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CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

l.NAME OF RESPONDENT 

4a.EMAIL ADDRESS 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK) 
unknown 

4 . C I T Y 
McKinney 

ST 
TX 

ZIPCODE 
75070 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 
McKinney 

ST 
TX 

ZIPCODE 
75070 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 
The 76" tall, 190 lb., consumer was traveling at speed of about 25 
miles per hour when he hit a gust of wind and became airborne. 
- cont -

6-. DATE 
OF 

INCIDENT(S) 
05/29/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN, / 
AGE/SEX 38 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
dislocation to the 4th tarsal in the left fc 

IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 
self 
RELATIONSHIP 
elf 

9.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 
inflaced rubber tube used in water 

BRAND NAME 
Wegi Kite Tube 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown ISSUE 43 
unknown 
866-831-5524 
unknown 07/27/2006 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
unknown 

13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
on-line retailer 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 05/25/2006 AGE 2 M 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
None pertaining to the problem. 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
yes 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
NO 

20 .DATE RECEIVED 
07/25/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

21 .RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
mlj/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670241A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1124 

26 .ENDORSER 'S NAME & T I T L E 
mlj 07/26/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

H0670241A 
Narrative Continued 

While in the air, the consumer and the inflated tube turned a 
complete 360 degrees (once) and the consumer landed upright on 
the"tube. The consumer estimates that he hit the water at about 
2 0 miles per hour. The consumer landed on the tube, but his foot 
was wedge between the tube and himself. In the process of 
getting on the boat after the incident, the consumer noticed that 
his left foot looked abnormal. 

The consumer was taken to E-Care/Urgent Care ER, 2810 Harden Blvd, 
McKinney, TX. The consumer did not need surgery, but a surgeon 
examined his left foot. X-rays were taken, a black book was 
placed on the consumer's foot to stabilize it and he was given 
crutches. The surgeon referred the consumer to an Orthopedic 
Surgeon. 

The following day, the consumer saw an Orthopedic Surgeon, who 
deadened the consumer'a left foot and popped the bone back into 
place. The consumer also suffered some ligament damage. X-rays 
were taken and they showed that the bones were back in place, 
where they were suppose to be. Pain killers were prescribed and 
the consumer had to wear the boot for several days after the 
procedure. 

The consumer plans to contact the manufacturer to inform them of 
this incident. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: CO 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

H0670241A 

Narrative Continued 

While in the air, the consumer and the inflated tiibe turned a 
complete 360 degrees (once) and the consumer landed upright on 
the tube. The consumer estimates that he hit the water at about 
2 0 miles per hour. The consumer landed on the tube, but his foot 
was wedge between the tube and himself. In the process of 
getting on the boat after the incident, the consumer noticed that 
his left foot looked abnormal.CQ aro'Hc^^VZ. 

G.J I 
The consumer was taken to E-Care/Urgent Care ER, 2810 Harden Blvd, / J 
McKinney, TX. The consumer did not need surgery, buji—a-̂ surgsoi*— ooo r 
examined his left foot. X-rays were taken, a black(booj was 
placed on the consumer's foot to stabilize it and he was given 
crutches., The surgeon referred the consumer to an Orthopedic 
Surgeon. QO 
on 
The following day, the consumer saw an Orthopedic Surgeon, who 
deadened the consumer's left foot and popped the bone back into 
place. The consumer also suffered some ligament damage. X-rays 
were taken and they showed that the bones were back in place, 
where they were suppose to be. Pain killers were prescribed and 
the consumer had to wear the Soot for several days after the 
procedure.CD 
nn 
The consumer plans to contact the manufacturer t o inform them of 

t h i s i n c i d e n t . 

D i s t r i b u t o r Phone #: 

CPSC S o u r c e : CO 



H0670241A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the 
space below. 

TVve •P^t»+5«^*^C< U T*'^ ' 5 " • • • ^ 

^ Mi^Vif w « <l f.'M«V - ^ ^ ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^' '^^• 
•:j^7 T I U b » i e A x s l o c c l t J U 'Ĥ c V ' ^ i^d~<^"^<»'"5al IH #c l e P f •f̂ p"'̂ " 

I confirm that the information in the attached report 
(including any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief 

Date 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but 
I request that you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to 
the public. 



Issue: 39 06/30/2006 Doc No: I0660483A 
06/28/2006 19:50:36 

Name = John Schreve 
Adclress = 2848 Femrite Drive 
City = Cottage Grove 
State = Wisconsin 
Zip = 53527 
Email = jackyikes(gaol.com 
Telephone = 608-838-7749 
Name of Victim = Greg 
Victim's Address = 
Victim's City = Delafield 
Victim's State = Wisconsin 
Victim's Zip = 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: I can give you more information in the next few days, or give you other names that can. Greg, 
the friend of a friend, died of intemal 
injuries after using the Wego Kite Tube on Little St. Germain lake, in St. Germain, Wisconsin. He had a broken 
clavicle, lacerated liver and 
spleen, and possibly other injuries. He died of a heart attack, caused by the stress of the lacerated liver, which was 
bleeding profusely, 
according to reports I received by voice, from a second party, reportedly after the coroner's report. I want to make 
you aware of this 
DEATH since I saw a report that you have just started an investigation into this inheritantly dangerous product. I 
hope you can get it 
removed from the marketplace. The victim was only 2 to 6 feet off the ground, yet still sustained significant bodily 
damage when the "kite 
tube" pummeled him into the water. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 44 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6-26-06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportsstuff, Inc. 
Manufacturer street address = 11213 "E" Circle (A) Omaha, NE 68137 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 
Date product purchased = June 2006 
Name Release = Do not release name 
death = yes 

H^P " 





I 0 6 6 0 4 8 3 A 

If you have any changes, additions, or conrinnents you wish to 
make conceming your attached report, please make them in the space 

<oe V^J n o / 9 V (j2orrc^^^) 

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any 
changes, additions, pr comments I have made) is accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

37W_Mk 
Dat6 ^ 

I requesi that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the pubifC. 



0: 

Doc No: I0670367A 
07/19/2006 14:42:23 

Issue: 42 07/20/2006 

Name = 
Address 
City = Seattle 
State = Washington 
Zip = 98108-1226 
Email 
Telephone 
Name of Victim = n/a 
Victim's Address = n/a 
Victim's City = n/a 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip= n/a 
Victim's Telephone = n/a 

^ / < mypffifiamfnm? cY ^ 

Incident Description: Product flipped, daughter broke vertebrae when she hit the water from 14' and 25mph. 

A product safety incident was submitted in the Amazon.com Customer Review section of an item/ASIN detail page. 
URL regarding the 
product safety review: http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000ENJSSI/ref=sr_11_1/103-3454615-2294221?% 
5Fencoding=UTF8&v=glance&n=3375251 

A customer's review posting had a product concern with the Overton's Wego Kite Tube; AM/\Z0N.C0M ASIN: 
BOOOENJSSI. The 
customer's review, titled: This is not a toy!!!!, July 9, 2006. "This is not a toy to be taken lightly. The weekend ofthe 
Fourth my daughter 
was seriously injured. She was at least 14' in the air and travelling about 24 mph when she was flipped upside down 
and slammed to the 
water headfirst. She fractured her Cl vertebrae and is very very fortunate not to have been paralyzed." 

Read news stories on the web from reputable sources. There have been deaths and very serious injuries reported 
with this device. It is 
not a toy and it cannot be controlled by the tube rider or the driver of the boat as suggested by the manufacturer. 
You are at the mercy of 
the waves and any wind current that can flip the tube. BE VERY CAREFUL BEFORE DECIDING TO PURCHASE 
THIS ITEM. 

Victim's age at time of incident = n/a 
Victim's sex = 
Date of incident = n/a 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Overton's 
Manufacturer street address = n/a 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = n/a 
Product involved still available = 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = n/a 
Date product purchased = n/a 
Name Release = Do not release name 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000ENJSSI/ref=sr_11_1/103-3454615-2294221?%25


I0670367A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space 
below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any 
changes, additions, or comments I have made) is accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

z^J±ki±k: 
Signature Date 

i request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public. 



(J Iff nj J O 

Doc No: 10670192A 
07/11/2006 15:12.49 

Issue: 41 07/13/2006 

Name • 
Address 
City = Salisbury 
state = North Carolina 
Zip = 2846 
Email • 
Telephone • 
Name of Victim =| 
Victim's Address • 
Victim's City = Salisbury 
Victim's state = North Carolina 
Victim's Zip = 28146_ 
Victim's Telephone •-

. / O O I •botfflfTfl&WWV _ i 

Incident Description: Crashed into water on SportsStuff Away WEGO Kite tube. One second I was about 5 ft off 
wather, next I was 20+ feet and unstable. 1 
am significantly bruised from waist down, torn muscles in both legs. When I hit, I was unconscious for almost 10 
min and suffered from 
memory loss. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 45 
Victim's sex = Female 
Date of incident = 7/4/2006 
Product involved = WEGO Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 
Date product purchased = Morganton, NC 
Name Release = Do not release name 





10670192A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make conceming your attached report, please make them in the space 
below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any 
changes, additions, or comments I have made) is accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

•̂  - 'xM' o i . 

K 

Signature Date 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public. 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

l .NAME OF RESPONDENT 
Lorie Robertson 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 
111 Riviera Lane 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 
unknown 

2.PHONE NO. 
919-499-4905 

4 . C I T Y 
Sanford 

4 b . I N C I D E N T 

Sanford 

(HOME) 

CITY 

(WORK) 
^unknown 

ST 
NC 

ST 

NC 

ZIPCODE 
27332 

ZIPCODE 

27332 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 
165 lb., 5'9" tall, son was riding the kite tube while being 
pulled by boat (speed unknown), driven by husband, and was 
- cont -

6 . DATE 
OF 

I N C I D E N T ( S ) 
07/05/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , 
AGE/SEX 15 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative 

OBTAIN 

<«'«g!;^^An«»«> 

8 . I F VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

Kirstopher Cole Robertson 
RELATIONSHIP 
son 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

^Ijgsnsagsv ,JS8«B«' 

10.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tubes 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 1 7 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
KC Marine 
unknown 
Sanford, NC 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 06/30/2006 AGE 5 D 

I'S.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? YES 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

2 0 . D A T E RECEIVED 
07/14/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670136A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

26 .ENDORSER•S NAME & T I T L E 
myg 07/14/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670136A 

Narrative Continued 
approximately 16' height in air. As the kite tube started to 
come down, the tube went down on its side, the abruptly 
positioned upright, injuring son's right ankle. 

Consumer, who is a nurse, examined son's injury and conducted Rx 
at home. 

The following day, consumer re-examined son's ankle and noticed 
that this ankle had become swollen. 

Consumer said prior to riding the kite tube, both son and husband 
watched a video instruction, demonstrating proper riding. 

07/06/2006 Consumer took son to Health Pavilion North in 
Fayetteville, NC, where x-rays were performed. Physician 
Assistant (name unknown) determined the bone remained intact. 
PA placed son's* right ankle in a temporary cast. Son was 
released same day. Consumer said medical registration rep. (name 
unknown) commented that another patient had come in with similar 
injuries as result of riding kite tube. 

07/13/2006 Consumer took son to visit with orthopedic physician. 
Dr. Bradley Broussard, 4140 Fern Creek Drive, Suite 801, 
Fayetteville, 28314, 910-484-2171, who conducted another x-ray 
and confirmed break to son's ankle. Physician determined surgery 
was not needed and placed another temporary cast. 

Consumer feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY 



H0670136A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the 
space below. 

/ f c : , f./JK.u «w 11--î  

I confirm that the Information in the attached report 
(including any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

^ ^ . 1 A6W.*a>W^^ Al t -K 
Signature Date 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but 
1 request that you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to 

the public. 



} 

CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670136A 

Narrative Continued 
approximately 16' height in air. As the kite tube started to 
come down, the tube went down on its side, the abruptly 
positioned upright, injuring son's right ankle. DD 
DD 
Consumer, who is a nurse, examined son's injury and conducted Rx 
at home. DD 

on 
The following day, consumer re-examined son's ankle and noticed 
that this ankle had become swollen. DD 

on 
Consumer said prior to riding the kite tube, both son and husband 
watched a video instruction, demonstrating proper riding. DD 

DD 
07/06/2006 Consumer took son to Health Pavilion North in /-v. l/JL*-' 
Fayetteville, NC, where x-rays were perforrof><;̂  Phygi'-inn .^ jCl-t •4vi-r*.«-'*̂  ^ ^ ^ '^ 
Assistant (name unknown) determined th(5̂  bone remained intact. 2 'iV'̂ ^̂ *—̂ "̂̂  
PA placed son's right ankle in a temporsfty cast, uon was 
released same day. Consumer said medical registration rep. (name 
unknown) commented that another patient had come in with similar 

, injuries—as result of riding kits~fe«b«^—33 -- •• - • — — — -— 
DD • 
07/13/2006 Consumer took son to visit with orthopedic physician, 
Dr. Bradley Broussard, 4140 Fern Creek Drive, Suite 301, 
Fayetteville, 28314, 910-484-2171, who conducted another x-ray 
and confirmed break to son's ankle. Physician determined surgery 
was not needed and placed another temporary cast. DD 

DD 
Consumer feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard. 
Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

l .NAME OF RESPONDENT 2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK) 
unknown 

3.STREET ADDRESS 4 . C I T Y 
Fowlerville 

ST 
Ml 

ZIPCODE 
48836 

4a.EMAIL ADDRESS 
unknown 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 

Fowlerville 

ST 
Ml 

ZIPCODE 

48836 

5 . D E S C R I B E INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON I N J U R I E S 

170 lb., 5'11" tall, husband was riding the kite tube while being 
pulled by boat (driven by nephew) at about 3 0 miles per hour, 
- cont -

6 . DATE 
OF 

I N C I D E N T ( S ) 
07/06/2006 

OBTAIN 

//T^ 
A' 

. I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , 
AGE/SEX 37 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative ooMian8:--«Esĵ „ 

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 
self 
RELATIONSHIP 
self 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

10.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tube 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR 
Sportsstuff 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 

& PHONE 

ISSUE 42 

07/17/2006 

12.MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown DOM unknown 

13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
e-bay 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 

14.WAS. THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 06/30/2006 AGE 2 W 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? YES 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 0 . D A T E RECEIVED 
07/14/2006 

21 .RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO.v 
H0670134A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
myg 07/14/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 





CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670134A 
Narrative Continued 
when suddenly the kite tube elevated approximately 25' to 30,' 
into the air. Nephew, who was operating the boat, noticed that 
the kite tube had gotten abnormally high and proceeded to reduce 
the boat's speed (speed unknown). As the kite tube started to 
come down, consumer's left foot hit the tube. The tube then 
flipped over, throwing consumer into the water. 

Wife took consumer to Cookeville Regional Medical Center in 
Cookeville, TN where ER staff sent consumer for x-rays. ER 
physician. Dr. Johns examined x-ray and determined consumer had 
sustained a bi-maleolar fracture, requiring surgical 
intervention. Dr. Roberts performed surgery where he inserted 
pins and a plate into consumer's left ankle. 
Consumer was kept overnight and discharged the following day. 
Consumer said ER physician. Dr. Johns, mentioned that this is her 
3rd patient she has treated as result of kite tube. 

Consumer is concerned the kite tube presents serious injury 
hazard. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT 

l.NAME OF RESPONDENT 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 
unknown 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) 

4 . C I T Y 
Fowlerville 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 
Fowlerville 

(WORK) 
unknown 

ST 
Ml 

ST 

Ml 

Region: EASTERN 

ZIPCODE 
48836 

ZIPCODE 
48836 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 
170 lb., 5'11" tall, husband was riding the kite tube while being 
pulled by boat (driven by nephew) at about 30 miles per hour, 
- cont -

6 . DATE 
OP 

I N C I D E N T ( S ) 
07/06/2006 

7 . I P INJURY OR NEAR MISS> 
AGE/SEX 37 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative 

OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT/ PROVIDE NAME 
self 
RELATIONSHIP 
self 

9 , D E S C R I P T I O N OP PRODUCT 
kite tube 

y ^ VA<.%iU 

10.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tube 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 07/17/2006 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknovm DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
e-bay 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F Y E S , BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 06/30/2006 AGE2W 

16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
I F SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? YES 
I F NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

1 8 . I S THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
I P NOT, I T S D I S P O S I T I O N 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

20 .DATE RECEIVED 
07/14/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

21 .RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670134A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & T I T L E 
myg 07/14/2006 

CPSC FORM 1 7 5 ( 0 3 / 2 0 0 4 ) OMB 3 0 4 1 - 0 0 2 9 



H0670134A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the 
space below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report 
(including any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

l-^^-0(^ 
Date 

j I I request that you do not release my name. 

Ti You may release my name to the manufacturer but 
I request that you not release It to the general public. 

1 i You may release my name to the manufacturer and to 
^—• the public. 



i ) U U ^ 
CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT 

l .NAME OF RESPONDENT 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) 

4 . C I T Y 
Saginaw 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 
Saginaw 

Region: EASTERN 

^nn^^ 
ST 
Ml 

ST 

Ml 

ZIPCODE 
48609 

ZIPCODE 

48609 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

Kite tube may be under recall for CAP NR#06-210. 

- cont -
6 . DATE 

OF 
I N C I D E N T ( S ) 

06/24/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 20 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
broken left eardrum 

OBTAIN 

tOtHMIMUl ' 

(mmffiwfft- .i.tESi •Jdm 

9.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

, aiaaaaEte^-..g<w»'̂  

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 1 7 / 2 0 0 6 

iBsnFwwpwfy — n w * * ? ^ 

8 . I F VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

not given 
RELATIONSHIP 
son 

10.BRAND NAME 
unknown 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown, DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
Spicer's Boat City Marina 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F Y E S , BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 06/01/2006 AGE 23 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
Unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IP NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
with consumer 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

2 0 . D A T E RECEIVED 
07/14/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

21 .RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
emj/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670130A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E . 
emj 07/14/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670130A 

Narrative Continued 

5'9" tall, 1851b. son was on kite tube being pulled by a boat 
(speed unknown). Son was approximately 16' in the air when kite 
tube tipped sideways causing him to fall into the water. Son 
injured his left ear. 

6/24/2006 Son went to Mercy Hospital in Grayling, MI where he was 
examined and treated by physician (name unknown) for a broken 
left eardrum. Physician told son that his ear will heal on its 
own in a couple of weeks. 

7/2006 Son experienced an ear infection in his left ear. 

7/1/2006 Victim (daughter's friend) was riding kite tube (height 
unknown) being pulled by a boat (speed unknown) when her left 
knee became stuck in kite tube before she struck the water. 
Victim injured her left leg. 

7/2006 victim went to hospital (name unknown) where she was 
examined and treated by physician (name unknown). Physician told 
victim that her left leg was fractured above knee and below knee. 

7/2006 Daughter visited the manufacturer's web site to obtain 
instructions on how to return kite tube. 

V i c t # Sex Age Name 

2 F 26Y not given 

V i c t # 

R e l a t i o n s h i p 

victim 

V i c t i m I n j u r y D e s c r i p t i o n 

2 two fractures in left leg 

D i s t r i b u t o r Phone # : 

CPSC S o u r c e : INTERNET 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT 

l .NAME OP RESPONDENT 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 

2 ^ P H 0 N ^ N 0 . (HOME) 

4 . C I T Y 
Saginaw 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 

1 

^ 

(WORK) 

ST 
Ml 

ST 

Ml 

Region: EASTERN 

• 
ZIPCODE 

48609 

ZIPCODE 

46669 ^iU> 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

Kite tube may be under recall for CAP NR#06-210.DD 
DO 
- cont -

6 . DATE 
OF 

I N C I D E N T ( S ) 
06/24/2006 

7 . I P INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , 
AGE/SEX 20 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
broken left eardrum 

OBTAIN 8 . I F VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

not given 
RELATIONSHIP 
son 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OP PRODUCT 
kite tube 

10.BRAND N2^E 
unknown 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 07/17/2006 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OP MFR 
M# unknown, DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
Spicer's Boat City Marina 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I P Y E S , BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 06/01/2006 AGE 23 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 

IP SO, NOTE: 
Unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES ( j i o ~ Sn-i^^,bkt (ioAf h i l U i - ^ 
IP NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
with consumer 

SO. 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 

NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

20 .DATE RECEIVED 
07/14/2006 

POR ADMINISTRATION USE 

21 .RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
emj/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670130A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1200 

26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & T I T L E 
emj 07/14/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



CONStJMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670130A 

Narrative Continued 
5'9" tall, 1851b. son was on kite tube being pulled by a boat 
(speed unknown). Son was approximately 16' in the air when kite 
tube tipped sideways causing him to fall into the water. Son 
injured his left ear.DD 

DD 
6/24/2006 Son went to Mercy Hospital in Grayling, MI where he was 
examined and treated by physician (name unknown) for a broken 
left eardrum. Physician told son that his ear will heal on its 

Ofi.H'/Dt ) 

own in a couple of weeks.DD o<8-i«fW r\-e.et^ <~ <ra-v-f. 
DD ' -J 
7/2006 Son experienced an ear infection in his left ear.DD 
DD 
7/1/2006 Victim (daughter's friend) was riding kite tube (height 
unknown) being pulled by a boat (speed unknown) when her left 
knee became stuck in kite tube before she struck the water. 
Victim injured her left leg.OD , . , 
DO t \ct t>{j^t '^i{.C^' 'H 
7/2006 Victim went to hospital (name unknown) where she was 
examined and treated by physician (name unknown). Physician told 
victim that her left leg was fractured above knee and below }cuee. 

m 
DD 
7/2006 Daughter visited the manufacturer's web site to obtain 
instructions on how to return kite tube. V i c t » Sex Age Name 

2 F 26Y not given 

V i c t # 

R e l a t i o n s h i p 

victim -^ - iCv^^L 

V i c t i m I n j u r y D e s c r i p t i o n 

2 two fractures in left leg 

D i s t r i b u t o r Phone # : 

CPSC S o u r c e : INTERNET 



H0670130A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make conceming your attached report, please make them in the 
space below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report 
(including any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

f f ^ 7 / , / 
T ^ v ^ - ^ 

Date 

I request that you do not release my name. 

/y7 You may release my name to the manufacturer but 
-^ I request that you not release it to the general public. 

; You may release my name to the manufacturer and to 
— the public. 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT 

6 U i 3 /> 

Region: EASTERN 

l .NAME OF RESPONDENT 
Clarke Roberts 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 
140 South Village Drive 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) 
937-439-5058 

4 . C I T Y 
Centerville 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 

Centerville 

(WORK) 
937-208-7140 

ST 
OH 

ST 

OH 

ZIPCODE 
45459 

ZIPCODE 

45459 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

Kite tube appears to be under recall for CAP NR# 06-210 

- cont -
6. DATE 

OF 
INCIDENT(S) 

06/17/2006 

. I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , 
AGE/SEX 53 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJUR 
see narrative 

OBTAIN 

mss^ 2 
00f iB®n8:^ ,,,, 

8 . I P VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

self 
RELATIONSHIP 
self 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

10.BRAND NAME 
Wego 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 1 7 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown, DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I P Y E S , BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
D E S C R I B E : 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 06/01/2006 AGE 16 D 

1 6 . D O E S PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
I F SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
I F NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
no 

1 8 . I S THE PRODUCT S T I L L AVAILABLE? 
NO 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
discarded 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

2 0 .DATE RECEIVED 
07/14/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
emj/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670126A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
emj 07/14/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670126A 

Narrative Continued 

Consumer believes kite tube poses a risk of injury. 

(Height and weight unknown) Consumer was on kite tube being pulled 
by a boat going approximately 25-30 MPH. Consumer was 
approximately 10' in the air when a gust of wind caused consumer 
to fall into the water head first. Consumer experienced pain to 
his right shoulder and right ear. 

6/20/2006 Consumer went to Dayton Head and Neck Surgeons Clinic 
(location unknown) where he was examined and treated by physician 
Wolfgang Dietz for a ruptured right eardrum. 

6/27/2006 Consumer went to orthopedist John Lochner (location 
unknown) where he was examined for a torn right shoulder rotator 
cup. Consumer was also examined for a torn right shoulder 
tendon. 

7/2006 
(name 

Consumer 
unknown) 

went to cl 
performed 

,inic (name 
surgery to 

unknown) where physician 
repair his shoulder. 

Distributor Phone #: 
• 

CPSC Source: INTERNET 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670126A 

Narrative Continued 
Consumer b e l i e v e s k i t e t u b e poses a r i s k of in jury .DO 
DD 
(Height and weight unknown) Consumer was on kite tube being pulled 
by a boat going approximately 25-30 MPH. Consumer was 
approximately 10' in the air when a gust of wind caused consumer 
to fall into the water head first. Consumer experienced pain to 
his right shoulder and right ear.DD 

DD 
6/20/2006 Consumer went to Dayton Head and Neck Surgeons Clinic 
(location unknown) where he was examined and treated by physician 
Wolfgang Dietz for a ruptured right eardrum.DD 
DD 
6/27/2006 Consumer weiit to orthopedist John Lochner (location 
unknown) where he was examined for a torn right shoulder rotator 
cup. Consumer was also examined for a torn right shoulder 
tendon. DD 
DD r7 
7/2006 Consumer went to clinic (name unknown) where physician 
(name unknown) performed surgery to repair his shoulder. 

/ / 

l&> lb ' 

S - > i X t 

Distr ibutor Phone #: <:!E/orEi2V/lLu€: ot/ii» •H'?<eV=f 

CPSC S o u r c e : INTERNET 



H0670126A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the 
space below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report 
(including any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

i J ^ L ^ ( L L ^ 4 ^ yiu/l>C 
Signature Date 

I } 1 request that you do not release my name. 

I I You may release my name to the manufacturer but 
' — I request that you not release it to the general public. 

L/J You may release my name to the manufacturer and to 
'*—^̂  the public. 





CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

l .NAME OF RESPONDENT 
Craig Watson 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 
2218 Rockbridge rd 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) 
916-929-6955 

4 . C I T Y 
Sacramento 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 

Sacramento 

(WORK) 
unknown 

ST 
CA 

ST 

CA 

ZIPCODE 
95815 

ZIPCODE 

95815 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

175 lb., 5'8" tall, consumer was riding the kite tube while being 
towed by boat, at about 2 0 mph. Consumer pulled back on tube, 
- cont -

6 . DATE 
OF 

I N C I D E N T ( S ) 
05/27/2006 

. I P INJURY OR NEAR MISS 
AGE/SEX 44 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative wSttSB&S^ 

, OBTAIN/ / 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 
self 
RELATIONSHIP 

self 

9.DESCRIPTION OF .PRODUCT 
kite tube 

.DccDtotrrfiT""^ 10.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tube 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 3 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 2 4 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
Marinemax 
unknown 
El Camino, CA 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F Y E S , BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 05/25/2006 AGE 2 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 

IP SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
yes 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
NO 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

returned to dealer 

19.MAY WE 

USE YOUR 

NAME WITH 

THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

2 0 . D A T E RECEIVED 
07/21/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

21 .RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670206A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
myg 07/21/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

H0670206A 

Narrative Continued 
and tube elevated to about 25', when the tube suddenly made a 
sharp left turn, then dove into the water. Consumer hit the 
water hit at an angle, injuring his left side, shoulder and head. 
Consumer was knocked unconscious, but came to as boat returned. 
Friend pulled consumer into boat. Consumer said he was unable to 
move his left arm. 

Consumer was taken to Damron Hospital in Stockton, CA 95203, where 
ER staff conducted x-rays. No fractures were found. Staff 
placed consumer's left arm in a temporary cast. Consumer was 
discharged same day. 

(same day) (height and weight unknown) son was riding the kite 
tube while being pulled by boat, at about 20 mph, when the tube 
suddenly elevated to about 25' high. The tube then suddenly took 
a sharp turn, throwing son and tube into water, injuring his 
chest muscle. Son was pulled into boat. Consumer was at 
hospital at time of son's incident. 

6/2006 Consumer & son visited with primary physician (name not 
given) who examined consumer first. Physician advised consumer 
to visit ER for an MRI. Physician examined son and determined he 
had sustained injury to his chest muscle. Physician expects full 
recovery. 

Consumer visited Mercy General Hospital where an MRI was performed 
and determined consumer sustained nerve damage to left arm. 
Neurologist, physician (name not given) stated that it will take 
sometime for the nerves to grow back, with the exception of one, 
which could may or may not grow back. Physician is uncertain 
whether surgery will be necessary. 

Consumer said primary physician recommended physical therapy. 
Consumer is currently undergoing physical therapy. 

(date unknown) Consumer took the kite tube back to dealer for a 
refund. 

Consumer feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard. 

V i c t # Sex Age Name 

2 M 18Y not given 

V i c t # 

R e l a t i o n s h i p 

son 

V i c t i m I n j u r y D e s c r i p t i o n 

2 see narrative 

D i s t r i b u t o r Phone # : 

CPSC S o u r c e : DIRECTORY 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

l .NAME OF RESPONDENT 
Craig Watson 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 
2218 Rockbridge rd 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 

SJ:RCMJ7G ioo@f/or/^i'iT£. ,07/*^ 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK) 

916-929-6955 ^ l U J l O J l ' ^ ^ unknown 

4 . C I T Y ST 
Sacramento CA 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY ST 

Sacramento CA 

ZIPCODE 
95815 

ZIPCODE 

95815 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 
175 lb., 5'8" tall, consumer was riding the kite tube while being 
towed by boat, at about 20 mph. Consumer pulled back on tube, 
- cont -

6 . DATE 
OF 

INCIDENT ( S ) 
05/27/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , 
AGE/SEX 44 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative 

OBTAIN 

^^ - ^^ - ^^3 ! ^ 

8 . I F VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

self 
RELATIONSHIP 
self 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

10.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tut)e 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff J f J ^ 
unknown / / ^ ^ ^ / T . ^ i T / ^ C a ' ^ ' ' T T ^ I S S U E 4 3 
unknown , ' • 
unknown 0 / i f ^ n " ^ - ^ . ^ ^ 
unknown C^D'0712412006 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown DOM unknown 

13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
Marinemax 
unknown 
El Camino, CA 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
IP YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 05/25/2006 AGE 2 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IP SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
yes 

1 8 . I S THE PRODUCT S T I L L AVAILABLE? 
NO 
I F NOT, I T S D I S P O S I T I O N 
returned to dealer 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
T H I S 
REPORT? 
YES 

2 0 . D A T E RECEIVED 
07/21/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

21 .RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
myg/HL 

23.FOT.T,OW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670206A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
myg 07/21/2006 

CPSC FORM 1 7 5 ( 0 3 / 2 0 0 4 ) OMB 3 0 4 1 - 0 0 2 9 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

H0670206A 

Narrative Continued 

and tube elevated to about 25', when the tube suddenly made a 
sharp left turn, then dove into the water. Consumer hit the 
water hit at an angle, injuring his left side, shoulder and head. 
Consumer was knocked unconscious, but came to as boat returned. 
Friend pulled consumer into boat. Consumer said he was unable to 
move his left arm. DD 
DD 
Consumer was taken to Damron Hospital in Stockton, CA 95203, where 
ER staff conducted x-rays. No fractures were found. Staff 
placed consumer's left arm in a temporary cast. Consumer was 
discharged same day. DD 
DD 
(same day) (height and weight unknown) son was riding the kite 
tube while being pulled by boat, at about 20 mph, when the tube 
suddenly elevated to about 25' high. The tube then suddenly took 
a sharp turn, throwing son and tube into water, injuring his 
chest muscle. Son was pulled into boat. Consumer was at 
hospital at time of son's incident.DD 
DD 
6/2006 Consumer & son visited with primary physician (name not 
given) who examined consumer first. Physician advised consumer 
to visit ER for an MRI. Physician examined son and determined he 
had sustained injury to his chest muscle. Physician expects full 
recovery. DD 

DD 
Consumer visited Mercy General Hospital where an MRI was performed 
and determined consumer sustained nerve damage to left arm. 
Neurologist, physician (name not given) stated that it will take 
sometime for the nerves to grow back, with the exception of one, 
which could may or may not grow back. Physician is uncertain 
whether surgery will be necessary. DD 
DD 

a u i ^ / ' ^ ^ - < j ^ 
Consumer said primary physician recommended physical therapy. DD 
Consumer is currently undergoing physical therapy.DD 
DD 
(date unknown) Consumer took the kite tube back to dealer for a 
refund. . DD 

DD 
Consumer feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard. 

V i c t # S e x Age Name R e l a t i o n s h i p 

2 M 18Y not given (2,;;7 \iUfil'f20A/ son 

V i c t # V i c t i m I n j u r y D e s c r i p t i o n 

2 see narrative 

D i s t r i b u t o r Phone # : 

CPSC S o u r c e : DIRECTORY 



H0670206A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make conceming your attached report, please make them in the 
space below. ^ 

j ^ jJ2 : i7 , cA'-r- ̂  ^ ..i^^^^Ar^ 

I confirm that the information in the attached report 
(including any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Signatur0^ Date 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but 
I request that you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to 
< the public. 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

l .NAME OF RESPONDENT 
Nickolas Joe Williams (Respondent) 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 
P.O. Box 899 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) 
405-884-2382 

4 . C I T Y 
Hinton 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 

Hinton 

(WORK) 
405-884-2382 

ST 
OK 

ST 

OK 

ZIPCODE 
73047 

ZIPCODE 

73047 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

Kite tube may be under recall for CAP NR#06-210. 

- cont -
6 . DATE 

OF 
I N C I D E N T ( S ) 

05/27/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , 
AGE/SEX 28 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
broken bones in left leg, and left ankle 

OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 
self 
RELATIONSHIP 
self 

9.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

10.BRAND NAME 
Wego 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 

MfBpaumwni^fl 

coswBna—*ES-i3«>^^ I S S U E 4 3 

cxaswwsffoift&B̂ . 

Mori»«owv _ ^ j « w ^ 
07/24/; /2006 

12.MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown, DOM unknown 

13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 01/01/2006 AGE 4 M 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
Unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
no 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
with consumer 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

20 .DATE RECEIVED 
07/21/2006 ' 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
emj/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670200A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
emj 07/21/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

H0670200A 

Narrative Continued 

Respondent believes kite tube poses a risk of injury. 

5'10" tall, 180 lb respondent was riding kite tube and being 
pulled by a boat going approximately 25-30 MPH. Respondent let 
go of the handles as he was landing. Respondent was 
approximately 5' in the air when his left foot became entangled 
in kite tube. Kite tube began spinning and respondent landed in 
the water. Consumer and friends pulled respondent from the water 
and into the boat. 

Friends took respondent to the ER at McCalester Hospital in 
McCalester, OK where he was examined by physician (name unknown). 
Physician took x-rays and told respondent that both bones in the 
lower portion of his left leg were broken. Physician also told 
respondent that his left ankle was broken. Physician told 
respondent that he would have to see an orthopedic surgeon. 

5/31/2006 Respondent went to Southwest Orthopedic in Oklahoma 
city, OK where he was examined by physician (name unknown). 
Physician took x rays to confirm his injures and placed his leg 
in a splint. Respondent went home. 

6/1/2006 Respondent returned to Southwest Orthopedic where 
physician (name unknown) performed surgery on his left leg. 
Physician put a plate on respondent's broken bones and put screws 
and pins in his ankle. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: INTERNET 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT 

l .NAME OP RESPONDENT 
Nickolas Joe Williams (Respondent) 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 
P.O. Box 899 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) 
405-884-2382 

4 . C I T Y 
Hinton 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 

Hinton 

Region: WESTERN 

(WORK) 
405-884-2382 

ST 

OK 

ST 

OK 

ZIPCODE 
73047 

ZIPCODE 

73047 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 
Kite tube may be under recaii for CAP NR#06-210.nD 
DD 
- cont -

6 . DATE 
OP 

I N C I D E N T ( S ) 
05/27/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 28 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
broken bones in left leg, and left ankle 

8 . I P V K ^ I M DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

self 
RELATIONSHIP 
self 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

10.BRAND NAME 
Wego 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 3 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 07/24/2006 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OP MFR 
M# unknown, DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
unknown 

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F Y E S , BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 01/01/2006 AGE 4 M 

16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
I F S O , NOTE: 
Unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? ̂ '^ /-^-^i.-

1 IP NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
>V 

18.JS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 

IP NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
with consumer 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

2 0 . D A T E RECEIVED 
07/21/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
emj/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22 

2 4 

26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & 
emj 07/21/2006 

.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670200A 

.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1200 

T I T L E 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



H0670200A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the 
space below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report 
(including any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

OO-O ~)f<<:i<Xh 
Signature Date 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but 
I request that you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to 
4he public. 





CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT 
î 3 0 

Region: EASTERN 

l .NAME OF RESPONDENT 
Alisa Hayes 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 
517 Rob Road 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 
unknown 

2.PHONE NO. 
910-323-2481 

4 . C I T Y 
Stedman 

4 b . I N C I D E N T 

Stedman 

(HOME) 

CITY 

(WORK) 
unknown 

ST 
NC 

ST 

NC 

ZIPCODE 
28391 

ZIPCODE 

28391 

5 . D E S C R I B E INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON I N J U R I E S 

170 lb., 5'11" tall, son was riding the kite tube as it was being 
pulled by a boat at about 25 miles per hour, when it suddenly 
- cont -

V?' 6. DATE 
OF 

INCIDENT(S) 
. 06/04/2006 

. I P INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBT.^IN 
AGE/SEX 23 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative. ~»«....™^ ry 

8 . I F VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

Zachary hayes 
RELATIONSHIP 
son 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

M0OHmftB^«m^ ^R&Ncnpv 

10.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tube 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 2 0 / 2 0 0 6 

12 .MODEL, SERIAL # ' S , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
Overtons 
unknown 
Greenville, NC 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I P Y E S , BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 05/29/2006 AGE 5 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
I F SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MT^NUFACTURER? NO 
I F NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

no 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

2 0 . D A T E RECEIVED 
07/19/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

21 .RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670181A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
myg 07/19/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670181A 
Narrative Continued 
started going side to side, the took a nose dive. Son was thrown 
out the side of kite tube and into water, where he was knocked 
unconscious. Other son jumped into water and took his face out 
water. Son regained consciousness after 2 minutes. 

Son started vomiting in route to to hospital. 

Consumer took son to Bladen Regional hospital in Elizabethtown, 
NC, where ER staff performed X-ray and MRI's and determined son 
sustained bruising to rib cage, and a severe concussion. Son was 
discharged same day. 

6/19/2006 Consumer called and explained incident to dealer's rep. 
(name unknown) who offered consumer a full refund and stated that 
he will have the kite tube taken off the shelves. Rep. also 
commented that they have had too many reports of problems with 
the product. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY 



l .NAME OF RESPONDENT 
Alisa Hayes 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 
517 Rob Road 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 
unknown 

CONStJMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) 
910-323-2481 

4 . C I T Y 
Stedman 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 

Stedman 

(WORK) 
unknown 

ST 

NC 

ST 

NC 

Region: EASTERN 

ZIPCODE 
28391 

ZIPCODE 
28391 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

170 lb., 5'11" tall, son was riding the kite tube as it was being 
pulled by a boat at about 25 miles per hour, when it suddenly 
- cont -

6 . DATE 
OP 

INCIDENT(S) 
06/04/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR MISS, 
AGE/SEX 23 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative. 

OBTAIN 8 . I P VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

Zachary hayes 
RELATIONSHIP 
son 

9.DESCRIPTION OP PRODUCT 
kite tube 

10.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tube 

ll .MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 2 0 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown DOM unknown 

13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
Overtons H \ f\-eA 6c».nKi W • 
unknown 
Greenville, NC ^ 1 2 3 S 
unknown ) § o o 3 3 S - ( ^ S ^ ) 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE; 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 

DATE PURCHASED 05/29/2006 AGE 5 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
no 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 

YES 

IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

2 0 . D A T E RECEIVED 
07/19/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

21 .RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670181A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

26 .ENDORSER 'S NAME & T I T L E 
myg 07/19/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



H0670181A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the 
space below. 

Ov;e/\+on5 

Grvi^o.We/Hc anSSS 

\goo33H-^cSl l 

. . ^ T V O ^ 4 e u . J | L T UOU/V 4^t7ra_ 4 

S TLXJL P ^ ^ ^ ^ C J J K ^^Jx^ J N ) ^ j)^^2^ A^A.(k 

I confirm that the information in the attached report 
(including any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Jlgrfature L 2 Date 

request that you do not release my name. 

JL 

j ] You may release my name to the manufacturer but 
I repfuest that you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to 
the public. 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT 

dy^3 u 
Region: EASTERN 

l .NAME OP RESPONDENT 
Matthew Thomas 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 
10931 Cape Cod Lane 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 
unknown 

2.PHONE NO. 
847-515-8411 

4 . C I T Y 
Huntley 

4 b . I N C I D E N T 

Huntley 

(HOME) 

CITY 

(WORK) 
unknown 

ST 
IL 

ST 

IL 

ZIPCODE 
60142 

ZIPCODE 

60142 

5 . D E S C R I B E INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON I N J U R I E S 
155 lb., 5'7" tall, consumer was riding the kite tube as it was 
being pulled by a boat, driven by friend, at about 2 0 to 25 mph 
- cont -

6 . DATE 
OF 

I N C I D E N T ( S ) 
06/25/2006 

.IP INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 34 Y/M 

AND DESCRIBE INJURYMR»,»»>,««„«,„ 

see narrative c o M a a r r a ^ r c s ^ 

8.IP VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 
self 

RELATIONSHIP 

self 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

ll.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR 
Sportsstuff 
unknown 
unknown 
866-831-5524 
unknown 

ISSUE 42 

07/20/2006 

10.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tube 

MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR 
M# uknown DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
e-bay 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 06/01/2006 AGE 24 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 

IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
yes 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 

NAME WITH 
THIS 

REPORT? 
YES 

20 .DATE RECEIVED 
07/19/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

21 .RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670176A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
myg 07/19/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670176A 

Narrative Continued 
Consumer said the kite tube was holding steady at approximately 
5' to 8' high in air, elevating to about 10' high, when it 
drastically increase its height. Once it reached about 25' high, 
the kite tube started to become unstable, swaying back and forth, 
at high speed, where consumer began to lose control for about a 
second. The kite tube then inverted and dove into water. Friend 
turned the boat around and pulled consumer out of water, who 
appeared to be in a daze.. 30 minutes later, consumer started to 
regain consciousness. 

Consumer was taken to Skaggs Hospital in Branson, MO, Tel: 
417-335-7000, where ER staff performed a cat scan and x-ray. 
Physician determined consumer had sustained a severe concussion, 
with pulled ligaments in neck and back. Physician prescribed 
pain medication and advised to be woken up, from sleep, every 2 
hours. If his pupils appeared to be of different dilation, he 
will need to re-visit hospital. Consumer was discharged same 
day. 

Consumer feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

l .NAME OF RESPONDENT 
Matthew Thomas 

2 .PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK) 
847-515-8411 unknown 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 
10931 Cape Cod Lane 

4 . CITY 
Huntley 

ST 
IL 

ZIPCODE 

60142 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 
unknown 

4b.INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE 

61^3 5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 
155 lb., 5'7" tall, consumer was riding the kite tube as it was 
being pulled by a boat, driven by friend, at about 20 to 25 mph, 
- cont -

6. DATE 
OF 

rJ. wmk 3) 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 34 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative 

8 . I P VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

self 
RELATIONSHIP 
self 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME: 
Wego Kite Tube 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
866-831-5524 
unknown 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' S , DATE OF MFR 

M# uknown DOM unknown C^T'?" 'C'QOO 

0712012006 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

L5.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 

DATE PURCHASED 0610112006 AGE 24 D 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 

e-bay S A W U yflt̂ '̂. OP 
unknown , , -^ , , . 
unknown H n i t . p l f ( ^ l l ^ ^ U . 
unknown x , . 

16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
I F SO, NOTE: 

, unknown T r* T 

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
I F NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
yes 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 
20.DATE RECEIVED 

07119/2006 
21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 

myg/HL 
22.DOCUMENT NO. 

H0670176A 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

25.DISTRIBUTION 2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME Se T I T L E 
myg 07/1912006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



H0670176A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the 
space below. 

I confirm that the infonnation in the attached report 
(including any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

lojJlokG 
Signature ^^^^ 

j j I request that you do not release my name 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but 
I request that you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to 
^ the public. 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

l .NAME OF RESPONDENT 
James Howard 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 
110 Browney Avenue Apt 7 D 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 
unknown 

2 .PHONE NO. (HOME) 
503-409-4798 

4 . C I T Y 
Salem 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 
Salem 

(WORK) 
unknown 

ST 
OR 

ST 

OR 

ZIPCODE 
97302 

ZIPCODE 

97302 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 
13 5 lb., 5'11" tall, son was riding the kite tube as it was being 
pulled by boat, driven by consumer, at about 2 0 to 25 miles per 
- cont -

6 . DATE 
OF 

INCIDENT(S) 
07/16/2006 

. I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , 
AGE/SEX 22 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative. 

OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 
not given 
RELATIONSHIP 
son 

9.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Sportsstuff 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR 
Sportsstuff 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 

. & PHONE 

ISSUE 42 

07/18/2006 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

12.MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown DOM unknown 

13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
e-l3ay uropiaiiBttmimfa 
unknown j ^ 
unknown commirB.^ 'mJ:^ 
unknown 

~-.<MSBaaB>i „,.mrac»BD 

15.PRODUCT PURCHA 
DATE PURCHASED 

iSED NEW — ~ ™ * ^ 
06/15/2006 AGE 1 M 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? YES 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

20 .DATE RECEIVED 
07/17/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

21 .RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCXJMENT NO. 
H0670145A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & TITLE 
myg 07/17/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 





CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

H0670145A 
Narrative Continued 

hour, when it suddenly went 25' to 30' up in air, then turned 
sideways. Son was thrown into water. 

Son was transported by ambulance to Stayton Memorial Hospital in 
Stayton, OR, where ER staff, issued son with pain son had 
sustained 2 crushed vertebrae in neck. ER physician. Dr. Charles 
Stringham, referred son to a neurosurgeon for further treatment. 
Son was released same day. 

Consumer scheduled appt. with neurosurgeon. Dr. Jerry Hubbard's, 
office for July 27th. 

07/17/2006 Consumer called and explained incident to 
manufacturer's rep. (name unknown) who offered to send consumer a 
replacement tube; consumer has not accepted. 

Consumer feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY 



H0670145A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make conceming your attached report, please make them in the 
space below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report 
(including any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

signature / Date 

~\ I request that you do not release my name. 

7 You may release my name to the manufacturer but 
- I request that you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to 
\-< \ i . 

the public 



o U f j ^ 

l .NAME OP RESPONDENT 

3 .STREET ADDRESS 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 
unknown 

CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT 

^ P H O N ^ J O . (HOME) 

4 . C I T Y 
Terre Haute 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 

Terre Haute 

(WORK) 
unknown 

ST 
IN 

ST 

IN 

Region: EASTERN 

ZIPCODE 
47802 

ZIPCODE 

47802 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 
170 lb., 6' tall, son was riding the kite tube while being pulled 
by a jet ski, at about 30 to 35 miles per hour. Per son's 
- cont -

6 . DATE 
OF 

INCIDENT(S) 
06/01/2006 

7 . I P INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 17 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURg'VWt.^t^MiS^^. y 

i,0(Cii>iuriapU'!l> Cm t f fif 

see narrative 

9.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 
water kite tube 

8 . I P VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

not given 
RELATIONSHIP 
son 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tube 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportstuff Inc. 
unknown I S S U E 4 1 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 1 4 / 2 0 0 6 

12,MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
Cope Marine 
unknown 
O'fallon, IL 
618-632-6353 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F Y E S , BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 02/11/2006 AGE 4 M 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
"adult supervision" 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? YES 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

POR ADMINISTRATION USE 
20 .DATE RECEIVED 

07/13/2006 
21 .RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 

myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670119A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
myg 07/13/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670119A 

Narrative Continued 

description, the tube was lifted approximately 9 to 15' in the 
air, where it became inverted, slamming him onto the water. Son 
was taken to shore. After returning home, son started coughing 
up blood with severe back pain. 

(same day) Consumer took son Union Hospital in Terre Haute, IN, 
where a CT scan and an MRI was performed. Physician reviewed and 
son had sustained a mild concussion, bruising to lung, bruising 
to spleen and a possible fracture to T8 vertebra, which was later 
ruled out. Physician issued son with pain medication. Consumer 
was kept for 2 nights and was later discharged. Per physician, 
advised son 3 months of no contact sports. 

Consumer feels the water tube presents a serious injury hazard. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY 



H0670119A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the 
space below. 

' / 'V l <L •f r-e s pCi,- \£l(^^y- l -

I confirm that the information in the attached report 
(including any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Signature Date 

request that you do not release my name. 

x- You may release my name to the manufacturer but 
I request that you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to 
the public. 



" CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT 

l.NAME OF RESPONDENT 

3.STREET ADDRESS 

4a .EMAIL ADDRESS 
unknown 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) 

4 . C I T Y 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 

(WORK) 
unknown 

ST 
MN 

ST 
MN 

Region: WESTERN 

ZIPCODE 
56308 

ZIPCODE 

56308 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

Consumer -feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard. 

- cont -
6 . DATE 

OF 
INCIDENT(S) 

06/27/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 17 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative BIFBfl'IWfiRWftTlElEB , 

COMMENTS; fES^m 

'si 

ÔVERRUi,EP; , ^ ^ m m & . 

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 
self 
RELATIONSHIP 
self 

9.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 
10'kite tube 

^EXCISIONSff 'OIAExsl 
Revlstons 

OONOTR&MOTIFY , = J > B ^ a M t J^OOh 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube 

ll.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sporttsuff Wego Kite Tube 
unknown I S S U E 4 1 
unknown 
866-831-5524 
unknown 0 7 / 1 4 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL #'S, DATE OF MFR 
M# 53-5000 DOM unknown 

13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
Stubs Marine 
unknown 
Alexandria, MN 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 06/27/2006 AGE 1 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
maybe 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
NO 

2 0.DATE RECEIVED 
07/13/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

25 .DISTRIBUTION 

22-.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670111A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE 
myg 07/13/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

H0670111A 

Narrative Continued 
180 lb., 6'1 tall, consumer was riding the kite tube while being 
pulled by boat at no more than 20 miles per hour, when a gust of 
wind lifted the kite tube approximately 45 to 50' up in the air, 
and turning the kite tube to its side. Consumer was "shot down" 
into the water. Consumer experienced temporary loss of breath 
and began bleeding from his mouth and nose. Consumer rested on 
boat to regain breath while in severe pain. Consumer returned 
back home. 

The following day, consumer visited Douglas County Clinic where ER 
staff performed a CT scan and an x-ray. Physician, Dr. 
Dittburner, reviewed the CT scan and x-ray and determined 
consumer sustained a partially collapsed and punctured lung with 
a bleb of air that was squeezed out. Physician scheduled 
consumer f follow-up CT scan and advised consumer to stay off his 
feet. Consumer was discharged same day. 

06/29/2006 Consumer suddenly started coughing up blood. 

06/29/2006 Consumer visited ER at Douglas County Hospital where ER 
physician, Dr. Begheler, reviewed CT scan, performed by ER staff, 
where he determined consumer experienced increased air around 
lung and a lot of internal bruising. Consumer was given 
medication by IV. Physician explained that if the air does not 
subside, they will need to have it surgically removed. Consumer 
was discharged same day. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY 



H0670111A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make conceming your attached report, please make them in the 
space below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report 
(including any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and'belief. 

jgriature / Date 

V 
I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but 
I request that you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to 
the public. 





CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT 

l.NAME OF RESPONDENT 

3 .STREET ADDRESS 

4a .EMAIL ADDRESS 

Reg ion: EASTERN 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK) 

4 . C I T Y ST 
Somers CT 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY ST 
Somers CT 

ZIPCODE 
06071 

ZIPCODE 

06071 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

Kite tube appears to be under recall for CAP NR#06-210 

- cont -
6 , DATE 

OF 
INCIDENT(S) 

07/09/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 14 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
injured neck p̂apRVLBRwoTinEn 

COMMENTS: YES J i l W O 

W 

J l EXCISIONS/FOIA E x a . s Q i ^ , 
.Revlstons 

8 . I F VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

unknown 
RELATIONSHIP 
son 

9 .DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

...axit •IQOHOTR&HOnFY .„J>&tSO!gY 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego 

ll.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 1 9 / 2 0 0 0 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' B , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown, DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
West Shore Marina 
unknown 
unknown 
860-267-1764 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 07/08/2006 AGE 1 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
Only kite as high as you're willing to fall. 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? YES 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
with consumer 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

20.DATE RECEIVED 
07/18/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
emj/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

25 .DISTRIBUTION 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670155A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1200 

26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE 
emj 07/18/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 





-2' 

CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670155A 

Narrative Continued 

Consumer believes kite tube poses a risk of injury. 

5'4" tall, 120 lb. son wae riding kite tube being pulled by boat 
at between 20 to 25 MPH. Son was coming down from the air 
(height unknown) and landed in the water when he suddenly fell 
onto the kite tube and injured his neck. Rx at home. 

5'11" tall, 180 lb. husband was riding kite tube being pulled by 
boat at approximately 30 MPH. Husband was approximately 1' in 
the air when he was blown off of kite tube. Husband landed in 
water on his side and injured the right side of his body. 

Consumer took husband to the ER at Backus Hospital in Norwich, CT 
where he was examined by physician (name unknown). Physician 
told consumer that the ribs on his right side were severely 
bruised. Physician prescribed pain killers and told husband that 
the bruising will heal on its own. 

7/13/2006 Consumer contacted the manufacturer and explained the 
incident to rep., (name unknown). Rep., told consumer that there 
was a replacement program and to go online and pick out the 
products that she wanted. Consumer requested a refund of her 
money. Rep., told consumer that they were not offering refunds. 

Vic t # Sex Age 

2 M 47Y 

V i c t # 

Name R e l a t i o n s h i p 

Ricky Wylot husband 

V i c t i m I n j u r y D e s c r i p t i o n 

2 bruised ribs 

D i s t r i b u t o r Phone # : 

CPSC S o u r c e : INTERNET 





H0670155A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the 
space below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report 
(including any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

,-, ' > ^ fr w 

^ 

Signature ^ Date 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but 
I request that you not release it to the general public. 

] You may release my name to the manufacturer and to 
—' the public. 





CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT 

l.NAME OF RESPONDENT 
• II ihiiiiiUfiiitiiiiiri 

3 .STREET ADDRESS 

4a .EMAIL ADDRESS 
unknown 

2 ^ P H 0 N E J T 0 . (HOME) 

4 . C I T Y 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 
Simi Valley 

(WORK) 
unknown 

ST 
CA 

ST 

CA 

Region: WESTERN 

ZIPCODE 
93065 

ZIPCODE 
93065 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

6'2" 170 lb., nephew was riding the kite tube as it was being 
pulled by boat, driven by consumer, at about 30. miles mph. While 
- cont -

6 . DATE 
OF 

INCIDENT(S) 
06/27/2006 

. I P INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 45 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative msmmmSBm 

COMMENTS: YE8j£l«3 
/ ' OVERRULED; «THC«H2l 

. EXCISiON&'FOIA E x s . i 2 1 < ^ 
^_Revi5!ons 

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

self 
RELATIONSHIP 

self 

9 .DESCRIPTION OP PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tube 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 2 0 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' S , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown DOM unknown 

13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
The Anchor 
unknown 
Rasida, CA 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 05/01/2006 AGE 1 M 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? YES 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19 •MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

20,DATE RECEIVED 
07/19/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

25 .DISTRIBUTION 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670177A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE 
myg 07/19/2006 

CPSC FORM 17 5 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



• k 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

H0670177A 

Narrative Continued 

approximately 15' to 20' in air, he caught a gust of wind. As 
consumer decreased the boat speed, the kite tube hit the water, 
and nephew was thrown off. Consumer returned and picked up 
nephew, who was in a state of shock and was spitting up blood. 

Brother, who is a paramedic for the Los Angeles, CA fire dept. and 
sister, who is a registered nurse, and other 2 brothers, who were 
at the scene, are EMTs, examined nephew. Nephew's bleeding 
stopped on its own. No further treatment was needed. 

6/2006 180 lb., 5'8 tall, consumer was riding the kite tube, as it 
was being pulled by boat, driven by nephew, at about 30 miles per 
hour. As the kite tube reached approximately 20' high in air, he 
suddenly.caught a gust of wind, taking the kite tube to one side 
and throwing consumer into water. Consumer experienced temporary 
loss of memory for a day and sustained a concussion. consumer 
was examined by Brothers and sister, who also kept close 
observation of consumer. 

Vict # 1 Sex Age Name R e l a t i o n s h i p 

2 M 26Y Timothy M. Keane nephew 

V i c t # V i c t i m I n j u r y D e s c r i p t i o n 

2 see narrative 

D i s t r i b u t o r Phone # : 

CPSC S o u r c e : DIRECTORY 



- • t - l 

-̂ -̂  



H0670177A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the 
space below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report 
(including any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Signature Date 

request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but 
'̂ I request that you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to 
the public. 





CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

1/NAME OF RESPONDENT 
Nick Robertson 

3 .STREET ADDRESS 
5715 Churchman Avenue Suite N 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 

2.PHONE NO. 
317-507-7790 

4 . C I T Y 
Indianapolis 

4 b . I N C I D E N T 

Indianapolis 

(HOME) 

CITY 

(WORK) 
317-788-6340 

ST 
IN 

ST 

IN 

ZIPCODE 
46203 

ZIPCODE 

46203 

5 .DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON I N J U R I E S 

Kite tube is under recall for CAP NR#06-210. 

- cont - " 
6 . DATE 

OF 
INCIDENT(S) 

07/15/2006 

7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, 
AGE/SEX 18 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
broken right collar bone 

COMMENTS: YESj_I«) 
r\rnmi'ft?i tmwmiSei 

IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

James Robertson 
RELATIONSHIP 
brother 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

EXaStONS/roiAExs.. 
^_R8»lslans 

mmtmmm «.i 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego 

ll.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff Inc. 
unknown I S S U E 4 3 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 2 5 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL #'S, DATE OF MFR 
M# 53-5000, DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
Buster's Marine ebay dealer 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 07/06/2006 AGE 9 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
Never kite higher than you're willing to fall. 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? YES 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
with consumer 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

20 .DATE RECEIVED 
07/21/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

21 .RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
emj/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670210A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
emj 07/24/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 





CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670210A 

Narrative Continued 
Consumer believes kite tube poses a risk of injury. 

6' tall, 155 lb. brother was riding kite tube being pulled by a 
boat going approximately 3 0 MPH. Brother was approximately 
15-20' in the air when a gust of wind caused kite tube to flip 
over. Brother lost control of kite tube and fell into the water 
head and shoulder first. Consumer helped brother climb onto the 
boat and out of the water. 

7/15/2006 Ambulance took brother to the ER at Bloomington Hospital 
in Bloomington, IN where he was examined by physician (name 
unknown). Physician told brother that his right collar bone was 
broken. Physician prescribed pain killers for brother and put 
his right arm into a sling. 

7/19/2006 Consumer contacted the manufacturer and explained the 
incident to rep., (name unknown). Rep., offered consumer free 
manufacturer products. Consumer declined offer. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: CPO 



H0670210A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the 
space below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report 
(including any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

tj.aB-^^ 

L 1 

Signature Date 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but 
I request that you not release it to the general public. 

0 7 You may release my name to the manufacturer and to 
the public. 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

'l.NAME OF RESPONDENT 2,.,gH0NE NO . (HOME) WORK) 

3.STREET ADDRESS ZIPCODE 
33556 

4a .EMAIL ADDRESS 
unknown 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 

Odessa 

ST 

FL 

ZIPCODE 

33556 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

Consumer feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard. 

- cont -
6 . DATE 

OF 
INCIDENT(S) 

05/14/2006 

7 , I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 50Y/F 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
floater to right eye 

MWWIBRMOTIRED mcipn J I 

00M?.TrnD: waj£j&-

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 

RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 
self 
RELATIONSHIP 

self 

9 .DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

OVERRULED: ATTACHB) 

EXCISIONS/FOIA F « . ? S 6 ^ . ct^EXCISI 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 3 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 2 6 / 2 0 0 6 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tube 

sfflwr [2.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# 12063 DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
Overtons (internet purchase) 
unknown 
Greenville, NC 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? YES 
IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? AFTER 
DESCRIBE: 
damage: see narrative. 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 03/11/2006 AGE 2 M 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? YES 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
NO 

IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
discarded 

19.MAY WE . 
USE YOUR 

NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 0.DATE RECEIVED 
07/25/2006 

21 .RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670234A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE 
myg 07/25/2006 

CPSC FORM 1 7 5 ( 0 3 / 2 0 0 4 ) OMB 3 0 4 1 - 0 0 2 9 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670234A 

Narrative Continued 
113 lb., 5'1-2" tall,, consumer was riding the kite tube on lake, 
while being towed by boat (speed unknown), driven by husband, who 
is a physician. As consumer was riding the kite tube, she 
suspects a gust of wind came through, lifting her and the kite 
tube approximately 20' high into air, which then plummeted into 
the water. Consumer said impact of water was to right side of 
her face. Consumer felt numbness to face, with light headache 
for the day. 

Shortly after incident (within one or 2 days)., in morning, 
consumer noticed a floater in her right eye. 

05/15/2006 Consumer visited with ophthalmologist, Raymond Sever, 
for the Florida Eye Center in Tampa, FL, who examined consumer's 
eye and confirmed consumer she had sustained a floater in her 
right eye. Ophthalmologist indicated that, the floater may be 
permanent. 

Consumer poked a hole in kite tube to prevent further usage and 
discarded. 

,7/2006 Consumer became aware of CAP for NR# 06-210. 

7/24/2006 Consumer called mfr. and explained incident.to rep. 
(name unknown) who said due to consumer no longer having 
possession of the kite tube, she will need a "receipt of 
purchase" to receive a replacement. ' 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY 



H0670234A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the 
space below. 

CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670234A 

Narrative Continued 
113 lb., 5'l-2" tall, consumer was riding the kite tube on lake, 
while being towed by boat (speed unknown), driven by husband, who 
is a physician. As consumer was riding the kite tube, she 
suspects a gust of wind came through, lifting her and the kite 
tube approximately 20' high into air, which then plummeted into 
the water. Consumer said impact of water was to right side of 
her face. Consumer felt numbness to face, with light headache 
for the day. DD 

I confirm that the information in the attached report 
(including any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

^ 9-R6-t)L 

L_J 
request that you do not release my name. 

if' You may release my name to the manufacturer but 
) request that you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to 
the public. 



4 • 
CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT 

.T..NAME OF RESPONDENT 

3.STREET ADDRESS 

4a .EMAIL ADDRESS 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) 

4 . C I T Y 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 

Oclair 

(WORK) 
unknown 

ST 
Wl 

ST 
Wl 

Region: WESTERN 

ZIPCODE 
54703 

ZIPCODE 

54703 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

The 6'3" tall, 215 lb., consumer was being pulled approx 20 miles 
per hour, when the tube became airborne. The tube hit the water 
- cont -

6 . DATE 
OF 

INCIDENT(S) 
06/18/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 41 Y/M W / / -
AND DESCRIBE INJURY C - ^ (Vw^ 

COMMENTS: Y E S J ^ K O 
.OVERRULED, — s 

broken right ankle 

9.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 
inflatable tube for water activity 

EXCISIONSJFOIAExs., 25f£ 
7" 

44PO» OOKOnR&WBTIFV „ „ R i « S W ? V 

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 
self 
RELATIONSHIP 
self 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tube 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 5 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 8 / 0 9 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR 
unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
Shields Sporting Goods 
unknown 
Eau Claire, Wl 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 06/01/2006 AGE 2 M 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
yes 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
NO 

I F . N O T , I T S DISPOSITION 
The owner has the product. 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
NO 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 0.DATE RECEIVED 
08/08/2006 

21 .RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
mlj/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

25 .DISTRIBUTION 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0680061A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

26.ENDORSER•S NAME & TITLE 
mlj 08/08/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

H0680061A 
Narrative Continued 
and became airborne a second time. When the tube hit the water 
the 2nd time, the consumer wrenched his right ankle. Both ankles 
were in the pockets of this tube, that are designated for the 
feet. 

The consumer was taken to St. Joseph's Hospital, Chippewa Fall, 
WI. X-rays were taken and the consumer's right foot was placed 
in a temporary cast, because his right ankle was broken. The 
consumer was scheduled to see an orthopedic surgeon the following 
week. 

The consumer saw the the orthopedic surgeon the following week and 
based on his x-rays, surgery was recommended. The consumer had 
surgery the following week. . . 

The consumer plans to contact the firm at a later time. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: INTERNET 



H0680061A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the 
space below. 

a U ^ J / J?i/<- ^ 7-k<L. y^l^Jr-f- 2 ^ y - ^ ^ lP,<}/>^T:J^ 
o f - A/-e_ 7\j^t^ h:-(- 7L^ i ^ c U ^ o n 773 eJ/^e. 

T^^c /3oc ^ i A s . 

I confirm that the information in the attached report 
(including any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

)ignature 
^ ' /7 -6 l^ 

Date 

request that you do not release my name. 

r~L--Y6ij may release my name to the manufacturer but 
^̂ ^̂  I request that you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to 
the public. 



• . ' CONStJMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT 

IJjTAME OF RESPONDENT 

nii'iiSiS^^fff^ 
4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) 

4 . C I T Y 
'iWMilffiiilttffliHfirrit -

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 

(WORK) 

ST 
SC 

ST 
SC 

Region: EASTERN 

pr- . 
ZIPCODE 

29681 

ZIPCODE 
29681 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

Kite tube appears to be under recall for CAP NR#06-210 

- cont -
6 . DATE 

OF 
INCIDENT(S) 

07/02/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 15 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
laceration to liver; bruised lower right lung 

8 . I F VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

not given 
RELATIONSHIP 
son 

9.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 6 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 8 / 1 4 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL #'S, DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown, DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHON^;:^!! 
Sportsstuff cawpRVLflRMonPim 
unknown COMMENTS:. 

unknown OVERRULED; m m m 
unknown Ls^a^omfm^^t. 

aRodstons 

JGP05 
15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 

DATE PURCHASED 06/30/2006 AGE 2 D 
14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 

OR MODIFIED? NO 
IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? YES 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
with consumer 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

20.DATE RECEIVED 
08/11/2006 

21 .RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
emj/HL 

23.POLLOW-UP ACTION 

25 .DISTRIBUTION 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0680123A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1200 

26 ,ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE 
emj 08/11/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0680123A 
Narrative. Continued 

Consumer believes kite tube poses a risk of injury. 

5'7" tall, 140 lb. son was riding kite tube being pulled by a boat 
traveling approximately 30 MPH. Kite tube and son were 
approximately 20' in the air when the boat turned causing a gust 
of wind to take kite tube up an additional 10'. Kite tube 
flipped causing son to fall approximately 30' into the water on 
his right side. Son became unconscious and was floating face 
down in the water. Husband turned son over and son regained 
consciousness. Four people pulled son out of the water and slid 
him onto the back of the boat. Son was coughing up small amounts 
of blood. Husband contacted 911. 

7/2/2006 Son was taken by ambulance to Oconee Memorial Hospital in 
Seneca, SC where he was examined and treated by physician (name 
unknown). Physician performed a CAT scan and took X-rays: 
Physician told husband that son had a laceration of the liver and 
a bruised lower right lung. 

7/2/2006 Son was transferred to Greenville Memorial Hospital in 
Greenville, SC were he was observed for two days. 

7/2006 Husband contacted the manufacturer and explained the 
incident to rep., (name unknown). Rep., told husband that they 
were not offering refunds and that they were only offering other 
merchandise. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: W O M 



H0680123A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the 
space below. 

1 confirm that the information in the attached report 
(including any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

'g0:r^,~ 

p/.2-7A)(-> 2 'f / I 

Date 

I I I request that you do not release my name. 

•2 You may release my name to the manufacturer but 
I request that you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to 
the public. 



Doc No: 10670180A 
.V 

i ' 07/10/2006 20:11:03 

issue: 41 07/12/2006 

Name 
Address^ 
City ^ 
State; ' 
Zip = 51 
Email 
Telephone = 
Name of Victim ̂ pi 
Victim's Address 
Victim's City 
Victim's State =i 
Victim's Zip = 56308 
Victim's Telephone 

y^S10MSff=01AEx8.:Dî > 

Incident Description: While using the Wego Kitetube Tyler was violently thrown into the water from an estimated 
height of 15 to 20 feet the boat speed was 
approximately 15 mph. He landed on his back and was unable to respond for approximately 30 to 45 seconds. He 
was unable to stand 
and was in very severe pain. We took him to the emergency room of our local hospitol and x-rays and CT scan and 
lab work. He did 
have blood in his urine and all other tests came back normal. He had very large bruses on his lower back from the 
impact. I believe that 
the speed of the boat in thier demonstration video in excess of the speed they recomend for the Kite tube. He was 
unable to get out of 
bed for 36 hours and after that amount of time he started to feel better. He still has some discomfort in his left rib 
area and lower back 
pain. We watched and followed the manufacturers DVD. This product is very unsafe and even on calm days without 
a gust of wind is 
very unpredictable. We are very thankful that Tyler is doing as well as he is but I fear for the people who purchase 
and use this kitetube 
not knowing the dangers that it presents. If any further information is needed from us feel free to contact me Lee 
Ostendorf at work 320-
763-4111. Home 320-762-8540. Thank-you for your help. Regards Lee Ostendorf 

Victim's age at time of incident = 15 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6-27-06 
Product involved = Wego Kitetube '-. 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego 
Manufacturer street address = Sportstuff Inc. 11213 E Circle Suite A Omaha, NE 68137 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 53-5000 
Date product purchased = 06-24-06 
Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only 



10670180A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space 
below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any 
changes, additions, or comments I have made) is accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

)ignatu 
±2z2^k 
Date 

^ 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public. 



KOoc No: 10670217A 
07/12/2006 16:08:04 

Issue: 41 07/14/2006 

Name = Sonja Witt 
Address = POB 295 
City = Paimer 
State = Texas 
Zip = 75152 
Email = sonjawitt(@247365.com 
Telephone = 9728462901 
Name of Victim = Zack Witt 
Victim's Address = PO Box 295 
Victim's City = Palmer 
Victim's state = Texas 
Victim's Zip = 75152 
Victim's Telephone = 9728462901 

of-, / d 
I^EXClSlONSIFOiAExs. 

/_Roviaon3 

Incident Description: I was driving the boat, and pulling my son on the Wego Kite Tube. He was in the air at varying 
heights and stable for a while. A sudden 
gust of wind caused the tube to rise, then rotate right, catapulting my son into the water. It appeared that he was 
approximately 30-35 
feet in the air. The impact knocked the air out of him. He got back into the boat, with bruises already visible on his 
back and complaining of 
pain in his back and left leg. He was taken by ambulance to a local hospital, and then careflighted to Baylor Hospital 
in Dallas. It was later 
determined that he had fractured three vertebrae. We are blessed that there was no spinal cord involvement, and he 
is expected to make 
a full recovery. He was wearing a new neoprene life vest. It is my belief that he would have sustained more injuries 
had he been 
wearing the standard type life vest. 

It is also my belief that these kite tubes are inherently dangerous. Neither the rider nor the driver can react quickly 
enough to changes in 
the wind direction or velocity nor shifting of the rider's weight nor boat direction or speed which adversely affects the 
tube. The tube is 
pooriy designed and it is my sincere desire that they be taken off the market. 

Victim's age at time of incident =14 
Victim's sex = Male_ 
Date of incident = 7/1/06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportsstuff 
Manufacturer street address = www.sportsstuff.com 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 
Date product purchased = 5/7/06 
Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public 

http://www.sportsstuff.com


f t 

% ' 2 

>- 10670217 A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to . 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space 
below. . 

i confirm that the information in the attached report (induding any 
changes, adcjitions, or comments I have made) is accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

- 7 • ' , ' ' 
f - - J -'̂  i ^ . I i 

722' 727. 72/727 7/7 //-O ^ 
SignatLifd " Date '' . 

! recuest that you do not r6:9ase my name. 

You may release my name io the manufacturer but I ;quest that 
you lot release it to the gc-;eral public. 

YGI: may release my nam;, io the manufacturer and t the public. 



1 Doc No: I0670223A Issue: 41 07/14/2006 
07/12/2006 18:26:40 

Name = Quinn Eades 
Address = 6499 N Lakeshore Dr 
City = Shreveport 
state = Louisiana 
Zip = 71107 
Email = qeades@sport.rr.com 
Telephone = 318-309-8507 fflEHEmiRHgnBEB 
Name of Victim = Quinn Eades COMMENTS: YEs_fe^ 
Victim's Address = 6499 N Lakeshore Dr —OVERRULED; _ATTaeHEB> 
Victim's City = Shreveport __ExcisioNSffoiAEx8.. ^ , 
Victim s state = Louisiana / 
Victim's Zip = 71107 -î K)NOTR&«K)fnFV _j iB«onF^ 

Victim's Telephone = 318-309-8507 A^ jlf/fn^ 

Incident Description: I was using the Wego Kite Tube on Cross Lake according to the instructions/video. I was about 
15 feet off the water and wind hit the 
tube making it EXTREMELY unsteady. I hit the water so hard it knocked the breath out of me. I was in severe pain. 
We took the tube back 
and deflated it. I had to see a doctor twice. My doctor said I probably tore muscle or pulled the cartlidge away from 
me ribs. This tube is 
highly dangerous and very unsteady. The video never states that. The manual does reference it, but to no great 
degree. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 41 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 06/08/06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff 
Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Cir Suite A 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE 68137 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 
Date product purchased = 05/06 
Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public 

mailto:qeades@sport.rr.com


-vi I0670223A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space 
below. 

./k X 2 ^ . - A J J2 ^ ^ o.̂  A _ . (A-̂ û o / ^ - / - ^ 4^ihL. O^ 
C7c}s / ^ / ^ " 2 3hfi^>/<f^/'^ LiA. 22 cAJoj. ^Y/or<^y.,^^U/y 

1 ^ Ip^J^ ^ f ( l / ^ ^ (^c4^,^ (^hjL^ ^ fU^-h OF OOl^c/ i 

t / u7^^^ /^ „ĵ */fi..̂ e- p<2i^ e Co^/d <V^<L/^ ^/^^C^J^ . 

X /oo/c 4^-^ ^ ^ ho^i<^ he. s k o r ^ . T T -h î<:̂  
P o ^ i ^ / V \ J u i l < L o J n ' o ^ I ' < ^ - / ' •iKo.^h 4 < c l t \ ( , -7 ksL-(^ 7J7 S<^<--^ 

'^'-hJ^x A-J -̂̂ r̂ ^^'^^ r./̂ s He2c2J 7f ^ cĵ y 
""n 2 /w k̂ 7î - '̂  -̂̂ -̂  c/c-P A. >-^-lyy-^rcW 
hp2c^ 2cL7.^ X - - ^ Ao/-^^/-^-'^ X . . s<^^ '^ /c /oo^-

l^vv^o\^^5Cl>^C<L)y^Juv: j , X - h u^-iO ^4-11 <>•'*-'" <>- y^c^A-V^ \y>2^r. >~ X i . 

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any^'^^<^^^ *^^''^ 
changes, additions, or comments I have made) is accurate to the best' "̂  e^^^^ 
of my knowledge and belief. <^-^'^9.v.cr 

l//7/o(^ 
Signature Date 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you not release it to the general public. 

"-̂  ' You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public. 



Doc Mo: I0670258A 
07/14/2006 14:27:20 

Issue: 42 07/17/2006 

Name 
Address =i 
City : 
state 
Zip = 
Email 
Telephone 
Name of Victim = 
Victim's Address = 
Victim's City =•: 
Victim's state = 
Victim's Zip = 83642 
Victim's Telephone = 

COMMENTS: . i _ Y E 8 _ £ ^ 
.0VERFaJl£D; A T W O ® ! 

XEXCISl EXCISlONS/FOlAExs. 
-.Revisions 

..2S^ 
T 

_k^o 
DONOTRE-NOriFY „ „ R & « O n P f 

Incident Description: On Saturday July 8th 2006 Lisa was riding on a SportsStuff Wego KITE Tube on Saturday at 
Owyhee Resevoir. After about 1 minute 
she was trown from it. She sustained a broken back and 3 broken ribs 

Victim's age at time of incident = 37 
Victim's sex = Female 
Date of incident = 07/08/2006 
Product involved = SportsStuff Wego KITE Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff 
Manufacturer street address = ??? 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaho, Neb 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Kite tube 
Date product purchased = ?? 
Name Release = Do not release name 



I0670258A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to' 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space 
below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any 
changes, additions, or comments I have made) is accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

ate 

/ 

J ^ 

• i 

..J 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public. 



Doc No: I0670263A Issue: 42 07/18/2006 
. 07/14/2006 18:21:50• 

i 

Name = David Meyer 
Address = 908 11th Avenue NE 
City = Aberdeen 
state = South Dakota 
Zip = 57401 
Email = itsallgreektome(gabe.midco.net 
Telephone = 605-226-8101 HEKEMlsaMJaiB / 

Name of Victim = David Meyer <^°*'^'^^--"^P5*^^'**«wcH® 
Victim's Address = 908 11th Avenue Northeast ^OVERRULE ; _ 
Victim's City = Aberdeen _EXCisioNSjFciAEi<8——. 

Victim's state = South Dakota 7 " „,r»«nBw 
Victim's Zip = 57401 j/ooNOTRE^onj-.R^wyr 
Victim's Telephone = 605-226-8101 VJ^ l/nl^ 

Incident Description: Injury suffered while using the Wego Kite Tube. Was thrown while in the air and suffered a torn 
AC in the left shoulder. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 34 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/25/2006 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportsstuff 
Manufacturer street address = 11213 E. Circle, Suite A 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, Nebraska 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Kite Tube, Model #53-5000 
Date product purchased = June of 2006 
Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public 

http://midco.net


-. 9 

I0670263A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space 
below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any 
changes, additions, or comments I have made) is accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

I k ^ i ^ ^ 
atureT;)p,U\-0 J ^ ^ \ ^ ^ Date 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public. 





Doc No: I0670288A Issue: 42 07/18/2006 
07/15/2006 12:37:21 

Name = mike little 
Address = 930 w blue ridge dr 
City = sanford 
state = Michigan 
Zip = 48657 . ; 
Email = mike.little@tds.net B̂RtPRVLBRHOTHEP . ^ 
Telephone = 989-687-6933 COMMENTS:_VESJ^ ^ 
Name of Victim = mike little OVERRULED; — m u a m 
Victim's Address = 930 w blue ridge dr. _EXCISIONS/FOIAEXS =. 
Victim's City = sanford .̂ Rsvusions 
Victim's state = Michigan ĵ MOTRBWJnFV _,RB*ajnPr 
Victim's Zip = 48657 J I J 
Victim's Telephone = 989-687-6933 , A ^ I H iW^ 

Incident Description: Wego Kite Tube crashed into water on top of victim. Victim sustained concussion and injury to 
neck, back and right leg. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 50 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 05/03/2006 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = omaha, ne 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = wego kite tube 
Date product purchased = 4/3/2006 
Name Release = Release name to the rrianufacturer and public 

mailto:mike.little@tds.net




I0670288A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space 
below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any 
changes, additions, or comments I hjpve madp) is accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public. 





,1 
^ D o c N o : I0670304A Issue: 42 07/18/2006 

07/16/2006 20:03:31 

Name = robert marlow 
Address-PO 83 
City = Lakeside 
state = Montana 
Zip = 59922 
Email = robzzilla@yahoo.com „,».__ ^ 
Telephone = 6198517591 MBmmmm y 
Name of Victim = Robert Marlow coMMENre: YESJ^K) 
Victim's Address = P0 83 -om^u^ . __ ,mm 

Victim's City = Lakeside " ^ " R S " " " ^ - — ' 
Victim's state = Montana 2 ^ 
Victim's Zip = 59922 -^DONOTRE^^OTIFV _R6wonPr. 
Victim's Telephone = 6198517591 U,^ ll o4f\n 

Incident Description: While being towed on the Sportstuff Kite Tube, the tube sharply dove from an allitude of 15 feet 
uncontrolably. Tube then collapsed and 
threw the rider (Robert) into the air causing violent crash. The impact caused cracked and bruised ribs: Breathing 
difficulties and lung 
problems. Doctor claims 6 months to recover fully, lam unable to work, and unable to enjoy summer activites. The 
product did not '' 
perform as the manufacturer stated. The tube is very misleading and is dangerous. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 43 
. Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 07092006 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff inc 
Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Circle Suite A 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE United States 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Kite Tube 
Date product purchased = 07092006 
Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public 

mailto:robzzilla@yahoo.com


• - i 



i I0670304A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space 
below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any 
changes, additions, or comments I have made) is accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

'fSx^A a 'yyLx^ 
Signature Date' 

n 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public. 





Doc No: I0680320A Issue: 46 08/17/2006 
08/15/2()06 19:25:19 

Name = Robert Beebe 
Address = 175 Old Mountain Rd. P.O. Box 203 
City = Marion 
state = Connecticut 
Zip = 06444 
Email = Putsz@sprintmail.com 
Telephone = (860)628-7516 
Name of Victim = Michael Beebe an»pRVLBRMonnEO 
Victim's Address = 175 old Mountain Rd. P.O. Box 203 COMMENTS: YESJ::!NO 
Victim's City = Marion —OVERRULED; —wuffiHEB 

Victim's s t a t e = Connecticut ExcisioNSff̂ oiAExs 
Victim's Zip = 06444 Revlslona 
Victim's Telephone = (860)628-7516 j^DONCJrR&NOnFY _ R B * i o n F Y / 

Incident Description: My son went tubing on the " Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube". It took him up approxifni 
feet in the air and threw him off causing him 
to hurt his legs and ankle. The empty tube then shot down into the water and ripped the ski bar out of the boat. One 
of the heavy duty 
braces broke in half and the other bent. The ski pole ripped and broke the back seat, then smashed against the 
engine causing extensive 
damage to the boat. If some was sitting in the back seat, the injury could have been tragic. 

