider weight and boat speed 
create many variables (different kinds of wateroraft, lack of wind) etc. 
Attach the Kite Tul» Tether tow rope to the aluminum connector on the 
tube and to a towable hook on the rear of the boat. We recommend you 
use a low tow point on the rear transom of the boat or tow hook. 

- c ^ 

iKITE TUBE HEIGHT INSTRUCTION; 

NEVER KITE HIGHER THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO FALL 

Just think of the fall, in normal tubing you can get thrown off and go up 
to 15 to 20 foot high, but in kiting you are already at a certain height 
above the water and can gat thrown higher. At a boat speed of 10 and 20 
mph the water gets harder the faster and higher you go so control the 
boat speed and tube height and watch out for gusty and cross winds. 
Many bodies of water have natural barriers or wind breaks, be aware of 
these situations. Due to the height factor, you must use the Kite Tube in 
waters at least 6 feet deep (a guideline could be 1 foot of water depth for 
every foot of tube height). For best kiting use against the wind in straight-
line runs. 

>RIDER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING, 

< y 

To lessen your risk of serious injury or deaUi, follow these rules: 

. Avoid gusty arvj cross winds, use in light to moderate steady winds. 
• Gusts and cross winds can cause this product to experience sudden 
changes in height or direction. 
• Use in at least 6 feet of water depth, the higher you KHe, the deeper 
the water should be. 
• Never use in shallow waters. 
• Boat driver, spotter and rider are all beginners, take it easy, leam in 
light steady wind, start slow. 
. Your body weight is a factor on balance and control, shifting helps to 
control kiting (rider is ballast). 
. Have pre-ride discussion with rider, driver and spotter. 
. Never Kite higher than you're willing to fall. 
. Into a steady wind, flight occurs more easily. 
• With the wind, fliglit is not so easy. 
. Based on rider weight, a lighter person will Kite easier than heavier per
son. 
. Do not over-estimate your ability. Kiting takes a practiced level of skill. 
. Keep tube's nose up when starting out, pull back on the bail/leash to 
help hold the nose up until the boat reaches planing speed. 
• Rider safety is in the hands of the boat driver and spotter. 
• Stay 100 yards from shore, avoid other boat traffic, power lines and 

/a) 
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other immovable objects. 
. Be aware of natural wind breaks and barriere that change the wind 
flow. 
. Use rear transom tow point Using higher tow point means the Kite can 
Kite higher. 
• Maximum 1 rider capacity 
. Do not exceed 200 pound maximum weight or 100 pounds minimum, 
be at least 12.years of age and a height of 5 feet or more. 
• Balance to minimize movement while airborne. Too much movement 
can cause the Kite Tutie to become wobbly and overturn. Maintain a 
good center of gravity. 
• 10 and 2 o'clock are the best control hand positions. 
• Hang time. Kite time, can be 1 second or many minutes. 
. Length of hang time depends on the wind, boat speed and rider 
weight. 
. A straight boat heading into the wind creates the optimum Kiting per
formance. 
• Ballet performance is what you are looking for (up and down). 
. Use the large panoramic window to see the boat and to view rider 
height. 
• Force the tube down by pushing your weight down with a swift, sitting 
motion. 
. Use your position within the slotting system cockpit to adjust pitch, or 
the angle by which the nose of the tube is inclined up or down from the 
horizontal. 
. Use the handles to adjust left to right balance. 
• Utilize a combination of foot and hand positions to accommodate the 
current wind and boat speed conditions. 
• Do not use this tube if you are pregnant, could be pregnant, or if you 
have neck or back problems. 
. Raise arms above head following a spill to signify to the boat driver 
and spotter that you are okay. 
. A rider that falls or is ejected should try to fail away from the Kite Tube. 
. Experience safe Kiting. , 

<>-

. BOAT DRIVER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING , , 

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

. Driver should be at least 16 years of age and pass a coast guard 
approved boating course. 
. Utilize a targe, wide angle, rear view mirror (20 inch wkith) to keep eye 
on Kite elevation. 
. Slow speed to reduce height, a sudden gust of wind can send the rider 
up to 20 feet high or more in half a second. 
. Maintain constant communication with spotter about the Kite Tube and 
Its performance. 
. Adjust boat speed to reduce the height of the Kite Tube. 
. The Kite Tube is unlike any other towable tube, it can sustain flight at 
various heights for long penods of time. 
. Wind, t>oat speed, rider weight and length of rope are big variables In 
Kiting performance. 
. Pay attention and adjust the boat speed frequently to fit the conditions. 
You are the director. 
. Never Kite higher than you want the rider to fall, adjust your speed. 

A. 
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• Avoid excessive boat speed at all times. 
. Have pre-ride meeting with spotter and rider to discuss the type of ride 
to be given. 
• Determine the t)est conditions for Kite tubing based on rider weight, 
boat speed and wind speed. 
• Give-way to all other watercraft, especially sailboats. 
• The Kite Tube can sustain flight witn steady head wind and boat speed. 
Head into the wind 
• Be aware of cross winds and wind gusts. 
. Use the large, panoramic window to monitor and communicate with the 
rider, 
• Don't gamble with rider safety. Driver must accept 100% responsibility 
for the safety of the rider. 
• Instmct the rider to lean back and pull on the leash to keep the nose 
up until the boat and tube plane out, as the t>oat planes out and the tube 
rises out of the water, there will be almost no drag on the boat. 
• Most boating accidents happen in less than 2 seconds. 
• Reaction time varies from 120 to 255 feet of boat length. 
. Do not be in-attentive. Do not let your mind wander. Focus on what you 
are doing 
. Never use the Kite Tube with wind forces so strong that ybu are unable 
to maintain control. 
. Dont Kite in electrical storms. 
. The Kite Tube is an air foil of extremely limited capabilities with regard 
to wind and turbulence. 
. Instruct all riders of rules and warnings, plus how to ride. 
. In riding position, the rider and tube are at a 45*̂  angle to the water's 

^ v surface. 
~k.y~ . Avoid floating objects and all immovable objects. 

. All riders shoukl be towed at speeds that allow for reasonable control. 
• Avoid submarining the towable when first starting out or on spills. 
. Slow boat down to 5 mph to tum around and picK up the rider. 
• In many cases when the rider falls off, the Kite will continue to be air
bome 
. Dont be a gunner; slamming the throttle forward and forgetting about 
the towable and your rider. Focus 
• In no-wind conditions, use zig-zags, whips, figure eights and circles 
that the Kite Tube will Kite in, but remember the Kite Tube is designed to 
Kite into the wind. 
• Do not throw away your owners manual or DVD. You must review peri
odically and especialy when allowing others to use or borrow your Kite 
Tube. 
. Unlike most towables that ride on the water's suriace and have tremen
dous drag, when the Kite Tutje is Kiting or flying there is almost no drag 
and the boat has a tendency to go faster, so watch out for this effect (a 
lot of drag to no drag). 
. Dont overioad your boat with a lot of passengers. 
• Like many towables, rider balance too far forward can cause towable 
to nose under. This is called submarining. When the you start moving for
ward, make sure the rider holds the leash on the tube to help keep the 
nose up during takeoff, till the boat reaches planing speed and lift occurs 
on the Kite Tube. If the boat driver, spotter and rider are not paying atten
tion, the towable could nose in. This causes the submarine effect, which 
results in the towable acting like an anchor. Reduce speed immediately, 
otherwise you will create too much drag on the boat and tube, causing 
something to break. 

< ^ 
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. Pay attention when starting out to prevent this effect. Let's say every
thing goes right and the Kite Tube and rider are traveling at a sustained 
height above the water and the rider falls off. The Kite might continue its 
flight or crash down into the water. We suggest that you slow the boat 
down to 5mph, otherwise the towable might again act like a submarine, 
because it is upside down or wind conditions have forced it into a weird 
position where it cannot be towed at any speed other than 5 mph. 
. It is the obligation of the boat driver to operate the boat in responsible 
safe manner and not try to "dump the rider". 
. Experience safe Kiting. 