Victim's age at time of incident =18 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 7/3/06 
Product involved = Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportsstuff 
Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Circle, Suite A 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE. 68137 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Kite Tube #53-5000 
Date product purchased = 6/28/2006 
Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public 

mailto:Putsz@sprintmail.com




I0680320A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space 
below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any 
changes, additions, or comments I have made) is accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

^/r97)-h 4 
Date 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you not release it to the general public. 

\ A 7 \ YOU may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public. 





Doc No: I0670322A 
07/17/2006 22:15:22 

Name 
Address = 
C i t y •• 

state 
Zip = 55421 
Email 
Telephone 
Name of Victim = 
Victim's Address 
Victim's City 
Victim's state 
Victim's Zip = 55421 
Victim's Telephone = 

Issue: 42 07/19/2006 

BWaPHVLBRMOTmEn 

COMMENTS: ."iB ĵ̂ iD 
-. c OVERRULED; AT1ACHE0 

EXCISIONS/FOIA Exs. 
.Revisions 

NOTR&KOnFV R&NOUFY 

Incident Description: After reviewing the dvd and instructions I took my first ride on the Wego Kite Tube. After 
traveling about 200 yards on the wafer 
surface the tube started to rise above the water. It was impossible to control and bounced up off the Water a few 
times until soaring 
-30-40 feet in the air and then turned and plummeted into the lake. I had the wind knocked out of me and my back 
was extremely sore. 
Since then I have had limited flexibility and serious back pain resulting in a loss of sleep and restrictions on my 
activities. Since the 
condition did not improve over time I visited my Doctor, with Health Partners on 6/29/2006 for an exam where I was 
told to continue 
monitoring for improvement. To this day I still have limited mobility, trouble sleeping and have had to eliminate all 
athletic activities. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 46 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/15/2006 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = SportStuff 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 
Date product purchased = From Boattube.com 
Name Release = Do not release name 

http://Boattube.com




I0670322A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space 
below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any 
changes, additions, or comments I have made) is accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

1 2 
Date 

k/oc. 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public. 



' •' 



Doc No: I0670323A 
07/17/2006 23:28:42 

Name = Tracy Baublits 
Address = 5504 Valley Avenue East 
City = Fife 
State = Washington 
Zip = 98424 
Email = TBaub@aol.com 
Telephone = 253.926.1337 
Name of Victim = Tracy Baublits 
Victim's Address = 5504 Valley Avenue EAst 
Victim's City = Fife 
Victim's State = Washington 
Victim's Zip = 98424 
Victim's Telephone = 253.926.1337 

Issue: 42 07/19/2006 

fiin»ffRVLBRM(mBI^ y 

COMMENTS: YES -SJ«>._-,-f^ 
OVERRULED; ATWeHTO 

EXCISIONS/FOIA Exs. 
.Revisions 

i^NOTREWOTIFV _Jffi«OfnFV 

Incident Description: On JIMOG, while kiting on the intermediate rope length on the SportStuff WEGO, I suffered a 
concussion after falling from the WEGO kite 
tube from approx. 15 ft in the air. Upon impact (either with tube or water - still not sure) I was conscious, but 
unresponsive. Having had 
the breath knocked out of me very hard, I was having a hard time breathing. Once to shore, 911 was called & I was 
transported to St. 
Clare Hospital. After several hours of triage care there, it was decided to transport me to the Trauma Care Unit at St 
Joseph Hospital in 
Tacoma, Wa. The Trauma unit then admitted me to the ICUi where I stayed for 2 days before being discharged. 
Numerous tests were 
needed, since I had not been lucid for about 24 hours and was still in severe pain. 
An enlarged right heart, 2 dis-associated ribs, strained neck and a Grand Maul Siezure due to the closed head 
trauma. At one point in the 
ER, I also 'flat lined' for 20-30 seconds and also suffered a severe bruised hip & thigh. In other words, the whole right 
side of my body 
took the impact of my fall! 17 days later & I am just now back to work, only light duty, yet still in constant pain from 
my rib injury. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 41 . 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = July 1, 2006 
Product involved = WEGO Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = SportStuff 
Manufacturer street address = NE 11213 "E" Circle (A) Omaha, NE 68137 ... 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = United States (?) 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Model 53-5000 
Date product purchased = April 2, 2006 
Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only 

mailto:TBaub@aol.com




I0670323A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space 
below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any 
changes, additions, or comments I have made) is accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

0 > > v ^ ^O j iAaM^ 

Signature 
^/3/<?^ 

Date 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public. 





',5 

Doc No: I0670325A 
07/17/2006 18:29:58 

Issue: 42 07/19/2006 

Name = Mike Deeg 
Address = 5551 Choice Cut Ct 
City = Evansville 
state = Indiana 
Zip = 47720 
Email = iumad@excite.com 
Telephone = 812-963-5671 
Name of Victim = Abbey Deeg 
Victim's Address = 5551 Choice Cut Ct 
Victim's City = Evansville 
Victim's State = Indiana 
Victim's Zip = 47720 
Victim's Telephone = 812-963-5671 

MFBIPRVLBRMOnFIED Kwuiii-ieu y 

COMMENTS:. 
OVERRULED; OTTOCH® 

EXCISIONSffOIA Exs. _ _ _ _ _ _ 
.Revi^ons 

JLDOt OONOTREfKnUY „.J>BmflP( 

Incident Description: Abbey was on tube and it climbed to approx. ten feet. It turned over in the air and she fell on 
her back. After seekinf medical attention and 
getting her back x-rayed it was found that she has a compression fracture in her back. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 23 
Victim's sex = Female 
Date of incident = 7-2-06 
Product involved = Sports Stuuf Kite Tube 
Product brand hame/manufacturer = Sports Stuff 
Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Circle 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, Nebraska 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Kite Tube 
Date product purchased = 6-1-06 
Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public 

mailto:iumad@excite.com




H ' 
I0670325A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space 
below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any 
changes, additions, or comments I have made) is accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

Signature Date 

J 
I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you not release it to the general public. 

\ ^ You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public. 



'..i 



Doc No: I0670326A Issue: 42 07/19/2006 
07/17/2006 18:33:08 

Name 
Address 
City = 
state =' 
Zip = 48237 
Email "'ftgwtM m^ immHiin y 
Telephone = ^ W i i H a B i f e coMMENTS:_YEs_t,««b 
Name of Victim = | ^ ^ H f e -OVERRULED; _ « . . „ 
Victim's Address = ^ ^ P | M ^ ^ ^ ^ P - J/EXCISIONS/FOIAEXS.J2^-

Victim's S t a t e ^ = ^ S ^ ./iJONOTRE-NanFY _ i 
Victim's Zip = , i ! i i i i i 
Victim's telephone = c/riim 
Incident Description: My partner was severly injured on memorial day weekend on a Kite Tube. He fell from about 
20 feet in the air and was knocked 
unconsious. Because of the water depth I couldn't perform proper cpr, so i proceeded to hit him in the baCk to get 
him to expell the 
water. He remembers being in the air and then does not remember anything until after he got to the hospital. He 
suffered a compressed 
neck. He bruised his abdomen, pelvis and groin. He tore his groin mucsle and the muscle from his heck to his 
shoulder. He was off 
work for 9 days and in a neck brace for weeks. Other then some reacurring neck pain he has completely healed. I 
cant say how glad I 
am that you pulled this stupid product off the market. They forgot to mention on the box that you cant control wind 
velocity or air current. 
No thrill ride is worth a life. I promptly deflated the tube and threw it away. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 33 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 05/27/2006 
Product involved = Water Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff Wego Kite Tube 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha Nebraska 
Product involved still available = No 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 
Date product purchased = March or April 
Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only 





4; 
»i I0670326A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space 
below. 

I confirm thatthe information in the attached report (including any 
changes, additions, or comments I have made) is accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

Signature 
71'IU'0{^ 
Date 

2\ 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public. 





J Doc No: I0680069A Issue: 45 08/07/2006 
^ 08/03/2006 20:34:07 

Name = Douglas M. Shald 
Address = 6723 E Telegragh St. • 
City = Yuma 
State = Arizona 
Zip = 85365 
Email = cmshald@aol.com iFRfP^W^^""°^^P 
Telephone = 928-344-2048 COMMENTS: _ Y E S . ^ M O 
Name of Victim = Nicholas M. Shald _OVERRUI£D:—/ 
Victim's Address = 6723 E Telegragh St. _EXCISIONS/FOIAEX9. 
Victim's City = Yuma ^̂ Revisums 
Victim's State = Arizona 
Victim's Zip = 85365 
Victim's Telephone = 928-344-2048 

incident Description: The Wego Kite Tube was hovering at about 10 ft. above the water when it suddenly caught an 
unexpected amount of air. On its way 
down, it landed at an awkward angle, causing the victim's ankle to break in two places. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 15 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/17/06 
Product involved = 10 ft. wide kite tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego Kite Tube/Sportsstuff Inc. 
Manufacturer street address = 11213 E. Circle (Suite "A") 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, Nebraska 68137 
Product involved still available = No 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = N/A 
Date product purchased = 6/16/06 
Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public 

mailto:cmshald@aol.com




I0680069A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space 
below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any 
changes, additions, or comments I have made) is accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

^ j 

LL&i, 4; MPQ B2kL 
Signatufe Date' 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public. 



T" 

"h 



Doc No: I0680136A 
08/07/2006 21:21:07 

Issue: 45 08/09/2006 

fflFWPIWHIRNffnFIBft 

COMMENTS: Y E S . ^ ! K O 

.OVERRULED; -

'. EXCISIONSrt̂ OlA F « O ? , S < ^ . 

.Revisions 
J C E X I 

Name 
Address 
City 
state 
Zip 
Email =1 
Telephone 
Name of Victim ^ 
Victim's Address =̂  
Victim's City 
Victim's State 
Victim's Zip =' 
Victim's Telephone 

Incident Description: Fell from a Wego Kite Tube approximately 40' (caught a gust of wind that sent him up too high 
and kite got out of control). His life jacket 
busted open when he hit the water, and an ambulance lifted him out of the boat. At the hospital, it was found that he 
had ruptured a 
kidney that was not a healthy kidney prior to the accident. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 30 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 5/28/06 
Product involved = Wego kite tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportsstuff 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = online - www.sportsstuff.com 
Product involved still available = No 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 
Date product purchased = 2006 
Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only 

http://www.sportsstuff.com




I0680136A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space 
below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any 
changes, additions, or comments I have made) is accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

ilim 
Signature y Date 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you not release it to the general public. 

Yo I may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public. 





^ Doc N:iJ: I0680604A Issue: 48 08/29/2006 
08/25/2006 23:55:17 

Name = Nichols Melancon 
Address = 10209 Coronado Ave NE 
City = Albuquerque 
state = New Mexico 
Zip = 87122 gifffffRYt-BR p̂riFiEa , 
Email = nmelancon@qwest.net COMMENTS:—YES j ^ 
Telephone = 505-235-9905 OVERRULED; —ATOCHiBi 
Name of Victim = Andre Melancon ExcisioNSrt=aAEx8.___=„. 
Victim's Address = 10209 Coronado Ave NE Reviaons 
Victim's City = Albuquerque ,«^NOTR&HonFY 
Victim's State = New Mexico 
Victim's Zip = 87122 ^ V ^ 
Victim's Telephone = 505-235-9905 

Incident Description: While riding the kitetube a wind gust caused the rider to loose control and was thrown violently 
into the water knocking him 
unconcious. He was taken to the emergency room and treated for a ruptured lung. 

Victim's age at time of incident =19 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 
Product involved = WEGO Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = 
Product involved still available = No 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = WEGO kite tube 
Date product purchased = April 2006 
Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public 

mailto:nmelancon@qwest.net




>' I0680604A 

if you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space 
below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report (Including any 
changes, additions, or comments I have made) is accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

fi '^U>7> 
Dat€ 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you not release it to the general public. 

S 7 | You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public. 





I.Task Number 
060620HCC2608 

3. Office Code 

810 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 17 

2. Investigator's ID 
9103 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 03 

EPIDEIVIIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 16-year-old male sustained bruised ribs after falling off of a kite tube. The kite tube was approximately 35 feet in 
ttie air when It began erratically tipping from side to side and ttien completely flipped over. The victim was taken to 
the hospital where he was treated and released. 

QSEEQafEMieia 
COMMENTS: V E S J I M Q 

OVERRULED; ATTACHED 

. E X C I S I O N S / F O I A E X S . 
Ifievtslone 

7. Location (Home, Sctiool, etc) 
9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

8. City 
CALEDONIA 

IDA. First Product 
• 3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 
SPORTSSTUFF WEGO 

10C. Model Number 
53-5000 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
Omaha, NE 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
16 

13. Sex 

1 - Male 

14. Disposition 

1 - Injured, not Hosp. 

15. injury Diagnosis 
53 - Cont./Abras. 

16. Body Part(s) 
Involved 

31-UPPER TRUNK 

17. Respondent 

2 - Eyewitness 

18. Type of Investigation 

2 -Telephone 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

1 6 / 0 

20. Attachment(s) 
2 - Documents 

21. Case Source 

06 - Emergency Room (not NEISS) 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes O No ® Verbal 

24. Review Date 

08/11/2006 

25. Reviewed By 

9101 

26. Regional Office Director 

Eric B. Ault 

27. Distribution 
Ingle, Robin L. 

28. Source Document Number 

I0660269A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 



IDI 060620HCC2608 

CHRONOLOGICAL NARRATIVE 

This investigation was initiated based on incident reported by the Mecosta County 
Emergency Department. The victim reportedly sustained facial trauma and chest wall 
contusion. The incident involves a Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube, which was recalled per 
recall notice #06-210 on 7/13/06. The consumer was interviewed via telephone after 
confirming that she did not have the kite tube involved in the incident. 

The consumer resides in Caledonia, Michigan with her husband and 16-year-old son. 
The consumer stated that they jointly purchased a kite tube with a friend. The consumer 
stated that the friend actually went to the store and bought the kit tube. The consumer 
further advised that she believes the kite tube was purchased at a boat dealership named 
Skiers Pier located at 2505 Dixie Hwy, Waterford, Michigan for approximately $400. 
This investigator asked for the friend's name and contact information, however the 
consumer indicated that her preference was not to release his name and contact 
information at this time. The consumer explained that she and her husband should be 
able answer any questions about the incident. The consumer agreed to provide this 
information in the future if necessary. 

The consumer stated that her 16-year-old son, who was injured in the incident, has past 
experience water tubing on single and double water tubes. She further advised that prior 
to the incident, her son had been on this kite tube approximately two times with no 
problem. The consumer described her son as being 5'8" tall and weighing about 135 
pounds. On June 17, 2006 the consumer and her family were at the Muskegon River, 
near Big Rapids Michigan. The consumer stated that her husband tied the kite tube to a 
ski boat. The consumer's son got on the kite tube and the boat began to accelerate. The 
consumer stated that she was riding in the boat along with her husband and friend. The 
consumer stated that as the boat reached about 20 mph, they approached an area along 
the shoreline where the trees are shorter. The consumer believes that in this area the 
wind was particularly gusty and this caused the kite tube to quickly rise in the air 
approximately 35 feet. At this height the consumer witnessed the kite tube tip 
approximately 100 degrees to the left and 100 degrees to the right and then it completed 
flipped over. The consumer's son fell off the kite tube into the water. The consumer 
stated that the kite tube did not fall on top of her son. The consumer stated that they 
found her son lying face down in the water and he was unconscious. They placed him on 
the boat and after several seconds he regained consciousness. The consumer stated that 
he was bleeding from his mouth. The son was taken to the emergency room where the 
consumer stated he was diagnosed as having bruised ribs but had no broken^bones. The 
consumer stated that her son was not hospitalized. 

The consumer stated that she talked to her son about the incident and he told her that 
while he was air bom he managed to tuck his shoulders in to protect his neck before 
hitting the water. The consumer believes this action saved her son's life and that he 
could have easily broken his neck if had not known how to react. 



IDI 060620HCC2608 

Information Provided per the Investigation Request Form 

This interview was conducted via telephone, the victim's mother and father who 
witnessed the.incident, provided the following requested information: 

• One person was on the kite tube at the time ofthe incident. 

• The mother stated that this kite tube had been used several times a couple 
of days before this incident occurred. The mother stated that 2 adult male 
friends and one adult female friend all used the kite tube several times 
without incident. The mother further advised that her son, the victim, had 
been on this kite tube about two times (on the same day ofthe incident) 
before this incident occurred. Although the victim had experience with 
other water tubing equipment this was his first time kite tubing. 

• The father stated that he tied the rope/tow harness to the ski boat. The 
father stated that he was not sure but he believed the rope was 50 feet 
long. The father further advised that the rope was not modified or 
lengthened and it was the standard length that came with the kite tube. 

The father stated that the rope came with the kite tube and he assumed it 
"was originally sold with the kite tube. He further stated that it appeared to 
be in good condition and was not tom or damaged during the incident. 

The mother stated the ski boat was traveling about 20 mph when the 
incident occurred. 

The mother stated the kite tube was approximately 35 feet in the air when 
it began to erratically tip from side to side and then completely flip over. 

The narrative above summarizes what they stated occurred during and 
immediately after the incident. The mother stated that both the kite tube 
and rope were not damaged in the incident. 

• The mother stated the victim was wearing a helmet and a life jacket. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 

The product involved in the incident is kite tube. The product was purchased by a family 
friend. The consumer stated that this person is aware ofthe recall and she believed he 
had already retumed it to the manufacturer as instructed in the recall notice. The 
consumer confirmed that it was one ofthe recalled Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes but she 
had no further product information because she did not have the unit in her possession. 

• 



IDI 060620HCC2608 

ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit "A" - Contact Sheet 



IDI 060620HCC2608 

Exhibit A 

Contact Sheet 

kl Victim's mother,^ 

Victim, DOB 1/5/90,1 



Doc No: I0660269A Issue: 38 06/20/2006 TC56 
.06/17/2006 19:52:15 

Name of Health Care Professional -
Address • 

Product involved = Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego 
Manufacturer street address = wwAw.sportsstuff.com 
Place where manufactured (City and State) = Overton's product item #12063 
Product model and serial number = 
Date product purchased = 2006 

Incident Description: Being pulled behind boat on a Kite Tube, made by Wego...flipped by air gusts several times 
and flew up 25' before falling onto chest onto 
Kite tube, causing facial trauma, and ches wall contusion, with presentation on coughing up blood. Family states 
rumor aftenvards by 
bystanders of a death of someone on same in Texas. 

Victim's age at time of incident= 16 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/17/2006 
Name of Victim = contact hospital for this and HIPPA compliance regualtion adherance 
Victim's Address = 
Victim's City = 
Victim's State = . 
Victim's Zip = 
Victim's Telephone = 

Product involved still available = Yes 
Where product located = owned by neighbor of victim 

http://wwAw.sportsstuff.com


1. Task Number 

060620HCC2617 

3. Office Code 

810 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 05 27 

2. Investigator's ID 

9104 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 27 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

There were two victims, one was a 21 year-old male and the other was a 25-year-old male. The 25-year-old male was 
victim #2 and was the only one to require medical treatment. The 25-year-old male was riding a kite tube which 
crested at approximately 65 feet. The victim upon landing was unconscious having suffered a concussion, two broken 
teeth and a lingering fear of heights. 

CTRfPHWflRMOTfflFff 

/ 
COMMENTS: Y E S j l N O 

OVERRULED; WTaCHH) 

,EXaSIONS/FOIAExs.. 
j,&_K£uaons 

drWmwumm 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

8. City 

PHENIXCITY 

9. State 

AL 

10A. First Product 

3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 
WEGO KITE TUBE 

IOC. Model Number 
UNKNOWN 

IOD. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSTUFF, INC 
11213 E. Circle #A 
Omaha, NE 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

110. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
25 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

14. Disposition 
1 - Injured, not Hosp. 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
52 - Concussion 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

75 - HEAD 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

3 0 / 9 

20. Attachment(s) 
0 - No Attachments 

21. Case Source 
04 - Radio, TV 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes O No # Verbal 

24. Review Date 
08/21/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
9067 

26. Regional Office Director 
Eric B. Ault 

27. Distribution 
Ingle, Robin L.; Seymour, Linda A. 

28. Source Document Number 
X0660460A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 





060620HCC2617 

The infonnation contained in this report was obtained from a telephone interview with 
victim two, the respondent on July 27, 2006. The respondent states he and victim one 
had performed extensive research on the kite tube before victim two purchased the 
kite tube. Both victims had watched the video via intemet 6 times prior to the purchase 
and then watched the DVD that came as part ofthe kite tube kit. See Attachment 1 
for history of this case. 

Victim two, the respondent is a 25-year-old male. Victim one and owner of the Wegp 
Kite Tube is a 21-year-old male. On May 27, 2006 the two victims along with a friend 
who was driving the boat went to Lake Harding for the day. The previous week this 
same trio had spent the week on Lake Oliver enjoying playing with the kite tube. There 
were no incidents therefore they were looking forward to another day of fun. On May 27, 
2006 victim number one rode the kite tube. He landed near the boat in a disoriented state 
but still on the kite tube. He landed along side the boat and the respondent was able to 
pull him into the boat. This victim did not seek medical attention. The respondent then 
rode the kite tube. The boat pulled the kite tube against the wind where it crested at 
approximately 65 feet. The respondent states at the peak of the ride he realized 
something was wrong, he could no longer see the boat pulling the kite tube and he felt a 
difficult landing was imminent. The respondent curled up in a fetal position and prayed 
for the best. When the kite tube landed his knees hit his face with such force it caused a 
concussion rendering him unconscious. The respondent states he was treated at a local 
ER with follow-up by his personal physician. The respondent was unable to drive for a 
month. He states he breaks out in a sweat at extreme heights which did not occur prior to 
the accident. The respondent states two of his teeth were broken which have required 
extensive work which he hopes will be completed by the time he gets married in 
September ofthis year. The respondent was unable to estimate the speed of the boat as 
he was concentrating on surviving. The respondent states there were no dmgs 
(prescription or other) and/or alcohol involved in these incidents. 

The respondent states the kite tube had the rope attached to it when it was purchased 
and they did not change anything. The two victims and the driver ofthe boat were 
all wearing life jackets. The respondent states if he had not been wearing the life 
jacket he would have died. He states his friends told him when he landed his head was 
lolling from one side to the other and his eyes were rolling. The life jacket kept him 
afloat until they could rescue him. The respondent states the boat had a canvas top 
obstmcting the driver's view of him when he crested. The respondent states that the 
week before they hadexperienced no problems with the kite tube and they used it all 
week. 
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On the day ofthe incident when they first used the kite tube it would not rise very high as 
they were going with the wind. They tumed around, went against the wind aiid this is 
when the incidents occurred 

When the respondent contacted me the CPSC recall was in effect. Victim one who 
owned the kite tube had retumed it and received a full refund. ' - " '2 

I was unable to interview the other victim. I was also unable to interview the driver of 
the boat. The respondent states the trio had been involved in water activities all of their 
lives and the young man who drove the boat drives boats professionally for water ski 
events where several skiers perform in unison. 

The respondent states the kite tube was purchased at Extreme Marine and Cycles^ 1107 
Highway 280 Bypass, Phenix City, AL 36867-0000. I called this business entity.' Iwas 
told they had sold approximately 12-15 ofthe kite tubes and had apprpximately 5 
retumed. They gave refunds for each one that was retumed and sent them back to the 
manufacturer. 

The Wego Kite Tube is manufactured by Sportstuff, Inc., 11213 E. Circle, #A. 
Omaha, NE, Telephone # (402)592-9085. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1-List of Contacts 
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Name: 
Title: 
Address: 

Telephone: 

Name: 
Title: 
Address: 

Telephone: 

List of Contacts 

Victim Two/Respondent 

Manager - Extreme Marine and Cycles 

AL 36867 

History: This case was assigned on July 5, 2006 with specific instmctions that it was a 
high priority. The source document was a WVTM-TV intervievv printed from the 
intemet that does not indicate the date it aired nor does it indicate the date ofthe incident. 
CPSC arbitrarily assigns the first day ofthe month if the incident date is unknown. I 
spent three days to include 14 hours on July 6, 2006 traveling from place to place 
inquiring about the incident, attempting to ascertain the date ofthe incident and locate 
facts none of which were forthcoming. On July 7, 2006 I was told by Rick Moll, News 
Director WVTM-TV (ABC affiliate) Columbus, GA that he did not know the date ofthe 
incident as they had held the story for several weeks in an attempt to verify facts. Mr. 
Moll further stated they had destroyed all information pertaining to the case. The tip on 
the case came via e-mail and they had destroyed it, they had destroyed the telephone 
numbers ofthe victims, and they had destroyed the address of one ofthe victim's homes 
where the interview was conducted. He did state if he or the reporter remembered 
anything they would call me. In approximately three weeks victim two/respondent called 
my supervisor stating the television station had called him stating "the Corp of Engineers 
are involved" and ask him to call. The case was reopened, closed inadvertently, reopened 
again and this will be the third time it has been closed. The respondent addressed the 
issues with the television station. The respondent states the TV station either did not 
believe the kite tube crested at such a height and/or they felt that alcohol or dmgs were 
involved thus the delay in airing the story. Neither victim has a telephone listed in their 
name. 
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fell and turned over sideways, apparently causing the victim to strike the kite tube with his leg after the kite tube 
bounced off of the water. The victim was transported to the ER by EMS he was treated for a fractured femur. 
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On 5/20/06, a 22 year old male suffered a broken femur 
bone in his right leg as a result of riding a kite tube 
that crashed while being towed by a motorboat on a lake. 
The victim was riding the kite tube about 20 feet in the 
air when it suddenly fell and turned over sideways, 
apparently causing the victim to strike the kite tube with 
his leg after the kite tube bounced off of the water. 

Information in this report was obtained through in-
person interviews with the victim and the boat operator 
(where photos were taken of the kite tube and of X-rays of 
victim's injuries), a boating accident report received from 
the NC Wildlife Resources Commission (NCWRC), product 
description, specifications and return information on the 
manufacturer's web-site [see Exhibits 3,5,7]. The NC 
Wildlife Resources Investigator did not take any photos. 
This product was recalled by the manufacturer on 7/13/06 
[see Exhibit 6]. No samples were requested in the 
assignment instructions, only photographs were required. 
Photos were taken of the victim's X-rays. No medical 
release was provided by the victim so medical records were 
not requested from the hospital. The victim did grant 
authorization for his name to be released [see Exhibit 4]. 
An EiyiS report was requested, but was not provided [see 
Exhibit 9]. There were no other officials 
involved/official reports to collect. 

• The kite tube involved in the incident was about two 
to three weeks old when the incident occurred. The victim 
stated that he had no previous, experience with similar 
products, but he had ridden on regular tubes a number of 
times. Both he and the boat operator stated t:hat the kite 
tube and the tow rope were new and appeared to be in good 
condition at the time of the incident. He had used this 
kite tube four times prior to the incident without any 
major problems or injuries. He stated that he did get the 
kite tube up to 20 feet on one occasion prior to the day of 
the incident. 

On the day of the incident, the victim was at the lake 
with his friends. They were riding 6n his 18 foot stingray 
ski boat. One of his friends was driving the boat while he 
got ready to ride on his kite tube. The victim was wearing 
a life jacket. He stated that a DVD comes with the product 
and that he and the driver of the boat had watched the DVD 
and followed all of the directions. The victim stated that 
he read the warnings that are printed on the kite tube. He 
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said he did not ask the retail sales staff any questions 
when he purchased the kite tube and they did not offer any 
directions or cautions. 

At the time of the incident, the weather was clear, 
the temperature was 85 degrees, Fahrenheit and the. water 
conditions were calm (waves less than 8 inches), the wind 
was moderate (7 to- 14 mph), and the visibility was good 
Alcohol was not listed as a factor in the incident [see 
Exhibit 3, pg. 1]. 

According- to the boating accident report. On IMlay 20, 
2006 at about 4:30 pm, the 22 year old male victim was 
flying on a "flying kite" (kite tube) about 20 feet above 
the surface of the lake when the operator slowed down after 
crossing the wake of another boat. The kite turned over 
and the victim lost control, falling about 20 feet to the 
surface of the' lake,. The victim was helped back into the 
boat by the other passengers and transported to the boat 
access area when EMS arrived on the scene. EMS transported 
the victim to the emergency room where he was treated for a 
fractured femur in his right leg [see Exhibit 3, pg. 3]. 
The yellow section of the tow rope broke in two during the' 
incident [see Exhibit l(I-L)]. 

The victim was the only person on the kite tube and he 
was the only one being towed by the boat at the time of the 
incident. The boat operator (victim's friend) had over 100 
hours of experience operating boats and the victim stated 
that his friend had driven his boat on numerous occasions 
for two years. The victim's estimated height and weight 
are six feet tall and about 170 pounds. 

The victim stated that he did not believe that he 
could direct/control the direction and height of the kite 
tube. He stated that he achieved a maximum height of about 
25 to 30 feet above the water during the incident and that 
he was this high (25 - 30 feet) off the water when things 
began to go wrong. He said all of the sections of the tow 
rope were tied together and being used at the time of the 
incident. This would make the length of the tow rope about 
65 feet long. The victim estimated that the boat was going' 
about 25 miles per hour at the time of the incident. He 
said that was the speed it took to get the kite tube 
halfway out of the water and from there one pushes off with 
his legs to get the kite tube to fly. 
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The victim stated that he could see the boat through 
the window of the kite tube. He did not signal the boat to 
slow down. It was already slowing down when he was 30 feet 
in the air and then the wind stopped blowing and the kite 
tube suddenly dove down to the water. He could not do 
anything to lower the kite tube towards the water. He did 
not notice any mechanical issues with the kite tube except 
that "you can't control anything". 

Both the victim and the boat operator .stated that the 
victim fell sideways toward the water and struck the water 
sideways, on his right side/right leg. The victim stated 
that he was still on the kite tube when it struck the water 
and he believes that his leg actually struck the kite tube 
after the kite tube bounced off the water, then bounced 
back into the air before it finally landed in the water. 

The boat operator stated that the maximum height 
achieved during the incident was more like 20 feet above 
'the water and this was about the height when the kite tube 
dove down to the water. He stated that the speed of the 
boat just prior to the incident had been about 25 miles per 
hour, but he was already slowing down at the time of the 
incident to less than 25 mph. He said there was nothing 
else he could do to halt the dive. The boating accident 
report form completed by the operator lists the boat speed 
at 10 - 20 miles per hour at the time of the incident. The 
NC WRC investigator also put the speed of the boat at about 
10 - 20 mph at the time of the incident. The boat operator 
stated that he could not communicate with the rider 
(victim). He did not remember who attached the tow 
rope/tow harness to the kite tube and boat just prior to 
the time of the incident. He agreed with the victim that 
all three sections of the tow rope were being used at the 
time of the incident (65 feet). 

The victim was operated on that same day (5./20/06) to 
repair the fracture. His right femur bone had broken in 
three places and the doctors inserted a rod and screw into 
his leg to help repair the fracture [see Exhibit 2 (a-e) to 
view photos of victim's X-rays]. The victim was released 
from the hospital that same day (5/20/06). He was still 
utilizing crutches one month after the incident. He claims 
to have incurred over $40,000 in medical bills as a result 
of his injury. 
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The victim did not report the incident.to the 
manufacturer, but he was considering contacting them to 
obtain a replacement or refund for the recalled kite tube. 
He still had possession of it at the time he was 
interviewed by this investigator. He is also considering 
pursuing litigation to cover the medical expenses he has 
incurred as a result of his injury. 

PRODUCT INFORMATION 

The product is a Wego brand inflatable kite tube that 
is 10 foot in diameter, yellow colored, and designed to be 
towed behind a power boat. 

MANUFACTURER: SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E. Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 

BRAND: WEGO 
MODEL: 53-5000 

The victim purchased the kite tube from Overton's Boat 
and Supply store. Wake Forest Road, Raleigh, NC around the 
first week of May. He no longer has the original sales 
receipt. The retail price of the kite tube was $499.99. 

The product description and specifications for the 
kite tube are as follows (see Exhibit 5): 

Wego Kite Tube 
lOft diameter flying tube 
Take flight with the WEGO KITE TUBE! The- next generation of 
action towable is here, taking you to a whole new level of 
excitement! Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly 
through the air like a bird! Experience the thrill of flight 
as you rise above the water, reaching incredible heights, 
leaving nothing but adrenaline in your wake! The level of 
extreme sport has been raised with the WEGO KITE TUBE. 
Anything else is beneath it... 
Model 53-5000 Sug. Retail: $599.95 

KITE TUBE WITHDRAWN FROM MARKET - CLICK HERE FOR 
INFO 

Features: 

• 120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration 

• 840D full body nylon double sl<in cover with PU coating 
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• Computerized double stitched sewing 

e Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 

• Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked 

• Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit 

• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick connection 

• Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation 

« Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for comfortable foot, knee, and 
leg use 

• 8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard 

o Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls 

• Reflective Safety piping on all handles and on the outside top taping 

• Variable loops for detachable leash use 

" Panoramic see through double windows 

• Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope Included 

• High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard and caution 
accent striping 

« Instructional DVD, tow rope, and starting leash included 

Watch the included instructional video to learn how to fly: 
Kite Tube Instructional Video 

The kite tube is labeled in part: "***KITE 
TUBE***WEGO***SPORTSSTUFF***NEVER KITE HIGHER THAN YOU'RE 
WILLING TO FALL!***WARNING! KITE TUBE USER Release of 
Liability: By assembling and inflating the Kite Tube, you 
agree that you have read and understand the entire 
Sportssuff s product manual...This release shall extend to any 
loss, damage, injury, or expense due to any cause whatsoever 
including negligence or breach of contract.on the part of 
Sportsstuff and/or any party participating in the design 
and/or manufacture of the kite tube***Water-ski 
handsignals***ITEM NO:53-5000***U-CONTROL RIDER SPEED HEIGHT 
SAFETY***[see Exhibit 1(a-h)]. 

The original retail box that the kite tube was packaged 
in is labeled in part: "***WEGO KITE TUBE*** 
SPORTSSTUFF***120" diameter***WEGO TOWABLE***$499.99*** 
FEATURES! 120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted-
saucer configuration***84 0D full body nylon double skin 
cover with PU coating***...Speed safety valves for fast easy 
installation /deflation***Parallel slotting system with non-
slip footsteps and neoprene padding for comfortable foot, 
knee and leg use***8' padded non-slip handles with knuckle 
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guard***Segmented tow rope is included adjustable length 
style 45/55/65 foot lengths...***" [see Exhibit 1 
(m-O)]. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit 1(a-0) - Photos of kite tube, rope & packaging, 

Exhibit 2 (a-e) - Photos of victim's X-ray. 

Exhibit 3 - Boating accident report (NCWRC). 

Exhibit 4 - Authorization for Release of Name. 

Exhibit 5 - product info, from SportsStuff web-site. 

Exhibit 6 - Release NO. 06-210 (Kite tube recall). 

Exhibit 7 - Return info, from SportsStuff web-site. 

Exhibit 8 - Contact List. 

Exhibit 9 - Status of Missing document form. 



06062IHCC1594 Exhibit 1(a) - view of one side of deflated kite tube that was 
involved in the incident. "KITE TUBE" labeling is visible in this photo. 
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06062 IHCC 1594 Exhibit 1(b) - view another end of deflated kite tube that was 
involved in the incident. "WEGO" labeling is visible in this photo. 
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06062 IHCC 1594 Exhibit 1(c) - this view ofthe kite tube shows the skull and 
crossbones 
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06062 IHCC 1594 Exhibit 1(d) - view of labeling on the opposite side ofthe kite tube 

that was involved in the incident which reads in part: "***SPORTSSTUFF***NEVER 
KITE HIGHER.THAN YOU'RE WILLING TO FALL!***". 
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U0U021H(JC1594 Exhibit 1(e) - view of WARNING label on kite tube which reads in 
part: "*** WARNING! KITE TUBE RIDER: To lessen your risk of serious injury or 
death, follow these rules:...***". 
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MT£ TUBE USEft 

Tube You adrthonsiy ajTw ,h.-„ you „ , « , „ .» a, ; ;S«.To™^ ^ i ^ ^ S ! ^ <™ » ^ " - ^ ^ 

m i M .-. sn.«~« - i - f y o- O l B H ^ ™ * ' ' 
of w « iy*a TiA>« c*n toe •**«is*d»fci^ " • * • • 

••nd and ui>-Jrr-,land »w urn™ owrur-is n.Mw»i Mnuiui o. " - ^ W K ^ I T S I T . " ' ' " °' '*• "«• ' i *« «rti 
t j ks . dangm and haistis whicn m«y iMi-n --• sn.«>ii« ••'!"•> <>• o ^ ^ ™ ?* *** '>* • ™ * ' " M ^ ' " 

mn preducl »h«.l Bo ev,de«ca ?• V" ' " , ^ , „ , ,„rt~ Mnm i f , ' TT ' » " -

". 9i VtQ UM ol the 

iiaQilganc« 

sr,jKr» '"<»j^ ' 'Slwd p i * " *TSJ. oT*ntt™«.»««««»««•«i'''""';;SS=^' 
S 'nh-ry ' " ^ , S ^ i ^ - « ' » ^ " i S ; ? » " ' ' • » * '»»•"=«'•»«" sp»i..wir» w * ^ . — -

06062IHCC 1594 Exhibit 1(f) - view another waming label on kite tube which reads in 
part: WARNING! KITE TUBE USER Release of Liabihty: By assembling and inflating 
the Kite Tube, you agree that you have read and understand the entire Sportssuff s 
product manual.. .This release shall extend to any loss, damage, injury, or expense due to 
any cause whatsoever including including negligence or breach of contract on the part of 
Sportsstuff and/or any party participating in the design and/or manufacture ofthe kite 
tube***". 
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06062 IHCC 1594 Exhibit 1(g) - View of diagram of "Water-ski handsignals". 
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06062 IHCC 1594 Exhibit 1(h) - Close-up view of item No. printed on one ofthe labels 
attached to the kite tube. "***ITEM NO>:53-5000***". 
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06062 IHCC 1594 Exhibit 1(g) - View of another Waming Label attached to the kite 
tube. 
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06062IHCC 1594 Exhibit 1(h) - more labeling printed on the kite tube which reads in 
part: "***U-CONTROL RIDER SPEED HEIGHT SAFETY***". 
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06062 IHCC 15 94 Exhibit 1(1) - View of broken tow rope (yellow section) that broke 
during the incident. 
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06062 IHCC 1594 Exhibit 1(J) - another view of broken section of tow rope which 
measures about 12 feet long. 
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06062 IHCC 1594 Exhibit l(k) - View of all ofthe rope sections involved in the 
incident. The yellow, red, and white sections all tie together to create the maximum 
length about 65 feet which was the length ofthe rope at the time ofthe incident. 
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06062 IHCC 1594 Exhibit 1(L) - View of broken end ofthe tow rope from the main 

section of the rope. 
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit l(m ) - View of front side of victim's kite tube's retail box 
which is labeled in part: "***WEGO KITE TUBE ***SPORTSSTUFF***120" 
diameter***". 
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit l(n) - View of sales sticker affixed to kite tube's retail box 
which reads in part: "***WEGO TOWABLE***$499.99***". 
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit 1(0) - View of product features printed on the kite tube's 
retail carton which reads in part: "***FEATURES! 120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) 
with slanted saucer configuration* **840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU 
coating***...Speed safety valves for fast easy installation /deflafion***Parallel slotting 
system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for comfortable foot, knee and ;leg 
use***8' padded non-slip handles with knuckle guard*** Segmented tow rope is 
included adjustable length style 45/55/65 foot lengths...***". 

Page 17 of 17 



- f t * 

i ^ : 

• • r ^ < ^ ' < ^ - -

BDD 

f^*:v2t 

060621HCC1594 Exhibit 2(a) - photo of vicfim's x-rays depicting victim's injury and 
treatment. 
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06062 IHCC 1594 Exhibit 2(b) - close-up photo of upper left x-ray (from Exhibit la) of 
victim's femur bone showing victim's injury. 
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060621HCCr594 Exhibit 2(c) - photo of lower Teftlc-ray (from ExhibitTa) of victhn'!' 
femur after treatment - showing the metal rod and screw that doctors placed in victim's 
leg to help heal the fracture. 
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit 2(d) - close-up photo of upper right x-ray (from Exhibit la) 
of victim's femur showing another angle of victim's injury. 
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06062 IHCC 1594 Exhibit 2(e) - photo of lower right x-ray (from Exhibit la) of victim's 
femur after treatment - showing another angle ofthe metal rod and screw that doctors 
placed in victim's leg to help heal the fracture. 
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" S h a r p T u m 

j S t » « i r « g in Gear 

H~F3 t l o rB to V e r t 
Other 

t j O . - ^ use 
f i F s u t i r f K u i l 

j i F a u * o f Machinery 

"."^aiat o( EauJoroent 
^Ctefator inexoioence 

C:seraior lnaiKr!i>ori 
/ imo jope r L^(ras 

• I Imcrcoer Ancrroring 

i i C ^ n ^ S i S i W a s r s 

| " i i g g ) c c i of Fu« i / Vawor 

IJC= 
riNc 

P R O P E R T T D A M A G E 

Est imatBd s m S u n t 

This Boa t ^ o "^ - -

Other 

Property ^ ^ 

FIRE E X T W G U S H E R 

W e « tf iey used? (tf 

y e i , S i t Twres (s) and 

nwnber used.) 

^ ( ^esgNo Q NA 

f ^amo s n o Aodress of Prooe-'sy O m e r 

Scx^-^ 2 2 ^ \ f i 
WQ/fr Cr^fi "Mit'pA 
DESCRlK'pAflPERTY OA«AGe 

OESCRiee'vessEL DAMAGE 

060621 HCCI 594 Exiiibit 3, Pg. 5 of 6 



:7 
I 
{ 

: I 

Name 

NCailDLlFf ENFORCEUENT fax;919-70?-0045 
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b e a m Caused 

Dfowrang 
Olher 

Ry 

OeatfTCaipecf',-̂ -

Pnope^cr (njuryv 

• Yea 
Alcohol invohred''' 

— ] 

PrtspBfler'Injyry? 
" O Ves 

Alcssjhoi lrtvo}i^d9 • 

Propefler tojitgyi ., 

:'Q ?y«-J"'"' 

Dale ot Birth 

• .̂ « 

/Wedsa) Trewbrieot < U ' 

Aiooh^ 
PFD Worn' 
Mecteal Trsatniait 
Hospitalized' 
Alcono|-> 
PFD Worn? 

• Yes 

ACCIOENT OestWPTJON 

Msoical Treaiment 
HosortBi^so? 
A:cohol? 

Yes 
Yesi 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes H 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMiVIISSION 
WASHINGTON. DC 20207 

060621 HCCI594 Exfiibit 4, Pg. 1 of 1 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Tliank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you wall allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

/ YES O NO 

2hb 
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K 

' - ^ V-r:- . - - . . . W S J 
^^»*_»_ ~ - „ - " ' • " j i — ^ i " . - 1 

-*r~-

niEiigt 

y o u HRE HERE: HDmE - TDLUHBLES - UJEGD KITE TUEEI 

new stuff j kite; tube [ acrobats | half-pipes j mables | motopods j speedzones | patriots j world class I decks | my- t 1 concepts i bp 

tubes 

•-_i^:Iij "^niEiii.aia iTKBifi^B 

Wego Kite Tu 
10ft diameter flying tu 
Take fl ight with the WE 
action towable is here, 
excitement! Whip aero 
througi i the air like a b 
rise above the water, r 
nothing but adrenaline 
has been raised with t 
beneath it... 
Model 53-5000 Sug. R 

KITETUBE W 
IViARKET - CL 

Features: 

o 120 inch inflat 

configuration 

o 8400 full body 

» Computerized 

• Nylon zippered 
adjustment 

• Multiple mesh 

• Two heavy-dut 
cockpit 

e Reinforced tow 
connector for e 

• Speed safety v 

• Parallel slotting 
neoprene padd 
use 

• 8 padded, non 

® Heavy-duty sta 

8 Reflective Safe 
outside top tap 

« Variable loops 

9 Panoramic see 

a Ac[justable leng 
rope included 

« High visibility, 
watersports sa 
caution accent 

e Instructional D 
included 

http://www.sportsstuffcom/towables/wego/index.shtml 7/13/2006 

http://www.sportsstuffcom/towables/wego/index.shtml
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Wego Kite Tube 
lOft diameter flying tube 
Take flight with the W KIT TU The ne t generation of action towable is here, taking you to a whole new 
level of e citement Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird • perience the thrill 
of fiight as you rise above the water, reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing but adrenaline in your wake 
The level of e treme sport has been raised with the W KIT TU Anything else is beneath it 
Model 5 -5000 Sug Retail: $ 5 9 9 . 9 5 

KITE TUBE WITHDRAWN FROM MARKET - CLICK HERE FOR 
INFO 

Features; 

• 120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration 
• 840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating 
• Computerized double stitched sewing 
• Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 
• Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked 
• Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit 
• . Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy guick connection 
• Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation 
• Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for comfortable foot, knee, and 

leg use 
• 8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard 
• Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls 
• Reflective Safety piping on all handles and on the outside top taping 
• Variable loops for detachable leash use 
® Panoramic see through double windows 
» Adjustable length style 45-55-55 foot segmented tow rope included 
• High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard and caution 

accent striping 
• Instructional DVD, tow rope, and starting leash included 

Watch the included instructional video to learn how to fly: 
Kite Tube Instructional Video 
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NEWS from CPSC 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Office of Information and Public Affairs 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 13, 2006 
Release #06-210 

Washington, DC 20207 

Firm's Recall Hotline: (866) 831-5524 
CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638-2772 

CPSC Media Contact: (301) 504-7908 

Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from Market after 
Reports of Deaths and Injuries 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), Sportsstuff, 
Inc., of Omaha, Nebraska is voluntarily recalling about 19,000 Wego Kite Tubes. 

CPSC staff is aware of 39 injury incidents with 29 of those resulting in medical treatment. Those injuries include a 
broken neck, punctured lung, chest and back injuries and facial injuries. Sportsstuff has received reports of two 
deaths in the United States and a variety of serious injuries. Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the cause 
ofthe incidents. Nevertheless, the company has withdrawn the kite tube from the market and is undertaking this 
voluntary recall out of an abundance of caution. 

The Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube is a 10-foot-wide, circular, yellow inflatable watercraft designed to be towed 
behind a power boat. A rider in the tube becomes airborne by pulling on handles attached to the floor of the tube. 
Model 53-5000 is printed on the tube near the product valve. The floor of the tube has black caution warning 
stripes. The cover for the product bears a skull and crossbones and the statement "Never Kite higher than you are 
willing to fall." The tubes were imported and sold through marine distributors, mail order catalogs, and various 
retailers from approximately October 1, 2005 to July 11, 2006 for about $500 to $600. 

Consumers should immediately stop using the kite tubes and contact Sportsstuff at (866) 831-5524 between 8 
a.m. and 5 p.m. CST Monday through Friday to learn how to obtain free replacement products. Consumers can 
also visit the firm's Web site at www.sportsstuff.com for more information. 
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http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html 7/21/2006 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html
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Send the link for this page to a friend! The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting 
the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products 
under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the 
nation more than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from 
products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC'swork to 
ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household 
chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with 
consumer products over the past 30 years. 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or CPSC's 
teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at www.cpsc.qov/talk.html. To join a CPSC email 
subscription list, please go to www.cpsc.qov/cpsclist.asp. Consumers can obtain this release and recall 
information at CPSC's Web site at www.cpscgov. 
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WEGO KITE TUBE REPLACEMENT REQUEST 
After this form has been submitted, a Customer Service Representative will contact you with an RMA number. 

Please use the fo rm on th is page to request your replacement product (s) . Before we ship your 
chosen replacements, you must send us your Wego Kite Tube as out l ined below: 

i Please 
; completely fill 

out the form 
and press the 

SUBMIT button 
when you're 

finished. 'ALL 
FIELDS ARE 
REQUIRED 

Area code -
phone number 

Please choose 
your desired 

<Select Replacement Option> 

r e p i d c e m e n t j^gani more about the replacement opiiiins here 

option 'Close the new window whon done to return to this form 

CLEAR FORM SUBMIT 
= ^ 

Iluink You 

Wego Return Procedure; 

Click here if your kite tube is new or unused and has NEVER been inflated. 
I f your Wego Kite Tube has been u s e d w e wi l l need you to compicite the 
fo l lowing steps; 
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PLEASE CUT OFF THE FOLLOWING PARTS OF YOUR UNIT TO RETURN TO SPORTSSTUFF; 
1. CUT OFF THE ALUMINUM TOW CONNECTOR FROM THE COVER. 
2. USING SCISSORS, CAREFULLY CUT OUT ONE (1) WARNING PATCH ON THE WEGO 
COVER, IT IS NECESSARY THAT YOU CUT ALL THE WAY THROUGH THE COVER TO RETURN 
THE WARNING PATCH, PLEASE USE THE WARNING PATCH WITH THE ITEM NUMBER 53-
5000 PRINTED ON IT. 
3. PLEASE LOCATE THE VALVES ON EACH OF THE TWO (2) INNERTUBES, CUT OUT EACH 
VALVE LEAVING A 1 INCH RADIUS AROUND EACH VALVE, WITHIN THIS RADIUS THERE 
SHOULD BE AN ITEM NUMBER 53-5000, BE SURE TO LEAVE THIS NUMBER INTACT SO 
THAT WE CAN IDENTIFY THE ITEM WHEN YOU RETURN IT TO US. 
4. PLACE ALL OF THESE PARTS INTO A SINGLE APPROPRIATE SIZED MAILER, AGAIN WE 
MUST HAVE ALL PARTS BACK IN ORDER TO PROCESS THE RETURN. 

AGAIN, THE PARTS TO RETURN ARE: 

1 ALUMINUM TOW CONNECTOR, 

r • • 
1 WARNING PATCH CONTAINING THE ITEM NUMBER CUT FROM THE COVER 

2 VALVES FROM THE INNERTUBES WITH ITEM NUMBERS INTACT 

5. PLEASE WRITE THE RMA NUMBER THAT YOU RECEIVE AFTER SUBMITTING YOUR 
REQUEST ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE MAILER, T H I RMA NUMBER I ETREMEL 
IM ORTANT. WITHOUT I T OUR RETURN AND E CHAN E ORDER MA NOT BE 

ROCE ED. PLEASE PRINT THE ENTIRE NUMBER CLEARLY. SPORTSSTUFF WILL NOT BE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR RETURNS THAT ARE MISSING THE RMA NUMBER. 

We MUST have all of these parts returned before we will ship out the replacement product. 
Please send envelope to : ' • 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E. Circle 
Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
ATTN; RMA # 

I ou Wego i b e ti i it o igl gi 9 ot bee 
o e e o o e e but e e i te t o o t e e i t u t i o o o t o 
etu t e o e te u it to u 

1. Be sure to securely close your Wego t)ack in it's original carton. All parts must be inside 
the box if you had previously opened it, including manuals and DVD. 
2. Remove any shipping labels that were placed on the outside of the carton 
3. Write the RMA number that you receive from Customer Service on the outside of the 
carton, 
4. Please also write the name of the person we are shipping the exchange order to on the 
outside of the carton, along with the return address. 
5. Please return the Wego Unit to; 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E Circle 
Suite A 
Omaha NE 68137 
Attn; RMA # 

6. You should use UPS Ground Service to return the unit, and you may charge the ground 
freight to our UPS account. Sportsstuff Customer Service will give you the account number 
when your request is received. 
7. Once we have received your Wego return, we will process and ship out your exchange 
product via UPS Ground service. 
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CONTACT LIST (060621HCC1594) 

1. Scott Ziegler/victim 
Justin Shank/boat operator 
6012 Crayford Dr. 
Raleigh, NC 27604 
(919) 996-4885 

6/20 - initiated with phone messages for boat operator and 
victim. 

7/13 - in-person interviews with victim & boat operator. 

2. CPT Chris Huebner / Officer John Evans 
NC Wildlife Resources Commission 
1717 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1717 
(919) 707-0033 / (919) 569-0454 

7/5 & 7/24 - brief telephone interviews. 
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Task Number: 060621HCC1594 
Date: 7/24/06 

Status of Missing Document(s) 

The official records below were requested for this investigation report, but could not be 
obtained. 

1. EMS Report (Bay Leaf Fire Dept./Six Forks EMS). 

2. 

3. 

5. 
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X0660472 Issue: 38 June 21,2006 ^ 

I r ish, Cathleen A. 

From: Spitler, Virginia R. 

Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2006 4:05 PM 

To: Irish, Cathleen A. 

Subject: FW: North Carolina incident 

Here's the incident information. 

'l4tyin/a Spitfer 
/Management e£ Prog ram ,^na[yst 
VS Consumer (Procfuct .Safety Commission 
(Division of'J/azardJ/na/ysis 
.Wl-S()4-7.}/)] 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2006 3:57 PM 
To: Spitler, Virginia R. 
Subject: FW: North Carolina incident 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2006 3:51 PM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: RE: North Carolina incident 

Report was received from the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission, Chris Huebner, 
ph. # 919-707-0010 that on May 20th, 2006 their Dept. investigated a kite-tubing incident 
involving injury to Justin Shank. Incident occurred on Falls lake, Wake County, NC, near 
Raleigh. Victim sustained a broken right femur. 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Ph. # 262-650-1216 
Fax #262-650-1217 
Cell #202-595-4619 
dblasiusfgkpsc.gov 

6/20/2006 



I.Task Number 
060703HBB2656 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR IVIO DAY 

2006 06 18 

2. Investigator's ID 
9091 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 05 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 27 y/o male was riding on a kite tube when it went airborne about 25 feet in the air then took a sudden nose dive. 
The victim was knocked unconscious momentarily then was transported to the hospital where he was treated for 
cracked/dislocated ribs and bruises to his lungs. 

COMMENTS: y£S j2m 
y.—OVERRULED; ATTOCHH) 

JtEXCISIOMSffOlA E x a a t S t ^ 

wtmvBmnpf 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

8. City 

BENTONVILLE 

9. State 

AR 

IDA. First Product 
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 
WEGO/SPOTRSSTUFF 

10C. Model Number 
UNKNOWN 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
UNKNOWN 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

118. Trade/Brand Name 
NONE 

11C. Model Number 
NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
27 

13. Sex 

1 - Male 

14. Disposition 

4- Hospitalized 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
62-Intern. Org. Inj. 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

31-UPPER TRUNK 

17. Respondent 

1 -Victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

2 - Telephone 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

5 / 0 

20. Attachment(s) 
0 - No Attachments 

21. Case Source 

07 - Consumer Complaint 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes (§) No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 

07/26/2006 

25. Reviewed By 

8929 

26. Regional Office Director 

Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 
Topka, Tanya L. 

28. Source Document Number 

10660516A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS: 

The complainant notified CPSC via the web site to describe an accident he was 
involved in while riding on a Kite Tube. (Ref. Doc No. 
10660516A) The assignment was originally assigned to one CPSC Investigator 
then transferred to another CPSC Investigator since the complainant was located 
in Kansas City, MO. The following limited information was obtained during the 
investigation. 

Information obtained by CPSC Investigator #1: 

The consumer provided an overview of the incident as well as confirmed the 
information as noted below. I did fax an Authorization for Medical Records 
Disclosure to him which I hope to get back today. As stated below, the 
consumer's friend has the product. The consumer agreed to make contact with 
his friend to get identifying information off of the product, purchase details, and 
pictures. He also agreed to provide full contact information for his friend. In 
addition, he is working with his girlfriend to make a copy of a video ofthe actual 
incident that she has (I told the consumer that we would be willing to pay for a 
copy of the tape and for overnight shipping. 

• Product: Wego Tube Kite (Described as being 10 feet in diameter). Note: 
Product purchased and in possession ofthe victim's friend in Arkansas. 
Investigator is coordinating with and in the process of obtaining contact 
information, purchase details, positive product identification, and pictures 
from the victim's friend. 

• Manufacturer: Preliminary information indicates that the product is a 
Wego/Sportstuff product. 

• IncidentDate: June 18, 2006 
• Incident Location: Beaver Lake, Arkansas 
• Victim's Age: 27-year-old Male 
• Experience: None (Victim had no prior experience or training in regard to 

the product). 
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• Summary of Incident and Injuries: A 27-year-old, Kansas City, MO, male 
was kite tubing with friends on a lake in Arkansas. The consumer 
watched four other people in his party ride the kite tube approximately five 
times each and then got onto the kite tube himself. The victim was on a 
kite tube being pulled by a boat at an undetermined speed for less than 20 
seconds when the kite tube lifted the victim approximately 15 to 25 feet 
into the air and then took a violent downward turn, nose-diving into the 
lake. The victim was knocked unconscious. He was transported to a local 
hospital emergency room where he was treated for cracked or dislocated 
ribs, bruises to his lung, whiplash, and a bruised rear end. 

• Hospital: Northwest Medical Center - Bentonville, 3000 Medical Center 
Parkway, Bentonville, Arkansas 72712,479-553-1000. 

Follow up information obtained by CPSC Investigator #2: 

On 7/10/06 I contacted the victim to obtain additional information about the 
incident. The victim was hesitant and said he was confused as to why so many 
people were contacting him about the incident. He stated that he wishes he : 
hadn't reported the incident and wants to "take a step back" from the whole 
thing. He stated that the situation is getting a little sensitive on his end with 
everyone involved especially since it was his girlfriend's parents place where the 
accident happened. At this time he was unwilling to provide any additional 
information. 

After I explained CPSC's position and roll in the investigation and why we were 
trying to obtain the information, he was a little more relaxed. He stated that he 
had not been able to contact his friend yet who actually had the item. The victim 
did state that he was feeling better and is healing well. I provided my phone 
number and told him I would send him an e-mail so that he would have that 
information in case he was willing to provide any additional information on the 
incident. I also encouraged him to pass my information on to his friend and 
encourage him to contact me with any information on the product. 

On 7/10 I also contacted the Bentonville Sheriffs Department, Army Corps of 
Engineers at Beaver Lake and the Game and Fish Departmental Beaver Lake; 
they all stated that they were unaware of the incident. The ranger at the Game 
and Fish Dept. stated that many times people don't think to report incidents to 
them. 

Attachments 
1) Contacts 
2) Missing Document form 
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Attachment 1: Contacts. 

Consumer/Victim: ̂ ilHBPBBBH^r. Contact made on 7/5/06. The consumer liVes in 
Kansas City, MO, with a permanent address o%lf0(g^l^glStKStSglfi, Hannibal, MO 
63401. He provided the following phone and fax numbers to reach him in Kansas City: 
Phone:iiiflnHffiHK, Fax^^^^^^Ulp). Note that the incident took place on Beaver 
Lake in Arkansas. 



Task Number: 060703HBB2656 

Status of Missing Documeiit(s) 

The official records below were requested for this investigation report, but could not be 
obtained. 

1. Medical records 

4. 

5. 



I.Task Number 

060703HBB2659 

3. Office Code 

810 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 02 

2. Investigator's ID 

9099 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 10 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

The victim, described as a 35-year-oid male weighing 240 pounds, was being pulled with 2 tow ropes totaling 60 feet 
on a kite tube approximately five to six feet in the air when he began to loose control. He hit the water and lost 
consciousness for a few seconds before being retrieved by friends. He was taken to a local hospital where the was 
treated for vomiting, concussion, and cervical neck strain. 

iEBiEBi&BRHOTIFIED . 

COMMENT: _ y E S _ f ^ 
>i_0VERRUlE0; ATOCHEO 

-JiEXaSIONSTOIAExs. 1 ? ^ ' ^ 
p,^Ro»lstoic 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

IDA. First Product 

3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

8. City 

MECOSTA 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 

SPORTSSTUFF 

9. state 

Ml 

IOC. Model Number 

WEGO 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
35 

16. Body Part(s) 
Involved 

75-HEAD 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

20. Attachment(s) 
2 - Documents 

14. Disposition 
4 - Hospitalized 

18. Type of Investigation 

2 - Telephone 

21. Case Source 
06 - Emergency Room (not NEISS) 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
52 - Concussion 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

8 . 5 / 0 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes # No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
07/20/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
9071 

27. Distribution 
Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Ross, Robin M. 

26. Regional Office Director 
Eric B. Ault 

28. Source Document Number 
10670001A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS: 

On July 2, 2006 the victim was on a friend's boat when he 
decided to go tubing using t:he kite tube. The victim v?as 
wearing a life preserver and there were spotters on the 
boat. This was the victim's second time using the kite 
tube; however he grew up on the water and has been water 
tubing for many years. The first time he used the tube he 
injured his foot but did not seek medical attention. He 
described the kite tube as performing differently from any 
other water ttibes he has used in the past. 

The victim was approximately M of the way around the lake 
when he started to lose control. He described himself as 
being approximately six feet up in the air when the tube 
started to turn on an angle, almost turning upside dovm... He 
could not take his hand off the tube to signal the boat 
driver to slow down. He stated that because it happened so • 
fast he was unable to lower the tube. The yictim does not 
remember any other details. He fell into the water and lost 
consciousness for a few seconds before his friends turned 
the boat around to retrieve him from the,water. When his 
friends reached him the victim knew he v̂ as not feeling 
well. He was taken to a local hospital where he was treated 
for vomiting, concussion and a cervical neck strain. A cat-
scan was performed and revealed negative results for 
bleeding and spine fractures. At the time of this interview 
the victim stated that he is still experiencing neck pain 
similar to whiplash. 

The victim did not know the length of the tow rope but was 
aware that it was available in different lengths. He stated 
that the longer the rope.the higher you go in the kite 
tube. 

The tubing took place on Pretty Lake, in Mecosta, MI. The . 
lake is described as being- approximately one mile in 
diameter and a round circular shaped lake. 

The victim is described as a thirty-five year old male 
weighing 24 0 pounds. ' 

The consumer of the kite and boat owner is described as a 
twenty-six year old male. He also grew up on the water and 
has been driving boats for several years. He described 
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himself as having ten years of experience in pulling skiers 
and tubers on boats. . 

He purchased the kite tube in April, 2006 for $499 plus tax 
from Skier's Pier, in the Detroit area, MI. At the time: of 
purchase he did not ask the sales staff how to use•the 
product. Included in the purchase of the kite tiibe; were an 
instructional video and two tow ropes. One rope was.40 feet 
in length and the other was 20 feet in length, however the 
two ropes would be tied together to total 60 feet of rope.; 
The consumer watched the video approximately 15 times; He. 
also read the warning statements that were on the kite tube 
as well as the owner's manual that was included with the • 
tube. He began using it on Memorial Day week-end and used 
it approximately every other week-end from then until the 
incident. Approximately 10-12 people have used the kite;, 
tube while on his boat. He explained that many of the : 
people that used it complained of sore necks and backs; 
however the victim's injury was the most severe. 

On the day of the incident the consumer used the 60 feet of 
tow rope to pull the kite tube. There were spotters on the 
boat however he stated that he does not rely solely on the 
spotters. He frequently uses his mirrors because he does 
not feel that the reaction time is always quick enough wit:h 
the spotters. While pulling the victim he described the 
boat speed at traveling approximately 25-3 0 miles per hour. 
He described the victim as being approximately five feet in 
the air when he noticed him starting to lose control and. 
the kite tube jerking from the left: to right and left to 
right again. He explained the victim as reacting in a 
"squirrelly" manner. He slowly started slowing down and 
attempted to get the victim as close to the water as 
possible to lessen the length of his fall when thevictim 
fell into the water. He did not see the kite tube actually 
dive to the surface. He turned the boat around and went to 
retrieve the victim from the water. When he reached the 
victim, the victim told the consumer that he was not 
feeling well. 

He noted no damage or apparent equipment failure on 
the tube. 

The consumer stated that the most important factors in 
deciding what speed to travel at, in his opinion are the 
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weight of the tube rider and the wind direction. The key 
factor in the height of the kite tube is the speed of the 
boat. According the consumer the'driver has to be aware and 
if the tube gets too high then you have to let up on the 
throttle. He added that when you let up on the throttle it 
must be accomplished slowly because if done quickly, it 
would bring the tube down too fast. He stated that 
communication with the tube rider is difficult for.two 
reasons. The first reason is that it's difficult for the 
tube rider to let go of the tube. The second reason is even 
if the tube rider is able to let go of the tube with one 
hand it is difficult for the driver to see the tube rider's 
hand. 

The consumer gave an example of another kite tubing 
incident prior to the victim's incident: 

Another rider prior to the victim, described as weighing 
180 pounds, reached a height of approximately 15-20 feet. 
The consumer started slowing the throttle down when the 
tube did a complete 360 degree turn. He missed the tube on 
the last spin and hit: the water. He experienced a sore neck 
but did not seek medical attention. 

PRODUCT; Water Tube 

The product involved in this incident is the Sportsstuff 
Wego Kite Tube. The tube is yellow in color with black, 
red, and white writing and designs. 

There are two Skier's Pier's located at: 

2505 Dixie Highway 3599 Orchard Lake Road 
Waterford, MI 48328 West Bloomfield, MI 48329 
248-674-8800 248-682-2180 

Manufacturer: Sportsstuff 
1-888-814-8833 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Exhibit "A" - Contact List 

Exhibit "B" - Authorization for Release of Name 
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Exhibit "C - Status of Missing Document Form 
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Exhibit ^̂ A" - Contact List 

This in-depth investigation was assigned and initiated on 
7/10/06. The information contained in this report was 
obtained during telephone interviews with the victim, 

and the consumer/boat ovmer, Aaron Pfau. 

Victim: 

Boat Driver: 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting infonnation on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety infonnation with us. We maintain a record of this information, and use if to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the informatioh to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need, 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or . 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of coiirse, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name ahd date the 
document on the lines provided. 

O YES • N O 

' (Signati^, ; (Date) 

(P^ / / f 

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: htfpV/www.cpsc.gov 

http://www.cpsc.gov


e^^s/h^-h c 

Task No: 0^/)7/^ 5 i^J^M € J 
Date; 7 - 1 ^ "O^ 

STATUS OF MISSING DOCUMENTCS) 

The official records bdow were requested for this investigation report, but could not 
be obtained. 

fi^oiharofrh i^f ^^^ ̂ roc /uc / 

4. 

5. 

B ^ : • ' .' •• " ^ ' ^ W i ^ ' i f i • 7 ' h i V 0 ^ g a m J ^ G 7 7 ^ f ^ ^ 

Re^onal Office: g^T^fc Supervisor No: 



I .Task Number 

060703HBB2660 

3. Office Code 

810 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 02 

2. Investigator's ID 

9101 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 05 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

16 YQM sustained a rope burn to the neck and a slight concussion after being struck in the neck with a tow rope used 
with a kite tube. The victim hit his head on the boat after being struck with the rope. 

MTOPiwLBRmnmEP ^ 

COMMENTS: YE8_*l fN0 
y OVERRULED; ATTOCWa) 

j /cYr iRIDMR/miA P«» « 2 D ^ . 
.^Revisions 

4̂ NorR&«onFV . j m a m 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

5 - OTHER PUBLIC PROPERTY 

10A. First Product 

3200 ' Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

8. City 

MONTICELLO 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 

WEGO KITE TUBE 

9. State 

IN 

IOC. Model Number 

53-5000 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF 
111213 East Circle #A 
omaha, NE 

11A. Second Product 

852 - Rope Or String 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

SPORTSSTUFF TOW ROPE 

11C. Model Number 

UNKNOWN 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF 
111213 East Circle #A 
omaha 

12. Age of Victim 
16 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

75 - HEAD 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

14. Disposit ion 
4 - Hospitalized 

18. Type of Investigation 

1 - On-Site 

2 1 . Case Source 
13 - Other Case Source 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
52 - Concussion 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

1 7 . 5 / 4 . 5 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes 0 No O Verba l 

24. Review Date 
07/25/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
9071 

27. Distribution 
Ingle, Robin L.; Spitler, Virginia R. 

26. Regional Office Director 
Eric B. Ault 

28. Source Document Number 
X0670043A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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This investigation was initiated from an on-line news 
article. The news article states that a 16 YQM was 
hospitalized after being struck in the neck with a tow rope 
used with a kite tube. 

The information contained in this investigative report was 
obtained from an accident report from the Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources (INDNR), a telephone 
interview with the responding conservation officer, and an 
on-site investigation with the water show staff, including 
the victim, at the Indiana Beach. Resort in Monticello, 
Indiana on July 24, 2006. 

On July 24, 2006 an on-site investigation was conducted by ' 
this investigator with the assistance of an Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources conservation officer. 

According to a boat operator (27 YOM; not involved in the 
incident) with the show, the Indiana Beach Water Show 
incorporated the use of the incident tube kite in their 
water show this year at the direction of the California-
based company that owns and manages the water show. The 
management company shipped two identical kite tubes to the 
show staff earlier this year for use in the show. 

According to the local water show manager (20's YOM), the 
incident tube kite was used for approximately one month, 
seven days a week, for four shows each day. The water show 
management company instructed the local staff to 
discontinue use of the incident kite tube a couple of days 
after the incident due to the product being recalled. 

According to the INDNR report, the incident occurred during 
a water show on July 02, 2005 at approximately 2:00 p.m. 
The water conditions were rough, the wind conditions were 
very strong at 15-25 mph, and the weather was clear. The 
estimated water temperature was 7 9 degrees and the 
estimated air temperature was 85 degrees. 

The INDNR report states that the incident boat operator was 
a (24 YOM) with over 500 hours of boat operator experience. 
In addition, this person had received formal instruction as 
a boat operator. The incident boat (See Exhibit A) was a 
2006 19' fiberglass runabout with a 340 hp in-board motor. 
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The victim (16 YOM) asserts that he was riding on the 
incident kite tube solo immediately prior to the incident. 
He had gotten off of the kite tube and was coming up into 
the incident boat from the rear port side, when the boat 
operator accelerated the boat and began to make a left hand 
turn. At this time the kite tube tow rope (See Exhibit A) 
tightened and began moving toward the victim due to the 
boat's movement to the left. The victim asserts that he did 
not move fast enough and the tow rope hit him on the right 
side of his neck and his head hit the port side interior of 
the incident boat. 

Approximately three hours after the incident the victim was 
transported by EMS personnel to Monticello Hospital where 
he was diagnosed with a 3" rope burn to his neck and a 
slight concussion. The victim was treated and released. 

The boat operator asserts that the tow rope used at the 
time of the incident came with the incident kite tube. He 
claims that the rope was always used with the kite tube at 
it 55' length. 

The boat operator involved in the incident was not 
available during the on-site investigation. 

The local show manger claims that the incident tow rope 
broke once during the month long time frame it was used. 
The rope was tide back together and was used up to the time 
when the tube kite use in the water show was discontinued. 

The local show manager asserts that the kite tube was 
always used with just one rider. He also claims that when 
towing the kite tube without a rider, there is a 
significant about of drag due to the front of the kite tube 
dipping down into the water. He asserts that this drag 
effect with the kite tube contributed to the tightening of 
the tow rope at the time of the incident. 

See incident scene diagram at Exhibit B. 

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION: . 

Product: Wego Kite Tube 

Model: 53-5000 
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Color: Yellow/Black/Red/Gray/White ' 

Price: Unknown 

Water Show 
Management Company: Dave Draves 

Mirage Entertainment 
19435 E Walnut Dr N 
City of Industry, CA 
Telephone Number: 909-595-0531 x204 

Retailer: Unknown 

Manufacturer: Sportsstuff, Inc. 
111213 East Circle #A 
Omaha, NE 
Telephone Number: 402-592-9085 

LABELING: 

See Exhibit's A-3 to A-6 for labeling on the incident 
mixer. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Exhibit-A: Photographs 
Exhibit-B: Incident Diagram 
Exhibit-C: INDNR Report 
Exhibit-D: Contact Information 
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Exhibit A 

Page 1 of 16 

Exhibit A-1 is a view of the incident kite tube. 
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Exhibit A 
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Exhibit A-2 is a view of the incident kite tube. 
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Exhibit A-3 is a view of the incident kite tube, 
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Exhibit A-4 is a view of the incident kite tube. 
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E x h i b i t A-5 i s -a view__of t h e iri_ci_dent k i t e tube l a b e l i n g . 
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Exhibit A-5 is a view of the incident kite tube labeling. 
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Exhibit A-7 

. H M H- H 

lE^.222'^.22.. . .^.^^ incident kite tube_ labeli 

^ '̂  V y \ 
n g . 

>« <» '̂  \ \ \ 

V 
^ 

f> 

KITE TUBE USER 
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Exhibit A-8 is a view of the incident kite tube labeling. 
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Exhibit A-9 is a view of the incident kite tube labeling. 

• • v : v ^ %^vVVV;v. v^^ 
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fri*«*« 
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•'.cBier AIMS. * i i 5 « P ^ -
• Nswr i^KM wrists or feat through ttie handles o r i t i q m i m i l ^ ^ ^ H ^ ^ 
>jr rope is ciear qf a« body parts prtor to or dt 
> RWars rtJoiAi keep anns and feM out c l%iL____ 

•̂  Mways wear a U.S. Coaat Q » m m i ^ m ^ m ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ i V « l» (PFD) sM vest or as 
:f!!>P<>i)!W>iended by proftveomijiieinm^^^^^Suk-' • 
1 , i i ^ ' ^ ^ ^ " ^ * S ^ y ^ ^ ? ^ » l ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ nutttber of riders for ttits tube. 
L ^ i : S l I S * ^ % S * ^ # ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ P w t f . The risks invohrad witti ttiis coutd 

j e s f S f ^ ^ ^ ' ^ * ' * rope «ho2febeat h ^ « * K i 

J K r f ^ ^ ^ 5 ^ " » « > » " y °* »»»«iwer t o d X n i h e l h i S ^ ' ^ 
d S 2 S ^ 2 ^ ^ " f ' ' """f l "<>«i^ " » • This p rod™8?bte^^ 
' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ J ^ ^ T " " I **t?*^^ conditio^ we s S S ^ ^ 

f'flKcetkli 

l y 

InapectttW product on a i ^ l a r bSis. 
.l02e»X>2 ITEM NO.:53-5000 
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Exhibit A-10 is a view of the tow rope used with the 
incident kite tube. 
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Exhibit A-11 is a view of the tow rope labeling, 
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Exhibit A-12 is a view of the tow rope labeling. 
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Exhibit A-13 is a view of the tow rope labeling, 
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Exhibit A-14 is a view of the tow rope labeling. 
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Exhibit A-15 is a view of the incident boat. 
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Exhibit A-15 is a view of the incident boat, 
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REPORT OF INDIANA OFFICERS 
STANDARD BOATING ACCIDENT 
Suile Fomi 36432 (R9 .•' 8-9S) 
DcpaniTient of Natural Resources, LJW Enfoi'cemcnt Division 
402 Wcs( Washingum Street, Room Wl.'i.SD. Indianapolis, IN 46204 

ACCIDENTS RESULTING IN INJURY, DEATH OR DAMAGK OF S200.00 OR MORE MUST BE REPORTED. AUTHORITY IC 14-15-4-2 
V ACCIDENT DATA 

Dale iinonlh. day. year) 
7-02-06 

Dav of week 
S U N D A Y 

Actual local time \^ 
1400 

AM 
PM 

Number or boats 
1 

Number of mjure<l 
1 

Number of fatalities 
0 

Tolat Damase 

$0 
Cily 

M O N T I C H I X O 
Township 
UNION 

County 

W H I T E 

state 
IN 

Body of water 
L A K E SHAFER 

Water 
condilion DCalm glltougli 

[I]Ver\-rough 
nStrang current 

Wimi(MPH) nLight{0-6) KIStroiig (15-25) 
DNOIIC nModcrate(7-l4) Qstomi (over 25) 

Weather • c i o u d y •Ra i t i DHazy 
Iglcicar • F o g d S n o w 

•ited water temperature Estiinated-air tcmpei^tiire 
85° 

Wk. 

Weather encountered 
13 Was ai! foi-ecasted 

Name oropcrator (last, first, middle initial) 
m opiteATJfrF 

Q K O I as forecasted 

Q N O forecast obtained 

D M 
Dl--

Address (number and street, apl. No.) 

City, state, ZIP code 

'Telephone number Age Date ;;f hiith (;-onth, day, year 

Experience of operator 
Q Under 20 hours 

• 2 0 to 100 30ver 500 hours Experience of operatoi' 
DUnder 20 hotirs 

• 2 0 to IOO 
D l O l to 500 

• o v e r 500 hours 

FoiTniil inslniction 
0 Y e s D N O 

Name oflnstrucling agencv 
MIRAGE ENTERTAINMENT 

Formal insltvclion 
• Yes D N O 

Name of Instructing aoenov 

Test given ^Kone QRefused 
• Alcohol QDrug ^ 0 ^ 0 

Type given • Urine • 
• Blood •Breath Other 

D RENTEP" 

Test given • N o n e •Reibsed 
•Alcohol Q p r u g • B A G % 

Type given • u r i i i c Qothcr 
• Blood •Biea tn 

VESSEL 1 •'•• D » E S S i L r •!; . . • RENTED ' 
Name of registered owner (last, first, middle initial) 
MALIBU BOA I S 

Name of registered o^vncr (last, fiist, middle initial) 

Address (number and slreei, apt. No.) 
5075 KIM.BRRLY WAY, 

Addrcs.i; (nuiiibci' and street, apt. No.) 

Citv. state. ZIP code 
L O U D O N , TN, 37774 

Cilv, slate, ZIP code 

Regisliatioii number 
N./A 

HIN 
M B 2 P 6 i 3 9 D 6 0 6 

Registration number HIN 

U,S,C,C. documenttxl (name and number) 
N/A 

U.SC.G. documented (nainc and number) 

Year 
2006 

Ixnglli Make 
M.A.LIBU 

Model 
RESP 

Color 
G R E Y 

Year Length Make Model Color 

Hull material (primary) 
• Aluminum I IWood 
^Pibcrglass • Plastic 
•S tec l • o t h e r 

Boat type •Cabi t i nPersonal 
• j o n boal •Pontoon Watercraft 
S Runabout •Houseboat nOther 
r~lSailboat . I ICanoe 

Hull material (primarv) 
•.'Vluminum • w o o d 
• Fiberglass •Plast ic 
Dsteel • o t h e r 

Boat type 
• j o n boat 
• Runabout 
r~l Sailboat 

^ Cabin 

^Pontoon 
ZJHousebont 

ZJ Personal 
Watercraft 

• o t h e r 

! 2 Pleasure 
• Fishing 
I I Liver)' 

I I Pas.senger Ibr Hire 
•Test ing (demo only) 
•Gt.'vcmnicnl Agencies 

Fuel 
GAS 
Horsepower 
340 

Use 
•Pleasure 
• Fishing 
i I Li very 

I |(-;issenger ror nne 
•Test ing (demo only) 
I JGoveiTiinent Agencies 

Fuel 

Horsepower 

Propulsion (primary) 
•outboard • S a i l 
• in/Outboard •.Auxiliaiy Sail 

13 Inboard 
n Electric Trolling 

DJei 
• o t h e r 

Propulsion (priinaiy) 
•ou tboard • S a i l 
I IlivOutboard •Auxiliary Sail 

• inboard 
• Electric Trolling 

Die t 
• o t h e r 

Activity at time of accident 
•(.'mi.siiig •Fueling 
• Racing •Towing 
• OriAing • B e i n g Towed 
• swimming •Hunting 

• Fishing 
• At Anchor 
E.^ppixiaching Dock 
• Other; 

• T i e d at Dock 
• Sciiba Diving 
• Water Skiing 

Activity at time of accident 
•Croising •Fuel ing 
• Racing n Towing 
• Drilling • B e i n g Towed 
•swimming •Hunt ing 

• Fishing 
• A t Anchor 
•Approaching Dock 
• other. 

• T i e d at Dock 
•Scuba Diving 
• water Skiing 

Firocxliiiguishti 
H o n Board 

• used 
I I None 

Tvpc of tire extinguisher 
U N K W N 
Number used 

Fire extinguisher 
• O n Board 
• used 
• N o n e 

Ty]"je of fire extmguishcr 

Nmnber used 

Continued on other side 



(a VESSEL/l "D" 
Was vcs.sci equipped with U.S.C.O. up]5roved Personal 
Flotation Devices? 

Were they sei-viceable? 

Were they accessible'' Were non-approved P.F.D.s carried? 

• Yes ENO Were thev used'/ 

IXlYcs 
EJYes 

Q N O 

DNO 

S N O 

Was vessel equipped with U.S.C.G. approved Personal 
Flotation Devices? 

Were they sei-viccable? 

Wei'c they accessible'.' Were non-approved P.F.D.s cairicd? 

• Yes CiNo Were tlicy used? 

• Yes • N O 

• Ye.<i Q N O 

• Ves p N o 
Type of accident 

• Hit Floating Objecl 

^ F f l l k in Boal 

• Falls Overboard 

• HitbyPmpllcr 

I IFire 01' Explosion (fuel) 

I iBum.s 

• Capsizing 

• G r o u n d i n g 

• s i n k i n g 

1 I Floating 

• Fire.'Explosion (olher than fiiel) 

•Coll i .5ton with Vessel 

• Collision with Fixed Objecl 

• c o l l i s i o n with Floating Object 

dJOlher (specify) 

Type of accident 

• Hit Floating Object 

• Falls in Boat 

• Falls Overboard 

• HithyPropller 

• Fire or Explosion (fuel) 

• Burn.s 

• Capsizing 

• O m u n d i n g 

• sinking 

I I Floating 

• Firc'Esplosion (other than fuel) 

• C o l l i s i o n with Vessel 

• C o l l i s i o n with Fixed Object 

• C o l l i s i o n with Floating Object 

• o t h e r (specify) 

Damage cstiinatcd this vessel other pi'operly damage Damage estimated this vessel Other propeity damaee 

$ 
D MJIJIiffiP D DECEASiED -. • WITNESS 

Name (last, first, middle initial) 

Address (number and Street, apl. No.) 

City, slate, ZIP code 

Date of birth (inonth, day, year) .Age Telephone number 

( ) 
Nature of injury./ cause of death 

• intci-vicwed • s t a t e m e n t 

C] IN-JURIED, -D,.PECEASEI) D WITNESS • INJURED D DECEASED • WITNESS 
Name (lasl, firsl. middle initial) Name (last first, middle initial) 

.Address (number and stieet, apl. No.) .Addixas (number and street, apt. No.) 

City, slate. ZIP code Cily, stale. ZIP c{Kle 

Date of birth (month, day, year) Age Teleplione number 

( ) 
Date of birth (month, day, year) Age Teleplione number 

( ) 
Nature of injury / cause of death 

• intcivicwcd i I Statement 

Nature ofinjury./ cau.se of death 
• i n t a - v i c w c d • s t a t e m e n t 

ACCIDEN r DESCRIPTION 
List sequence of events, include failure of equipment and any informafion regarding the involvement of alcohol and /or drugs in causing or contributing to ttie 
accident. Provide any descriptive informafion about the use of P.F.D.s. If accident caused injury, indicate if injury required medical freatment beyond first aid. If 

|HM|jMMMMan be provided, please attach. Continue on additional sheets if necessary. 

^ ^ ^ H ITIH INJURED VICTIM, HAD JUST PERTORMED IN INDIANA BEACH SK] SHOW.HE HAD BEEN-
PULLED ON A SKY KITE TUBE. HE WAS BEING PICKED UP BY THE TOWING BOAT AND BEING TAKEN 
BACK TO THE DOCK. THE VICTIM WAS CLIMBING INTO THE BACK OF THE BOAT WHEN THE SKI 
p.O?E SWUNG AROUND AND HIT HIM IN THE NECK KNOCKING HIM INTO THE BOAT .AND BUMPING 
|41S HEAD ON THE BOAT. VICTIM DID NOT COMPLAIN UNTIL ABOUT 3 HRS LATER WHEN HE STARTED 
HYPERVENTILATING AND COULD NOT STAND ON HIS LEGS TO START THE NEXT SHOW.MONTICELLO 
EMS WAS CALLED AND TOOK VICTIM TO MONTICELLO HOSPITAL AND THEY RAN SOME TESTS FOR 
(:ONCUSSION.WHEN i TALKED TO HIM AT HOSPITAL HE WAS RESPONSIVE AND HAD ABOUT A 3 INCH 
ItOPE BURN ON HIS NECK WHERE THE SKI ROPE HAD HIT HIM. LATER I TALKED TO THE SUBJECT 
AND HE SAID THAT THE TESTS SHOWED THAT HE HAD A SLIGHT CONCUSSION. 

Opci-ator 1 insuied bv: 

MIRAGE ENTERTAINMENT 
Name of investigating officer 

TOM SKINNER" 
Name of assisiinu officer 

NONE 
In vour opinion what caused Ihe accident? 

F.MJLT OF OTHER PERSON 

I.D. number 

S 0636 
ID. number 

NNA 

Opeiator 2 insuied by; 

Wh ^ 
Agency 

IDNR 
.Agency 

N\A 

'̂o- .̂f 0^^_f.c2or 

Name of field supei'visor^ 

Photts taken? 

NO 

Date of rcpoil (month, day, year) 

7-2-06 
Dale (month, day, year) 

7 ' ) J ' o7> 
Operator's report furnished 

Were any charges filed as a result 
ofthis investigation? 

NO 

http://cau.se
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PERSONS CONTACTED BY THIS INVESTIGATOR 

INDNR Contacts: Danielle (LNU) 
Indiana Dept. of Natural Resources 
402 W. Washington Street 
Indianapolis, IN 45204 
Telephone Number: 317-232-4010 

First Sgt. Dan Dulin 
Telephone Number: 755-447-9582 

Dave Schwanke 
On-site Escorting Conservation Officer 

• Telephone Number: 574-870-1644 

Local Water Show 
Manager: 

Boat Operator: 

Victim: 

Jerome Conway 
Indiana Beach Water Show 
Telephone Number: 219-484-3005 

Jesse Wilson 
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22 ticketed for boating violations in White County 
By Jennifer Christos 
jchristos(g>jou rnalandcourier.com 

July 3. 2006 

As of Sunday evening, Indiana conservation officers patrolling Lakes Freeman and Shafer had issued 22 
arrest tickets and 18 wamings so far this holiday weekend. 

"Most of them were for safety violations such as not wearing a life jacket or speeding through an idle 
zone," said conservation officer Matt Tholen. 

Two ofthe violations were for operating a personal watercraft underage. One person was 12 years old 
and the other one was only 10. Indiana law requires someone to be at least 15 years old and to have 
certain training before piloting a personal watercraft. 

According to Tholen, the mother of one ofthe children was upset because her child was allowed to use a 
jet ski in their home state of Kentucky. 

"Indiana's laws are tougher," Tholen said. "I had to remind her she wasn't in Kentucky anymore." 

The White and Carroll County sheriffs' departments also reported two BWI arrests, both Saturday 
evening on Lake Freeman. 

"Officers are more likely to find people boating while intoxicated in the evenings because they've been 
drinking all day," said Tholen. 

Tholen said the number of BWIs is actually a little lower than he expects for this time of year. 

There have also been relatively few boating accidents so far this weekend. Conservation officers have 
only reported two incidents. 

"One man's boat was badly damaged when a rope became twisted in the propeller," said Tholen, "But no 
one was hurt." 

The other accident was at Indiana Beach. 

"A rope that was pulling a tube kite during the ski show tightened and struck one ofthe boat passengers 
in the neck," said First Sgt. Dan Dulin. "This caused him to fall and strike the boat." 

kltr, A 16-year-old boy from Camden remains hospitalized after the event. 

Conservation officers on the lakes will remain vigilant over the next few days. 

http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060703/NEWS/6070303 lOtfetemplat... 7/3/2006 

http://rnalandcourier.com
http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060703/NEWS/6070303


I 
Journal and Courier Online printer-friendly page Page 2 of 2 

"We'll be checking boat speed with our portable radar units, especially at night when the speed limit is 
only 10 mph," said Tholen. 

He also reminds boaters that they must have their bow and stem lights on and properly working after 
dusk, or they will be stopped. 

"That's how we normally get people on other violations," said Tholen, 

So far, conservation officers have not conducted random checkpoints on the lakes, but Tholen hopes that 
will change soon. He would like to see periodic boating safety checks similar to seat belt and sobriety 
checkpoints for automobiles. 

"We probably won't do it this season," he said, "but we'll be doing it soon." 

http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060703/NEWS/60703031 O&templat... 7/3/2006 

http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060703/NEWS/60703031


1. Task Number 

060706HBB1615 

3. Office Code 

810 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 03 

2. Investigator's ID 

9102 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 06 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Compjaint UPC 

A 31 year old female who was very experienced in water sports was being towed for the first time behind a sl<i boat 
using the kite tube. After just two minutes the tube soared.about 15 feet into the air and slammed the victim down 
onto the surface of the water. She was unconscious for several minutes and suffered numerous contusions and 
felt lucky to not have been seriously hurt. She seems to have recovered without complication. 

mmpmnsRmnfim , 

COMMENTS: YES.K1N0 
OVERFaJlED; ATIACHH) 

__EXCISIONS;FOIAEX8. 

^_RGvlsloiia 

c^OON0T1iB4fflinFV 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

8. City 

ORANGE SPRINGS 

9. State 

FL, 

10A. First Product 

3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 

WEGO 

10C. Model Number 

KITE TUBE 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E, Cir. #A 
Omaha, NE 68137-1243 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

l i e . Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE. 

12. Age of Vict im 

31 

13. Sex 

2 - Female 

14. Disposition 

1 - Injured, not Hosp. 

15. Injury Diagnosis 

53 - Cont./Abras. 

16. Body Part(s) 
Involved 

85 -ALL OF BODY 

17. Respondent 

1 -Victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

2 - Telephone 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

9 / 0 

20. Attachment(s) 

9 - Multiple Attachments 

21 . Case Source 

07 - Consumer Complaint 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes O No (§) Verbal 

24. Review Date 

08/07/2006 

25. Reviewed By 

9067 

26. Regional Office Director 

Eric B, Ault 

27. Distribution 

Ingle, Robin L; Putz, Scott W.; Dunlap, Glenn L. 

28. Source Document Number 

I0670090A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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This investigation was initiated by a complaint received by the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission. 

The information contained in this investigation was supplied by the following 
sources: 

1. A telephone interview with the victim on 7-24-2006. 

Victim - 31 year old female, 5'6.5", 170 pounds 

This incident occurred at Island Lake in Orange Springs, FL (Marion County) on 
7-3-2006. Please see the map of the area in the exhibits. This small lake was 
located approximately 3 miles SW of Orange Springs, FL. 

The victim was very athletic and active sports enthusiast and had been skiing, 
wake and hydro boarding for 15 years and had lots of experience with water 
sports, boats and water activities. She had no compromising physical 
disabilities. 

The victim could not describe the make and model of the boat but stated that it 
was intended for pulling skiers and had a special tow rope arm/mount which 
would secure the tow rope about 6 feet above the floor of the boat so that 
passengers could transverse without getting entangled in the rope. She could 
not estimate how high the rope would have been above the level of the water 
when being used to tow a skier or in this case, the product was a Wego Kite 
Tube by Sportsstuff, Inc. 

The product belonged to the family of her husband and she did not have the 
manual or the receipt for the product but indicated it had been recently 
purchased new. She indicated that it had only been used 3-4 days over two 
weekends. Her cousin had read the manual before using the product and 
instructed the other members and the drivers of the boat according to the 
instructions. 

The victim read the manual after the incident and told me that they only thing that 
they did that was not per the manual, was that the instructions indicated to 
connect the rope to the lowest portion of the boat. However, this was a ski boat 
and it was specifically designed to attach ropes to skiers and devices at the 
elevated position anci not elsewhere. 

On the previous day and the day of the incident the victim had watched four other 
family members use the product without incident. The instructions had indicated 
to attach the rope at the pre manufactured connection on the rope which made 
the rope the shortest connection which was recommended for beginners and 
what was being done with the users for those two days. The victim could not 
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estimate the actual length of the rope from the connection at the boat to the kite 
tube. . • 

This was the first time the victim had used the product however she had 
observed several other riders and spoken with them regarding their ride and felt 
confident about trying the product. 

On the day ofthe incident (unspecified time) the victim indicated there was very 
little wind and did not believe they were traveling across or with the wind etc. 
since the wind was little or none and the lake was very calm with very little chop. 
The main disturbances of the water, was from other boaters and she could not 
estimate how many other boats were on the water that day. The victim was 
wearing an unspecified brand of life vest. Her father was driving the bo3t and 
this was his first time to drive while towing the kite tube, however he had been 
fully briefed on how to tow this product from a cousin who had read the 
instructions. 

There was only one person on the kite tube, which was the victim. 

Acco rd i ng to t he v ic t im, "l was using the kite tube forthe first time. I was using the shortest rope. 
The boat was traveling about somph (speed recommended per the instructions) and the 
tube was popping up and down (The tube had floated out above the water twice during 
the ride) out of the water.(The whole ride lasted about 2 minutes) The lastfewtimes i felt 
the kite was kind of wobbly so I tried to keep the kite from lifting. (The boat had t rave led a b o u t 
% of the lake w h i c h w a s a c i rcu lar route) l then remember lifting again and kind of coming 
down towards the left a little. The rest I am amnesic to but my family states after that time a sudden 
gust of wind picked the kite up 10-15 feet and then flipped over and slammed back down into the 
water. They said it happened so fast there was no time to do anything to keep it frorri happening. I am 
sure I must have lost consciousness, however when they got back to me I was.awake and dazed. I 
remained confused for about 20 minutes they said. I only remember bits and pieces surrounding that 
time. I did go to the hospital because I had a bad headache and shoulder pain and abdominal pain. 
There were no serious injuries found. So basically it resulted in a concussion, the left side of my face 
and my left clavicle was swollen but not broken. I had a hematoma to my left scapula. I did not have 
any abdominal injuries on the CAT scan, but definitely have a strained muscle. And last, my left breast 
is numb. I spent the entire next day with a severe headache, bouts of nausea and endless tiredness 
and muscle aches. Of course it is only 2 days since the crash, and hopefully I will make a full recovery. 

The victim indicated that there was no way to communicate with the driver and 
no way to issue instructions to slow down or speed up as you can when water 
skiing. She indicated that you would have to climb up the kite tube to be able to 
look and see where you were going and to signal to the boat driver, and no way 
to maneuver the product. 

The victim gave verbal permission to release her name with copies of this report. 
The victim appears to have healed without further complications since the 
incident. Further attempts to contact the victim to gain additional information by 
phone and email were not returned and were abandoned. The product could not 
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be further identified by a model number, other than it was a Wego Kite Tube. 
The victim indicated that she had not contacted the manufacturer at the time of 
my interview. 

Product Information: 

Wego Kite Tube 
Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213ECir#A 
Omaha, NE 68137-1243 
Phone: (402)592-9085 
wvw/. sportsstuff. com 

Attachments: 

Exhibit #1 Contacts 
Exhibit #2 Map of the lake and area 
Exhibit #3 Information from the web site 
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Contacts: 

7-24-2006 
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Map of Orange Springs, FL by MapQuest Page 1 of 1 
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t Orange Springs, FL US 
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© 2006 MapQuwt, Irw © 20O6 Tete Atlas 
Ali rights reserved. Use Subject to License/Copyright 
This map is informational only. No representation is made or warranty given as to its content. User assumes all risk of 
use. MapQuest and its suppliers assume no responsibility for any loss or delay resulting from such use. 
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I.Task Number 
060706HBB1616 

3. Office Code 

810 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 08 

2. Investigator's ID 
9001 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 06 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 40 year old male fractured his right ankle while riding a kite tube about six feet high off the lake when the kite tube 
suddenly flipped to the left side and dove down, crashing to the water. The victim was treated at a local urgent care 
center where three screws were inserted into his ankle to help repair the fracture. 

esEBtEBOfi&MDB^ 
COMMENTS: ' ^ S 2 : . N 0 ^ ^ ^ ^ 

. OVERRULED; AnftCHED 

EXCISIONS/FOIA BcS-, 
Rmriskms 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

8. City 

WAKE FOREST 

9. State 

NC 

10A. First Product 
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 
WEGO 

IOC. Model Number 
53-5000 

IOD. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF 
11213E. Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

l i e . Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
40 

13. Sex 

1 - Male 

14. Disposition 

1 - Injured, not Hosp. 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
57 - Fracture 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

37 - ANKLE 

17. Respondent 

1 -Victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

13 / 1 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

21. Case Source 

07 - Consumer Complaint 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

® Yes O No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 

08/01/2006 
25. Reviewed By 

8978 

26. Regional Office Director 

Eric B. Ault 

27. Distribution 
Mele, Stephen V.; Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

28. Source Document Number 

I0670073A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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On 6/8/06, a 40 year old male fractured his right 
ankle while riding a kite tube about six feet high off the 
lake when the kite tube suddenly flipped to the left side 
and dove down, crashing to the water. 

Information in this report was obtained through an in-
person interview with the victim and a brief telephone 
interview with the boat operator/owner of the kite tube. 
The victim provided me with a short video clip of the kite 
tube taken a week or two before the incident. This clip 
(referred to as Exhibit 1) was forwarded by email to the 
distribution list for this IDI. Product description, 
specifications and return information was obtained from the 
manufacturer's web-site [see Exhibits 3 & 5]. This product 
was recalled by the manufacturer on 7/13/06 [see Exhibit 
4]. No samples were requested in the assignment 
instructions, only photographs were required. Medical 
Records were requested, but not provided [see Exhibit 7]. 
The NC Wildlife Resources Commission had not completed 
their investigation of this incident at the time this 
report was submitted. The victim .granted authorization for 
his name to be released [see Exhibit 2]. There were no 
other officials involved/official reports to collect. 

The kite tube involved in the incident was about 10 
days old when the incident occurred. The victim- stated 
that he had no previous experience with similar products, 
but he had over 20 years experience riding on regular 
tubes. He also tried parasailing once. The victim used 
the kite tube two or three times prior to the incident, but 
he didn't get far up into the air on these previo.us 
occasions. There were no problems prior to the incident. 
The victim's estimated weight was about 195 - 200 pounds 
and he is about 5 feet 10 inches tall. Both the victim and 
the boat operator/owner stated that the kite tube and the 
tow rope were new and appeared to be in good condition at 
the time of the incident. The victim attached the tow rope 
to the ski pylon or center of the boat. All three sections 
of the rope were attached together so the full length of 
the rope (65 feet) was being used at the time of the 
incident. 

On the day of the incident, the victim was at the 
lake with his friends. They were riding on his friend's 
motorboat. His friend was driving the boat while he got 
ready to ride on the kite tube. The victim was wearing a 
life jacket. He stated that a DVD comes with the product 
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and that he and the driver of the boat had watched the DVD 
and followed all of the directions. The victim stated that 
he read the warnings that are printed on the kite tube. 
The boat owner purchased the kite tube on-line and did not 
ask any questions or get any other instructions from the 
seller. 

At the time of the incident, the weather in the 
nearest recorded city to the lake was around 80 degrees, 
Fahrenheit and the wind was light - less than 7mph. The 
victim and boat operator both stated that there was little 
or no wind on the lake at the time of the incident. 

On the afternoon of June 8, 2006, the 40 year old male 
victim was riding on a kite tube a few feet above the 
surface of the lake for only about five minutes when the 
incident occurred. He stated that he was traveling a few 
feet off the surface of the water when a sudden gust of 
wind took him up to about six feet above the water. The 
victim stated that within seconds of the kite tube 
attaining its maximum height of six feet it flipped to the 
left and dove down at the same time. The boat 
operator/owner stated that the kite tube's actual height 
when the incident occurred was more like three or four 
feet, although it may have achieved a maximum height of six 
feet. 

The kite tube crashed to the surface of the lake but 
neither the victim nor the boat operator is sure how the 
victim landed when he first struck the water. The victim 
believes that his foot was still in the kite tube and that 
it struck the kite tube and the water when the crash 
occurred. The victim broke his ankle (Talus bone) and has 
three screws in it to repair it. 

The victim was helped back into the boat by the other 
two passengers. They drove the boat back to the victim's 
friend's car and the victim's friend'transported the victim 
to the urgent care center where he was treated and released 
that same day. 

The victim was the only person on the kite tube and he 
was the only one being towed by the boat at the time of the 
incident. The boat operator (victim's friend) was 36 years 
old and only towed regular tubes prior to using the kite 
tube. He said the boat was traveling between 29 - 31mph at 
the time of the incident. 
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The victim stated that he did not believe that he 
could direct/control the direction and height of the kite 
tube but he said it was possible to alter the angle by 
positioning your body or the tube differently. The victim 
stated that he was at a 90 degree ankle at the time of the 
incident and was trying to sustain an angle of between 45 
degrees and 60 degrees. 

The victim stated that he could not see the boat at 
the time of the incident. He did not try to slow the boat 
down. The victim did not notice any mechanical issues with 
the kite tube. He could not do anything to lower the kite 
tube towards the water. 

The victim's ankle was operated on that same day 
(6/8/06) to repair the fracture. Three screws were 
inserted into his leg to help repair it. 

• The victim did not report the incident to the 
manufacturer. 

PRODUCT INFORMATION 

The product is a Wego brand inflatable kite tube that 
is 10 foot in diameter, yellow colored, and designed to be 
towed behind a power boat. 

MANUFACTURER: SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E. Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 

BRAND: WEGO 
MODEL: 53-5000 

The victim's friend (boat operator) purchased the kite 
tube new from ebay a few days before Memorial day 
(5/29/06). He no longer had the original sales receipt. 
At the time of the phone interview with the victim's friend 
(owner of kite tube) he was in the process of closing a 
sale of the kite tube on ebay. He is believed to have sold 
it prior to the recall. 

The product description and specifications for the 
kite tube are as follows (see Exhibit 5): 
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Wego Kite Tube 

lOft diameter flying tube 
Take flight with the WEGO KITE TUBE! The next generation of 
action towable is here, taking you to a whole new level of 
excitement! Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly 
through the air like a bird! Experience the thrill of flight 
as you rise above the water, reaching incredible heights, 
leaving nothing but adrenaline in your wake! The level of 
extreme sport has been raised with the WEGO KITE TUBE. 
Anything else is beneath it... 
Model 53-5000 Sug. Retail: $599.95 

KITE TUBE WITHDRAWN FROM MARKET - CLICK HERE FOR 
INFO 

Features: 

o 120 inch inflated diameter (1.0 foot) with slanted saucer configuration 

• 840D full body nylon double sl<in cover with PU coating 

« Computerized double stitched sewing 

» Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 

• Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked 

« Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit 

• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick connection 

• Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation 

9 Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for comfortable foot, knee, and 
leg use 

• 8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard 

• Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls 

e Reflective Safety piping on all handles and on the outside top taping 

• Variable loops for detachable leash use 

« Panoramic see through double windows 

o Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tov̂ / rope included 

» High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard and caution 
accent striping 

o Instructional DVD, tow rope, and starting leash included 

Watch the included instructional video to learn how to Oy: 
Kite Tube Instructional Video 
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ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit 1 - video clip of kite tube (sent by separate 
email). 

Exhibit 2 - Authorization for Release of Name. 

Exhibit 3 - product info, from SportsStuff web-site. 

Exhibit 4 - Release NO. 06-210 (Kite tube recall). 

Exhibit 5 - Return info, from SportsStuff web-site. 

Exhibit 6 - Contact List. 

Exhibit 7 - Status of Missing document form. 



U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 
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U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting infonnation on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Conunission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign yoiu" name and date the 
dociunent on the lines provided. 

O NO 

(Signature) / / -

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: tittp://www,cpsc.gov 
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Wego Kite Tu 
10ft diameter flying tu 
Take fl ight with the WE 
action towable is here, 
excitement! Whip aero 
through the air like a b 
rise above the water, r 
nothing but adrenaline 
has been raised with t 
beneath it... 
Model 53-5000 Sug. R 

KITE TUBEVV 
MARKET - CL 

Features 

120 inch inflat 
configuration 

840D full l30dy 

Computerized 

Nylon zippered 

adjustment 

Multiple mesh 

Two heavy-dut 

cockpit 

Reinforced tow 

connector for e 

Speed safety v 

Parallel slotting 
neoprene padd 
use 

8 padded, non 

Heavy-duty sta 

Reflective Safe 

outside top tap 

Variable loops 

Panoramic see 

Acljustable leng 
rope included 
High visibility, 
watersports sa 
caution accent 

Instructional D 
included 

http://www.sportsstuffcom/towables/wego/index.shtml 7/13/2006 

http://www.sportsstuffcom/towables/wego/index.shtml
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Wego Kite Tube 
lOft diameter flying tube 
Take flight vvith the VV KIT TU The ne t generation of action towable is here, taking you to a whole new 
level of e citement Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird perience the thrill 
of flight as you rise above the water, reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing but adrenaline in your wake 
The level of e treme sport has been raised with the W KIT TU Anything else is beneath it 
Model 5 -5000 Sug Retail: $ 5 9 9 . 9 5 

KITE TUBE WITHDRAWN FROM MARKET - CLICK HERE FOR 
INFO 

Features: 

• 120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration 
• 840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating 
• Computerized double stitched sewing 
• Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 
• Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked 
• Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit 
• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick connection 
• Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation 
• Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for comfortable foot, knee, and 

leg use 
o 8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard 
• Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls 
• Reflective Safety piping on all handles and on the outside top taping 
• Variable loops for detachable leash use 
• Panoramic see through double windows 
» Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included 
• High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard and caution 

accent striping 
• Instructional DVD, tow rope, and starting leash Included 

Watch the included Instructional video to learn how to fly: 
Kite Tube Instructional Video 
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NEWS from CPSC 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Office of Information and Public Affairs Washington, DC 20207 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Firm's Recall Hotline: (866) 831-5524 
July 13, 2006 CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638-2772 
Release #06-210 CPSC Media Contact: (301) 504-7908 

Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from Market after 
Reports of Deaths and Injuries 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), Sportsstuff, 
Inc., of Omaha, Nebraska is voluntarily recalling about 19,000 Wego Kite Tubes. 

CPSC staff is aware of 39 injury incidents with 29 of those resulting in medical treatment. Those injuries include a 
broken neck, punctured lung, chest and back injuries and facial injuries. Sportsstuff has received reports of two 
deaths in the United States and a variety of serious injuries. Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the cause 
ofthe incidents. Nevertheless, the company has withdrawn the kite tube from the market and is undertaking this 
voluntary recall out of an abundance of caution. 

The Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube is a 10-foot-wide, circular, yellow inflatable watercraft designed to be towed 
behind a power boat. A rider in the tube becomes airborne by pulling on handles attached to the floor of the tube. 
Model 53-5000 is printed on the tube near the product valve. The floor of the tube has black caution warning 
stripes. The cover for the product bears a skull and crossbones and the statement "Never Kite higher than you are 
willing to fall." The tubes were imported and sold through marine distributors, mail order catalogs, and various 
retailers from approximately October 1, 2005 to July 11, 2006 for about $500 to $600. 

Consumers should immediately stop using the kite tubes and contact Sportsstuff at (866) 831-5524 between 8 
a.m. and 5 p.m. CST Monday through Friday to learn how to obtain free replacement products. Consumers can 
also visit the firm's Web site at www.sportsstuff.com for more information. 
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http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html 7/21 /2006 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html
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SendJMJiDt^^^^ The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting 
the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products 
underthe agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the 
nation more than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from 
products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to 
ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household 
chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with 
consumer products over the past 30 years. 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or CPSC's 
teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at www.cpsc.aov/talk.html. To join a CPSC email 
subscription list, please go to www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp. Consumers can obtain this release and recall 
information at CPSC's Web site at www.cpscgov. 
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http://www.cpsc.aov/talk.html
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WE O KITE TUBE RE LACEMENT RE UE T 
After this form has been submitted, a Customer Service Representative wili contact you with an RMA number 

Please use the form on this page to request your replacement product(s) efore we ship your 
chosen replacements, you must send us your Wego Kite Tube as outlined below: 

Please 
completely fill 
out the form 
and press the 

SU MIT button 
when you re 

finished A 
FI DS AR 
R UIR D 

Please choose 
your desired 
replacement 

option 

CLEAR FORM 

<Select Replacement Option> 

Learn more about the replacement options here 

^1 
Close the new window when do£e_to_ return to this form 

suBMrr 
—. : JThank ou 

Wego Rety o e u e 

Click here if vour kite tube is new or unused and has N V R been inflated 
I ou Wego Kite Tube bee u e e i ee ou to o ete t 
o <? i g t s 
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P AS CUT FFTH F WIN PARTS F URUNITT R TURN T SP RTSSTUFF: 
1 CUT FFTH AUMINUMT W C NN CT R FR M TH C V R 
2 USIN SCISS RS, CAR FU CUT UT N (1) WARNIN PATCH N TH W 
C V R IT IS N C SSAR THAT • U CUT A TH WA THR U H T H C V R T R TURN 
TH WARNIN PATCH P AS US TH WARNIN PATCH WITH TH IT M NUM R 5 -
5000 PRINT D N IT 

P AS CAT TH VA V S N ACH F TH TW (2) INN RTU S CUT UT ACH 
VA V AVIN A 1 INCH RADIUS AR UND ACH VA V WITHIN THIS RADIUS TH R 
SH U D AN IT M NUM R 5 -5000 SUR T AV THIS NUM R INTACT S 
THAT W CAN ID NTIF TH IT M WH N U R TURN IT T US 
4 P AC A F TH S PARTS INT A SIN APPR PRIAT SI D MAI R A AIN W 
MUST HAV A PARTS ACK IN RD R T PR C SS TH R TURN 

A AIN, TH PARTS T R TURN AR : 

1 A UMINUM T W C NN CT R, 

1 WARNIN PATCH C NTAININ TH IT M NUM R CUT FR M TH C V R 

2 VA V S FR M TH INN RTU S WITH IT M NUM RS INTACT 

5 P AS WRIT TH RMA NUM R THAT U R C IV AFT R SU MITTIN UR 
R U ST N TH UTSID F TH MAI R T H I RMA NUMBER.I E TREMEL 
IM ORTANT. WITHOUT IT OUR RETURN AND E CHAN E QRDER MA NOT BE 

ROCE ED. P AS PRINT TH NTIR NUM R C AR SP RTSSTUFF WI N T 
R SP NSI F R R TURNS THAT AR MISSIN TH RMA NUM R 

We MUST have all of these parts returned before we will ship out the replacement product 
Please send envelope to ; 

Sportsstuff Inc 
1121 Circle 
Suite A 

maha, N 681 
ATTN: RMA 

I ou Wego i b e t i i it o igi gi 9 ot bee 
0 e e o o e e but e e i te t o o t e e i t u t i o o o t o 
etu t e o ete u it to u 

1 e sure to securely close your Wego back in it s original carton All parts must be inside 
the bo i fyou had previously opened it, including manuals and DVD 
2 Remove any shipping labels that were placed on the outside of the carton 

Write the RMA number that you receive from Customer Service on the outside of the 
carton 
4 Please also write the name of the person we are shipping the e change order to on the 
outside of the carton, along with the return address 
5 Please return the Wego Unit to: 

Sportsstuff Inc 
1121 Circle 
Suite A 

maha N 681 
Attn: RMA 

5 ou should use UPS round Service to return the unit, and you may charge the ground 
freight to our UPS account Sportsstuff Customer Service will give you the account number 
when your request is received 

nee we have received your Wego return, we will process and ship out your e change 
product via UPS round service 
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CONTACT LIST (060706HBB1616) 

1. Iain Hamilton/victim 
25 West Chase Ct. 
Youngsville, NC 27596 

Wk: (919) 341-5981 

7/6 - initiated with phone message. 
7/7 - Conducted in-person interview with victim. 

2. Taylor Budd/boat owner & operator 
Apex, NC 
Wk: (919) 313-5630 

7/7 - telephone interview. 

3. Chris Huebner/CPT 
NC Wildlife Resources Commission 
1717 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1717 
(919) 707-0033 

7/6 - brief telephone interview. 

4. Doctors Urgent Care Center 
3721 Lynn Road, Suite 104 
Raleigh, NC 27613 

7/31 - sent letter & waiver requesting medical records 
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Task Number: 060706HBB1616 
Date: 8/1/06 

Status of Missing Document(s) 

The official records below were requested for this investigation report, but could not be 
obtained. 

1. Medical Records (Urgent Care Center, Raleigh, NC). 

2. Boating Accident Report (NCWRC) 

3. 



Doc No: I0670073A Issue: 40 07/06/2006 
,07/05/2006 13:01:05 

Name = lain Hamilton 
Address = 25 West Chase court 
City = Youngsville 
State = North Carolina 
Zip = 27596 
Email = ihamiltoni (gnc.rr.com 
Telephone = 919 341 5981 
Name of Victim = lain Hamilton 
Victim's Address = 
Victim's City = 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip = 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: 1 was riding a Wego Kite tube on Falls Lake NC. At no more than 6 feet off the water the tube 
twisted and dived uncontrolably to the 
water. My right foot somehow took the impact completely snapping my tallus bone (Ankle) I required 3 titanium 
scews to be installed to 
repair the bone and will not be able to drive for another 8 weeks or so depending on the recovery. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 40 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/08/06 
Product involved = Inflatable watersports tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego Kite Tube by Sportstuff 
Manufacturer street address = don't know 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = don't know 
Product involved still available = No 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = A friend of mine bought the tube. He is now selling it on ebay 
Date product purchased - Yes 
Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public 

http://gnc.rr.com


I.Task Number 

060706HBB1618 

3. Office Code 

810 

4. Date of Accident 
YR IWO DAY 

2006 07 : 01 

2. Investigator's ID 

9052 

5. Date Initiated 
YR IWO DAY 

2006 07 11 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 42-year-old male was riding a kite tube when it started to wave right and left and then took a hard left and slammed 
into the water. He suffered two broken ribs, a punctured lung and severe bruising from his thighs to his chest. He is in 
the process of healing and expects a full recovery. 

MFIWHWLBWMOIIHHI 

COMMENTS: YES _ f ^ 
.OVERRULED; ATTOCHED 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

8. City 

LAKE CHAUTAUQUA 

9. State 

NY 

10A. First Product 

3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

108. Trade/Brand Name 
SPORTS STUFFAWEGO 

10C. Model Number 

KITE TUBE 

10b. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTS STUFF 
12213E. Circle. #A 
Omaha, NE 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

l i e . Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
42 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

14. Disposition 
4 - Hospitalized 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
57 - Fracture 

16. Body Part(s) 
Involved 

31 -UPPER TRUNK 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

2 - Telephone 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

8 / 0 

20. Attachment(s) 
2 - Documents 

21. Case Source 
07 - Consumer Complaint 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes # No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
08/07/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
9067 

26. Regional Office Director 
Eric B. Ault 

27. Distribution 
Ingle, Robin L.; Putz, Scott W.; Gabriel, Susan S. 

28. Source Document Number 
I0670098A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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Information contained in this report was obtained from a telephone conversation with the 
victim. He was in New York where he lives some of the time. 

The victim in this incident was a 42-year-old male who weighed 205 pounds and was five 
feet, eleven inches tall. He stated he was in good health and was very experienced with 
boating activities. He has been involved in wake boarding, water skiing, wind sailing, 
parasailing and many other water sports through the years. 

The victim related that he purchased the Sport Stuff Wego kite tube online from 
overtons.com. When the kite tube arrived, he read all of the instructions and watched a 
video that came with the kite tube. He added there were all sorts of wamings on the kite 
tube itself He read all of them. 

He was at Lake Chautauqua in New York and tried the kite tube for a couple of times in 
late June. The first two times, he could only get the kite to fly in the air one or two feet. 
He had no problems with it other than it would not fly like it shows on the Sport Stuff 
website. 

The third time he tried the kite tube, this incident occurred. It was in the aftemoon of 
July 1, 2006. The weather at Lake Chautauqua, New York on July 1, 2006 was reported 
to be around 77 degrees Fahrenheit with scattered clouds. The wind speed was out ofthe 
southwest at 10.4 miles per hour with wind gusts at 21.9 miles per hour. 

The victim stated that this was a family day. There was no alcohol or illegal dmgs 
involved in this outing. There were two adults and four children on the boat when he was 
riding the kite tube. 

The boat driver was an experienced boat owner and driver. The victim had full 
confidence in the boat driver. 

The kite tube came with a tow rope that was approximately 65 feet long but they only 
used about 55 feet ofthe tow rope. The victim was the only one on the kite tube. He was 
wearing a bathing suit and a life vest. 

The boat driver started out slow and got up to almost 40 miles per hour before the kite 
tube would go into the air. The victim was in the air for just a minute or two before a 
gust of wind caught the kite tube. He estimated that he was about 25 to 30 feet in the air. 

All ofa sudden, the kite tube began waving left and right, then twisted hard to the left. 
The victim could not see the boat driver while he was on the kite tube. He could not 
signal the boat driver to slow down. He stated that there was nothing he could not 
because there is no way to control the kite tube. 

http://overtons.com
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When the kite tube twisted hard to the left, the top ofthe kite headed down to the water. 
The victim curled up in a ball and hit the water in the lake very hard. He was knocked, 
unconscious from the impact on the water. 

The boat driver immediately tumed the boat around and came to help him. He was in the 
water for less than five minutes. The victim's son jumped in the water to help him. They 
pulled him up at the back ofthe boat. He was still unconscious. The people in the boat 
thought he was dead. 

The boat driver called 911 and took the victim to a dock for the emergency personnel.' 
By this time, the victim was coughing up and gaining consciousness. He wias taken to the 
local emergency room. He was admitted in the hospital and was there for two days. 

He stated that he suffered two broken ribs and a punctured lung. He had severe bmising 
from his thighs to his chest. He stated that he has been healing but is still somewhat sore.; 

At first, the victim thought he would send the kite tube back to the retailer, oyertones.com 
and request his money back. However, at the present time, he has decided to hold oh to 
the kite tube because he is considering litigation with the manufacturer ofthe kite tube. 

The victim related that he would e-mail photographs ofthe kite tube, but the photographs 
have not been received. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION: 

The victim described the kite tube as a Sports Stuff Wego kite tube. It was circular tube. 
It was red and yellow with black stripes in color. It had windows on the front of kite 
tube. It was made for only one rider. There were several wamings imprinted on the kite 
tube. The manufacturer is Sport Stuff Inc, 12213 E. Circle, #A, Omaha, NE. 

The victim purchased it new from the website called overtons.com. 

SAMPLE: 

None collected. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Attachment 1 - Missing Document Form 
Attachment 2 - Identification of Contacts 

http://overtons.com


Task Number: 060706HBB1618 

Date: 8/4/2006 

Status of Missing Document(s) 

The official records below were requested for this investigation report, but could not be 
obtained. 

1. Victim's photographs of the kite tub • 

2. 

4. 

5. 



060706HBB1618 ATTACHMENT 2 

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS: 

I. victim, 
contacted by telephone. 

iFL 34681 



1. Task Number 
060706HBB3649 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 12 

2. Investigator's ID 
8096 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 11 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 20-year-old male was on a kite tube. He was 25'-35' high in the air and was being towed by a ski boat going between 
25-35 mph. The kite tube remained stable for a few moments and suddenly flipped over. He fell off the kite tube and a 
gust of wind caught the kite tube and it swung between the victim and the water. He landed on the kite tube and then 
the water. He suffered a broken hip which required 3 bolts to repair and will require further surgery for a full hip 
replacement. 

COMMENTS: _ Y E S — ' * ' , _ , _ — 
^_0VERRU1.ED; WTWMED 

.^EXCISIONaFOIA E M . A 4 U — • 
Ravisione 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

8. City 

REDDING 

9. State 

CA 

10A. First Product 
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 
WEGO KITE TUBE 

10C. Model Number 
53-5000 

IOD. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSUFF INC, 
11213. East Cir. Suite A 
Ohmaha, NE 68137 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
20 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

14. Disposition 
4 - Hospitalized 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
57 - Fracture 

16. Body Part(s) 
Involved 

79-LOWER TRUNK 

17. Respondent 

3 - 2nd Hand Info Only 

18. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

16 / 1 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

21. Case Source 
07 - Consumer Complaint 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes 0 No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
08/18/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
9021 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 
Ingle, Robin L. 

28. Source Document Number 
I0670059A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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This IDI is based on a consumer complaint. The information 
in this report was provided to me by a paralegal to the 
victim's attorney. She could only provide me with just 
general information on the incident. They are still 
gathering infoirmation on this incident from the victim and 
from other witnesses. 

The victim, a 20-year-old male, is 6' tall and weighs about 
160 lbs. He lives with his roommate in a single family 
dwelling. He and his roommate owned a 16' ski boat. The 
boat was made in 1986. 

According to the paralegal, on June 11, 2006 or the day 
prior to the incident, the victim and his roommate visited 
a water sport retailer and purchased a kite ttibe. He took 
the large kite txibe box to the counter and paid about 
between $500.00 to $600.00 for tJiis kite ttabe. He did not 
ask the sales staff how to use the product and they did not 
offer any directions or cautions in using the kite tube. 
Inside the kite tube box there was a DVD video and written 
instruction on using the kite tube. The legal assistant said 
the victim read and looked at the instructional video and 
other material that came with the kite ttjbe. 

On June 12, 2006 the victim and his roommate plus another 
friend went boating in a large nearby lake. The lake is 
located in a ptjblic national forest area. The weather was 
clear and slightly windy. The victim rode the kite tube 
three times prior to the incident. 

The victim was on the kite tube in the water. The kite tube 
was on a 45' main tow rope along with 2 extensions. The 
total length of the tow rope and two extensions was 65'. 
The victim's roommate was the driver and one of their 
friends was the spotter. The boat took off and was going 
between 20-35 MPH. The kite ttobe reached a height of between 
25'- 35'. The kite tube remained stable for a few moments 
and then suddenly flipped over. The victim let go of the 
kite tube and started falling back towards the water. A 
second gust of wind caught the kite tube and it swung 
between t h e victim and the water. The victim landed on tJie 
kite ttobe then the water. He immediately felt pain in his 
leg and thought it was a dislocated hip. The boat circled 
back and picked up the victim in the water. He was then 
driven to an emergency room and after receiving X-rays, he 
was told the hip was broken (displaced femoral neck). He 
underwent surgery that evening. The surgery involved 
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placing three 4" long bolts into his hip. He will not be 
able to walk for tJiree months and he will require another 
surgery with a full hip replacement. 

After the incident, the victim moved from his home to his 
parents residence in another state. The victim's parents will 
assist with his care. The victim retained an attorney in his 
parent's state in a lawsuit against the manufacturer. 

The paralegal told me the victim was the only one on the 
kite tube. He used the kite t\abe three times prior to the 
incident. He did not have any prior experience on these kite 
tubes. He could not recall if he could direct/control the 
direction and height of the kite tube. He could not signal 
the boat to slow down. The kite ttibe had flipped over 
suddenly. He could not do anything to lower the kite ttabe 
back down towards the water. The kite tube did not have any 
mechanical problems. The victim wore only swimming trunks 
and did not have any safety gear. 

The paralegal told me the .victim and his roommate used 
their 16' ski boat to water ski. So, both the victim and 
the roommate have experience in towing products behind 
their boat. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION: 

The product involved in this incident is a Wego Kite Tube. 
The kite tixbe is a 10' diameter saucer shape inflatable 
which is towed by a boat. The kite tube can be towed across 
the water like a water t u b e or fly up in the air. The 
manufacturer is Sportstuff Inc., 11213 E. Circle, Suite A, 
Omaha, NE 68137. Telephone nvimber 402.592.9085. . 
Manufacturer's Internet website, www.sportsstuff.com, 
listed the Wego Kit Tube model ntoiribsr as 53-500. 

The paralegal is in the process of getting the exact model 
number, other information on this product, and more details 
of this incident. She will send me photographs of the 
actual Wego Kite Tube at a later date. 

EXHIBITS: 

#1. Manufacturer Internet information on the Wego Kite Ttobe. 
#2. CPSC Incident Report. 
#3 Authorization for Release of Name. 

http://www.sportsstuff.com


SportsStuff® Wego Kite Tube™ 

O C o l O C U S t ' K H ' ^ 

H O M E l r O W A S L £ S | L I P E V C S T S I iNFLATIOM QUIOCI t O U N G E S i SNOW SPORTSjrtSHtNQl RtVCft TUBING PU 

INDEX NEW STUFF SHOP BAGS ROPE$/PUMPS/ACCeSSO{«tES COOLERS mn vim\ix,m E23 
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tubes 
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Wego Kite Ti 
3.0ft diameter flying tu 
Take flight with the w 
action towable is here, 
excitement! Whip acre 
through the air tike a I 
rise above the water, i 
nothing but adrenaline 
has been raised with t 
beneath it... 
Model 53-5000 Sug. R 

KITE TUBE W 
MAJiScET-CL 
Features: 

120 inch inflat 
configuration 
840D full body 
Computerized 

Nylon zipperec 
adjustment 
Multiple mesh 

Two heavy-du' 
cockpit 

Reinforced tov 
connector for i 

Speed safety \ 

Parallel slottini 
neoprene padc 
use 

8 padded, non 

Heavy-duty st. 

Reflective Safe 
outside top tai 
Variable loops 
Panoramic see 

Adjustable len 
rope included 
High visibility, 
watersports se 
caution accent 

Instructional C 
included 

http://www.sportsstuflf.com/towables/wego/index.shtml 8/18/2006 

http://www.sportsstuflf.com/towables/wego/index.shtml


D6C No: I0670059A !ssue:40 07/06/2006 C^ColO^H^Q 2^H 1 

.07/04/2006 16:06:41 ^ ^ V / ^ / f - = ^ ^ 

incident Description: Slightly windy day with Wego Kit Tube on Whiskeytown Lake in Whlskeytown National 
Rec^eatton Area in Northern Califomia. 
Travelling about 36mph, Wt tube caught a gust of air and reacheci a height of about 30 or 35ft. Remained stable for a 
few moments 
and then suddenly flipped over, I let go to fall and started falling back towards the water. A gust of wind caught the 
kite tube and 
it swung between me and the water and I landed on it then 8ie water. I immediately felt pain in my leg and thought 
maybe it was a 
dislocated hip. After a car ride to ttie ER, sitting in Uie ER for 2 hours, and finally getting X-Rays I was told I'd 
broken my hip. 
(Displaced Femoral Neck) which is a major trauma and I had to have sur^ry that same night. {Surgery involved 

placing [314" lof^ 
bolts into my hip) I'm not able to walk on it for 3 months, after which point it will have healed, or it will not have heale< 
properly and I'll have to have another surgery with a full hip replacement All of the nurses and doctors were shocked 
that at 20 
I'd broken my hip and said tiie force of the impact must have been extrane. They checked fw (but didn't find, 
luckily) internal 
bleeding of my organs. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 20 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of inddent = 6/12/C« 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff 
Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Cir Suite A 
Place wrtiere manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Kite Tube 
Date product pur<*ased = 6/1/06 
Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only 



U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U- S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AXnHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Tbaiik ycm £br assi£A3i% lis ia coOectiD ĝ in£)i^^ 
TlK!U.S,0»i»amarP!gMiact Safety Comniissio 
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documotit ontbs Inies pcovsfed 

C P K Hoftte: 1-8(HM38-GPSC|2772) H CPSC^ Web Site: Mfp://www.t,)sc.gov 
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List of Contacts: 

Victim: 

7-11-06 I telephoned the victim and left a message on his telephone 
recorder. 

7-15-06 I telephoned victim and spoke with the victim's roommate. He will 
relay my message to the victim. 

8-7-06 I email a message to the victim. 

8-10-06 I telephoned the victim and left a message on his telephone 
recorder. 

8-11-06 Victim email me and told me to contact his attomey. 

8-14-06 I called attorney and left a message. 

8/17-06 Para-Legal to the attomey called me and gave me general 
information on the incident. They are still gather information on this 
incident. 



I.Task Number 

060707HBB1625 

3. Office Code 

810 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 17 

2. Investigator's ID 
9001 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 07 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 34 year old female suffered a mild concussion as a result of riding a kite tube that crashed while being towed by a 
motorboat on a lake. The victim was riding the kite tube about two or three feet above the water when a sudden gust 
of wind took her up to about 10 to 12 feet above the water, she lost control and the kite tube dove down and crashed 
Into the lake sideways. The victim was temporarily knocked unconscious. She was hospitalized overnight for a mild 
concussion and then released. 

COMMENTS: _ _ YES ± 1 NO 
^Z-OVERRULED: ATIACHED 

•'^EXaSIONSFOlA E x s Q & 2 ^ . 
/ - RawJRinnfi 

c^BOMOTRfrWOriFV _ R E 4 « ) j n F y 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

10A. First Product 

3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

8. City 

HENRICO 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 

WEGO 

9. State 

NC 

IOC. Model Number 

53-5000 

IOD. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213E. Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
34 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

75 - HEAD 

13. Sex 
2 - Female 

17. Respondent 

2 - Eyewitness 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

14. Disposition 
1 - Injured, not Hosp. 

18. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

21. Case Source 
13-Other Case Source 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
52 - Concussion 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23.Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes 9 No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
08/03/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
8978 

27. Distribution 
Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

26. Regional Office Director 
Eric B. Ault 

28. Source Document Number 
X0670067A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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On 6/17/06, a 34 year old female suffered a mild 
concussion as a result of riding a kite tube that crashed 
while being towed by a motorboat on a lake. The victim was 
riding the kite tube about two or three feet above the 
water when a sudden gust of wind took her up to about 10 to 
12 feet above the water, she lost control and the kite tube 
dove down and crashed into the lake sideways. The victim 
was temporarily knocked unconscious.. She was hospitalized 
overnight for a mild concussion and then released. 

Information in this report was obtained through 
telephone interviews with the victim's fiance, boat 
operator/owner, and NC Wildlife Resources Commission 
(NCWRC) officials. The victim's fiance stated that the 
victim did not remember anything about the incident due to 
being knocked unconscious. Information was also obtained 
from a boating accident report received from NCWRC [see 
Exhibit 1], as well as from product description, 
specifications and return information on the manufacturer's 
web-site [see Exhibits 2&4]. The NC Wildlife Resources 
Investigator did hot take any photos. A photograph was 
reguested from the boat owner/operator (kite tube owner, 
but it was not provided. This product was recalled by the 
manufacturer on 7/13/06 [see Exhibit 3]. No medical 
release was provided by the victim so medical records were 
not requested from the hospital. There were no other 
officials involved/official reports to collect. 

The kite tube involved in the incident was about two 
days old when the incident occurred. The victim's fiance 
stated that the victim had no previous experience with 
similar products, but she had ridden on regular tubes a 
number of times and had gone parasailing once. Both the 
victim's fiance and the boat owner/operator stated that the 
kite tube and the tow rope were new and appeared to be in 
good condition at the time of the incident. This was the 
first time that the victim had used the kite tube. The 
boat owner/operator's son's had apparently used it for a 
day or two prior to the incident. 

On the day of the incident, the victim was at the lake 
with,her fiance, the boat owner/operator and at least two 
other people in the boat. They were riding on a 250 
horsepower open motorboat. The boat owner was driving the 
boat and the victim's fiance was in the boat. The victim 
was wearing a life jacket and got in the water to ride the 
kite tube. 
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The boat owner stated that a DVD comes with the 
product and that his son had watched the video. The 
boat/kite tube owner stated that he did not ask the retail 
sales staff any questions when he purchased the kite tube 
and they did not offer any directions or cautions. He read 
the instructions/warnings printed on the kite tube. 

At the time of the incident, the weather was clear, 
the temperature was 90 degrees, Fahrenheit and the water 
conditions were choppy (waves 6" to 2'). The wind was 
light (7 to 14 mph), and the visibility was good. Alcohol 
was not listed as a factor in the incident [see Exhibit 1, 
pgs. 1&2]. 

On June 17, 2006 at about 4:15 pm, the 34 year old 
female victim was flying on the kite tube for about 15 
minutes at two or three feet above the surface of the lake 
when a sudden gust of wind took the kite tube and the 
victim up about 10 - 12 feet in the air (according to the 
victim's fiance) where she suddenly lost control and 
slammed down sideways onto the surface of the lake. The 
boat operator stated that the maximum height achieved was 
more like seven or eight feet above the water. The victim 
was knocked unconscious for about one full minute. The 
boat operator whipped the boat around and the victim's 
fiance and two other people helped the victim back into the 
boat within three to three and one-half minutes of the 
incident. The victim was taken to the emergency room, 
treated for a mild concussion and kept overnight for 
observation. She was released the next day. 

The victim was the only person on the kite tube and 
she was the only one being towed by the boat at the time of 
the incident. The 57 year old boat owner/operator (kite 
tube owner) had many years of experience operating boats. 

The victim's fiance stated that he did not believe that 
she could direct/control the direction and height of the 
kite tube. He stated that the kite tube appears to rock 
back and forth and become unstable when wind gets a hold of 
it and drives it up into the air. He believes that the 
maximum angle that could be achieved on this kite tube is 
45 degrees. 

The victim's fiance indicated that the tow rope was 
about 20 or 30 feet long. There were two sections of the 
tow rope attached together. The boat operator stated that 
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the boat was traveling at between 18 to 20 miles per hour 
at the time of the incident. 

The boat operator stated that he could not communicate 
with the victim and that he did not actually see the kite 
tube dive to the surface because he was operating the boat. 
The boat operator said his son attached the tow rope to the 
boat based on the manufacturer's instructions. 

The victim did not report the incident to the 
manufacturer. The boat operator/kite tube owner is aware 
of the recall but has not yet contacted the manufacturer to 
report the incident/return the kite tube. He still had 
possession of it as of August 2, 2006. 

PRODUCT INFORMATION 

The NC Wildlife Resources Commission, the victim's 
fiance and the boat owner/operator (kite tube owner) all 
confirmed that the product is a Wego brand inflatable kite 
tube that is 10 foot in diameter, yellow colored, and 
designed to be towed behind a power boat. 

MANUFACTURER: SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E. Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 

BRAND: WEGO 
MODEL: 53-5000 

The boat owner/operator purchased the kite tube from 
Lake Gaston Sales & Service, Littleton, NC about two days 
prior to the incident. He no longer has the original sales 
receipt. 

The product description and specifications for the 
kite tube are as follows (see Exhibit 2): 

Wego Kite Tube 
lOft diameter flying tube 
Take flight with the WEGO KITE TUBE! The next generation of 
action towable is here, taking you to a whole new level of 
excitement! Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly 
through the air like a bird! Experience the thrill of flight 
as you rise above the water, reaching incredible heights, 
leaving nothing but adrenaline in your wake! The level of 
extreme sport has been raised with the WEGO KITE TUBE. 
Anything else is beneath it... 
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Model 53-5000 Sug. Retail: $599.95 

KITE TUBE WITHDRAWN FROM MARKET - CLICK HERE FOR 
INFO 

Features: 

« 120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration 

• 840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating 

• Computerized double stitched sewing 

• Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 

» Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked 

• Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit 

• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick connection 

• Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation 

• Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for comfortable foot, knee, and 
leg use 

• 8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard 

• Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls 

• Reflective Safety piping on all handles and on the outside top taping 

• Variable loops for detachable leash use 

• Panoramic see through double windows 

• Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included 

• High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard and caution 
accent striping 

' Instructional DVD, tow rope, and starting leash included 

Watch the included instructional video to learn how to fly: 
Kite Tube Instructional Video 

ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit 1 - Boating accident report (NCWRC). 
Exhibit 2 - Product info, from SportsStuff web-site. 
Exhibit 3 - Release NO. 06-210 (Kite tube recall). 
Exhibit 4 - Return info, from SportsStuff web-site. 
Exhibit 5 - Contact List. 
Exhibit 6 - Status of Missing document form. 
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ACCIDENT DESCRtPTION l - f^s 

QESCRI6E WWAT HAPPENED ($«<̂ uel>oe of 6»entê : kwludai cpft e^^ Include WformationTegarcliftg thev 
involvement of alcehd srvd or / dnigs incaisffig or centoibutin t̂othe accident. Include arry descripCve informafion about the use of PFD's) 

The operator 0TVe85&>»r-^ | | | | |a i l | ry was fiomn&hf^^ 
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STATE OF NORTHCARiiLiNA - -

>WlLDta€Ss0tiS:G'5'GCM}ii«iot5^ 

-PL&A.SE TYPE OR PRINT-FILL OUtcOMPLETELV Ferm MB 4.1 

-•••Reve/oi' 
The operator of every vessel invo^^ed is required to fife a report in ̂ vrifing whenever a boating accident results in loss of life, medical treatment 

sxcess of $5t)0. RepoT 
fia^. All reports shaB be 

t>syond first aW, dfeapfWararK» from a ifiswiei wnksi' <;tivutin>i«ii<;«»i ii'ialii<\itiate^<^ damask hi excess of $5t)0. Reports 'm 
death, disappearance and injury cases must be submitted v i^ in 48 ttoilr5;''fe0bfts in'ottiier eases^re rfequired 'within 10 fia; 

V, «}.5 ."!S5ll!fe.fi???'̂ .rsS?-§2?),!!D^?D.L,t̂ ^ 7 

COMPLETE ALL BLOCKS, (indicafe ffiose not appBcabfe by 7tlA7 
NAME AND) ATOR 

AT NAME 

TYPE OF BOAT 
^ e{)en MotorbMt 

oaan MOtotoat 
AuMfiary^eil; 
Sail(pnly^ ,. 
PWC i : " 
Canoe/Kayak 
Aifixiat i 

Mini J«t Boat 
RowBeat 
PbiTtxxin; '̂."."' 
HeusqjMat .. 
Other (Specify) 

^e.^el 
HULLMATERIAL • 

VVoor""'' 
ARirninum 
S t ^ 

^̂ ^F9>erglaG6 
RUbbSfA**?!* 
plastic 
Otfier 

AGSOFOPEPIATOR OPERATORS EXPERIENCE 
[~| Under 10 hours 

[~j lOtolOOhoure;' . - - . 

Q - K ) v e r 1 0 0 hours 

OPERATOR 
GENDER 

-Q-^^TiAALe-,;-

• FEMALE 

FORMAL INSTRUCTION IN BOATING SAFETY 

IBQAT MAKE 

J7, 
SSCSWE " ' 

[Outboard 
irib66K(g&&a)^ 

llnboard-putdnve 
|lnboar<tr<6es«l. . 
p e f • ' " ; - ' " • ; • • : - -

|other-(Speafy) 

BOAfMODEL 
/ Q 9 ^ 

Nbr» j " } State 
p ^ ^ S C l j Atwftlary ' 

Ofeer (3ped{y) 

OS. Pcwer Sq«a<ircin 
AmerlSih Re3 tTrSs" 

PROPULSKJN 
Nbi ofiwigmes V*^ 
Hi»&5p6W6f (teiaO" 
Type of ftiet CsxiS 

MFJRHU,LL.IDENTIFI(; \ 9 

NUMBER OF I CONSTRUCTION 
gklESiSBEINe iLehgtfi~>V-:;;:: ::•;: 

TOwsD lyear built (boat) 
. / ^ f ? 
Has boathaa a Safaty Examirtatlon? Jp-j^^Yes {_J No 
Ftsreonnefjfje^r?'' 
ImScate^Whettiep 

Ye r •^•Yeiar--
^JtiSCGAuxMlary Courtesy. Marine Exam 

State Aiocal exaimiatioiT 

Qtrier 

OATEOFACCIPENT 

Q-i2'-o<S' 
TIME . .^ ..am 

NEAREST-OTyORToi 

NAME Of..BPDY^.WMER: 

iwFT 

LQCift^TON 
W7 mm v :̂? 

SM.. 

f/7-
wg?fnsr WATER CONfirflONS 

Calm (w8ViB»les&tt)an 6") 
P r " CHoppy (vwves 6" to 2") 

Rough (waves 2* to 6^ 
Very Rough (greater than 6*) 
Stroirtg Cuirant 

(Ornate) 

GOUNTy .V ; • -

/ ^ / » t/iiS^yh.. 7<S>Â  

Rain 
Snow 
Hazy 

OPERATION AT TIME OF AGCHDENT 
(Check alf applicafaie) flPriBing 

IComniarciat Acliyfty ̂  At Andw 
Cruteirtg t'?l?J?,P<?S!5., Jl.... 

~̂  Mawkjveting _ Fî jp, ' ; -̂ ,'; 
Oockŝ g/Uhdockine Fishihg 
Rovnngffiaddling.—.... u-. Hwtfing..—,.-, 
WaterSkina ~ Skin Diving 
Racing _^ __ Swinvning ^ 

Chan^ng Speed .Launching. .. 
Making R^airS' Starting Engine 
Toi imin;^,. , . ̂  WNtowater Spte ^ 

I .Ghartij!^0»ect!g!- _ Z^ifSf,. . „,...... 
1 <3SMr.(spaoify) • f 7 2 h T j J d 

Air 

Water 

STL 

TYPE OF ACCIDENT (Check oJic) 
firounding QcoBiiskin wilh 
Capsbrfng 

^'T^^Ti: 72/72. 
_jsinwnj) 

Fire or Expteston (Fuel) 
Sra.«K£x|pi»kn.. ....... 

WIND 
Nofje 

gktglTt(Q.6 mph) 
Moderate (7-14 mph) 
Strong (1S-25 mph) 
Stbrm (Oyar 25 mph) 

VJSJBIUTY 
Day Night 
^t*Sood 

Fab-
Poor 

WHAT IN YOUR OPINION CONTRIBUTED 
TO THE ACCilJENT? (Check arappRcabte) 

(Other than fuel) 
SB«-ftfaf^ ^̂ _ 

Starting Er^na " " 
i . etf»r (specify) 

^.27?7rL,a 

Fbfed Object 
^ { ^ . G o M ^ v i ^ ^ _i> 

Fkwifig Otiact;':, 
Fate Oywboaftf 
EalteJItxfflt.^...-... 
Hit by Motor or 
Propetor 

B&tniokby^boiit 
Sttixk submerged 
object 

ii<<^,,.-...^:,:.„„„..... 

Careless / Reckless 

ExosBSiys SpMd 
No Propeî  Lookout 
RestrictiBd.Visioo,--.. 
^/erloading 
linproper Loading 
Hazardous Waters 
Dam / Lock . 
Sharp Turn . 
Storting in jGear 
FaitaretoN^nt 

Wake 
Aloiholuse 
DruglteO;.'.--
Fauttd^'Hii ' • 
E9uttC!f,Wach»»«y 
Fauft of Equipmefit '; 
Operator liiaxpenence 
OperatortnatteoBon '-.' 
tto.l Inifxapert4jhts^..2_ 
Improper AngHfMf̂  ' , 
Cof̂ jeetsd Watere ^ 
jgnltx^ of Fued 7 V a ^ 

Was^ttie boat^rrfequateJi^^uppi^j^^ ' 
COAST GUARD APPROVED FLOTATION " | 
DEVICES?' " " "Ql i^es "f lTvfo 
WerethcyiSiSSSstgfcte? — " ^ 'Yes " _;; Ho 
Were they WwcaWe?^' • ^ Yes v^ No 
Wherethayii6iedtirWP»t»<«?~ i ; -¥es" ' rT ' t to * 
What Typ^ • LOn-O" 1^3" ^ ' 

Q v (sjlecrty) 

BOAT SPEED: 

.{^NotMbv&jg;... 

QUnder - tOmph • 2 1 - 4 0 mph 

PROPERTY DAMAGE 
Esijiiatedhmtiount: 
This Boat /C7c>A'<^ 

Were P F D ^ properly Used? j ^ ^ e s ] ! ! ] No 

Acljusted? 
Sized? 

Ha 

Was # » vessel tjamngNON-approve*^™" 
fioatkm devices? [I]"*'*® E f f S o 

Were tt)ey accisssible? f ^ Yes [ j No 

Were they used? [ [^Yes Q No 

If Yes, indicate kind, 

msi 

Other . 
Property j l7o / i /Q, 

* / 

FIRE EXTINGyiSHER 
Were Ihey teed? (ff"^"-
yes, Hst Types (s) and 
humber Iw^ff.) • "T 
"JYesEJNo • NA 
!^pes: ="-

Nam»,andAddrew*of. Property Owner •' 
. ,.-.A/0A/^i 

/7a ^fi . 

T M DESCRiiE:VESSE4 DAMAGE ' i ta/ j^ 

060707HBB1625 Exhibit 1, pg. 5 of 6 





•£M^'»<«Vw4r'MrV.k*iiMWI».ir- '• 

r/j'r.Fia.^Ftv 
Death Catraed PrOpeiiar injury** 

B'Yes 
Alcohol Involved? 

• Yes 

"OT 

Sv^mmef • ' : ; ' ' • 
Non Swimnripr: 

PFD Worn? 
P^ Yes T y p f 

Byr rr 

B: Other. 

Death Caused Propeller Injury? 

Alcohol Involved? 
• Yes 

vlame ress Date of Birth 

Naitie "73^ 

Was Victim? 

0 Swimmer 
•Non Swimmer 

PFD Worn? 

n " Yes ^Type" H " 

By 
Drowilhg 
Other 

Propeller Injury? 

'Q^-'YeS-^^ '̂""-
Ajcohq! Involved? 
Q Yes ' 

ress Date of Birth Was Victim? 
Swimriiep 

,̂,1̂ 1.90, SwImrTier,,.!. 
P F D W ( 3 1 ? ' 

Yes JType 

Death Caused 

P-

By_ 
. r n pnjwning_ _̂  

LJ other 

INJUREI 
" W W i*"*iWf*^PWP^mpwf!i!WPlp» 

Narne Address .,, DaJeiof Biirtn Primary Injury 
Secondary irijury,. •• 
Propeller Injury? 
Injury Caused By: 

O x« 

MeSifcal Treatment 
H(»pit"aiiz8d?. ~'' 
Alcohol? 
%DWom? 

Yes 
i-'.-Yes 

Yes 

Name -r Address DateofBirth Primary Injury ••'' -
Secandarylnjury < 
Propeller Injury? 
(Ojury Caused By.-

t f Yes 

Medical Treatment 
Hospitalized? 
Alephol? 
PFD.Wom? 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
.Yes 

jrm-i<--;)>i'!i DatejOf Birth 
i j n . - r ^ . i f . i •• 

Prirrisry Injury . , 
Secondary Injury 
PrnpeliRt Injury? . j I Vps 
Injury Caused By: fc. . . l l t/l/cit?ff''f^ ?^ED 
WJ4HHWIAIU. -• .' . ." • f . ' i . . i . . . lJ. . .^J. . . . . . . 'L.J'..J..L. 

Medical Treatment 
Hosttoilzed? 
Ainohol? 

W^m? 

^es 
Yes 
Yes 

/4<-Tes 

DESCRIBE WHAT HAPPENED (sequence of events, fnciujie ahd' iaxplairt any fmiureof equipwOTt or mai*ittefy. triclude iriformation regarding 
ttie irnrotv^nant of tilcohoi and7 or drugs iri <SEiwiil3 oV.icortbibuttiis^tait^^ ariy dM«rij^« mfontiatton^^e^ PFD's 
ucaurtiDC vvrmi rwi-EUNCu (sequence oi events, inciupe ana explain any laiiure or equipmem ormai^inery. inciuae inrormauon regaraing 
ttie irnrotv^nant of tilcohoi and7 or drugs iri {S&wiilg oV.icortbibuttiis^tait^^ ariy dM«rij^« mfontiatton^^e^ PFD's 

: Ĵ 7 .̂..̂ 7l27i0/.7/̂ .S..̂ M t . /o Pr-̂ /t,., MA^^^dsA 
/^7l-^A{ \ /baa2rya^aTf^^'^ 7o^;f/2f' Ou^s7 M/^72r7/>^ ^ ^ ^ • 

€ y ^ ' 

y : 

VESSEL.^Z'Cififnorethan.a veggels; attacti addltfona>ft>nn(«r)... i 

Nome, of Operator - OperatorTelephone #; Boat# 

Opferator Address 

1 NameofOwtier lOwner Telephdcw # 
. . - . , . 1 . . • ' - - . < . . •^- • - . . . . s . . : ^ - ^ , ^ - . - ^ . , ^ 

Owner Address; 

WITWe&&E5 

Subramed j ( ^ ~ z 7 ^ ' " < 7 ^ 

, . ' . — • • ' • - "• T B i 
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SportsStuff® Wego Kite Tube™ Page 1 of2 
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W 
•^ ,< -.'V-*- " - ^ J 

UnU HRE HERE: HDmE - TDUJHBLE5 - UJEGD KITE TUBE 

new jstuff I k i te tube I acrotjats ] haJtpipes | rnables | rnotopods | spgedzones j patriots j world class I decks I myzt i concepts | bo 

tubes 

. U ' - i S j - i J I '..lidiixQCiZ.-l'^i^ .JS,^ [7] 

Wego Kite Tu 
lOft diameter flying tu 
Take flight with the WE 
action towable is here, 
excitement! Whip aero 
through ttie air like a b 
rise above the water, r 
nothing but adrenaline 
has been raised with t 
beneath it... 
Model 53-5000 Sug. R 

KITETUBE W 
MARKET - CL 

Features: 

o 120 inch inflat 

configuration 

o 840D full body 

« Computerized 

e Nylon zippered 
adjustment 

• Multiple mesh 

o Two heavy-dut 
cockpit 

» Reinforced tow 
connector for e 

o Speed safety v 

o Parallel slotting 
neoprene padd 
use 

9 8 padded, non 

9 Heavy-duty sta 

» Reflective Safe 

outside top tap 

e Variable loops 

o Panoramic see 

e Adjustable leng 
rope included 

« High visibility, 
watersports sa 
caution accent 

® instTuc_ypn.aLP 
included 

http://www.sportsstuff.com/towables/wego/index.shtml 7/13/2006 

http://www.sportsstuff.com/towables/wego/index.shtml
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Wego Kite Tube 
lOft diameter flying tube 
Take flight with the W KIT TU The ne t generation of action towable is here, taking you to a whole new 
level of e citement Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird perience the thril 
of flight ss you rise above the water, reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing but adrenaline in your wake 
The level of e treme sport has been raised with the W KIT TU Anything else is beneath it 
Model 5 -5000 Sug Retail: $ 5 9 9 . 9 5 

KITE TUBE WITHDRAWN FROM MARKET - CLICK HERE FOR 
INFO 

Features: 

• 120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration 
o 840D full body nyton double skin cover with PU coating 
• Computerized double stitched sewing 
• Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 
e Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked 
« Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit 
• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick connection 
o Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation 
o Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for comfortable foot, knee, and, 

leg use 
• 8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard 
• Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls 
• Reflective Safety piping on all handles and on the outside top taping 
• Variable loops for detachable leash use 
• Panoramic see through double windows 
» Adjustable length style 45-55-55 foot segmented tow rope included 
• High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard and caution 

accent striping 
• Instructional DVD, tow rope, and starting leash included • 

Watch the included instructional video to learn how to fly: 
Kite Tube Instructional Video 
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NEWS from CPSC 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Office of Information and Public Affairs 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 13, 2006 
Release #06-210 

Washington, DC 20207 

Firm's Recall Hotline: (866) 831-5524 
CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638-2772 

CPSC Media Contact: (301) 504-7908 

Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from IVIarket after 
Reports of Deaths and Injuries 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with tiie U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), Sportsstuff, 
Inc., of Omaiia, Nebrasl<a is voluntarily recalling about 19,000 Wego Kite Tubes. 

CPSC staff is aware of 39 injury incidents with 29 of those resulting in medical treatment. Tiiose injuries include a 
brol<en necl<, punctured lung, chest and bacl< injuries and facial injuries. Sportsstuff has received reports of two 
deaths in the United States and a variety of serious injuries. Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the cause 
of the incidents. Nevertheless, the company has withdrawn the kite tube from the marl<et and is undertal<ing this 
voluntary recall out of an abundance of caution. 

The Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube is a 10-foot-wide, circular, yellow inflatable watercraft designed to be towed 
behind a power boat. A rider in the tube becomes airborne by pulling on handles attached to the floor ofthe tube. 
Model 53-5000 is printed on the tube near the product valve. The floor of the tube has black caution warning 
stripes. The cover for the product bears a skull and crossbones and the statement "Never Kite higher than you are 
willing to fall." The tubes were imported and sold through marine distributors, mail order catalogs, and various 
retailers from approximately October 1, 2005 to July 11, 2006 for about $500 to $600. 

Consumers should immediately stop using the kite tubes and contact Sportsstuff at (866) 831-5524 between 8 
a.m. and 5 p.m. CST Monday through Friday to learn how to obtain free replacement products. Consumers can 
also visit the firm's Web site at www.sportsstuff.com for more information. 
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http://www.sportsstuff.com
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Send the link for this page to a friend! The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting 
the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products, 
underthe agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the 
nation more than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from 
.products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to 
ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household 
chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with 
consumer products over the past 30 years. 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or CPSC's 
teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at www.cpsc.gov/talk.html. To join,^a CPSC email 
subscription list, please go to www.cpsc.qov/cpsclist.asp. Consumers can obtain this release and recall 
information at CPSC's Web site at www,cpsc,goy. 
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WE O KITE TUBE RE LACEMENT RE UE T 
After this form has been submitted, a Customer Service Representative will contact you with an RMA number 

Please use the fo rm on this page to request your replacement product(s) efore we ship your 
chosen replacements, you must send us your Wego Kite Tube as out l ined below: 

Please 
completely fill 
out the form 
and press the 

SU MIT button 
when you re 

finished A 
FI DS AR 
R UIR D 

-mail address: I yourmail@serviceprovider.com 

Area code 
phone number 

Please choose ll <select Replacement Option> 
your desired |l ^ _ _ . „ , _ . „ , . . , , „ 
replacement- i_carn more about the replacement ontions licre 

option ,Close the new window when done to return to this form 

CLEAR FORM SUBMIT 
JThank oi 

.̂ iz:c a." JZ. 

Wego Retu o e u e 

Click here if vour kite tube is new or unused and has N V R been Inflated 
I ou Wego Kite Tube bee u e e i ee ou to o e t e ' 
o o i g te 

mailto:yourmail@serviceprovider.com
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P AS CUT FFTH F WIN PARTS F URUNITT R TURN T SP RTSSTUFF: 
1 CUT FF TH A UIMINUM T W C NN CT R FR M TH C V R 
2 USIN SCISS RS, CAR FU CUT UT' N (1) WARNIN PATCH N TH " W 
C V R I T I S N C SSAR THAT U CUT A TH WA THR U H T H C V R T R TURN 
TH WARNIN PATCH P AS US TH WARNIN PATCH WITH TH IT M NUM R 5 -
5000 PRINT D N IT 

P AS CAT TH VA V S N ACH F TH TW (2) INN RTU S CUT UT ACH 
VA V AVIN. A 1 INCH RADIUS AR UND ACH VA V WITHIN THIS RADIUS TH R 
SH U D AN IT M NUM R 5 -5000 SUR T AV THIS NUM R INTACT S 
THAT W CAN ID NTIF TH IT M WH N U R TURN IT T US 
4 P AC A F TH S PARTS INT A SIN APPR PRIAT SI D MAI R A AIN W 
MUST HAV A PARTS ACK IN RD R T PR C SS TH R TURN 

A AIN, TH PARTS T R TURN AR : 

1 A UMINUM T W C NN CT R, 

' 1 WARNIN PATCH C NTAININ TH IT M NUM R CUT FR M TH C V R 

n 
' 2 VA V S FR M TH INN RTU S WITH IT M NUM RS INTACT 
5 P AS WRIT TH RMA NUM R THAT U R C IV AFT R SU MITTIN UR 
R U ST N TH UTSID F TH MAI R THI RMA NUMBER I E TREMEL 
IM ORTANT. WITHOUT IT OUR RETURN AND E CHAN E ORDER MA NOT BE 

ROCE ED, P AS PRINT TH NTIR NUM R C AR SP RTSSTUFF WI N T 
R SP NSI F R R TURNS THAT AR MISSIN TH RMA NUM R 

We MUST have all of these parts returned before we will ship out the replacement product 
Please send envelope to : 

Sportsstuff Inc 
1121 Circle 
Suite A 

maha, N 681 
ATTN: RMA 

I ou Wego i b e t i 
o e e o o e e but e e i 
e tu t e o ete u i t to u 

i i t 
te 

o igi 
t o o 

9 ' g 
t e e i 

o t bee 
t u t i c o o to 

1 e sure to securely close your Wego back in i ts original carton All parts must be inside 
the bo if you had previously opened it, including manuals and DVD 
2 Remove any shipping labels that were placed on the outside of the carton 

Write the RMA number that you receive from Customer Service on the outside of the 
carton 
4 Please also write the name of the person we are shipping the e change order to on the 
outside of the carton, along with the return address 
5 Please return the Wego Unit to: 

Sportsstuff Inc 
1121 Circle 
Suite A 

maha N 681 
Attn: RMA 

5 ou should use UPS round Service to return the unit, and you may charge the ground 
freight to our UPS account Sportsstuff Customer Service will give you the account number 
when your request is received 

nee we have received your Wego return, we will process and ship out your e change 
product via UPS round service 
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CONTACT LIST (060707HBB1625) 

/victim's fiance 

NC 27870 

7/7 - Conducted telephone interview. 

lll^^P**'^"*!^ •*-

/Boat owner & Operator, 

7/12 - telephone interview. 

7/6 
7/13 

Chris Huebner/CPT 
NC Wildlife Resources Commission 
1717 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1717 
(919) 707-0033 

initiated with brief telephone interview & email 
picked up boating accident report. 

CPT Mark Bruton 
NC Wildlife Resources Commission 
Roanoke Rapids, NC 
(252) 443-3791 

7/6 - telephone interview with CPT Bruton, 
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Task Number: 060706HBB1625 
Date: 8/2/06 

Status of Missing Document(s) 

The official records below were requested for this investigation report, but could not be 
obtained. 

1. Photo of kite tube (from boat operator/owner). 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 



X^^70067 

iSSK 4 ^ Original Message 
From: Mele, Stephen V. 
To: Mele, Stephen V.; Topka, Tanya L.; Ault, Eric B.; Blasius, Dennis 
R. 
CC: Kohen, Beverly J. H .. ^ — AAAA 
Sent: Thu Jul 06 12:52:03 2006 u U L 0 7 ^ Q o 
Subject: RE: Wego Kite Tube Accident - NEW'ONE! (Lake Gaston) 

Here are some more details for this to be assigned. 

Incident location.: near Roanoke Rapids, NC 
connects with main body of Lake Gaston). 
Date of incident: 6/17/06 

(where Jimmy Creek 

Also note that no photos were taken by NCWRC. 

Stephen V. Mele 
U.S. CPSC 
Raleigh/Durham Field Office 
P.O. Box 52054 
Durham, NC 27 717 
PH: (919) 403-0281 
Fax: (775) 908-8050 
email: smele@cpsc.gov <mailto:smele@cpsc.gov> 

Chris, 

Just had another on my desk on Lake Gaston. 
A subject was pulling a female near Jimmy Creek on Lake Gaston and the 
tube was off the water approximately 2 feet when they hit the main body 
of the lake and the tube shot up approximately 10 feet and turned 
sideways and the female was slammed to water and knocked unconscious 
but was pulled from water by occupants of boat and taken to hospital 
where she was ok. I just got this across my desk and made contact with 
the female boyfriend and talked to him about this and he gave me this 
blow by blow report. If that subject needs to call me about this I can 
talk to him. I'm sending this boating accident report to Raleigh in 
Courier today. Let me know if you need further on this. 

mailto:smele@cpsc.gov
mailto:smele@cpsc.gov


1. Task Number 

060710HBB2668 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 04 

2. Investigator's ID 

9044 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 12 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC Unknown 

On the first use of a kite tube by a consumer, being pulled by a boat at about 30-35 mph, he fell off about 15 feet into a 
lake. He had a severe spiral fracture to the upper leg and was hospitalized for 6 days, during which he had surgery 
and needed two blood transfusions. He later suffered a compartment syndrome with severe swelling and was 
hospitalized for 2 more days. He reported this injury to the manufacturer on 7/5/2006, 8 days prior to the recall. 

iB / 

_ _ EXa^ONS/fOlA Exs • 
~ " ^Birtsions 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

8. City 

JEFFERSON 

9. State 

IA 

iOA. First Product 

3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 

WEGO 

10C. Model Number 

53-5000 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF INC. 
11213 E. C i rc le *A 
Omaha, NE 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
31 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

14. Disposit ion 
4 - Hospitalized 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
57 - Fracture 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

81 - UPPER LEG 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

1 - On-Site 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

1 6 / 4 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

21. Case Source 
07 - Consumer Complaint 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

0 Yes O No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
09/07/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
8929 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 
Topka, Tanya L. 

28. Source Document Number 
10670118A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 



060710HBB2668 -1-

All information contained in this report, was obtained 
through an on-site visit with the victim and his wife, who 
was a witness. The consumer reported this incident (source 
document). 

On 5/12/2006, a 31-year-old consumer purchased a new 
product called a kite tube from an online internet 
retailer. He had researched the product for 3-5 hours 
before purchasing it and watched the video that came with 
it several times, as well as read the written directions 
prior to using the product. 

The consumer selected this model of kite tube because it 
appeared to be the largest model on the market, with the 
widest diameter and he thought it was a quality product. 
He noted the weight limit for the rider was about 200 
pounds. He was about 5'11" tall and he weighed about 185 
pounds and he was confident he could ride the kite tube 
safely, and enjoy it the way it was designed. 

Exhibit 1, Photo 1: 
Label on the kite tube. 

The consumer understood 
that kite tubing was a new 
sport using a new product 
that he had not seen on the 
market before. He also 
knew it was considered an 
extreme sport. However, he 
felt confident in the 
safety of the prodiict as 
well as his ability to 
operate it. He had enjoyed 
many sports over the years 

including knee-boarding and parasailing, and he and his 
wife had been avid boaters for many years. 

In addition, the consumer and his wife were both members of 
the National Guard and he had spent much time in the past 
few years in an active status. He had over 14 years of 
service time and had spent significant time away from home 
on active duty in various places in the world. His 
professional role in the National Guard was as a teacher of 
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"hand-to-hand" contbat. He worked on staying physically fit 
and he felt he was in prime physical condition. He often 
ran 5-10 miles at a time and enjoyed many sports. He was 
always careful to warm up and do things the right way to 
stay in good condition. 

The consumer purchased the kite tube on a website called 
EBay for about $350.00, plus shipping, and it was delivered 
to his home a few days later in mid-lVlay, 2006. He 
purchased the associated tow rope and it also came with a 
video. It arrived in an original shipping carton and was 
not inflated. The consumer also received the owner's 
manual and he read it prior to using thê  product. A few 
weeks later they inflated the kite tube and used it for the 
first time. Two young friends of his took turns riding it. 
Everyone had fun and they had no problems with the kite 
tube while using it that day. 

Exhibit 1, Photo 2: 
Close up of the kite tube. 

• * " l ^ | l ^ . * : ' ' " ' ' - ' ^ . ^ M 

On 6/4/2006, the family took 
the boat out for the day on a 
nearby lake called Twin 
Lakes, in western Iowa. The 
boat they were operating was 
a 2 0 01 Model, 2 5" "Mariah", 
with a 325 HP inboard -
outboard motor. They were 
very familiar with it and had 
owned it for many years. The 
family was avid boaters and 
they took the boat out about 
50 times a summer spending 

over 100 hours on the water near their home. They also took 
regular boating trips to other lakes in the Midwest. 

On the boat that day was the 31-year-old male and his wife, 
and the family's three young children. They also had two 
other adults with them including a 26-year-old male friend 
who used the kite tube for the first time that day on the lake. 
It had been inflated as directed. It was a warm day with 
temperatures in the 80's, and a light breeze about 5 mph. 

At about 6:00 pm, • the 26-year-old male went first and he 
rode the kite tube for about 10 minutes as it was being 
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towed by the boat. He went airborne for about 5 minutes of 
the time and he appeared to enjoy the experience. They 
stopped the boat and the 31-year-old male climbed on to the 
kite tube for his first turn on it. He knew immediately 
that it was hard to ride and control which was a surprise 
to him. Within 2 minutes of use, he was airborne and it 
felt like he was out of control as it went up and down, and 
side to side, in an erratic pattern. 

Exhibit 1, Photo 3: The boat and deflated kite tube. 

At this time, the 31-year-old male's wife, was operating the 
boat, and the 26-year-old male friend who had just ridden 
the kite tube was acting as the spotter. They did not 
observe that the rider was in distress, and did not know 
that he was panicked. It appeared to them that he was 
having fun, even though the kite tube was not performing in 
a smocth motion as it was portrayed in the video. They 
really had no way of communicating with each other. They 
could not hear each other due to the distance and the 
boat's motor noises. 
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They also' could not see each other well because the rider 
was above the kite tube. The small clear plastic window in 
the bottom of the kite tube did not offer a clear or 
focused view. The 31-year-old male tried to signal to the 
boat to stop, because he felt the tube was getting out of 
control, but he knew that they could not see or hear him. 
He tried to extend his body to get above the line of site 
of the tube, but this made the tube fly even higher. 