< } -

/ .SUBMARINE EFFECT WARNING, 

LIKE MANY TOWABLES, A RIDER'S BALANCE TOO FAR FORWARD CAN 
CAUSE TOWABLE TO NOSE UNDER. THIS WE CALL SUBMARINING. 
WHEN THE BOAT DRIVER STARTS FORWARD, HE OR SHE SHOULD 
MAKE SURE THE RIDER HOLDS THE LEASH TO HELP KEEP THE NOSE 
UP DURING TAKEOFF TILL THE BOAT REACHES PLANING SPEED AND 
LIFT OCCURS ON THE KITE TUBE. IF THE BOAT DRIVER, SPOTTER 
/ * I D RIDER ARE NOT PAYING ATTENTION THE TOWABLE COULD NOSE 
IN. THIS CAUSES THE SUBMARINE EFFECT, WHICH RESULTS IN THE 
TOW/VBLE ACTING LIKE AN ANCHOR. REDUCE SPEED IMMEDIATELY, 
OTHERWISE YOU WILL CREATE TOO MUCH DRAG ON THE BOAT AND 
TUBE CAUSING THE SOMETHING TO BREAK. PAY ATTENTION, WHEN 
STARTING OUT TO PREVENT THIS EFFECT. 

LET'S SAY, EVERYTHING GOES RIGHT AND THE KITE TUBE AND RIDER 
ARE TRAVELING A SUSTAINED HEIGHT ABOVE THE WATER AND THE 
RIDER FALLS OFF. THE KITE MIGHT CONTINUE IT'S FLIGHT OR CRASH 
DOWN INTO THE WATER. WE SUGGEST YOU SLOW THE BOAT DOWN 
TO 5MPH, OTHERWISE THE TOWABLE MIGHT AGAIN ACT LIKE A SUB
MARINE BECAUSE IT IS UPSIDE DOWN OR WIND CONDITIONS HAVE 
FORCED IT INTO A WEIRD POSITION WHERE IT CANNOT BE TOWED AT 
ANY SPEED OTHER TH/tfJ 5 MPH. BOAT DRIVER SHOULD TURN TO 
PICK UP RIDER AND START ALL OVER AGAIN. 
IT IS THE OBLIGATION OF THE BOAT DRIVER TO OPERATE THE BOAT 
IN RESPONSIBLE SAFE MANNER AND NOT TRY TO "DUMP THE 
RIDER". THE KfTE TUBE IS DESIGNED TO BE RIDDEN AT SAFE LEVEL 
WITHOUT HAVING TO HAVE SOME CRAZY BOAT DRIVER TRYING TO 
CREATE PROBLEMS. EXPERIENCE SAFE KITING. 

< ^ 

i SPOTTER OR OBSERVER INSTRUCTION / 

. Have watersports safety flag 
* Keep driver aware of other tioating trafflc, obstacles, etc 
. Keep driver aware of towable state and rider conditions and how the 
towable is doing 
* Keep tow ropes from getting caught on protmsion from the boat 
. We have found that small megaphone helps to communicate with rider 
prior to takeoff and give last minute instructions 

/ l ^ ^ 
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/ , WIND SPEED AND E F F E C T / . 

< h 

We are providing you with the following intormation to help you evaluate 
your current conditions before Kfte tubing. 

Wind speed(mph) 

0-1 

2-3 

4-7 

13-18 

19-24 

Wind.effect 

smoKe rises vertically 

direction cf the wind shown by smoke drift, but not 
by wind vanes 

wind felt on face: leaves rustle: ordinary wind vane 
moved by wtnd 

leaves and twigs in constant motion; wind extends a 
light flag 

raises dust, loose paper small branches are moved 

small trees In leaf begin to sway; crested wavelets 
form on Inland waters 

large branches In motion; whistling heard In power 
Unas; umbrella difficult to uso 

34-40 

41-47 

48-56 

66-63 

64+ 

aale 

strong gale 

storm 

violent storm 

hurricane 

< ^ 
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WARRANTY POLICY: 

Sportsstufl warrants, to the original purchaser only, that their high performance 
products, vi/hen used for nomnal recreational purposes, are free from defects in 
material and workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of pur
chase. This warranty does NOT cover products for rental, for hire a«>d other uses 
not considered for normal recreational purposes; nor punctures, cuts, abrasions in 
normal use. For prompt parts replacen>ent or wananty issues, contact Sportsstuff 
directly at 888-614-8833. Replacement parts are shipped within 48 hours of notifica
tion Monday through Friday. Do not retum to your dealer (USA ONLY). This warranty 
is only valid in the USA. 

tf you have any questions about any Sportsstuff, Inc. product, replacement parts or 
locating a dealer in your area, contact us at 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
Toll Free: 888-814-8833 
Tel: 402-592-9085 

•Fax; 402-592-1354 
E-mail: customercareesportsstuff.com 

Warranty registration is available on-line at: http://www.sports8tuff.com 

Prior authorization is required for returned merchandise. No credit will be given for a 
product that is sent back without prior authorization fn^m Sportsstuff, Inc. After 
receiving an authorization numt>er, please ship returned products to the following < y 
sportsstuff, Inc. Return Center 
11213 E Circle, SuiteA 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(Please label package with RA #) 

-4-
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TOWABLE OWNER'S MANUAL 
Important Information Is enclosed In this manual. Please read these materials 

prior to assembling and using this product. Keep for future reference. 

For questions on assembly, parts or warranty, contact tha experts at 
sportsstuff. DO NOT RETURN this product to the storel 

Contact us TOLL FREE: 888-814-8833 (USA) (8am-5pm. CST Monday-Friday) 

Congratutatktns on your new towable purchasel Sportsstuff prides itself in nutking 
the most Innovative inflatable products on the planet Your high performance tow
able is designed to provide an exciting and unique riding experience forthe whole 
family. 

AWARNINGA 
~ C ^ '̂̂  lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Not a lifesavBig device. Never leave chikfren unattended. Use only under competent 
supervisbn. 
• Read the owner's manual carefully t>efr>re using your Sportsstuff towable. 
• Not for use by children under six (12) years of age. 
• The watercraft driver is responsible for the towable and riders since the towable 
cannot tw controlled by the rider(s). The rkler(a) may not be able to see where 
he/she is going. 
• Always have an experienced watercrafl driver at the helm and always have three. 
or more people present for safe tubing-one to drive the watercraft, or>a to observe 
and one or more to ride. 
• Observer in the t>oat/watercraft should keep tha driver aware of the towable 
rkler(8) status. 
• Always keep a k>okout for other boats/watercrafts, swimmers, towables, and 
other obatructkins in the water. Stay away from other boats and personal water-
craft, docks, pilings, bridges, shallow water and the shore. 
• The watercrafl driver shoukl avoid excessive speed or sharp tums wrhich might 
cause the towable to flip over, resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
• Never exceed 20 mph vrfien towing adults or 15 mph with chikiren. 
• Use a tow rope speciffcatly designed fbr the V\^GO 
• Never operate ttw boat/v/atercraft or ride the towable under tho influence of ateohol 
or other drugs. 
• Never place urists or feet through the handles or towing hamess. 
• Rklers should keep arms and f s ^ out of ttie water. 
• Do rrot exceed ttw manufacturers recommended ruimber of riders for your 
particular tube. 
• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs average tensile strength for pulling a single 
person, 2375 lbs average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs average 

< y 

/ Q l 



060614HCC3606 

GeneralTowableManual2006. qxd 11/10/05 / ^ 2 6 PM Page 2 ^ 

<y-

tensile strength for pulling three people and 4100 lt>s average tensile strengtti for 
pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rape should be at least 45 feet in 
length but not exceed 65 feet. 
• The stress on the rope is different from the stress on the ftibe, arKl will vary with 
the weight of ths passengers, design, and surface area of the tutw. 
• Mways wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type III (PFD) ski vest or as recom
mended by proper govemment authorities. 
• Use this product only on water. 
• Know your limits. Stop when you're tired. Act responsibly. Be in good physical 
condition and be cautious in your use of this or any other towable. 
• Do not use this unit when it is under-inflated. The rislra involved with this could 
irKlude entrapnient vi4iich may result in death or serious injury. 