After just a few minutes of riding the kite tube, at about 
6:30 pm, on 6/4/2006, as the tube went higher, it flipped 
over and threw the rider into the water. The boat was 
traveling about 3 0-35 mph with the minimum length of tow 
rope extended at 4 5 feet long for beginners, and he was 
about 10-15 feet in the air. The rider was wearing a wet 
suit and a life jacket. The kite tube was unstable as the 
wind blew from the left to his right, and the next thing he 
knew he was in the water. 

Exhibit 1, Photo 4: Injury caused to the lower left leg. 

The 31-year-old male 
immediately knew he was 
injured. His face hurt 
and after a few moments in 
the water, his left leg 
started to hurt. He ran 
his hand down along his 
leg he felt it was bulging 
in one place and he" knew 
it was broken at the 
femur. He rested in the 
water floating with the 

of his life jacket, until the boat came up along side 
and picked him up. 

aid 
him 

They called 911 for help and made arrangements for the 
ambulance to meet them on shore. The ambulance transported 
the 31-year-old male to the nearest hospital. They 
confirmed that he had a spiral fracture of the left femur 
and that it was shattered from three inches below the hip 
down to two inches above the knee. 



060710HBB2668 

Exhibit 1, Photo Injury caused to the upper left leg. 

.j The victim spent a total 6 
days at this hospital. He 
had surgery 2 0 hours after 
the incident, where they 
inserted a rod and pins to 
stabilize the leg. 

Later, after returning 
home, he was again 
hospitalized after he 
developed complications 

called "compartment syndrome". His leg swelled up to 
measure about 31" at the thigh, and 22" at his calf. This 
compared with his waist size of 32". This was a very 
severe and painful condition which.was difficult for him to 
endure for several days. In addition, the victim lost 
feeling in his right foot for awhile. He spent two days in 
the hospital. 

During the first hospitalization, the victim required two 
units of blood the day after surgery and another 2 units 
the next day after that. He spent a total of 8 days in the 
hospital. His full recovery was expected to take about 4 
months. 

Exhibit 1, Photo 6: Photo shows the injury to the left leg 
including where he required surgery under each of the 3 
bandages. 

4 i> - ^ ' l l i p i ^ p W 'IV'<II> ^ 
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Exhibit 1, Photo 7: Close up of the leg after surgery. 

On 7/7/2006, the victim reported'this incident to CPSC on
line (source document). On 7/10/2006, the victim's wife 
had their fourth child. Both she and her husband were 
hospitalized at the same time, but in different hospitals. 

On 7/12/2006, I contacted the victim and made an 
appointment to visit him as soon as possible. On 
7/19/2006, I visited the victim and his wife, who was a 
witness to this incident. The nature of the interview 
process included interviews with the victim and his wife 
both together and separately and the enclosed information 
was collected. 

Also during this visit, I observed a deflated incident unit 
being stored in their boat in a covered building and I 
photographed it (exhibit 1). They also provided the Kite 
Tube Owner's Manual (exhibit 2) and Towable Owner's Manual 
(exhibit 3). I also observed they had the video that came 
with the kite tube when they purchased it. 

During this visit, the victim explained that he was what he 
would call an adrenaline junky and that he thought kite 
tubing would be fun. He noted that he always took the 
required precautions and he never took unnecessary risks 
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always following recommended .guidelines. He took pride in 
not being "stupid" and doing things right. 

The victim stated that it just blew his mind that this type 
of severe unpredictable injury could be caused on the first 
use of the kite tube. He said if he had any idea it was 
such a dangerous product he would have never used it, 
especially since they were expecting their fourth child. 
He also stated that after this incident, he wanted everyone 
to know that he felt that the kite tube was dangerous and 
it should not be sold. He stated that there is no way to 
control it after it leaves the water and goes airborne and 
that the second concern is that there is no communication 
between the boat and the tube. 

Also, during this visit, the victim's wife explained they 
knew there was some risk with the kite tube and that in 
fact they had waited to use it the first time until their 
new health insurance became effective. They had a delay in 
coverage because her husband had recently changed jobs. 

In addition, she noted that they had much experience with 
parasailing and that they thought they knew what they were 
doing but that this kite tube was totally different than 
anything else they had experienced. She reported that she 
operated the boat 99 percent of the time they were on it 
including when.her husband parasailed. She noted that when 
he parasailed that he could rise as high as 200 feet in the 
air and that they always felt in control and safe at what 
they were doing. As compared, she said the kite tube was 
totally unpredictable. 

They reported that they did not know what they will do with 
the incident unit. They reported that they notified the 
manufacturer of this incident and the serious injury that 
it caused on 7/5/2005, a few days before contacting the 
CPSC. They waited to notify them due to the 
hospitalization and medical complications the victim was 
having. They reportedly told them the kite tube was unsafe 
and gave them specific reasons for this conclusion 
including details of his injury. 

They noted that the manufacturer's representative took 
their name and telephone number but they said they were not 
sure if they were going to buy back the kite tube or just 
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replace the value of it for other products. The victim 
felt they were cooperative, but that they did not appear to 
be decisive as to the concerns he raised. They did not 
mention a pending recall and overall did not appear 
concerned about the severity of the injury that it caused 
him. 

During my visit on 7/19/2006, the victim and his wife 
reported they were aware of both CPSC news releases on kite 
tubes including CPSC News Release 06-202, dated June 30, 
2006; and CPSC News Release 06-202, dated July 13, 2006, 
titled "Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from Market 
after Reports of Deaths and Injuries", in which they 
announce that the incident unit had been recalled. They 
noted that they only learned of these news releases after 
the incident, and that it was interesting especially since 
they had spoken with the Manufacturer on 7/5/2006, prior to 
the recall on 7/13/2006. 

They said they were glad that the product was not longer on 
the market. I noted that the victim was using crutches to 
be mobile and that they had set up a convalescent bed for 
his use in the first floor family room so he did not have 
to go to the second floor to'sleep. He reported he was 
doing better and he was recovering but that he was not 
certain as to the status of his ability to continue to 
serve on a full commission in the.National Guard. This 
concern distressed him greatly. 

The victim reported that he was also very upset that he had 
this injury about the time his wife gave birth to their 
fourth child and that it had caused significant problems 
for them to handle all the responsibilities associated with 
that. He reported that he had a very severe injury and 
that had been very hard on him. He reported that his 
weight had dropped from 185 to 159 pounds since he was 
injured. 

The victim told me that he felt confident that he would 
recover and stated that he was very concerned that others 
would be injured if they did not know about the recall. He 
reported that his doctors told him that only 50 percent of 
the people who suffer this type of spiral fracture to the 
femur survive the injury because they usually suffer a 
severe blood loss at the time of the incident. 
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They also told him that just 10 years ago, a person with 
this type of injury would have had a permanent disability 
from it, but that today's medicine helped to prevent this 
level of disability and that he hoped for a full recovery. 

Exhibit 1, Photo 8: Warning label on kite tube. 

The victim reported that he was aware of another person who 
he works with who suffered a very serious injury after he 
had his injury. This other person had a broken arm and two 
severely bruised legs after he fell from a similar kite 
tube. He reported that his employer had since these two 
incidents asked all of their 110 employees to not use 
kite tubes, so that they do not loose other employees to 
injuries like these two had. 

The victim provided the additional photos of his injuries 
and I requested his medical records and will provide them 
as an addendum to this report (exhibit 6) when they are 
received. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION; 
FROM VICTIM: 

How many people were on the kite tube at the time ofthe incident? ONE 
Did you have previous experience with similar products? YES 
Did you have any experience with this unit? NO 
Did this unit perform differently than the others you tried? YES 
Did you believe you could direct / control the direction and height ofthe kite 
tube? YES 
What happened when you became airbome? FLIPPED OVER & LOST 
CONTROL 
How high off the surface ofthe water were you at the time that things began to go 
wrong? ABOUT 10-15 FEET 
What was the maximum height achieved during the incident? ABOUT 15 FEET 
Could you see the boat (due to the angle ofthe tube kite)? NOT VERY WELL 
Did you try to signal the boat to slow down? YES 
Did you do anything to try to lower the tube kite back down towards the water? 
TRIED TO RISE ABOVE IT SO TO BE SEEN 
Describe specifics regarding the actual crash. FLIPPED OVER 
Did you notice any mechanical issues with tube kite? YES, IT WAS MOVING, 
TWISTING AND DIPPING FROM SIDE TO SIDE 

. What were you wearing (safety gear)? YES, LIFE JACKET & WET SUIT 

FROM DRIVER AND WITNESSES: 

Had you towed inflatable or similar products behind the boat previously? YES 
What experience did you have with this particular product? FIRST USE 
Who attached the tow rope/ tow harness to the tube kite and to the boat? VICTIM 
Was it done based on instructions provided? YES 
How long was the rope (i.e., distance from where it was tied on boat to where it 
was tied to the kite tube, after tying)? SET AT MIN. LENGTH OF 45 FEET 
What was the age and condition ofthe tow rope? NEW, CAME WITH ORDER 
What was the speed ofthe boat? ABOUT 30-35 MPH 
How did you decide what speed you would travel? FROM EXPERIENCE 
How high off the surface ofthe water was the kite tube at the time that things 
began to go wrong? ABOUT 10-15 FEET 
What was the maximum height achieved during the incident? ABOUT 15 FEET 
How did you communicate with the kite tube rider? SIGHT ONLY 
Did you actually see the kite tube dive to the surface? NO, FIRST SAW THE 
VICTIM FALL 
Why/ why not? KITE TUBE FELL TOO, WHEN STOPPED BOAT 
Did you try to do anything to halt the dive or avoid the crash? SLOWED DOWN 
What did you do after the crash? RESCUE VICTIM 
Was there any damage or apparent equipment failure noted? NO 
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FROM PURCHASER OF KITE TUBE: 

• Did you ask the sales staff how to use the product? BOUGHT ON-LINE, SAW 
INFO ON WEBSITE ONLY 

• Did they offer any direcfions/ cautions? YES, IN VIDEO 
• Did any instructional material come with the product? YES 
• Did you read it? YES 
• Did you read any safety wamings that may have been on the product itself? YES, 

HAS MANY, READ THEM ALL. 

PRODUCT INDENTIFICATION: 

Water Tubing (Product Code 32 00) 
Type: Kite Tube, included tow rope, DVD and starting leash 
Item # 53-5000 
Brand: "WEGO" 
Manufacturer: Sports Stuff Inc., 11213 E. Circle # A, 
Omaha, NE, 402-592-9085, www.sport stuf f.com 
Retailer: Purchased from EBay 
Date Purchased 5/12/2006 
Price: $350.00 (plus shipping) 

SAMPLES COLLECTED: None 

8 Photographs 
Kite Tube Owner's Manual 
Towable Owner's Manual 
Authorization for Release of Name 
Description of Respondents 
Authorization to Release Medical Records 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Exhibit 
Exhibit 
Exhibit 
Exhibit 
Exhibit 
Exhibit 

1 - 1 
2 - ] 
3 - ' 
4 - 1 

5 - ] 

6 - . 

http://www.sport
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

2-^Y^ ' . 
7 O (' YE§ O NO 
V ^ , . ' — • " 

(Signature) y ' (Datfe) 

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: http://www.cpsc.gov 

http://www.cpsc.gov
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DESCRIPTION OF RESPONDENTS; 

Trent Gierstorf, 'Victim 
• Val Gierstorf, Witness 
1943 KAve., Jefferson, IA 50129 
(C) 515-370-8449, (H) 515-386-8922, tvgierst@netins.net 

Initially contacted on 7/12/2006 
On-site visit on 7/19/2006 

mailto:tvgierst@netins.net
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APPENDIX VII-D-7 M E D I C A L R E C O R D S D I S C L O S U R E F O R M 

U.S. C O N S U M E R P R O D U C T SAFETY C O M M I S S I O N 

A U T H O R I Z A T I O N F O R M E D I C A L R E C O R D S D I S C L O S U R E 
This form authorizes release of infonnation in accordance with the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability 
Act, 45 C.F.R. Parts 160 and 164, 5 U.S.C. 552a, and 38 U.S.C. 570] and 7332. 1 understand that my disclosure of 
the information requested on this form is voluntary. I further understand that the Social Security Number will be 
used to locate records for release and if not voluntarily fiimished completely and accurately, the health or medical 
facility will be unable to comply with the request. 

T O W H O M I T M A Y C O N C E R N : 
I request and authorize 7 d W j T r (name of 
health or medical facility) to furnish the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission all 
infonnation and copies of any and all records you may have pertaining to (my case)(the case of) 

Patient Name '^Cr\tt ( J L Q Q l Z O G ^ 

Relationship to you i^7>,^fi/J O 

Patient Social Security Number ^ ^ ( j " £ ' ' 2 ' ~ S 3(P 7 

including, but not limited to, medical history, physical reports, laboratory reports and pathological slides, 
and X-ray reports and films. 

AUTHORIZATION: I certify that this request has been made freely, voluntarily and without coercion 
and that the information given above is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge. I understand 
that 1 will receive a copy ofthis form after I sign it. I may revoke this authorization, in writing, at any 
time except to the extent that action has already been taken to comply with it. Written revocation is 
effective upon receipt by the unit or office at the facility housing the records. Redisclosiire of my medical 
records by those receiving the above authorized information may be accomplished without my further 
written authorization and my records may no longer be protected. Without my express revocation, the 
authorization, will automatically expire: (1) upon satisfaction ofthe need for disclosure; (2) on onzation will ai 

i?]7>l/0ic 

(BATE)' 

Q Ax,.^ (27/\ 

^ (date supplied by patient); or (3) under the following conditions: 

^ 

(SlGl^ATURE OF PATIENT OR P ^ S ^ N AUTHORIZED TO SIGN FOR PATIENT) 

(WITNESS) 

CPSC F O R M N O 170 



Doc No: I0670118A lssue:41 07/10/2006 
07/07/2006 13:01:12 

Name = Trent Gierstorf 
Address = 1932 KAve 
City = Jefferson 
State = Iowa 
Zip = 50129 
Email = tvglerst@netins.net 
Telephone = 515 386 8922 
Name of Victim = Trent Gierstorf 
Victim's Address = 1932 K Ave 
Victim's City = Jefferson 
Victim's State = Iowa 
Victim's Zip = 50129 
Victim's Telephone = 515 386 8922 

Incident Description: I bought the Wego Kite tube in May. I watched the video several times, and I also read the 
directions that came with the tube. I took 
the tube out for the second time on 6/4/06. 

We started with the 45 foot rope that the recommend for beginners according to the video. I was only on the 
tube a few minutes 
when I started to see some of the safety problems. The first problem I saw that when the tubegoes into the takeoff 
position (lifts off the 
water at a 45 degree angle) the rider can no longer see the boat and the boat can no longer see the rider. The tube is 
ten foot across 
and with the rider sitting on the very back of the tube, they are totally hidden. The second problem is that any 
crosswind sends the tube 
out of control. It will not land even and will flip over in mid flight. 

I was on the Wego Kite tube for about three minutes when I thought the tube was getting out of control. I tried 
to signal the boat to 
stop but they could not see or hear me. I tried to extend my body to get above the line of site of the tube, but this 
made the tube fly even 
higher. When the tube went up it flipped over and slammed me back to the water. It happened so fast that I do not 
even know how I hit 
the water. After a second in the water my left leg started to hurt. I ran my had down my leg and I was sure that my 
led was broke at the 
femur. I was taken by ambulance to the hospital. The hospital confirmed that I had a spiral fracture of the left femur 
(shattered from three 
inches below the hip down to two inches above the knee). I had a rod and pins put in to stabilize the leg. I also 
required 2 units of blood 
the day after surgery and another 2 unit's the next day. After eight days in the hospital I was released . The Doctor 
said that my 
recovery will take about four months. 

In my opinion this tube is dangerous and should not be sold. There is no way to control the tube when it 
leaves the water. The 
second concern is the communication between the boat and the person on the tube. 

Thank You, 
Trent Gierstorf 

Victim's age at time of incident = 31 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/4/06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportssuff 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 
Date product purchased = 5/12/06 

mailto:tvglerst@netins.net


I.Task Number 
060710HBB2674 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 04 

2. Investigator's ID 
8156 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 12 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 029808 

The 40 year old male victim was riding a kite tube on a lake pulled by a 21' boat powered by a 351 HP inboard 
engine. He was riding at about 15'when a wind gust pushed the kitetube up to about 25/30'. The kitetube nose 
dived into the water. The victim was rescued and he was taken to the hospital and treated for a perforated right ear 
drum. 

COMWIEMTS: VES 
CWB»RUt£Oi 

. „ EXCISIONS/FOIA Exs.. 
.RGvlsiorc 

. . ^ J J O T R & N a n F y _B6*fflJS?V 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9-- SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 
8. City 

WILMAR 

9. State 

MN 

IDA. First Product 
3200' Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 
SPORTSSTUFF 

10C. Model Number 

WEGO 53-5000 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213E.Circle SuiteA 
Omaha, NE 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

118. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
40 

13. Sex 

1 -Male 

14. Disposition 

1 - Injured, not Hosp. 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
63 - Puncture 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

94 - EAR 

17. Respondent 

1 -Victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

1 4 / 4 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

21. Case Source 

13 - Other Case Source 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes O No (§) Verbal 

24. Review Date 

07/26/2006 

25. Reviewed By 

8929 

26. Regional Office Director 

Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 
Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

28. Source Document Number 

X0670097A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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SUMMARY 

The product involved in this incident is a 10' diameter 
flying kite tube. It is similar to inner tubes that are 
designed to be towed behind a motorized boat on the water. 
With this inflatable device you can pull up on the front of 
the kite tube and it becomes airborne as it is being 
pulled. 

The brother-in-law of the 40 year old victim (180 lbs) is a 
deputy sheriff. On 7-3-2 006 he went into a sporting goods 
store with his brother with the intention of buying a 
towable inner tube. They were going-'up to their mother's 
house which is on Eagle Lake north of Wilmar, MN. While in 
the store there was a video tape playing and promoting the 
"Wego" kite tube.. He said the video tape really made 
riding the kite tube look like a lot of fun so they decided 
to buy one. 

They brought it home that day and they watched the enclosed 
DVD. They watched the DVD because they wanted to learn how 
to ride or operate the kite tube. They wanted to know how 
to get the kite tube airborne and maneuver it. They 
didn't read the owners manual or any other written 
instructions or warnings that came with it. 

They went out to their mother's house for the holiday and 
some fun on the water. They used the kite tube several 
times without any problems on the first day. 

The next day (7-4-2006) they decided to use the kite tube 
once again. The temperature was around 85 degrees F and 
there was moderate wind estimated at between 7/14 MPH. 

The boat they were using was a 21' 1993 inboard fiberglass 
motorboat. It was powered by a 351 Ford engine. It was 
owned by the brother of respondent. 

They used trial and error figuring out how to ride the kite 
tube. They used the tow rope that was provided with it. 
They used it at the 65' length. They found that you have 
to be traveling between 25/30 MPH to get the rider up in 
the air. You also have to be traveling against the wind. 
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He said during the course of the day four of the family 
members had used the kite tube with different degrees of 
success. 

His wife used it and never got it off the water. She rode 
it around the lake similar to a normal towable inner tube. 
The respondent and his brother both weigh about 250 lbs. 
He said when they rode the kite tube it would bounce up and 
down off the water. He said it was similar to a frog hopping 
up and down. They never got more than 6/7' off the water. 
His brother was riding it once and never got more than a 
couple feet off the water. He got thrown off the kite tube 
and sustained a bruise to his arm. The injury wasn't, 
serious and he didn't require any professional medical 
attention. 

He said his brother-in-law doesn't weigh as much as he 
estimated his weight at about 180 lbs. He was able to get 
a little higher while riding the kite tube. 

He said at the time of the accident his brother-in-law was 
riding the kite tube. They were going across the lake at 
about 3 0 MPH and he was riding at about 7'. Near the end 
of the ride when they were nearing the end of the lake the 
kite tube went up to about 15/2 0'. They were nearing the 
end of the run and started to slow down to lower the kite 
tube. He said they hit a wind gust which pushed up the 
kite tube to about 2 5/3 0'. The kite tube turned and did a 
nose dive to the water. 

The rider held onto the kite tube as it hit the water. 
When they looked back the victim was laying face first in 
the water. He was wearing a PFD. They quickly turned 
around and drove back to the victim. He dove into the 
water and pulled him into the boat. He was still 
unconscious so they unhooked the kite tube, called 9-1-1 on 
their cell phone and headed to shore. 

While on the way to shore the victim regained consciousness 
and started to spit out water. He guessed that the victim 
was out about 3 0 seconds. When they arrived on shore the 
paramedics had arrived and checked over the victim. He was-



060710HBB2674 

Page 3 

starting to feel better and told the paramedics he didn't 
need to go to the hospital. Later that day he complained 
of water in the ear and his wife took him into the ER. He 
was diagnosed with a perforated ear drum. 

The respondent said once you get the kite tube up in the 
air you•are at the hands of driver of the boat. He said 
while you are close to the water you can maneuver the kite 
tube by shifting your weight with your feet, and pulling on 
the handles and rope. However, once you are airborne the 
boat controls the kite tube. He said once you get up you 
can't see the boat anymore. There is a plastic window, but 
you can't see through it. He had a hard time figuring out 
how high the kite tube was flying while he was on it. He 
said hand signals wouldn't work as no one would see them. 

I spoke with the 4 0 year old victim. He said the kite tube, 
was purchased by the respondent's brother. He had never 
been on a kite tube until the day of the accident. He 
hadn't looked at any training D'VD's or the owners manual. 
His brother-in-law briefly told him what he had to do to 
ride the kite tube. 

He said the first time he rode the kite tube he had no 
problems. He was pulled across the lake at about 3 0 MPH 
behind the boat and he went up and down in the air. He 
guessed that he might have reached a height of about 
10/15' . The longest ride in the air was about 15 seconds. 

He said during the second ride he was able to get the kite 
tube off the water easier. He said the last thing he 
remembers was being up in the air about 15' and the kite 
tube shooting up higher in the air and the nose turning 
over towards the water. The last thing he remembers was 
the kite tube nose diving' towards the water. 

The next thing he remerrtbers was sitting on the dock and the 
paramedics were examining him.- He told the paramedics that 
he was feeling better and they could leave. However, later 
he started his head continued to ring and he had a 
headache. His wife took him to the hospital and he was 
treated for a perforated right eardrum. He is still 
experiencing soreness in his right shoulder and neck from 
his injuries. 
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He said that once you are in the air riding the kite tube 
you have no control over it. You are controlled by the 
speed of the boat and wind. Once in the air he couldn't 
see the boat or boat operators because of the angle of the 
kite tube. He said there was a plastic window that you 
couldn't see through. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 

The product involved in this incident is a 10' diameter 
flying inner tube. It has two heavy duty bladders that are 
covered by a nylon skin cover. There are two built in 
slots for the rider's feet and 8 padded handles. There is 
a rope with easy grip sponge balls attached to the front 
for pulling up the front during use. 

The suspect kite tube was purchased on 7-3-2006 from: 

Shields Sporting Goods Store 
St. Cloud, MN 

It was identified as a "Wego" kite tube Model# 53-5000. It 
is distributed by: 

Spportsstuff, Inc. 
11213 E. Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 6 813 7 

The suspect kite tube had been returned to the dealer so no 
photographs were available. 

The boat used during the incident is a 1993 21' open 
motorboat with a fiberglass hull. It is powered by an 
inboard Ford 351 engine. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Minnesota DNR Report 
2. Contact List 
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STATE OF MINNESOTA 
WATERCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORT 

County Complaint No. 

06019380 
This form must be submitted whenever a watercraft accsdent results in: 

1. Loss of Life 2. Injury beyond First Aid. 3. Property Damage of $2CX)0 or more. 

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT. COMPLETE ALL BLOCKS (INDICATE THOSE NOT APPLICABLE BY "NA") 

ts E — 

DATE OF ACCIDENT 
7/4/2006-

TIME 
04:45 D A M mPM 

NAME OF BODY OF WATER 1 H LAKE 2 • RIVER 3 D POND/DITCH 
Eagle Lake 4 D OTHER (Spec:?fy) 

LOCATION WHERE VICTIM WAS FOUND (Give Location Precisely) 
NW comer atx)ut 300 yard from shore. Out from old Tom Thumb. 

NEAREST TOWN/CITY 
Willmar 

COUNTY 
Kandiyohi 

on 

s 
3 
1— 
u. i u a 
Ui 
H-

1 

OPERATOR (Last, First Middle) 
Redmond, Bri^n Mgrk, 
ADDRESS: 
5635HWV71 NE 
CITY: WHImar STATE: MN ZIP CODE: 56201 
TELEPHONE: HOME 3202310964 WORK 

OWNER: (Last, First Middle) 
Redmond. Grectorv James 
ADDRESS: 
§§?5HWY71NE 
CITY: Wahnar STATE: MN ZIP CODE; 56201 
TELEPHONE: HOME WORK 
BOAT NUMBER (State & Number) 

MN 3197 GP 
TYPE OF BOAT (Check One) 
1 El Open Motorboat 9 Q Other 
2 D Cabin Motorboat 
3 D Auxiliary Sail 
4 n Sail (Only) 
5 D Rowboat (non-motorized) 
6 D Canoe 
7 Q Personal Watercraft (jet ski) 
8 n Pontoon 

BOAT MAKE 
Ski Centurion 

HULL MATERIAL 
1 n Aluminum 
2 H Fiberglass 

(plastic) 
3 0 Wood 
4 D Steel 
5 n Rubber (Vinyl) 
6 D Other (Specify) 

PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICES If Worn, Wh. 
{Answer All Questions) 

Yes No 
E D Was boat adequately ecjuipped with • 1 O » E 

CG Approved Lifesaving Devices 
S n Were PFD's Accessible D IV D V 
H • Were PFD's Used 

OPERATOR'S DATE 
OF BIRTH 

5/20/1974 

OPERATOR'S AGE 

32 

WAS BOAT RENTED 

D YES El NO 

NO. OF PERSONS 
ON BOARD 

3 
BOAT MODEL 

Trutrac li 
ENGINE (check one) 
1 n Outboard 
2 D Inboard-Outdrive 
3 1 ^ Inboard gasoline 
4 D Inboard diesel 
5 D Water Jet 
6 n None 
7 D Other (Specify) 

stType 

Sill 

OPERATOR'S EXPERIENCE 
(check one from each type) 

This Type of Boat Other Types of Boats 
1 • Under 20 hours 1 D Under 20 hours 
2 ^ 2 0 to 100 hours. 2 O 20 to 100 hours 
3 D 100 to 500 hours 3 S 100 to 500 hours 
4 S Over 500 hours 4 D Over 500 hours 
5 • Unknown 5 D Unknown 
OPERATOR'S FORMAL INSTRUCTION IN 
BOATING SAFETY (Check All that Apply) 
1 n State 

Permit Nu 
5 S None 

mber 6 D Unknown 
2 D USCG Auxiliary 7 Q Other (Specify) 
3 D U.S. Power Squadrons 
4 D American Red Cross 

MFG HULL IDENTIRCATION NO. 
nNA1664J889 

BOAT DATA (Propulsion) 

Numtier of Enalnes one 

Make of Enaine(s) Ford 351 

Horsepower (total) 

Year Built (Engine) 
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 

Yes No NA 
E D n Were approved fire 

extlnguishecs used 
(Check Yes or No only 
if there was a fire) 

unknown 

1993 

BOAT NAME 
N/A 

BOAT DATA (Construction) 

Length 21 Feet 

0 Inches 

Year Built 1993 
(Boat) 

LIGHTS (Answer All Questions) 

Yes No NA 
D n S Was boat equipped with required 

lights (If operating after sunset) 
D D B Were lights used 

(If operating after sunset) 

CM 

<£. 
CD 

Z3 
Z 
1 -

o a: 
UJ 

1 

OPERATOR (Last, First Middle) 

ADDRESS: 

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE: 
TELEPHONE; HOME WORK 

OWNER; (Us t First Mkldle) 

ADDRESS; 

CITY; STATE: ZIP CODE: 
TELEPHONE: HOME WORK 
BOAT NUMBER (State & Numtier) 

TYPE OF BOAT (Check One) 
1 n Open MotoAoat 9 D Other 
2 D Cabin Motorboat 
3 n Auxiliary Sail 
4 D Sail (Only) 
5 • Rowboat (non-motorized) 
6 D Canoe 
7 D Personal Watercraft Get ski) 
8 D Pontoon 

PERSONAL FLOTATION DEV1( 
{/Answer All Questions) 

Yes No 
n n Was boat adequately equipp 

CG Approved Lifesaving 0 
D n Were PFD's Accessible 
l~l n W(»m PPD'R 1 IsnH 

. 

BOAT MAKE 

HULL MATERIAL 
1 n Aluminum 
2 D Fiberglass 

(plastic) 
3 a Wood 
4 D Steel 
5 D Rubber (Vinyl) 
6 D Other (Specify) 

:)ES If Worn, Wh; 

ed with D 1 D II C 
evices 

D I V QV 

OPERATOR'S DATE 
OF BIRTH 

OPERATOR'S AGE 

WAS BOAT RENTED 

D YES D NO 

NO. OF PERSONS 
ON BOARD 

BOAT MODEL 

ENGINE (check one) 
1 D Outboard 
2 D Inboard-Outdrive 
3 D Inboard gasoline 
4 • Inboard diesel 
5 D Water Jet 
e n None 
7 D Other (Specify) 

JtType 

] l l l 

f 

Yes tl 
D [ 

•IRE EXTI 

to NA 
: D Wc 

extir 
(Chf 
if thf 

OPERATOR'S EXPERIENCE 
(check one from eac^ type) 

This Type of Boat Ott)er Types of Boats 
1 D Under 20 hours 1 Q Under 20 hours 
2 0 20 to 100 hours 2 D 20 to 100 hours 
3 0 100 to 500 hours 3 D 100 to 500 hours 
4 D Over 500 hours 4 D Over 500 hours 
5 • Unknown 5 D Unknown 
OPERATOR'S F 
BOATING SAFE 
1 n State 

Permit Nu 

•ORMAL INSTRUCTION IN 
rTY (Check /Ml that Apply) 

5 D None 
mber 6 Fl Unknown 

2 D USCG Auxiliary 7 Q Other (Specify) 
3 D U.S. Power Squadrons 
4 D Amarican Red Cross 

MFG HULL IDENTIFICATION NO. 

BOAT DATA (Prop 

Number of Engines 

Make of Engine(s) 

Horsepower (total) 

Year Built (Engine) 
NGUISHERS 

sre approved fire 
iguJshers used 
jck Yes or No only 
n.rf̂  w a n a 1irf\\ 

ulsion) 

LIGHTS 

Yes No NA 
D n D WE 

light 
D D D Wc 

nf 

BOAT NAME 

BOAT DATA (Constnjction) 

Lenath Feet 

Inches 

Year Built 
(Boat) 

(Answer All Questions) 

IS boat equipped with required 
s (If operating after sunset) 
;re lights used 
nnf^rat i iv i a f tpr iciin.cnt^ 



OPERATON AT TIME OF ACCIDENT 
(Check all that apply for each Watemrafl) 

1 2 
•j O • Fishing 
2 n n Cruising 
3 D D Anchored 
4 D D Drifting 
5 • D Approaching or Leaving Dock 
e n DTiedtoIJock 
7 0 O On Boat Lift 
8 0 D Fueling 
9 B D Water Sports (Skiing etc.) 
10D D Towing a Boat 
1 l O D Being Towed by Another Boat 
12D O Racing 
13D D Hunting 
1 4 0 n Scuba Diving or Swimming 
15D D Other (Specify) 

PRIMARY CAUSE OF ACCIDENT 
(Check one Only) 

1 O Falls Overtward 9 D Collision with 
2 D Capsizing fixed object 
3 D iSrounding l O Q Collision wKh 
4 D Flooding floating object 
5 D Sinking 1 1 0 Falls In Boat 
6 n Fire or Explosion 1 2 D Hit by boat 

(Fuel) Propeller 
7 n Fire or Exploston 13 S Other 

(Other than fuel) Fell off kite 
8 D Coflislon with watercrafl 

WHAT IN YOUR OPINION CAUSED THE ACCIDENT 
(Check Al l That Apply) 

1 O Weather Conditions 
2 D Excess'ive Speed 
3 O No Proper Lookout 
4 O Overloading 
5 D Alcohol / Drug Use 

WATER CONDITIONS 
1 13 Calm (Waves less than 6") 
2 D Choppy (Waves 6" to 2') 
3 O Rough (Waves 2' to 6') 
4 D Very Rough (Greater than 6") 
5 O Strong Current 

6 D Improper (Loading) 
7 D Hazardous Waters 
8 D Fault of Equipment 
9 H Olher (Specjify) 

Hazardous water toy 
Temperatures 

Air85°F 

Water 70 °F 

OPERATORS CONDITION 
(Check for each operator) 

1 2 
1 O D Had Been Drinking 
2 D O Had not tieen drinking 
3 D D Unknown 
4 0 O Other 
1) 0. BAC 2) 0. BAC 

WIND 
1 O None 
2 D Light (0 to 6 mph) 
3 H Moderate (7 to 14 mph) 
4DSUong(16to25mph) 
5 D Stonn (Over 25 mph) 

WEATHER 
(Check One Only) 
1 S Clear 
2 O Cloudy 
3 0 F o g 
4 0 Rain 
5 0 Snow 
6 D 

VISIBILITY 
DAY NIGHT 
1 E Good O 1 
2 0 Fair D 2 
3 0 Poor 0 3 

DESCRIBE WHAT HAPPENED 
(Sequence of evanls. Include failure of equipment. Ifdiaaram is needed dtach separately. ContKiue on additional sheets if necessary. 
Include any information regarding ttie Involvement of alcohol and / or drugs In causing or contritiuting to ttie accident. Include any 
descriptive infwmation at>out ttie use of PFD's.) 
This boat was puiBng a Kite Tube. While pulling tiie kite the operator of ttie boat notned that It was getting too 
high, so he skiwed the boat. Witnesses estimated the kfte tube was approximately 15 feet above the water. 
When the boat slowed the kite tube dove into the water. The victim was seen floating face down in the water. 
The witness jumped in, turned him over, and lifted him into the boat. The victim was unconscious for an 
estimated 30 seconds. The victim refused transport by the ambulance, however was later taken to the 
emergency room by his wife. He learned that he had a perforated ear drum. The vicrtim was virearing a PFD. 

to" 

S 
1 -o 
"> 

O Deceased ^ Injured 
NAME (Last, First Middle) 
Eckhoff, Kevin Jerome 
ADDRESS; 
2834 Co Rd 40 NE 
CITY: New London STATE; MN ZIP CODE: 56273 
O Deceased D Injured 
NAME (Last, First MkkJle) 

ADDRESS: 

CITY: STATE: ZIPCODE; 

DATE OF BIRTH 
10-02-65 

LOCATION WHERE VICTIM WAS FOUND 
same as accident 

DATE AND TIME OF RECOVERY 
7/4/2006 4:45 DAM H PM 

MEDICAL TREATMENT 
H Yes H No 

S NATURE OF INJURY knocked unconscious and perforated 
O DEATH CAUSED BY ear drum. 
DATE OF BIRTH LOCATION WHERE VICTIM WAS FOUND 

DATE AND TIME OF RECOVERY 
DAM D P M 

MEDICAL TREATMENT 
O Yes D No I 

D NATURE OF INJURY 
O DEATH CAUSEI 3 BY 

WAS VICTIM (Check that Apply) 
1 D Swimmer 
2 D Non-Swimmer 
3 ( a Wearing a PFD 
4 D Not Wearing a PFD 
5 O Unknown 
WAS VICTIM (Check that Apply) 
1 O Svrt'mmer 
2 D Non-Swimpfier 
3 n Wearing a PFD 
4 D Not Wearing a PFD 
5 O Unknown 

IU 
O 

< 
Q 

ESTIMATE OF DAMAGE 

Watercraft 1 $ 0 
Watercraft 2 $ 
Other Prooertv $ 

Total $ 0 

DESCRIPTION OF DAMAGE 
0 

OTHER PROPERTY OWNER 
NAME (Last, First Mkldle) 

ADDRESS; 

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE; 

CO 
Ui 
(O 
( 0 
I I I 

i -

5 

WITNESS 1 
NAME (Last, First Middle) 
Redmond. Bradlev Dan^l 
ADDRESS: 
71RNW8'^St 
CITY: Willmar STATE: MN ZIP CODE: 56201 
TELEPHONE: HOME WORK 
LOCATION AT TIME OF ACCIDENT 
in t t ^ boat that was puffing the kite tube. 

WITNESS 2 
NAME (Last, First Middle) 

ADDRESS; 

CITY; STATE; ZIPCODE; 
TELEPHONE; HOME WORK 
LOCATION AT TIME OF ACCIDEhfT 

Z 
U 
O 
o 

REPORTED BY 
NAME (Last. First Middle) 
Neumann, Todd Garv 
ADDRESS: 
2201 23"̂  St NE 
CITY: Willmar STATE: MN ZIP CODE: 56201 
TELEPHONE; HOME WORK 320-214-6700 

DEPARTMENT RECEIVED BY 
Kandiyohi County Sheriffs 

Offk» 

DATE AND TIME RECEIVED 
7/4/2006 4:48 DAM 13 
PM 

DATE SUBMITTED 

ACTIONS TAKEN BY INVESTIGATOR 
Gathered infomiation and completed watercrafl accident report. Advised operators about 
infromatkin received atKHit other accklents and safety concems. 

ARRESTS OR WARNINGS (Last, First Middle) Statute Number Ticket Number 
N/VME: # # . 
NAME: # # 

INVESTIGATORS SIGNATURE 

NAME OF REVIEWING OFFICE 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

DATE RECEIVED REVIEWED BY 

Reports should be fonwarded to; BOAT AND WATER SAFETY, MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES , 500 LAYFAYETTE RD, 
ST PAUL, MN 55155^046 ) 

060710HBB2674 
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Contact List 

Kandiyohi County Sheriffs Department 
Todd Newman 
Wilmar, MN 
320-214-6700 

Brad Redmond 
Brother-in-law 
Wilmar, MN 
320-231-0964 

Kevin Eckhoff 
Victim 
New London, MN 
320-354-0022 
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stale Use Qniy . ^ S X STATE OF MINNESOTA 
WATERCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORT 

County Complaint No. 

0W193S6 
This form must be submitted whenever, a v/atercraff accident results In: 

1. Loss ot Life 2. Injury beyond First Aid, i 3. Property Damaae of S2000 or more. 
PLEASe TYPE OR PRINT. COMPLETE ALL BlOCKSl{IND!CAT£ THOSE NOT APPLICABLE BY "NA") 

DATEOFACCIDEMT 
7«?30CiF--" - " ^ 

TIME 

JiBi.OMHEM-
«AME OF 80D¥ OF WAl ER 

LOCATION WHERE VICTIM WAS FOUND (Give location Predsety) 
ftlVV ;x)r"i]et.-a!x!ul. 3C|0.yait îroirt¥lyiCK^Q"&l<ftdcpfaSg l̂5^1@^ 

NEAREST TOWN/CITY 

T B ' l A X c 'a'CTliVER iniPONO/OiTCH"" 
4 D OTHER (Specrfy) V S ^ i 

coui*rrY 
J^giyotS. 

pPERATOR'SOATE 
OF BIRTH 

OPERATOR (Last, FIrsi hfiiaate) 
Rcdm'&nd, Brta^i s fek 
ADDRESS: 

CITY; Wilrnai STATE-MN ZIPCODE 5iS20l 
TELEPHOiNE: HOME 92023405^' WORK i^SS'2 

OWNHR: (Last, firs» Middle) 
f'ii^fHorict, Orebory Jarines 
ADDRESS. 

l iMa^SLlE' 
CITY. Willmar STATE: 
TELEPHONE. HOME .' 

j M ZIP CODE. ^ ^ 

OPeRATOR'SAGE 

WAS BOAT RENTED 

I-
c YES i a NO 
NO. OF PERSONS 
ON BOARD 

OPERATOR'S EXPERIENCE 
(check 0*18 from each type) 

Thh Type of Boa! 
1 D Ui^er 20 hoyrs 
2 D 20 to 1O0 hoyrs 
.aniOOtoSOOhoufs 
4 ® Over 500 hotsrs 
5 D Unknov/n 

Otner Types of Boats 
1 O Under 20 h o i « 
2 0 2 0 to 100 hours 
3 S ia> Is SM hmm 
4 n Over 503 hours 
5 D Unk/10'.-wi 

OPERATOR'S FORMAL INSTRUCTION m 
BOATI NG SAFETY (Ciisdc All that Apply) 
1 D State t ^ a a 5 S None 

Remli Humiim . 6 D Un kncr-im 
2 D USCG AlHtifiary 7 ' D Ottier (S{»Ei%r) 
3 Q U.S. Pcwac Scjuadrorw ^ ^ S 
4 D AfnericanRea Cross 

BOAT NUMBER (Stale & Numijer) 
t>4Wa-fSr7.teB 

BOAT MAKE 
SB ' 

BOAT MODEL , MFG HULL lOENTdFICATlON NO. 30AT NA^«E 

TYPE OF BOAT (Crteck Ons) 
1 0 Open Motcsrboat 9 D Other 
2 a Cabin t*A>tort»at § ^ S 
3 D AuxiBafy Sal! 
4 O Sal (Only) 
5 D Bcw*oat (non-flwsorizstl') 
6 D Canos 
7 D Persewai Waturcraft (|ei ski) 
6 D Pontoon 

MULL OAATE RIAL 
1 D Aluminom 
2 IS Fiberglass 

(piastJe) 
3 D Wood 
4 n Stee? 
5 O Rubber (Vmyl) 
6 D Olher (Specffj') 

ENGINE (check one) 
1 D Oultjoard | 
2 D tntJoarC-OtfUSrive 
3 H lnt»ar^ gaMlw* 
4 D Iri'tKarcl diesel ' 
5 a Water Jet 1 
6 D f>tone I 
7D0ther{Spea^) 

BOAT DATA (Propulsion) 

fihjmbor of Engines ^ 

Mate of Er^inafs) ; 

Hcsfsepovk'er (total) t ^ f ^ a g 

Year Buili (Engine) ^ W 

BOAT DATA (Conslruciten) 

Lcsngm ' S Feet 

0* Inches 

Year Built W M 
(Boat) : 

PERSONAL FLOTATION OEVIces ' If Wocn, What Type 
[Ansv^et All Oueslkins) 

Yes No 
EJ D Was boat 3<!e<?ualely equipped v îJh O l O i l E l ill 

CG .Approved Ufesawf l Oevlces 
B a W e » P.PD-S Acc»s^ ie D W O V 
^ OWBfa PFD's Usecil 

f IRE EXTINGUISHERS 
I 

Yes Moj HA 
S D 1 n Were approved fire 

I CJtrtrtgulshefs vseiS 
jCheck Yes oc Ncj only 
if iheg.was a ftre I 

LIGHTS (Ansv/er All Questions) 

Yes No NA 
D O S Was boat eciU5(>ped with i&!$sin<i 

.lights (If operating after sunset) 
Q D S Vtfere fights used 

,(H operating after synael) 

OPERATOR (Lasl,_ First MMdle} 

ADDRESS 

CITY: t . - - : STATE; B- ZIP CODE: S ^ 
TELEPHONE; M O M E ' B I - A S WORK M ^ 

OWNER; (Lgsc f i rst Madle) 
L.«>„..;w-..:..,sigv. 
ADDRESS-

CnY:-r-5ig STATE S'. ZIP CODE ' . S ^ 
s- WORK '-,2 

BOAT Nlffv'BE''^ (Slate & NumtjG') 

OPERATOR'S DATE 
OF BIRTH 

OPERATOR'SAGE 

WAS SOA-I- RENTED 

(BYES . Q N O 

NO. OF PERSONS 
ON 60ARD 

OPERATORS EXPERIENCE 
(check one frcm eacH type) 

This Type ot Boat 
1 D Under 20 tic»jrs 
2 O 20 to ICO hours 
a n lOotosooNsufs 
4 O Over SOS Hours 
5 D Unl<nown 

Other Types Of Boats 
t D Unaer 20 hcum 
2 O 20 to 1 CO hoyrs 
a Q l O a t o S M h c n j r s 
4 n Ovsr seo heurs 
5 D Unknown • 

MFG HULL IDKNTIRCATION NO. 

OPERATOR'S FORMAL INSTRUCTION «N 
OOATI INO SAF6TY {Ci-iack /Ul Oiol AppSy) 
1 D Slate f g i S S D Hone 

PcfiTW NVmiwr 6 O Ur*f«owri 
2 D USCG A iMUiy 7 D Olher (Specify) 
3 0 U . S . PCAWSQuadfCf lS.^^^: • 
4 O /̂ mericarv Red Cfoss 

TYPE OP BOAT (Cnock One) 
1 • Open MotoifDoat 9 D Other 
2 P Cabin J.loiorboat 
3 D AiMiliaty Sail 
4 0 Satt(0,nSy) 
,5 D Rtsv^oat <r50f>-nio10iriieri) 
6 Q Garise 
7 O Peraonal Watecraft (JBt sW) 
8 D Poftiooo . : 

BOAT f.tAKE 

HULL MATERIAL 
1 D/yuminum 
2 D Fibe/alass 

(olastlc) 
3 D W o c d 
4 . n Ste^ 
5 D Rubber (Vinyl) 
6 a Olfter (Spcscify) 

aOAT NODEL 

ElvJGINE (check one) 
1 D Outlxtard I 
2 D Inboard-OutcSfWe 
3 O Iriboard gasoRne 
4 O !nbo3«J dtesel 
5 D Water Jet j 
6 QNone j 
7 n OlhiBf |Sp«csfy) 

BOAT OATA (PfcpulsJon) 

hhimhmoi Entfnss ^ S S 

Make of £n^ne[£) i ^ ^ " 

Horsepov<«r (total) " S ^ i s 

Yearaufli^(en.aine) ^ 1 ; ^ 

SOATtJAlVSt 

BOAT DATA (Construction) 

length _ _ _ _ Feet 

_ _ _ _ Incttes 

Year Bull ^ ^ " ^ 1 
(Sas'i) 

PEREOfXAL PLOTATIOW OBViOCS If V/t^m, (.VKul Typo 
lAnswerAll OaBsHons) 

Yes No 
D Q Was best adequateiy equipped with D ' O H O Ul 

CG Approved Ufesaving Devices 
D O Were PFD's Acceas&Se O 'V D V 
O O Vfere PFO's Used 

r iRB exTiNOUiSHens 

Yes No HA 
• • j D Were approved fire 

I extingytshers used 
I (Check Yes Of No.csrty 

• ' if there was a fire) 

UortTS t«n3.'«w*r At) auosBoHs) 

Yes No MA 
O D D Was bQal equipped wiih required 

Kghts y{ operalsng after sunset} 
D D Q Were lights used" 

(It cyeraling ^ter sunagt) 

Page 1 



Jul 7 2005 Id:31 P. 02 I 

OP€RATON AT TIME OF ACCIDENT 
(Check » l that apply tor each Watercrafi) 

1 2 
1 D D Fishing 
2 D O cruising 
3 D 0 Anchored 
A O DOrifSing. 
5 • O Approaching or Lea^-ing Doc* 
s O n Tied to Do t * 
7 0 D o n Boat Lift 

8 0 DFueSiig 
9 S D Water Spo,ns (SKMr̂ g etc.; 
lOO D Toiving a Boat 
1 l D D Being Towed by Ariofter Boat 
i z O • Racfns 
1 3 0 a Hurttina 
14D O Scuba Omng or Swi.Tumlrtg 
t s O a Ott^T (Specify) iS l i iP 

PRIMARY CAUSE OF ACCIDENT 
(CnscM one OpJy} 

1 • Fete Overtioand 9 D Os^iisiom with 
2 • C85S«ihg fixied ot)je« 
aOGrcKjriding l O Q Collision with 
4 • Flooding floating otsj^ct 
5 • Sinking 1 i Q Falls in aoat 
6 • Fire or Explosion 12D Hit by baai 

(Fuel) PropBltef 
7 tz! Fire or Explosion 13 B OUh«r_ 

(Other than fuel) ^ m - $ M 
8 D Ck;ilision v/ith watercfaft 

WHAT IN YOUR OPlt^tON CAUSgO THE ACCIDEI^ 
(Check AH Thai Apply) 

t D Weather ContJiSons 
2 D Excessive Speed 
3 D No Prcpet lookout 
4 D Overfeadirig 
5 D Alcohol / Druji Use 

WATER COiNOmONS 
1 S ! Calm f/>faves less than S") 
2 D Cl50ppy (Waves 6 ' to 2") 
3 D Rough (vVaves 2' to 5') 
4 D Veiy Rough (Greatet than 6') 
5 D Sfrong Ccjrrent 

6 n j Improper (Loading) 
7 D Hazarttous Waters 
8 D Fault of Equipment 
9 H ptier { ^ c i f y ) 

m 
Tempera.tuTes 

A l r § ° F 

Water M -F 

OPERATORS CONDITiON 
(Check f&f each operator) 

1 2 . -
1 n D Mad Baen Ortnkl.ig 
2 D D Had not k e m drinking 
3 Q O Unknown 

4 0 D O I h e r ^ S 

WIND 
1 O Naie 
2 D U g h l { 0 t o e n n | # ( ) 
3 S ^toc!sr^!e (7 to 14 mph) 
4 n Siicng (16 to 25 iTtpri) 
5 p Sterm-^Ovfef 25 fnph| _ 

{ WEATHER 
(Check One Otiy) 
1 S Clear 
2 a Cloudy 
i Q F o g , 
i D Rai« 
5 D Sficw 

6 0 ' 
ViSiSlLlTY 

DAY NIGHT 
t E l Goof D ^ 
2 D Fair D 2 
3 D Rear 0 3 

DESCRIBE WHAT HAPPgNEO I 
{SeqtiCnso ot eveci'a .̂Tcfude tdtlute cf eouip ?itt*y I ' " nQta n n mytinid niinrli sa^nnt'cly. C^oriJiuu on 3sJd r̂ sngj s*vers ti nscesssy. 
Incfu<!8 3ny(r*"-rr5ticnrs,!;3/dtv; li^^ i'W3tsrf'Tienl o* a fohcl d(Xf ̂ ur Jiega mcj i- i i r g ui cprVntj tnglD 113 -sccacal .rtî liCtc arrj 

T H K DoS't viyS'^S?lfi5''a Krt6'TugS^7y>'hSe puTifirflhVttifl the ope.-arc/ ofthe beat roti;e<3 that it vjzs gGtt!r> '̂ tdS 
h i g B ^ l f e j ^ o & B E f ^ b M B B ^ l i s l i S ^ i r f e 3 a # l < i t e ' 4 & 6 e ^ 3 ^ ^ ^ f^S-Tgetahovsilhefera''" 

„ 5iK'-i——-—^-^ ••-- i —.» —.TVV3S seeTRoalir^g-face down in ihewatcf, 
Tl%^lhTi5lLnrhpeairv,1£m€'?fi^'o?ierTSif ITflp'n f^ b i i l fhe'wfBftTvfek'jndrSrs'cfbus for ah 
^ t i f a ^ ^ q ^ ^ ^ ^ f e l i l n i p j f " " " ' 
e ix^ ' t !M'<^' 'Sor^Jiw-4i^e m 

O Deceased B Injured 
NAME (Last. Fi-'st Micdte) 
Ec1th<?ff. K'e^S pfOTie 
ADDRESS, 

'sm'im^Kmim 
CITY: Ke'ii»?L^giii STATE: 

fZ iPCQDE:§6 i 

DATEOFBIRTH LOCATION WHERE VICTIM WAS FOUND 

DATE MJO TIME OF RECOVERY 
C3AM EJ PM 

a NATURE OFIWURY | 
D DEATH CAt^SED BY ^ 

MEDICAL TT?EATfv«ENT 
Yes EJNo 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ M " 

WAS V!C•^^S (Chock thalApplyj 
1 • Sv«mnier{ 
2 D Norv-Swirrinief 
3 IS vvearimg a P F D 
4 O Nol Wearing s.PFD 
5 D Unknown! 

D Oecsassd • Injwed 
«AME (Last, First M i * leJ 

AOORESS 

C I T Y : '•*;!?'-• STATE: l l ZIP CODE: fi's^sag 

DATEOFBIRTH LOCATION WHERE VICTIM WAS FOUIMO 

DATE ANO TIME OF RECOVERY 
^ S - ^ i ^ ' CLIAM D P M 

O N A T U R E OF INJURY ^ f *'=̂ -. 
D DEATH CAUSet; BY F j f ' r 

f.4ED!CAL TREAT^tENT 
O yes O No 

WAS VICTIM (Cteclt t m Apply} 
1 0 S*vtnmerj 
2 O Nof>-Swimmef. 
3 D Wearing a PFD 
4 D WoSVVaarjngaPFO 
5 D Ursknownj 

0 

< 
*t' 
t i 

ESTIMATE OF DAMAGE 

Wsteicraft 1 S i 
WatercrattZ %'x-McSw 
Oth« Prooertv S fcSC*? ' 

Total $ g 

i 
OESCRIPTION OF DAMAGE 

g i 

• | 

i 

OTHER PROPERTY OWNER 
NAME (LasL Firsl m u m ) i 
B g g a _ g ^ f | ! ^ l r r T 1 
AOORESS; . • ; 
mmi I 
CITY: ¥ m m STATE: J" ZIP CODE: 1 $ : ^ ^ 

WITNESS 1 
t^AtnlE (Last, First tv^Wdle) 
Ri^mSna, EfgaSS §aSH 
ADDRESS: 
m^Mls^M -. • 
CITY; m & i STATE: 1 ^ ZIP CO DE; 
TELEPHONE: H O V I E g ^ S WORK 

jWITN£SS2 
J H ^ Z (Last, F^s! m<it(to) 

I AOORESS; 

i CITY: ^ ^ STATB B ^ I P CODE: i 
iTELEPHONg; HOMESJiJi i ^ y'fflK iSs3gj_ 

LOCATION AT TIME OF ACCIDENT LOCATION AT TIME OF ACCIDENT 

REPORTED BY 
NAfiilE (Last. First Middle) 

ADDRESS; 

CITY; Wiamar STATE; I 
TELEPHO^'e;.HOMS* 

[ZIPCODE: 
WORK 31 

DEPARTMENT RECEIVED 3Y DATE AND TIME RECEIVED 
g f g g g g ^ , D A M E 
PM 

ACTlOi>lS TAKEN BY INVESTIGATOR 

mUsrilioMeS 

DATE SUBMITTED 

ARRSSTS OR WARNINGS (Last. First imdte) 
<HmE:'BimtW^^-'^'^'^ 

Statute Numt>er \ Ticl<et Numser TlNVESTIGATOR-S SIGNATURE 

.c:sssi pi!SSg' WAMF'."^^'i^S; tfi:̂ Z2Xv'̂ ^^ .̂V-.,. _^M 
NAME OF REVIEWING OFFICE 
; Minnesota Deparlment of Natural Resources 

DATE RECEIVED REVIEWED BY 

Repoits should be for/rarded to: SCAT AND WATER SAFETY, MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES . SOO LAYFAYETTE RO, 
STPAUL, 5.W 551SS-4Q46 ' 
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The preceding form did not scan well and the nan-ative on page two in response to 
"Describe What Happened" is difficult to read because ofthe dark background. Here is a 
transcription of that narrative: 

This boat was pulling a Kite Tube. While pulling the kite the operator ofthe boat noticed 
that it was getting too high, so he slowed the boat. Witnesses estimated the kite tube was 
approximately 15 feet above the water. When the boat slowed the kite tube dove into the 
water. The victim was seen floating face down in the water. The witness jumped in, 
tumed him over, and lifted him into the boat. The victim was unconscious for an 
estimated 30 seconds. The victim refused transport by the ambulance, however was later 
taken to the emergency room by his wife. He leamed that he had a perforated ear drum. 
The victim was wearing a PFD. 
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DuluthNew^Tribuneoxf} 

Posted on Thu, Jul. 20, 2006 

Kite tube is recalled; Minnesotans among the injured 

Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS - A Nebraska company voluntarily recalleci 19,000 inflatable kite tubes that go airborne when towed by 
a boat after two people were killed and several riders were injured, including at least five Minnesotans. 

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission asked consumers to stop using kite tubes, which*are sold for $500 to 
$600 by Sportsstuff Inc. The recall covers all the kite tubes sold by the company, the commission said. 

A Milwaukee man died while using the kite in northern Wisconsin on Little St. Germain Lake in Vilas County and two 
other deaths occurred in Texas and southwestern Ontario. 

The recall was announced last week after 39 national accident reports detailed riders suffered injuries such as a broken 
neck, punctured lung, cracked ribs, a concussion and other chest, back and facial injuries. 

"We don't know what caused the accidents," said Michael Beckelman, a company attorney, adding that the company is 
cooperating with the investigation to find out what action is necessary. 

Although it's not clear how many were sold In Minnesota, 19-year-old Travis Kladivo of Tower was one of the 
Minnesotans injured, suffering a ruptured aorta and two collapsed lungs. 

Kladivo had ridden the kite tube many times before and knew the danger of trusting his body to the 10-foot-wide device 
being pulled by a boat traveling up to 30 miles per hour. 

"The feeling you get on a tube kite Is like flying in a saucer," Kladivo said. "It's insane and that's when it's under control." 

When he was hurt, Kladivo was 10 to 15 feet in the air when a gust of wind swept beneath his kite tube, shaking the 
inflated saucer, lifting it another 10 feet Into the air. 

"You're flying blind," Kladivo said. "There's no way to control it. And this t ime, I went one way and the tube went the 
other." 

The sound of Kladivo crashing against the water on June 19 was louder than a rifle shot, said Randy Kladivo, Travis' 
father. 

Kladivo, a junior at Bemidji State University, was told it took four units of blood to keep him alive while being 
transported from St. Cloud Hospital to Hennepin County Medical Center. 

Surgeons told his family that his heart might've stopped momentarily when he hit the water, long enough for a clot to 
slow the flow of blood through the ruptured aorta. 

Another rider, 40-year-old Kevin Eckhoff from New London was knocked out after being slammed from 15 feet in the air 
into the water. 

"It happened so fast," he said. "There was no way I could get off." 

Eckhoff suffered a perforated eardrum and a separated shoulder. He said soreness in his neck still keeps him from 
turning his head. 

"I've done extreme stuff before but I knew right away that this is dangerous," he said. 

http://www,duluthsuperior.com/mld/duluthsuperior/news/politics/15083955.htm?template... 7/24/2006 

http://www,duluthsuperior.com/mld/duluthsuperior/news/politics/15083955.htm?template
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Information from: Star Tribune, http://www,startn'bune.com 
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http://www.duluthsuperior.coTTi/mld/duluthsuperior/news/politics/l 5083955.htm ?template... 7/24/2006 

http://www,startn'bune.com
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1. Task Number 

060711HBB2676 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accicient 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 30 

2. Investigator's ID 

9067 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 13 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 20-year-old male was riding on a tube kite, being pulled by a boat on a lake. The boat was traveling approximately 
35 mph. The rider was approximately 25 feet in the air when the tube kite turned sideways. The tube kite went out of 
control, flipped, and dove back down to the water. The rider was thrown, landing on the tube. The victim bruised his 
chest and lungs. The weather was cloudy but calm at the time of the incident. 

YES_iiM) COMMENTS: 
.OVERRULED; fifmCHED 

EXCISIQNS/FOlAExs. 
Revlskms 

(2^ikhn 
7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

8. City 

BATTLE LAKE 

9. State 

MN 

10A. First Product 
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 
WEGO KITE TUBE 

10C. Model Number 
UNKNOWN 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E Circle, SuiteA 
Omaha, NE 68137 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

l i e . Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
20 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

14. Disposition 
1 - Injured, not Hosp. 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
62 - Intern. Org. Inj. 

16.BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

31 -UPPER TRUNK 

17. Respondent 

2 - Eyewitness 

18. Type of Investigation 

2 - Telephone 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

8 / 0 

20. Attachment(s) 
1 - Photographs 

21. Case Source 
13 - Other Case Source 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes # No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
08/25/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
8929 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 
Topka, Tanya L. 

28. Source Document Number 
X0670096A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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On June 30, 2006, a 20-year-old St. Paul, MN male was 
riding on a tube kite that was being pulled behind a power 
boat on a lake near Battle Lake, MN. The tube kite had 
been used approximately five to six times prior by other 
indiviciuals. At an earlier time, a 16-year-old male had 
been using the tube kite when he was tossed up into.the air 
approximately 30 feet. The rider landed back onto the tzube 
without injury. 

At around 8:20 p.m., the 20-year-old male, who was 
approximately 71 inches tall and weighed 170 pounds, was 
riding the tube kite. The individual was wearing. a life 
jacket and had not been consuming alcohol. The air 
temperature was 90 degrees with no wind. It was cloudy 
with good visibility. 

The 20-year-old male proceeded to ride the' tube kite up 
into the air, approximately twenty to twenty-five feet off 
of the water. The boat was traveling approximately 3 5 
miles per hour on a calm lake. 

While in the air, the tube kite turned unexpectedly to the 
side in a perpendicular fashion. It tipped quickly and the 
tube shot down to the water. The rider lost control of the 
tube and fell, landing on top of the tube. The boat slowed 
down and stopped. 

As the boat went back to the rider, he was found in the 
water by the tube. The victim was spitting up blood and in 
pain. Authorities were contacted. A call came into the 
Otter Tail County dispatch at 8:37 p.m. on June 30, 2006. 
The victim was pulled into the boat and transported to 
shore where he was taken to a local hospital. The victim 
was reported to have bruised his chest and lungs. The 
victim's current condition is unknown. 

This investigator initially spoke with the 39-year-old male 
driver of the boat by telephone on July 13, 2006. The 
individual e-mailed this investigator a photograph of the 
incident tube kite, which is contained in Exhibit A. The 
photograph shows a 16-year-old male being thrown up into 
the air. The rider, who landed back on top of the tube, 
was not injured. The driver of the boat stated that his 
brother owned the incident tube kite. 



IDI 060711HBB2676 -2-

The driver of the boat stated that this was the first day 
that he was towing the tube kite. The incident oGciirired on 
the third or fourth run. The driver stated that he. had 
extensive experience with other water sports that included 
pulling skiers and other inflatable equipment. , ':' 

According to the driver, the speed of the boat depended on 
the weight of the rider. The driver estimated that he was 
traveling between 30 and 35 miles per hour during the 
incident run. The driver thought that the rider was 
approximately 25 feet in the. air when the tube kitie; started 
to go out of control. The individual thought this was 
probably the maximum height that the rider had gone . on the 
t u b e . • .; . , • 

The driver stated that there is no way to communicate with 
the rider. According to the driver, you can't see through 
the plastic viewing area on the tube kite. The driver 
believed that the tow rope was in good condition and. was 
approximately 75 feet long. 

According to the driver, the rider can't control the tube 
kite. The tube tends to go from side to side, as well as 
up and down. Once the tube turned to the side . in [ a 
perpendicular fashion and went out of control, • there was 
nothing that he could do. The driver stated that he slowed 
down but the tube was still going up. The tube flipped and 
then the boat pulled it back down. According to the 
driver, there wasn't anything mechanically wrong with the 
tube kite prior to or after the incident. 

The driver of the boat stated that everyone involved with 
the tube kite watched the instructional video that was 
provided with the product prior to its use. 

On July 24, 2006, this investigator spoke with the owner of 
the boat and tube kite by telephone. The owner of the boat 
stated that he purchased the tube kite from a marine dealer 
in Battle Lake, MN. According to the consumer, he picked 
up the product after store hours as the tube kite had been 
set outside the retail store. The owner of the tube kite 
stated that he did not ask the sales staff from the retail 
store how to use the product. According to the consumer, 
an instructional DVD came with the product. The consumer 
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stated that he watched the DVD prior to the tube kite being 
used. 

According to the tube kite owner, the product was used 
approximately five to six times prior to the incident on 
June 30, 2006. The consumer stated that he was familiar 
with other towed inf latables. The owner of the tube kite 
stated that the product came with a 70 foot rope. 
According to the owner, he did not make any modifications 
or repairs to the tube kite prior to the incident. 

The boat owner stated that the incident occurred very fast. 
The tube kite shot straight up and then went straight down. 
The tube hit the water and then the rider landed hard on 
top of the tube kite. The boat owner called for medical 
assistance. According to the tube kite owner, he was not 
related to the victim. The consumer did not provide any 
contact information for the victim. 

The owner of the tube kite did not provide a purchase 
invoice for the product. In a telephone conversation with 
the product owner on July 24, 2006, he stated that the 
incident tube kite was being stored at a location near 
Battle Lake, MN. The owner was aware of the recall 
involving his tube kite and intended on returning it to the 
dealer. 

An incident report was filed with the Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources and is the source document for this 
investigation. 

PRODUCT INFORMATION; 

Tube K i t e 

Brand: Wego 10-foot Kite Tube 

Manufacturer: Sportsstuff, Inc. 
11213 E Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE, 68137 
Tel: 402-592-9085 
Fax: 402-592-1354 
Customer Service: 888-814-8833 
www.sportsstuff•com 
Made in China 

http://www.sportsstuff�com
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PRODUCT INFORMATION (CON^T): 

Retailer: Battle Lake Marine, Inc. : . . 
23394 State Highway 78 
Battle Lake, MN 56575 . 
(218) 864-8183 

Purchase Date: June 10, 2006 

Retail Price: $500 

The product consists of a ten-foot, circular, inflatable, 
tube kite that is red, black, and yellow in color., The 
cover of the tube kite bore a picture of a skull, -and 
crossbones. 

The cover of the tube kite contained, 

"KITE TUBE 
WEGO 
SPORTSSTUFF" 

Power Boat 

The boat that was pulling the tube kite was a 2005 
"Glastron" brand, fiberglass Runabout, 17-feet long, with a 
Volvo 225 HP engine. The hull identification number was 
#GLA463523405. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Exhibit A - Photograph 

Exhibit B - Contact information 
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Exhibit A-1 below shows the tube kite involved; in the. 
incident. 

1 . 1 ' • > » * 

} 

' ^ ^ -- J ' . 
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Exhibit B 

Contact Information 

Contact: 1/12/06 

Boat and Tiibê ,̂̂  Kite Owner. 

Contact: 7/24/06 

Victim 
No contact 



1. Task Number 
060711HCC2677 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 05 27 

2. Investigator's ID 

9067 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 12 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

An 18-year-old male was using a tube kite for the first time on a lake. The individual was riding on the tube, which was 
approximately 15 feet in the air. The tube was being pulled by a power boat traveling approximately 25 mph. The tube 
kite suddenly turned to the side and the rider was thrown into the water. The victim was taken to an area hospital 
where he was diagnosed with pulmonary contusion, a sprained right knee ligament, and hematuria. 

• gXCISlONSIFOlA EX8 « t 2 • 
, Rgylstons 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

8. City 

BALSAM LAKE 

9. State 

Wl 

IOA. First Product 
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

103. Trade/Brand Name 
WEGO KITE TUBE 

IOC. Model Number 
53-5000 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E Circle, SuiteA 
Omaha, NE 68137 

11A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

l i e . Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
18 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

14. Disposition 
1 - Injured, not Hosp. 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
62 - Intern. Org. Inj. 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

31 -UPPER TRUNK 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

1 - On-Site 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

1 4 / 2 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

21. Case Source 
07 - Consumer Complaint 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

OYes No ,̂ ~\ Verbal 

24. Review Date 
08/25/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
8929 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 
Topka, Tanya L. 

28. Source Document Number 
10670156A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 



IDI 060711HCC2677 

On the evening of May 27, 2006, an 18-year-old Excelsior, 
MN male was riding on a tube kite that was being pulled 
behind a power boat on a lake near Balsam Lake, WI. The 
tube kite had been used approximately eight times prior by 
other individuals over an approximate two hour period 
without incident. 

The 18-year-old male was riding the tube kite for the first 
time. The individual was wearing a full wet suit with a 
life jacket, but did not have gloves on. The 18-year-old 
male proceeded to ride the tube kite up into the air, 
averaging between fifteen and twenty feet off of the water. 
The boat was traveling approximately 25-26 miles per hour 
with light winds on the lake. 

The rider was in the air for around 45 seconds when the 
tube kite suddenly turned to the side. The rider was 
unable to hang on and was thrown from the tube kite. The 
individual hit the water with a great deal of force. When 
spotters in the boat saw the tube kite turn and throw the 
rider into the water, the boat operator immediately cut 
power and returned to the area where the rider went into 
the lake. 

As the boat pulled up to the victim, blood was visible 
coming from the 18-year-old's mouth and they realized that 
he was injured. The victim was pulled into the boat and 
transported to shore. The victim was removed from the boat 
and transported by ambulance to a hospital in St. Croix 
Falls, WI where he was seen in the emergency room. The 
victim was treated and released from the hospital at 12:22 
a.m. on May 28, 2006. The victim was diagnosed with 
pulmonary contusion as a result of chest trauma, a sprained 
right knee ligament, and hematuria. 

This investigator initially spoke with the complainant, who 
is the father of the victim, by telephone on July 12, 2006. 
An on-site visit was conducted at the consumer's residence 
on July 17, 2006. Photographs were taken of the incident 
product and are contained in Exhibit A. The information 
contained in this report was obtained from the complainant 
and his son, who were both interviewed by this investigator 
on July 17, 2006. The victim's mother assisted in the 
interview with her son as he is deaf. 
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The victim stated that he had never used a tube kite before 
and that this was the first time that he had been on the 
incident tube. In high school, the individual had 
participated in athletics and was in good physical health. 
The victim had extensive experience with water sports that 
included water skiing and the use of other equipment that 
was pulled behind a power boat. 

According to the rider, the direction and height of the 
tube kite was controlled by the boat speed, allowing for 
little or no control of the tube by the rider once 
airborne. The rider' believed that he went up a maximum of 
approximately twenty to twenty-five feet, which was his 
approximate height when he lost control of the tube kite. 
The rider stated that he could not see the boat unless the 
tube moved from side to side. 

The rider stated that the incident happened so fast that he-
was unable to notify the driver or those in the boat. The 
rider stated that when the incident occurred it felt as if 
the tube bent in on the side. When it popped open, he 
could not hang on and was shot immediately into the water. 
According to the rider, there wasn't anything mechanically 
wrong with the tube kite at the time of the incident. 

The victim's father stated that he was the owner of the 
tube kite, having ordered it at a boat show. The consumer 
stated the tube kite was shipped to him. The complainant 
did not ask the sales staff from the retail store where the 
product was actually received from or how to use the product 
According to the complainant, an instructional DVD came 
with the tube kite. The consumer stated that he and the 
driver of the boat watched the instructional DVD. The 
consumer also stated that he read the safety warnings that 
were on the product. 

According to the father, he was in the boat and saw the 
incident occur. The father stated that he was filming his 
son's ride on the tube kite with his cell phone. The 
complainant provided a copy of the video, which is 
contained in Exhibit B. The father stated that he too had 
used the tube kite but without incident. 

The complainant stated that the tube kite had been used 
about eight times prior to the incident. According to the 
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consumer, he was familiar with other towed inflatables. 
The father stated that he had attached the rope from the 
tube kite to the boat. The rope was stated to have been at 
its maximum 65 feet at the time of the incident. The 
complainant stated that his brother was driving the boat 
and was going approximately 25 miles per hour. The father 
stated that his son was up in the air a maximum of about 20 
feet and was around fifteen feet up when the incident 
occurred. 

According to the consumer, there is no way to communicate 
with the rider while in the boat or operator while on the 
tube kite. The father stated that the tube kite suddenly 
went out of control without warning and there was nothing 
that could be done. The complainant stated that the driver 
could not let off the throttle fast enough. According to 
the consumer, it was not windy at the time of the incident. 

The complainant ' stated that he did not make any 
modifications or repairs to the tube kite prior to the 
incident. The consumer did not provide any contact 
information for the owner/driver of the boat. 

At the time of the on-site visit, the complainant also 
provided a copy of his son's discharge instructions from 
the emergency room that can be found in Exhibit C. The 
consumer provided this investigator with information on the 
tube kite that he had obtained on-line along with tube kite 
height estimations that he had derived from product 
advertising. See Exhibit D for this information. 

The consumer also provided the e-mail notification that the 
retailer had sent to him detailing the recall of his tube 
kite. This information is contained in Exhibit E. The 
complainant had discussed the incident with the dealer from 
whom the product was purchased. The complainant did not 
provide this investigator with a copy of the purchase 
receipt for the tube kite. 

According to the consumer, he contacted the manufacturer 
about the incident on or about July 11, 2006 via their 1-
800 telephone number and requested a full refund. The 
consumer replied that he contacted the manufacturer again 
on July 14, 2006. According to the complainant, the 
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company would not give him his money back, stating that the 
product is fine and there is no issue with it. 

PRODUCT INFORMATION: 

Tube K i t e 

Brand: 

Model: 

Wego 10-foot Kite Tube 

53-5000 

UPC; 0 29808 00518 0 

Manufacturer: Sportsstuff, Inc. 
11213 E Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE, 68137 
Tel: 402-592-9085 
Fax: 402-592-1354 
Customer Service: 888-814-8833 
www.sportsstuff.com 
Made in China 

Retailer: 

Purchase Date: 

Retail Price: 

Premier Pool and Spa Inc. 
204 North Chestnut Street 
Highway 41 
Chaska, MN 55318 

January 2006 

$599 with $100 credit 
on additional product 

The product consists of a ten-foot, circular, inflatable, 
tube kite that is red, black, and yellow in color. The 
product contained "53-5000" imprinted near its valve. The 
cover of the tube kite bore a picture of a skull and 
crossbones. 

The cover of the tube kite contained. 

^KITE TUBE 
WEGO 
SOLO 
SPORTSSTUFF 
NEVER KITE HIGHER THAN YOU'RE WILLING TO FALL! 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
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Power Boat 

The boat that was pulling the tube kite was described as a 
"Master Craft" brand, twenty and one-half foot long, "Pro 
Star 205" model with a 285 HP engine. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Exhibit A - Photographs 

Exhibit B - CD containing video of incident 
(SSPX0006 Fall From WEGO) and 
additional video of tube kite in use 

Exhibit C - Victim' s medical records 

Exhibit D - Product information provided by complainant 
along with complainant's notes estimating 
height of tube in advertisement 

Exhibit E - E-mail from retailer to consumer 
regarding recall 

Exhibit F - Authorization for Release of Name Form 
(Do Not Release) 

Exhibit G - Contact information 
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Exhibit A-1 below shows the top of the tube kite involved 
in the incident. 
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Exhibit A-2 below shows the bottom of the tube kite with 
its rope connected to it. 

^ I X ' •7,rt^-.. m.m 
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Exhibit A-3 below shows the product's model number located 
near the valve on the tube. 

:^272A-
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Exhibit A-4 below shows the "SPORTSSTUFF" logo and "NEVER 
KITE HIGHER THAN YOU'RE WILLING TO FALL!" on the product. 
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Exhibit A-5 below shows the skull and crossbones depiction 
on the bottom of the tube kite. 
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Exhibit A-6 below shows the viewing area on the tube kite. 
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Exhibit A-7 below shows handles and the point of attachment 
for the leash on the tube kite. 

^ 
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Exhibit A-8 below shows a 
the product. 

^KITE TUBE USER" warning label on 
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Exhibit A-9 below shows waterskiing hand signals on the 
product. 
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Exhibit A-10 below shows a warning label on the product, 
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Exhibit A-11 below shows a "KITE TUBE RIDER" warning label 
on the product. 
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Exhibit A-12 below shows a 

label on the product. 
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Exhibit A-13 below shows "ITEM NO,:53-5000' 
of the warning labels. 
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Exhibit A-14 below shows the retail box for the incident 
tube kite. 
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Exhibit A-15 below shows another side of the retail box for 
the incident tube kite. 
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Exhibit A-16 below shows manufacturer information listed on 
the retail packaging. 

— " 1 

SPORTSSTUFF, INC-
11213 E Circle, Su i teA 
Omalia, NE 68137 USA 
Tel: 402.592.9085 
Fax: 402.592.1354 
MADE IN CHINA 
Customer Service: 
888.814.8833 
Internet Address: 
nttp;/^vww.sporlssti i ff.eom 
^-mail : customercare@sports 

^ ^ h ^ Sportsstuff, Inc. warrants, to m ^ m s ^ i 
w ^ t h a ^ t h e l r high performance products iwhe f t s fe f ' ^ 
recreational purposes ana free frt>indefB*SlS lfl r"^^**' 
w^^wianship for a peilpd ofirilrWi^ij^CpW^^^ 

• ^ 7 . 
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Exhibit A-17 below shows product information listed on the 
retail packaging. 
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Exhibit A-18 below shows warning information listed on the 
retail packaging. 
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I AWARNING A 
KITE T U B E U S E R 

R e l e a s e o f L iab i l i t y : 

By assembling and Inflating the Kite Tube, you agree 
that you have read and understand the entire 
Sportsstuff's product manual, including all Instructions 
and warnings contained In that material p r io r to using 
the Kite Tube. You additionally agree that you will ensure 
any addilional or subsequent users of the Kite Tube will 
read and understand the entire owners manual. Misuse 
or improper use of the Kite Tube could result in risks, 
dangers and hazards which may result in serious injury 
or death. The risks and darners that may tie encountered 
through the Improper use ofthe Kite Tube can be avoided 
by reading and following the waming guidelines listed 
within the owner's manual and by proper use o f the Kite 
Tube. Your assembly and use o f th i s pnsduct shall be 
evidence of your agreement, to ihe fullest extent 
permltled by law, to properly follow tha instructions and 
abide by the warnings set forth within the product 
manual. Your assembly and use of the Kite Tuba shalj^ 
also constitute a release, to the extent pennitted tiy laiw, 
by you and by any third party permitted by you to use, 
in any manner, the Kite Tube, to Sportsstuff from any 
and all liability for any loss, damage, Injuiy and/or -
expense that you or any user of the Kite Tube may suffer 
as a result o f the use of the Kite Tube. This release sh^ l 
extend to anv loss, damage, Injury or expense due to 
any cause whatsoever. Including negligence or breach 
of contract on the part ot Sportsstuff and/or ariy party- • 
participating in ths design and/or manufacture of U I B 
Kite Tube. The terms of this release shall be effecthw 
and binding upon you.'your heirs, next of kin, executors, 
administrators, assigns and representatives. Your 
assembly and use o f the Kite Tube shall constitute your 
agreement to assume and accept any or all known o r ' 
unknown nsks of Injury to you and/or to third parties 
through the usa of the KHo Tubs. Sportsstuff and related 
parties have not made and hereby expressly deny Any 
oral or written representation and/or wanranw, including 
SSK?J?^ for a particular purpose, other than what Is sot , 
forth herein and in the Sportsstuff's Kite Tube manual,. 

11P9)I5JS J, sportaaiufr. inc., 20IW ' 

" ^ ^ ^ « 8 ^ ^'«fe^ ' ' »>^ T^%^ 

^ ' • H ' : 

t r t .w^n iinr~:f:' 
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Exhibit A-19 below shows additional product information 
listed on the retail packaging. 
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Exhibit A-20 below shows product information listed on the 
retail packaging. 
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Exhibit B 

Due to the exhibit being a compact disk containing a video ofthe incident, the exhibit 
could not be scanned. 

The DVD is on file in tlie Clearinglnouse. 



EXHIBIT C: EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT DISCHARGE 
INSTRUCTIONS ARE RELEASED FOR CPSC USE ONLY 
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Iportsstuff Wego Kite lube - tree snipping; 
060711HCC2677 Exhibit D 

This is the WEGO KITE TUBE, this 
is the future. 

(B mminm 
mmm *rwtmmn turn 

Watch The Video Here 

Features and guidelines for use of the WEGO: 

Sportsstuffs guidelines for riders: Every rider must be at least 100 
lbs. to ride this tube, and no more than 200 lbs. 
When riding the WEGO, the boat driver must never exceed speeds 
of 25 m.p.h. 
Always start riding with the 45 foot rope included with this tube 
before trying a longer rope, do not use a longer rope until the boat 
driver and rider of the tube are absolutely confident in their abilities 
to control the tube's flight. 
Most iniportantly, always make sure your WEGO is fully inflated, a 
foot pump is almost always necessary to fully inflate this tube to 
optimal pressure. Remember: 80% of tubes are not fully inflated. 
If you have difficulties in flying the tube after you have followed all 
these guidelines, please contact us. 
120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer 
configuration 
Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included 
84QD full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating 
Computerized double stitched sewing 
Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 
Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked 
Two heavy-duty PSJC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit 
Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for 
easy quick connection 
Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation 
Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene 
padding for comfortable foot, knee, and leg use 
8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guards 
Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls 
Reflective Safety piping on all handles and on the outside top taping 
Variable loops for detachable leash use 
Panoramic see through double windows 
High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety 

bttp://www.waterriders.com/Sportsstuff-Wego-Kite-Tube-P194C23.aspx 7/12/2006 

http://www.waterriders.com/Sportsstuff-Wego-Kite-Tube-P194C23.aspx


Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube - Free Shipping! 
060711HCC2677 Exhibit D 

Page 2 of2 

colors with checkerboard and caution accent striping 
• Injtructi_Qna!.D\/D, tow rope, and starting leash included! 

This rope allows you to tow with a 45 foot, 55 foot, or 65 foot rope, 
deending on the weight ofthe rider and the conditions ofthe lake. 
Every rider will start with the 45 foot rope, after the boat driver and 

the rider are confident they can control the tube, they can eventually 
move to a 55 foot rope, simply by attaching the next section of rope. 
When the boat driver and the rider are absolutely confident in their 

abilities, they can upgrade your rope to 65 feet, 
simply by attaching the last 10 foot section. 

http://wvvw.vvfaterriders.com/Sportsstuff-Wego-Kite-Tube-P 194C23 .asox 7/12/2006 

http://wvvw.vvfaterriders.com/Sportsstuff-Wego-Kite-Tube-P
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1.) CALCULATE HEIGHT FOR 45 FOOT ROPE AT 25 DEGREES 

Side a = 1 9 . 0 2 ft 
Side b = 40.78 ft 
Side c = 45 fl 
Angle A = 25 deg (est) 

2.) CALCULATE HEIGHT FOR 45 FOOT ROPE AT 25 DEGREES 

Sidea= 2 7 . 4 7 ft 
Side b = 58.92 ft 
Side c = 65 ft 
Angle A = 25 deg (est) 
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060711HCC2677 Exhibit E 

From: 
To: 
Sent: Thursday, July 13,200612;24 PM 
Subject: Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube Safety Recall 

From: 
WaterRiders.com 
Premier Pool and Spa Inc. 
204 North Chestnut Street Hwy. 41 
Chaska, MN 55318 

In response to a request by the CPSC(Consumer Product Safety Commission), the manufacturer ofthe Wego Ktie Tube, 
Sportsstuff, has requested ali it's dealers, including WaterRiders.com, to notify their customers of an important safety recaii. This 
recall has been attached below, and you can also see the recall on Sportsstuff s website here. Please follow the instructions 
provided in the letter to get an exchange on your Wego Kite Tube from the manufacturer. Ifyou have received this E-Mail on 
accident, and have never purchased this tube, please disregard this E-Mail. 