The manufacturer, Sportsstuff, tt\c., does not have control over the use of this product 
and assumes no liability therein. Under rra circumstances is Sportsstuff or the seller, 
liable for any loss, damage, injury or expenses of any kind arising out of the use of 
this product. It is the resportsibility of the user to determine the proper suitability 
and safety of the product during normal use. This product is subject to age, wear 
and detertoration from use and weather conditions. We strongly recommend that 
you inspect the product on a regular basis. 

REPLACING PRODUCT PARTS: 

If a leak or problem is suspected wrth your tube, locate the valves,deflate the item 
and remove the inflatable PVC bladder to inspect possible problem areas. Contact 
Sportsstuff warranty department for prompt parts replacement if a problem is 
located. For non-warranty parts replacement, folk>w the same procedure. When a . 
replacement is received, follow the steps below: 

1. Unfold the cover and lay the bladder out. 
2. Locate the bladder and the inflation vahre. Carefully place the PVC bladder inside 
the cover of the product in the appropriate location. 
3. Line up tf>e valve with the valve opening in the cover. 
4. Refer to ttte WEOO manual for further assembly information. 

MAINTENANCE: 

Very little care Is required for the bladder or cover. 
• You may clean your towable using soap and water or mikJ detergent. 
• Never use strong dealing agents. 
• The towable. when clean and dry, can be deflated and stored in a cool, dry area 
out of direct sunlight. 
• To deflate, simply unfasten the entire valve from the base. 
• Avoid storing this product in areas of extreme temperatures and please take pre
cautions against animals and rodents. 
• Bright colored fabric covers used on the towable may bleed or fade when initialty 
wet. Protect all boat interiors and all other surfaces from possible staining. 

TOW ROPE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SPORTSSTUFF PRODUCTS: 

• The watercraft owner/operator is responsible for informing all the persons riding 
or using tow ropes of the WSIA Recommendations for tow ropes. Improper use of 
your tube and rope could result In serious injury or death. 
• Foltovî ng are the WSIA {Water Sport Industry Association) Recommendatk>ns for 
tow ropes (Do not exceed recommended rider capacity for your tube): 

< y 
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Number of Rklers Combined Weight of Riders Rope Tensile Strength 
One min lOOIbs-max 200 Ibs ' 1500 Itw 

• A standvd tow rope shoukl not exceed 65 feet. 
• lira tow rope should be assembled in a manner appropriate for the watercraft 
and tow tube. 
• Please check alt rope connectbns for frays, cuts, sharp edges, krwts and wear 
and tear t>efore each use. Discard any ropes that appear to be wom. It is 
recommerKled tfiat you replace each tow rope at the beginning of tf>e twating season. 
• Tow ropes are subject to stretching during use. Please wam ridere and persons 
in the boat/wateroraft of the danger of ropes recoiling. 
• DO NOT place arms, legs or head in the handle sectkxi as serious injury may result. 
• Ensure that the tow rape Is free from all body parts prior to towing a rkler and 
v/hile the tube is in use. 
• Do not use a tow rope with a bungee material to pull skiere or riders. This type of 
apparatus couki also result in serious injury or death to the tube rider or 
passengere in the boat/wateroraft. 
• Ropes will deteriorate with direct sunlight exposure. Please store away from 
direct sunlight and discard any rope that is frayed, discolored or raveling. 
• Do not add hardware to this product that is not supplied by Sportsstuff. 
• Avoid the propeller and engine at al) times. Should the rope'become tangled in 
the propeller, shut off the engine and remove key from ignition before retrieving 
rape from prapeller. 

, WARNING! GENERAL USE AND SAFETY: 

• When using a Sportsstuff product, you are engaging in an exciting recreational 
activity with inherent risks. Act responsibly and only use your product with the 
awareness of and willingness to accept the risks involved. 
• Read al) instructk>ns and wamings provided to you in this owner's manual and 
tfiose printed on the product. Do not discard this manual. 
• As in any recreatkmal activity, reckless use, misuse, inexperierKe and/or neglect 
of the praper equipment used may resutt in serious injury or death. 
• Visually inspect the towable and tow rope tiefore each use. Do not use if product 
or tow rope is damaged in any way. 
• This product is NOT for use by children under 12 years of age. 
• Never leave chiktren unattended. Use only under competent superviskxi. 
• Sportsstuff products are NOT to be used for rental use. 
• Do not consume ak:ohol or other drugs while using this product Even small 
quantities of ateohol and other drugs can impair judgment, balance, and coordination 
which can greatly affects one's performance, 
• Make sure all ridere are wearing a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) approved life 
vest at at all times. 
• Be consckKJS of tfie weattier condrttens as vraattier changes can occur very quickly. 
• Check with your state or tecal govemment to leam ttwir specific legal requirements 
coriceming towables and towing. 
• Use tow ropes that are desigried specifically for towables with WSIA (Water 
Sports Industry Associatkin) break strength guktelines. 

< y 

, WARNING! BOAT DRIVERS NOTICE;/i 

• The boat/wateroraft driver has the uttimate responsibility for the safety of the 
ridere. 
• Carefully survey the water before you t>egin towing riders. 
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• Do Not pull a towable without a rider. A towabte is designed to have a rkter in 
order to balance the weight distribution of the product 
• Be aware of water conditions along with changes in the weather. The condition 
of tbe water greatly influences the type of ride tiie rider will have. Please take into 
consideratkin the age and physical ability of your rider. 
• It is the txjat/watercreff driver's responsibility to instruct the riders how to ride a 
towable. The boat/watercraft driver should carefully instruct the riders of potential 
risks and possible injury that may occur if they partake in earless behavk>r. 
> At the l>eginning of the rkle, carefully take the slack out of the tow rope. Never 
jerk start a towable. After ttie rider has signaled that he/she is ready, tfie driver can 
sk>wly bring the towable to a planing point. 
• Most towables will plane out at 10 to 20 mph, depending on the weight of the 
rider. It is important to keep the nose of the item up until the item is planing. 
• Ttie resistance of the product varies widsly with these factore: boat speed, tums, 
water conditkms, rujmber of riders and their weigtit, towable size, sttape and function. 
The boat/watercraft driver should adjust the boat speed to frt these situations to 
minimize resistance of the towable. 
• Use in wide, open spaces. Stay atleast 100 yards from shallow water, shore, 
rocks, boats, docks and buoys. Most accidents happen on turns and in congested 
areas. 
• The boat/wateroraft driver determines the speed and the action of the towable in 
turns and when crossing the boat/wateroraft wake. In the straigttt-a-ways, the 
boat/watercraft towing speed is the same as the towable speed. Th^ towable 
speed will increase when the tjoat/wateroraft makes a 90 to 180 degrees turn 
without increasing the boat/watercraft speed. If the boat/watercraft speed is 20 
mph, the towable speed can t̂ e 30-40 mph. The "slingshot effect" sends the user 
outward from the center of the towable. Be aware of the limitations of the rider. 
• Large wakes combined with the wave action and speed can contribute to a 
rough ride. Use a safe speed ttiat enables the towable to plane out. The 
boat/wateroraft driver should adjust the boat/watercraft speed and tums fo fit the 
water conditions and the age, experience, skill and physical strength of the rkler. 
• Excessive speed or stiarp tums migtit cause the tube to flip over abruptly, possibly 
causing serious injury to the rider, 
• If the towable overturns, the boat/watercraft driver shoukl not exceed 5 mph 
until the towable is upright again. 
• Under nomnal conditions, the maximum safe speed for adults is 20 mph. Safe 
speeds for children are less than 15 mph, depending on the age and physical 
capability of the chtUl. 
• Please make sure your tx>at/watercraff is tow-worthy and fms the appropriate 
horsepower to pull rider(s) and the tow tube. Os not exceed the boat/wateroraft 
passenger capacity. 
• Extreme drag forces can develop when pulling this tube. Please use towable in 
calm water. Heavy waves or ctioppy conditions can create nwre drag or even resutt 
in a submarine or anchor effect 
• Extreme drag forces may also resutt if: the rider(s} fall off, the tube noses In or 
tips over and water fills cockpit/seating area. The boat/watercraft operator should 
imrhediately slow or stop to eliminate this factor. 
• Death or serious injury can result from the sutjmarine or anchor effect causing 
more extreme drag forces on ttie tow rope and/or tow point. Tfie tow rope migtit 
tiave too much stress and either break and snap back at the riderfs) or other 
occupants of ttie boat, tt is the boat driver's responsibifrty to make sure this does 
not occur. 

< y 
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• Do not exceed the weight guklellnes of your boat. Do not allow passengers to 
hang outstele ttie boat or side on tt ie gunwales (sides/edges of the boat) outskle 
the normal seating area of the boat. Uneven weight distribution or additk>na] 
weight may affect the handling of tt ie boat. Never allow water to overf low ttie gun
wales (sides/edges of the boat) of the boat. 

I WARNING! BOAT OWNERS WITH HIGH TOWER AND PYLONS / 

• Tow/Ski towers are not designed for use wrth any inflatable tube towing. 
• Use only lifting eyes/transoms or toumament-rated ski pyk>ns for towing tut>es. 
• Consult your boat's manufacturer if you are unsure of it's tournament rating. 
• Do not tow any inflatable f rom a ski eye. 
• Any tow pylon or ski pykan installed after market is not intended for inflatable 
tutM towing. 
• Death or serious injury may result if an unapproved sld/tow pykm is used. 

< y 

A WARNING! SPOTTERS NOTICE: A 

• Always use a spotter (otiserver) in the txiat to communicate the needs of the 
rkler to the driver. 
• The spotter must bo the eyes of the driver and the rider, always alert to recog
nize possible danger so proper action can be taken to avoid any risk to the rider. 
• If ttie towable overturns, ttie tx>at/watercraft driver should not exceed 5 mph 
until the towable is upright again. 
• The spotter should hold up a safety flag cautkming alt other boaters that riders 
are In the water. 

L WARNING! RIDERS NOTICE: A 

• Do not use this items as a personal flotation devtee. 
• Oo not exceed the manufacturers recommended numtier of rklera for your par
ticular tutM. 
• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs average tensile strength for pulling a single 
pereon, 2375 lbs average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 lbs average 
tensile sttength for pulling three people and 4100 lbs average tensile sttength for 
pulling four people on an inflatable tutje. The tow rope should be at least 45 feet in 
length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
• Only use this product with a responsible traat/watercraft operator w tw knows 
how to effectively operate the equipment. 
• This pnaduct shoukl be used in water only. Do not launch f rom dock or land. 
• Do not use near pil ing, docks, shores or shallow water or other obstructions tt iat 
could cause serious injury to the rider. 
• Carefully instruct the other ridere the proper way to attach rope and operate the 
towabte. 
• DO NOT strap or attach arms or legs to cover or tube. Never place hands or 
feet in between ttie tube or cover. 
• This item h a s n o braking or steering mechanism and can develop high speeds 
under certain towing condit ions. Use at your ovm riskl 
• This product is not a life saving device. 
• Take necessary breaks when you are t ired. 
• Never get near the propeller with the engine running, even if it is in neutral. 
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GENERAL TROUBLE SHOOTING GUIDE: 

Symptom: Product won't hokl air. 
Solution: Ctwck to see ttiat the valve is fastened property. Re-fasten valve if need
ed. Check to see if the product was inflated fully from the beginning. If you sus
pect it wasn't inflated fully, add more air. PVC Repair Adhesive is availabte from 
Sportsstuff at www.sportsstuff.com or 888-614-8833 for sn\all tiole or seam repaire. 

Symptom: Valve is leaking 
Solution: Listen closely to tiear if arr is leaking. Be sure ttie valve and cap are 
screwed in or fastened straigtit and are tight. Leakage can occur rf the valve is not 
fastened correctly. 

Syrrqjtom: Product inflates but doe»i't become fimn. 
Solution: Please check to make sure it was inflated firmly with a high volume air 
pump. If you are sure you inflated it properly, fully assess it for a lesUc or re-fasten 
the valve. If a leak is detected, the bladder may be patched by using Sportsstuff 
PVC Adtwsive whteh can l » pur<^ased directly from Sportsstuff. 

Symptom: Cover is very loose (Applies only to products with covere). 
Solution: Please check to make sure that your product is inflated fully and the tube 
is in place. TTie cover stiouki frt snugly over the well-inflated tut>e. If the cover 
remains loose, add more air. See also the INFLATION section of this manual. 

WARRANTY POLICY: 

Sportsstuff warrants, to the original purchaser only, that their high performance 
products, Vtffven used for normal recreational purposes, are free from defects in 
material and workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from ttie date of pur-
ctiase. This warr̂ mty does NOT cover; products for rental, for hire and ottier uses 
not considered for normal recreational purposes; nor punctures, cuts, abrasions in 
normal use. For fvompt parts replacement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstuff 
directly at 886-814-8833. Replacement parts are shipped within 48 tioura of notifi
cation Monday through Friday. Do not retum to your dealer (USA ONLY). This war
ranty is only valid In the USA. 

tf you have any questions about any Sportsstuff, Inc. f»'oduct, replacement parts or 
kxating a dealer in your area, contact us at: 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
Toll Free; 888-814-8833 
Tel: 402-592-9086 
Fax: 402-592-1354 
E-mail: customercareOsportsstuff.com 

Warranty registration is availat>l6 on-line at: ht^://wvnv.sportsatuff.com 

Prior authorization is required for retumed mercfiandise. fto credit will be given for 
a pnxluct ttiat is sent back wittiout prior auttiorization from Sportsstuff, Inc. After 
receiving an authorization numtjer, please ship retumed products to the following 
address; 

Sportsstuff, Inc. Retum Center 
11213 E Circle, SuiteA 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(Please label package with RA #) 

< y 
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WATERSPORTS RESPONSIBILITY CODE 
B« i w i r s tttat ttwrt ar* • l « n m t i or risk Iri boiUnfh tkllrtg, arid rfcflng th i t common 
•ans* and partonil mnronoM c«n help roduce. Know your abllttyltval and i t iy 
vrtthkilL 
To Incrsase your Mlovment of tha aport follow tfM "Wrtiraporta Raaporttlblllty Cods*. 
It ta your raqwftalbl l l^ to: 

• Famlllarto yourtf l f wtth all af^lieabla laws, tha rtaka biharant In tha aport n i 
propar uas of the aqulpRMiL 

• tOww tha w i t s n n y t whara you will ba aiding or rkflnft. Oo not aU or rida In 
ahalhw watar, near ahora, docka, pitlnga awlmman or othtr watarcnfL 

• Alwaya hava a paraon othar than t h * boat drfvar u an obaanrar and agraa on 
hmd > K ^ l s bafor* stullnQ. 