To view the Safety Recall online: 
http://www.sportsstuff.com/news/07-12-06/imaqes/Consumerletter07-10-06.pdf 

Learn About the Wego Kite Tube Replacement Program: 
http://www.sportsstuff.com/customercare/weqoexchange/lndex.shtml 

Regards, 
Alton Gerold 
Waterriders.com 

IjyirUKlAJN 1 JSAJ^E1 Y KJh;CAl.l^ 
WEGO KITE TUBES (LETTER "B") 

Our records indicate that, during 2005-2006, you purchased a Sportsstuff 
Wego Kite Tuiie. In recent weela, Sportsstuff has received reports that persons 

have been s»eriously injured or died while using these Icite tubes. To date, 
Sportsstuff has been unable to detemiine the causes of these incidents. While 
Sportsstuff does not believe that tiie products are defective or unreasonably 

dangerous, in an abundance of caution, Sportsstuff is cooperating with the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission to withdraw the kite tubes from the 

market and to undertake a voluntary recall to replace those in the posscsssion of 
consumers with products of comparable value. 

7/17/2006 

http://WaterRiders.com
http://WaterRiders.com
http://www.sportsstuff.com/news/07-12-06/imaqes/Consumerletter07-10-06.pdf
http://www.sportsstuff.com/customercare/weqoexchange/lndex.shtml
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We therefore request that you stop using your kite tube and contact us at 
1-866-831-5524 for instructions how to obtain the replacement product(s). 

Thank you for helping us in this important safety matter. We regret any 
inconvenience this may cause you. 

Sincerely yours, 
Leroy Peterson 

Chief Executive Officer 

7/17/2006 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

(Date) 

CPSC Hoiline: 1-800-63B-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: http://www.cpsc.gov 

http://www.cpsc.gov
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Contact Information 



Doc No: 10670156A Issue: 41 07/11/2006 
07/09/2006 23:29:36 

Incident Description: Sportstuff WEGO Flying tube becomes unstable dropping victim from the air in an 
unpredictable manner causing injury. 

Victim's age at time of incident =18 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/7/2006 
Product involved = Sportstuff Wego Flying Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff Wego Flying Tube 
Manufacturer street address = 11213 E. Cir Suite A 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE 68137 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Flying Tube 
Date product purchased = Jan 2006 
Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only 



I.Task Number 

060711HCC2680 

3. Office Code 

810 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 04 

2. Investigator's ID 

9099 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 12 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 42-year-old victim was being towed on a kite tube and was approximately 10 to 12 feet in the air when the kite tube 
flipped and the victim landed in the water. Observers on the boat found her unconscious and floating face down in 
the water. She was immediately met by paramedics at the boat launch area and transported to a local hospital 
where she was treated for partial paralysis and loss of hearing in one ear and loss of equilibrium. 

gflfBfppyiBRBgTfflEn c 2 \ ^ f 

0VERRU1.ED; —.ATTACHED 

j^cisioNsffaA Exs. t 2 £ : l . 
Ravl^ons 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PIACE 
8. City 
COMMERCE TOWNSHIP 

9. State 

Ml 

10A. First Product 
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 
WEGO SPORTSSTUFF KITE TUBE 

IOC. Model Number 
UNKOWN 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF INC. 
11213E. Circle, SuiteA. 
Omaha, NE 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

118. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

l i e . Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
42 

13. Sex 

2 - Female 

14. Disposition 

4 - Hospitalized 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
71 - Other 

16.BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

94-EAR 

17. Respondent 

3 - 2nd Hand Info Only 

18. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

1 6 / 5 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

21. Case Source 

05 - Newspaper 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes ^ No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 

09/07/2006 

25. Reviewed By 

9071 

26. Regional Office Director 

Eric B. Ault 

27. Distribution 
Ingle, Robin L.; Spitler, Virginia R. 

28. Source Document Number 

X0670103A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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SDMMARY OF FINDINGS! 

On July 4, 2006 at approximately 3:40 p.m the victim, a 42-
year-old female, along with her husband and two children 
were on their friend's boat on Union Lake in Commerce 
Township, MI. The victim decided to go tiibing on a kite 
tube and was wearing a personal floatation device. Her 
husband was the designated spotter while their friend was 
the driver of the boat. The victim's children and friend 
were riding near the front of the boat. The vict:im' was 
being pulled with a 65 foot rope at 30-35 miles per hour 
and was approximately 10 to 12 feet in the air.when the 
victim and tube flipped over and the victim landed in the 
water. The tube blocked the view of the victim therefore 
the witnesses could not tell how the victim landed in the 
water but they observed the victim floating face down in. 
the water. The driver stopped the boat and he along with 
the victim's husband jumped into the water and turned' the. 
victim over so her face was out of the water. She appeared 
to be unconscious at the time. The two men got the victim 
on the stern of the boat and immediately called 911. They 
drove back to the Department of Natural- Resources (DNR) 
boat launch where the victim was turned over to the fire 
department. The victim vomited three to four times and 
gained consciousness. She could not recall what had 
happened either before or after the incident. The victim 
was complaining of cervical pain and was transported to a 
local hospital. The victim's husband informed officials 
that the victim was not taking any medications and there 
were no known health problems. 

The victim was hospitalized for partial paralysis and 
sustained injuries which included loss of one or more vital 
bodily functions including total loss of hearing in one ear 
and. loss of equilibrium. 

The weather conditions on the day of the incident were 87 
degrees Fahrenheit, clear skies, winds were moderate at 
seven to fourteen miles per hour. The water conditions were 
choppy. 

The boat that was used to tow the victim and kite tube is 
described as a 2002 22 foot Four Winns fiberglass open 
motorboat with an inboard outdrive. The boat measured eight 
feet in width. Officials inspected the boat and determined 
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that all necessary equiptnent was onboard the boat. 
Officials did not detect any odor of intoxicants on the 
driver of the boat nor did he appear to be under the 
influence of the any substances. The driver of the boat had 
over 500 hours of experience operating the type of boat 
used in the incident. 

PRODUCT; Kite Tube 

The product involved in this incident was a Wego 
Sportsstuff Kite Tube. The kite tube is a large one- . / 
passenger, inflatable, round water sport product which is . 
fed, white, black, and yellow in color with a picture' of, a 
large skull on the top of it. 

The-kite tube was not purchased by the victim and it", is 
unknown, who purchased the kite tube however it is )cnown , 
that the tube was purchased sometime, after June 15, 2006; 

Dealer: Unknown 

Manufacturer: Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213' E. Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
Telephone Number: 1-888-814-8833 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Exhibit "A" - Contact List 

Exhibit "B" - Incident report obtained from the Oakland 
County Sheriff's Department 

Exhibit "C" - Photograph of the product 

Exhibit "D" - EMS report obtained from the West Bloomfield, 
MI, Fire Department 

Exhibit "E" - Compliant filed by the victim's attorney 
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Exhibit "A" - Contact List 

This in-depth investigation was assigned and initiated on 
1/12/OG. The information contained in this report was 
obtained from reports from the Oakland County Sheriff's 
Department and the West Bloomfield, MI, Fire Department. 

Attempts to contact the victim and driver of the boat via 
letter and telephone were unsuccessful. This investigator 
was contacted by the victim's attorney, Thomas H. Howlett, 
Bloomfield Hills, MI who stated that he would answer 
questions on behalf of the victim. As of this date Mr. 
Howlett has not responded to this investigators questions. 

Oakland County Sheriffs Department 
1201 North Telegraph Road 
Pontiac, Ml 48341 

West Bloomfield Fire Department 
6925 W. Maple Road 
West Bloomfield, Ml 48325 



DNR 

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES - LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION 

/ OFFICIAL BOATING ACCJDENT REPORT 
This informstion is rcQUirad tiy authority of Part 801, of Marine Safety A d 451, PA. 1994, as amended: 

Any person violating the provisions o i t/iis Act is guilty of a misdemeanor and may be subject to a fins and/or imprisonment. 

No. 

srtment 

aand County S h e r i f f ' s Office 
Date of eomolainl 
07-04-05 

COI '̂ m\ No. Fllf 
: » 

No. Shesis Attached 

'Date of Accident 

07-04-06 A M 
PM 

County 

. Oakland-
Township, City or Village 
C o m m e r c e T w p 

Exact Location (name wraters and fix location precisely) j TYPE OF WAFER 

Union Lake a long northwest 
s h o r e l i n e . Approx 6 0 f t . from shore. 

Public Access: 0 Yes D No 

D Great Lakes, ind. Detroit, s t Clair 
aod St War/s Rivers 

D Lakes Rivers & Streams directly connected 
with the Great Lakes 

D Inland Lakes 

P Other Rivers Streams 4 Creeks 
n Gravel Pits, Excavations, Ditches. Canals, elc. 
n Other (Specify): 

D Unknown 

Name and Address of Operator DOB of Operator 
04-26-65 

Sex 

S M D F 
D NoOpereiDr/ 

Unknoiwn 

Name and Address ot Owner 
SAME 

Telephone Number 

) 
I C 

Boat Rented? 

• Yes pNo 
Na of pssons cn board 

5 
No. towed 

OPERATOR'S EXPERIENCE 
THtS TYPE OF BOAT 
D Under 20 Hours B Over 5DD Hours 
• 20 to 100 Hours D Unknown 
D 1011O 500 Hours 

OTHER TYPE BOATS 
D Under 20 Hours 
D 20 to 100 Hours 
P l O l t o SOO Hours 

H Over 500 HIMJIS 
n Unknown 

FORMAL INSTRUCTION BOAT SAFETY 
D None D Sheriff Department 
D USCG Auxiliaiy D Stale 
• U.S. Power Squadron D Other (Indicate) 
D American Red Cross S I Unknown 

Registration Number Boat Make 
Four Winns 

TYPE OF BOAT 
SI open Motort>oat 
D Cabin Motortjoaf 
D Auxiliary Sail 
n Saa (Only) 
C3 Rowboat 

• Canoe 
D Raft Homemade 
• PWC (Jet SH) 
• Other/ Unknown 

Boat Model MFR Hull ID Number 

HULL 
DWood 
n Steel 
O Aluminum 
g l Fiberglass (Plastic] 
n Canvas 
D Unknown 

ENGINE 
n Outboard 
D Inboard GasoSne 
D Inboard Diesel 
Q Inboard Outdrive 
n None 
D Unknown 

PROPULSION 
No. of E n ^ e s : J-
M a k a o f E n g i n e M e r c r u l s e r 
HorsepowerfTotaO: 3 5 ^ 
YearBuiB^Engine); 0 ^ 

CONSTRUCTION 
tength: 2 2 1 1 
Width (Beam): 8 
Depth (Inner Transom Io 

Keel): 
Year Built (Boat): __ f l2_ 

OPERATION A T TIME OF ACCfDENT UNDERWAY 

• Cnjising 
Q Maneuvering to 

Dock. Anchor. Etc 
• Towtrig Skier 

13 Towing Other 
O Being Towed 
O Drifting 
O Racing 

DPaddBrig 
• A! Anchor 
n At Dock 
• FueSng 

D Race 
n Other 

Non-SancOoned 
(SpecHy): 

• SaiBng 
D Trolling 
D Unknown 

[damage to Craft 

Estimaled Damage (ErAer 
DoHar Amount Only) 
$ 0 

WAS THE BOAT ADEQUATELY EQUIPPED WITH 
CG APPROVED UFESAVING DEVICES? i S Yes D No 

Ware They Accessible? H Yes D No 
Were They Used? R Yes D No I

WERE RRE EXTINGUISHERS USED? 

D Y e s 0 N a 

Type: 

No on Board: 
Name and Address of Operator 

Telephone Number 

( ) 

DOB of Operator 

Sex 

• M D F 
• No Operator/ 

Unkncwun 

Name and Address of Owner 

Telephone Numtier 

( ) 

Boat Rented? 

• Yes • No 
No. of peiscns on bceitl 

No. towed 

OPERATOR-S EXPE1=UENCE 
THIS TYPE OF BOAT 
D Under 20 Hours • Over 500 Hours 
0 20 to IOD Hours Q Unknown 
D -701 loSCX) Hours 

OTHER TYPE BOATS 
D Under 20 Hours • Over SOD Hours 
D 20 to 100 Hours • Unknown 
D l o t t o 500 Hours 

FORMAL INSTRUCTION BOAT SAFETY 
• None n Sheitft Departmenl 
• USCG Auxiliary • Stale 
• U.S. Power Squadron • Other (Indicate) 
• American Red Cross Q Unknown 

RsgislratJon Number Boat Make Boat Model MFR Hull ID Number 

T Y P E OF BOAT 
O Open Motorboat 
n Cabin Motorboat 
• Auxiliary Sail 
• Sail (Only) 
O Rowboat 

• Canoe 
• Raft Homemade 
• PWC (Jat Ski) 
• Other/ Unknown 

HULL 
• Wood 
• Sleel 
O A/uminum 
• Fiberglass (Plastic) 
• Canvas 
• Unknown 

ENGINE 
• Outboard 
• Inboard Gasoline 
• inboard Diesel 
O Inboard Outdrive 
• None 
• Unknown 

PROPULSION 

No. ol Engines: 
Make ol Engine; 
Horsepower (Total): 
Year Built [Engine):. 

CONSTRUCTION 
Length: 
Width (Beam): 
Depth (Inner Transom lo 

K B B I ) : 

Year Bum (Boal):. 
OPERATION AT TIME OF ACCIDENT UNDERWAY 

• Cnjis'mg • Towing Other • Paddling 
• Maneuvering to • Being Towed • At Anchor 

Dock. Ancfior, Elc. • Drifting D At Dock 
n Towing Skier D Racing D Fueling 

Damage to Craft 

• Race Non-Sanclioned 
• Olher (Specify): 

• Sailing 
• Trolling 
• Unknown 

Estimaled Damage (Enler 
Dollar Amount Only) 
% 

WAS THE BOAT ADEQUATELY EQUIPPED WITH 
CG APPROVED LIFESAVING DEVICES? D Yes D No 

Were They Accessible? • Yes Q N o 
Were They Used? • Yes D No 

WERE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS USED? 

• Yes D No 

Type: 
No on Board: 

^ < ^ 

• CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE - PR 9257 fRev. 11/15/20001 
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ur 

h- D. 

Damage to other property (Describe) 

Estimated Damage $ . 

^ w I WEATHER 
- - S Clear JJJ O 

iSi 
^8 

• Cloudy 
• Fog 

n Rain 
D Snow 
DHazy 
D Unknown 

WATER 
• Calm • Very Rough 
B Choppy • Strong Current 
• Rough • Unknown 

[WIND r~~~ 
• None • Strong (15-25 MPH) 
• Ught (0-6MPH) • Siorm (ouerZSWPH) 
S Moderate (7-14 MPH) 
O Unknown 

VISIBIUTY. 
SGood . ': 
D Fair ' 
DPnor 
D Unknown 

TEMPERATURE 

^ ' ^ H7 
8 7 'F 

• Water 
• ^ • F 

WE/ITHER 
ENCOUNTERED 
31 Was as Forecast 
• Not as Forecast 
• No Forecasl Oblainsd 

TYPE OF ACCIDENT 
• Grounding • Collision With 
D Capsizing 
r~i Fboding 
C3 Sinking 
• Fire or Expteision 

(Fuel) 
• Fire or Explosion 

(Other than Fuel) 
• Burns 
CD CollisiDn with 

Vessel 
• Collision wftb 

Floating Objecl 

Rxed Object 
• Falls in boat 
• Falls Overboard 
• Fall Into Propeller 
• Hit hy Propeller 

or Boal 
• Water Ski 
S'Misc. Watar 

Sports 
• Other/Unknown 

[VICTIM'S ACTIVITY 
Victims 
1 2 

• • Boaling 
• • Canoeing 
• • Racing 
• • Fishing, 
• • Hunting 
0 • Water Sports (Skiing, 

Surfboard, ete.) 
• • Swimming 
• • Other (Specify) 

CAUSE 
• WeatherConditions 
• Hazardous Waters 
• Excessive Speed/ 

Racing Nonsanclioned 
• Reckless Operation 
D No J=toper Lookout 
• Overloading 
• Improper Loading 

• Passenger Negligence 
• Faulty Hull 
• Faulty Equipment 
• Racing Sanctioned 
• Operator Negligence 
• Skier Inexperience 
• Operator Inexperience 
• Othar Inexperience: 
• Inexperience 
S Oth er/Unknown 

PHYSICAL CONDITION 

• • Unknown 

5 Q 
• • Under 
• • No Infl. 
• • Suspicion 

Drug/Alcohol 
(Othar Conditions) 

• Heart Attack 
• Epileplic Seizure 
• Cramps 
• Other/Unknown 

Opera lor Victitns 
1 2 
• • • • • a • • 

2 • 
• • • 

No. of 
Victims I Location of Victim S Vessel No. 1 (or attachad to) D Vessel No. 2 (or attached to) D Other 

Telephone No. 

a 
UI 
cn < 
Ul 
LJ 
UJ 
Q 
oB 
Q 

Iniuries; 
• AmputaBon 
n Bums 
D Head Injury 
• Laceration 
n Spinal Injury 
VicSm it 

• Back Injury 
• Contusion 
• Hypothermia 
• Neck Injury 
n Sorain/Strain 

• Broken Bor»e(s} 
D Disbcafion 
• Intemal Injuries 
• Shock 
n Teeth 

Age 
42 Sex D M j a F 

Was Victim • Deceased H'Injured I Was Vfctim S Swimmer Q Non-Swritmar • Unknown 

Was Victim Incapacitated for 24 Hours or More? • Yes B No 

Where Treated (Wams of hospital) 

H u r o n V a T l e y H o s p i t a l 
Physician in Attendance? 

a Yes O N o 

Artificial Respiration Used? 

• Yes S " No 

Physician's name 

Location oi Victim • Vessel No. 1 for attached to) D Vessel No. 2 (or attached to) . Q Other 

IZ Name of Viclim Telephone No. ( ) Age Sax D M D F 

Address of Victim Was Victim • Deceased • Injured Was Victim • Swimmer • Non-Swimmer • Unknown 

City State ZIP code Was Victim Incapacitated for 24 Hours or Mara? • Yes • No 

Sunes: 
Amputation 

• Bums 
D Head Injury 
O Laceration 
n Spina! Injury 

• Back Injury 
• Contusion 
• Hypothennia 
• Nack Ir^ury 
n Sorain/Sirain 

• Broken Bone{s) 
• Diskication 
O infernal in/mfes 
• Shock 
n Teeth 

Vl^here Treated (Name of hospital} 

Physician 'm Attendance? 

• Yes • No 

Arffiicial Respiration Used? 

• Y e s O N o I 

Physician's name 

REMARKS: Describe Briefly What Happened (If diagram is needed attach separately or attach police report) V e s f j ^ l MC 24-43 S S 

wafi dvirrPT^ hyjJ^^I^0tflllllMMKkmmmimmmm^ a l o n g t h e n o r t h w e f l t s h o r e l i n e o f U n i o n L a k e a t 

appro-x:. T i :4?pTn. S n h j e r - t w a s t o w i n g t h e v i c t i m 

]c1t«^ ? w i t h a 6S fp .er rnpp. a t approx" . "^O-'^S mph. 

a g e 4 ? o n a _ s p n r t . c ; g t t i f f 

V-tr-.tlm w a s f l i p p e d o v e r a n d w e n t i n t o 
in 
t -
10 
lU 

g t h p Wfitp-r. Tlr ivp. r anrI wi tnp.s.R .qra ter l t h g y t h e n nh.qftrvftfl thp. v i r t i T n l a y i n g f a c e dowti I n 

^ r.hp. w a t p r - T l r ivPT drn \ rp qriir 'Trly f o v i r f - i m anrl p .n tprpr l t h p w a t e r . D r i v e r anH •wif t i ing" 

to 
h u s h a n d jved v i c t i m f rom t h e w a t e r . V i r t J i n w a s p u l l e d i n t o v e s s e l . 

V P R R P I was H r i v p n t n nXfT? a r re f iR n i t e l o c a t e d on U n i o n L a k e Rd. om ConiTiierr-e Twp. v i r t i - m 

w a s thp.n t u r n e d o-vp.r t n F i r e D e p t . 

Arrests 

O Y e s I^TNO 

Name Charge 

Nama Charge 

f— 
n: 
o 
a. 
UJ 

Reported by (Name) j Telephone No. jReport Received By (Name) 

9 1 1 o p e r a t o r 

I Dale and Time o . / o 

Address Investigator Rank 
M a r i n p He. 

City Stale ZIP code Investigator Signature 
D . N e u b e c k 

Complaint closed by • Arrest I Service Rendered D Olher D Exceptional Oearance 

Submit this completed Report t o : . LAW ENFORCEMENT D iv i s i on 
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
P O BOX3D031 i l l ' 
LANSING Ml 48909-7531 PK 9257 (Kev. 11/15/2000) 



OAKLAND COUNTY SHERIFF DEPT. 
1201 N, Teleoraph Rd„ Pontiac, Ml 48341 
Phc ie: (24 B) (558-5011 
FAX': (248)452-2102 ORI # Ml 6316300 

INCIDENT / P R O S E C U T I O N ^ ^ ^ / ' ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^^^ - ^ ' ^ ^ 
REPORT PO# 

PRIMARY SUPP PAGE OF 

01 
OATE DAY SHIFT 

7-4-06 (TUE (02 01 1327 
PLAT BADGE 1 BADGE 2 UCR 

CLO 
ADMIN YEAR 

CLO 106 
INCIDENT # 

66183 
02 

RECEIVED 

1542 
DISPATCHED AFWrvED 

1542 1551 
COMPLETED 

1636 
DATE(S) OCCURRED 

07/04/06 
niME{S) OCCURRED 

1542 
HOUR DAY 

15 TUE 
03 

LOCATION/ADDRESS (DIRECTION, STREET, SUFFIX, QUAUFIER) 

Union Lake 
LOCATION 2 (INTERSECTING STREET) 

Northwest Shorline 

04 
CITY 

Commerce Twp. 

05 
ESTAB CODE 

STATE 

Ml 
ZIP 

48382 
CODE 

ORIGIN HOW ACTIVATED 
" J PHONE ' J PERSON • 9 1 1 j C FOP i PERSON ^ ' M D T 
'C:FOP M O T H E R I » D I S P L J O T H E R 

06 

07 

08 

09 

NATURE OF INCIDENT SI 

Boating Accident 
ATT n 

NATURE OF INCIDENT #2 ATT J 

NATURE OF INCIDENT #3 ATT I"! 

NATURE OF INCIDENT #4 ATT f". 

BUSINESS NAME I BUSINESS PHONE 

REPORT TAKEN 
• SCENE 
L- STATION 

REC BADGE 
"::̂  PHONE 4 O T 7 
• OTHER I OZ./ 

CRIME CLASS 

3455 

SEC CLASS 

SEC CLASS 

ALC 
DRUGS ^ 
COMP 

ALC a 
DRUGS 
COMP 

ALC i-^' 
DRUGS LD 
COMP__r^ 

ALC '.J 
DRUGS • 
COMP n 

BIAS 

BIAS 

BIAS 

BIAS 

WEAPON 

WEAPON 

WEAPON 

WEAPON 

DISP BADGE 

#PREM 

«PREM 

#PREM 

#PREM 

ACTIVITY 

ACTlVrrY. 

UNIT1 

8831 
UNIT 2 

POINT OF ENTRY / ATTACK 

METHOD OF ENTRV t ATTACK 

TOOL / OBJECT I WEAPON 

OTHER CHARACTERISTICS 

CODES (IJREPTD BY (2)0WNER (3)VICT (4)PERS INTERV (S)ARREST (S)SUSP fZjtVTISS'G (OjWITN (ajSECURTl BY (OyUV ARESST (D)ORIVER (P)PASSNGR (R)ReSPONSIBLE (S)SUMMONED p()MISC 

14 

ORIGIN H D I S P 

ClFOP ." 'PER 
'-"'MOT a TEL 

STATUS 
1 n JAILED 3 G APPERANCE TCKT 
aCJ RELEASED 4 * NOT ARRESTED 

CHR 
C YES 
• NO 

ACnON REQUESTED 
1 L-i ARREST WARRANT 31".! PADLOCK 3 ' • FORFEITURE 
a P SEARCH WARRAMT 4 l - ' INJIINCTIOW S'-J OTHER 

CODES (HjHOLD (S) STOLEN (Y) CONTERFErr (6) EVIDENCE (L) LOST (A) ATTACKED (R) RECOVERED <F) FOUND (C) CONFISCATED (X) IMPOUNDED (V) SUSPECT VEHICLE <B) BURNED 

INVESTIGATING OFFICER(S) 

D, Neubeck #1327 

affirm the above infomiation is true and correct. 

O.I.C. Signature z > - ^ ^ y y ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ . 



OAKLAND COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE 
1201 N. Telegraph Rd., Pontiac, MI 48341 
"hone: 248-8S8-5O07 ORI# MI63 ie300 

(Tf4^/07///7d^J^4^. / y / A ; / / ^ Page of 
PERSON / WITNESS 

LIST I RIHdARYSUPP 

DATE 

07-04-06 
DAY 

TUE 
SHIFT 

02 
PLAT BADGE 1 

1327 
B/U3GE2 UCR 

CLO 
fkOMIN 

CLO 
YEAR 

06 
INCIDENT* 

66183 
CODES (DREPT'D BY (2)0WNR (3)VICT (4)PERS INTRV (5)ARRST (6)SUSP (7)MISSG (a)WITN QjSECURQ BY (O)JUV ARRST (D)ORIVR (P)PASSNGR (R)RESPONSBL (S)SUMMD (X)MISC 
WITNESS TYPES (HWIHANDWRTNG (EX)EXPERT (EY)EYEWrrNSS (OF)POLICE OFFCR (CO)COMFLAINTNT (CM)CHEMIST (MD)MEDICL (VC)VICTM (OC)OIC (RG)RES GESTAE (MS)MISC 
CODE VICT# ftCTUAL VICTIM (LAST FIRST. MIDDLE. SUFFIX) RAG SEX DOB 

M 
AGE iflCTIM TO RECEIVE CVRA NOTICE 
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Depdty Karchnick 
RAC SEX 

M 
DOB ftGE REUTION TO ACTUAL VICTIM 

ADDRESS 

1700 
(DIRECTtOt^TREET, SUFFIX. QUALIFIER) 

Bro\^Road 
HOME PHONE 

/ 
BUSINESS PHONE 

CITY 

Auburn Hil s 
STATE DRIVER'S LICENSE # CONN ffYP 
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REL TO OFN » 

_ / _ 
I 

Ml 
INJ IV CIRC JHC 

ZIP 

48326 

COMMENTS ; TESTtlWONY 

Assisting officer/administered PBTwith the results of .01. 
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I I MAIL u PD 
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Deputy Fitzpatrick 
RAC SEX 
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DOB IVGE RELATION TO ACTUAL VICTIM 

"TSTV 

JM 
l^JDRESS [(DIRECTION, STREET, SUFFIX. QUAUFIER) 

1700 p'rown Road 
crrY 
Auburn Hil s 

TATE 

I 
iltP 

48326 
HOME PHONE BUSINESS PHONE STATE DRIVER'S LICENSE* REL TO OFN # 

_ / _ 
/ 

INJ V CIRC JHC 

COMMENTS; TESTIMONY 

Assisting officer. 

5 ^ 1 FrtCTi l*CTUAL VICTIM (LAST. FIRST. MIDDLE, SUFFIX) DOB 

SERVICE BY 

LJMAR. D P 
RAC SEX 

M 
AGE VICTIM TO RECEIVE CVRA NOTICE 

PE CODE W-TYP NXkME (LAST. FIRST, MIDDLE, SUFFIX) (ACTUAL VICTIM'S REP) SEX 

M 
DOB RELATION TO ACTUAL VICTIM 

STATE B P ADDRESS (DIRECTION, STRF.ET. SUFFIX. QUALIFIER) CITY 

HOME PHONE BUSINESS PHONE STATE DRIVER'S UCENSE * CONN 

) 
REL TO OFN # H CIRC JHC 

COMMENTS /TESTIMONY 

SERVICE BY 

LjM/yL I JPD 
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06_ 
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66183 
:ODES (1 )REPT=D BY (2)0WNR (3)VICT (4FERS INTRV (5)ARRST (6)SUSP (7)MISS-G (BjWITN 0)SECUR-D BY (0)JUV ARRST (D)ORIVR (P)PASSNGR (R)RE5P0NSBL (S)SUMM^D (X)MiSC 
WfTNESS TYPES (HW)HANDWRTNG (EX)EXPERT (EY)arEWITNSS (OF)POUCE OFFCR (CO)COMPLAINTNT ( C M ) C H E M I S T ( M D ) M E D I C L (VCIVICTM (OC)01C (RG)RES GESTAE (MS)MISC 
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IP 
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Ml 
z:ip 
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USINESS PHONE STATE DRIVER=S LICENSE # CONN 

1 

2 

TYP REL TO OFN # INJ ^/CIRC JHC 

SERVICE BY 

I IMAIL I IPD 
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DATE 

07-04-
2006 

PAY 

TUE 
S 

SHIFT 

02 
EL^r BADQE\ 

1327 
BADGE 2 INCIDENT STATUS 

O CLR ARREST Q UNF 
n CLR EXCEPT aiNACT 

CRIME CLASS 
3455 ; 

YEAR 
.06 

INCIDENT # 
66183 

2 SOURCE: Dispatched 

4 INFORMATION: While on patrol upon Union Lake in Commerce, Township ML I was dispatched to a 

5 Boating Accident on the Northwest Shoreline ofthe lalce. Upon arriving in the area, the yictim (̂  

6 DOB O^ittpHHiife/as being transported to the Department of Natural Resoiorces Access Site in a blue and 

7 white Four Winns vessel with Michigan registrationlBBBIiiiSS. West Bloomfield and Commerce Townsliip 

8 Fire Departments were already on scene and standing by at the DNR access site. I assisted the vessel to the dock 

9 at which time Fire Department personal entered the vessel and administered treatment to the victim. 

10 

11 ACTION TAKEN: I began to interview the subjects on board the vessei"'pH(HHKS) in which the accident 

12 occurred. I also checked the immediate area for any other witnesses in the area; however, I was unable to locate 

13 any further witnesses. -

14 

15 INTERVIEW WITH MELISSA TRAYNOR:iJlftliilmf i stated her husband :^^ggg^ig/gi^i^g^i^0o-{) was 

16 pulling victim . ^ | | | H H | M | | p ) behind his boat in a tube along the northwest shoreline of Union Lake, Subject 

17 stated she was sitting in the front of tlie vessel. Subject said that the victims husband (BilliMBIIiili|ifer 

18 TgmPI) was facing the rear ofthe vessel and was designated as the spotter. The victim's two children^Jg|pi 

t9jjiil§&i age 9 and i^MHIiPi^'age 8) were both riding near tlie front ofthe vessel. Subject said the tube flipped 

20 over and the victim was observed floating face down in the water. Subject stated that her husband and the 

21 victim'shusbandjumpedintothe water and pulled thevictim into the boat. 

22 

23 INTERVIEW WITH THOMAS TRAYNOR: -^f/^g^f stated he was operating his v e s s e f f i ^ ^ ^ l P I 

24 along the northwest part of Union Lake while pulling the victim ^^USS/^^fUl^/ie/) on a tube. Subject stated he 

25 was traveling at approximately 30-35 mph when the tube suddenly flipped over. Subject stated victim was 

26 observed laying face down in the water. Subject stopped his vessel and jumped into the lake without a personal 

27 flotation device pn. Subject tumed the victim over so her face was out ofthe water. Subject stated the victim 

INVESTIGATING OFFICER(S) REVIEWED BY: ASSIGNED TO: I flflirtn the above information is frue and correct. 

O.I.C. Signature 
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1 seemed like she was unconscious when he reached her. Subject held the victim iii the water uhtiLthe victims 

2 husband (^SKfSKSSI^') entered the water and assisted him in getting the victim onto the stem ofthe vessel. 
3 Subject said they called 911 and started to drive back to the DNR boat launch. He alsostated throughout the 

4 incident that CPR was not administered at any time. 

6 INTERVIEW WITH DAVID ZIEGLER: Subject was interviewed by Deputy Karchnick #550 at Huron 

7 Valley Hospital. See written statement. ;; 

8 

9 CONTINUED ACTION TAKEN: I conducted an inspection ofthe responsible vessel ( M H U I ^ with the 

10 vessels registered owner (^JiHUMMMIIlM who was operating the vessel at the time of the accident. Through 

11 the inspection It W£is determined that all the necessary equipment was onboard the vessel. During my interaction 

12 with Mcf̂ iijllliipip I did not detect any odor of intoxicants nor did the subject appear to be under the influence of 

13 any substances. West Bloomfield Fire Department transported the victim to Huron Valley Hospital. I followed 

14 Mr. I M H back to his dock located at 2323 Union Lake Road tor follow up. Deputy Karchnick #550 and 

15 Deputy Fitzpatrick in unit 8808 arrived at this location at which time a Preliminary Breathalyser Test was 

16 administered by Deputy Karchnick which registered .01. Pictures of the responsible vessel and tube were 

17 obtained. 

18 ] 7' / ' : . ' • : - ' '^ 

19 

20 S T A T U S : Closed 

21 

INVESTIGATING OFFICER(S) 
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O.I.C. Signature ^ 



COUNTY OF OAKLAND ^ ^ J f ^ ^ ^ 

OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF' 
MICHAEL J. BOUCHARD 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

WITNESS STATEMENT COMPLAINT# d l - , " ^ ^ / ^ , ? 

DATE OF BIRTH 2 ^ • ^ ^ ^ r ( j t C ^ 

DATE & TIME ' J 2 7 ^ ^ J 

STATEMENT ^ 

Uki^C, UL..^ y 

J ^ ^ifC^-c^-y-^. 

AxJLK^ c ^ 7 ^ ^ < ^ C t , ^ / L C ^ ^ ^ ^ g . ^ 
K 

d. MLLAO- . ^ L l M ' riAy (yyx^ Wr^^-^V^ /b^yQt ̂  ^ y \ . 

\}J/h<? v̂̂ .{ <̂ :ii_̂ ^̂ 2_̂ t̂A_ ^ v d i h r ^ ( ^ ^ - ^ U / ^ ^̂ A.̂ -<^̂ <^A 7A . /C2MVC^ 

J(\^. I SpH^du^ 
^A l7 l \ ^ . - i ^ ^ ^ ^1 ^(^(-^ I d ^ d ^ ^ j ]M-^.^^ > ,7}nf¥^7ir^^-}l^h^, 

f\ix.^UfA.nM^ to/? (^ri'^2t(U>X . '. 

SIGNATUR 

92-982-AS (4-99) 

OFFICER'S SIGNATURE ) ^ ^ ^ 7 \ , J J ^ ^ ^ ^ 

8LDG10EAST • 1201 N TELEGRAPH RD • PONTIAC Ml 48341-1044 



COUNTY OF OAKLAND ech/Mi^ ^ 

OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF 
MICHAEL J. BOUCHARD 

V<^>sc\V: ^ VTl-A^v <.v^^sRi=2vAKl '^^^^<^^>r^Vfg)g^^^^^~ ^ 

-t ^t^ - ^^ 

- ^ ^ 

^ ^ ^ k=A^ ^ b ^ j i ^ < = ^ r ^ . L.^^^S£ >gT: - f ^ 
^ ^ 

C ^ 7 ' ^ ^ ^ ^VV '̂Vv̂ ^̂ ^̂ K v-1 W c W??A^ 

X .:^!t^s_>vl>.i^js^ 

SIGNATURE^ 

92-982-AS (4-99) 

^ ^ T U R E j ^ l ^ e ^ ! ^ 

BLOG 10 EAST • 1201 N TELEGRAPH RD • PONTIAC Ml 48341-1044 



^^KLAND 
^r t lCE OF THP cur.^ ^' 

060711HCC2680 

r ^ ^ S S STATEMENT 
^^I^PLAINT # j Q ^ 

•^G 70 EAST 
* ^207 M TPI c ^ ^ 



COUNTY OF OAKLAND ^K^it '7 S 

OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF 
MICHAEL J. BOUCHARD 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

DATE OF BIRTH ^ ' A ^ L - ^ ^ G ' ^ 

DATE & TIME 

WITNESS STATEMENT COMPLAINT # i 24 l ^6zS f -2 -

r>73i ^ < ^ B ^ ' 7 

TELEPHONE 

STATEMENT 7 ( y ^ ( ^ , / / ^ d - fAy7-F-^^ -/-/^T)^.. / W ^ y > ^ ^ ^ ^ 7 ^ / T y T T r ^ 

^ i J ^ ^ T ' 2-^/B-^ Bo'/^n ' 22^7/^^ /^^^-^^4^^y72>y^^<a^ ^ / . ^ / a x ^ - ^ ^ 

\ / 7 £ ^ ^ . f2^7F'^- 2 ^ ^ ^ ^ - <2U?/^^^ , /?/9.4'r~ 22>^^^< /^ ŷ <P̂ r-̂ <̂ ^̂ ^ 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT ^ ^ / b H ' S 

EASTERN DISTRICT OF MTCHTGAN 

Fltiinti£f. 

vs. 

SPORTSSTUFF, INC., 

Defendant. 

Case: 2;0&<^ui3485 
Aligned To: Cleland, Robert H 
^^''"^liJIfiteSLPaDel Wallar^ 

*"• ^^^^BSSB^/it. 09- '40 AM 
ffP«fWiliBi|V. SPORTSSTUFF, INc (TA 

COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

PlaintiJSTIIIIIIIjpHft^ by and throu^ her attorneys. The Googasian Finn, P.C, alleges as 

follows: 

Nature of Action 

1, This diversity action arises from Defendant SportstofiF, Inc's desigp, raaaufecturc, 

testing and marketing of a dangerous water sport product - the Wego Kite Tube (the "kite tube") -

to consumers throughout the United States in 2006. SportsstuflT sold mote than 19,000 kite tubes, 

which had a retail pri«5 of between $500 to $600, from late 2005 to July 2006. 

2, On July \ 3, 2006, this dangerous product was pulled from the maricet in a massive 

recall coordinated by thel Jniteti States Consumer Products Safety Commission, but only alter the kite 

tube seriously harmed sc(>res of people, including Plaintiff MliMMMP^- For months prior ti) the 

Txiicall, Sportsstuff was aware that iLs product was defective and tuu'casoaably dangerous due to an 

mahiliiy to control the kite tube from sudden, violent shifts while in fli^t, but the company 

continued to sdl its prt>duct and failed to warn consumers, leading (o the strious injuries sustained 
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2?^/p7/{mu^^ 

by Ms. '̂ SSBBL^^ others. SpnriMuff unleashed on unsuspecting consuiners a product that was 

destined to kill and seriously mjure. 

Partieg 

3. PlaiatifFJS^P|||j||||||ta| is a citizen of Michigan. 

4. Defendant Sportsstuff, Inc. ("SptwtsstuflT) is a foreign corporation incorporated under 

the laws of tiic State of Nebraska, and its principal place of business is in Omaha, Nebraska. 

SportsstuflFs registered agent for the state of Nebraska is Leroy Peterson, whose address is It 213 E, 

Circle, Suite A. Omaha, Nebraska, 68137. 

5. Sportsstuff canies on a continuous and systematic part of its general business in 

Michigan, including, but not limited to, the marketing and sale of its inflatable water .sport products 

to individuals ond/OT businesses within the stale of Michigan. 

6. Upon infonnation and belief, the kite tube that injured Ms. l||^|(||was hou^t in June 

2006 by a third party from a retailer in Michigan that had purchased the product directly from 

Sport.sstuff. 

7. Sportsstuff aLso engages directly in commercial transactions with Michigan residents 

in numerous ways, including, but not limited to, through its web site, which allows Mtehigan 

purchasere ofthe recalled kite tube product to choose online and make arrangements for receipt of 

replacement products. 

Jurisdiction and Venne 

if. This Court has jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U. S.C. § 1332(a)(1). 

9. Venue exists pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 139 l(aXl). 

10. The amount in controversy exceeds $7,5,000, cxcluiwve of interest and costs. 
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11. Sportsstuff is subject to the jurisdiction of Michigan courts pursuant to.MCL 600.711 

etseq. 

Factual Backyronnd 

Sportsstuff Designs, Manufactures and Markets The Wego Kite Tube 

12. Sportsstuff designed, manufactured and marketed the Wego Kite Tube (the "kite tube") 

as a one-passenger, inflatable, round water sport pro<luct that was to be towed behind a motor boat 

and to became airbome. 

13. Accordingtx)Sportsstuffi'Theba.sicideaofkitingissimplc:Thckiteriderpositions 

himself on the tube while it is tethered to the watercraft As the boat moves fbnvatd into the wind, 

the kite and rider rise out of the water to perform a water ballet in the air." 

14. Even after the announced recall of the kite tube on July 13, 2006, SportsstufF has 

continued to feature the kite tube on the opening page of its web site-- www.sportsstufTcom - with 

an illustration depicting a woman flying through the air on a kite tube pulled behind a motor boat. 

A copy ofthis illustration is attached to this Complaint as Attachment A. 

15. Sportsstuffadoms the kite tube wilh winged skulls. 

SportsstDff Deceptively Markets and Promotes The Kite 'J'ube 

16. At all relevant times, SportsstufTdcccptivcly marketed and promoted the kite tube as 

a reasonably safe product 

17. According to Sportsstuff, "^Ihe mystery of fiight becomes real" widi the kite lube. 

IR. Sport&stuffpnjmoles its kite lube with the phrase "Bom to Fly!" 

19. According to Sportsstuff, the kite tube is "the next generation of action towable , 

taking you to a whole new level of excitement! Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly though 

http://www.sportsstufTcom
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the air like a bird! Experience the thrill of flight as you rise above the water reaching incredible 

heights, leaving nothing but adrenaline in your wake." 

20. AccordiagtoSportsstuff,"thekitetubeisunlikeanyothertowablctubc,itcansustain 

flight at various heights for long periods of dme." 

21. Sportsstuffsupplicspurd\asersoflhe kitetube with an "instructional DVD,''but die 

video leatuies professional boat drivers and professional athletes using the kite mbe in a controlled 

environment 

22. Sportsstuffs "instmctional DVD" depicts the Jdte tube being towed at speeds faster 

than what it recommends to oonsinncrs. 

23. At all relevant times, Spoitsstuft'deceptively marketed ami promoted the kit© tube as 

a pn)duct for which the flight of the kite tube aiid the safety of the rider could be controlled by the 

persons involved in using it 

24. Tn hict, a reasonably prudent user of the kite tube is not able to control the fli^t or 

direction of the kite tube, and the kite tube is subject to violent sponlaneou.s, downward shifts and 

crashes mto the water thai cannot be foreseen or controlled!. 

25. Sportsstuff told purchasers ofthe kite tube that "misuse or improper use ofthe kite 

tiibe could result in risks, dangers and hazards which may result in .serious injury or death," when, in 

fact, a reasonably pruden t user o f the product could be seriously mjured or killed due to the kite tube's 

hidden defects and dangers. 

26. Sportsstuff also infonned purchasers of the kite tube that the boat driver controlled 

the safety of the kite tube rider and that "rider safety is in the hands of the boat drivcar and spotter," 
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when, in fact a kite tube rider in fHght can suddenly and violently cra.sh into the water and become 

seriously injured due to unforeseeable factors outside the control of any person. 

27. Sportstuff knew or should have known that a kite tube rider could not'operate the 

product in a reasonably safe manner due to multiple factors affecting the flight of die kite tube that 

could not be controlled or foreseen. 

28. Sportsstuffkneworshouldhaveknownthatsuddeo, violent flipsanddtvesofthekite 

tube during flight were beyond the control and/or understanding of a reasonably prudent user ofthe 

kite tube due to unfortKMK̂ ble factors, including, hut not limited to, wind shifts. 

29. Spoiisstuffknew or should have known thai the kite tube and its rider could slam into 

the water and sustain serious injuries due to sudden wind shifts and other factors beyond any 

reasonably prudent user's control. 

30. Sportsstuff knew or should have known that operation of the kite mbe involved 

material risks that were not obvious to a rea$otuible prudent user of the kite tube and that these risks 

were not a matter of common knowledge to users of the kite tube. 

31. Upon infonnation and belief, at the time of manufacture or distribution of the kite tube, 

Sportsstuff had actual knowledge that the product was defective and thiit there was a substantial 

likelihood that the defect would cause injuries to uiien; ofthe kite tUbc, and Sportsstuff willfully 

disregarded that knowledge. 
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Prior to July 4,2006, 
Sportsstuff Becomes Aware Of SerioBS Kite Tube Accidents, 

But Does Not Warn Consumers 

32. Prior to July 4,2006, Sportsstuffkncw that persons throughout the United States and 

Canada were becoming seriously injured and, in some cases, dymg while using the kite tubeduring 

its first season of use as a consumer product. 

33. Specifically, prior to July 4,2006^ Sportsstuff was aware o f at least two deaths and 

more than a dcyy.en .serious injuries sustained by people using its kite tube, including injuries sudi as, 

a broken neck, broken vertebrae, punctured lungs, broken legs, jaw fractures, facial iqjuries, and 

losses of consciou.sncss. 

34. Prior to July 4,2006, Sportsstuffknew that kite tube accidents causing serious injury 

were occurring due to factors that usos could not control, including, but not limited to, .sudden wind 

shifts. 

35. Prior to July 4,2006, Sportsstuff knew that kite tube users were reporting accidait 

Sequences in which suddenly and unexpectedly their kite tubes were flipping and/or crashing into the 

water from significant heights, resulting in injuries. 

36. Prior to July 4,2006, Sportsstuff failed to inform or warn consumers regarding the 

nature of die kite tube accidents that w€â  repeatedly occurring. 

37. Prior to July 4, 2006, Sportsstuff failed to hiform or warn coosumeTs regarding die 

serious injuries that were arising in kite tube accidents. 

38. Prior to July 4,2006, Sportsstuff tailed to in form consumers that kite tube accidents 

were occurring and causing serious injury due to uncontrollable fiictors involving use of theproduct, 

the facts about which could not reasonably be known by consumers. 
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39. Prior to July 4,2006, Sportsstuff failed to inform consumers that misuses ofkite tubes 

were occurring and causing serious injury, the fects about which could not reasonably be known by 

consumers. 

40. Prior to July 4, 2006, based on scientific, technical and/or medical information 

reasonably available to it, Sportsstuff knew about risks of hann to USCTS ofthe kite tube due to 

factors diat users could not controL 

41. PriortoJuly4,2006, despite its knowledge ofscrious injuries arising from use ofthe 

kite tube and ofthe kite tube's risk of harm. Sportsstuff continued to manuiacture, distribute, sell and 

maricet the kite tube without any modifications, reaping considerable profits. 

A Kite Tube Accident Causes Michele Zieglcr Serious Injury 

42. On July 4,2006, on Union Lake in Oakland County, Michigan, MMHMMIP^ rode 

a Sportsstuff kite tube for the first lime. 

43. The kite luhe was owned by a third party, and it was purchased sometime after June 

15,2006. 
44. During her ride, MS.JHRMB flew into the air on the kite tube. 

45. The kite tube then suddenly ovatumed and slammed into the water. 

46. Ms. a i p i f was knocked unconscious during the crash into flic watta:. 

47. ttHliM|ln», Ms. J||||||||g^ husband, helped save M.s.^PJll^ 

48. As a result ofthe kite tube accident, Ms. 4p|||||lF'staincd serious injuries requiring 

both emergency and subsequent medical treatment, iiieluding, but not limited to, loss ofoneormore 

vital bodily functions, including total loss of hearing in one ear and a loss of cquilibriunL 
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Count 1 - Statutory of Conunon Law Product Liability 

49. Plaintiff repeats and realleges the preceding paragraphs. 

50. Atallrelevanttimes,underapplicablelaw,SportsstulTowedstatutoryorccramonlaw 

duties of reasonable care in the design, manufacture, testing, noaikcting and sale of the kite tube. 

51. Sportsstuff breached its applicable statutory or common law duties with regard to 

design, manu&cture, testing, marketing and sale in numerous ways, includiag, but not Umited to, by: 

a. Failing to design, test and manufiicturo a product that was rea.<ionab1y safe; 

b. Failing to warn users of the kite tube regarding the inability of any person to 

control the kite tube when in flight; 

c. Failing to warn of one or more material risks io using the kite tube that Were 

not obvious to a rea.sonab}y prudent u.ser of the kite tube and that were not a 

mutter of common knowledge to peraons in the sanie or similar position as 

Ms. 4 

d. Failingtowamofariskofharmtousersofthekitetubeductouncontrollablc 

vturiables about whidi Sportsstuff knew or should have known based on 

scientific, tcdmical or medical information reasonably available to it; 

e. Falsely representing to the boat driver pulling the kite tube that "TJ Cxjntirol" 

the kite tube rider's height and safety; 

f. Deceptivelymarketing the kite tube withinstructional andpnimotionalvidetis 

featuring professional drivers and athletes in controlled circumstances and 

boats operating at higher .speeds Ihan recommended; 

g. Reasonably foreseeable misuse ofthe kite tube; and/or 
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h. Manufacturingandsellingaproductthat was unreasonably dangerous, and for 

which it is strictly liable. 

52. AsadifectandproximateresultofSpcrrisslufTsbreachofits applicablecpmmonlaw 

or statutory duty regarding its kite tube, Ms. 'aiMUffipuffcrcd and will continue to suffer harm, 

inci uding, but not limited tu, loss of one or more vital bodily functions, incl udrng, total loss ofhcaring 

in one ear and a loss of equilibrium, as well as medical expenses, loss of income, and odier damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff requests that this Court enter a judgment in her favor and agatn.st 

Defendant in an amount that is just and &ir, plus exemplary damages, attomey fees, costs of this Ieg»I 

action, and interest. 

Count H - Breach of Warranty 

53. Plaintiff iqKats and realleges the preceding paragraphs. 

54. The kite tube upon which Ms.^flHB'isustained her injuries wa.spurdiased less than: 
' if 

two weeksbefore her July 4,2006 accident \ 
t • 

55. At the tune that Sportsstuff manufactured, mark<Sed and sold the kite tube, h knew of 

the use for which the kite tube was intended and explicitly and/or implicifly warranted fliat it was of 

merchantable quality and fit for its intended purpose. 
56. Ms. 2H|||» used the kite tube for its intended purpt'ijie. 

57. Sportsstulfbreached its express and/or implied warranties in that the kite tube was not 

uf merchantable quality, was not fit for its use, and failed its essential purpose. 

58. Asa direct and proximate result of Sportsstuff s breach of its express and/or implied 

wuminties. M s . ^ | | | ^ has suffered and will continue to suffer harm, including, but not limited to. 
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loss of one or more vita] bodily functions, including, total loss ofhcaring in one ear and a loss of 

equilibriiun, ais well as medical expenses, loss of income, and other damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff requests diat this Court enter a j udgment in her favor and against 

Defendant in an amount that is just and fair, phis exemplary damagi». attorn^ fees, costs of diis legal 

action, and into^st 

Count n r - Violation ofthe Michigan Consumer Protection Act 

59. Plaintiffrcpcats and realleges the preceding paragraphs. 

60. Sportsstuft'violated the Michigan Consumer Protection Act, MCLA 45.901 e^se^, 

61. Sportsstuff engagcdinunfair,unconscionable,anddeccptivcra^ods,actsorpractices 

with regard to the sale and marketing of the kite tube to Michigan consumers, including, but not 

limited to, representing that the kite tube was ofa particular standard, quality or grade, when it was 

not of that particular standard, quality or grade, and failmg to reveal material &cts, the omission of 

which tended to mislead or deceive consumers, and which facts could not reasonably be known by 

consumers. 

62. The facts that were not revealed include, but are not limited to, Sportsstuft"'s 

knowledge of numerous accidents and serious injuries arising firom use ofthe kite tube prior to July 

4,2006, and Sportsstuffs knowledge that a reasonj^ly prudent person cannot conlrol the kite tube 

Irotn sudden, violent shifts while in flight 

63. As a direct and proximate result of Spr«rLs.slu fPs violations ofthe MicKigan Consumer 

Protection Act, Ms.tfHBNta.s saffercd and will continue to suffer barm, including, but not limited 

to, loss ofone ormore vital bodily fiinctions, includmg, total loss ofhcaring in one ear and a loss of 

equilibrium, as well as medical expenses, loss of income, and other damages. 

10 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiff requests that this Court enter a judgtncnt in her favor and against 

Defendant in an amount that is just and fair, plus exemplary damages, statutory attorney fees, costs 

of this legal action, and interest 

THE (gMWffiigFIRM, P.C. 

Attorneys for Plainni 

Michigan 48301-3138 

Dated: August 2, 2006 

JURY DEMAND 

Plaintiff mmHIPIIIIr, by and through her attorneys. The Googasian Finn, P..C., hereby 

danands a trial by jury in the above-<5ilitled cause. 

N FIRM, P.C. 

48301-3138 

Dated: August 2, 2006 

I I 
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ATTACHMENT A 

http ://www.sportsstuff.com/homepage/unagcs/mainImage2.j pg 8/2/2006 

http://www.sportsstuff.com/homepage/unagcs/mainImage2.j
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SYNOPSIS 

A 39 year old male injured his left knee during his first use ofa kite tube. The tube turned 
upside down causing the rider to fall six feet to the water's surface. The same thing happened 
again when another adult male was approx. 8 feet above the water's surface. He did 
not suffer any injuries. 

PRE-INCIDENT 

This was the first use ofthe kite tube. The complainant's friend purchased the tube a few 
days earlier in anticipation ofa boating outing. The complainant was the first person to 
use the kite tube. He stated that the owner ofthe boat did view the instructional video 
which came with the kite tube and did provide the complainant with instructions on how to 
work the tube to get it into the air. 

The tube was inflated and attached to the boat at a ski tow attachment tower 
approximately 3 feet above the rear deck ofthe ski boat. The complainant climbed on the 
tube. He was the only rider. The rope which came with the unit was being used and the 
shortest length (beginner's length) was chosen. The boat accelerated to approximately 38 
mph. The complainant began trying to make the tube become airborne. 

The weather was sunny and warm. There was nearly no wind. 

The complainant stated that he had ingested no alcohol and was not taking any 
medication. He is not handicapped. He stated that he is 69 inches tall and weighs 175 
pounds. He stated that he was in good physical shape. He was wearing a life jacket and 
swimming trunks. The complainant has done waterskiing and has used water tubes that 
remain on the surface. He has never used a tube that can go airbome. 

INCIDENT 

The complainant stated that he was able to make the tube fly approximately six feet 
above the water. He was just attempting to figure out how to confrol the tube. He stated 
that suddenly the tube flipped upside down and dumped him into the water. 

The complainant stated that he had no waming of a problem and really had no control of 
the tube. He did not have any time to signal the boat to slow down. He was unaware ofa 
problem until it was too late to do anything. 

POST INCIDENT 

While the boat was tuming around to recover the complainant he noticed that his left 
knee was extremely sore. He stated that he remembered striking the water with his left 
leg first. At that time he felt something break. 

After getting back in the boat he decided not to try any other activities and declined to 
ride the tube again. His left knee was painful and walking was difficult. The operator of 
the boat then allowed another person to drive and tried to use the kite tube. He also was 
dumped into the water from approximately eight feet ofî the water. He was not injured. 
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Upon returning home, the complainant visited his doctor and then an orthopedic surgeon. 
He was diagnosed as having a torn Medial Collateral Ligament in his left knee. Medical 
action is still being discussed. Walking is presentiy painful for the.complainant. 

The kite tube has been returned for a refund as part of a manufacturer recall. According 
to the complainant, it appeared to be undamaged from its use. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 

The complainant stated that the kite tube was a Wego brand kite tube and it was purchased 
over the intemet from Sportstuff, Incorporated, 11213 E. Circle #A, Omaha, NE 68137. 
Model 53-5000. The complainant described the kite tube as approximately 8 to 10 feet 
wide and inflatable. Since the incident, the unit has been returned no photos are available. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Ex. A - Persons interviewed 
Ex. B - Release of Name form. 



260718HCC2690 

EXHIBIT A 

PERSONS INTERVIEWED 

declined to provide the names of other people involved in this incident. Other 
interviews were not possible. 



U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
POBox 531226 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 45253 
513.741-4919 

FAX-513-741-1025 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product 

safety problem. The Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed 

people to share product safety information with us. We maintain a record of this 

information, and use it to assist us in identifying and resolving product safety 

problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and private labelers 

to inform them ofthe involvement of their product in an accident situation. We also 

give tlie information to others requesting information about specific products. 

Manufacturers need the individual's name so that they can obtain additional 

information on the product or accident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom of this page whether you vwll allow 

us to disclose your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will 

of course, honor that request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign 

your name and date the document on the lines provided. 

You are hereby authorized to disclose my name and address 
with the information collected on this case. ' 2 2 /^y^y^-^ ' /^^^T^^^ '^ ,^£^ 

2^2^Z.J^ 

My identity is to remain confidential. 

(Date) 



Doc No: I0670252A Issue: 42 07/17/2006 
07/14/2006 09:59:52 

Incident Description: I was injured this past Sunday (7-9-06) while riding a Kite Tube at Norris Lake in Tennessee. 
During the course of riding the Kite Tube it 
lifted off the water, at which time I lost control ofthe tube itself. The Kite Tube began to swing back and forth then 
flipped over causing 
me to lose my grip on the handles. I was thrown into the water and the next thing I felt was a snap in my left knee. 
I have been seen by 
an orthopedic surgeon here locally in Cincinnati (Beacon Orthopedics), had X-rays and and MRI, and discovered I 
suffered a torn Medial 
Collateral Ligament in my left knee. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 39 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 7-9-06 
Producrt involved = Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Unkonwn 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = 
Product involved still available = No 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 
Date product purchased = 
Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only 





1. Task Number 

060721HWE5466 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 08 

2. Investigator's ID 

8232 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 30 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC unknown 

A 37-year-old female sustained fractured her ribs and vertebra while riding a kite tube towed by a motor boat. 
The boat was traveling at approximately 30 MPH when the kite tube became airborne 5 to 10 feet above the water. 
The kite tube suddenly inverted and slammed the victim into the water. The victim was transported to a trauma hospital 
and was hospitalized for four days. The victim was wearing a life jacket. Drugs and alcohol were not involved. 
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COMMENTS;. 
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7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

8. City 

LAKE OWYHEE 

9. State 

OR 

10A. First Product 
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 
WEGO 

10C. Model Number 
UNKNOWN 

IOD. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSTUFF INC. 
Omaha, NE 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
37 

13. Sex 
2 - Female 

14. Disposition 
4 - Hospitalized 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
57 - Fracture 

16. Body Part(s) 
Involved 

31-UPPER TRUNK 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

1 7 / 2 

20. Attachment(s) 
2 - Documents 

21. Case Source 
05 - Newspaper 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes # No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
09/11/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
9021 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 
Topka, Tanya L. 

28. Source Document Number 
N0670527A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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The victim and her husband were the respondents. Additional infonnation was obtained 
from the SherifTs report and the State Marine Board staff. 

Narrative 

This investigation was initiated by the regional office in response to a news report 
regarding a 37 year old female who was hospitalized with injuries sustained when kite 
tube inverted and slammed her abmptly into the water. 

The victim was a healthy active 37 year old female who is married with children. The 
victim is 62 inches tall and weighs approximately 115 pounds. The victim is experienced 
in the use ofwater skis and wake boards. The victim was not using dmgs or alcohol at 
the time ofthe event. The victim was wearing a life jacket when the event occurred. 

Thekite tube was purchased new by the victim's sister's family. The kite tube was 
purchased at the begimiing of summer 2006. Specific details about the exact date and 
location ofthe purchase were not available. The victim's sister's family also own and 
operate the tow boat that was used at the time of the event. The tow boat was a 2005 
model 24 foot long recreational boat that is powered by a 385 horsepower inboard motor. 

The event occurred on a lake located in a state adjacent to the state where the victim and 
her family reside. The lake is formed by a 413 foot high dam located in a high desert 
canyon. The lake is 53 miles long with a surface area of 13,900 acres. The approximate 
elevation of the area surrounding the lake is 4000 feet above sea level. The lake is 
patrolled by the County Sheriffs Department. Public and private campgrounds are 
located around the area surrounding the lake. 

The victim's family and the sister's family were camping at the lake for the third time 
during the 2006 summer season. They used the kite tube on each ofthe camping tiips at 
the lake. The victim rode in the tow boat and watched other family members use the kite 
tube on previous camping trips. 

The victim said that her husband fell off of the kite tube while being towed behind the 
boat on one occasion before the event occurred. She said that the kite tube was not 
airbome at the time he fell. She said that he was not injured. She said that there were no 
other incidents involving the kite tube before the event occurred. 

The event occurred on July 8, 2006 at approximately 7:18 PM. The event occurred 
during daylight under clear conditions. The air temperature was 98 degrees Fahrenheit; 
the water temperature was 79 degrees Fahrenheit. The water surface was choppy with a 
10 to 15 mile per hour wind. 

The victim said that she was using the kite tube for the first time when the event 
occurred. She said that she read the instmctions and was familiar with operation of the 
kite tube from watching other members in the group use the kite tube. The victim said 
that she was riding the kite tube for approximately one minute when the event occurred. 
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The victim said that the boat was towing the kite tube using the tow rope that was 
fiimished with the kite tube. She said that the tow rope was adjusted to the longest 
length. She and her husband could not estimate the length ofthe tow rope. 

The tow boat was driving into the wind when the event occurred. The speed of the tow 
boat was approximately 30 miles per hour. The victim said the kite tube became airborne 
within one minute ofthe beginning of her ride on the kite tube. She said that the kite tube 
was between 5 and 10 feet above the surface ofthe water. She said that she shifted her 
weight forward on the kite tube as per the manufacturer's instructions in an attempt to 
lower the height of the kite tube. 

The victim said that the kite tube did not respond to her effort to lower the height. She 
said the she held her grip tight on the kite tube to avoid falling off. She said that the kite 
tube inverted without waming and abmptly slammed her down onto the surface of the , 
water. i 

The victim complained about intense pain in her back when the tow boat retrieved her 
fi-om the water. The family requested emergency assistance when the boat retumed to the 
boat dock. A local ambulance was summoned. Paramedics evaluated the victim's 
injuries and summoned a helicopter ambulance to transport the victim to a frauma 
hospital. The victim was transported by air approximately 50 miles to the hospital. 

The event was investigated by the County Sheriff s Marine pafrol. The Sheriffs Deputy 
interviewed the victim's family and witnesses. The State Marine Board collected reports 
from the Sheriffs Department and the boat operator. The Marine Board did not conduct 
an independent investigation. A Marine Board staff member said that there was no 
evidence of any safety violations and no fault in the operation ofthe boat. Copies ofthe 
official reports are attached to this report as exhibits. 

The victim was hospitalized for four days following the event She said that she 
sustained three fractured ribs and two fractured vertebras in her mid back. She said that 
one vertebra fracture was a compression fracture. The victim was still recovering from 
her injuries at the time of this investigation 

The victim's husband said that he contacted the kite tube manufacturer by telephone after 
the event. He said that he was instmcted to submit the information in writing. He said 
that he submitted a detailed report to the manufacturer by email. He said that the 
manufacturer had not responded to his email at the time of this investigation 

Product Identification 

Brand: Wego 

Manufacturer: Sports Stuff Inc. 



060721HWE5466 page 3 

The brand and manufacturer were obtained from the Sheriffs report. The investigating 
officials did not identify the model number or serial number ofthe kite tube. 

The victim said that the kite tube was purchased new by her sister's family at the 
beginning ofthe 2006 summer season. Specific product identification and history 
information was not available. Photographs ofthe kite tube were not available. The 
owner ofthe kite tube did not respond to requests for an interview to provide additional 
information about the kite tube. 

The kite tube was towed behind a 27 foot long recreational boat powered by an inboard 
motor. The kite tube was connected to the boat with the tow rope that was part ofthe 
original equipment flunished with the kite tube. The length ofthe tow rope was not 
available. The victim and her husband said that the tow rope was adjusted to its 
maximum length at the time of the event 

Attachments 

Exhibit # 1: Sheriff s Report (2 pages) 

Exhibit # 2: Marine Board Report (2 pages) 

Exhibit # 3: Victim's Statement (1 page) 
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Contact Sheet 

Victim: 
Husband: 

Interviewed by telephone 8/31/06 

State Official: Ashley Massey 
Oregon State Marine Board 
435 Commercial Street 
Salem, OR 97309 
(503)378-2623 

Contacted in person: 07/26/2006 

The victim's husband contacted the manufacturer by telephone and email 
after the event occurred. A copy ofthe husband's email message to the 
manufacturer was requested but not received. The CPSC investigator did 
not contact the manufacturer as part ofthis investigatioa 

The State Marine Board did not conduct an independent investigation ofthis 
event. The Marine Board relied on information collected by the Sheriffs 
Department. 



Task Number: _060721HWE5466 

Date: 09/08/06 

Status of Missing Document(s) 

The official records below were requested for this investigation report, but could not be 
obtained. 

1. husband's correspondence with the manufacturer 

3. 

4. 
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060609HCC1577 

a Office Code 

810 
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YR IVIO DAY 

2006 06 04 

2 Investigator's ID 

9052 

5 Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 ,14 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 28-year-old male was riding a kite tube when it started to go out of control. He jumped off of it but was hit by the 
tube and knocked unconscious. He was immediately helped out ofthe water. He gained consciousness by the 
time the medical personnel arrived. He was treated at a hospital. He has since recovered. 
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11A Second Product 

0 

118. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 
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28 
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13. Sex 
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18. Type of Investigation 

I - On-Site 

21. Case Source 
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15. Injury Diagnosis 
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Information contained in this report was obtained from a telephone conversation with the 
complainant and from an on-site visit with the complainant's wife. 

The victim in this incident was a 28-year-old male, the complainants' son. According to 
the complainant, the victim is in good health and has no mental or physical disabilities. 
He weighs approximately 152 pounds and is five feet, eight inches tall. The victim grew 
up around the water and was familiar with boating and boating activities. He has always 
been very athletic and has participated in many water sports through the years. 

The complainant was the operator ofthe boat at the time ofthe incident. He has operated 
boats and been involved in waters sports for many years. He was familiar with the boat 
and how to tow someone behind the boat. The complainant stated that there was no 
alcohol or drugs involved during this incident. This was a family outing with members of 
his family and some ofthe victim's friends. 

The product involved was a kite tube. The victim had purchased the kite tube online 
from ebay.com. The complainant stated the kite tube was new and was still in the 
packaging box when the victim received it. The tow rope for the kite tube came with the 
kite tube. It was also brand new and in very good shape. According to the complainant, 
the victim read all the instructions and wamings that were on the package and the product 
before he used the kite tube. 

The day before the incident, the victim and some of his friends tried out the kite tube. 
They used it a few times and realized it can suddenly get out of control and swing 
sideways very fast and then crash down into the water. The victim and his friends told 
the complainant that they found it safer to jump off of the kite tube into the water when it 
started to fly erratically. The victim told each ofthe riders to hold up both hands in the 
water after they jumped off to signal to the people in the boat that they were alright. This 
signal allowed the driver ofthe boat to know the rider was alright and did not need 
immediate assistance. 

On the day ofthe incident, the victim had some friends and his girlfriend over to ride the 
kite tube. The complainant's wife stated that the weather was warm and clear and there 
was little wind, if any. The weather report for the day ofthe incident showed the 
temperature was approximately 87 degrees Fahrenheit. It was a clear day with no 
precipitation. The wind was in a westerly direction at approximately 12 miles per hour. 
They had started riding the kite tube around 10:00 am in the moming and then stopped 
for lunch. They took turns allowing each one to ride the kite tube. 

After lunch, the complainant went out on the boat with the victim, the victim's girlfriend, 
the victim's two friends, his daughter and her husband and his granddaughter. The 
complainant was the operator ofthe boat while the victim and his friends took turns 
riding on the kite tube. 

http://ebay.com


060609HCC1577 -2-

According to the instructions that accompanied the kite tube, the operator ofthe boat 
starts out slowly and then picks up speed to make the kite tube fly in the air. The 
complainant stated he was very cautious ofthe kite tube and would only go the speed that 
it took to lift the kite tube in the air. If he saw there was a problem with the kite tube, he 
would throttle down (slow down the boat speed) to try to get the kite tube back in confrol. 
The victim and his friends rode the kite tube a few times before the incident. 

The victim was wearing a bathing suit and a life vest when he attempted to ride the kite 
tube with the complainant at the wheel ofthe boat. The complainant stated he started 
slowly and accelerated very slowly only to the point that was needed to lift the kite tube 
in the air. He estimated that he was going approximately 25 to 35 miles per hour. As the 
victim was riding the kite tube, the complainant saw that the kite tube was starting to get 
out of confrol. He explained that he saw the kite tube start to swerve from side to side 
like a kite without a tail. The complainant immediately slowed down the boat. At the 
same time, the victim felt that the kite tube was going out of confrol, so he attempted to 
jump into the water rather than stay on the kite tube and crash into the water with the kite 
tube. 

When the victim jumped off the kite tube on the left side, the kite tube suddenly swung to 
the left and hit him, knocking him unconscious. When he hit the water, he was 
unconscious. • . 

The victim's girlfriend saw that the victim was not lifting both his arms out ofthe water 
after he landed in the water, so she had the complainant immediately tum the boat around 
to help the victim. When the boat got to the victim, they saw him floating face down in 
the water. 

His two friends, along with the complainant's son-in-law jumped out ofthe boat and 
tumed the victim over. The complainant estimated that the victim was in the water for 
less than one minute before the victim's friends jumped in to help him. They were able 
to get the victim back on the boat, but he was still unconscious. One friend disconnected 
the kite tube from the boat and stayed in the water with the kite tube while the 
complainant called 911. The complainant asked the emergency personnel to meet him at 
their home which was the closest place to meet. The complainant drove the boat to the 
dock behind his home to meet with the emergency personnel. While driving back to the 
dock, the victim's friends tried to help the victim bring up the salt water he had 
swallowed while in the water. He gagged some and threw up a lot ofwater. 

By the time the complainant got back to the dock behind his house, the victim was 
starting to come to. The emergency personnel arrived and gave the victim oxygen. The 
victim was taken to the hospital where he was kept over night to receive oxygen and to be 
monitored for any other problems from the incident. 
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The complainant's wife stated the victim was released from the hospital the next day and 
has since recovered from this incident. 

The complainant related that the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
investigated this incident. The complainant was told that since he was the operator ofthe 
boat at the time ofthe incident, he was responsible for the incident. He was issued a 
waming for careless operation. 

The complainant stated the instmctions for the kite tube indicated that the boat had to 
slowly speed up in order for the kite tube to become airbome. If he had operated the boat 
at a lower speed, the kite tube would not have gone into the air as it was designed to do. 
However, according to the Florida Fish and Wildlife officer, he was operating the boat 
carelessly by going at a speed that was unsafe for the rider. 

The complainant added that there is absolutely no confrol for either the operator ofthe 
boat or for the rider when the kite tube is in the air. The kite tube is like flying a kite 
without a tail. The kite tube can fly fine for a while but there is no way of knowing when 
it will start to sway from side to side or crash into the water similar to a kite without a 
tail. The complainant stated he will never have a kite tube attached to his boat ever 
again. He believes the kite tube is a dangerous product because there is no way to control 
it. He added there were many wamings on the kite tube but there was no waming about 
not having any confrol when the kite tube is in the air. 

The complainant related that the victim packed the kite tube back in the box and sold it 
online on ebay.com. 

The officer with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission who issued the 
waming to the complainant was contacted. He stated this was a new water sport this 
year. He related the boat operator is still responsible for what happens when he is towing 
someone behind boat. Since someone was injured, the boat operator was issued a 
waming for careless operation ofthe boat. A copy ofthe accident investigation was 
requested but was not received. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION: 

The product involved was a Wego kite tube. It is a circular tube that when blown up, 
becomes the kite tube. It is red, yellow and black in color. The manufacturer is 
Sportstuff Inc, 12213 E. Circle, #A, Omaha, NE. There is a clear plastic near the top of 
the kite tube that is a window for the rider. It was made for one rider. 

SAMPLE: 

None collected. 

http://ebay.com
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ATTACHMENTS: 

Attachment 1 - Missing Document Form 
Attachment 2 - Authorization for Release of Name 
Attachment 3 - Identification of Contacts 



Task Number: 060609HCC1577 

Date: 7/11/06 

Status of Missing Document(s) 

The official records below were requested for this investigation report, but could not be 
obtained. 

1. Copy of Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission's accident report 

2. ' 

3. 

4. 

5. 



U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting infonnation about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

(Date) 

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site; http;//www.cpsc.gov 

http://www.cpsc.gov
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IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS: 

FL 33785 -̂  1(11 iMiiipBBPlWl'' 'fl^ contacted by telephone. 
2. Linda Newton, complainant's wife 

Beach, FL 33785 ̂ I^MMIftoiO - contacted on site. 
3. Officer Richard Schesaho, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission, Division of Law Enforcement, Boating Safety Section, 620 
South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399 (850) 488-4676 - contacted by 
telephone. 
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If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make conceming your attached report, please make them in the space 
below. 

he mami-kdwirt iram^ ^̂  

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any 
changes, additions, or comments I have made) is accurate to the best 
of my knowledJ 

* * 

r - - - 1 

I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public. 
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810 
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2006 09 17 

2. Investigator's ID 

9052 

5. Date Initiated 
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2006 09 25 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A four-year-old male, who was riding in a towing tube behind a boat that was going less than 10 mph, was suffocating 
when his whole body became wedged in between the blow up part of the tube and the lining that surrounds the tube. 
He was hospitalized ovemight and has since fully recovered. 
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FL 
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17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

2 - Telephone 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

V° 
20. Attachment(s) 
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27. Distribution 
Topka, Tanya L.; Putz, Scott W.; Gabriel, Susan S. 

28. Source Document Number 
I0690363A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for Use Thru 11/30/2006 OMB No. 3041-0029 



060922CBB1806 -1-

Information contained within this report was obtained from a telephone conversation with 
the complainant (mother of victim). The towing tube involved in this incident was 
destroyed. Efforts to find an exemplar model at several Target stores were unsuccessful. 

The victim ih this incident was a four and one-half year old male. According to the 
complainant, the victim weighs about 40 pounds and is 42 inches tall. She related that he 
was larger than most four-year-old males. He is in good health and has no mental or 
physical disabilities. 

The product involved was a towing tube attached to the back of a boat by a towing rope. 
The complainant stated she purchased the towing tube from a local Target store during 
the Labor Day weekend. The towing tube was on sale because it was a seasonal item. 

The towing tube came in a box. The complainant stated that she read all the instmctions 
and warnings on the box and on the towing tube itself She added that she and her family 
have grown up near the waterways in Florida and was very familiar with boating 
activities and towing tubes. 

She selected this towing tube because it had a lining all around the tube allowing the 
victim to sit in the middle ofthe tube. Her son would be able to sit in the middle ofthe 
towing tube while being towed behind the back ofthe boat. 

On September 17, 2006 in the aftemoon, the complainant prepared to take the victim out 
on the towing tube. This was the first time the towing tube was used. The victim had his 
bathing suit on and she put a life vest on him. The temperature was recorded as 87.1 
degrees Fahrenheit with 49 percent humidity. It was mostiy cloudy with winds from the 
east at 9.2 miles per hour. 

The complainant put the victim in the towing tube and was in a small boat with five other 
adults. The towing rope was tied to a small tab attached to the outside lining ofthe 
towing tube: The boat was on a small creek near the complainant's home. The driver of 
the boat was going less than ten miles per hour when they were pulling the towing tube 
with the victim in the middle ofthe tube. The tube was approximately ten feet behind the 
boat. 

They had been towing the victim in the towing tube for about five minutes when they 
could no longer see the victim in the towing tube. The driver ofthe boat immediately 
stopped the boat and several of them pulled the rope for the towing tube closer to the 
boat. They did not see the victim in the towing tube, so they started looking in the water 
for him. The water was dark and murky, so it was difficult to find anything in the water. 

Approximately three to four minutes later, the complainant's brother decided to look in 
the towing tube again. This time, he discovered the victim had slid under the blow up 
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part ofthe tube between the lining and the tube. His whole body was wedged between 
the lining and the bottom ofthe blow up part ofthe tube. 

He immediately pulled the victim out from the towing tube and into the boat. The victim was 
unresponsive and not breathing. The adults on the boat performed CPR and called 911. 
The victim started breathing again but was very weak. He was taken to the hospital 
where he stayed ovemight for observation. He was discharged the next day and has since 
recovered from this incident. He suffered no permanent damage. 

The complainant stated the victim was without air for approximately three to five 
minutes. She stated they lost precious time while looking for the victim in the water 
rather than rescue him from the towing tube. She emphasized that when they looked at 
the towing tube the first time, there was no sign ofthe victim in the tube. She never 
thought to look between the lining and the blow up part ofthe tube. There was no such 
waming on the packaging box or the towing tube. 

The victim told the complainant that he had his hands down on the lining and was trying 
to move around to get better seated on the lining when his hands were sucked undemeath 
the blow up part ofthe tube. He could not stop his whole body from being sucked under 
after his hands went between the lining and the blow up part ofthe tube. 

The complainant related that there are handles on the top ofthe blow up part ofthe 
towing tube but the victim could not reach the handles. 

After the victim recovered from this incident, the victim and his father drove over the 
towing tube with the father's tmck and destroyed the towing tube. The remnants ofthe 
towing tube were thrown away in the trash. 

Visits to several local Target stores were made to purchase an exemplar model ofthe 
towing tube but none were found. The complainant stated it was a seasonal item that was 
on sale when she purchased it during the Labor Day weekend. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION: 

The complainant stated the towing tube was a SportsStuff Outiaw 52" towing tube. It 
was triangular in shape. The lining completely covered the blow up part ofthe tube 
making it completely covered on the bottom, so someone could sit in the middle ofthe 
tube. She stated there were two handles on each side ofthe tube. There was a tab about 
four inches long attached to the lining that was fof the towing rope. The complainant 
related that there were several wamings on the packaging box and on the towing tube 
itself 

The towing tube was purchased from a local Target store on sale. It was a seasonal item 
and was on sale because it was the end ofthe season. 
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ATTACHMENTS: 

Attachment 1 - Photograph ofthe outiaw towing tube from website 
Attachment 2 - Identification of Contacts 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF TOWING TUBE FROM WEBSITE 

Photo 1 - View ofthe towing tube 

Photo 2 - View ofthe packaging box for the towing tube 
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IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS: 
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Incident Description: My 41/2 year old son was sucked inside the lining ofthe Outlaw towable tube made by Super 
Stuff. We purchased the 52"version. He became lodged inside and we were 
unable to see him. We spent valuable time looking for him in the water when all the while he was inside the tube 
lining. My son was blue and non responsive when we pulled 
him out. We had to perform mouth to mouth to bring him back. 
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Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Jacksonville fiorida 
Product involved still available = Yes 
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Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only 
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INCIDENT REPORT 

The 42-year-old victim had been water skiing, tubing and boating for over 10 years. He 
was a water enthusiast and interested in the latest water recreational products on the 
market but was not a high risk taker. 

In January, 2006, the victim and his 44-year-old male friend went with their wives to an 
area boat show. At the show, they saw a product called the kite tube which was ten feet 
in diameter. The friend stated that until now they had been on tubes up to five feet in 
diameter. They viewed a video tape ofthe kite tube which showed it in the air about five 
to ten feet off the water while it was being towed by the boat. They talked with the sales 
representative who stated that you only have to go 26 mph to get the kite tube to lift off 
the water. The victim thought the kite tube looked like fiin and easy to do. Based on the 
video, the victim decided to order one to use in the upcoming summer. He purchased it 
for about $460 at the boat show discount and it was shipped to him by the end of May, 
2006. Following and attached as Exhibit "A" is a picture ofthis kite tube. 

'•\ ' ^ W / i ^ ^ i L ; ^ . 

On June 23, 2006, the victim went on vacation with the same friend who had been at the 
boat show with him as well as another friend who was 45-years-old along with all of their 
families. They stayed at a resort on a lake so that they could fish, ski and go tubing. The 
victim brought the kite tube along with him as well as the new 60 foot tow rope which 
came with it. The victim told his friends that he viewed the kite tube video and read the 
product literature prior to leaving home. His friends asked if the victim had brought the 
video along as they wanted to see it, but the victim had left all ofthe product literature at 
home. 

On June 24", the victim and his two friends decided to try the kite tube out for the first 
time. As the two friends were blowing up the kite tube with a compressor, they read the 
warnings printed on the tube. They attached the tow rope to the back ofthe boat and 
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towed the kite tube behind the victim's boat. The victim and his two friends rode the kite 
tube separately wearing life jackets. They stood or knelt in the foot pockets and grabbed 
the handles on the kite tube. None of them had any prior experience with this size of 
tube. The closest size they had ridden on was a five foot diameter tube. While one was 
tubing the other two were in the boat driving and spotting. As they took off, the rider 
would pull on a rope attached to the front middle ofthe tube to lift the front ofthe kite 
tube so that water would not get into the tube. After that, the rider would pull on the kite 
tube handles to lift the front ofthe tube up so that it could get air to lift off the water. The 
victim and his two male friends each tried once riding on the kite tube but could not get 
the tube to lift off of the water at a speed of 25 mph as recommended. The front ofthe 
kite tube would rise off of the water but the back end would drag on top ofthe water. 
There were no falls on this day. 