• Alwaya waar a U,S. Coaat Ouard 1VP* 111 (PFD) v*at 
• Read your owner'a manual and InspacI your •qidpmant prtor to uaa. 
• SU or rM* wHhJn your IbnRs. Alwaya akt or rida In confrol and at ipeeda 
appiopriata for your i d ) l % 

• Always tum IgnltkMi off whan anyone la nav watarcrafi powar drtv* unit 
• Carbon Monoxida (CO) polaoning from ongln* axhauat may cauaa Injury or 
death. Navar 'Platfonn Drag" or touch a awfen platform whila tha angina ta 
mnning. 

• Not operst* wtlareratt, aU or ride under tha tnlluenc* of alcohol or dniga. 
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Tab 4 (b) 

TAB 4(B) - ROPE FOR TOWING INFLATABLE TUBE: ON PRODUCT WARNING 
[In the following waming, fill in the appropriate information for the strength of the rope.] 

A WARNING 
Use ofthis product and participation in tiie sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
1. Inspect rope and connector before each use. Do not use if damaged. 
2. Make sure rope is not wrapped around part of anyone's body during use. 
3. Rope stretches during use. Breakage can cause rope to snap back and may hit the occupants or 

user, which could result in injury. 
4. This rope is intended only for towing up to a maximum of [one, two, three, four] people or 

[170, 340, 510, 680] pounds on an inflatable tube. Any other use may cause rope failure. 
5. Read Operator's Manual before use. Do not remove warning. 

SPECIAL MANUFACTURERS INSTRUCTIONS: [Insert appropriate number of people and 
corresponding weight for ropes you are selling.] 

MANUFACTURER'S GUIDELINES FOR USE 

1) The waming is FOR USE ON ROPE FOR TOWING INFLATABLE TUBE. 

2) Waming should be securely attached to the tow rope within six feet of rope where it attaches to 
inflatable tube. Waming should be attached in a manner that should be resistant to degradation 
caused by sun, salt, gasoline, abrasion, etc. 

3) Use only an easily readable font style. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

4) Use highly contrasting colors. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

5) Waming should be "boxed" and "headlined" WARNING, with an orange background behind the 
upper "Warning" Box. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

6) Waming should be placed in a conspicuous location so that there is a likelihood it will be seen by 
user prior to use. 

7) Manufacturer should list on the tube rope packaging and in the instructions the maximum number 
of riders intended for towing using this tube rope, and list the average tensile strength ofthe rope. 

8) Printed material such as in an Operator's Manual that includes the waming does not need to have 
the orange color in the upper box. 

This information is presented as guidelines for manufacturers and suppliers to inform users. Due to the 
unique design or proprietary style of some devices or sporting equipment, changes to the document(s) 
may be necessary in word content. This will prevent conflict of statements and permit new innovative 
changes and designs to products, while still following the intent ofthe message. 

Tab 4 (c) 
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TAB 4(C) ~ OPERATOR'S MANUAL: SKI TOW ROPE AND ROPE FOR TOWING 
INFLATABLE TUBE: 

SKI TOW ROPE 

A WARNING 
Use of this product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
1. Inspect rope, handle and connectors before each use. Do not use if damaged. 
2. Make sure rope is not wrapped around part of anyone's body during use. 
3. Rope stretches during use. Sudden release of handle can cause rope and handle to snap back 

and may hit the occupants or user, which could result in injury. 
4. This rope is intended only for towing a single person on water skis, wake/kneeboards, or 

barefooting. Any other use may cause rope failure. 
5. Read Operator's Manual before use. Do not remove warning. 

[In the following waming, fill in the appropriate information for the strength ofthe rope.] 

ROPE FOR TOWING INFLATABLE TUBE 

A WARNING 
Use of this product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
1. Inspect rope and connector before each use. Do not use if damaged. 
2. Make sure rope is not wrapped around part of anyone's body during use. 
3. Rope stretches during use. Breakage can cause rope to snap back and may hit the occupants or 

user, which could result in injury. 
This rope is intended only for towing up to a maximum of [one, two, three, four] people or 4. 

[170, 340, 510, 680] pounds on an inflatable tube. Any other use may cause rope failure. 
5. Read Operator's Manual before use. Do not remove warning. 

SPECIAL MANUFACTURERS INSTRUCTIONS: [Insert appropriate number of people and corresponding weight for 
ropes you are selling. 

PRODUCT INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNINGS 

Watersports can be safe and fun for all levels of enthusiasts. The Operator's Manual is presented to 
enhance your enjoyment ofthe sport. It is intended to alert you to some ofthe potentially dangerous 
conditions that can arise in all watersports. 

To reduce the risk ofinjury or death, follow these guidelines: 
• It is theresponsibility ofthe watercraft owner/operator to know and inform all persons riding or 

using tow ropes ofthe information presented herein. Unsafe operation by watercraft driver will 
endanger you and others. 

• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling a single person, 2375 
lbs. average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 lbs average tensile strength for pulling 
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for three people and 4100 lbs. tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The 
tow rope should be at least 50 feet in length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
The stress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and will vary with the weight of 
the passengers, design, and surface area of the tube. 

• Check the rope, handle, and/or connectors for frays, cuts, sharp edges, knots, or wear before 
each use. Discard rope if any such condition exists or if rope appears to be wom. Such 
conditions may lead to breaks which can cause rope to snap back and may hit the occupants of 
the watercraft >Â hich could result in injury or death; 

• Never put arms, legs or head in. the handle section, since injury or death may result. Never wrap 
rope around any part of your body prior to or during use or when retrieving rope. 

• Do not use a toW rope with elastic or bungee material to pull skiers or riders. Such an addition 
can break or stretch which may lead to injury of users or occupants of watercraft. 

• Rope is subject to deterioration when exposed to direct sunhght. The life ofthe product will be 
extended when stored away from sunlight. 

• The product should be replaced wheii sigis of deterioration appear, indicated by the existence of 
discoloratioii, wearing, fraying or raveling^ Sonie chemicals may affect therope. If the product 
become tacky or changes color or appearance, do not use. 

• Do not add hardware or attachments that are not otherwise supplied by the manufacturer. 

WATERSPORTS SAFETY CODE; 

Watersports are fun and challenging but involve inherent risks ofinjury or death. To increase your 
enjoyment ofthe sport and to reduce your risks, use common sense and follow these rules: 

Before vou start: 
• Famiharize yourself with all applicable federal, state and local laws, the risks inherent in the 

sport and the proper use of the equipment. 
• Know the waterways. 
• Always have a person other than the driver as an observer 
• Skier/rider, observer and driver must agree on hand signals. 
• Neverstart out until skier/rider signals he/she is ready. 
• Carbon Monoxide (CO) poisoning from engine exhaust may cause injury or death. Do not sit 

on the boat transom or swim platform while the engine is mnning. These activities may lead to 
excessive CO exposure which may cause injury or death. If you can smell engine exhaust 
while in the boat, do not stay seated in that position for prolonged periods. Never "Platform 
Drag" by holding onto the swim platfonn or be dragged directly behind the boat. An 
improperly tuned engine will produce excessive exhaust. Have your engine checked and 
corrected by a mechanic. Changing boat speed or direction relative to the wind can reduce or 
increase boat exhaust from accimiulating near the boat and rider. Consult your boat Owners 
Manual, or the United States Coast Guard's website: www.uscgboating.org for more 
information on how to help protect others and yourself from the dangers of CO poisoning 

• Use caution and common sense. 
• Do not exceed the weight guidelines of your boat. Only use water ballast and people for 

additional weight. Do not allow passengers to hang outside the boat or sit on the gunwales 
outside the normal seating area ofthe boat. Uneven weight distribution or additional weight 
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may affect the handling ofthe boat. Never allow water to overflow the gunwales of your 
boat. 

Your equipment and vour tow rope: 
• Inspect all equipment prior to use. Check bindings, fins, tube and attachment point, and 

flotation device prior to each use. Do not use if damaged. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) vest. 
• Rope should be attached to the watercraft in an approved fashion with hardware designed for 

towing. Refer to your watercraft manual for instructions on proper tow rope attachment. 
• Tow ropes stretch during use. If a rope breaks or is suddenly released, it can snap back into 

the watercraft. Wam all riders, skiers and occupants ofthe danger of rope recoil. 
• When in the boat, keep away from the tow rope to avoid injury. Passengers can be hit, or 

become entangled in the rope. 
• Inspect tow rope and its attachments before using. Do not use tow rope if frayed, knotted 

or damaged. Replace when signs of excessive deterioration are indicated by discoloration, 
broken filaments, unraveling or other obvious signs of wear on the rope or hardware. 

• Use proper tow rope for the activity. 
• Ensure tow rope is clear of all body parts prior to starting out or during use. 
• Keep persons and ropes away from propeller when engine is miming, even in neutral. 

Should rope become entangled in propeller, SHUT OFF ENGINE AND REMOVE 
IGNITION KEY BEFORE RETRIEVE^G ROPE. 

When vou ski or ride: 
• Attempting land or dock starts can increase the risk of injury or death. USE THIS 

PRODUCT ONLY ON WATER. 
• Always remove any slack in the rope between watercraft and skier/ rider before starting. 

Sudden shock loads may cause injury to skier/rider or failure of rope, resulting in snap-back 
or breakage. 

• Do not ski or ride in shallow water, near shore, pilings, docks, rafts, swimmers, other boats 
or other obstacles. Such obstacles are examples of risks that are inherent in the sport. 

• The driver and skier/rider must watch for and be able to stop or tum to avoid obstacles. 
• Always ski or ride in conttol and at speeds appropriate for your ability, limits. Do not ski or 

ride over ramps or jumps without prior instmction. 
• Falling and the injuries that may result are inherent risks in the sport. 
• Use a flag to signal to others that a skier or rider is in the water. 
• Driver must use exfra caution approaching a fallen skier/rider and keep eye contact on fallen 

skier/rider at all times. 
• Put the boat in neutral when near a fallen skier/rider. Tum the engine off when people are 

getting into or out ofthe boat, or in the water near the boat. 
• Do not operate watercraft, ski or ride under the influence of alcohol or dmgs. 

THE WARNINGS AND PRACTICES SET FORTH ABOVE IN THE WATERSPORTS 
SAFETY CODE REPRESENT SOME COMMON RISKS ENCOUNTERED BY USERS. THE 
CODE DOES NOT PURPORT TO COVER ALL INSTANCES OF RISK OR DANGER. 
PLEASE USE COMMON SENSE AND GOOD JUDGMENT. 
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Please contact us ifyou have any questions on the proper selection, function, or safe use ofthis 
product. 

MANUFACTURER'S INSTRUCTIONS 

The information above should be PROVIDED TO THE PURCHASER OF A SKI TOW ROPE 
AND ROPE FOR TOWING INFLATABLE TUBE at the time of sale. The specific type of delivery 
vehicle {i.e. warranty card, release form) is to be at the option of each manufacturer. 

Manufacturer should supply address information including mailing address, phone, email, and toll free 
numbers if available in the Operator's Manual. 

2 1 

i^. \ - . r . / ^ ^ > 



Tab 5 (a) 

TAB 5(A) - INFLATABLE TUBE: ON PRODUCT WARNING 

AWARNING 

Use of this product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
• Do not use at speeds that exceed skills of the rider. Boat speed should never exceed 20 mph for 

adults and 15 mph for children. 
This product should never be used by children except under adult supervision. 
This is not a personal floatation device. 
Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type HI (PFD) vest. 
Never place wrists or feet through handles or towing harness. Ensure tow rope is clear of all body 
parts prior to or during use. 
Rider should keep feet out of the water. 
Watercraft driver is responsible for the ride since the tube cannot be controlled by the rider. 
Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
Watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which might cause the tube to flip 
over abruptly resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
Do not tow in shallow water or near shore, docks, pilings, swimmers or other boats. 
Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling a single person, 2375 Ibs. 
average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling for 
three people and 4100 Ibs. tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow 
rope should be at least 50 feet in length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
Do not operate watercraft, or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Read Operator's Manual before use. 

MANUFACTURER'S GUIDELINES FOR USE 

1) This waming is FOR USE ON TOWABLE TUBES. 

2) Waming should be securely attached to (or printed on) the tube or surrounding skirt in a marmer 
that should be resistant to degradation caused by sun, salt, gasoline, abrasion, etc. 

3) Use only an easily readable font style. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

4) Use only highly contrasting colors. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

5) Waming should be "boxed" and "headlined" WARNING, with an orange background behind 
the upper "Warning" Box. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

6) Waming should be placed in a conspicuous location so that there is a likelihood it will be seen 
prior to use. 

7) Printed material such as in an Operator's Manual that includes the waming does not need to 
have the orange color in the upper box. 

SPECIAL MANUFACTURING INSTRUCTIONS 
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8) Manufacturer should list on the packaging and in the instructions the maximum number of 
riders recommended for the product, and the average tensile sfrength ofthe rope necessary for 
pulling the tube and its rider(s). 

[Insert appropriate number of people for this tube, corresponding average weight for the people, and 
the average tensile sfrength ofthe rope required in the following message which should appear on the 
packaging.] 

Average Rope 
Number of Riders Average Weiaht of Riders Tensile Strength 

One 170 Lbs. 1500 Lbs. 
Two 340 Lbs. 2375 Lbs. 

Three 510 Lbs. 3350 Lbs. 
Four 680 Lbs. 4100 Lbs. 

AWARNING 

Use of this product and participation in the sport of tubing involves inherent risks of injury or death. Before 
using this tube, read the owner's manual carefully. 
This tube is designed to carry no more than persons or Ibs. 
Use a tow rope of at least Ibs. Average tensile strength for pulling this tube and its rider(s). 
The stress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and will vary with the weight of the 
passengers, design, and surface area of the tube. 

This information is presented as guidelines for manufacturers and suppliers to inform users. Due to the 
unique design or proprietary style of some devices or sporting equipment, changes to the document(s) 
may be necessary in word content. This will prevent conflict of statements and permit new innovative 
changes and designs to products, while still following the intent ofthe message. 

Manufacturer should supply address information including mailing address, phone, email, and toll free 
numbers if available in the Operator's Manual. 
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Tab 5(b) 

TAB 5(B) - OPERATOR'S MANUAL: INFLATABLE TUBE 

A WARNING 

Use of this product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
• Do not use at speeds that exceed skills of the rider. Boat speed should never exceed 20 mph for 

adults and 15 mph for children. 
This product should never be used by children except under adult supervision. 
This is not a personal flotation device. 
Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type 111 (PFD) vest. 
Never place wrists or feet through handles or towing harness. Ensure tow rope is clear of all body 
parts prior to or during use. 
Rider should keep feet out of the water. 
Watercraft driver is responsible for the ride since the tube cannot be controlled by the rider. 
Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
Watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which might cause the tube to flip 
over abruptly resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
Do not tow in shallow water or near shore, docks, pilings, swimmers or other boats. 
Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling a single person, 2375 Ibs. 
average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling for 
three people and 4100 Ibs. tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow 
rope should be at least 50 feet in length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
Do not operate watercraft or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Read Operator's Manual before use. 

PRODUCT INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNINGS 

Watersports can be safe and fun for all levels of enthusiasts. The Operator's Manual is presented to 
enhance your enjoyment ofthe sport. It is intended to alert you to some ofthe potentially dangerous 
conditions that can arise in all watersports. 