Both ofthe victim's friends remarked that it was very difficult to hold onto the handles 
for very long as your arms and legs would tire easily. They also noted that they had no 
control ofthe kite tube. The front end ofthe tube would rise up as the boat accelerated 
and would come down when the boat slowed down. They stated that they were just 
holding on and were at the mercy ofthe wind and the driver. 

On the following day, they were talking about the kite tube and thought perhaps they 
needed a bigger boat and motor to get the kite tube to lift off the water as they were larger 
guys. The 42-year-old victim was 6' 1" and 225#, the 44-year-old friend was 6' 1" and 
205# and the 45-year-old friend was 5'8" and 150#. 

On June 26' at about 8:00 PM, the victim and his two friends decided to try the kite tube 
out again using his 44-year-old friend's boat which was a 1991 VIP Model SK8 with an 
Evinmde 150hp motor. The friend who was the owner ofthe boat attached the tow rope 
at the 60 foot length and drove the boat. The 45-year-old friend was the spotter and the 
victim was the rider. As they started out in front of their cabin, the friends noted that the 
lake was like glass and there was no breeze. 

Traveling from the cabin to the end ofthe lake took less than a minute. During this time, 
they were able to get the kite tube to lift off the water about two to three feet for about 
five seconds going at a speed of 30-35 mph. Any less speed and the tube would not lift 
off the water. The friend who was driving stated that he was constantiy adjusting the 
speed ofthe boat to get the kite tube in the air. As the rider pulled on the handles which 
lifted the front ofthe tube in the air, the tube would catch some air and lift off the water. 
When the tube was three feet off the water, the driver would try to maintain the speed of 
the boat and as the tube started to descend to the water, the driver would increase the 
speed. Both the driver and spotter related that while the tube was in the air, they were 
unable to see the victim on the tube. They noted that the tube has a plastic window that 
in theory allows the driver to see the rider and vice versa. When the tube is deflated, you 
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can see through the window. But, when the tube is inflated the plastic window 
accumulates condensation, is cloudy and does not allow either party to see each other. 
Therefore, there was no way to communicate between the driver and rider. 

When they reached the end of the lake, the driver slowed the boat down to turn around to 
come back. At this time, the driver asked the victim how the speed was on the first trip 
and the victim responded that the speed was perfect and to drive exactiy the same on the 
way back. As they started out, the kite tube performed the same at about 30-35 mph. It 
lifted off of the water up to three feet and then would come back down. When they were 
about halfway back, the kite tube lifted off ofthe water to four feet, swayed to the right, 
then to the left, then shook, then went back to the right and then came down and hit the 
water. From lift off to touch down took less than five seconds. When the kite tube hit the 
water, the victim was thrown into the water head first. At this point, the spotter told the 
driver, that the victim had fallen off. When the driver mmed around to look, he saw the 
kite tube about 20 feet in the air. The driver turned the boat around and started back to 
the rider. When the boat was within 20 feet ofthe victim, the driver and spotter noticed 
that the victim was not moving. When they came within 10 feet ofthe victim, they 
observed the victim face down in the water. 

The spotter grabbed the life vest ofthe victim and lifted his face out ofthe water. They 
found that the victim was breathing and his lip was bleeding but he was unconscious. 
The driver started to lightiy slap the victim's face to get him to come around but the 
victim did not respond. At this point they yelled to shore to send a boat out to help. 

An emergency medical technician (EMT) happened to be staying at the same resort and 
on shore at the time ofthe incident. He got into his boat and brought additional people 
along to help with the victim. At this same time, someone on shore called "911" for 
assistance. When the EMT arrived at the scene, it took six men to pull the victim out of 
the water and into the boat. By this time, the victim was coming around and could move 
his legs and talked. The victim knew his name and his birthday but did not know what 
had happened. When they came back to shore with the victim, an ambulance arrived 
within two to three minutes. The ambulance took the victim to an area hospital and his 
wife rode along with him. The 44-year-old friend and his wife followed the ambulance to 
the hospital. 

The Sheriff Department was also called to the scene by the "911" call. They briefly 
interviewed the parties involved. Attached as Exhibit "B" is a copy of their call sheet and 
press release on the incident. 

When the victim arrived at the hospital, he was diagnosed with a broken collar bone, a 
lacerated spleen, a bmised liver and a hematoma near his thorax. There were no visible 
signs ofinjury, as the injuries were all internal. As the hospital staff was working on 
draining the fluid from the hematoma, the victim's heart stopped several times. The 
hospital staff restarted the victim's heart on each occasion until it stopped at 1 ;00 AM on 
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June 27"^ and they were unable to restart it. The hospital noted the cause of death to be 
cardiac arrest. 

The Vilas County Coroner was called to the hospital and an autopsy was scheduled for 
the following day. The coroner noted the death to be accidental and the cause to be 
exsanguination, severed hepatic artery and blunt force trauma. Attached as Exhibit "C" 
is a copy of the coroner's report. 

Following the death ofthe victim, the county sheriff called the area Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) warden to report the incident as the DNR investigates boating 
deaths. The warden went to the resort and briefly interviewed the 45-year-old friend of 
the victim regarding the incident. To date, the Department of Natural Resources does not 
have a releasable report and it is unknown if there will be a formal report by their office. 

This injury incident was brought to the attention ofthe U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission by a news reporter. This investigator received this assignment on June 28, 
2006 and contacted the Department of Natural Resources warden to obtain additional 
information on the incident. The warden provided the name ofthe victim as well as the 
driver and spotter. 

On June 30*, this investigator conducted an on-site interview with the victim's friends, 
the 44-year-old male driver and the 45-year-old male spotter. Their comments have been 
incorporated into this report. Both ofthe friends stated that upon retuming home from 
the resort, they inspected the kite tube and did not notice any damages or apparent 
equipment failure. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 

The product involved is a Wego Kite Tube, Model 53-5000 that is 10 feet in diameter x 
18" H when inflated and yellow, orange and black in color. The kite tube is pulled 
behind a motor boat and the rider holds onto handles on the top side ofthe tube and puts 
his feet into foot pockets. As the rider pulls on the handles, the front ofthe tube is lifted 
in the air. The air goes underneath the tube causing it to lift off the water. The tube may 
raise straight up or act like a kite swiveling, swooping and turning in the air. The kite 
tube has been known to reach heights of up to 30 feet in the air before coming back down 
to the water. It has a UPC 0 29808 00518 5 and is manufactured in China for: 

SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E CIRCLE STREET, #A 
OMAHA, NE 68137 
(402) 592-9085 
(888) 814-8833 
www.sportsstuff.com 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
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The kite tube is advertised on the Intemet and described as follows: 

Wego Kite Tube 
10ft diameter flying tube. 
Take flight with the WEGO KITE TUBE! The next generation of action towable to 
here, taking you to a whole new level of excitement! Whip across the water like a 
deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird! Experience the thrill of flight as you 
rise above the water, reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing but adrenaline in 
your wake! The level of extreme sport has been raised with the WEGO KIT TUBE. 
Anything else is beneath it 
Model 53-5000 Sug. Retail: S599.95 

The kite tube has the following features: 

120 inch inflated diameter (10 feet) with slanted saucer configuration. 
840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating. 
Computerized double stitched sewing. 
Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 
Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked. 
Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit. 
Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick 
connection. 
Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation. 
Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for 
comfortable foot, knee, and leg use. 
8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard. 
Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls. 
Reflective Safety Piping on all handles and on the outside top taping. 
Variable loops for detachable leash use. 
Panoramic see through double windows. 
Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included. 
High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with 
checkerboard and caution accent striping 
Instructional DVD, tow rope and starting leash included. 
90 day warranty 

Warnings 

The kite tube has warnings noted in its instmctional DVD, product literature and printed 
directiy on the kite tube top surface. The warnings on the kite tube are reiterated as 
follows: 
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WARNING 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

Not a Lifesaving Device. 
Never Leave Children Unattended. 
Use Only Under Competent Supervision. 
Read the owner's manual carefully before using your Sportsstuff towable. 
Not for use by children under twelve (12) years of age. 
The watercraft driver is responsible for the towable and rider(s) since the 
towable cannot be controlled by the rider(s). The rider(s) may not be able to 
see where he/she is going. 
Always have an experienced operator (driver) at the helm of the watercraft. 
Always have three or more people present for safe tubing: one to drive, one 
to observe, and one or more to ride. 
Observer in the boat should keep the driver aware of the towable rider(s) 
status. 
Always keep a lookout for other watercraft, boats, swimmers, towables, and 
other obstructions in the water. 
Stay away from other boats and personal watercraft, docks, pilings, bridges, 
shallow water, and the shore. 
The watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which 
might cause the towable to flip over, resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
Do not use at speeds that exceed the skills ofthe rider. Never exceed 20 mph 
when towing adults or 15 mph when towing children. 
Use a tow rope specifically designed for towables. 
Never operate the watercraft or ride the towable under the influence of 
alcohol or other drugs. 
Never place wrists or feet through the handles or towing harness. Ensure 
that the tow rope is clear or all body parts prior to or during use. 
Riders should keep arms and feet out ofthe water. 
Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) approved type HI (PFD) ski vest or 
as recommended by proper government authorities. 
Do not Exceed the manufacturer's recommended number of riders for this 
tube. 
Do not u se this unit when it is under-inflated. The risks involved with this 
could include entrapment which may result in death or serious injury. 
Use a tow rope of at least 1500 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling a 
single person, 2375 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 
lbs. average tensile strength for pulling three people, and 4100 lbs average 
tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope 
should be at least 45 feet in length but not exceed 65 feet 
The manufacturer, Sportsstuff, Inc., does not have control over the use of 
this product and assumes no liability therein. Under no circumstances is 
Sportsstuff or the seller liable for any loss, damage, injury, or expenses of 
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any kind arising out of the use of this product. It is the responsibility or the user 
to determine the proper suitability and safety ofthe product during normal use. 
This product is subject to age, wear, and deterioration from the use and weather 
conditions. We strongly recommend that you inspect the product on a regular 
basis. 

102605.02 ITEM NO.: 53-5000 ©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

KITE TUBE BOAT DRIVER 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

Driver should be at least 16 years of age and pass a coast guard aipproved 
boating course. 
Utilize a large, wide angle, rear view mirror (20 inch width) to keep eye on 
Kite elevation. 
Slow speed to reduce height, a sudden gust of wind can send the rider up to 
20 feet high or more in half a second. 
Maintain constant communication with spotter about the Kite tube and its 
performance. 
Adjust boat speed to reduce the height ofthe Kite tube. 
The Kite Tube is unlike any other towable tube. It can sustain flight at 
various heights for long periods of time. 
Wind, boat speed, rider weight, and length of rope are big variables in Kiting 
performance. 
Pay attention and adjust the boat speed frequently to fit the conditions. You 
are the director. 
Never Kite higher than you want the rider to fall, adjust your speed. 
Avoid excessive boat speed at all times. 
Have pre-ride meeting with spotter and rider to discuss the type of ride to be 
given. 
Determine the best conditions for Kite tubing based on rider weight, boat 
speed and wind speed. 
Give-way to all other watercraft, especially sailboats. 
The Kite tube can sustain flight with steady head wind and boat speed. Head 
into the wind. 
Be aware of cross winds and wind gusts. 
Use the large, panoramic window to monitor and communicate with the 
rider. 
Don't gamble with rider safety. Driver must accept 100% responsibility for 
the safety of the rider. 
Instruct the rider to lean back and pull on the leash to keep the nose up until 
the boat and tube plane out. As the boat planes out and the tube rises out of 
the water, there will be almost no drag on the boat. 
Most boating accidents happen in less than 2 seconds. 
Reaction time varies from 120 to 255 feet of boat length. 
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• Do not be in-attentive. Do not let your mind wander. Focus on what you are 
doing. 

• Never use the Kite Tube with wind forces so strong that you are unable to 
maintain control. 

• Don't Kite in electrical storms. 
• The Kite Tube is an air foil of extremely limited capabilities with regard to 

wind and turbulence. 
• Instruct all riders of rules and warnings, plus how to ride. 
• In riding position, the rider and tube are at a 45° angle to the water's surface. 
• Avoid floating objects and all immoveable objects. 
• All riders should be towed at speeds that allow for reasonable control, 
• Avoid submarining the towable when first starting out or on spills. 
• Slow boat down to 5 mph to turn around and pick up the rider. 

In many cases when the rider falls off, the Kite will continue to be airborne. 
• Don't be a gunner, slamming the throttle forward and forgetting about the 

towable and your rider. Focus. 
• In no-wind conditions, use zig-zags, whips, figure eights and circles that the 

Kite tube will Kite in, but remember the Kite tube is designed to Kite into the 
wind. 

• Do not throw away your owner's manual. You must review periodically and 
especially when allowing others to use or borrow your Kite tube. 

• Unlike most towables that ride on the water's surface and have tremendous 
drag, when the Kite Tube is Kiting or flying there is almost no drag and the 
boat has a tendency to go faster, so watch out for this effect (a lot of drag to 
no drag). 

• Don't overload your boat with a lot of passengers. 
• Like many towables, rider balance too far forward can cause towable to nose 

under. This is called submarining. When you start moving forward, make 
sure the rider holds the leash on the tube to help keep the nose up during 
takeoff until the boat reaches planing speed and lift occurs on the Kite tube. 
If the boat driver, spotter and rider are not paying attention, the towable 
could nose in. This causes the submarine effect, which results in the towable 
acting like an anchor. Reduce speed immediately otherwise you will create 
too much drag on the boat and tube, causing something to break. 

• Pay attention when starting out to prevent this effect. Let's say everything 
goes right and the Kite tube and rider are traveling at a sustained height 
above the water and the rider falls off. The Kite might continue its flight or 
crash down into the water. We suggest that you slow the boat down to 5 
mph, otherwise the towable might again act like a submarine, because it is 
upside down or wind conditions have forced it into a weird position where it 
cannot be towed at any speed other than 5 mph. 

• It is the obligation of the boat driver to operate the boat in responsible safe 
manner and not try to "dump the rider". 



IDI 060628CWE5430 

• Experience safe Kiting. 
©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

WARNING 
KITE TUBE RIDER 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

Avoid gusty and cross winds, use in light to moderate steady winds. 
Gusts and cross winds can cause this product to experience sudden changes 
in height or direction. 
Use in at least 6 feet ofwater depth, the higher you Kite, the deeper the water 
should be. 
Never use in shallow waters. 
Boat driver, spotter and rider are all beginners, take it easy, learn in light 
steady wind, start slow. 
Your body weight is a factor on balance and control, shifting helps to control 
kiting (rider is ballast). 
Have pre-ride discussion with rider, driver and spotter. 
Never Kite higher than you're willing to fall. 
Into a steady wind, flight occiirs more easily. 
With the wind, flight is not so easy. 
Based on rider weight, a lighter person will Kite easier than heavier person. 
Do not over-estimate your ability. Kiting takes a practiced level of skill. 
Keep tube's nose up when starting out, pull back on the ball/leash to help 
hold the nose up until the boat reaches planning speed. 
Rider safety is in the hands of the boat driver and spotter. 
Stay 100 yards from shore, avoid other boat traffic, power lines, and other 
immoveable objects. 
Be aware of natural wind breaks and barriers that change the wind flow. 
Use rear transom tow point. Using higher tow point means the Kite can Kite 
higher. 
Maximum 1 rider capacity. 
Do not exceed 200 pound maximum weight or 100 pounds minimum, be at 
least 12 years of age and a height of 5 feet or more. 
Balance to minimize movement while airborne. Too much movement can 
cause the Kite tube to become wobbly and over turn. Maintain a good center 
of gravity. 
10 and 2 o'clock are the best control hand positions. 
Hang time, Kite time, can be 1 second to many minutes. 
Length of hang time depends on the wind, boat speed and rider weight. 
A straight boat heading into the wind creates the optimum Kiting 
performance. 
Ballet performance is what you are looking for (up and down). 
Use the large panoramic window to see the boat and to view rider height. 
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• Force the tube down by pushing your weight down with a swift motion. 
• Use your position within the slotting system cockpit to adjust pitch or the 

angle by which the nose ofthe tube is inclined up or down from the 
horizontal. 

• Use the handles to adjust left to right balance. 
• Utilize a combination of foot and hand positions to accommodate the current 

wind and boat speed conditions. 
• Do not use this tube ifyou are pregnant, could be pregnant, or ifyou have 

neck or back problems. 
• Raise arms above head following a spill to signify to the boat driver and 

spotter that you are okay. 
• A rider that falls or is ejected should try to fall away from the Kite tube. 
• Experience safe Kiting. 

©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

WARNING 
KITE TUBE USE 
Release of Liability: 
By assembling and inflating the Kite Tube, you agree that you have read and 
understand the entire SportsstufTs product manual, including all instructions and 
warnings contained in that material prior to using the Kite Tube. You additionally 
agree that you will ensure any additional or subsequent users ofthe Kite Tube will 
read and understand the entire owner's manuaL Misuse or improper use ofthe 
Kite tube could result in risks, dangers and hazards which may result in serious 
injury or death. The risks and dangers that may be encountered through the 
improper use ofthe Kite Tube can be avoided by reading and following the warning 
guidelines listed within the owner's manual and by proper use of the Kite Tube. 
Your assembly and use ofthis product shall be evidence of your agreement to the 
fullest extent permitted by law, to properly follow the instructions and abide by the 
warnings set forth within the product manual. Your assembly and use ofthe Kite 
Tube shall also constitute a release, to the extent permitted by law, by you and by 
any third party permitted by you to use, in any manner, the Kite Tube, to 
Sportsstuff from any and all liability for any loss, damage, injury and/or expense 
that you or any user ofthe Kite Tube may suffer as a result ofthe use ofthe Kite 
Tube. This release shall extend to any loss, damage, injury or expense due to any 
cause whatsoever, including negligence or breach of contract on the part of 
Sportsstuff and/or any party participating in the design and/or manufacture of the 
Kite Tube. The terms ofthis release shall be effective and binding upon you, your 
heirs, next of kin, executors, administrators, assigns and representatives. Your 
assembly and use ofthe Kite Tube shall constitute your agreement to assume and 
accept any or all known or unknown risks or injury to you and/or to third parties 
through the use ofthe Kite Tube. Sportsstuff and related parties have not made 
and hereby expressly deny any oral or written representation and/or warranty. 
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including warranty for a particular purpose, other than what is set forth herein and 
in the Sportsstuffs Kite Tube manuaL 
110806.03 ©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit "A" - Pictures and photographs ofkite tube as well as the boat used to pull the 
kite tube the day ofthe incident. 

Exhibit "B" - Sheriffs department call sheet and press release. 

Exhibit "C" - Coroner's report. 

Exhibit "D" - Authorization to Not Release Name forms. 

Exhibit "E" - Contact List 



Tue Jun 27 01:05:06 CDT 2006 L Scarcelli 
Traci England, medical examiner from Oneida, calling to request our coroner. 
Tue Jun 27 01:05:19 CDT 2006 A Mattke 
Paged 249 P Tirpe. Also notified C161 M Sealauider and 210 D Gardner. 202 J 
Path notified. 
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Sportsstuff, Inc. Internet site. 

IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Model 53-5000 -
Purchased by victim. 

IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Model 53-5000 -
Purchased by victim. - Photograph shows plastic window for rider and driver to 
view each other. 



roi 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - 1991 VIP 17 foot SK8 boat with an 150 hp 
Evinrude motor that pulled the Wego Kite Tube the day of the incident. 

roi 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - 1991 VIP 17 foot SK8 boat with an 150 hp 
Evinrude motor that pulled the Wego Kite Tube the day ofthe incident - Arrow 
points to where tow rope was attached. 
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PRESS RELEASE 

For Immediate Release 

For more information contact; 
John Niebuhr, Sheriff 
715-479-4441 

David Gardner, Lieutenant 

Boating Accident - Fatality 

June 27, 2006 

VCSD Case No. 06-006594 

St. Germain, WI, June 26, 
8:07 PM, the Vilas Counts 
medical assistance atl 
boating accident on I*' 

2006 --On Monday, Jiine 26, 2006, at approximately 
Sheriff's Department received a call requesting 

The caller stated a 
iermaxn Lake had occurred and one person was 

injured. St. Germain Rescue, Plum Lake 91 and Med 5 were dispatched to the 
scene. The injured party was transported to Howard Yo\ang Medical Center for 
treatment and was later pronoimced dead. The name of the deceased is being 
withheld pending notification of family. 

The accident is under investigation by the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources, Vilas County Sheriff's Department and Vilas County Coroner's Office. 

Lt. David Gardner 
Tuesday, June 27 02:19:00 CST 2006 



07/05/06 
10:25 

Vilas County Sheriff's Department 
CAD Master Call Table: 

279 
Page: 1 

Long-Term Call ID: 150473 
Active Call: Nature: Boat/Water Acci Type: Ife Priority: 2 

Address; 
Zones: 

City: SG St Germain 
Alarm Number: 

-t-- Complainant: 
Lst 
Adr 
Cty 
Tel 
Alrt: 

74412 

New Berlin 

Est: Sandra 

S T : ^ Zip: 53151 
Cell Race: W Sex: F Prev Calls: 

Mid: M 
DOB: 08/17/61 
SSN: - -

Wants: Adr: 

Contact: Sandy 
Address: 
Info: (See below) 

How Rcvd: W Wireless 911 
Rcvd by: A Mattke 

Hid Until: 06:00:00 06/27/06 

Tel: (262)565-3893 

Occurred between: 20:07:11 06/26/06 
and: 20:07:11 06/26/06 

When Rptd: 20:07:11 06/26/06 

INVOLVEMENTS: 
Type 
LW 
EM 
FR 
NM 
NM 
NM 
NM 
NM 
VH 

Call 

Record # 
06-006594 
06-01209 
06-0294 

74417 
74418 
74419 
74420 
74412 
29071 

Date 
06/26/06 
06/26/06 
06/26/06 
/ / 
/ / 
/ / 
/ / 
/ / 
/ / 

Taker Comments: 

Description 
Boat/Water Acci 
Boat/Water Acci 
Boat/Water Acci 
Bykowski, Gregory L 
Bykowski, Stephane L 
Kunidza, Robert A 
Roadt, James M 
Ethier-Roadt, Sandra M 
1991 VIP SK 18 WI 

Relationship 
•Initiating Call 
•Initiating Call 
•Initiating Call 
Deceased 
Wife 
Boat Driver 
Spotter 
•CoTt5)lainant 
Boat Involved 

Boat accident, one injury. Complainant does not Icnow what happened, a boat was 
sent out to see what happened. Everyone is.out of the water. 

Male subject around 40 YOA was on a Kite Tube and was somehow injured. 
Complaining of back and shoulder pain and possible head injury. 

20:32:32 06/26/06 - P Popp 
This was a tubing accident. 

- From: D Gardner 

Mon Jun 26 20:33:32 CDT 2006 A Mattke 
Transported to HYMC, MED5 paged for intercept 
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VILAS COUNTY CX)R<»»ER'S DEATH REPORT 

DECEASED NAME: 

I was contacted by the Vilas County Sheriff's Department to respond to 
a death at the Howard Young Medical Center Emergency Room. Upon my 
arrival I met with the ER physcian. Dr. Mark Richards who advised me that 
the deceased had been brought to Howard Young following a tubing accident 
in St. Germain. He advised me that the deceased had been alert and 
oriented and that following his return from the CT scanner, the deceased 
suddenly crashe^an^that a code ensued. Dr. Richards stated that they 
had coded Mr. H ^ ^ ^ l for almost 2 hours before declaring him dead. Dr. 
Richards stated that the CT appeared to show a small laceration to the 
spleen and bruising to the liver with a small' amount of blood in the 
cavity. According to Dr. Richards the deceased also had a left 
pneumothorax that was reduced,with a chest tube and a pulmonary contusion. 

Following this I met with 
(1 l/^/61^rfho was the driver of the boat that was towing Mr.| 
Mr .HHHili stated that he was towing Mr.^B|MWBio^ ^ "kite tub" around 
Little St. Germain Lake and had a spotter, Mr. ̂ ^ • ^ ^ • H ir^h^rear of 
the boat watching Mr.l^lH^Hon the tube. According to M r . ^ • • H they 
were traveling between 40 and 45mph and that the tube was bouncing off the 
water approx. 2' into the air and then back down onto the water, 

M r . ^ m m s t a t e d that Mr. ̂ ^ ^ | informed him that M r H H H H I ^ a < ^ 
fallen off cj^^h^tube and then they turned the boat bacl^^^iere they 
thought Mr.lBHBBBwas to.pick him up. According to Mz^^^^^^lwhen 
they a p p r o a c h e ^ M ^ V m ^ m i J H H H H told him that Mr.||H|^^Hwas 
lying face down in th^?ate^ancn?ac^iot. given him th^jOTC^sign. Mr. 
•••••then came to assist Mr^^^^Hin rolling Mr.^^^HHI ove^onto 
h^^^ack. As they rolled Mr^^•^^^•|over he noted^ha^M^ ^ ^ ^ H H had 
"snoring" respirations. Mr. |^^^^^^(ated t h a ^ M T i H H H H - °̂̂ 5 wearing 
a life vest but was to heavy for him and MrJHJ^Hto get into the boat by 
themselves. ^^'HHIiiilH^"^ Mr.^^^^|stated calling for help and some 
bystanders oi^h^^hore came out in their boat and assist^^^^l^^ 
getting Mr. |H|HP|^^<='^ î ô the boat and to shore, MrBBBBWistated 
that by the tini^tne arrived at the shore and called 911 that Mr. 
was beginning to regain consciousness. M r s . m U H H stated that the 
deceased had no significant medical history and was on no prescription 
medications. 

At this point I advised M r s | H H ^ | that I would be requesting an 
autopsy be done and that I wouldspeak with her following the autopsy, I 
then proceeded to take Mr. H|||||||||||m into my care and setup an autopsy to 
be done that day at the Fond du Lac County Medical Examiner's Office. I 
also released the deceased for skin and bone donation at the wife's 
request. i also spoke with Warden Selander regarding the incident. 
Following this I transported the deceased to the Fond du Lac County Medical 
Examiner's Office in Fond du Lac for the autopsy. 

See Page 3 
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V I I A S COUNTY CORONER'S REPORT 

Name of Deceased 

Address: 

Date of Death: 06/27/06 

DOB: 10-15-1963 G0#:06-006594 

Delafield,. WI 53018 Age: 42 

Time of Death: Pron. 0050 

D.A. Notified: YES Date: 06/27/06 Time: 0830 

Reported By: vilas Sheriff's office per request of HYMC ER Staff 

Time reported: 0106 Doctor: 

Cause of Death A. Exsanguination 

B. Severed Hepatic Artery 

C. Blvmt Force Trauma 

Natural; Suicide: Homicide: Accidental: X 

Date of Incident: 06/26/06 
Location: 
Township 

Time of Incident: 2005hrs 
Little St. Gerra.ain Lake, St. Germain, 

Autopsy performed By: Dr. Kelley 

Funeral Director: Church and Chapel Funeral Service 

' DESCRIPTION OP BODY 

Sex: Male Race: White Height:6'X" Weight: 22 6 Eyes: Hazel 
Hair: Blonde Personal Effects: Silver Colored band on left ring finger. 

Left with body at Fond du Lac Medical Examiner. 

Tratoma: See autopsy report 

Specimens Taken: Blood, Usual autopsy specimens 

Photos: Autospy 

Investigated by: 249 Tirpe, Warden Selander 
Next-of-Kin^^^^^^^^^H^^ Wife Notified: By HYMC ER Staff 
Address: Seoiie Phon< 
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VILAS COUNTY CORONER'S DEATH REPORT 

DECEASED NAME: 

Page 3 

Dr. Kelley the Fond du.Lac County Medical Examiner performed the autopsy 
and noted that a large quanity of blood was found in the abdominal cavity. 
He proceeded to explore the cavity and foundl that a hepatic artery had 
been severed. Dr. Kelley also noted that there were posterior rib 
fractures on the left side indicating a substantial amount of force had 
been transfered to the body when the deceased struck the water. 

Following the autopsy I advised Mrs. |||^^^^^|by phone of the results of 
the autopsy and answered what guestions she had. I then released the 
deceased to the funeral home for final disposition at the request of the 
family 

Signed: 

Tirpe - Coroner 



U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON. DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AITTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting infonnation on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concerned pet^le to share 
proffaict safety infonnation with us. We maintain a record ofthis infoimaiioo, and use it to 
assist us cn identifying and resolving product safety problenos. 

We routinely forward this information to manu^turers and distiibutors to inf<Hin them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
otheis lequestirig information about spedfic products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incideni ^tuation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. If yoii request that your name remain confidential, we wilt of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicaied your preference, please sign your name and dale the 
document on the lines provided. 

Z^Z :^ 

CPSC HoBine: 1.a00-e3»-CPSC(2772) M CPSC's W * Slie: hm>;ffliiww,C(BCO(W 



U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON. DC 20207 

V. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting infonnation on a potential pnxhict safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Conunission depends on concemed people to share 
product safisty information with us. We miuntain a record ofthis infonnatioii, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety proUems. 

We routindy forwaid this tnfiMrmation to manufacturers and distributors to infoim them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting infonnation about qjeciiic products or bazaids. Manufactuieis may need 
tbe individual's name so that t h ^ can obtain additional infonnation on the product or 
incident situatioiL 

Would you please indicate on tbe bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain coofidential, we wiU of course, hon<» that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, jdease sign your name aod daic fte 
document an the lines provided. 

" ^ S 0 NO 

\ 

1-L, Di. 

(Date) 

CPSC Hoaine: 1-a»638^PSC(2772) H CPSC* W * Ste: hHjrJhwiw.cpse.go» 
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VICTIM 

CONTACT LIST 

er of boat and driver 

JefF Dautermann - Warden 
Michael Sealander - Warden 
Chris Spaight - Warden 
Department of Natural Resources 
223 E. Steinfest Road 
Antigo, Wl 54409 
(715)623-4190 

Vilas County Sheriffs Department 
330 Court Street 
Eagle River, Wl 54521 
(715)479-4441 

Paul Tirpe, Coroner 
Vilas County Coroner 
29 forest Drive 
Manitowish Waters, WI 54545 
(715)543-2232 
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Kite tube death in St. Germain, Wl 
X 

Victim: 42-year-old male from Delafield, Wl vacationing in St. Germain, Wl 
Incident Date & Time: 6/26/06 at 8:05 PM 
Kite Tube model: Unknown (I have call into DNR warden that investigated.) 
Where purchased: Unknown 
Incident: Victim was riding a kite tube behind a 17 ft. 150 hp boat with an open motor 
on Little St. Germain Lake in Vilas County. The driver of the boat and spotter noted that 
the water was calm. The spotter reported seeing the kite tube veer sharply to the right 
while in the air and then sharply back down into the water. When the kite tube came 
down to the water, the victim fell off. The driver of the boat went over to tfie victim and 
found him face down in the water and unconscious. They put the victim in the boat 
and headed for shore. The victim remained unconscious for about 30 - 40 seconds and 
on their way back to shore, he regained consciousness. When they reached shore, 
they were met by rescue personnel who transported the victim, who seemed alert, to an 
area hospital to be checked out. The victim stayed at hospital and died five hours later. 
(1:00 AM 6/27/02) 

39 
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Tuesday, Jun 27,2006 

Delafield man dies after lake accident 
AMoelated PrM» 

ST. GERMAIN, Wis. - A sum was fatally injured io an accident while being towed on an inflatable tube kite on Little St. 
Geimain Lake, authorities said. 

The man sailed several feet into the air and then hit the water, suffering &tal head and chest injtiries. officials said. 

He struck the water around 8 p.in. Monday and died five hours later at a hospital, officials said. It appeared that he hit only the 
water, conservation warden Mike Sealander said. 

The Vilas County Sheriffs Department identified the victim Tuesday a ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ | 4 2 , of Delafield. 

He was riding on a tube kite, which is an inflatable platform towed, by a boat It skims across the water and can become airborne. 

An autopsy was planned. 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY 
sign up fat Home 
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I .Task Number 

060619HCC2607 

3, Office Code 

810 

4, Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 05 20 

2 Investigator's ID 

8133 

5, Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 21 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6, Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 37 year old male was knocked unconscious when he fell from an airborne kite tube He was rescued from the 
water by othersin the towboat and transported to the hospital. No permanent injury resulted. 

,<y^*YT^ 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

a City. 

BETHEL 

9. state 

OH 

IOA FirstProduct 

3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 

WEGO 

IOC. Model Number 

NONE 

IOD. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSTUFF, INC, 
11213 E. Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 

11A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

l i e . Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Ageof victim 
37 

13. Sex 

I - Male 

14, Disposition 

1 - Injured, not Hosp 

15, Injury Diagnosis 

53-Cont,/Abras. 

16, Body Part(s) 
Involved 

87-N,S./UNK 

17, Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

18, Type of Investigation 

2 - Telephone 

19, TimeSpent 
(Operation^ / Travel) 

8 
n a | / l 

To 
20, Attachment(s) 

2 - Documents 
21, Case Source 

13 - Other Case Source 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23, Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes ® No O Verbal 

24, Review Date 

07/06/2006 

25, Reviewed By 

9071 

26, Regional Office Director 

Eric B, Ault 

27, Distribution 
Ingle, Robin L,; Spitler, Virginia R. 

28, Source Document Number 

X0660451A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 0913012006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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SYNOPSIS 

A 37 year old male was knocked unconscious when he fell from an airbome kite tube. He was 
rescued from the water by others in the tow boat and fransported to the hospital. No permanent 
injury resulted. 

PRE-INCIDENT 

The'owner ofthe towboat and ofthe kite tube (also was person who was injured) has been 
towing skiers and tubes for over ten years from his 21 foot power boat. The boat is specifically 
designed for water skiing and has an upper bar for towing. 

The owner stated that this was the first use of the kite tube and that he and the person who would 
be operating the boat had both viewed the video which came with the kite tube and they had read 
the owner's manual. He did not remember any wamings on the unit itself 

The group of eight people had just begun tubing with this new unit. The owner stated that he was 
acting foolish and ignored the instmctions which stated that the tow rope should not be attached 
to an upper tow point (tow pylon) on a boat. The owner attached the rope to the boat. 

The owner stated that he also elected to use the full 65 foot attachment point on the tube's tow 
rope. He stated that the tow rope has three attachment points. He stated that according to the 
owner's manual beginners usually use the approximately 45 foot attachment point. 

The owner stated that the kite tube easily inflated and had no flaws or defects. The boat started 
out pulling the kite tube with a 33 year old male, who is a friend ofthe owner, operating the boat. 
He was an experienced boater and had operated power boats and pulled skiers and tubers for 
over ten years. He had never pulled a kite tube. 

They kite tube was pulled at 30 mph and began to lift into the air. The speed ofthe boat was 
randomly picked by the operator. A gust of wind lifted the tube approximately 15 to 20 feet off 
the water. He estimated that he reached a maximum height of no more than 20 feet. The owner, 
who was riding on the tube, stated that he could see the boat thm a clear window in the body of 
the tube. He stated that he could control the tube only by shifting his position. He was wearing a 
life vest intended for water skiing and no other safety equipment. He did not signal the boat to 
slow down and thought that everything was fine for the first minute. 

The owner who was using the kite tube is male, 68 inches tall, weighs 155 pounds and is 37 
years old. He is in good health with no medical problems; he was taking no medications and had 
no alcohol. Only one person was on the kite tube.. He was just beginning to try to control the tube 
when he lost control. 

INCIDENT 

There was a sudden change in the wind and the kit tube flipped sideways. The owner stated that 
he fell from the tube. He stated that the impact with the water knocked him unconscious. 



060619HCC2607 
The operator ofthe boat later told him that it happened so fast that he could not slow down to 
prevent the fall. 

POST INCIDENT 

The operator ofthe boat saw the fall and immediately retumed to the downed owner. Friends in 
the boat jumped into the water and pulled the owner from the water. He began breathing and 
became conscious. The accident was reported to authorities and the owner was driven by his 
friends to the hospital. He was examined and released. No permanent injuries resulted from the 
incident. The owner stated that he had bmising from the impact with the water and had air 
knocked from his lungs by the fall. 

A copy ofthe Department of Natural Resources accident report is attached as Exhibit B. The 
blocked out portions contain identification information such as social security numbers which are 
not released. 

The owner, / injured person agreed only to talk over the phone and would not allow examination 
ofthe unit or a visit. He also agreed to provide information only ifl would not bother his fiiends 
(and boat operator). 

The owner stated that he has used the unit since and has not had any problem. He has gone 
slower and into the wind. He has also used the shorter rope length. This reduction in speed and 
rope length has resulted in a more stable ride. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 

The kite tube is a Wego Brand Kite tube. The owner stated that he purchased it from a site on 
Ebay and does not remember the exact source. It was purchased in June of 2006 shortly before 
its first use. He could not provide any manufacturer information. He stated that the unit has no 
model / serial number he had noticed. He could not find the owner's manual during the telephone 
contact. 

An examination ofthe Intemet led to a site www.sportstuffcom. Which provided the attached 
downloadable owner's manual on 7/6/2006. The regisfration and warranty listed on these 
manuals for a Wego Brand Kite Tube is: Sportsstuff, Inc., 11213 E. Cir Suite A, Omaha, NE 
68137. 402-592-9085. The website has a video available ofthe product being used. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Ex. A - Person Interviewed 
Ex. B - Department of Natural Resources accident report 
Ex. C - Owner's manual (retrieved from Intemet site 7/6/2006) 
Ex. D - Tow manual (retrieved from Intemet site 7/6/2006) 
Ex. E - Release of Name form Verbal (do not release name) 

2-

http://www.sportstuffcom
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EXHIBIT A 

PERSON INTERVIEWED 

r. Owner of boat, tube and injured person 

Release of name not authorized. Would not allow on-site or exam of product. Requested others 
in boat not be contacted. 

-3 
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WEGO KITE TUBE OWNER'S MANUAL 
Important information is enclosed in this manual. Please read these materials 

prior to assembling and using this product. Keep for future reference. 

For questions on assembly, parts or warranty, contact the experts at 
Sportsstuff. DO NOT RETURN this product to the store! 

Contact us TOLL FREE: 888-814-8833 (USA) (8am-5pm, CST Mon day-Friday) 

Congratulations on your new towable purchase! Sportsstuff prides itself in making the 
most innovative inflatable products on the planet. Your high perfomiance towable is 
designed to provide an exciting and unique riding experience for the whole family. 

AWARNING A 
A RELEASE OF UABILITY A 

By assembling and inflating the Kite Tube, you agree that you have read 
- C \ ^ and understand the entire Sportsstuff's product manual, including all 

\ ; 7 " instmctions and warnings contained in that material pr iorto using the 
Kite Tube. You additionally agree that you will ensure any additional or 
subsequent users of the Kite Tube will read and understand the entire 
owner's manual. Misuse or improper use of the Kite Tube could result in 
risks, dangers and hazards which may result in serious injury or death. 
The risks and dangers that may be encountered through the improper 
use ot the Kite Tube can be avoided by reading and following the warning 
guidelines listed within the owner's manual and by proper use of the Kite 
Tube. Your assembly and use of this product shall be evidence of your 
agreement, to the fullest extent permitted by law, to properly follow the 
instructions and abide by the warnings set forth within the product manual. 
Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube shall also constitute a release, to 
the extent permitted by law, by you and by any third party permitted by 
you to use, in any manner, the Kite Tube, to Sportsstuff from any and all 
liability for any loss, damage, injury and/or expense that you or any user 

-of the Kite Tube may suffer as a result ot the use of the Kite Tube. This 
release shall extend to any loss, damage, injury or expense due to any 
cause whatsoever, including negligence or breach of contract on the part 
of Sportsstuff and/or any party participating in the design and/or manufac
ture of the Kite Tube. The terms of this release shall be effective and 
binding upon you, your heirs, next of kin, executors, administrators, 
assigns and representatives. Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube 
shall constitute your agreement to assume and accept any or all known 
or unknown risks of injury to you and/or to third parties through the use 
of the Kite Tube. Sportsstuff and related parties have not made and here
by expressly deny any oral or written representation and/or warranty, 
including warranty for a particular purpose, other than what is set forth 
herein and In the Sportsstuff's Kite Tube manual. 

4-
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A KITE TUBE DESCRIPTION i 

Away Wego! "Kite Tubing", the mystery of flying, becomes a reality. The 
Kite Tube creates an air pocket on the under carriage bottom that 
enables lift via ground effect and the aerodynamic shape. Be prepared to 
reach new heights! Spend the summer gaining experience riding the Kite 
Tube. The Kite Tube is designed to glide, spar, and fly. You can use it like 
a regular deck tube In the whips, figure eights, and circles. It "kites" the 
best in a straight boat pattern into the wind and will rise out of the water 
slowly or quickly based on the rider weight, wind and boat speed. Expect 
the unexpected! The basic idea behind the Kite Tube is simple; The Kite 
rider kneels or stands on the tube that is tethered to the tow boat. As the 
boat moves forward into the wind, the Kite and the rider rise up from the 
water's surface to perform a water ballet in the air with the rider balanc
ing on top. Kite Tubing is not as dangerous as some extreme sports, 
however it can be more dangerous than regular tubing with the added 
dimension of height. In Kite Tubing, safety has to be taken seriously. 
EVERYONE is a beginner, regardless of previous experience. Read all 
Instnjction and warnings before using the Kite Tube. Start slow and begin 
by using the 45 foot section of the included tow rope. 

A KITE TUBE SPECIFICATIONS A 

• 120 Inch inflated diameter(10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration. 
• 840D nylon double cover with pu coating( full body cover). 
• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy 
tow rope connection. 

_ ^ N _ • Computerized double-stitched sewing. 2^X-
~ ^ 2 ' • Multiple mesh bar-tacked drain ports. r x 7 ~ 

• Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment. 
• Parallel slotting system with footsteps and neoprene padding for comfort. 
• Reflective piping on all handles and on the outside top taping. 
• Various loops for use of detachable leash(s). 
• Panoramic see-through double windows. 
• High visibility red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard 
and caution accent striping. 
• Easily seen bold, billboard-style graphics. 
• Skull graphics is a reminder to pay attention and not to fool around, 
take nothing for granted. 
• Two heavy duty pvc bladders, one supports the outer ring and the 
other is the slotting system cockpit for the rider. Both have speed safety 
valves for easy inflation/deflation. 
• Leash with two sponge balls Is included, 
• Segmented tow rope is included. Adjustable length style in 45, 55, and 
65 foot lengths. 
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A KITE TUBE ASSEMBLY AND INFLATION A 

Proper inflation is key to the optimum performance of this towable. The 
tube is designed to fit snugly in the cover, and there should be no wrinkles 
in the cover when the tube is properiy Inflated. 

IMPROPER INFLATION 
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Photo "A" shows a severely underinflated tube. Note how the adult sinks 
in when standing on the tube. Under-inflation causes the towable to sit 
low In the water. Additional stress Is applied to the tube, cover, rope and 
boat/watercraft, by being dragged through the water instead of pulled 
across It. This stress causes tne air in tubes to be displaced and the tube 
may rupture. The same stress causes nylon covers to tear and ropes to 
stretch. The boat/watercraft cannot plane off and extra gas is consumed. 

Photo "B" shows a properly inflated tube. Note how the cover is taut with 
few wrinkles, and how the adult barely sinks In when standing on the 
tube. This tube would ride high on the water, providing you with an exciting 
ride - less stress on the tube, cover, rope, and boat/watercraft. Proper 
inflation will insure a longer life-span for your product. 

Inflation Maintenance: 
Finally, it Is not enough to simply fill It up and go! It is important to moni
tor the amount of air in this product as heat will cause the bladder to 
expand, possibly causing damage to the seams or I-beams. Don't let it 
sit on the beach, dock, or boat/watercraft full of air! If It is stored out of 
the sun in a cool place, you may need to add air. Check and adjust Infla
tion levels each time you use your tube. You'll have more fun, and your 
toys will last longer. 

The best air pumps to use are: 

• 1 lOv electric: 2.5 psi (model #57-1504A) or 3.0 psi (model #57-1508) 
• Hand/foot pump specifically for towables: LP1 (model #57-1003) 
• 12v pumps (model #57-1510) can also be used but a their maximum 
output is only .8 psi so a secondary pump such as the Sportsstuff LPl 
hand pump (model #57-1003) will need to be used. 
• Leaf Blower 
• Vacuum with two-way switch ) 

<y 



WegoKiteTubeManual2006.qxd ia/10/05_ 

Your WEGO towable Is equipped with the Speed Safety Valve pictured 
below: 

Speed Safety Valve - A hybrid valve utilizing the best of 
both the Oversized Safety Valve and the Speed Valve. Pulls 
out for fast inflation/deflation, then can be pushed in flush 
with the tube. For use with standard electric pumps, shop 
vac, wet vac, leaf blowers, and vacuums with a 2-way 
switch for fast inflation/deflation. 

Secure the valve by firmly inserting the bottom portion of the valve Into 
the base. To Inflate, open only the top portion of the valve. Using the 
hose from your inflator, Inflate through the top opening of the valve. 

The optimal inflator is a 2,5 psi or higher electric pump. You may also use 
a 1.1 or 3.0 psl pump. Using the 12v pump (model #57-1510) followed by 
the LPl hand pump (model #57-1003) to top off the unit takes about 3.5 
minutes. The 1.1 psl 110v pump followed by using the LPl hand pump 
(model #57-1003) to top off the unit will Inflate the WEGO In a few min
utes. The 2.5 electric pump (model #57-1504A) will inflate the WEGO in just 
over 3 minutes. The 3.0 pump (model #57-1508) will inflate the WEGO in as 
little as 2 minutes. 

Please call Sportsstuff at 1 -888-814-8833 to order directly. 

1. Open the box and locate Owner's manual information and instructional 
DVD. 
2. Review owner's manual and instructional DVD first and share the infor-

- C X . mation with all other users and or spotters. - f 7 -
^ • ^ 3. Locate a flat, wide-open, clean and clear area to open and assemble ^ " ^ 

the product. 
4. Unfold the nylon cover so the yellow cover with winged skulls Is com
pletely unfolded along with slotting system cockpit. 
5. Please notice the bladders have already been assembled In the cover. 
There are two valves total. One on the slotting portion and another on the 
outside ring. 
6. Locate and open the padded valve cover on the slotting portion (cock
pit area). Open the valve and Inflate until firm and the cover is wrinkle free 
and taut. It may be necessary to adjust the cover to fit the inflation holes. 
Use the zippered openings in the cover to adjust bladder position If nec
essary. 
7. Close valve completely and secure valve cover. 
8. Locate the valve on the outer ring and repeat steps 6-7. 
9. Please note that the window panels are not supported by an internal 
bladder, so stay off of this portion of the cover. 
10. With assistance, carefully lift the unit Into water. 
11. Do not drag across harsh surfaces, as this will damage the unit, 
12. Once at the water entry point attach tow rope to unit and hook up to 
the boat. Make sure leash Is attached to the nose loop. 
13. Enjoy your Kiting experience. 

4-
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PLEASE NOTE OVER INFLATION WILL CAUSE THE BLADDER TO HAVE 
A CONCAVE EFFECT ON THE UNDERSIDE, CAUSING THE KITE TUBE 
TO SUBMARINE, 

PLEASE NOTE UNDER INFLATION WILL CAUSE KITE TUBE TO NOT 
PERFORM AS DESIGNED. WHEN KITING, YOU CAN TELL VISUALLY IF 
YOU ARE CORRECTLY INFLATED 

Proper inflation means you'll have a wonderful flight experience, so fol
low the above instructions closely. 

A KITE TUBE CARE AND MAINTENANCE/ 

• You may clean your towable using a soap and water or mild detergent. 
• You should inspect your unit frequently for wear and tear. If you need 
parts replacement please contact Sportsstuff 1-888-814-8833. 
• Before each use always check inflation, tow connection and boat con
nection. 
• After using the Kite Tube do not leave out In direct sunlight, but keep in 
a shaded area. 
• When the unit is not in use NEVER leave this unit is direct Sunlight at 
any time. 
• The strong UV rays will quickly destroy and downgrade the nylon cover 
and age the materials prematurely. 
• Monitor and adjust bladder pressure on warm days. 
• Never use strong cleaning agents. 

/ ; N _ • The towable, when clean and dry, can be deflated and stored in a cool, -CX-
~^y dry area out of direct sunlight. (In between uses and at the end of the " v 7 ~ 

boating season.) 
• To deflate, simply open red valve. 
• Avoid storing this product in areas of extreme temperatures and please 
take precautions against animals and rodents. 
• Bright colored fabric covers used on the towables may bleed or fade 
when initially wet. Protect all boat interiors, docks and car Interiors from 
possible staining. 

A KITE TUBE TETHER TOW ROPE A 

We have included a new style tether tow rope for use with the Kite Tube, 
Overall the tow rope is 65 foot length, but can be adjusted to 55 foot 
length and 45 foot length. Since the Kite Tube Is unlike any previous tow
able tube with the added dimension of sustained height. We believe that 
the boat driver, rider and spotter are all beginners. We recommend the 
following to get the hang of Kiting, how the Kite reacts being towed by 
the boat, how the wind affects the flight while being ridden by different 
size riders. Experience Is the best teacher. 

Step one: BEGINNER LEVEL 
Ad beginners start with 45 foot tow rope fo get some experience. Use at 
least 12 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use. 
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step two: INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 
All intermediates can Increase rope length to 55 foot to get more experi
ence. Use at least 24 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use, 

step three: MASTER LEVEL, 
All masters oan increase length to 65 foot to get more experience. 

You can spend all summer gaining experience Kiting and really still not 
have experienced all things, wind speed, rider weight and boat speed 
create many variables (different kinds of watercraft, lack of wind) etc. 
Attach the Kite Tube Tether tow rope to the aluminum connector on the 
tube and to a towable hook on the rear of the boat. We recommend you 
use a low tow point on the rear transom of the boat or tow hook. 

A KITE TUBE HEIGHT INSTRUCTION A 

NEVER KITE HIGHER THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO FALL 

Just think of the fall, in normal tubing you can get thrown off and go up 
to 15 to 20 foot high, but in kiting you are already at a certain height 
above the water and can get thrown higher. At a boat speed of 10 and 20 
mph the water gets harder the faster and higher you go so control the 
boat speed and tube height and watch out for gusty and cross winds. 
Many bodies of water have natural barriers or wind breaks, be aware of 
these situations. Due to the height factor, you must use the Kite Tube in 
waters at least 6 feet deep (a guideline could be 1 foot of water depth for 
every foot of tube height). For best kiting use against the wind in straight-

_ ^ j _ line runs, . _ ^ j _ 

RIDER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING A 

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Avoid gusty and cross winds, use in light to moderate steady winds. 
• Gusts and cross winds can cause this product to experience sudden 
changes in height or direction. 
• Use In at least 6 feet of water depth, the higher you Kite, the deeper 
the water should be. 
• Never use in shallow waters. 
• Boat driver, spotter and rider are all beginners, take it easy, learn in 
light steady wind, start slow. 
• Your body weight is a factor on balance and control, shitting helps to 
control kiting (rider is ballast). 
• Have pre-ride discussion with rider, driver and spotter. 
• Never Kite higher than you're willing to fall. 
• Into a steady wind, flight occurs more easily. 
• With the wind, flight is not so easy. 
• Based on rider weight, a lighter person will Kite easier than heavier per
son. 
• Do not over-estimate your ability, Kiting takes a practiced level of skill. 
• Keep tube's nose up when starting out, pull back on the ball/leash to 
help hold the nose up until the boat reaches planing speed. 
• Rider safety Is In the hands of the boat driver and spotter. 
• Stay 100 yards from shore, avoid other boat traffic, power lines and 
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other immovable objects. 
• Be aware of natural wind breaks and barriers that change the wind 
flow. 
• Use rear transom tow point. Using higher tow point means the Kite can 
Kite higher. 
• Maximum 1 rider capacity 
• Do not exceed 200 pound maximum weight or 100 pounds minimum, 
be at feast 12 years of age and a height of 5 feet or more, 
• Balance to minimize movement while airborne. Too much movement 
can cause the Kite Tube to become wobbly and overturn. Maintain a 
good center of gravity. 
• 10 and 2 o'clock are the best control hand positions. 
• Hang time, Kite time, can be 1 second or many minutes. 
• Length of hang time depends on the wind, boat speed and rider 
weight. 
• A straight boat heading into the wind creates the optimum Kiting per
formance. 
• Ballet performance is what you are looking for (up and down). 
• Use the large panoramic window to see the boat and to view rider 
height. 
• Force the tube down by pushing your weight down with a swift, sitting 
motion. 
• Use your position within the slotting system cockpit to adjust pitch, or 
the angle by which the nose of the tube is inclined up or down from the 
horizontal. 
• Use the handles to adjust left to right balance. -
• Utilize a combination of foot and hand positions to accommodate the 
current wind and boat speed conditions. 
• Do not use this tube if you are pregnant, could be pregnant, or if you 
have neck or back problems. 
• Raise arms above head following a spill>,to signify to the boat driver 
and spotter that you are okay, 
• A rider that falls or is ejected should try to fall away from the Kite Tube. 
• Experience safe Kiting. 

A BOAT DRIVER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING A 

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules; 

• Driver should be at least 16 years of age and pass a coast guard 
approved boating course, 
• Utilize a large, wide angle, rear view mirror (20 inch width) to keep eye 
on Kite elevation, 
• Slow speed to reduce height, a sudden gust of wind can send the rider 
up to 20 feet high or more in half a second, 
• Maintain constant communication wifh spotter about the Kite Tube and 
its performance, 
• Adjust boat speed to reduce the height of the Kite Tube. 
• The Kite Tube is unlike any other towable tube, if can sustain flight at 
various heights for long periods of time, 
• Wind, boat speed, rider weight and length of rope are big variables in 
Kiting performance. 
• Pay attention and adjust the boat speed frequently to fit the conditions. 
You are the director, 
• Never Kite higher than you want the rider to fall, adjust your speed. 
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• Avoid excessive boat speed at all times. 
• Have pre-ride meeting with spotter and rider to discuss the type of ride 
to be given. 
• Determine the best conditions for Kite tubing based on rider weight, 
boat speed and wind speed. 
• Give-way to all other watercraft, especially sailboats. 
• The Kite Tube can sustain flight with steady head wind and boat speed. 
Head into the wind 
• Be aware of cross winds and wind gusts. 
• Use the large, panoramic window to monitor and communicate with the 
rider. 
• Don't gamble with rider safety. Driver must accept 100% responsibility 
for the safety of the rider. 
• Instruct the rider to lean back and pull on the leash to keep the nose 
up until the boat and tube plane out, as the boat planes out and the tube 
rises out of the water, there will be almost no drag on the boat., 
• Most boating accidents happen in less than 2 seconds. 
• Reaction time varies from 120 to 255 feet of boat length. 
• Do not be In-attentive. Do not let your mind wander. Focus on what you 
are doing 
• Never use the Kite Tube with wind forces so strong that you are unable 
to maintain control. 
• Don't Kite in electrical storms, 
• The Kite Tube is an air foil of extremely limited capabilities with regard 
to wind and turbulence. 
• Instruct all riders of rules and warnings, plus how to ride. 
• In riding position, the rider and tube are at a 45"* angle to the water's 
surface. 
• Avoid floating objects and all Immovable objects, 
• All riders should be towed at speeds that allow for reasonable control. 
• Avoid submarining the towable when first starting out or on spills. 
• Slow boat down to 5 mph to turn around and pick up the rider. 
• In many cases when the rider falls off, the Kite will continue to be air
borne 
• Don't be a gunner, slamming the throttle forward and forgetting about 
the towable and your rider. Focus 
• In no-wind conditions, use zig-zags, whips, figure eights and circles 
that the Kite Tube will Kite in, but remember the Kite Tube is designed to 
Kite into the wind. 
• Do not throw away your owners manual or DVD. You must review peri
odically and especially when allowing others to use or borrow your Kite 
Tube. 
• Unlike most towables that ride on the water's surface and have tremen
dous drag, when the Kite Tube Is Kiting or flying there is almost no drag 
and the boat has a tendency to go faster, so watch out for this effect (a 
lot of drag to no drag). 
• Don't overioad your boat with a lot of passengers. 
• Like many towables, rider balance too far forward can cause towable 
to nose under. This Is called submarining. When the you start moving for
ward, make sure the rider holds the leash on the tube to help keep the 
nose up during takeoff, till the boat reaches planing speed and lift occurs 
on the Kite Tube. If the boat driver, spotter and rider are not paying atten
tion, the towable could nose in. This causes the submarine effect, which 
results in the towable acting like an anchor. Reduce speed immediately, 
otherwise you will create too much drag on the boat and tube, causing 
something to break. 
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• Pay attention when starting out to prevent this effect. Let's say every
thing goes right and the Kite Tube and rider are traveling at a sustained 
height above the water and the rider fails off. The Kite might continue its 
flight or crash down into the water. We suggest that you slow the boat 
down to 5mph, otherwise the towable might again act like a submarine, 
because it is upside down or wind conditions have forced it into a weird 
position where it cannot be towed at any speed other than 5 mph. 
• It is the obligation of the boat driver to operate the boat in responsible 
safe manner and not try to "dump the rider". 
• Experience safe Kiting. 

A SUBMARINE EFFECT WARNING A 

LIKE MANY TOWABLES, A RIDER'S BALANCE TOO FAR FORWARD CAN 
CAUSE TOWABLE TO NOSE UNDER. THIS WE CALL SUBMARINING. 
WHEN THE BOAT DRIVER STARTS FORWARD, HE OR SHE SHOULD 
MAKE SURE THE RIDER HOLDS THE LEASH TO HELP KEEP THE NOSE 
UP DURING TAKEOFF TILL THE BOAT REACHES PLANING SPEED AND 
LIFT OCCURS ON THE KITE TUBE, IF THE BOAT DRIVER, SPOTTER 
AND RIDER ARE NOT PAYING ATTENTION THE TOWABLE COULD NOSE 
IN. THIS CAUSES THE SUBMARINE EFFECT, WHICH RESULTS IN THE 
TOWABLE ACTING LIKE AN ANCHOR, REDUCE SPEED IMMEDIATELY, 
OTHERWISE YOU WILL CREATE TOO MUCH DRAG ON THE BOAT AND 
TUBE CAUSING THE SOMETHING TO BREAK, PAY ATTENTION, WHEN 
STARTING OUT TO PREVENT THIS EFFECT 
LET'S SAY, EVERYTHING GOES RIGHT AND THE KITE TUBE AND RIDER 
ARE TRAVELING A SUSTAINED HEIGHT ABOVE THE WATER AND THE 

, . RIDER FALLS OFF. THE KITE MIGHT CONTINUE IT'S FLIGHT OR CRASH ' . , 
- k i ) - DOWN INTO THE WATER, WE SUGGEST YOU SLOW THE BOAT DOWN " t ^ 

TO 5MPH, OTHERWISE THE TOWABLE MIGHT AGAIN ACT LIKE A SUB
MARINE BECAUSE IT IS UPSIDE DOWN OR WIND CONDITIONS HAVE 
FORCED IT INTO A WEIRD POSITION WHERE IT CANNOT BE TOWED AT 
ANY SPEED OTHER THAN 5 MPH, BOAT DRIVER SHOULD TURN TO 
PICK UP RIDER AND START ALL OVER AGAIN, 
IT IS THE OBLIGATION OF THE BOAT DRIVER TO OPERATE THE BOAT 
IN RESPONSIBLE SAFE MANNER AND NOT TRY TO "DUMP THE 
RIDER". THE KITE TUBE IS DESIGNED TO BE RIDDEN AT SAFE LEVEL 
WITHOUT HAVING TO HAVE SOME CRAZY BOAT DRIVER TRYING TO 
CREATE PROBLEMS, EXPERIENCE SAFE KITING, 

A SPOTTER OR OBSERVER INSTRUCTION A 

• Have watersports safety flag 
• Keep driver aware ot other boating traffic, obstacles, etc 
• Keep driver aware of towable state and rider conditions and how the 
towable is doing 
• Keep tow ropes from getting caught on protrusion from the boat 
• We have found that small megaphone helps to communicate with rider 
prior to takeoff and give last minute instructions 
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A WIND SPEED AND EFFECT A 

We are providing you with the following Information to help you evaluate 
your current conditions before Kite tubing. 

Wind speed(mph) Wind effect 

0-1 smoke rises vertically 

2-3 direction of the wind shown by smoke drift, but not 
by wind vanes 

4-7 wind felt on face: leaves rustle: ordinary wind vane 
moved by wind 

8-12 leaves and twigs in constant motion; wind extends a 

light flag 

13-18 raises dust, loose paper, small branches are moved 

19-24 small trees in leaf begin to sway; crested wavelets 
form on inland waters 

25-33 large branches in motion; whistling heard in power 

lines; umbrella difficult to use 

34-40 gale 

41-47 strong gale ~ ^ 2~ 

48-55 storm 

56-63 violent storm 

64+ hurricane 
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WARRANTY POLICY: 

Sportsstuff wan^nts , to the original purchaser only, that their high performance 
products, when used for normal recreational purposes, are free from defects in 
materia! and workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of pur
chase. This warranty does NOT cover, products for rental, tor hire and other uses 
not considered for normal recreational purposes; nor punctures, cuts, abrasions in 
normal use. For prompt parts replacement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstuff 
directly at 888-814-8833. Replacement parts are shipped within 48 hours of notifica
tion Monday through Friday. Do not return to your dealer (USA ONLY), This warranty 
is only valid in the USA 

If you have any questions about any Sportsstuff, Inc, product, replacement parts or 
locating a dealer in your area, contact us at: 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
Toll Free: 888-814-8833 
Tel: 402-592-9085 
Fax:402-592-1354 
E-mail: customercare@sportsstuff.com 

Warranty registration is available on-line at: ht tp: / /www.sportsstuf f .com 

Prior authorization is required for returned merchandise. No credit will be given for a 
pnDduct that is sent back without prior authorization from Sportsstuff, Inc. After 
receiving an authorization number, please ship returned pnxiucts to the following 
address: 

Sportsstuff, Inc. Retum Center 
11213ECirc le, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(Please label package with RA #) 

mailto:customercare@sportsstuff.com
http://www.sportsstuff.com


GeneralTowableManual2006.qxd 11/10/05 /^26 PM Page 1 

TOWABLE OWNER'S MANUAL 

Impor tan t in format ion is enc losed in this manuai. Please read these mater ia ls 
pr ior t o assembl ing and using th is product . Keep fo r fu ture reference. 

For quest ions on assembly, par ts or warranty, con tac t the exper ts at 
Sportsstuff . DO NOT RETURN this p roduc t to the store.' 

Contac t us TOLL FREE: 888-814-8833 (USA) (8am-5pm, CST Monday-Fr iday) 

Congratulations on your new towabie purchasel Sportsstuff prides itself in making 
the most innovative inflatable products on the planet. Your high performance tow
able is designed to provide an exciting and unique riding experience fo r the whole 
family. 

I AWARNINGA < 
- C X - To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, fo l low these rules: - C 2 -

" Not a lifesaving device. Never leave children unattended. Use only under competent 
supervision. 
• Read the owner's manual carefully before using your Sportsstuff towable. 
• Not for use by children under six (12) years of age. 
• The watercraft driver is responsible for the towable and riders since the towable 
cannot be contnalled by the rider(s). The rider(s) may not be able to see where 
he/she is going. 
• Always have an experienced watercraft driver at the helm and always have three 
or more people present for safe tubing-one to drive the watercraft, one to observe 
and one or more to ride. 
• Observer in the boat/watercraft should keep the driver aware o f t he towable 
rider(s) status. 
• Always keep a lookout for other boats/watercrafts, swimmers, towables, and 
other obstructions in the water. Stay away from other boats and personal water-
craft, docks, pilings, bridges, shallow water and the shore. 
• The watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which might 
cause the towable to flip over, resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
• Never exceed 20 mph when towing adults or 15 mph with children. 
• Use a tow rope specifically designed for the WEGO 
• Never operate the boat/watercraft or ride the towable under the influence of alcohol 
or other dnjgs. 
• Never place wrists or feet thnaugh the handles or towing harness. 
• Riders should keep arms and feet out of the water. 
• Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your 
particular tube. 
• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 lbs average tensile strength for pulling a single 
person, 2375 lbs average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 ibs average 
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tensile strength for pulling three people and 4100 Ibs average tensile strength for 
pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope should be at least 45 feet in 
length but not exceed 65 feet. 
• The stress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and will vary with 
the weight of the passengers, design, and surface area of the tube. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type II! (PFD) ski vest or as recom
mended by proper government authorities. 
• Use this product only on water, 
• Know your limits. Stop when you're tired. Act responsibly. Be in good physical 
condit ion and be cautious in your use of this or any other towable. 
• Do not use this unit when It is under-inflated. The risks involved with this could 
include entrapment which may result in death or serious injury. 

The manufacturer, Sportsstuff, Inc., does not have control over the use of this product 
and assumes no liability therein. Under no circumstances is Sportsstuff or the seller, 
liable for any loss, damage, injury or expenses of any kind arising out of the use of 
this product. It is the responsibility of the user to determine the proper suitability 
and safety of the product during normal use. This product is subject to age, wear 
and deterioration from use and weather conditions. We strongly recommend that 
you inspect the product on a regular basis. 

REPLACING PRODUCT PARTS: 

If a leak or problem is suspected with your tube, locate the valves.defiate the Item 
and remove the inflatable PVC bladder to inspect possible problem areas. Contact 
Sportsstuff warranty department for prompt parts replacement if a problem is 
located. For non-warranty parts replacement, follow the same procedure. When a 
replacement is received, follow the steps below: 

1 . Unfold the cover and lay the bladder out. ~ \ : 7~ 
2. Locate the bladder and the inflation valve. Carefully place the PVC bladder inside 
the cover of the pnaduct in the appropriate location. 
3. Une up the valve with the valve opening in the cover. 
4. Refer to the WEGO manual for further assembly information. 

MAINTENANCE: 

Very little care is required for the bladder or cover. 
• You may clean your towable using soap and water or mild detergent. 
• Never use strong cleaning agents. 
• The towable, when clean and dry, can be deflated and stored in a cool , dry area 
out of direct sunlight. 
• To deflate, simply unfasten the entire valve from the base. 
• Avoid storing this product in areas of extreme temperatures and please take pre
cautions against animals and rodents. 
• Bright colored fabric covers used on the towable may bleed or fade when initially 
wet. Protect all boat interiors and all other surfaces from possible staining. 

TOW ROPE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SPORTSSTUFF PRODUCTS: 

• The watercraft owner/operator is responsible for informing all the persons riding 
or using tow ropes of the WSIA Recommendations for tow ropes. Improper use of 
your tube and rope could result in serious injury or death. 
• Following are the WSIA (Water Sport Industry Association) Recommendations for 
tow ropes (Do not exceed recornmended rider capacity tor your tube): ' 
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Number of Riders Combined Weight of Riders Rope Tensile Strength 

One min lOOtbs - max 200 Ibs 1500 lbs 

• A standard tow rope should not exceed 65 feet. 
• The tow rope should be assembled in a manner appropriate for the watercraft 
and tow tube. 
• Please check all rope connections for frays, cuts, sharp edges, knots and wear 
and tear before each use. Discard any ropes that appear to be worn. It is 
recommended that you replace each tow rope at the beginning of the boating season. 
" Tow ropes are subject t o stretching during use. Please warn riders and persons 
in the boat/watercraft of the danger of ropes recoiling. 
• DO NOT place arms, legs or head in the handle section as serious injury may resuH. 
• Ensure that the tow rope is free from all body parts prior to towing a rider and 
while the tube is in use. 
• Do not use a tow rope with a bungee material to pull skiers or riders. This type of 
apparatus could also result in serious injury or death to the tube rider or 
passengers in the boat/watercraft. 
• Ropes will deteriorate with direct sunlight exposure. Please store away from 
direct sunlight and discard any rope that is frayed, discolored or raveling. 
• Do not add hardware to this product that is not supplied by Sportsstuff. 
• Avoid the propeller and engine at all t imes. Should the rope become tangled in 
the propeller, shut off the engine and remove key from ignition before retrieving 
rope from propeller. 

A WARNING! GENERAL USE AND SAFETY: A 

• When using a Sportsstuff product, you are engaging in an exciting recreational 
activity wi th inherent risks. Act responsibly and only use your product wi lh the 

~7. y awareness of and willingness to accept the risks involved. —^ 7 ' 
• Read all instructions and warnings provided to you in this owner's manual and 
those printed on the product. Do not discard this manual. 
• As in any recreational activity, reckless use, misuse, inexperience and/or neglect 
of the proper equipment used may result in serious injufy or death. 
• Visually inspect the towable and tow rope before each use. Do not use if product 
or tow rope is damaged in any way. 
• This product is NOT for use by children under 12 years of age. 
• Never leave children unattended. Use only ur«ier competent supervision. 
• Sportsstuff products are NOT to be used for rental use. 
• Do not consume alcohol or other dmgs while using this product. Even small 
quantities of alcohol and other drugs can impair judgment, balance, and coordination 
which can greatly affects one's pertormance. 
• Make sure ali riders are wearing a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) approved life 
vest at at atl t imes. 
• Be conscious of the weather conditions as weather changes can occur very quickly. 
• Check with your state or local government to leam their specific legal requirements 
concerning towables and towing. 
• Use tow ropes that are designed specifically for towables with WSIA (Water 
Sports Industry Association) break strength guidelines. 

AWARNING! BOAT DRIVERS NOTICE:A 

• The boat/watercraft driver has the ultimate responsibility for the safety of the 
riders. 
• Carefully survey the water before you begin towing riders. 
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• Do Not pull a towable without a rider. A towable is designed to have a rider in 
order to balance the weight distribution of the product 
• Be aware of water conditions along with changes in the weather. The condition 
of the water greatly influences the type of ride the rider will have. Please take into 
consideration the age and physical ability of your rider. 
• It is the boat/watercraft driver's responsibility t o instruct the ridere how to ride a 
towabie. The boat/watercraft driver should carefully instruct the riders of potential 
risks and possible injury that may occur if they partake in careless behavior. 
• At the beginning of the ride, carefully take the slack out of the tow rope. Never 
jerk start a towable. After the rider has signaled that he/she is ready, the driver can 
slowly bring the towable to a planing point. 
• Most towables will plane out at 10 to 20 nriph, depending on the weight of the 
rider. It is important to keep the nose of the' i tem up until the item is planing. 
• The resistance of the product varies widely wi th these factors: boat speed, turns, 
water conditions, number of riders and their weight, towable size, shape and function. 
The boat/watercraft driver should adjust the boat speed to fit these situations to 
minimize resistance of the towable. 

• Use in wide, open spaces. Stay at least TOO yands from shallow water, shore, 
rocks, boats, docks and buoys. Most accidents happen on turns and in congested 
areas. 
• The boat/watercraft driver determines the speed and the action of the towable in 
turns and when crossing the boat/watercraft wake. In the straight-a-ways, the 
boat/watercraft towing speed is the same as the towable speed. The towable 
speed will increase when the boat/watercraft makes a 90 to 180 degrees turn 
without increasing the boat/watercraft speed. If the boat/watercraft speed is 20 
mph, the towable speed can be 30-40 mph: The "slingshot effect" sends tbe user 

- C X - outward from the center of the towable. Be aware of the limitations of the rider. _ y \ _ 
~ ^ ^ • Large wakes combined with the wave action and speed can contribute to a v 7 " 

rough ride. Use a safe speed that enables the towable to plane out. The 
boat/watercraft driver should adjust the boat/watercraft speed and turns to fit the 
water conditions and the age, experience, skill and physical strength of the rider. 

• Excessive speed or sharp turns might cause the tube to flip over abruptly, possibly 
.causing serious injury to the rider. 
" If the towable overturns, the boat/watercraft driver should not exceed 5 mph 
until the towable is upright again. 
• Under normal conditions, the maximum safe speed for adults Is 20 mph. Safe 
speeds for children are less than 15 mph, depending on the age and physical 
capability of the child. 
• Please make sure your boat/watercraft is tow-worthy and has the appropriate 
horsepower to pull rider(s) and the tow tutie. Do not exceed the boat/watercraft 
passenger capacity. 
• Extreme drag forces can develop when pulling this tube. Please use towable In 
calm water. Heavy waves or choppy condit ions can create more drag or even result 
in a submarine or anchor effect. 
• Extreme drag forces may also result if: the rider(s) fall off, the tube noses in or 
tips over and water fills cockpit/seating area. The boat/watercraft operator should 
immediately slow or stop to eliminate this factor. 

• Death or serious injury can result from the submarine or anchor effect causing 
more extreme drag forces on the tow rope and/or tow point. The tow rope might 
have too much stress and either break and snap back at the rid6r(s) or other 
occupants of the boat. It is the boat driver's responsibility to make sure this does 
not occur. 
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• Do not exceed the weight guidelines of your boat. Do not allow passengere to 
hang outside the boat or side on the gunwales (sides/edges of the boat) outside 
the normal seating area of the boat. Uneven weight distribution or additional 
weight may affect the handling of the boat. Never allow water to overflow the gun
wales (sides/edges of the boat) of the boat. 

AWARNING! BOAT OWNERS WITH HIGH TOWER AND PYLONS A 

• Tow/Ski towere are not designed for use with any inflatable tube towing. 
" Use only lifting eyes/transoms or tournament-rated ski pylons for towing tubes. 
• Consult your boat's manufacturer if you are unsure of it's tournament rating. 
• Do not tow any inflatable from a ski eye. 
• Any tow pylon or ski pylon installed after market is nol intended for inflatable 
tube towing. 
• Death or serious injury may result if an unapproved ski/tow pylon is used. 

A WARNING! SPOTTERS NOTICE: A 

• Always use a spotter (observer) in the boat to communicate the needs of the 
rider l o the driver. 
• The spotter must be the eyes of the driver and the rider, always alert to recog
nize possible danger so proper action can be taken to avoid any risk to the rider. 
• If the towable overturns, the boat/watercraft driver should not exceed 5 mph 
until the towable is upright again. 
• The spotter should hold up a safety flag cautioning all other boaters that riders 
are in the water. 

A WARNING! RIDERS NOTICE: A 

• Do not use this items as a personal flotation device. 
• Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of ridere for your par
ticular tube. 
• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs average tensile strength for pulling a single 
person, 2375 lbs average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs average 
tensile strength for pulling three people and 4100 Ibs average tensile strength for 
pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope should be at least 45 feet in 
length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
• Only use this product wi th a responsible boat/watercraft operator who knows 
how to effectively operate the equipment. 
• This product should be used in water only. Do not launch from dock or land. 
• Do not use near pil ing, docks, shores or shallow water or other obstructions that 
could cause serious injury to the rider. 
» Carefully instruct the other riders the proper way to attach rope and operate the 
towable. 
• DO NOT strap or attach arms or legs to cover or tube. Never place hands or 
feet in between the tube or cover. 
• This item has no braking or steering mechanism and can develop high speeds 
under certain towing condit ions. Use at your own risk! 
• This product is not a life saving device. 
• Take necessary breaks when you are t ired. 
• Never get near the propeller with the engine mnning, even if it is in neutral. 

< y 
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GENERAL TROUBLE SHOOTING GUIDE: 

Symptom: Product w o n t hold air. 
Solution: Check to see that the valve is fastened properiy. Re-fasten valve if need
ed. Check to see if the product was inflated fully from the beginning. If you sus
pect it wasn't Inflated fully, add more air. PVC Repair Adhesive Is available from 
Sportsstuff at www.sportsstuff.com or 888-814-8833 for small hole or seam repairs. 

Symptom: Valve is leal<ing 
Solution; Usten closely to hear if air is leaking. Be sure the valve and cap are 
screwed in or fastened straight and are tight. Leakage can occur if the v^ve is not 
fastened correctly. 

Symptom: Product inflates but doesn't become firm. 
Solut ion: Please check to make sure it was inflated firmly with a high volume air 
pump. If you are sure you inflated il properiy, fully assess it for a leak or re-fasten 
the valve. If a leak is detected, the bladder may be patched by using Sportsstuff 
PVC Adhesive which can be purchased directly trom Sportsstuff. 

Symptom: Cover is very loose (Applies only to products with covers). 
Solution; Please check lo make sure that your product is inflated fully and Ihe tube 
is in place. The cover should fit snugly over the well-inflated tube. If the cover 
remains loose, add more air. See also the INFLATION section of this manual. 

WARRANTY POLICY: 

Sportsstuff warrants, l o the original purchaser only, that their high performance 
products, when used for normal recreational purposes, are free from defects in 
material and workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of pur-

y ^ _ chase. This warranty does NOT cover, producls for rental, for hire and other uses y \ 
~ ^ y not considered for normal recreational purposes; nor punctures, cuts, abrasions in ~ t 7 ~ 

normal use. For prompt parts replacement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstuff 
directly at 888-814-8833. Replacement parts are shipped within 48 houre of notif i
cation Monday through Friday. Do not retum to your dealer (USA ONLY). This war
ranty is oniy valid in the USA. 

If you have any questions about any Sportsstuff, Inc. product, replacement parts or 
locating a dealer in your area, contact us at: 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E Circle Sui teA 
Omaha, NE 68137 
Toll Free: 688-814-8833 
Tel: 402-592-9085 
Fax: 402-592-1354 
E-mail: customercare@sportsstuff.com 

Warranty registration is available on-line at: ht tp: / /www.sportsstuf f .com 

Prior authorization is required for returned merchandise. No credit will be given for 
a product that is sent back without prior authorization from Sportsstuff, Inc. After 
receiving an authorization number, please ship relumed products to the following 
address: • 

Sportsstuff, Inc. Return Center 
11213 E Circle, Sui teA 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(Please label package with RA #) 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
mailto:customercare@sportsstuff.com
http://www.sportsstuff.com
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WAT6R5PORT5 ReSPONSIBILITY COOe 
Be aware that there are elements or risk in boating, skiing, and riding that common 
sense and personal awareness can help reduce. Know your ability level and stay 
within it. 
To increase your enjoyment of the sport follow the "Watersports Responsibility Code". 
H Is your responsibility to: 

• Familiarize yourself with all applicatile laws, the risks inherent in the sport, and 
proper use of the equipment. 

• Know the waterways where you will be skiing or riding. Do not ski or ride in 
shallow water, near shore, docks, pilings swimmers or other watercraft. 

• Always have a person other than the boat driver as an ofasener and agree on 
hand signals before starting. 

• Ahways wear a U.S. Coast Guard Type Rl (PFD) vest. 
' Read your owner's manual and inspect your equipment prior to use. 
• Ski or ride within your limits. Always ski or ride in control and at speeds 
appropriate for your ability. 

• Always turn ignition off when anyone is near watercraft power drive unit 
• Carbon Monoxide (CO) poisoning from engine exhaust may cause injury or 
death. Never "Platform Drag" or touch a swim platform while the engine is 
running. 

• Not operate watercraft. ski or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Water Sports industry Association 

< y -iy 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
POBox 531226 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 45253 
513-741-4919 

FAX-513-741-1025 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Tliank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product 

safety problem. The Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed 

people to share product safety information with us. We maintain a record of this 

information, and use it to assist us in identifying and resolving product safety 

problems. 

We routiiiely forward this information to manufacturers and private labelers 

to inform them ofthe involvement of their product in an accident situation. We also 

give the mformation to others requesting information about specific products. 

Manufacturers need the individual's name so that they can obtain additional 

information on the product or accident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom of this page whether you will allow 

us to disclose your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will 

of course, honor that request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign 

your name and date the document on the lines provided. 

You are hereby authorized to disclose my name and address 
with the information collected on this case. 

IVIy identity is to remain confidential. 

,>v.->>2_. 

(Date) 
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SUMMARY 

The' product involved in this accident is 10' diameter 
flying kite tube. It is similar to inner tubes that are 
designed to be pulled behind a boat on the water. With 
this inflatable device you can pull up on the front of the 
kite tube and it becomes airborne as it is being pulled 
behind a boat. 

The complainant's 19 year old son (160 lbs.) saw this item 
advertised on the internet. His family owns a resort and 
marina on a lake in northern Minnesota. The father ordered 
one of the kite tubes directly from their marina supplies 
dealer in Minnesota. He purchased the kite tube in June 
2006. The kite tube was sent directly to them from the 
dealer which is about 220 miles away. There were no 
discussions with the dealer about any potential safety 
issues with the kite tube. 

The kite tube came with an owner's manual, instructions for 
using it and also a DVD covering the safe use of it. The 
19 year old victim said he read over the manuals and the 
warnings that covered the 10' diameter kite tube. He 
didn't watch the DVD that came with it. 

To use the kite tube you knee down in the two slotted 
openings. You hold onto the ball and leash to keep the tip 
of the kite tube out of the water. When you hit the proper 
speed the kite tube will lift off the water and you stand 
up. You then use the hand grips and position of your feet 
to control the flight. The manufacturer states if you sit 
down quickly it will bring down the kite tube. Please see 
the attached owner's manual for the proper use of a kite 
tube. 

The victim always used a certified floatation device when 
using the kite tube. He used no other protective 
equipment. 

He said during the first time he attempted to use the kite 
tube he had some difficulty getting it off the water. He 
said this was the first kite tube device he has attempted 
to ride. He tried the three different lengths of tow rope 
that came with it. He said the distributor said at about 
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20 mph the kite tube should become airborne. He said the 
boat had to be traveling at least 25 MPH with some wind 
before he was able to become airborne. He said if there 
wasn't any wind the boat had to be traveling at over 3 0 
MPH. 

The father who drove the boat several times while pulling 
individuals on the kite tube agreed that the boat had to be 
moving at least 25 MPH before anyone could get the kite 
tube airborne. 

The victim had used the kite tube about six times before the 
accident. He had one other incident where he sustained 
some injuries using it. About two weeks before the 
accident he was out on the lake and was being pulled by 
their boat. He guessed that he was up in the air about 
15-20' when he hit a wind gust. This threw the kite tube 
off balance and it came down hard on its side in the water. 
He was able to hold onto the kite tube, but he sustained 
bruises to both of his elbows from his impact with the 
water. While he was riding the kite tube his sister was 
taking a video tape of him. It shows the kite tube up in 
the air and losing control of it as it hits the water. The 
victim sent me a copy of this incident and it is attached. 

Several other members of the family have experienced 
accidents while attempting to ride the kite tube. The 
victim's brother (225 lbs.) was riding it and got it 
airborne. He lost control and the kite tube came down 
hitting the water very hard. He hit the side of his upper 
torso and had the wind knocked out of him. 