To reduce the risk of injury or death, follow these guidelines: 

Carefully read this manual and follow the instmctions. 
Only use your tube with a responsible watercraft operator who knows how to operate a 
watercraft properly. 
Take all reasonable precautions in the use and operation of your tube and boat. 
Teach anyone using your tube how to attach it to the rope, how to ride it, and how to maintain 
it. . 
Use a single tube for not more than one rider and no more than two riders for a double tube. 
Do not exceed the manufacturer's recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
If the tube is designed for more than one person, take exfra precaution to avoid colliding with 
one another. 
The sfress on the rope is different from the sfress on the tube, and will vary with the weight of 
the passengers, design, and surface area of the tube. 
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Never sfrap or attach anyone to the tube or cover. Never put your feet or hands through the 
strapping ofthe towing system or handles. Never wedge your hands or feet under the cover or 
between the cover and the tube. 
Never attempt jumps or dangerous tricks with your tube. If more than one tube is being towed, 
avoid collisions with other tubes. 
Scout the area before use to avoid any debris or obstacles that might present a safety hazard. 
Know your own limits. Stop when you are tired. Act responsibly. Be in good physical 
condition and be cautious in your use ofthis or any other towable tube. 
Check the rope and cormector for frays, cuts, sharp edges, knots, or wear before each use. 
Discard rope if any such condition exists or if rope appears to be wom. Such conditions may 
lead to breaks. 
Do not use tow rope with elastic or bimgee material to pull skiers or riders. Such an addition 
can break or sfretch which may lead to injury of users or boat occupants. 
Rope is subject to deterioration when exposed to direct sunlight. The life ofthe product will 
be extended when stored away from sunlight. 
The tow rope should be replaced when signs of deterioration appear, indicated by the existence 
of discoloration, wearing, fraying or raveling. 
Do not add hardware or attachments that are not otherwise supplied by the manufacturer. 

WATERSPORTS SAFETY CODE: 

Watersports are fiin and challenging but involve inherent risks of injury or death. To increase your 
enjoyment ofthe sport and to reduce your risks, use common sense and follow these mles: 

Before vou start: 
• Familiarize yourself with all applicable federal, state and local laws, the risks inherent in the 

sport and the proper use of the equipment. 
• Know the waterways. 
• Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
• Skier/rider, observer and driver must agree on hand signals. 
• Never start out until skier/rider signals he/she is ready. 
• Carbon Monoxide (CO) poisoning from engine exhaust may cause injury or death. Do not sit 

on the boat fransom or swim platform while the engine is running. These activities may lead to 
excessive CO exposure which may cause injury or death. If you can smell engine exhaust 
while in the boat, do not stay seated in that position for prolonged periods. Never "Platform 
Drag" by holding onto the swim platform or be dragged directly behind the boat. An 
improperly tuned engine will produce excessive exhaust. Have your engine checked and 
corrected by a mechanic. Changing boat speed or direction relative to the wind can reduce or 
increase boat exhaust from accumulating near the boat and rider. Consult your boat Owners 
Manual, or the United States Coast Guard's website: www.uscgboating.org for more 
information on how to help protect others and yourself from the dangers of CO poisoning 

• Use caution and common sense. 
• Do not exceed the weight guidelines of your boat. Only use water ballast and people for 

additional weight. Do not allow passengers to hang outside the boat or sit on the gunwales 
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outside the normal seating area ofthe boat. Uneven weight distribution or additional weight 
may affect the handling ofthe boat. Never allow water to overflow the gunwales of your boat. 

Your equipment and vour tow rope: 
• Inspect all equipment prior to use. Check bindings, fins, tube and attachment point, and 

flotation device prior to each use. Do not use if damaged. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) vest. 
• Rope should be attached to the watercraft in an approved fashion with hardware designed for 

towing. Refer to your watercraft manual for instmctions on proper tow rope attachment. 
• Tow ropes stretch during use. If a rope breaks or is suddenly released, it can snap back into the 

watercraft. Warn all riders, skiers and occupants ofthe danger of rope recoil. 
• When in the boat, keep away from the tow rope to avoid injury. Passengers can be hit, or 

become entangled in the rope. 
• Inspect tow rope and its attachments before using. Do not use tow rope if frayed, knotted or 

damaged. Replace when signs of excessive deterioration are indicated by discoloration, broken 
filaments, unraveling or other obvious signs of wear on the rope or hardware. 

• Use proper tow rope for the activity. 
• Ensure tow rope is clear of all body parts prior to starting out or during use. 
• Keep persons and ropes away from propeller when engine is mnning, even in neufral. Should 

rope become entangled in propeller, SHUT OFF ENGINE AND REMOVE IGNITION KEY 
BEFORE RETRIEVING ROPE. 

When you ski or ride: 
• Attempting land or dock starts can increase the risk ofinjury or death. USE THIS PRODUCT 

ONLY ON WATER. 
• Always remove any slack in the rope between watercraft and skier/ rider before starting. 

Sudden shock loads may cause injury to skier/rider or failure of rope, resulting in snap-back or 
breakage. 

• Do not ski or ride in shallow water, near shore, pilings, docks, rafts, swimmers, other boats or 
other obstacles. Such obstacles are examples of risks that are inherent in the sport. 

• The driver and skier/rider must watch for and be able to stop or tum to avoid obstacles. 
• Always ski or ride in control and at speeds appropriate for your ability, limits. Do not ski or 

ride over ramps or jumps without prior instmction. 
• Falling and the injuries that may result are inherent risks in the sport. 
• Use a flag to signal to others that a skier or rider is in the water. 
• Driver must use exfra caution approaching a fallen skier/rider and keep eye contact on fallen 

skier/rider at all times. 
• Put the boat in neutral when near a fallen skier/rider. Tum the engine off when people are 

getting into or out ofthe boat, or in the water near the boat. 
• Do not operate watercraft, ski or ride under the influence of alcohol or dmgs. 

THE WARNINGS AND PRACTICES SET FORTH ABOVE IN THE WATERSPORTS 
SAFETY CODE REPRESENT SOME COMMON RISKS ENCOUNTERED BY USERS. THE 
CODE DOES NOT PURPORT TO COVER ALL INSTANCES OF RISK OR DANGER. 
PLEASE USE COMMON SENSE AND GOOD JUDGMENT. 

26 

AS^ 



Please contact us ifyou have any questions on the proper selection, function, or safe use ofthis 
product. 

MANUFACTURER'S INSTRUCTIONS 

The information above should BE PROVIDED TO THE PURCHASER OF AN INFLATABLE 
TUBE at the time of sale. The specific type of delivery vehicle (i.e. warranty card, release form, etc.) 
is to be at the option of each manufacturer. 

Manufacturer should supply address information including mailing address, phone, email, and toll free 
numbers if available in the Operator's Manual. 
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ON TUBE WARNING 

- 5 A WARNING 
Use of this product and participation in the sport involves inherent risl(S of injury or death. 
• Do not use at speeds that exceeds skills of tlie rider. Boat speed should never exceed 20 mph 
for adults and 15 mph for children. 

• This product should never be used by children except under adult supervision. 
• This is not a personal flotation device. ^ 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type Ili (PFD) vest. 
• Never place wrists or feet through handles or towing harness. Ensure tow rope is clear of all 
ixMJy parts prior to or during use. 

• Rider should keep feet out of the water. 
• Watercraft driver is responsible for the ride since the tube cannot be controlled by the rider. 
Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 

• Watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp lurns which might cause the tube to 
flip over abruptly resulting in serious injury to the rider. 

• Do not tow in shallow water or near shore, docks, pilings, swimmers or other boats. 
• Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
• Use a tow rope of 1500 Ibs. average tensile dtrength for pulling a single person, 2375 Ibs. 
average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling 
three people and 4100 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable 
tube. The tow rope should be at least 50 feet in length but not to exceed 65 feet. 

• Do not operate watercraft, or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
• Read Operator's Manual before use. 