His uncle (185 lbs.) had the same thing happen to him. 
This time the kite tube flipped over and he landed on his 
back and shoulder. He sustained a bruised shoulder and 
ribs. 

His 16 year old sister (115 lbs.) came down hard sideways 
into the water and hit face first. She sustained a bloody 
nose. None of these injuries required professional medical 
attention. 

On the day,of the incident (6-25-2006) they had driven to 
Fish Trap Lake near Little Falls, MN. There were several 
family members there for the day and they were using the 
kite tube most of the day. 
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The weather according to the National Weather Service for a 
nearby reporting station was a high of 79 degrees F with an 
overcast sky for parts of the day. The average wind speed 
was 5.5 MPH with gusts of 20 MPH. 

The son couldn't remember any of the details of the 
accident due to his injuries. 

At the time of the accident the father of the victim was 
driving the boat. He said they were traveling at about 30 
MPH. He was driving into the wind and the victim was up in 
the air about 10-15' on the kite tube. He said they hit a 
gust of wind and the kite tube flew up into the air to 
about 25'. He said the kite tube went flying one way and 
the victim went flying off the other way. He said the 
victim went right shoulder first into the water. He said 
it sounded like a rifle shot when the boy hit the water. 

The victim was unconscious when he pulled him partially 
into the boat. He said he pulled his upper torso into the 
boat and let his legs dangle in the water. He is a life 
responder for the local fire department and didn't want to 
pull the boy into the boat in case he had back or neck 
injuries. He called 9-1-1 from the boat and drove back to 
shore. He said the boy regained consciousness within a 
couple of minutes. 

When they reached shore the local paramedics had arrived. 
They C collared the victim and drove him out of the resort 
area up to the road when a helicopter was waiting. The boy 
was air lifted to the hospital in St. Cloud, MN. It was 
determined that he had severed his aorta. He also had 
minor kidney, spleen damage and a concussion. He was 
transferred to Hennepin County Medical Center, Minneapolis, 
MN. 

He spent one week . in the hospital, 3 days in intensive 
care. The doctors told the family that someone normally 
has less than 1% chance of surviving this type of injury. The 
victim is at home recovering from his injuries. He is at 
about 90% and is scheduled for a follow-up visit within the 
next week. He hopes to get clearance to return to all his 
normal activities. The father said during his next visit 
to the hospital he will attempt to get copies of medical 
records covering his son's injuries. 
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The father and son said this kite tube is very dangerous to 
use and has several inherent problems. The driver of the 
boat has complete control over the entire flight of the kite 
tube. He determines the boat speed that you have to pull 
the kite tube to get it airborne and have to watch the 
flight of the kite tube to see how it is reacting. He has 
to make sure that you are driving into the wind and not 
into a cross wind. Driving into a cross wind will make the 
kite tube unstable and can cause it to flip over. If the 
rider is having some difficulties he has to slow down to 
lower the kite tube. However, you can't slow down too 
quickly as the kite tube will nose dive into the water. 

The owner's manual recommends that, you have a spotter and 
it is a state law that you do have a spotter with this type 
of activity. However, the driver has to react immediately 
to how the kite tube is reacting so he has to watch it 
himself or it will flip over or nose dive into the water. The 
father said you have to watch the kite tube so you're 
driving the boat one direction and looking back in the 
other direction-. He heard of one incident involving a kite 
tube where the boat actually drove right into a tree as the 
driver was watching the rider not where he was headed. 

The victim said when you are up in the air riding the kite 
tube you are completely in the hands of the boat driver. 
He said you lean back and can't see over or around the kite 
tube. He said they have a clear plastic panel in the kite 
tube. However, you can't see through it and any hand 
signals wouldn't be seen. The motor on the boat is loud 
enough where it is difficult to yell loud enough to be 
heard. 

He said the speed of the boat, length of tow rope and wind 
speed determines how high the kite tube goes. He has heard 
of individuals using 100' of tow rope and a very fast boat 
to get the kite tube very high. 

He doesn't know if you could make this kite tube safe. He 
said the kite.tube has a single connection point in the 
middle front for the tow rope. So when you pull it up into 
the air you have a 10' diameter saucer shaped device being 
pulled by a single rope traveling at high speeds. This is 
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inherently unstable. He wondered if you had two tow ropes 
secured to the front spread apart if the kite tube would be 
a little more stable while up in the air. He didn't know 
if this would be more dangerous if the kite tube nose dived 
into the water or flipped over. 

They spoke with their dealer about this incident. They are 
a larger marine supply distributor in Twin Cities, MN. 
They told the father that they had sold about 1,000 of the 
suspect kite tubes. They were aware of several other minor 
injuries caused by riding a kite tube. However, none were 
as serious as sustained by the victim. 

The aunt of the victim called the manufacturer and 
complained about the danger of riding a kite tube. They 
told her if the instructions are followed it should be safe 
to use their kite tube. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 

The product involved in this incident is a 10' diameter 
flying inner tube. It has two heavy duty PVC bladders that 
are covered by a nylon skin cover. There are two built in 
slots for the rider's feet and 8 padded handles. There is 
a rope with easy grip sponge balls attached to the front 
for pulling up the front during use. There is colorful 
labeling on the nylon cover along with numerous cautions 
and warnings. Please see the attached photographs for a 
view of the complainant's kite tube. 

The kite tube was purchased in June 2 006 from: 

Bell Industries, Inc. 
580 Yankee Doodle Road 
Eagan, MN 55121 
651-452-3165 

It is identified as a "Wego" kite tube Model 53-5000. It 
is distributed by: 

Sportstuff, Inc. 
11213 E. Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
402-592-8833 
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Please see the attached photographs for a view of the 
suspect kite tube. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Photographs and video showing kite tube accident 
2. Entries from Steadywinds.com covering safety concerns 
3. Page from www.sportstuff.com describing kite tube 
4. Wego Kite Tube Owner's Manual 
5. Towable Owner's Manual 
6. Warranty Information 
7. Authorization For Release of Name 
8. Contact List 

http://www.sportstuff.com
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Attachment#1 

Shows view of the "Wego" kite 
tube. 
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Shows another view of the "WEGO 
SOLO" 10' diameter kite tube. It is 
distributed by www.sportstuff.com. It 
is their Model#53-5000. 

http://www.sportstuff.com
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Shows some warnings for the 
kite tube rider. 
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Shows some more warnings 
and hand signals to be used by 
the rider. 
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Shows the front of the tube kite where the 
towing rope is connected. 
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Shows the 65' of tow rope that 
came with the tube kite. 
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Shows the master length (65') 
for the tow rope for the tube 
kite. This is the length of tow 
rope being used by the victim. 
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This shows the boat and motor 
that was being used to pull the 
victim on the tube kite. 
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Here is the home movie taken by the victim's 
sister. It involves another accident he had about 
two weeks prior. He sustained bruises to both of 
his elbows. To activate just click your arrow on 
the picture. 

^^^iM^iS^i^:^ ^^^0^^SM>7 
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« World is largest kite flies in Tokyo 
321 ̂ ite-fly er^held in_a_crackdQwi..againsti3Mal-wire^^ » 

Kite Tube!? 

Ads bv GooQOooqle 

yVegoKite Tube - In 

Stack 
Free Rope, DVD, and 
$25 credit Free 
shipping - No taxes 
www.gotwate rfoy s. com 

5KLTube_f .ree Ship.to 
MN 
1000'5Of2006Ski 
Tubes in Stock Never 
any Tax or Shipping to 
MN 
www.SkiTube.com 

Just reading the Toronto Kite Fliers mailing list today and someone posted a 
link to a bizarre '̂ 'kite" that is towed behind a boat. It's called the WEGO.KITE 
TUBE produced by SPORTSSTUFF. 

So the idea is basically you convince some fearless individual to climb on top of 
this inflated disk, tear down the lake at top speed and with some "control" the 
rider can launch the kite tube in the air and remain air home. As long as you 
have enough speed, and you keep the right angle of attack you should be ok. 
(mildly msane but ok) 

Personally I.don't think I would do it... there are a few spills in that video that 
look like they could have been a lot worse... you can check out the video here: 
Kite Txibe Video. 

This entry was posted on Tuesday, February 28tli, 2006 at 8:57 pm and is filed under G.enei-al, In the news. SBprtSruff 
WegoKite Tube. You can follow any responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can leave a respogse, or 
trackback from your own site. 

88 Responses to "Kite Tube!?" 

1. AlSays: 
March 3rd. 2P0.6at.4:33 pm 

The wego kite tube by sportsstuff is definitely going to be an interesting ride, living in 
minnesota, I have not been able to get on this tube yet (it was released in January and our lakes 
are froze, obviously). But I sell this tube at MN Boat Shows, and as such, I have personally 
watched this video a few hundred times. 

The WEGO will be a very safe tube if used right, as you can see in the video that ifyou don't 
want to spill on the tube, you will not have to. The girl in the video stays at a constant 5-10 
feet off the water when she wants to. 1 personally can not wait to ride this tube. We are 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 7/2/2006 

http://Stekdywinds.com
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http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/
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currently thinking about taking this tube in the locks, where there is open water right now, 
simply because I am so excited to ride it. And you will not have to go "top speed" the 
maximum recommended speed to pull this tube is 14-28 m.p.h, depending on the wind speed 
on your lake. 

2. Stephanie Says: 
M.arch.6th, .2006 at 8:22 am 

That looks like a blast! You get one and I'll try it © 

3. yacA: Says: 
March 7th. 2006 at 11:51 am 

we live on a small lake that we ski and tube we were wondering if the tube can be tumed in 
air since our lake is only about 112 mile long plz reply jack 

4. JOA^Says: 
March 9th. 2006 at 4:31 pm 

Hello Jack, 

Go ahead and get one man its crazy. Speaking from riding the Kite tube it is speechless. A 1/2 
mile lake should be ok on the turns all you have to do is slow down and bring the rider down 
to the water and then tum. This not like a regular tube where it is rider versus boat driver. You 
have to watch the tube so if he gets to high you can gradually slow down to let him down out 
ofthe air. I have ridden mine like a regular deck tube and lower speeds and wind conditions 
and it performs awsome. Going on a whip the all sudden it catches a litte air then off to riding 
it like a deck tube again. My friends have gotten 3o to 40 feet in the air on this thing. One 
friend only want to go 5 feet in the air so we watched him in the reer view mirrow ofthe boat 
to make sure he didn't get to high. In summary i would say to get man you can always go to a 
bigger lake to for long runs. But short lake it will work. I remember we practiced like 10 rides 
and we were able to do a gradual turn not like a whip but gradual in the air. Going against the 
wind is key when going with the wind you don't get as high but thats ok we just ride like a 
huge deck tube with occassional ups and dows of 1 foot or so. SO GET MAN AND TELL 
YOUR FRIENDS! Oh ya there is a instructional video and riding vidoe at there website. 
www.,SPORTS.STUFF.COM 

HOPE THAT HELPS POST YOUR COMMENTS IF YOU GET ONE OR ANYMORE 
QUESTIONS! 

5. Chris Says: 
April. Sth, 2p06^t 9:43..am. 

Just bought a new Malibu V-Drive, traded in my 2005 Supra inboard for a larger, faster, v-
drive whh a tower. Can't wait to try this out!! Is it any more difficult for the driver to control 
the boat with the tube in the air? And have you ever tried hooking it up on the Tower to get 
more height? Let me know. 

Thanks! 

Chris 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 7/2/2006 
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6. marc Says: 
Apjjl 18^2006 at 3:16 pm 

Hey Chris 

I had the same idea about hooking it up to the tower, 3 out 5 guys landed in the ER that night, 
The air we caught was unreal. Approx 40ft on a 65ft line. It was cool but insane all at the same 
time. Ifyou do hook it their be prepared for a rough fall. Good Luck 

Marc 

7. Cecil Says: 
April 19th. 2006 at 4:55 pm 

Does anyone know what will happen ifl hook it up to my pylon with a 100ft. barefoot line? I 
was thinking about running 40mph into a 20mph head wind. How tight would that be? 

8. still recovering Says: 
April 20th. 2006 at 12:53 am 

Using a 100 foot line or tieing to the tower is just stupid. I did a nose dive at 10' and ended up 

in the er. If someone does that at 40' or 75' their dead. 

9. gcipg. Says: 
April 23rd. 2006 at 3:05 am 

we used the 65 ft cord and to the tower on a ski nautique 210 air and got AT LEAST 50 ft 
before he fell on his neck... .knocked him out but us Texas boys dont go to the ER till there are 
limbs hanging off..... 

10. Steve Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at I :Q6 am 

All the videos i have seen have people on the wego kite tube that are about ISOlbs, will this 
tube fly with lets say a 2001b fat boy.... loi 

11. DRaley Says: 
ApnlSitji, 2006 aLiL38 am 

I road one last weekend. I could NOT control the height or dipping from side to side (think 
real kite ) If 1 had not had on a professionally ski jacket 1 would have been ER. I am wearing a 
6 inch wide bruise from the bottom of my jacket to my knee. 

12. areamike Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 10:16 pin 

I put a video on our Family website of us riding this Kite Tube for the first time this last 
weekend. 
(click on Kite tubing Video) 
http://www.fauxpas.org/modules/xQopsgatlery/view_album.php?set_albumName=^album44 

http://wvw.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 7/2/2006 

http://Steadywinds.com
http://www.fauxpas.org/modules/xQopsgatlery/view_album.php?set_albumName=%5ealbum44
http://wvw.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/


Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube!? 060703HBB2657 p̂ gQ 4 of 23 

The last wipeout in the video is insane...use at your OWN risk is an unserstatement. This thing 
can be a great ride as long as you have a GOOD boat driver and STEADY headwinds. Do not 

. use in Wind gusts! 

13. Cody Says: 
April 27th. 2O06 at 2;44^am 

AAAAjĵ ĝ  looked like a nasty spill. How was he afterwards? 

For anybody interested in purchasing this tube, I would recommend checking out this one... 
http://www.sevylor.com/towables.html 

I rode it last weekend and I was high flying just like on the video in about 15 minutes. 

14. bdog Says: 
Apr! I 28th, 2006 at 1.2^3 am 

A collapsed lung and a broken wrist are pretty serious—BUT at least all of us were tough 
enough to stay conscious. 

15. Meagan Says: 
May 2nd. 2006 at 11:10 aro 

1 watched a friend of mine die when he fell off of the wego kite tube, it was the most awful 
thing I will ever expierence. He broke his neck when he hh the water. Please, please don't use 
this tube!! 

16. grê g Says: 
May 4th, 2006 at 9:39 pm 

Anyone riding this thing should check this out. 
httpj/Zyyww.kfdml .com/engine.pl?station~kfdm&id=^1459 8&template=breakoutlocal.html 

17. Steadywinds. com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube Claims Life Says: 
May 4th, 2006 at 11:17 pm 

[...] A link to this story was posted as a comment to an earlier post I made about the Kite 
Tube. Based on this story and a number ofthe comments to the last kite tube post it's not safe! 
Please don't take your life into your own hands with one of these. The constantly changing 
angle-of-attack, combined with weight shifts from the rider and the lack of drag make this an 
extremely unpredictable "kite". [...] 

18. /og Says: 
'May. 9tlL_2006 at 9;40 atri 

I can;t belive the comments that i'm reading about. 
i'm realy freaking out. 
my friend bought one and we flwe it this Sunday and he had a nasty spill whent the thing 
whent up and flipped over becuase ofthe wind that threw him off and he's def in one ear for 4 
weeks becuase he broke his eardrum when it smacked him down onto the water surface fter 
going 29 feet high © :( 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 7/2/2006 
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we;re planning on doin it again> 
big tip: DON NOT USE IN HEAVY WINDS OR GUSTS, HAVE AN EXPERIENCED 
BOAT DRIVER. 

19. Brian Says: 

May 11th. 2006 at ll;08pm 

Meagan, please email me at brianmazxola(a).gt.rr.com. Thank you. 

20. 5C07TSays: 
May 15th. 2006 at 2:22 pm 
1 bought 1 last week we have come close to getting it flying how fast are you going to get it to 
fly 

21. WJ7/Says: 
May ..l_5th, 20_06_at..7L32 pm 

Does anyone know which kite tube is steadier the Manta or the WEGO KITE TUBE? 

22. Chris... Says: 
May 1.6th. 2006 at 3:39 pm 

I bought one of these last week and I have ridden it approx. 7-8 times now and getting pretty 
good with it. Yesterday I flew about 20' or so probobly 5-6 different times with good control, 

it was really steady going up and coming down, when I was first using it, it come down 
sideways a few times but I just held on and it corrected itself Now on the other hand, a friend 
of mine was on it yesterday also and a gust of wind caught him and he quickly soared to about 
30' and got out of balance and flipped it and fell 30' at BOmph and he thought he broke his arm, 

although he didn't and he is alright. I honestly love this thing and think its a blast but after 
yesterday I don't think I'm going to let my friends get on it unless they sign a release form or 
something and I will probobly only let like me and my brothers on it anymore. It can be 
dangerous but everything that really gets your adrenaline pumping is a little dangerous, I 
suggest just doing like the manual and video says and starting with the 45' rope for, 12 times 

then the 55' rope for 24 times until you get used to it then the 65'. Good luck and stay 
balanced. 

23. Steve Says: 
Mav 17th. 2006 at 7:55 am 

scott, 

i have had mine for 2 weeks, flying it great! we.were only doing about 27mph or 30. into a 10 
to 15 wind 
what is your email and i will send you some pics. 

24. Steve Says: 
M.ay .L7t.h, 2006 al 7:.58 am 

correction on the speed only going 20 to 25mph 
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25. SCOTT Says: 
May .17th, 2006 at 2:22 pm 

We have tried 25-35 mph we can but the winds were no more that about lOmh my e-mail is 
maxie5612@yahoo.com pics would be appreciated. 

26. Chris Says: 
May 19rtL.2PMa.t lQ;.2_7,ai.n 

My friend purchased the wego and we took it out, it was really flan at first, but then I was 
riding it and for no reason it took off about 40-50 feet in the air and went out of control and 
slammed me down hard onto the water. Now I am an avid wakeboarder, tube rider, thrill 
seeker, but this thing is going to kill someone! I recentely read that it did actually kill some 
one. Well we decided to try it again the next day and my friend was on it and it did the same 
thing to him went about 30 feet up then took a hard nose dive right to the water it wrapped him 
up in the tube and slammed him so hard it tore his ael in his knee and broke 2 ribs. This tube is 
a great idea but they need to redesign it. They had better watch out or as sue happy as this 
world is there will be a major lawsuit against them. 

27. Steve Says: 
May 21st. 2006 at 9:12 pm • 

Chris, 
we have been getting some serious air on the tube also. One of my buddies stayed up for 35 
seconds( our longest ride ofthe day), he was @ lOtol 5 feet on this ride, i can relate to the nose 
dive, were you guys in cross wuids or calm day? 

28. Taylor Says: 
May 21st. 2006 at 10.20 ptti. 

I just bought one of these today and I will say it is alot of fun, but this thing can get out of 
confrol. As a former member ofthe Coast Guard I guess I should know better but I was pulling 
my friend and decided to push the envelope £ind I sent him into orbit, probably about 40'. My 
natural reaction was to pull back on the throttle, well that was the wrong thing to do becuse he 
came barreling down into the water and messed his knee up bad. Anyway we are going to keep 
using it, but we are going to be alot more careful. 

29. Taylor Says: 
May 22nd. 2006 at 3:55 pm 

Quick note I have ultimatly decided to sell tbis thing, I don't want to be responsible for killing 
a friend. I now think this thing is much to dangerous. 1 saw somewhere earlier that there are 
some guys from Texas. Just to let you know that a buddy of mine is a game warden here in 
Texas and this thing will be ILLEGAL to use buy the end ofthis summer, be assures me. So I 
guess ifyou are in Texas I would start thinking about selling as soon as you can because you 
won't be able to sell them after that. 

30. FTC924 Says: 
Mav 23rd, 2006 at 12:54 pm 

My friends and I had this monster out yesterday here in Illinois. We are all over 200 lbs and in 
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good shape and thought this thing would be easy. We hooked it to the back of our wave-runner 
and began at 45'. We were able to hop across the water but the tube was definitely imsteady 
and would throw us off without notice like we were rag dolls. Towards the end of our first run 
we were able to get the tube to around 5 foot above the water for a few seconds at a time. The 
last run at 45' (before we were going to extend the rope to 55') I was at 5-8 foot above the 
water and the tube decided it was done and turned over and face-planted me into the water. I 
thought my jaw was broke. 

Since my jaw was not broke, we went to 55' and began to get this thing to 10 feet. However, 
not matter what we did, if we hit a gust of wmd or a cross wind, the tube would twist and tum 
and thow us off. All this time we were keeping the MPH's aroimd 30-35 because we wanted to 
leam first. Then one my friends signaled to go faster so we upped the speed to 40 MPH and up 
he went to approx 15 feet. He seemed to have major problems keeping the tube steady at that 
height and speed and right before (and I mean right before) the tube decided to tum over and 
nose dive to the water, he jumped off and landed on his feet. We all think we was lucky. 

We finally decided to try the 65' foot length and I am man enough to say that we were not 
ready (or "I" was not ready). I was the first to try it and wanted to increase the speed to 40-45. 
During my run, I was easily flying 10-15 feet in the air and it seemed to me that I was getting 
the hang of it. But then I caught a huge gust of wind that took me to 30 feet in the air instantly 
and then, even faster, it tumed to the left and then whipped to the right and threw me off into 
the water and I landed right on my back. It knocked the @^%\$@ out of me and I could hardly 
breathe for a good 5-7 minutes. I thought my neck and back were shattered. I have not gone to 
the doctor yet but I have eaten two bottles of aspirin since yesterday. It does disturb me that I 
landed exactly how that 33 year old guy landed in Texas that was killed. AND HE WAS 
ONLY AT 15 FEET. I was double that. 

Anyways, we do many exfreme sports but are always in control and we can always push the 
sport to our abilities. One thing I know for sure, you cannot see the wind nor can you control it 
and while on the Wego Kite Tube it is hard to control it as well. One thing I notice in the 
manual you get with the tube, it states that the weight limit ofthe tube is 2001bs but it seems to 
me that the lighter the person is, the more unconfrollable the tube will be since it is 10 feet 
wide. I thought the weight limit was 200 lbs because the tube would not get off the water at 
weights above 200. WRONG!!!! In fact, at the end ofthe day yesterday we decided to put two 
guys on the tube and ride it like a conventional tube whipping them in figure-8's and stuff like 
that. This is 425 lbs on this monster and as I whipped them aroimd the first circle, they GOT 
AIR and were 2-3 feet over the water!!!!! 

I am calling Sportsstuff today for answers to my questions and will advise as to what they say. 

Does anyone have experience on the Mantra flying tube? It is easier to control when flying? I 
have watched the video and it does seem easier but then again it was being ridden by a 
professional. Someone please advise. 

31. Cody Says: 
May 24th. 2006 at 9:48 am 

The Manta is much safer than the WEGO, it has rope handles that you hold onto so that you 
can suck the wings in to steady h out, and fly for a few minutes at at time. I knew the WEGO 
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was gonna be bad news from the beginning. Now I won't even be able to do my favorite thing 
come to the end of the summer. 

32. JJSays: 
M_ay .25th, 2006 at 3:21pm 

We just got our Wego and it is AWESOME! I was a bit nervOus the 1st time out, but now I 
can't get enough. Ifyou and the boat driver/spotter take the time to watch the instructional 
DVD, read the manual and actually use as directed it's a great ride! It takes getting use to and I 
recommend starting with the shortest ofthe ropes until you get comfortable with it, but we 
have had no problems towing at aroimd 25-27 MPH. I can see how it would be dangerous if 
not used properly, but you can say that about anything. Common sense-it says right on the 
tube, only kite as high as your willing to fall. I give it two thumbs up!!! 

33. Shellie Says: 

May 26th. 2006 at 11:21 pm 

Wrap me in bubble wrap and give me a heknet, I'll try it! 

34. Michael Laninga Says: 
Mav 27th. 2006 at 11:44 am ' 
My son (18 years old) had a nasty crash on a Wego Kite Tube May 25th. He suffered a broken 
back and three broken bones in his left foot. He will be in a back brace for 6 - 8 weeks and 
require surgury on his foot. He missed his High School graduation and all night party too. 
Worse he has lost his summer employment at a youth camp. This is a very dangerous toy. 

35. James Says: 
May 28th. 2006 at 11:00 am 

Hi, i am thinking about getting a wego, but am wondering if our boat can handle it, its a 79 
doral 6cyl mercruzer 165h, can someone tell me if this is sufficiant, to pull this crazy thing, 
thanks James. 

36. HI ripper Says: 
Mav 29th. 2006 at 10:54 .ajn 

my name is lii ripper and i just got back from the hospital last night from crashing down off 
the kite tube we had it hooked up to the tower in out boat not a good idea..i dont really rember 
what happened b/c i suffered from amniesa but i was told i feell from 20 feet in the air and 
became uncounsious i recomend not getting one!!!!! 

37. Chris Says: 
May 30th. 2006 at 11:28 am 

I wrote earlier and told ya'll about my buddy that fell from about 30' well he's getting better 
with a little shoulder pain still but will be ok. I had this thing out again this weekend and I 
have to say that I personally am getting pretty good with it, I can fly it about 15'-20' very 
smoothly and bring it back down no problem, I do have to say though that I ride motorcycles 
alot and do have pretty good balance, which I believe is the key to the kite tube. I am still the 
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only person that has been on my kite tube who has not flipped off at some point. 1 love it and 
can't get enough. If the wind isn't blowing very much I'll get my wife to drop the throttle all 
the way down to about 40raph so that I can get more air but if the wind is blowing pretty good 
or it is gusting then 25 works really well, I can get 15' with the 45' or the 65' rope easily. But I 
can see were a cross wind could throw you off course and put it out of confrol ifyou didn't 
expect it, so I suggest staying balanced and expect the worst and hope for the best when flying 
high but 1 have had no problems at all. Oh and 165HP should pull it fine, I have a 19'Chaparral 
with 190HP and it has no problems at all pulling it. Just be careful using the kite tube and 
follow ALL ofthe instmctions or ride at your own risk. 

38. DerekSays: 
Mav 30th. 2006 at 2:41 pm 

Ive taken hard/high(30') falls and next time im wearing a protec helmet ahd neck brace... 
maybe even a mouth piece, just dont use it in high winds,cross winds, use alot of air in the tube 
and alot of balance when your up there, also pull into the wind as sfraight on as you can 

39. James Says: 

Mav 31st. 2006 at 12:35 am 

hi,thanks chris ,i will ride carefully, cheers James 

40. Ja_son Says: 
May 3.1 St. 2006 at 8:52 am 
Had my first experience this past Memorial day. Chris is dead on with the wind situation. It 
was pretty windy that day. The kite goes up very well, but ifyou have some wind gusts, no 
amoimt of balance is going to help you. It is like trying to fly an airplane with one wing, it 
started the side to side shaking very violently and I came off of it at about 25'. Needless to say, 
the water feels like concrete when you hit it at that height and moving at about 35mph. On a 
good ligt wind day, you should be able to fly it with some nifty balancmg. Even though it hurt 
when I fell, i will get back on it again. A glutton for punishment i quess!! 

41. Steve Says: 
May 31st. 2006 at 5:41 pm 

O.K. guys here is our story... memorial day weekend, friend of ours was riding the kite tube 
on the 65 ft line, was flying great! at @15 to 20' all of a sudden he went to 40' in a split 
second, he had excellent confrol ofthis thmg. he got a bit nervous and couldnt figure how to 
get it down lower, we backed of throttle a bit and tube went sideways and threw him off 
unfortunally he suffered a compressed vertabrae. i have posted here before and wanted to see if 
you guys could control the up and down on this thing, the fall he took was not really from the 
40ft because he was comming back down when we throttled back, the side ofthe tube actually 
hit the water first and then slung him off. we have been very carefitll when flying this thing, 
we all will still ride, i really believe this is the most extreme water sport out there. 

42. Steve Says: 
May 31st. 2006 at 5:45 pm 
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Hey chris send me some pics!!!! stevewbarco@aol.com 

43. Steve Says: 
May 31st. 2006 at 5:54 pin 

FTC, 

let me know when you talk to sportsstuff. im interested in what they have to say 
thanks 

44. Chris Says: 
•Iune Ist. 2006 aL4:13 pm 

Steve, 
Not saying it was the boat drivers fault in this case but I've been thinking about this same 
situation and this is what I have come up with. If he was flying it great at 20' then the only 
thing that shot him up further was a gust of wind unless someone was playing around too 
much and dropped the throttle to send him up higher. I think if the driver would have remained 
steady on the throttle that just as soon as that gust of wind settled down then he would have 
come down as well. I have experienced this and just remained balanced and h would come 
back down after a few seconds or so. But another thhig I've been thinking about is this.. .if 
someone is 40' in the air on a 65' rope then that only leaves about 50' horizontel distance from 

the kite tube to the boat and at 30mph you cover approx. 44' per second so if the boat driver 
panics and drops the throttle all the way down and the boat stops it wouldn't take much for the 
kite tube to drift over the boat and drop the rider into the boat, which could mean serious 
injury or death. If my math is off I am sorry but this COULD I believe happen, someone please 
correct me if I am wrong. But like in your case you said the kite tube was already decending 
then you backed off the throttle, so m a sense you backing off the throttle caiised the kite tube 
to lose any lift from imderneath that it might have had to bring it down smoothly which caused 
it to flip sideways and down into the water. I really hope your friend gets better and I have sent 
you a few pics but I still have to get some better ones. 

45. Chris Says: 
June I St. 2006 at 4:22 pm 

Ohh I forgot to tell you guys that I rode the kite tube backwards this past weekend for a few 
seconds, I jiist sit down and grabbed the handles and it went up maybe 4' off the water.. .felt 
kinda wierd and I didn't have much control and didn't want to break my record of no falls so I 
tumed back around but my brothers were tripping out. It was a nice view though...you could 
actually see very well just how high you really was. 

46. peter pond Says: 
Ju.ne2nd, 2006 at 8:33 am 

used the kite tube for 1st time last weekend,everything was great til i shot to 30' instantly,the 
tube started getting very unstable up there,so i bailed,hit the water so hard it ripped my shorts 
in two,rested on the beach for 20 minutes.tried agian,same thing ,back up to 30',came crashing 
doyvn,i don't think my body can handle a 3rd violent impact,and everyone else is to scared to 
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use the tube because they might get shot to 30'+.so my question is if we go shorter than 45' on 
the tow Iine,to say 25' will this eliminate the threat of going to high,but still allow for some lift 
off the water,and being a safe distance from the prop????? 

47. Chris Says: 
June 2nd. 2006 at 11:35 am. 

Man just my opinion, 25' might be a little too short, it might be difficult starting off with the 
washout from the inside ofthe wake being so close, I would think it would try and submarine 
really bad, I would try 35' or even 40' first, but ifyou called sportsstuff they might have a 
better answer for you from the safety end, I don't think the prop would be an issue though. 
Something to keep in mind for next time, I know you can't see the wind or anything but ifyou 
shoot up to 30' really quick then it may be gusting too bad to fly it for that day, I think the 
DVD that comes with it says something about it. 

48. HeyTom Says: 
June 3rd. 2006 at 1:08 am 

My brother recently went to 65' rope, and he got it on video. His friends are absolutely nuts 
and some ofthe wipe outs are downright violent. There's two videos at the following link if 
you want to check it out. 

HeyTone.com movies 

49. Duane H. Says: 
June 6th. 2006 at 3:33 pm 

We saw this video at Bass Pro Shops and went out and bought h. We started out at 65 feet of 
rope at approx. 35 MPH. My fiiend Kevin was doing great for the first 5 minutes and we were 
amazed at the hieght we were getting. The next thing we knew he shot up high in the air and 
was slammed down on his right side at full speed. He was knocked unconcious and had to be 
pulled from the water with rescue breaths given to revive him. We took it back the next day. 

50. Mark Says: 
Jurie 7th, 2006 at 8:28 am 

I wish we had the problem of getting to high on the Wego Kite Tube. We cannot get the tube 
off the water. The area just below the recessed foot holds is always touching the water. The 
first weekend the tube was under inflated, because wc had no foot pump, that explained that. 
The second weekend we had h fully inflated, 150-160 pound rider, 10 mile hour head wind, 
and still could not get the tube into the air. The riders have all watched the video. We used 
both the 65' and 55' foot lengths and have tried speeds up to 30 miles on hour. We have 23' -
250 horse I/O - deck boat, with the tow rope attachment about 2/3 ofthe way up the transom. 
Any suggestions would be greatly apprecaited. Thanks 

51. Steve Says: 
June 7th, 2006 at 11:44 am 
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Mark, 

Keep riding, it will take a few tries to get accustomed to. you should let the tube do all the 
work, we sfruggled with this, we were trying to really yank on the handle to make it fly. that is 
the wrong thing to do. just graddually pull back and the wind should do the rest, make sure the 
tube is properly inflated very important!!!! be patient, this thing will soar, i have posted here 
before,, and PLEASE BE CAREFUL!!!!!!! 
we usually run anywhere between 28 to 32mph depending on the wind, there should be no 
problem getting a 150 tO 1601b guy or girl up. send me you email i will send you some pics 

52. Michael Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:09 pm 

We fried this last weekend. It was a blast. Started with the rope at 65 feet behind a Seadoo. 
Had a little trouble with control at first but once we figured out to go directly into the wind it 
was fine. Ifyou get out of control just sit dovm and the tube will go back down to the water. 
Even my almost 50 year old mom had a blast. 

53. Calestie Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:19 pm 

Our family bought the wego kite tube. We all sat down together and watched the instructional 
video twice!! We are all experienced baoters and have been boating for years. My husband 
crashed hard on the tube. He was coughing up blood and had to be lifeflighted to closest 
hospital. Has broken ribs, bruised, and abdominal problems. Hiis tube is NOT SAFE!!!!! We 
followed instmctions exactly. It is totally unpredictable. DO NOT BUY IT!!!!! 

54. .Roc/Says: 
June 8th. 2006 at 4:06 

We bought a Wego Kite Tube, tried it for a couple weekends, and retumed it this week. It can 
be very dangerous! Please be sure it is properly inflated, do not use in unsteady winds, and the 
boat driver should never let the tube get more than 5 feet off the water. The kite can easily soar 
to 25-30 feet, and dump you off hard. We are experienced boaters and tubers, and think this 
tube will eventually do the same thing to anyone who uses it. It can be a lot of fun, till 
someone gets hurt. The last time we used the tube, the rider hit the water and was 
unconscience for about 10 seconds. We experienced a moderate concussion, bmised ribs, 
coughing up blood, and severe headaches in the short time we used it. Definately not worth the 
risks!! 

55. David Says: 
Jun.e 9th. 2006 at 11:24 am 

1 just found this site while looking for information about the Wego Kite Tube after a 17 year-
old in Winter Haven, Florida sustained a life-threatening injury while using this product. The 
young man is an experienced wake-boarder who was preparing for the professional circuit (the 
boat driver was also experienced). This young man sustained a 30-40 foot fall when a sudden 
gust of wind lifted the tube from 10 feet to that height and then flipped him over. He sustained 
a dissection ofthe aorta and has survived only because of prompt emergency care and 6-hour 
surgery in Tampa. 
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This product may provide "thrills," but so does Russian roulette, which is what you are playing 
every time you take a rideon this kite tube. This young man was not an inexperienced "hot 
dog"; he was athletic and experienced. This product should be taken off the market!!! 
Warnings on the tube or on "instructional videos" are not a defense for the continued sale of 
this product. 

For those of you considering purchase and/or use ofthis kite tube, PLEASE review the many 
intemet postings available. Ifyou still decide to use it make sure you have major medical 
coverage and funeral arrangements. 

56. Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » More Kite Tube Problems... Says: 
June.9th, 2006 at 12:06 pm 

[...] Kite Tube!? WOWT | Kite Tubing Writes [...] 

57. Troy Says: 
June 10th. 2006 at 2:46 am 

I have been a boater for many years, my family and I love to tube. 
When I first saw the Wego Kite Tube (overtons I believe) I had to have one. After I trip to the 
lake and some fomm searching, 1 am putting my tube on ebay. This tube has the potential of 
hurting many people, and the one uhimately responsible will be the boat driver. This tube will 
go from skimming the top ofthe water to 20 feet in a blink of an eye. Now this wouldnt be so 
bad at 15 or so mph. I had a 190 pounder at over 40 mph before the tube would lift in a low 
wind situation. Falling off at 40 mph would not be fun. 
I encourage anyone to watch the videos posted on this site before purchasing a kite tube. Look 
at how violent the crashes are. Think ofthe liability involved if someone gets injured behind 
your boat, or worse. Friends are friends until they are layed up, unable to work, bills are pilmg 
up lawsuit to follow. 

58. Coder Says: ^ 
June 12th. 2006 at 1.2j3J.pin 

1 got on one this weekend and I have to say this is sweet! 
My brother-in-law took about a 10' spill on his head and got a headache but he has has much 
worse on his afr chair. Granted we were out on a pretty windy day and we shouldn't have been 
on the first time out. 

I keep reading about people getting hurt on this but a lot of them are starting out with the 65' 
length rope and / or putting it on a ski tower, BOTH of which the instmctions say NOT to 
do!!! 

There is a post about a 100' rope on a tower: 
still recovering Says: 
April 20th, 2006 at 12:53 am 
Using a 100 foot line or tieing to the tower is just stupid. I did a nose dive at 10' and ended up 

in the er. If someone does that at 40' or 75' their dead. 

Not to sound callus but what do you expect? When you don't follow directions you get hurt -
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no matter the product. 

59. John Stabler Says: 
June 13th. 2006 at 5iI9 pm 

I'm all for safe water sports. You should stick within your limits. You need a driver and 
spotter who know what they're doing. With practice you will control the Wego and not the 
other way round. But you need to take it slowly and identify xmsuitable conditions. Wear 
appropriate safety gear and ifyou drive/own the boat you should be insured. 
Personally I like the Wego and it can be alot of fun when used properly. Sure, I've fallen off a 
few times (sometimes spectacularly) but never from a height to cause major damage. You 
should not be flying it at more than 15'. The thing says on it "Don't fly higher than you're 
willing to fall". If it's going too high for you then there is something wrong and you shouldn't 
be using it. 

Dopes on Ropes - Water Skiing and Kite Tubing 

60. admin Says: 
June 13th. 2006 at 8:20 pm 

John, 

From a kite point of view it is not stable, so I am not sure how it can be used safely at all. A 
flat kite needs drag to fly and keep it pointed into the wind. On a flat kite this usually done 
using some sort of tail or drogue shoot. What I see iri the videos etc is the kite starts to cobra, 
this is when the kite starts to oscilate back and forth and sort of looks like a snake dancing. 
This is where you get into trouble... if it sways too much one side of the kite will catch a little 
more wind and keep going and dump the rider and the kite will crash, usually in a nose dive. 

just my 2 cents.. 

' -Bill 

61. John Stabler S ays: 
June 14th. 2006 at 11: i 1 am 

I find that it only "cobras" when you pull too far back on it in an attempt to get more air. This 
is a common mistake by people who do not know how to use it! Your body weight should be 
kept as far forward as possible in order to facilite the kite tubes stabalisation features (the 
design ofthe concave underside). 
Ifyou find yourself having to pull back hard and jump to get air then you are not using it 
properly and yes, you will end up getting dumped when you get an unlucky gust of wind. 

Any water sport is dangerous when not done competently. 

62. Austinga652 Says: 
June 15th. 2006 at 11:34 pm 

Hey guys i am a 16 year old guy that weighs about 155 lbs i got the wego kite tube 2 weeks 
ago and i love it i can stay about 20 feet high for 2 or 3 minutes, it is amazing, once you get the 
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hang of it it is very calm but until you can be perfectly stable on the water i would not 
reconunend going very high. Also note that the boat driver has way more confrol than the rider 
so pick a driver that you can trust, on a day with no wind i go about 35 mph to get out ofthe 
water then the my dad (the boat driver) backs off to about 25 mph and we cruise, i love it 
unfortunatly i am the only one in my family that can do it. it takes a lot of balance. 2 of my 
friends have flipped upside down and had the wind nocked out of them but after a few minutes 
they were fine, however as the tube says never khe higher than you can fly 

63. Sue Johnson Says: 
June 16th. 2006 at 3:32 pm 

Stupid is, is what stupid does. It is sooo obvious that this is just another dangerous water toy. 
Like many that have come and gone on the market, this one just takes a minute of common 
sense and thinking it through to determine "Are you fricking nuts? What part ofwater, plus 
speed, plus height don't you understand? To run this thing at crowded State Parks or Federal 
waterways is just plain INSANE! Heck, its insane just to water-ski when we are packing boats 
into tiny bodies ofwater and making us all travel the same way in fear that we will mn into 
each other, or not allowing us to jump out of our boats to swim, because ofthe danger of too 
many boats on the water. And now, we are putting someone on a flying tube? The word 
FLYING is key! HOWEVER, this is America and ifyou want to be stupid, you are allowed to, 
because our insurance companies, lawyers, and the court systems protect us from being stupid. 
Remember STUPID HURTS! 

64. Gary Says: 
June 16th. 2006 at 5:40 pm 

These tubes are extremely unstable and dangerous. Wego is going to withdraw them from the 
market by the end of summer for sure. Class action lawsuits will happen very soon. 

There's already a ban on Lake Powell near Salt Lake City. The bad press is going to carry 
throughout North America. 

65. Ryan Says: 
June 16th. 2006 at 7:26 pm 

I just got out of intensive care after 4 days with a collapsed lung. Dont get me wrong the kite 
tube is a great tube for some one that likes thrills. I was on the 35 x 35 x $10 plan. 35MPH X 
35 FEET HIGH = 1225 X $10 it cost $12,250 dollars. 

A few things to know before you hook one up... 

- DO NOT USE THIS THING IF THERE IS ANY WIND AT ALL. (the speed will create the 
wind and the driver can control it) 

- Make sure you buy a high pressure pump and get that thing rock hard (if its not the kite will 
flex making it uncontrolable) 

- Hook it fixed and CENTER on the boat (boat speed and stability controls over 50% ofthe 
flight) 

- Make sure you keep contsant presure on the rope (ifyou are too high you will loose the 
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presure) 

- The driver needs to see you at all times (it gains air way to fast) 

- Go for style not height. 

- THIS THING WILL KILL TTIE BEST KITE TUBER AS QUICK AS IT WILL KILL 
YOU!!! 

-HAVE FUN!!! 

Email me with you story. 

rcdobey(g)yahoo.com 

66. RHOCH Says: 
June 16th. 2006 ai 10:59.pm 

Hey...im a 16 year old from Wisconsin... a few of my friends and i have saved the money for 
the kite tube. The store that we talked to said that our 1 lOhp mercury outboard on a 18 foot 
aluma craft boat would easily put the tube into the air... what are some opinions on this? 

67. Iain Says: 
June 18th, 2006 at 8:25 pm 

A friend of mine bought one of these after seeing it on the web. Several of us fried it with 
limited success but loads of fun. A week later 4 of us tried and again had little success at 
flying, then one ofthe team managed to get 10-12 feet for a reasonable time. No problems and 
loads of fim. 

Last week we tried again, first time out I got no more than 6 feet when the thing flipped and 
dived to the water. Don't quite know what happened but the result was a broken ankle and I'm 
looking at 12 weeks before I can put weight on my foot again. Loads of hassle getting to and 
from work, medical bills believe me this thing is just too dangerous. 

68. Jeff Says: 
June,19th, 2006 at 7:36 pm 

hey im 17 and 135 pounds and i got this wego thing goin in a lake tn Virginia...if you want a 
msh, this is gonna give you one, but you gotta be prepared to hit hard. Don't use it on a windy 
day..you can get up a lot better but its a lot harder to control and it flips over sideways which is 
what causes the most injuries. I recommend stayin low to leam it because ifyou get this thing 
goin high, your gonna take a spill..the first time i used it i got a concussion and i consider 
myself lucky especially after hearing some ofthe other stories. You also must have a good 
driver because they need to work the speed to keep you from bitin it everytime.. .1 had a good 
time on this but it is deffinately dangerous, so dont underestimate it and treat it like its just 
another tube... good luck 

69. Chris Says: 
June 20th. 2006 at 11:26 am 
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I have posted here several times and my opinion ofthe kite tube remains the same... YES it 
can be very dangerous but if you take your time getting used to it then it can be controlled... I 
have had it out every weekend for almost 2 months and 1 have yet to fall or be thrown off of it, 
I have been 20-30' many many times and have always remained stable and balanced and have 
always come back down easily, many people have also been hurt on trampolines but they have 
not become illegal, stop all the negetativity.. .if you don't want one don't buy one but don't 
knock what others do for fun by calling them stupid, thats just inmature... every day when we 
ride down a two lane road we are within 5-6' of death every time we pass another car, we 
never know what the other driver is going to do, my only point in this is that we could all die at 
anytime, God only knows when and how, so go have fun kite tubing but know the dangers and 
be careful if the situation is unsafe(too much wind or gusting) then don't fly it, I mean if it 
were a Cat 5 hurricane outside I wouldn't go riding around in my tmck.. .leam to recognize the 
limits of the tube and yourself and have fun!! Just my opinion... 

70. Steve Says: 

June 20th. 2006 at 11:42 am 

I agree with you chris!!!!!!! 

71. Chris Says: 
June 20th, 2006 at 11:55 am 
Hey Hey Tone...I just watched your videos and I think one of your biggest problems is that 
your kite tube looks really underinflated not to mention alot ofthe falls you just jumped off 
instead of riding it out. Also it looks like you have the 65' rope, attached. But you afready have 
an exfra 5-10' from your added rope to get around the outboard so you shouldn't really be 

using the full 65' rope in my opinion thats just too much rope which would explain your 
getting so high. My suggestion, add more air and slow the boat down just a little when alot of 
wind is blowing. 

72. Sportsstuff Inc Says: 
June 21st. 2006 at 10:51 am 

Given the recent online discussions about the dangers of using flying tubes like the Wego Kite 
Tube on this and other fomms, we at Sportsstuff would like to reiterate the importance of its 
proper usage. 

There are inherent risks with any water sport, these risks are significantly reduced when the 
item is properly used under the recommended guidelines. 

The Wego kite tube is an extremely popular item and is unlike any other watersport activity. 
This means that the boat driver, spotter, and rider are all beginners. Take it easy, leam in light 
steady wind, start slow. Do not over-estimate your ability. Kiting takes a practiced level of 
skill. 

No other towable inflatable on the market has such an extensive system of wamings and 
instmction - starting with the packaging, the user's manual, the included instmctional DVD, 
the three segment tow rope that is specifically designed to allow a progression of rope length 
and height relative to user experience, and many waming patches printed on the surface ofthe 
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tube reiterating the proper usage guidelines. In addition, the slogans and markings on the item 
itself are there specifically to remind the rider ofthe possible dangers involved in the misuse of 
this item. To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow the mles. 

The guideline manuals and instmctional video that are packaged with the item are available 
directly from our website at: http://ww^.sportsstuff. com 

Along with the impressive sales numbers and numerous accolades received on this item, the 
Wego Kite Tube was also awarded the prestigious Sporting Goods Manufacturers Association 
- Sports Product ofthe Year award for 2006. 

SportsStuff follows the guidelines set forth by the Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA), 
is an active member ofthe safety board, and takes the safety and wellbeing of our customers 
very seriously. 

So please follow the guidelines, use common sense, practice safe boating, and have fiin! 

Ifyou are interested in learning more about the Kite Tube, please visit 
http://vyww.sportsstuff.com or call 888-814-8833 and let our friendly customer service staff 
answer your questions. 

73. Hey Tone Says: 
June 21st. 2006 at 12:03 pm 

Chris-

It's my site, most ofthe tubing is done by my brother and his (apparently) fearless friends. 
They've perfected getting the kite tube inflated solidly using a wet vac. The newest video 
showcases this inflation. The crash at the end of that video is indeed the 65' rope at about 25-
30 mph, granted an added 3-5 feet for the wrap around the engine. That was actually the first 
mn ofthe day (it was a bit gusty). They immediately changed to the shorter rope (i think 45 or 
35, not sure). All the crashes before that last one are with the shorter rope, and a modest speed. 
What it comes down to is physics - simply - a gust of wind can launch you 10, 15, 20 feet in 
the air even with the shorter rope. I've already spoken with my brother about taking it easier 
when they use that thing, or else someone is going to get hurt. I personally talked to the kid on 
that last fall, and he said he thought he was going to die falling from that height. I talked to 
him 6 days after he crashed, and he still was sore and had bruises, not to mention a chipped 
tooth. 

1 wouldn't be suprised if this thing is banned in a short time, it's fun for most ofthe time but 
the problem is that it is actually difficult to fall off when it is flying properly, which means 
you're just hanging on til the gust of wind comes and mins your day. 

By the way, there is some serious interest in this thing though, my site has never experienced 
traffic like this © 

PS - I've had my fair share ofkite tubing, you can find me in the first video (3rd from the top) 
at the end. I wasn't even that high and i got absolutely creamed. 

74. Hey2orm Says: 
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June 21st,_20()6 at 12:04 pm 

Sorry for the double post, but for those of you who want to know what I'm talking about, click 
my name, it's this link: 

www.heytone.com/movies/movies.html 

75. chris Says; 
June 21st, 2006 a.t.4;J8 .pm. 

hey guys, 

we also have this tube in the uk now and we took it out for the first time last weekend. We 
started off fairly sedately with the 55' but the lake we use is small and surrounded by trees so 
could get it up but not airboume for too long. Hence we progressed to the longer rope and 
found it loved the air!!! We found the best time of day was late aftemnon when the wind had 
dropped. However we also made the mistakes of so many before us and just always wanted to 
go higher so the speed was increasing. Needless to say it wasn't too long before some of us 
took a spill, I flew off backwards and landed on my head (still aches now, but could have been 
worse) and my mate fell quite spectaculary from 20'. Luckily just took his breath away but i 
was worried by his frantic waving - thank goodness he was just excited. The girlfriend decided 
we were having too much fun and she wanted some but with the threat of no sex if I scared the 
crap out of her. I took it easy but found with the low wind I still had to drive at about 25 mph 
to get her a few feet of ah. She screamed a lot - but when doesn't she, and now wants to go 
flying every day!!! 
From some ofthe comments and videos I think some people are just too crazy too soon and 
use water that is alot more exposed than the lake I use. However I will be more sensible as I 
would be lost without my mates and i want ot live to fly another day. 
Take it easy you crazy bunch. 

76. Des Nuitz Says: 
June 22nd. 2006 at 3:08 pm 

I love the comments by Sportsstuff That would be known as the "please don't sue us even 
though boatload of peoples or getting worked by our tube." 

77. Phil Says: 
June 22nd. 2006 at 5:07 pm 

SportsStuff, 

1 understand your not wanting to pull the tube off the market (money is at stake), but perhaps 
apologies to the people who have posted that have been injured. Perhaps even take the time to 
apologize to the families of people killed while using it? 

Of course, I understand you are quite busy. 

78. Steve Says: 
June 22nd. 2006 at 5:30 pm 
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Were flying this weekend. let everyone know how it goes. Is there anyway to post pics on this 
site? 

79. admin Says: 

June 22nd, 2006 at 6:41 pm ' 

Hi Steve, 

Send me the pics bwilson@steadywinds.com and I will post them for you... 
Cheers, 
Bill 

80. admin Says: 
June 22nd. 2006 at 6:53 pm 

In reply to SportStuff s message above... 

Given the recent online discussions about the dangers of using flying tubes like 
the Wego Kite Tube on this and other fomms, we at Sportsstuff would like to 
reiterate the importance of its proper usage. 

There are inherent risks with any water sport, these risks are significantly reduced 
when the item is properly used under the recommended guidelines. 

I assert there is no proper usage as it is an unstable design. U's a flat kite and therefore will 
have stability problems even for the most experienced flyer. There are too many variables to 
deal with that make it unpossible to guarantee reasonably safe flight. 

The Wego kite tube is an extremely popular item and is unlike any other 
watersport activity. This means that the boat driver, spotter, and rider are all 
beginners. Take it easy, leam in light steady wind, start slow. Do not over
estimate your ability. Kiting takes a practiced level of skill. 

No other towable inflatable on the mtirket has such an extensive system of 
wamings and insfruction - starting with the packaging, the user's manual, the 
included instmctional DVD, the three segment tow rope that is specifically 
designed to allow a progression of rope length and height relative to user 
experience, and many waming patches printed on the surface ofthe tube 
reiterating the proper usage guidelines. In addition, the slogans and markings on 
the item itself are there specifically to remind the rider ofthe possible dangers 
involved in the misuse ofthis item. To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, 
follow the mles. 

The guideline manuals and instmctional video that are packaged with the item are 
available dfrectly from our website at: http://www.sportsstu.ff.com 

So essentially what you are saying is you know it's unsafe and that's why you have put all the 
wamings on the product. Yes there is danger in anything we do on the water, however the kite 
tube is much more likely to cause accidents then sorne other sports. The number of serious 
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injuries and deaths resulting from the kite tube should be evidence enough 

Along with the impressive sales numbers and numerous accolades received on this 
item, the Wego Kite Tube was also awarded the prestigious Sporting Goods 
Manufacturers Association - Sports Product ofthe Year award for 2006. 

Well hell let's just all go out and buy one... after all it won an award so it must be safe!!!! 

SportsStuff follows the guidelines set forth by the Water Sports Industry 
Association (WSIA), is an active member ofthe safety board, and takes the safety 
and wellbeing of our customers very seriously. 

So please follow the guidelines, use common sense, practice safe boating, and 
have fun! 

It's good to know who the concerned tubers and others can talk to. Maybe the WSIA will help 
get this product off the market. 

Ifyou are interested in learning more about the Kite Tube, please visit 
http://www.sportsstuff.com or call 888-814-8833 and let our friendly customer 
service staff answer your questions. 

81. Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » SportStuff Responds to Kite Tube posts... Says: 
June 22nd. 2006 at 7:00 pm 

[...] Received this letter as a comment on this site... (originally posted here Kite Tube!? [...] 

82. ChrisW "Chris" Says: 
June 23rd. 2006 at 4:53 pm 

I'm not trying to make this into a pissing contest on here, but Bill "Admin", have you actually 
ridden on the kite tube? If not how can you assert to its stability? As I have previously said on 
here I have ridden the kite tube many many times now and have had no stability problems nor 
have I even fallin off yet. In my opinion this kite tube is a great design and I would have to 
say, props to Sportstuff for coming up with such an irmovative item, we need more companies 
like you who push safety just as far as their innovation. Also I would like to add, refferring 
back to Bill's comment about it being a flat kite, actually it is concave on the underside which 
helps to add stability, you know kinda like a parachute but not so dramatic as that would cause 
too much drag. I think Sportsstuff has really dialed tn on their design and have gone farther 
than most companies on pushing safety. I have a Honda 450R quad that goes about 80mph and 
have wrecked a few times doing 60+mph, I recieved no "apology" letter from Honda, also I 
know many people who have died on quads because they are so top heavy, their families I'm 
sure didn't recieve an apology letter from the manufactuer. People, you all just have to 
understand that yea these things CAN be dangerous, but just like many products, much ofthe 
dangers comes from improper use, or inexperience, in one form or another. 

83. Je« Says: 
June 26th. 2006 at 2:56 pm 

This tube is very dangerous! I would not waste your money! My boyfriend bought one last 
week and we took it out to the lake last weekend. Out ofthe 4 people that rode it two caugt 
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25'-30' air and the tube started spinning out of control, one girl hurt her leg, and my boyfriend, 
started coughing up blood! Please do not use this- it is not safe! It is not worth it to see your 
friends hurt for a few minutes of air time! 

84. RHOCH Says: 

June 26th. 2006 at 3:29 pm. 

will a 115hp mercury outboard boat put this thing in the air using the 65 foot rope? 

85. gone bad Says: 
June 27th. 2006 at 11:03 pm 
I thmk all the people getting hurt on thease tubes should get together and sue the %4%# out of 
sportstuff and for the cost cover the hospital bills and funerals mine were 4000.00 -̂  limg, 
sholder, and a nut 

86. GarK Says: 
June 27th. 2006 at 11:40 pm 

Another death by Kite Tube, this time in Wisconsin today. 

"The man sailed several feet into the air and then hit the water, suffering fatal head and chest 
injuries, officials said." 

87. 5C07TSays: 
June 29th. 2006 at 11:39 am 

I bought 1 about 6 weeks ago we have been vary carefiill but last week my buddy took a 20 ft 
fall and was laid up for 2 days any chance sportsstuff is issueing refunds has any body tried to 
get there money back? I purchased it from Bass Pro Shops but they said it has been too long . 

88. Freddie Says: 
June 29th. 2006 at 9:14 pm 

A friend of mine had one of these. The first pass had my cell phone ringing wanting rides. The 
second pass the kit caught a wind gust and looked like the space shuttle lifting off I thought it 
was going over the boat.The only calls after that were to 911. My friend now has a steel rod 
from his hip to his knee and a collapsed lung. If your idea of a good time is pulling up to a 
body floating face down in the water, get one. You can probaly leam to ride it, but you may 
not live that long. 

Leave a Reply 

Randy Kladivo Name (required) ' 

shannrock7@frcntiernet.iiet Mail (will not be published) (required) 
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WARRANTY 
INFORMATION 

The Distribator and Warrantor of the 
product is: 

SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E Circle, Suite A 

Omaha, NE 68137 - USA 
Td: 402.592.9085 
Fax: 402.592.1354 

Website: ht^://www.sportsstufr.<x)m 

Customer Service: 
888.814.8833 
USA ONLY 

The following information should be filled 
in and kept for your records. 

060703HBB2657 
Attachment#6 

Warranty Information 

Sportsstuff, Inc., 2003 

Date of Purchase: 

Model: 

Purchased From: 

City: 

Zip Code: 

Ttl: 

,State: 

, Country: 

060703HBB2657 

http://www.sportsstufr.%3cx)m
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LIMITED WARRANTY 

Spor(s.<itufr, Inc. wairanls, to the original punrhaaer only, that 
their high performance producls when used for normal recreation
al purposes are fnse from defects in material and woricnuuiship for 
a period of ninety (90) days from date of purchase. Any implied 
warranties are also limited in duration to the 90 day period from 
original purchase date. Some slates do ml allow iimitatinns on 
how long an implied warranty issts, so the above limitation may 
not apply to you. 

There are no warranties which extend beyond the description 
on the face hereof. Sportsstuff, Inc. shall not be held liable for 
incidental or consequentiai damages. Some stales do not allow 
the exclusion or limitation of Incidental or consequential damages, 
so the above limitation or exclusion may not apply to you. 

Sportsstuff, Inc. shall inspect all warranty claims and in the 
event of a defect, repair or replace the defective part or entire item 
at its option. A return authorization number must be ubtained 
prior to i«tum by calling the nurhber listed below or by writing to 
the address on the front of Ihis brochure. Merchandise must be 
relumed, freight prepaid along with proof of purchase, to the 
address below with the return authorization number ih bold on 
outside of package. 

This warranty gi-ves you specific legal rights, and you may 
also have other rights which may vary from state to slale. 

This warranty does NOT cover Products for rental, for hiie 
and other uses not considered normal recreationfll purposes; and 
punctures, cuts and abrasions sustained in normal use; and items 
involved in accideius: and other unreasonable uses ur improper 
storage. Bright and neon colors will fade when subjected to pro
longed sunlight exposure. Bright colored fabrics may bleed ini
tially when wet. Protect interiors and all other siu-faces from pos
sible .staining. 

To validate this warranty, the purchaser must fill out and 
mail Ihe attached Warranty Registration Card along with proof of 
purchase within ten (10) days from the date of purchase. 
Registration is also available online al www.sportsstuff.com. 

Upon expiration of the warranty Sportsstuff will replace 
pans or components with an identical or reasonably equivalent 
part or component for fifty percent (50%) off the then-current 
suggested retail price plus shipping and handling. To order call 
cusiumer service s toll free number: Sgg-814-8t!33. 

To insure pnidiicl warranty, complete and mail the attached 
Warranty Registration Card, along wiih proof of purchase lo 
SPOKTSSTUFF. INC. or register via Spoitsstiiffs intemet site, 
within 10 (ten) days of purchase. 

WARNING: Not for use by children under six years of age. 
PLEASE NOTE: This warranty is valid in the USA only! 
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Attachment* 7 

U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Conunission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety infomiation with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

/ YES O NO 

(Signature) 

CPSC Hotline; 1-80a-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: httpV/www.cpsc.gov 

http://www.cpsc.gov
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Contact List 

Randy (Father) & Travis (Victim) Kladivo-Complainant 
4 553 Bradley Road 
Tower, MN 55790 
218-753-5457 



Doc No: I0670024A Issue: 40 07/05/2006 
07/02/2006 17:34:47 

Name = Randy Kladivo 
Address = 4553 Bradley Road 
City = Tower 
State = Minnesota 
Zip = 55790 
Email = shamrock7@frontiernet.net 
Telephone = 218-753-5457 
Name of Victim = Travis Kladivo 
Victim's Address = 4553 Bradley ROad 
Victim's City = Tower 
Victim's State = Minnesota 
Victim's Zip = 55790 
Victim's Telephone = 218-753-5457 

Incident Description: Wego Kite tube accident. Gust of wind caused lose of control. Fall from 20' at approx 30 MPh 

Victim's age at time of incident =19 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/25/2006 
Product involved = Wego Kite tube marketed by Sportsstuff 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportsstuff Kite Tube 
Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Circle Suite A 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha Nebraska 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = model 53-500 
Date product purchased = June 2006 
Name Release = Do not release name ' 

mailto:shamrock7@frontiernet.net


I0670024A 

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space 
below. 

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any 
changes, additions, or comments I have made) is accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

- . ~ \ • , ^ • - - — ' -

Signature "̂  Date 

y 7 ! I request that you do not release my name. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that 
you not release it to the general public. 

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public. 



I . Task Number 

060703HBB2658 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 05 • 07 

2 Investigator's ID 

9083 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 05 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPlC 029808 

This kite tube incident involved a 26-year-old male wtio was riding the kite tube for the first time. A gust of wind 
suddenly caught the tube and lifted it approximately 25-feet into the air. Immediately after the gust, the kite tube 
twisted first to the right then to the left and then stayed on its side, with the victim still holding on. The kite tube then 
plummeted 25-feet to the water surface. The victims body was thrown in one direction while his right leg remained 
stuck in the leg slot of the tube. He suffered a broken right femur as a result. 

uJ^lf^'f^ 
Y 3 «/HO 

Z-.6iasiiusk —«T«i 
^o«a«owiK)»B» • 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

a City 

PEWAUKEE 

9. State 

Wl 

IDA. First Product 

3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

10B. Trade^Brand Name 

WEGO 

10C. Model Number 

KITE TUBE 

IOD. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF INC. 
11213 "E" Circle (A) 
Omaha, NE 68137 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B, Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

110. Model Nynber 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Ageof Victim 
26 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

14. Disposition 
4 - Hospitalized 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
57 - Fracture 

16. Body Part(s) 
Involved 

81 - UPPER LEG 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational I Travel) 

12 7 1.5 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

21. Case Source 
07 - Consumer Complaint 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

# Yes O No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
0711912006 

25. Reviewed By 
8929 

•26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 
Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

28. Source Document Number 
I0670004A 

'CP5C FORM m (i5i§S) Approved for use through MiSOiSMS OMB NO. '5W^M2§ 
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The kite tube involved in this incident is owned by the victim's friend, as was the boat that 
pulled the kite tube. The kite tube was utilized with the tow rope that came with the tube upon 
purchase (believed to be about a fifty-foot length rope by the victim's friend). The victim and 
group of friends arrived at Pewaukee Lake in Wisconsin around noon. The victim indicated that 
he and other friends had read the manual, waming labels and watched the informational DVD 
provided for the kite tube and were excited to try it out. 

The boat pulling the kite tube at the time ofthe incident was a "19-foot, Malibu, Sportster, in
board motor" with a "350 Chevy Engine (about 310 HP)". The boat was driven by the victim's 
twenty-six-year-old friend, who according to the victim is an experienced boater. The victim 
relayed that the boat driver and kite tube owner, his friend would be willing to answer any 
questions that CPSC might have about the incident. 

According to the victim, the winds were about fifteen miles per hour around the time the incident. 
The victim stated that they were on the west side of Pewaukee Lake, which according to the 
victim is somewhat more protected from the wind and other weather elements, by the many trees 
along the shore. The victim said that it was the first "real nice weekend that we had in 
Wisconsin this season-". 

The incident occurred on the first occasion that the victim tried the kite tube. The victim was 
wearing an approved personal flotation device while riding the kite tube. There were six people 
riding in the boat that pulled the victim on the kite tube. As a result, there were at least three to 
four spotters available to watch and relay the victim's status to the boat driver. 

The victim is a twenty-six-year-old male (D.O.B. 2/18/1980), who describes himself as fit and 
active, with a lean, muscular build. He weighs about 145 pounds and is approximately five foot 
nine inches tall. The victim has water-skied, jet skied and been active in water sports for many 
years prior to this incident. 

On May 7, 2006, at around 12:30 p.m. the victim decided to try the kite tube after watching one 
other friend ride the tube before him. He instmcted the driver ofthe boat to go no more than 
twenty miles per hour and to take it easy with him. Thus the victim indicated that the boat was 
going no more than twenty miles an hour while he was on the tube; The victim estimated that he 
was on the kite tube for a total of about two minutes prior to the kite suddenly crashing down to 
the water. 

The victim described that he was on the tube and "not catching much air at first, until the boat 
tumed into the wind". When the boat was traveling into the wind the kite went approximately 
ten feet up and stayed at that height for about a minute. Then suddenly, a gust of wind appeared 
to catch the kite tube causing it to soar approximately twenty-five feet into the air. Then 
according the victim, while twenty-five feet in the air, the kite tube abmptly twisted to the right 
and then twisted to the left, with the victim unable to control the movement ofthe tube. After 
twisting to the left, the victim explained that the kite tube stayed sideways and rapidly 
plummeted to the water. 

The victim indicated that his body stayed on the tube the entire time during rapid plunge to the 
water and upon hitting the water his body seemed to be thrown in one direction, while his right 
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leg stayed in the leg slot (cockpit area) on the kite tube. The victim then explained that the he 
somehow released his leg from the tube and was stunned by the tremendous pain that he felt in 
his right hip and leg area. The victim said that he thought that either his leg and/or hip was 
dislocated or broken. The victim indicated that he experienced some numbness right away, but 
mainly extreme pain in his hip and leg. 

The boat that had been pulling the victim came around to pick him up. However, the victim was 
unable to get himself into the boat. The victim described that a couple of his friends had to lift 
him out ofthe water by his life jacket onto the boat's swim platform and then into the back ofthe 
boat. Once out ofthe water and in the boat, the victim stated that he was in the most severe pain 
he has ever experienced. One ofthe victim's friends called 911 from a cell phone while they 
were out towards the middle ofthe lake and arranged for the boat to meet emergency medical 
services (EMS) at the boat dock. The victim explained that as far as he could remember it 
seemed like EMS was at the dock by the time the boat reached the dock area, and this was within 
a couple of minutes ofthe call to 911. 

The victim explained that he was in such extreme pain that he could not be moved from the boat 
until EMS administered an IV and gave him two doses of morphine. Then the victim still could 
not be moved from the back seat ofthe boat. As a result, the EMS team removed the boat seat 
and lifted the boat seat along with the victim into the ambulance. The victim indicated that the 
ambulance proceeded to the hospital emergency room were he was admitted. 

The next day, about twenty-six hours after the accident, the victim explained that he underwent 
surgery to repair a broken right femur. The victim stated that his doctor explained to him that the 
amount of force it takes to break a femur is great. In fact, the victim relayed that his doctor 
explained that femur breaks are most often seen as an injury from a violent car crash and such a 
break can be life threatening. 

The victim explained that thus far he has been out of work as a carpenter for more than two 
months and therefore has been without income for two months. In addition, he has observed 
bills for his medical expenses in excess of forty thousand dollars; three thousand of which has 
been "out of pocket" expenses that the victim has incurred as a result ofthis incident (See 
Exhibit B Compcare Insurance Statements). The victim indicated that he has been seeing an 
orthopedic physician on a regular basis due to this injury and that the injury according to the 
physician appears to be healing well. 

At the time ofthe interview, on July 7, 2006, the vicfim continues to walk with a considerable 
limp and the assistance ofa cane. The victim indicated that the future extent of his injury is 
unknown at this time; however, he plans to continue physical therapy and hopes to be back to 
work soon. The victim indicated that he had not yet contacted the manufacturer ofthe kite tube 
to inform them ofthe incident and his serious injury, but he planned to contact them with this 
information in the near future. 

The victim explained that after reading on the intemet about other serious injuries and even 
deaths associated with this product he decided to file an intemet complaint with the U.S. CPSC 
to let the agency know about his injury. The victim's complaint was received by CPSC on July 
1, 2006 and assigned for investigation on July 3, 2006. This Investigator received the 
investigafion assignment on July 5, 2006, and conducted the in-person interview on July 7, 2006. 
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PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 

Manufacturer: Sportsstufflnc. 
Omaha, NE 

Product Name: Wego Kite Tube 
Wamings: Numerous, previously recorded by CPSC and not requested for this 

Investigation. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit A-Digital Photographs 

Exhibit B-Compcare Medical Documentation of Expenses provided by the Victim 

Exhibit C-Release of Name Form 

Exhibit D-Investigation Contact Sheet 

Exhibit E-Missing Document Form 
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DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHS 

A-1 Overview photo taken by CPSC Investigator during in-person interview, showing the 
kite tube involved in this incident (deflated after incident) 
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A-2 Photo provided by the victim, taken by one of his friend's showing the inflated kite 
tube just after the incident 
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A-3 Photo provided by the victim, showing the vicfim high in the air, on the kite tube just 
prior to the kite tube plummeting to the water. The victim estimated that he was about 25 
to 27 feet above the water in this photo. 



1 -
UJ 

UUUJ 
^ O f 
V ( t - M 
U J I / > S 
X 
u x •> 
t r t l - t O i t f t 
i i j <THe 
OCO^-tsT 

- l i - t -
'-J «/»*¥ >..,.., . 

i dCr -4 tAN 

> 
e« 

: - i f i a 

:^ IA 
U i 
X 
u 
M 
U l 
a: 
0 

' C 
• • 'J l 

•' £ ' ' 

1 

- ^ 
( A Z 
l - l 

U i 
uice 
K < 
UJ 
•aca 
# - o 

> u. 
I-I » 

«A 
• t -

< K Z 
U i 3 

n o M X 
X 
o 

• i ' t C t A . 

• • • — S -

^ g 
X - > 
* -< 
X U i 
I - X 
t - t t -
3! 

O 
» - z 
z < 
i'j 
X u i 
U C D 

fiC 

^ . 
1 

<* N 

oe. 
o 
u-
U i -
K - - I 
M < 
( A t H 
« t -
U IZ 
S U 

Q 
3 M 
U U . 
Z Z 

o 
| 0 

Hfe 
M U I 
<AIH 
» - t Z 
> U 

> 0 " Z 
> -o 
Z U 

SC •* 
> • > 
< < A 

• a . « 
U I C K U I txi 

• • - ' , * 

• « t • 

o 
(-
h-
x • U > M 
• I O 
OCtl i 

octn 
3 M 
o x 
>»-

u. 
U I O 
Z ' 
h - U 
' z s*̂  

U i U 
a: (9 

< u a . 
(A 
< z 
u o 
_ l 
a . u 

o 
^ • - j 

O h -
U i O 
) - i Z 

t i§^5 S25. 
< U < 4 > o a £ . . J . . i ( / ) 

t - Z U J O 
Z 4 ! Z « I 
IU I - . 

n 
: u i < A Z z < 
1 U M U , . J 
I X O C A U O 

X Z U J 3 U Z « 
t - o z x o < o a 
tio u iH-> u i n u i 
s c a u i U < A < M 
- > u i 3 « * : i ~ o > ' i x z 
C a < A t - 0 3 M 3 U 
/ < < U i l k O > « A Z Q 
^ '-cosqi- : » O i t n t - t 
>j<. ^ ' U i < a i o < < 
< ( A U J I - J (Aoe-i 
=»t-tO<niA u u u . 
1- XMZOt iU o 
Ut-t iH/iOtUZiOC 
< z o e z > - i x - 0 3 : 
(KUIUJOt-OMOUl 
i - s u . a . ( A ) -
Z > > U . ( i O U I l A 3 
0 < < f - I U I = > 3 S 

> - H I 

> U . U 
u a. <a a£ c r u 31-< K 
^ ^ ^ s 

M r . 1 
4 0 

f . \ 

to 
U i 

•-* 
CQ 
u 

I 



O' . 
r». N 
CM 
. • . ' • • ; 

X 
o 
« 

. 
o 
a. 

r̂  
N<a-
M r ^ 
1 i n 

• • o * . 
t o 1 o 
( J X h ' t f - o 
KSTfOi-IO 
I f t N O O •• 

1 1 IA 
C O N 1 
C O N O 

M O r ^ o 
, .». .« Iv-rf 

• - • o r . -
. • .-• ,Ov -.-
U " O O U . 
4 C U I I ' 
- i U > - ( X 
3 « e 

au. - •• * < A 
c > . . j oe 
z - i d s o o o o U . H I - . X 

< H 
o 

v»z l»4 
u 

gg 
u 

, g i 
u. IH » 

i n 
• H 

Q i Z 
U O 
o o M X 
X 
o O t a 

-a.ui 
I A S 
* - t -J l 
X ~ l ' 
l - < 

X U 
I - X 
1-11-
3 

o 
>-z 
z< t 
u 
x u 
u o 

X 
r 
<r N 

-<]£' -
O 
U . 

u • 
H - i 
• - t < 
( A M 
« t -
U Z 
3 U 

o 3 > - i 
U U . 
Z Z 

o 
oeo o . • 
O . K . 
- - I i •-

- . H Z . 
M U 
< A M 
M Z 
> U 

> C - Z 
H O 
Z U 

3Er '̂  

>>• < « A 

•a.< 

« 
O K 
1 -

X • 
oaa M O 
oeu 
oecA 
O M 

. O X 
> H 

u. 
u o 
5u 
. . Z 
o o .« I . • 
u u 
ects 

< u o . IA 
< z 
u o _ i 
C L U 

U 
- M 

O H 
u o 

2 3 o x " X z 
(OXZM OU>-
< o < < -uox 

.^_ l<A • M 
H Z U 4 U I A Z Z 4 
z < : i z M U M U - i 
U H ttUlAUU 
X Z U O U Z M 
H 0 Z X 0 4 0 a 
(A U > - > U l A U 
O O U U«A<tM 
- ^ U S O f l - U M X Z 
O C A I - O O M 3 U 
< < U U . O > C A X O 

«a«a saocMM : 
- I U < U I O < 4 
<<Aiu>J iAa : - i 
OHOMIA UUU. 
H Z M Z O £ U O 
U»-U<AOU13Cie 
< Z C I £ Z M X - I 3 3 
Q C U U O H O t q O U 
»-XU.O.<AH- • > M 
Z > U . I A U ( A 3 > 
0 < M U 0 0 3 I 1 . U 
UOL.oo«au3Ma: 

N M 00 n 

<o u u 

I 



mmm^m^mm^mm 

3 s 
^ 
f 
5 
S 

i 
S 

J ; 

< i 

A 

a t*. 
«S1 
N 

X 
o «Q 

N M 
1 in 

soo> IO 1 e 
ONQltf O 
i<rMMO inNco " 

I 1 in 
O N 1 
OONO 

Morvo 
3 1 1 •• 

M o r > 
•«-rO 

Jita?t 
^ g - * 
OU. •• •• • <A 
Z _ I 0 ' 0 o o o o 
U. I -PX 

(A 
O 
X 

M 
Of o 
X u 

u o 
3 
o 
Z o z o u o 

5 

'S 

I 

e o e 

a 
<? 
o 

• o •• 
o 

ft*-. 

o 
a . 

N 

•a-

H 
U i 

U U 
; K : ( K 
< A 1 - M 
U V ) 3 
X 
O X -
Ml-(AIA 
U s t M O 
0 C f f > - J 4 -

- J M 
• ^ ( A < 1 

. ..-. I S . . • 
z i n * - N " ' •' 
< M I A N 
> ^ M U I A 
ttN3lA 

Z ' 
4 
> 
oe 

^ 
u i i 
«A 
Ul 
X 
u 
<A 
u 
OS 
„ 
o 

\^k-
'•'' I s 

' 5' 
1 

N 
r>. 
o 
I V 

M 

a. 
•ON 

» Oi 
oc 
N 

i 
P 
3 

3S 

•9 
: : j | : 
•*s 
6 

^ 
• 

r 

j 
1 
^ 

' • ' 

* 

• • 

1 £ 
1 S 
3 
^ 
a 

u 

s X 

# 

• » 
5 a 
a. 
^ 
1 
1 

S 
1 
1 
ul 

ife 1 
1 
5 
- • , • • • • • ' 

§ 

1 
i 

1 
< 
1 

{ } 

£ 
S 

BE 

1 
1 

• 

, ' . . * • ' 

C 

hi "Q 

n 
n 

1 
z 
p 
*̂  

l^ i**" ' "" 

W 
I A 

. 
n 
rs. 
o 

• . « - « 

, 0 0 
<a-e 
o o ' 

o 
• o . 

o 
e 

' o 
. • M 

N 
' - . : - . - - • - < 

m-
Ui 

» 
u 

o 
y> 

K> 

» N 

'• ; - M 

w 
N 

- • : . o> - -
N 

. M " 

«o 
o e 
• N O 
M ••-• 
M S « 
v r « . 
i n u ^ 
o -« 
1 M 

s> 
a . 

- • X - - • • 
r» 
e 
V 
I A 
O 

M I A 
U 

- i < 3 
4 0 i : 
1 - 4 
M X 
C L O 
i«A 
O X 

- X O . 
o 

. - I W 
• < t x -

M M 
0 £ N 
O M 

• X O 
u X 

u 
o 3 
o 
X 
o 
z 
o 
o 
o 

- : ^ 
-.ir-" " . N 
a \ 
w> 

M 

o o 
r - o 

o s e 

«• 

o 
o 

, . - o 

5£^ c_. 

N 
• • . • « . 

u 
flO 
u 

a 
m 
>o 

• " • ' • N -

IA 

« 
>a-
o 

• ' O*" 
K ) 

(Nl 

vO 

o n 
vo»-

• M • • 
M - * 
V N 
I A 9 « 
a -
1 N 

vo 
o 
•s,- - " -
r -
o 
N , 
i n 
a 

M I A 
C9 

- i = > 
< C K 
l - O 
M X 
0 . O 
l A i n 
O N 
X O , 

- 1 
4 . 
M 

oe 
o 
X 
u 
* 
o 
o 3 
o X . 
o 
z 
o 
o 
o 

VC 

o 
f v 
M 
W 

'cro 
w o 
M O 
«Q 

o 
o 

• o . 

.• • . ' . • • • 

N 
• • • , ^ . ' ' 

. im. 
u 
CO 
u 

CO 
N 

Ov 
0 0 

N 
c v 

^ 
- - e 

«» 

>0 
e o 
N O 

- M • 
M V O 
N , « ^ 
i n « 
o 
1 

<o 
O 

• " t f io f^ : 

^. o 
N 
I O 
o 

M « A 
o - 1 3 

4 0 < 
H O 
M N 
0 . 0 0 
( A I A 
O N 

, z a 
- i 
4 ' 
M 
OC 
o 
X ' 
u X 

o 
o 

§ 
o 
z 
o 
u 
o 

• - ' . • • ^ - • 

- . " • • > « 

'. O ' 
. 

« » • 

IA 

o o 
N O 

OOP 

C3 

o 
e 

, i ' • - . . 

N 
• -:.m -

s 
' ' c o • 

. m 
a 
o 

• ? * • 

o 
o 

M 

>r 

vo 
o e 
N O 
l - l • 
M O 
N i n 
LA 
O 
I 

VO 

o 
i*sr'.-

f v 
a 
N 
I A 
ca 

M ( A 
U 

_ I M 
4 - i 
H O . 
M O . 
0 . 3 
(A (A 
O 
X - i 

4 
: ^ U 
' 4 M 
M O 

oeu 
o x 
X N 
U O 
X N O 

N 
O O 
O 
3 
o 
X ' 
o 
z 
o 
o 
o 

r*""*^ 
vo 
M 

P« 
e^ 
CO 

w o 
i n a 

v o o 
M 
N 

O 
o 

o 

N 
• • • • • - • < • 

-•-m 
" ' : OD 

w 

i n 

« 
t v 

w 
N 

t n 

«̂ 
fvl 

' m 
o 
M 

vo 
o o 
N W 
•-I . 
M O 
N N 
i n w 
o « 
1 M 

vo 
o 

- . - N ' - ^ 
I v 
O 
N 
i n 
o 

M « A 
U 

_ I M 
4 - 1 
H O . 
M O . 
0 . 0 
(A (A 
o-
X > J 

4 
- I U 
4 M 
M O 
ocm 
o x X N 
U O 
X I V 

N 
U O 
o 
3 
O 
X -
o 
z o 
u 
o 

CO 
• M 

. 
w 
-a-
N 

m o 
i n o 

g« 

o 
o 

o 

N 
.^•f l ;4t 

u 
o 
u 

vo 
N 

sr 
vo 

s r 
» v 

N 
• » • • 

N 

vO 
e o 
N o 
— < . M f v 
N i n 
i n w 
o 
1 

« o 
"•N 

r v 
o 
N 
U l 
o 

M ( A 
U 

— I M 
4 - 1 
H O . 
M O . 
0 . 0 
(A (A 
O 
X - J 

4 
- I U 
4 M 
M O 
Q £ U 

o x X N 
U M 
X t v 

N 
usa 
O 

' 3 

s 
Z 
O 

u o 

o-
• • • < - « , 

. VO 
r v 

s r o 
w o 
coo 
M 

• • ; 

O 

e 
0-. . . :-

SJ 
Vff'"^ 

••' o a 

u 

w 
M 

O 
N 

N 
I V 

M 
• • • O v 

VO 

o m 
N O 
M • 
r - t , ^ 
N M 
i n M 
o 
1 

VO 
e 

• • N ' - : 
r v 
O 
N 
i n 
o 

M « A 
Ul 

, ^ M 
4 - 1 
H O . 
M O . 
CL.O 
( A I A 
O 
X - I 

4 
- I U 
4 M 
M O 
oeu 
o x 
X N 
U N 
X i v 

N 
U O 
O 
3 
O 

o 
z 
o 
^ 

* 
s 
5 
S 
^ 





e 
rv 
N 
N 

X 
o 
m 
. o 

o! 

t v 
N ' * 
N M 
1 i n 
'«ev 
w 1 o 
ov9><a-e 
s r w M O 
l A N O " 

1 1 i n 
O N 1 
O N O 

Morvo 3 1 1 " 
M o r v 

« o 
U " O U . 
4 U 1 1 
- i U M X 
3 0 ^ 

ou. " " • «A 
O - I oc 
Z - I O O 

o o o o U . H H X 

M 
O. 
(A 
O 

I 

u u u ^oc 
t O H M 
U I A 3 
X 

u x •< 
U < d - M O 

oco-isr 
_ I M 

- > « A 4 I 
IV 

Z k A H N 
4 M < A N 
> - M U W 
OCNSCUl 

--

---

». (0 

1 
s 
u. 
s 

1 
C 

£ 
c 
^ * f l 
^ 
Q 

K 

K-

1 
s i 

: • • • 

1 
I 

' • • 

• > 

1 
X 

' * » 
3 
L? 
a. 