'hoto #1: Water Sports Industry Association waming on regular tubing 
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3. Rope i M t d M cbving use Sudden tdeate ot h m t t can cause rope Bid 

h i t r i e to s n ^ back and IM) liH the occupantt or user «Nch eotid reaiM In 
Injur. 

4. Thii n p e i i l n M K M only for towtng a l i t t ^ person on wHir skii, tokeitoiee-
bo«d«,orbenfoatln}. tiny stiitr us* nay cause nipef i i lun. 

i . Read OperaWs Manual befa* us*. 

Ute o( Itiis product md pstidpil iai In he (port Inralvei MicnnI I M K ol hjuiy or 
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1. Iiupecl rape, h m k and coffloctm before tadi use. Oo not use if damaged. 
2. Ibke rae rope Is not wqiped Bound pert of myone'i body during loe. 
1. Rope stnUas during use. Sudden nieaie of bandh can c a m n p e and 
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HDury. 
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5. Read Operator^ Itewal before use. Oo not reniove wanting. 

ROPE WARNING TUBE ROPE WARNING 
Photo #2: Water Sports Industry Association rope and tube rope wamings 
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Glen Canyon NRA 
Determination of Public Access or Restriction 

Affected Area/Topic Common Name: 

A restriction conceming kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. 

Locadon of Affected Area: 

All waters, air, and land areas of Glen Canyon NRA. 

Nature of Action/Restriction/Closure: 

A general resfriction specific to recreational activities commonly referred to as kite 
tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. This resfriction applies to any activity requiring a 
tow vessel for the purpose of sustained air fravel above the water surface, and any water 
based recreational activity that relies on tethered parafoils, parachutes, kites, wings, or 
other tethered apparatus for propulsion across the water surface resulting in sustained air 
fravel. This restriction is not intended to limit or curtail activities associated with 
conventional recreational pursuits including sailing, sail boarding, water skiing, knee 
boarding, or wake boarding. 

Level of Scope of Closure/Restriction: 

This is a general resfriction specific to all waters and areas within Glen Canyon NRA to 
specific recreational activities known as kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. 

Proposed Regulatory Language (36 CFR section/wording): 

36 CFR 1.5 (a)2 

Kite tubing, parasailing, and similar activities requiring a tow vessel or tow vehicle for 
the purposes of providing air flight of participants and/or apparatus are prohibited within 
the boundaries of Glen Canyon NRA. Kite boarding, kite surfing, and similar tethered 
activities requiring a parasail, kite, wing, or similar tethered apparatus attached to the 
participant or floatation device, for the specific purpose of providing propulsion or air 
flight are prohibited. 

Definitions: 

Kite tubing is a generic term used to describe certain water based recreational pursuits 
involving the use of tethered floatation devices designed to rise above the surface ofthe 
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water. This term is used to describe recreational activities associated with the use of 
manufactured devices such as the WEGO "Kite Tube", SEVYLOR "Manta", and similar 
apparatus. 

Kite boarding is a generic category of recreational activities associated with floatation 
devices designed for water and air travel propelled by tethered parafoils, parachutes, 
wings, kites, or other similar apparatus. 

Parasails are a generic family of devices dependent on parafoils, parachutes, wings, or 
similar apparatus towed by vessels with long tow lines for the purposes of sustained air 
travel. 

Justification: 

In April of 2006 the first observation ofkite tubing was made at Glen Canyon NRA. 
This observation was made secondary to a call for EMS intervention to rescue a severely 
injured man who had been cmshed by a Kite Tube inverting and crashing. This person 
suffered severe trauma to their neck and chest resulting in a near drowning incident. This 
incident was documented in CI# 06 0297. Since this first accident three other severe 
injuries,(CI# 06-941, 06-1301, 06-1334), and multiple minor accidents atfributed to kite 
tubing have occurred within the recreation area. Glen Canyon staff have air lifted 4 
patients from the lake, with three suffering life threatening injuries. Subsequent 
viewings of various kite tubing promotional materials indicates a steep learning curve for 
the "operator" to estabUsh the correct balance and steering to keep the kite tube from 
veering violently from side to side and/or up and down. The manufacturer's videos show 
sequences where the kite tube appears to be primarily out of control. In addition 
numerous personal videos of actual accidents have been recorded and collected showing 
the unpredicted violent out of confrol nature ofthis activity. Due to the unpredictable 
nature ofthe crafts "flight", it is dangerous and inappropriate to permit this activity to 
occur in proximity to other visitors recreating on the lake, nor is it pmdent to allow an 
inherently unstable and dangerous activity to establish a user/participant precedent. 

Kite tubing presents many ofthe same risks as "cliff jumping" which is a prohibited 
activity in the NRA. Kite tubes have the potential to rise to 60' above the water surface 
while fraveling at speeds of 35-40 mph. Because ofthe unconfrolled nature ofkite tube 
falls or crashes, the "operator" often impacts the water surface at high speeds, near 
vertical angles, and unusual body positions, significantly increasing the risk ofinjury. 
(See attached hst of case incidents.) 

Kite boarding represents a separate, but similar, set of risks and dangers to visitors at 
Glen Canyon NRA because ofthe basic unconfrolled nature ofthe kite board and the 
attached operator which is dependent on wind to provide lift and propulsion. Kite 
boarders are dependent on air movement and have little confrol conceming the general 
direction of fravel, which may interfere with other visitors engaged in traditional water 
recreation activities such as sailing, water skiing, fishing, etc. In addition the lines and 
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cables attaching the kite boarder to the parafoil or wing pose potential safety concems to 
other boaters or park visitors that may be stmck or collide with these lines. Kite 
boarding, due to the generally unconfrolled speed and direction of fravel ofthe kite board, 
requires large, open, and empty expanses ofwater, which often is not available at Glen 
Canyon NRA because of competing visitor uses. 

Parasailing also represents potential risks and dangers to parasailing participants as well 
as other park visitors. Parasaihng requires exfremely long lines, often in excess of 1000', 
generally sfraight line boat fravel, and large open spaces of shoreline or water surface for 
landing, which increases the risk of interference or collision with other park visitors. 
Because the parasail tow boat requires sustain forward momentum to keep the parasailer 
air bome, it is exfremely difficult for the tow vessel to maneuver or stop quickly to avoid 
other vessels or water hazards. The NRA has responded to calls for emergency assistance 
and rescue services because of serious injuries sustained in parasailing accidents. (See 
attached list of case incidents.) 

Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing are incompatible with the current spectrum of 
permissible recreational opportunities available at Glen Canyon NRA. While Lake 
Powell offers what appears to be a vast expanse of open water and endless space, impacts 
and conflicts among various user groups occur frequently due to the relatively restricted 
water channels and high level of visitor use. Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing 
require large amounts of space and unpopulated surface waters and have the potential to 
dismpt established recreational pursuits. Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing may 
require long tow ropes, large open water surfaces for takeoffs and landings and, because 
of their airbome attachments can not maneuver or stop abmptly. To avoid inevitable 
accidents caused by kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing, as well as conflicts and 
accidents involving fraditional park user groups not accustomed to the special operational 
needs ofthese dangerous air bome activities, the NRA has chosen to prohibit kite tubing, 
kite boarding, and parasailing. 

(SEE ATTACHMENTS & DATA FILES) 

NEPA, Cultural Resources Requirements: 

None Required. 

Proposed by: Mark Law, Law Enforcement Specialist, GCNRA 

Proposal Implementation Date: 6-15-06 
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Method of Public Notification: 

Notification ofthis closure restriction pertaining to towed aerial watercraft will be made 
through local and regional media services, park publications, park web-site, and posted 
on area infonnation bulletin boards. (See attachments.) 

. \ 
/ Reviewed By: Mike Mayer Date 

Chief Ranger Visitor and Resource Protection 

Determination: Adopted Rejected 

Kitty L. Roberts Date 
Superintendent 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
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