1 
- • • • • 

1 

7. 

'S 
1 si 
4 

1 

,, 
"2 

• • 

1 i 
i ' 

;-̂ i 

-̂  

... 

: " • 

; • -

" W O 

1 e ov 
N O 

i t n M 
•ov 

N 

N O N O 
o*o^:- vo-o^. 

•••: * ' . • - . - * : • 

m o N O 
o . 
• v 

e o 
e o 
o o 

" N N " 
4 4 
0 ) CO 

u u 
eo 00 
u u 
ov O 
| v CO 

sr N 
.̂̂ -r v 

O N 
m M 

»» w 
* i M 

m 
• - - . . 

w 
HO . » 0 . . 

or^ o o N W N O 
M • M - « 
Msr- Mvo^ 
N-o^^ :NM^^ 
insw Itt 
O l - •»,: O -
1 > » 1 

VO « 
e :.• e •' 
N N 

^ - ^ ^ m 
N •-•-- N •£•:• 

m m e .••' e 

- M - V - - M > . -
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMNGSSION 

AUTHORJZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety hrformation with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or. 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

^ 

YES O NO 

(Signature) (Date) 

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: tittp://www.cpsc.sov 

http://www.cpsc.sov
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INVESTIGA TION CONT A CT SHEET 

Name: 
Title: 

Address: 

Phone: 

Email: 

Name: 
Address: 

Phone: 

Name: 
Address: 

Phone: 
Fax: 

Name: 
Address: 

Phone: 

Name: 
Address: 

Phone: 
Fax: 

Ryan Rescheske 
Victim 

2115 S. 94'" St. 
West Allis, WI 53227 
(414)651-3542 

macoy@wi.rr.com 

Waukesha County Sheriffs Dept. 
515 W.Moreland Blvd. 
Waukesha, WI 53187 
(262) 548-7126 

City of Pewaukee Police Dept. 
W240 N3065 Pewaukee Road 
Pewaukee, WI 53072 
(262) 446-5070 
(262)691-5720 

Village of Pewaukee Police Dept. 
235 Hickory St. 
Pewaukee WI 53072 
(262)691-5678 

Town of Delafield Fire & Rescue 
W304 N2455 Maple Avenue 
Delafield, WI 53018 

(262)367-6930 
(262)367-9544 

Contact Dates/Information 
Initial -07/05/06 emailed & telephoned 
vicfim 7/6/06-set up in person 
interview 
07/07/06-in person interview with 
vicfim 
7/10/06-emailed victim to request that 
he obtain medical records 7/13/06 
emailed about recall 
7/17/06-follow up on records not yet 
obtained, is working on doing that 

Contact Dates/Information 
7/10/06 No report done as a result of 
incident (per D. Blasius) 

Contact Dates/Information 
7/10/06 No report done as a result of 
incident (per D. Blasius) 

Contact Dates/Information 
7/10/06 No report done as a result of 
incident (per D. Blasius) 

Contact Dates/Information 
7/10/06 Faxed request for report. No 
response received as of 7/18/06 

mailto:macoy@wi.rr.com
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Status of Missing Document(s) 

The official records below were requested for this investigation report, but could not be 
obtained. 

1. Town of Delafield Fire and Rescue Report 

2. 

3. 

4. 





I.Task Number 

060706HBB1617 

3. Office Cocie 

810 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 11 

2. Investigator's ID 

6951 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 06 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 19 year old single male rider of a kite tube fell from a height of 25 feet in the air, into the water of the river on which 
the boat pulling the kite tube was operating. The victim was wearing a helmet and life vest at the time of the incident. 
The victim suffered a mild concussion from the fall. The boat pulling the kite tube at the time of the incident was 
occupied by the driver, the victim's brother and two other Individuals as the boat traveled at about 25 miles per hour. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PUCE 

8. City 

PORT DEPOSIT 

9. State 

MD 

IOA. First Product 
3200 - Water Tubing (activity. Appa 

10B. Trade/Brand Nam* 
WEGO 

IOC. Model Number 

53-5000 

IOO. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSTUFF, INC 
11213 East Circle, #A 
Omaha, NE 

11 A. Second Product 11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

l i e . Model Number 

NONE 

110. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
19 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

14. Disposition 
1 • Injured, not Hosp. 

IS. Injury Diagnosis 
52 - Concussion 

16. Body Part(s) 
Involved 

75 - HEAD 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

1B. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

19 .5 /3 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

21, Case Source 
07 - Consumer Complaint 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

# Yes O No O Verbal 
24. Review Date 

07/12/2006 
25. Reviewed By 

8922 
26. Regional Office Director 
Eric B. Ault 

27. Distribution 
Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L. 

28. Source Document Number 
I0670069A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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Doc#10670069A 

This assignment was predicated upon a consumer's compliant ofa kite tube incident 
involving the complainant's nineteen year old brother (DOB: 09/16/1986; 5' 11"; 170 
pounds), as the victim. The complainant provided the information in this report, as he 
was the owner and the driver ofthe 19 foot "Bayliner Capri" boat, bearing Maryland 
vessel registrafion # MD 8594BS being used to tow the kite tube, at the fime ofthe 
incident. The complainant has owned this boat for a three year period prior to the kite 
tube incident. The victim was unavailable for interview as he was out ofthe area. 

The product involved in this incident is one ofthe emerging hazard products, described 
as a "Wego" kite tube by Sportsstufflnc; - model 53-5000, of 11213 East Circle, #A, 
Omaha, NE - ((402) 592-9085). The complainant (DOB: 07/18/1974; 5'9"; 175 pounds) 
had purchased the kite tube off of the inter-net, after seeing a video on the kite tube and 
thinking this might be a "fun" thing to do, from "boattube.com, on 05/18/2006, under 
their order # 1293. The kite tube was delivered to the complainant on 05/22/2006 via 
United Parcel Services (UPS) at the cost of $499.95. Included in this order was a "free" 
life vest as a gift for purchasing the kite tube. Also received was an instmction video to 
be reviewed prior to using the kite tube. No changes, repairs or modifications were made 
to the kite tube by the complainant. 

On Sunday evening, 06/11/2006, at about 5:00 PM, the complainant, the victim, the 
victim's 18 year old girlfriend and a 19 year old male friend ofthe victim's (both the 
girlfriend and the male friend's dates of birth; height and weight are unknown), were all 
in the boat on the Susquehanna river, in an area down stream ofthe Conowingo Dam, 
near the town of Port Deposit, Maryland. The weather was bright and sunny, with a 
strong wind blowing. Boat fraffic in the area was light and the area was clear of any other 
obstmctions. According to the complainant, "it was the ideal weather conditions and time 
of day, to fly the kite tube". Both the victim and the complainant had on at least three 
separate occasions, prior to the incident, watched the instmctional video to insure that 
they understood the safety issues on the use ofthis kite tube. It should also be noted that 
on at least two separate dates/occasions, before the incident, both the complainant and the 
victim had attempted to "fly" the kite tube by pulling it behind the boat, but had been 
unsuccessful, in at least eight to ten attempts to get the kite tube out ofthe water and into 
the air. The victim, who was wearing the "free gift' life vest and a.water ski type of 
helmet, was the only person on the kite tube. The complainant attached the kite tube 
hamess to the back of his boat and adjusted the tow rope to a length of about forty five 
feet, which was the recommended length for a beginner to use as outlined in the 
instmctional video. With all in place the boat was moved out to a position to stretch of 
the rope away from the boat. 

http://boattube.com


060706HBB1617 
Doc#10670069A 

Once all was in place, the complainant began to mn the boat at a speed of between twenty 
five (25) and thirty (30) mile per hour (mph). This was the recommended speed to travel 
in order to get the kite tube up in the air according to the instmctional video. Once the 
boat reached this speed, the kite tube became airbome. The kite tube was in the air at a 
height estimated to have been about twenty five feet off of the surface ofthe water, for 
about a three to four minute period. At this point a gust of wind suddenly "kick up", 
causing the kite to dip and begin tuming towards a vertical position. In order to try to 
right the kite tube, the complainant sped up the speed of the boat, a little, which only 
caused the kite tube to go more out of control, as it tumed and twisted in the air. The 
complainant then tried backing off of the speed that the boat was traveling, but at this 
point the kite tube was in the vertical position and tossed the victim off and into the water 
below. The complainant could not see whether or not the kite tube landed on top ofthe 
victim as he was tuming the boat around to go to the area in which the victim had landed 
in the water. Arriving at the point where the victim was in the water, the people in the 
boat pulled the victim into the boat and they took him to the shore. The victim had blood 
mnning from his mouth as he was coughing up the blood and water which had gotten into 
his body from this incident. Medical personnel were called to the scene and medical 
treatment was begun at the boat dock area. A medical helicopter was called to the scene 
and the victim was air lifted to the University of Maryland medical center in Baltimore, 
Md. 

Maryland Natural Resources police- officer J. Vogt, was the responding official, to take 
charge at the incident scene. Under that organization's central region case number of 
106007225-N, the report was filed at 3738 Gwynnbrook Ave., Owings Mills, Maryland 
21117 - ((410) 356-7060), the police headquarters. 

On 07/06/2006 in a telephonic interview and again on 07/07/2006 in a face to face 
meeting with the complainant at his home, the facts ofthis incident were verified. The 
complainant stated that this was the first inflatable product that he had every towed 
behind his boat. He additionally stated that both he and the victim had planned to use 
hand signals to communicate while using the kite tube, but that with the distance off of 
the water and size and configuration ofthe kite tube this was not able to be done as they 
could not see one another. The complainant saw the victim fall from the kite tube, land in 
the water, but lost sight ofthe victim for a brief period as he began to tum the boat 
around to go to the aid ofthe victim. The complainant executed a Release of Name 
Authorization which is attached as an exhibit to this report. 
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Further from watching the instmctional video pertaining to the kite tube, it was the 
impression of both the victim and the complainant, that the kite tube could be controlled 
by the length of rope being used as it limited the height that could be reached. The 
consumer noticed no mechanical issues with the kite tube after the incident and stated 
that he saw none prior to the incident. The complainant felt, that even though the 
instmctional video did not show the kite tube rider wearing a helmet, if was very 
fortunate that the victim was wearing one at the time ofthis incident, along with the life 
vest. In regards to the safety wamings that appear both on the kite tube and in the video 
the complainant and the victim had both been made aware of them and read them fully 
before using the kite tube. The complainant did state that it is written in bold lettering on 
the kite tube- "never kite higher, than you are willing to fall", which the complainant 
found interesting in light ofthis incident. 

A copy ofthe medical release form was provided to the complainant to obtain the release 
of medical records for treatment ofthe victim, by obtaining the victim's signature, when 
he retums to the area. The victim was treated and released from the medical center at the 
University of Maryland, without an over night stay for a slight head concussion. The 
victim does not suffer from any lingering effects ofthis incident, although he still has 
follow up doctor's visits to be made. 

Telephonic contact was made with the responding police department in order to obtain a 
copy of their report. The report has not yet been completed and should be forwarded to 
this office when ready for public information. 

In a telephonic briefing to the Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, Office of 
Compliance and Field Operations and follow up e-mail instmction, no copy ofthe 
owner's manual was obtained in this investigation. During the face to face meeting with 
the complainant, the kite tube was inflated in the garage area ofthe complainant's home 
and a color photograph ofthe kite tube was exposed as required by the assignment 
instmction to verify the manufacturer of the kite tube. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION: 

The product involved in this incident is a kite tube, inflatable, purchased on line 
from "Boattube.com" for $499.95. Kite tube by "WEGO" is made by Sportsstuff, Inc., 
11213 East Circle, #A, Omaha, NE. 

http://Boattube.com
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ATTACHMENTS: 

1) Contact Information 
2) Release of Name Authorization 
3) Missing document form 
4) Color identifying photograph 
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CONTACT INFORMATION; 

Daniel Klawitter, 105 Turtleback Court, Rising Sun, MD 21911 - ((302) 631-7393) 
contact dates 07/06 & 07/2006 



U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with ns. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about sfjecific products or hazar<3s. Manufecturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional infonnation on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we wiU of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

YES G NO 

L - V : A 7 g ^ Jf 
(Signature) (Date 

l/ZoC 

CPSC HotBne: 1-80a638-CPSC(2772) • CPSC's Web Site: hfip://wvi(w.cpsc.gov 
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STATUS OF MISSING DOCUMENT 

The purpose ofthis record is to notify the reader that the following document(s), which is/are 
missing from this report, will not be collected. 

1. victim's medical records 

2. Police report 

3. 

The investigator indicates in the report that he/she requested a copy ofthe above listed 
document(s), but the document(s) was/were not yet available when the investigation report was 
completed. The investigator intended to forward the document(s) for attachment to this report 
when the requested material was obtained. 

The investigator has made numerous attempts, since the original request, to collect a copy of the 
requested document(s) but has not been successful. Because ofthe problems associated with the 
collection of this material and our limited investigation resources, no additional efforts will be 
made to collect the missing document(s). 

We apologize for any inconvenience the missing data may cause you. 

Date: July 8, 2006 Investigator No.: ^^^^ 

Regional Office: Supervisor No.: 
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Identifying iphotograph of the kite tube: 



Doc No: I0670069A Issue: 40 07/06/2006 
07/05/2006 10:42:13 

Name = Daniel Klawitter 
Address = 105 Turtleback Court 
City - Rising Sun 
State = Maryland 
Zip = 21911 
Email = danklaw@yahoo.com ^ 
Telephone = 302-631-7393 
Name of Victim = Richard Henderson III 
Victim's Address = 1784 Jacob Tome HWY 
Victim's City = Port Deposit 
Victim's State = Maryland 
Victim's Zip = 21904 
Victim's Telephone = 410-658-6059 

Incident Description: Travelling 25 mph the tube abruptly flew 25feet in the air and ejected the victim off of the tube. 
The victim was coughing up blood and had 
to be flown to a trauma center for evaluation. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 19 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6-11-06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 53-5000 
Date product purchased = 6-1-2006 
Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public 

mailto:danklaw@yahoo.com




I.Task Number 

060706HBB1619 

3, Office Code 

810 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 01 

2 Investigator's ID 

910B 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 06 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

While a 24-year-old male was tube kiting on a lake from a height of 20 to 25 feet and a boat speed of 25 to 35 m.p.h., 
the kite tube suddenly tilted sideward and fell to the water below. The victim was treated at a local hospitalfora broken 
right femur and bruised ribs. The victim is expected to make a full recovery. 
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7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

8. City 

WRENTHAM 

a State 

MA 

IOA. First Product 

3279 - Flotation Devices 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 

WEGO 

100. Model Number 

53-5000 

IOD. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSTUFF INC. 
11213 East Circle,#A 
Omaha, NE 68102 

1IA. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

l i e . Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Ageof Victim 
24 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

14. Disposition 
4 • Hospitalized 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
57 - Fracture 

16. Body Parl(s) 
Involved 

81 - UPPER LEG 

17. Respondent 

1 -victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

2 • Telephone 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

10 7o 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

21. Case Source 
07 - Consumer Complaint 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

Yes No O Verbal 
24. Review Date 

07/1312006 
25. Reviewed By 

9062 
26. Regional Office Director 
Eric B. Ault 

27. Distribution 
Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Kessler, Charles R; Twitchell. Jason M. 

28. Source Document Number 

I0670072A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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The information contained within this report was obtained from the victim's sister, 
stepmother, and friend during separate telephone interviews; from the local fire official 
during a telephone interview and review ofthe incident and emergency medical services 
report; and from the state environmental police official during a telephone interview. As 
instmcted by the Compliance Officer, this high-priority assignment did not require an 
onsite investigation or the collection of product literature. As this investigator did not 
have the opportunity to examine the incident product, the information contained in the 
product identification section of this report is based upon information received from the 
above-listed respondents and/or from the manufacturer's website. 

The victim's sister, a 22-year-old female, and the victim's friend, a 24-year-old male, 
provided the majority ofthe details for this incident involving a kite tube. The 24-year-
old male victim, approximately 160-pounds in weight, was described as a normally active 
young adult with no known medical or psychological abnormalities. The victim lived 
with his parents on a small lake where the incident occurred. The victim's father owned a 
340-horsepower inboard-motor power boat which was docked at this same address. 
Although the victim had limited previous experience with the incident product, the 
victim's friend stated that the victim, who had lived on the lake his entire life, was 
considered to be an expert-level water skier, a near expert wake boarder, and experienced 
with water tubing activites. He further explained that the victim and his friends, described 
as experienced with various water sports, were always seeking to try new watercraft 
devices. 

On June 30, 2006, the victim received the recently purchased kite tube via the mail. Upon 
opening the product packaging and reading the instmctions, the victim and two friends 
decided to try the product on the lake. According to the victim's sister and friend, there 
were wamings on the product and/or product literature that mentioned you would be safe 
as long as you kept the speed below 25 m.p.h. She stated that the victim had read the 
wamings and had the impression that the product would be safe to operate. The product 
was sold with an adjustable tow rope. According to the victim's friend, the tow rope was 
adjusted by the victim to the expert-level length of 65 feet. Each ofthe three participants 
took a brief ride on the incident kite tube. The average boat speed was estimated to be 25 , 
m.p.h and the average height ofthe rider did not exceed 10 feet. The friend stated that 
although the victim's ride was without incident, he (the friend) suffered a minor shoulder 
strain from his ride and that the other rider suffered a bloody nose. Neither injury 
required medical treatment. 

On July 1, 2006, the following day, the victim took his father's boat out on the lake with 
three different male friends, ages 21, 22, and 23. The 21-year-old male was the driver of 
the boat at the time ofthe incident while the other two friends were spotters. The driver 
reportedly had more than 500 hours experience operating power boats. The tow rope 
length was maintained at 65 feet. The victim was wearing a bathing suit and life vest. 
According to the historical weather data website, www.weatheninderground.com, the 
weather conditions for the local area at the approximate time ofthe incident were as 
follows: 82° F temperature, 44% humidity, 15 m.p.h. wind speed, 20 m.p.h. wind gusts, 
and clear. , 

http://www.weatheninderground.com
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The victim entered the water to prepare for his ride at approximately 1 p.m. The 24-year-
old friend, who was not present, stated that the friends present on the boat and witnesses 
on the lake have described the following details to him. During the victim's ride, the boat 
speed was reported as averaging between 25 m.p.h and 35 m.p.h. He apparently had no 
problems becoming airbome and maintained a height of about 12 feet for approximately 
one minute. As the boat accelerated, he then reportedly increased an additional 10 feet to 
a total height of between 20 and 25 feet. 

Almost immediately after reaching a height of between 20 and 25 feet, the incident kite 
tube suddenly tilted sideward with the victim holding on to it, and fell to the water below. 

Upon impact, the victim reportedly bounced a considerable distance away from the tube. 
The boat immediately circled around to the victim. Upon approach, he appeared 
unresponsive and they thought that he was either in shock or unconscious. Two of his 
friends (the spotters) entered the water to rescue him. They reported that the victim 
started to yell and scream. Concemed that he may have suffered a head or spinal injury, 
they laid him on the swim platform located on the stem ofthe boat, called 911 with a cell 
phone, and transported him to shore. When they got to shore in about five minutes, the 
ambulance was there. The victim was reportedly in extreme pain. The local EMS 
technicians took some time to stabilize him and put his leg in traction before transporting 
him by ambulance to a local hospital. 

The victim suffered a broken femur in his right leg and bmised ribs. There was no head 
or spinal injury. The victim was treated in intensive care unit due to complications 
involving bone marrow leaking into the blood which resulted in respiratory difficulties 
and delay of surgery. 

On July 10, 2006, successful surgery was performed on the victim's right leg. The 
victim's stepmother stated that the victim's recovery was progressing well. 

The state's department of environmental police responded to the scene and conducted an 
investigation. A copy of their investigative report was requested. The local emergency 
medical services report was obtained and a copy ofthe victim's medical records was 
requested from the family. When or if these records are received, a separate addendum 
will be submitted. 

PRODUCT INFORMATION 

The product was a tube kite. The Wego-brand inflatable tube kite, model 53-5000 was 
approximately 10-foot in diameter, circular in shape, and red, yellow, and black in color. 
The saucer-type tube was composed of mostly heavy-duty nylon materials and included 8 
handles. The product contained black cautionary waming stripes on the floor and black 
skull and crossbones on the bottom. The product was purchased, online, by the victim 
and received via the mail on June 30, 2006. The purchase cost was approximately $500. 
The product was sold with a tow rope component. The adjustable tow rope was 
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segmented into three different lengths; 45 foot for beginner level; 55 feet for intermediate 
level; and 65 feet for expert level. 

The product was manufactured by: 

Sportstuff Inc. 
11213 East Circle, #A 
Omaha, NE 68102 
Tel 402-592-9085 

PRODUCT RECALL NOTICE 

On July 13, 2006, during this ongoing in-depth investigation, the U.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission (CPSC) announced a recall (Release #06-210) of the incident 
product. Upon review ofthe recall notice, the victim's sister confirmed that the product 
involved in this incident was the same as the recalled product. 

SAMPLE COLLECTION 

As per CRC instmctions, there was no sample collected. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit 1: Contact List 

Exhibit 2: Local fire department response and emergency medical services report 
Exhibit 3: CPSC recall notice dated 7/13/06 
Exhibit 4: Missing document form 
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Contact List 

Victim's sister 

02762 
Tel. 
mkirby(fl)c3 boston, com 

Telephone interview conducted on 7-6-06; email exchange on 7/13/06. 

Victim's stepmother 
Incident location: Lake Pearl, 'Wrentham, MA 

^2093 

Tel. . ^ i M R S ^ I S ^ 

Telephone interview conducted on 7-13-06. 

^s. Victim's friend 

'02093 Tel.l 

Telephone interview conducted on 7-13-06. 

Robert Morrill, Fire Chief 

Wrentham Fire Department 
99 South Street 
Wrentham, MA 02093 
Tel. 508-384-3131 
Email: nnorrill(S,fii'e.wrentham.ma.us 

Telephone interview conducted on 7-10; and received EMS report 7-11-06. 

Joseph Collamati, Chief of Police 
Wrentham Police Department 
89 South Street 
Wrentham, MA 02093 
Tel. 508-384-2121. 

Telephone interview conducted on 7-10-06. 

Officer Robert Forseyth 
Massachusetts Environmental Police 
251 Causeway Street, l" Floor 
Boston, MA 02114 
Tel. 617-626-1650 / 800-632-8075 
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Telephone interview conducted on 7-10-06. 

Sargeant Richard Sylvia 
Massachusetts Environmental Police 
Boat & R.V. Safety Bureau 
Building 1019, Route 132, 2"'' Floor 
Hyannis, MA 02601 
Tel. 617-727-2617 

Requested investigative report by telephone on 7-12-06. 
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Wrentham Fire Department 
EMERGENCY PATIENT REPORT 

page 1 of 4 

ALS Intercept 
b-YES # N 0 

NAfiRATIVE: SUBJECT, OBJECT., NEURO. RESP, CV. Gl, GU. MSI. ASSES. P/1 
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NEWS from CPSC 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Office of Information and Public Affairs Washington, DC 20207 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Firm's Recall Hotline: (866) 831-5524 
July 13, 2006 CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638-2772 
Release #06-210 CPSC Media Contact: (301) 504-7908 

Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from Market after 
Reports of Deaths and Injuries 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), 
Sportsstuff, Inc., of Omaha, Nebraska is voluntarily recalling about 19,000 Wego Kite Tubes. 

CPSC staff is aware of 39 injury incidents with 29 of those resulting in medical treatment. Those 
injuries include a broken neck, punctured lung, chest and back injuries and facial injuries. Sportsstuff 
has received reports of two deaths in the United States and a variety of serious injuries. Sportsstuff 
has been unable to determine the cause ofthe incidents. Nevertheless, the company has withdrawn 
the kite tube from the market and is undertaking this voluntary recall out of an abundance of caution. 

The Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube is a 10-foot-wide, circular, yellow inflatable watercraft designed to be 
towed behind a power boat. A rider in the tube becomes airborne by pulling on handles attached to the 
floor of the tube. Model 53-5000 is phnted on the tube near the product valve. The floor of the tube has 
black caution warning stripes. The cover for the product bears a skull and crossbones and the 
statement "Never Kite higher than you are willing to fall." The tubes were imported and sold through 
marine distributors, mail order catalogs, and various retailers from approximately October 1, 2005 to 
July 11, 2006 for about $500 to $600. 

Consumers should immediately stop using the kite tubes and contact Sportsstuff at (866) 831-5524 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. CST Monday through Friday to learn how to obtain free replacement 
products. Consumers can also visit the firm's Web site at www.sportsstuff.com for more information. 

http;//www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html (1 of 3)7/13/2006 11:44:34 AM 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html
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Send the link for this page to a friend! The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with 
protecting the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of 
consumer products under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property damage from 
consumer product incidents cost the nation more than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to 
protecting consumers and families from products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or mechanical 
hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to ensure the safety of consumer products - such as 
toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtrtil06/06210.html (2 of 3)7/13/2006 11:44:34 AM 

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtrtil06/06210.html
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percent decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with consumer products over the past 30 
years. 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or 
CPSC's teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at www.cpsc.qov/talk.html. To join a 
CPSC email subscription list, please go to www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp. Consumers can obtain this 
release and recall information at CPSC's Web site at www.cpscgov. 

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html (3 of 3)7/13/2006 11:44:34 AM 

http://www.cpsc.qov/talk.html
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp
http://www.cpscgov
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html
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Task Number: 060706HBB1619 

Date: 7-13-06 

Status of Missing Document(s) 

The official records below were requested for this investigation report, but could not be 
obtained. 

1. Massachusetts Environmental Police investigative report 

2 Copy of victim's medical records 

3. 

5. 



1. Task Number 

060710HBB2669 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 04 

2. Investigator's ID 

9044 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 10 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC Unknown 

While airborne on a kite tube about 40 feet in the air. a consumer lost control when it began twisting and flipping and 
he let go and fell into the Mississippi River and he was knocked unconscious. He was wearing a life jacket. He was 
rescued and then hospitalized for one day in ICU for a brain injury that was caused by a broken blood vessel. He is 
experiencing short term memory loss and unable to work temporarily. 

HI" 
O 0 * W B I T « _ V B j ^ 

CM»U£D; .../inMNB) 

2W 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

8. City 

ANDALUSIA 

9. state 

IL 

10A. First Product 

3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 

WEGO 

10C. Model Number 

53-5000 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF INC. 
11213 E. Circle # A 
Omaha, NE 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

110. Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Ageof Victim 
30 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

14. Disposition 
4 - Hospitalized 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
52 - Concussion 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

75 - HEAD 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

1 - On-Site 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

16 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

21. Case Source 
07 - Consumer Complaint 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

i~') Yes * No p . Verbal 

24. Review Date 
0711312006 

25. Reviewed By 
8929 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 
Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L; Ingle, Robin L. 

28. Source Document Number 
I0670062A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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All information contained in this report, was obtained 
through an on-site visit with the victim and several 
witnesses, including family members, who reported this 
incident (source document). 

In June, 2006, a consumer purchased a new water tubing 
product called a "kite tube" from an on-line company called 
EBay (exhibit 7). He had researched the product both on
line (exhibit 2) and in magazines, including one called 
"Wake Boarding". 

The consumer was looking for the largest model with the 
widest diameter he could find because he noted the weight 
limit for the rider was generally about 200 pounds. He 
planned to use the new kite tube with his brother. He and 
his twin brother were approaching their 31st birthday's, on 
7/9/2006. Both men were about 6'2" tall and they each 
weighed about 2 00 pounds. 

They observed many places on-line that sold kite tubes. 
Prior to purchasing the kite tube, the consumer observed a 
video on-line that showed how the product was used and 
detailed several key safety rules. The consumer understood 
that it was a new sport using a newly invented product that 
was considered an extreme sport. However, he felt 
confident in the safety of the product as well as his 
ability to operate it. Both he and his brother enjoyed 
many sports over the years including snow and water skiing. 
They also had experience with ATVs and had been avid 
boaters for many years. 

The consumer purchased the kite tube on a website called 
EBay (exhibit 7) for about $389.00, plus shipping, and it 
was delivered to his home a few days later. He purchased 
the associated tow robe along with the kite tube and it 
also came with a DVD that he watched. It arrived in an 
original shipping carton and was not inflated. The 
consumer did not remember seeing the owner's manual. They 
inflated the kite tube and used it for the first time a few 
days later. 

They used the kite tube twice in the first month they had 
it. The first time they used it, the kite tube did not 
fly. They thought it was under-inflated and that may have 



7̂ ^ 
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caused it to not go airborne as it was designed to do. A 
few weeks later, they took it out again. This time they 
inflated the kite tube with more air and it was used by 
younger, smaller males who were in their boating party. 

During this second use of the kite tube, it became airborne 
about 5" or more from the water, while they were operating 
the boat at about 25 -mph. They took turns with two younger 
males using it, including a 10-year-old, and a 15-year-old 
family member. The 15-year-old male was about 5'8" tall 
and he weighed, about 130 pounds. The older 30-year-old 
twin brothers observed the kids on the kite tube and 
thought that it looked fun. They planned to take the kite 
tube out in the near future again. 

On 7/4/2006, the family took the boat out for the day into 
the Mississippi River where it bordered Iowa and Illinois. 
The boat they were operating was a 1994 model, 25 î " 
"Cobalt", with a 350 HP inboard/outboard motor. They were 
very familiar with it and had owned it for many years. The 
family was avid boaters and'they took the boat out about 
twice a week near their home in eastern Iowa. They also 
took regular boating and fishing trips to Canada, as well 
as to.other lakes in the Midwest. 

On the boat that day were the 30-year-old twin brothers, 
their wives, the two family's four young children and the 
family dog. They planned to use the kite tube during the 
day on the river and had inflated it as directed. The part 
of the Mississippi River (exhibit 9) they were boating' in 
had had some back-water known as sloughs that were lake
like with deep water in parts. They had boated in this 
area 100's of times. It was a busy "Holiday" on the river, 
with many people nearby including some enjoying several 
beach areas on a large nearby island. There were at least 
8 boats in the area and many people were in or near the 
water, enjoying the hot summer day which was sunny with a 
light breeze. 

At about 12 noon, on 7/4/2006, they had been on the river 
for about 3 hours and they prepared to use the kite tube. 
The twin brother who had purchased the kite tube, climbed 
onto it, and the other twin brother operated the boat. 
Other family members watched. He was able to get the kite 
tube airborne about 10 feet above the water during the 
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about 20 minutes that he was on it. 

Later, the brothers switched places! The brother, who was 
wearing a life jacket, climbed onto the kite tube, while 
his twin brother operated the boat, and other family 
members watched. They were excited and were enjoying this 
twin brother's first attempt to fly the kite tube. 

All the family members were watching from the boat as the 
twin brother riding the kite tube became airborne. The tow 
rope was extended to the maximum amount about 65 feet. As 
the boat speeded up the kite tube went higher into the air. 
The maximum they operated the boat speed at was about 4 0 
mph, but they ran it mostly from 25-30 mph. The kite tube 
rider appeared to be having fun as it went up and down in 
the air. 

Others, nearby in boats and on the beaches were watching 
them. Someone yelled "Here lie comes a g a i n " . All eyes were 
reportedly on the man riding on the kite tube. He went 
very high in the sky, higher than any other time they had 
used the kite tube. One witness described what happened 
next: 

"He was using a tube k i t e a t about 25 fee t above the water 
when he l o s t control (the tube k i t e turned in the a i r ) and 
l o s t g r i p . He f e l l i n t o the water and was knocked 
unconscious for severa l minutes. Luckiliy, two nurses were 
watching and helped (along with several o thers) to 
s t a b i l i z e him while we attempted to contact the ambulance." 

The victim reportedly became unstable as he was up in the 
air, reportedly at heights at or exceeding 40 feet above 
the water. He was trying to maintain the stability of the 
kite tube, but it was moving and twisting and dipping from 
side to side. He reportedly felt like he was going to 
fall, and it got very scary for him, so he let go of the 
handles and fell into the water, which was as much as 40 
feet below him. 

When the victim hit the water, he fell feet first, but hit 
his upper chest and head at an angle to the water. He was 
knocked unconscious from the impact with the water. He was 
floating in the water because he was wearing a life jacket. 
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His twin brother, who was operating the boat at the time of 
the incident, immediately stopped the boat and then he 
jumped into the water to rescue his brother. 

The brother pulled the victim along side the boat. Soon a 
friend of the family, who was a Registered Nurse for over a 
dozen years in the medical-surgical area, also came along 
side the boat and assisted in the rescue effort. They, 
found the victim was breathing, but he remained 
unconscious. He was gurgling and had blood coming from his 
mouth. They wanted to get him into the boat in case they 
needed to perform other emergency medical steps including 
CPR or artificial resuscitation. 

Others gathered around to assist in lifting him into the 
boat. The first responders, including another registered 
nurse came over to help, decided they needed to keep him 
rigid in case he had spinal or other neck or head injuries. 
It was a very difficult situation because the victim was 
unconscious, but he continued breathing. 

Others in the area including several family members called 
911 on cell phones to request help. Several attempted to 
communicate with the US Coast Guard'by radio. All,were 
asking for immediate medical emergency rescue of the victim 
at the location of the incident, due to the severity of his 
injuries. However, they Encountered many problems 
including difficulty in identifying their exact location in 
the river, and dropped or lost cell phone calls and loss of 
radio contact. The situation was very difficult and no one 
knew if a rescue could be completed in this location. 

After about a total of 5-10 minutes, the victim became 
alert and was able to respond to his rescuers efforts to 
help him. They observed that he was awake but.he wasn't 
thinking clearly. His color improved but he got a bit 
combative. They tried to hold him rigid. As he became 
more alert, he started pulling himself into the boat, and 
other assisted him into the boat. 

They took him to a nearby dock area about ^ mile away, 
where they found an ambulance and police waiting for them. 
The ambulance stopped a few miles away and picked up a 
paramedic. They transported the victim about 5 miles to 
the nearest hospital and he was admitted for care in the 
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intensive care unit. They preformed many medical 
procedures including a cat-scan, chest x-ray and EKG to 
determine his condition. 

On 7/5/2006, a victim's family member reported this 
incident to CPSC on-line (source document). She reported 
that he was currently hospitalized in the intensive care 
unit due to his injuries, which included a broken blood 
vessel in his brain. This condition affected his short 
term memory. The victim was released from the hospital on 
7/6/2006 and was advised to stay off work. He continued to 
suffer from some memory loss and had some bruising and cuts 
and there was concern that he had swallowed some river 
water during the incident. 

On 7/6/2006, I visited the victim and his family and other 
witnesses to this incident. The nature of the interview 
process included interviews of the individuals separately 
and together and the following additional information was 
collected. 

Also during this visit, they placed the deflated incident 
unit in the driveway, and I photographed it (exhibit 1). 
The tow rope was not photographed because it was not 
available. They provided information about where they had 
purchased the kite tube including the reference number 
(7247541437) for their purchase through EBay, and explained 
that it came with the tow rope, training video on DVD, and 
starting leash. They identified the email address for the 
seller on EBay and noted that he was selling them, and 
currently had 12 units available for sale. 

I observed information on the incident unit at the 
manufacturers website (exhibit 2), including the 
Kite Tube Owner's Manual (exhibit 3) and Towable Owner's 
Manual (exhibit 4). I also observed a contest that they 
were announcing at this website called the "The Great Tube 
Challenge" (exhibit 5) for new designs of kite tubes. 

In addition, the victim's family reported that they had 
heard a nearby large sports and boating retailer called 
"Scheels.Sports" had discontinued sales of tube kites and 
that they were advertising that they would refund any they 
had previously sold "no questions asked." I found this 
information was advertised on their website (exhibit 6) at 
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www.scheelssports.com and www.msnbc.com. 

During this visit, the victim's family members explained 
that the tow rope that came with the kite tube was 
adjustable in three lengths including 45, 55 and 65 feet 
long. They stated that they were using the rope at the 
longest length of 65 feet during the incident because they 
wanted it to fly. They explained that the other two times 
they used it at the shorter lengths, but that it did not go 
airborne very high and they were dissatisfied with the 
experience. 

The victim and his brother reported that that they felt 
they had a very strong grip while using the handles on the 
kite tube and felt comfortable with the grasp they had as 
the kite tube went airborne. The victim said he bailed out 
only when the kite tube became unstable and he thought he 
was loosing control of it. They said no one thought the 
kite tube would go so high. The victim said it took a long 
time to fall into the water from the height of about 4 0 
feet. 

During this visit, the victim's brother, who had purchased 
the kite tube, reported that it had "shot up so quickly", 
that it doubled in airborne height so incredibly fast, and 
that it looked like it was very difficult to control by his 
brother at that height. He stated that after the incident, 
they had thought about how high the kite tube must have 
gone in the incident and determined that it had to be as 
much as 40 feet in the air. He stated that they had never 
seen it go that high before. 

Also, during this visit, the victim's wife explained she 
did not realize the risk involved in using the kite tube 
and that it appeared to her that he had no way to control 
it while airborne. In addition, she noted it was difficult 
to see the rider when airborne and for them to see the boat 
so communication was difficult between them. They also 
noted that the window on the kite tube was very hard to see 
through and that it did not work so that the rider was left 
to look over the side to see the boat below and it was not 
normal to look down but rather up. 

They reported that they did not know what they will do with 
the incident unit or if they will notify the manufacturer 

http://www.scheelssports.com
http://www.msnbc.com
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of this incident. They stated that they were not aware' of 
the CPSC news release (reference CPSC News Release 06-202, 
dated June 30, 2006) until after this incident. They said 
that the product needs to be redesigned to make it safer 
and that it needs some way to better stabilize it when it 
is airborne. They noted that the kite tube weighs about 50 
pounds as dry weight and about 55 pounds when inflated. 
They noted that the kite tube could cause some serious 
injuries if it hit someone when it landed. 

The victim reported that the head injury this incident 
caused him, gave him the worst headache he has ever had in 
his life and that it lasted well over 24 hours. He stated 
that he felt fortunate that this was the worst that had 
happened to him. I requested his medical records and will 
provide them as an addendum to this report (exhibit 11) 
when they are received. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

FROM VICTIM: 
• How many people were on thekite tube at the time of the incident? ONE 
• Did you have previous experience with similar products? NO 
• Did you have any experience with this unit? NO 
• Did this unit perform differently than the others you tried? NO EXPERIENCE 
• Did you believe you could direct / control the direction and height ofthe kite 

tube? YES 
• What happened when you became airborne? LOST CONTROL 
• How high off the surface ofthe water were you at the time that things began to go 

wrong? ABOUT 40 FEET 
• What was the maximum height achieved during the incident? ABOUT 40 FEET 
• Could you see the boat (due to the angle of the hibe kite)? NOT VERY WELL 
• Did you try to signal the boat to slow down? NO 
• Did you do anything to try to lower the tube kite back down towards the water? 

HAD NO CONTROL 
• Describe specifics regarding the actual crash. LET GO AND DROPPED TO 

WATER 
• Did you notice any mechanical issues with tube kite? YES, IT WAS MOVING, 

TWISTING AND DIPPING FROM SIDE TO SIDE 
• What were you wearing (safety gear)? YES, LIFE JACKET 

FROM DRIVER AND WITNESSES: 
• Had you towed inflatable or similar products behind the boat previously? YES 
• What experience did you have with this particular product? THIRD USE 
• Who attached the tow rope/ tow harness to the tube kite and to the boat? DRIVER 
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• Was it done based pn instructions provided? YES 
• How long was the rope (i.e., distance from where it was tied on boat to where it 

was tied to the kite tube, after tying)? SET AT MAX LENGTH OF 65 FEET 
• What was the age and condition ofthe tow rope? NEW, CAME WITH ORDER 
• What was the speed of the boat? ABOUT 25 MPH 
• How did you decide what speed you would travel? FROM EXPERIENCE 
• How high off the surface ofthe water was the kite tube at the time that things 

began to go wrong? ABOUT 40 FEET 
• What was the maximum height achieved during the incident? ABOUT 40 FEET 
• How did you communicate with the kite tube rider? SIGHT ONLY 
• Did you actually see the kite tube dive to the surface? NO, FIRST SAW THE 

VICTIM FALL • 
. Why/ why not? KITE TUBE FELL TOO, WHEN STOPPED BOAT 
• Did you try to do anything to halt the dive or avoid the crash? SLOWED DOWN 
• What did you do after the crash? RESCUE VICTIM 
• Was there any damage or apparent equipment failure noted? NO 

FROM PURCHASER OF KITE TUBE: 
• Did you ask the sales staff how to use the product? BOUGHT ON-LINE, SAW 

INFO ON WEBSITE ONLY 
• Did they offer any directions/ cautions? YES, IN VIDEO 
• Did any instructional material come with the product? SAW VIDEO BUT DO 

NOT REMEMBER SEEING ANY WRITTEN MATERIAL 
. Did you read it? YES, SAW VIDEO ONLY 
• Did you read any safety warnings that may have been on the product itself? YES, 

HAS MANY, READ THEM ALL. 

PRODUCT INDENTIFICATION: 

Water Tubing (Product Code 32 00) 
Type: Kite Tube, included tow rope, DVD and starting leash 
Item # 53-5000 
Brand: "WEGO" 

Manufacturer: Sports Stuff Inc., 11213 E. Circle # A, 
Omaha, NE, 402-592-9085, www.sportstuff.com (exhibit 2) 

Retailer: Purchased from EBay (Ref. # 7247541437) in June 
2006, from trigger@wabash.net, reportedly located in 
Dundas, IL (exhibit 7) 

Price: $ 389.00 (plus shipping) 

SAMPLES COLLECTED: None 

http://www.sportstuff.com
mailto:trigger@wabash.net
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Exhibit 1, Photo 1: Incident unit. 
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Exhibit 1, Photo 2: Labeling on incident unit. 
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Exhibit 1, Photo 3: Labeling on incident unit. 
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Exhibit 1, Photo 4: Label on clear plastic window. 
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Exhibit 1, Photo 5: Clear plastic window is located above 
rider. 
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Exhibit 1, Photo 6: Top of incident unit. 
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Exhibit 1, Photo 7: Rope at top of incident unit. 
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Exhibit 1, Photo 8: 
on incident unit. 

Warning labels on left side of rider 
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Exhibit 1, Photo 9: Warning labels on right side of rider 
on incident unit. 



060710HBB2669 ' 
Exhibit 1, Photo 10: Close up of one of the warning labels 
on incident unit. 
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12V Pump I 2.SPSI Pump | 3.0PSI Pump | Double Action Hand Pump | 2k Tow Rope | 4k Tow Rope | 6k Tow Rope j Safety Flac 

2k Tow Rope 
2375-pound break strength! This rope is perfect for towing all Spo 
molded plastic caddy for easy storage. 60' length. 
Model 57-1522 Sug. Retail: $ 2 4 . 9 5 

Features: 

• Molded Plastic Caddy 

• 2375 Pound Break Strength 

• Minimum Stretch Design 

Check out the other ropes, pumps, and accessories: 
12V Pump I 2.SPSI Pump | 3.0PSI Pump | Double Action Hand Puf 
Tow Rope I Safety Flag | Duckbill Hat | Watersports Gloves 
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Privacy Policy | Contact Us | WSIA Responsibility Code 
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WEGO KITE TUBE OWNER'S MANUAL 
Impor tant in format ion is enc losed in th is manual . Please read these mater ials 

pr ior t o assembl ing and using th is p r o d u c t Keep fo r future reference. 

For quest ions on assembly, par ts o r warranty, con tac t the experts at 
Sportsstuff . DO NOT RETURN th is p roduc t to the s tore! 

Con tac t us TOLL FREE: B88-814-8833 (USA) (Sam-Spm, CST Monday-Friday) 

Congratulations on your new towable purchase! Sportsstuff prides itself in making the 
most innovative inflatable products on the planet Your high performance towable is 
designed to provide an excJtlrtg and unique riding experience for the whcde family. 

AWARNING A 
A RELEASE OF LIABILITY A 

By assembling and inflating the Kite Tube, you agree that you have read 
, ^ and understand the entire Sportsstuff's product manual, including all , N ^ 

~ t y - instructions and warnings contained In that material prior to using the ~ t 7 -
Kite Tube. You additionally agree that you will ensure any additional or 
subsequent users of the Kite Tube will read and understand the entire 
owner's manual. Misuse or improper use of the Kite Tube could result in 
risks, dangers and hazards which may result in serious injury or death. 
The risks and dangers that may be encountered through the improper 
use of the Kite Tube can be avoided by reading and following the warning 
guidelines listed within the owner's manual and by proper use of the Kite 
Tube. Your assembly and use of this product shall be evidence of your 
agreement, to the fullest extent permitted by law, to properly follow the 
instructions and abide by the wamings set forth within the product manual. 
Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube shall also constitute a release, to 
the extent permitted by law, by you and by any third party permitted by 
you to use, in any manner, the Kite Tube, to Sportsstuff from any and all 
liability for any loss, damage, injury and/or expense that you or any user 
of the Kite Tube may suffer as a result of the use of the Kite Tube. This 
release shall extend to any loss, damage, injury or expense due to any 
cause whatsoever. Including negligence or breach of contract on the part 
of Sportsstuff and/or any party partlclp^atlng in the design and/or manufac
ture of the Kite Tube. The terms of this release shall be effective and 
binding upon you, your heirs, next of kin, executors, administrators, 
assigns and representatives. Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube 
shall constitute your agreement to assume and accept any or all known 
or unknown risks of injury to you and/or to third parties through the use 
of the Kite Tube. Sportsstuff and related parties have not made and here
by expressly deny any oral or written representation and/or warranty, 
including warranty for a particular purpose, other than what is set forth 
herein and in the Sportsstuff's Kite Tube manual. 

4-
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A KITE TUBE DESCRIPTION , 

Away Wego! "Kite Tubing", the mystery of flying, becomes a reality. The 
Kite Tube creates an air pocket on the under caniage bottom that 
enables lift via ground effect and the aerodynamic shape. Be prepared to 
reach new heights! Spend the summer gaining experience riding the Kite 
Tube. Tlie Kite Tube is designed to glide, soar, and fly. You can use it like 
a regular deck tube in the whips, figure eights, and circles. It "kites" the 
best in a straight boat pattern into the wind and will rise out of the water 
slowly or quickly based on the rider weight, wind and boat speed. Expect 
the unexpected! The basic idea behind the Kite Tube is simple; The Kite 
rider kneels or stands on the tube that Is tethered to the tow boat. As the 
boat moves forward into the wind, the Kite and the rider rise up from the 
water's surface to perform a water ballet in the air with the rider balanc
ing on top. Kite Tubing is not as dangerous as some extreme sports, 
however it can be more dangerous than regular tubing with the added 
dimension of height. In Kite Tubing, safety has to be taken seriously. 
EVERYONE is a beginner, regardless of previous experience. Read all 
instruction and warnings before using the Kite Tutre. Start slow and begin 
by using the 45 foot section of the included tow rope. 

A KITE TUBE SPECIFICATIONS i 

• 120 inch inflated diameter(10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration. 
• 840D nylon double cover with pu coating! full body cover). 
• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy 
tow rope connection. 

_ r \ _ • Computerized double-stitched sewing. _^ A 
~ t 7 ~ • (Multiple mesh bar-tacked drain ports. ~ ^ ^ 

• Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment. 
• Parallel slotting system with footsteps and neoprene padding for comfort. 
• Reflective piping on all handles and on the outside top taping. 
• Various loops for use of detachabie leash(s). 
• Panoramic see-through double windows. 
• High visibility red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard 
and caution accent striping. 
• Easily seen bold, billboard-style graphics. 
• Skull graphics Is a reminder to pay attention and not to fool around, 
take nothing for granted. 
• Two heavy duty pvc bladders, one supports the outer ring and the 
other is the slotting system cockpit for the rider. Both have speed safety 
valves for easy inflation/deflation. 
• Leash with two sponge balls is included. 
• Segmented tow rope is included. Adjustable length style in 45, 55, and 
65 foot lengths. 

http://WegDKiteTubeKar.ual2006.qxd
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A KITE TUBE ASSEMBLY AND INFLATION A 

Proper inflation is key to the optimum performance of this towable. The 
tube is designed to fit snugly in the cover, and there should be no wrinkles 
In the cover when the tube is property inflated. 

IMPROPER INFLATION 

^ ^'^t lESgT ^ m ^ 

PROPER INFLATION 

w 
Photo "A" shows a severely underinflated tube. Note how the adult sinks 
in when standing on the tube. Under-inflation causes the towable to sit 
low in the water. Additional stress is applied to the tube, cover, rope and 
boat/watercraft, by being dragged through the water instead of pulled 
across it. This stress causes trie air in tubes to be displaced and the tube 
may rupture. The same stress causes nylon covers to tear and ropes to 
stretch. The boat/watercraft cannot plane off and extra gas is consumed. 

Photo "B" shows a properly inflated tube. Note how the cover is taut with 
few wrinkles, and how the adult barely sinks in when standing on the 
tube. This tube would ride high on the water, providing you with an exciting 
ride - less stress on the tube, cover, rope, and boat/watercraft. Proper 
inflation will insure a longer life-span for your product. 

Inflation Maintenance: 
Finally, it is not enough to simply fill it up and go! It is Important to moni
tor the amount of air in this product as heat will cause the bladder to 
expand, possibly causing damage to the seams or I-beams. Don't let it 
sit on the beach, dock, or boat/watercraft full of airi If it is stored out of 
the sun in a cool place, you may need to add air. Check and adjust infla
tion levels each time you use your tube. You'll have more fun, and your 
toys will last longer. 

The best air pumps to use are: 

• l lOv electric: 2.5 psi (model #57-1504A) or 3.0 psi (model #57-1508) 
• Hand/foot pump specifically for towables: LPl (model #57-1003) 
• 12v pumps (model #57-1510) can also be used but a their maximum 
output is only .8 psi so a secondary pump such as the Sportsstuff LPl 
hand pump (model #57-1003) will need to be used. 
• Leaf Blower 
• Vacuum with two-way switch 

< y 
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Your WEGO towable is equipped with the Speed Safety Valve pictured 
below: 

Speed Safety Valve - A hybrid valve utilizing the best of 
both the Oversized Safety Valve and the Speed Valve. Pulls 
out for fast inflation/deflation, then can be pushed in flush 
with the tube. For use with standard electric pumps, shop 
vac, wet vac, leaf blowers, and vacuums with a 2-way 
switch for fast inflation/deflation. 

Secure the valve by fimily inserting the bottom portion of the valve into 
the base. To inflate, open only the top portion ot the valve. Using the 
hose from your inflator, inflate through the top opening of the valve. 

The optimal inflator is a 2.5 psi or higher electric pump. You may also use 
a 1.1 or 3.0 psi pump. Using the 12v pump (model #57-1510) followed by 
the LPl hand pump (model #57-1003) to top off the unit takes about 3.5 
minutes. The 1.1 psi 110v pump followed by using the LPl hand pump 
(model #57-1003) to top off the unit will inflate the WEGO in a few min
utes. The 2.5 electric pump (model #57-1504A) will inflate the WEGO in just 
over 3 minutes. The 3.0 pump (model #57-1508) will inflate the WEGO in as 
little as 2 minutes. 

Please call Sportsstuff at 1-888-814-8833 to order directly 

1. Open the box and locate Owner's manual information and instructional 
DVD. 
2. Review owner's manual and instructional DVD first and share the infor-

-C i _ mation with all other users and or spotters. .X- X-
^ • ^ 3. Locate a flat, wide-open, clean and clear area to open and assemble ^ ^ 

the product. 
4. Unfold the nylon cover so the yellow cover with winged skulls is com
pletely unfolded along with slotting system cockpit. 
5. Please notice the bladders have already been assembled in the cover. 
There are two valves total. One on the slotting portion and another on the 
outside ring. 
6. Locate and open the padded valve cover on the slotting portion (cock
pit area). Open the valve and infiate until firm and the cover is wrinkle free 
and taut, tt may be necessary to adjust the cover to fit ti ie inflation holes. 
Use the zippered openings in the cover to adiust bladder position if nec
essary. 
7. Close valve completely and secure valve cover. 
8. Locate the valve on the outer ring and repeat steps 6-7. 
9. Please note that the window panels are not supported by an internal 
bladder, so stay off of this portion of the cover. 
10. With assistance, carefully lift the unit into water. 
11. Do not drag across harsn surfaces, as this will damage the unit. 
12. Once at the water entry point attach tow rope to unit and hook up to 
the boat. Make sure leash is attached to the nose loop. 
13. Enjoy your Kiting experience. 
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PLEASE NOTE OVER INFLATION WILL CAUSE THE BLADDER TO HAVE 
A CONCAVE EFFECT ON THE UNDERSIDE, CAUSING THE KITE TUBE 
TO SUBMARINE. 

PLEASE NOTE UNDER INFLATION WILL CAUSE KITE TUBE TO NOT 
PERFORM AS DESIGNED. WHEN KITING, YOU CAN TELL VISUALLY IF 
YOU ARE CORRECTLY INFLATED 

Proper inflation means you'll have a wonderful flight experience, so fol
low the above instructions closely. 

AKITE TUBE CARE AND MAINTENANCE/ 

• You may clean your towable using a soap and water or mild detergent. 
• You should inspect your unit frequently for wear and tear. If you need 
parts replacement please contact Sportsstuff 1-888-814-8833. 
• Before each use always check inflation, tow connection and boat con
nection. 
• After using the Kite Tube do not leave out in direct sunlight, but keep in 
a shaded area. 
• When the unit is not in use NEVER leave this unit is direct Sunlight at 
any time. 
• The strong UV rays will quickly destroy and downgrade the nylon cover 
and age the materials prematurely. 
• Monitor and adjust bladder pressure on warm days. 
• Never use strong cleaning agents. 

_ i ^ \ _ • The towable, when clean and dry, can be deflated and stored in a cool, _ £ \ 
~ ^ ^ dry area out of direct sunlight. (In between uses and at the end of the ~ ^ ^ 

boating season.) 
• To deflate, simply open red valve. 
• Avoid storing this product in areas of extreme temperatures and please 
take precautions against animals and rodents. 
• Bright colored fabric covers used on the towables may bleed or fade 
when initially wet. Protect all boat interiors, docks and car interiors from 
possible staining. 

AKITE TUBE TETHER TOW ROPE A 

We have included a new style tether tow rope for use with the Kite Tube. 
Overall the tow rope is 65 foot length, but can be adjusted to 55 foot 
length and 45 foot length. Since the Kite Tube is unlike any previous tow
able tube with the added dimension of sustained height. We believe that 
the boat driver, rider and spotter are ali beginners. We recommend the 
following to get the hang of Kiting, how the Kite reacts being towed by 
the boat, how the wind affects the flight while being ridden by different 
size riders. Experience is the best teacher. 

Step one: BEGINNER LEVEL 
All beginners start with 45 foot tow rope to get some experience. Use at 
least 12 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use. 
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Step two: INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 
All intermediates can increase rope length to 55 foot to get more experi
ence. Use at least 24 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use. 

Step three: MASTER LEVEL. 
All masters can increase length to 65 foot to get more experience. 

You can spend all summer gaining experience Kiting and really still not 
have experienced all thirigs, wind speed, rider weight and boat speed 
create many variables (different kinds of watercraft, lack of wind) etc. 
Attach the Kite Tube Tether tow rope to the aluminum connector on the 
tube and to a towable hook on the rear of the boat. We recommend you 
use a low tow point on the rear transom of the boat or tow hook. 

AKITE TUBE HEIGHT INSTRUCTIONA 

NEVER KITE HIGHER THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO FALL 

Just think of the fall, in normal tubing you can get thrown off and go up 
to 15 to 20 foot high, but in kiting you are already at a certain height 
above the water and can get thrown higher. At a boat speed of 10 and 20 
mph the water gets harder the faster and higher you go so control the 
boat speed and tube height and watch out for gusty and cross winds. 
Many bodies of water have natural barriers or wind breaks, be aware of 
these situations. Due to the height factor, you must use the Kite Tube in 
waters at least 6 feet deep (a guideline could be 1 foot of water depth for 
every foot of tube height). For tjest kiting use against the wind in straight-

_ ^ \ _ line runs. _ ^ N _ 

ARIDER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING A 

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Avoid gusty and cross winds, use in light to moderate steady winds. 
• Gusts and cross winds can cause this product to experience sudden 
changes in height or direction. 
• Use in at least 6 feet of water depth, the higher you Kite, the deeper 
the water should be. 
• Never use in shallow waters. 
• Boat driver, spotter and rider are all beginners, take it easy, learn in 
light steady wind, start slow. 
• Your body weight is a factor on balance and control, shifting helps to 
control kiting (rider is ballast). 
• Have pre-ride discussion with rider, driver and spotter. 
• Never Kite higher than you're willing to fall. 
• Into a steady wind, fiight occurs more easily. 
• With the wind, flight is not so easy. 
• Based on rider weight, a lighter person will Kite easier than heavier per
son. 
• Do not over-estimate your ability, Kiting takes a practiced level of skill. 
• Keep tube's nose up when starting out, pull back on the ball/leash to 
help hold the nose up until the boat reaches planing speed. 
• Rider safety is in the hands of the boat driver and spotter. 
• Stay 100 yards from shore, avoid other boat traffic, power lines and 
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other immovable objects. 
• Be aware of natural wind breaks and barriers that change the wind 
flow. 
• Use rear transom tow point. Using higher tow point means the Kite can 
Kite higher. 
• Maximum 1 rider capacity 
• Do not exceed 200 pound maximum weight or 100 pounds minimum, 
be at least 12 years of age and a height of 5 feet or more. 
• Balance to minimize movement while airborne. Too much movement 
can cause the Kite Tube to become wobbly and overturn. Maintain a 
good center of gravity. 
• 10 and 2 o'clock are the best control hand positions. 
• Hang time, Kite time, can be 1 second or many minutes. 
• Length of hang time depends on the wind, boat speed and rider 
weight. 
• A straight boat heading into the wind creates the optimum Kiting per
formance. 
• Ballet performance is what you are looking for (up and down). 
• Use the large panoramic window to see the boat and to view rider 
height. 
• Force the tube down by pushing your weight down with a swift, sitting 
motion. 
• Use your position within the slotting system cockpit to adjust pitch, or 
the angle by which the nose of the tube Is inclined up or down from the 
horizontal. 
• Use the handles to adjust left to right balance. 
• Utilize a combination of foot and hand positions to accommodate the 

- L 2 - current wind and boat speed conditions. y N 
v7~ . D o not use this tube if you are pregnant, could be pregnant, or if you ~ t 7 ~ 

have r»eck or back problems. 
• Raise arms above head following a spill to signify to the boat driver 
and spotter that you are okay. 
• A rider that falls or is ejected should try to fall away from the Kite Tube. 
• Experience safe Kiting. 

I BOAT DRIVER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNINGS 

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these mles: 

• Driver should be at least 16 years of age and pass a coast guard 
approved boating course. 
• Utilize a large, wide angle, rear view mirror (20 inch width) to keep eye 
on Kite elevation. 
• Slow speed to reduce height, a sudden gust of wind can send the rider 
up to 20 feet high or more in half a second. 
• Maintain constant communication with spotter about the Kite Tube and 
its performance. 
• Adjust boat speed to reduce the height of the Kite Tube. 
• The Kite Tube is unlike any other towable tube, it can sustain flight at 
various heights for long periods of time. 
• Wind, boat speed, rider weight and length of rope are big variables in 
Kiting performance. 
• Pay attention and adjust the boat speed frequently to fit the conditions. 
You are the director. 
• Never Kite higher than you want the rider to fall, adjust your speed. 
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• Avoid excessive boat speed at all times. 
• Have pre-ride meeting with spotter and rider to discuss the type of ride 
to be given. 
• Determine the best conditions for Kite tubing based on rider weight, 
boat speed and wind speed. 
• Give-way to all other watercraft, especially sailboats. 
• The Kite Tube can sustain flight with steady head wind and boat speed. 
Head into the wind 
• Be aware of cross winds and wind gusts. 
• Use the large, panoramic window to monitor and communicate with the 
rider. 
• Don't gamble with rider safety. Driver must accept 100% responsibility 
for the safety of the rider. 
• Instruct the rider to lean back and pull on the leash to keep the nose 
up until the boat and tube plane out, as the boat planes out and the tube 
rises out of the water, there will be almost no drag on the boat. 
• Most boating accidents happen in less than 2 seconds. 
• Reaction time varies from 120 to 255 feet of boat length. 
• Do not be in-attentive. Do not let your mind wander. Focus on what you 
are doing 
• Never use the Kite Tube with wind forces so strong that you are unable 
to maintain control. 
• Don't Kite in electrical storms. 
• The Kite Tube is an air foil of extremely limited capabilities with regard 
to wind and turbulence. 
• Instruct all riders of rules and warnings, plus how to ride. 
• In riding position, the rider and tube are at a 45° angle to the water's 

, - ^ surface. 
~ t 7~ • Avoid floating objects and all immovable objects. 

• All riders should be towed at speeds that allow for reasonable control. 
• Avoid submarining the towable when first starting out or on spills. 
• Slow boat down to 5 mph to turn around and pick up the rider. 
• In many cases when the rider falls off, the Kite will continue to t>e air
borne 
• Don't be a gunner; slamming the throttle forward and forgetting about 
the towable and your rider. Focus 
• In no-wind conditions, use zig-zags, whips, figure eights and circles 
that the Kite Tube will Kite in, but remember the Kite Tube is designed to 
Kite into the wind. 
• Do not throw away your owners manual or DVD. You must review peri
odically and especially when allowing others to use or borrow your Kite 
Tube. 
• Unlike most towables that ride on the water's surface and have tremen
dous drag, when the Kite Tube is Kiting or flying there is almost no drag 
and the boat has a tendency to go faster, so watch out for this effect (a 
lot of drag to no drag). 
• Don't overioad your boat with a lot of passengers. 
• Like many towables, rider balance too far forward oan cause towable 
to nose under. This is called submarining. When the you start moving for
ward, make sure the rider holds the leash on the tube to help keep tlie 
nose up during takeoff, till the boat reaches planing speed and lift occurs 
on the Kite Tube. If the boat driver, spotter and rider are not paying atten
tion, the towable could nose in. This causes the submarine effect, which 
results in the towable acting like an anchor. Reduce speed immediately, 
othenwise you will create too much drag on the boat and tube, causing 
something to break. 

http://wegoKiceTubeKan.Jal2005.qxd
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• Pay attention when starting out to prevent this effect. Let's say every
thing goes right and the Kite Tube and rider are traveling at a sustained 
height above the water and the rider falls off. The Kite might continue its 
flight or crash down into the water. We suggest that you slow the boat 
down to 5mph, otherwise the towable might again act like a submarine, 
because it is upside down or wind conditions have forced it into a weird 
position where it cannot be towed at any speed other than 5 mph. 
• It is the obligation of the boat driver to opwrate the boat in responsible 
safe manner and not try to "dump the rider". 
• Experience safe Kiting. 

A SUBMARINE EFFECT WARNING A 

LIKE MANY TOWABLES, A RIDER'S BALANCE TOO FAR FORWARD CAN 
CAUSE TOWABLE TO NOSE UNDER. THIS WE CALL SUBMARINING. 
WHEN THE BOAT DRIVER STARTS FORWARD, HE OR SHE SHOULD 
MAKE SURE THE RIDER HOLDS THE LEASH TO HELP KEEP THE NOSE 
UP DURING TAKEOFF TILL THE BOAT REACHES PLANING SPEED AND 
LIFT OCCURS ON THE KITE TUBE. IF THE BOAT DRIVER, SPOTTER 

, AND RIDER ARE NOT PAYING ATTENTION THE TOWABLE COULD NOSE 
IN. THIS CAUSES THE SUBMARINE EFFECT WHICH RESULTS IN THE 
TOWABLE ACTING LIKE AN ANCHOR. REDUCE SPEED IMMEDIATELY, 
OTHERWISE YOU WILL CREATE TOO MUCH DRAG ON THE BOAT AND 
TUBE CAUSING THE SOMETHING TO BREAK. PAY ATTENTION, WHEN 
STARTING OUT TO PREVENT THIS EFFECT. 
LET'S SAY, EVERYTHING GOES RIGHT AND THE KITE TUBE AND RIDER 
ARE TRAVELING A SUSTAINED HEIGHT ABOVE THE WATER AND THE 

, , RIDER F/VLLS OFF. THE KITE MIGHT CONTINUE ITS FLIGHT OR CRASH , , 
- i t - DOWN INTO THE WATER. WE SUGGEST YOU SLOW THE BOAT DOWN " t j " 

TO 5MPH, OTHERWISE THE TOWABLE MIGHT AGAIN ACT LIKE A SUB
MARINE BECAUSE IT IS UPSIDE DOWN OR WIND CONDITIONS HAVE 
FORCED IT INTO A WEIRD POSITION WHERE IT CANNOT BE TOWED AT 
ANY SPEED OTHER THAN 5 MPH. BOAT DRIVER SHOULD TURN TO 
PICK UP RIDER AND START ALL OVER AGAIN. 
IT IS THE OBLIGATION OF THE BOAT DRIVER TO OPERATE THE BOAT 
IN RESPONSIBLE SAFE MANNER AND NOT TRY TO "DUMP THE 
RIDER". THE KITE TUBE IS DESIGNED TO BE RIDDEN AT SAFE LEVEL 
WITHOUT HAVING TO HAVE SOME CRAZY BOAT DRIVER TRYING TO 
CREATE PROBLEMS. EXPERIENCE SAFE KITING. 

.SPOTTER OR OBSERVER INSTRUCTION i 

• Have watersports safety flag 
• Keep driver aware of other boating traffic, obstacles, etc 
• Keep driver aware of towable state and rider conditions and how the 
towable is doing 
• Keep.tow ropes from getting caught on protrusion from the boat 
• We have found that small megapiione helps to communicate with rider 
prior to takeoff and give last minute instructions 
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A WIND SPEED AND EFFECT A 

We are providing you with the following information to help you evaluate 
your current conditions before Kite tubing. 

Wind speed(mph) Wind effect 

0-1 smoke rises vertically 

2-3 direction of the wind shown by smoke drift, but not 
by wind vanes 

4-7 wind felt on face: leaves rustle: ordinary wind vane 
moved by wind 

8-12 leaves and twigs in constant motion; wind extends a 

light flag 

13-18 raises dust, loose paper, smalt branches are moved 

19-24 small trees in leaf begin to sway; crested wavelets 
form on inland waters 

25-33 large branches in motion; whistling heard in power 

lines; umbrella difficult to use 

34-40 gale 

v ^ 41-47 strong gale ^-^ 

48-55 storm 

56-63 violent storm 

64+ hurricane 

http://WegoKiteTubeKar.ual2006.qxd
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WARRANTV POLICY: 

Sportsstuff warrants, to the original purchaser only, that their high performance 
products, when used for normal recreational purposes, are free from defects in 
material and workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of pur
chase. This warranty does NOT cover products for rental, for hire and other uses 
not considered for normal recreational purposes; nor purKtures, cuts, abrasions in 
nonnal use. For prompt parts replacement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstuff 
directly at 888-814-8833. Replacement parts are shipped within 48 hours of notif ica
tion Monday through Friday. Do not return to your dealer (USA ONLY). This warranty 
is only valid in the USA. 

If you have any questions about any Sportsstuff, Inc. product, replacement parts or 
locating a dealer in your area, contact us at: 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
Toll Free: 888-814-8833 
Tel: 402-592-9085 
Fax:402-592-1354 
E-mail: customercareesportsstuff.com 

Warranty registration is available on-line at; http://www.sportsstuff.com 

-iy 

Prior authorization Is required for returned merchandise. No credit will be given for a 
product that is sent back without prior authorization from Sportsstuff, Inc. After 
receiving an authorization number, please ship retumed products to the following 
address: -<y 
Sportsstuff, Inc. Retum Center 
11213 E Circle, Su i teA 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(Please label package with RA #) 

http://customercareesportsstuff.com
http://www.sportsstuff.com
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TOWABLE OWNER'S MANUAL 

Important in format ion is enc losed in th is manual . Please read these mater ials 
pr ior t o assembl ing and using th is product . Keep fo r fu ture reference. 

For quest ions on assembly, par ts or warranty, con tac t t t ie experts at 
Sportsstuff . DO NOT RETURN th is product to the store! 

Contac t us TOLL FREE: 888-814-8833 (USA) (8am-5pm. CST Monday-Friday) 

Congratulations on your new towable purchasel Sportsstuff prides Itself In making 
the most innovative inflatable products on the planet. Your high performance tow
able is designed to provkle an exciting and unique riding experience for the whole 
family. 

I AWARNINGA 
— ^ ^ To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, fo l low these rules: 

• Not a lifesaving device. Never leave cNldren unattended. Use only under competent 
supervision. 
• Read the owner's manual carefully before using your Sportsstuff towable. 
• Not for use by children under six (12) years of age. 
• The watercraft driver is responsible for the towable and riders since the towable 
canrKit be controlled by the rider(s). The rider(s) may not be able to see where 
he/she is going. 
• Always have an experienced watercraft driver at the helm and always have three 
or more people present for safe tubing-one to drive the watercraft, one to observe 
and one or more to ride. 
• Observer in the traat/watercraft should keep the driver aware of the towable 
rider(s) status. 
• Always keep a lookout for other boats/watercrafts, swimmers, towables, and 
other obstructions in the water. Stay away from other boats and personal water-
craft, docks, pilings, bridges, shallow water and the shore. 
• The watercraft driver should avoid excessive sp>eed or sharp turns which might 
cause the towable to fl ip over, resulting In serious Injury to the rider. 
• Never exceed 20 mph virtien towing adults or 15 mph with children. 
• Use a tow rope specifically designed for the WEGO 
• Never operate the boat/watercraft or ride the towable under the influence of alcohol 
or other drugs. 
• Never place wrists or feet through the handles or towing harness. 
• Riders should keep arms and feet out of the water. 
• Do not exceed the manufacturers recommerKled number of riders for your 
particular tube. 
• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs average tensile strength for pulling a single 
person, 2375 Ibs average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs average 

http://Ger.eralTawableKanual2006.qxd
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tensile strength for pulling three people and 4100 Ibs average tensile strength for 
pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope should be at least 45 feet in 
length but not exceed 65 feet. 
• The stress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and will vary with 
the weight of the passengers, design, and surface area of the tube. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type III (PFD) ski vest or as recom
mended by proper government authorities. 
• Use this product only on water. 
• Know your limits. Stop when you're t ired. Act responsibly. Be in good physical 
condition and be cautious in your use of this or any other towable. 
• Do not use this unit when it is under-inflated. The risks involved with this could 
include entrapment which may result In death or serious injury. 

Tbe manufacturer, Sportsstuff, Inc., does not have control over the use of this product 
and assumes no liability therein. Under no circumstances is Sportsstuff or the seller, 
liable for any loss, damage, injury or expenses of any kind arising out of the use of 
this product. It is the responsibility of the user to determine the proper suitability 
and safety of the product during normal use. This product is subject to age, wear 
and deterioration from use and weather condit ions. We strongly recommend that 
you inspect the product on a regular basis. 

REPLACING PRODUCT PARTS: 

If a leak or problem is suspected wi th your tube, locate the valves,deflate the item 
and remove the inflatable PVC bladder to inspect possible problem areas. Contact 
Sportsstuff warranty department for prompt parts replacement if a problem is 
located. For non-warranty parts replacement, follow the same procedure. When a 
replacement is received, follow the steps below: 

\ 7 ~ 1. Unfold the cover and lay the bladder o u t 
2. Locate the bladder and the inflation valve. Carefully place the PVC bladder inside 
the cover of the product in the appropriate location. 
3. Une up the valve wi th the valve opening In the cover. 
4. Refer to the WEGO manual for further assembly information. 

< y 

MAINTENANCE: 

Very little care is required for the bladder or cover. 
• You may clean your towable using soap and water or mild detergent. 
• Never use strong cleaning agents. 
• The towable, when clean and dry, can be deflated and stored in a cool, dry area 
out of direct sunlight. 
• To deflate, simply unfasten the entire valve from the base. 
• Avoid storir>g this product in areas of extreme temperatures and please take pre
cautions against animals ar>d rodents. 
• Bright colored fabric covers used on the towable may bleed or fade when initially 
wet. Protect all t>oat interiors ar>d all other surfaces from possible staining. 

TOW ROPE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SPORTSSTUFF PRODUCTS: 

• The watercraft owner/operator Is responsible for informir>g al) the persons riding 
or using tow ropes of the WSIA Recommendations for tow ropes. Improper use of 
your tube and rope could result in serious injury or death. 
• Following are the WSIA (Water Sport Industry Association) Recommendations for 
tow ropes (Do not exceed recommended rider capacity for your tube): 
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Number of Riders Combined Weight of Riders Rope Tensile Strength 

One min lOOIbs - m a x 2 0 0 l b s 1500 Ibs 

" A standard tow rope should not exceed 65 feet. 
• The tow rope should be assembled in a manner appropriate for the watercraft 
and tow tube. 
• Please check all rope connections for frays, cuts, sharp edges, knots and wear 
and tear before each use. Discard any ropes that appear to be worn. It is 
recommended that you replace each tow rope at the beginning of tiie boating season. 
• Tow ropes are subject t o stretching during use. Please warn riders and persons 
in the boat/wateroraft of the danger of ropes recoiling. 
• DO NOT place arms, tegs or head in the handle section as serious injury may result. 
• Ensure that the tow rope is free from all body parts prior to towing a rider and 
while the tube is in use. 
• Do not use a tow rope with a bungee material to pull skiers or riders. This type of 
apparatus could also result in serious injury or death to the tube rider or 
passengers in the boat/watercraft. 
• Ropes will deteriorate with direct sunlight exposure. Please store away from 
direct sunlight and discard any rope that is frayed, discolored or raveling. 
• Do not add hardware to this product that is not supplied by Sportsstuff. 
• Avoid the propeller and engine at all times. Should the rope become tangled in 
the propeller, shut off the engine and remove key from ignition before retrieving 
rope f rom propeller. 

AWARNING! GENERAL USE AND SAFETY: 

• When using a Sportsstuff product, you are engaging in an exciting recreational 
activity with inherent risks. Act responsibly and only use your product wi th the 

- ^ ^ awareness of and will ingness to accept the risks involved. " ^ 7 " 
• Read all instructions and warnings provided to you in this owner's manual and 
those printed on the product. Do r>ot discard this manual. 
• As in any recreatkinal activity, reckless use, misuse, inexperience and/or neglect 
of the proper equipment used may result in serious injury or death. 
• Visually Inspect the towable and tow rope before each use. Do not use if product 
or tow rope is damaged in any way. 
• This product is NOT for use by children under 12 years of age. 
• Never leave children uriatterKled. Use only under competent supervision. 
• Sportsstuff products are NOT to be used for rental use. 
• Do not consume alcohol or other drugs white using this product. Even small 
quantities of alcohol and other drtjgs can impair judgment, balance, and coordination 
which can greatly affects one's performance. 
• Make sure all riders are wearing a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) approved life 
vest at at all t imes. 
• Be conscious of the weather conditions as vi/eather changes can occur very quickly. 
• Check with your state or kx;al government to learn their specific legal requirements 
concerning towables and towing. 
• Use tow ropes that are designed specifically for towables with WSIA (Water 
Sp>orts Industry Associatkin) break strength guidelines. 

AWARNINQl BOAT DRIVERS NOTICE: 

• The boat/watercraft driver has the ultimate responsibility for the safety of the 
riders. 
• Carefully survey the water before you begin towing riders.. 

http://C-er.eralTGwableManual200S.qxd
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• Do Not pull a towable without a rider. A towable is designed to have a rider in 
order to balance the weight distribution of the product 
• Be aware of water conditions along with changes in the weather. The condit ion 
of the water greatly influences the type of ride the rider wil l have. Please take into 
consideration the age ar>d physical ability of your rider. 
• tt is the txiat/wateroraft driver's responsibility to instruct the riders how to ride a 
towable. The boat/watercraft driver should carefully instruct the riders of potential 
risks and possible injury that may occur If they partake in careless behavior. 
• At the iDeginning of the ride, carefully take the slack out of the tow rope. Never 
jerk start a towable. After the rider has signaled that he/she is ready, the driver can 
slowly bring the towable to a planing point. 
• Most towables will plarw out at 10 to 20 mph, depending on the weight of the 
rider. It is important to keep the nose of the item up until the item is planing. 
• The resistance of the product varies widely with these factors: tx)at speed, turns, 
water conditrons, number of riders atKl their vtreight, towable size, shape and function. 
The boat/watercraft driver shoidd adjust the boat speed to fit these situations to 
minimize resistance of the towable. 
• Use in wide, open spaces. Stay at least 100 yards from shallow water, shore, 
rocks, boats, docks and buoys. Most accidents happen on turns and in congested 
areas. 
• The boat/watercraft driver detenmines the speed and the action of the towable in 
turns and when crossing the boat/watercreft wake. In the straight-a-ways, the 
boat/watercraft towing speed is the same as the towable speed. The towable 
speed will increase when the boat/watercraft makes a 90 to 180 degrees t um 
without Increasing the boat/watercraft speed. If the boat/watercraft speed Is 20 
mph. the towable speed can t>e 30-40 mph. The "slingshot effect" sends the user 
outward from the center of the towable. Be aware of the limitations of the rider. 

• Large wakes combined with the wave action and speed can contribute to a 
rough ride. Use a safe speed that enables the towable to plane out. The 
boat/watercraft driver should adjust the boat/watercraft speed and turns to fit the 
water conditions ^ i d the age, experience, skill and physical strer>gth of the rider. 

• Excessive speed or sharp turns might cause the tutw to flip over abruptly possibly 
causing serious injury to the rider. 
• If the towable overturns, the boat/watercraft driver should not exceed 5 mph 
until the towable is upright again. 
• Under rrarmal conditions, the maximum safe speed for adults is 20 mph. Safe 
speeds for children are less than 15 mph, depending on the age and physical 
capability of the child. 
• Please make sure your boat/watercraft is tow-worthy and has the appropriate 
horsepower to pull rider(s) and the tow tutie. Do not exceed the boat/watercraft 
passenger capacity. 
• Extreme drag forces can develop when pulling this tube. Please use towable in 
calm water. Heavy waves or choppy conditions can create more drag or even result 
in a submarine or anchor ef fect 
• Extreme drag forces may also result if: the rider(s) fall off, the tube noses in or 
t ips over and water fills cockpit/seating area. The boat/watercraft operator should 
immediately slow or stop to eliminate this factor. 

• Death or serious injury can result from the submarine or anchor effect causing 
more extreme drag forces on the tow rope and/or tow po in t The tow rope might 
have too much stress and either break and snap back at the rider(s) or other 
occupants of the b o a t It is the boat driver's responsibility to make sure this does 
not occur. 

< y 
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• Do not exceed the weight guidelines of your boat. Do not allow passengers to 
hang outside the boat or side on the gunwales (sides/edges of the boat) outside 
the normal seating area of the boat. Uneven weight distribution or additional 
weight may affect the handling of the boat. Never allow water to overflow the gun
wales (sides/edges of the boat) of the traat. 

AWARNINGl BOAT OWNERS WITH HIGH TOWER AND PYLONS A 

• Tow/Ski towers are not designed for use with any inflatable tube towing. 
• Use only lifting eyes/transoms or tournament-rated ski pytons for towing tubes. 
• Consult your boat's manufacturer if you are unsure of it's tournament rating. 
• Do not tow any inflatable from a ski eye. 
• Any tow pylon or ski pylon installed after market is not intended for inflatable 
tube towing. 
• Death or serious injury may result if an unapproved ski/tow pylon is used. 

. WARNING! SPOTTERS NOTICE: A 

• Always use a spotter (otiserver^ in the boat to communicate the rveeds of the 
rider to the driver. 
• The spotter must be the eyes of the driver and the rider, always alert to recog
nize possible danger so proper action can be taken to avoid any risk to the rider. 
• If the towable overturns, the boat/watercraft driver should not exceed 5 mph 
until the towable is upright again. 
• The spotter should hold up a safety flag cautioning all other boaters that riders 
are in the water. 

WARNING! RIDERS NOTICE: 

• Do not use this items as a personal flotation device. 
• Do not exceed tlie manufacturers recommended numt>er of riders for your par
ticular tube. 
• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs average tensile strength for pulling a single 
person, 2375 Ibs average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs average 
tensile strength for pulling three people and 4100 lbs average tensile strength for 
pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope should be at least 45 feet in 
length but not to exceed 65 fee t 
• Only use this product with a responsible boat/watercraft operator who knows 
how to effectively operate the equipment. 
• This product should be used in water only. Do not launch from dock or land. 
• Do not use near piling, docks, shores or shallow water or other obstructions that 
could cause serious injury to the rider 
• Carefully instruct the other riders the proper way to attach rope and operate the 
towable. 
• DO NOT strap or attach arms or legs to cover or tube. Never place l iands or 
feet In between the tube or cover. 
• This item has no braking or steering mechanism arKt can develop high speeds 
under certain towing conditions. Use at your own risk! 

' • This product is not a life saving device. 
• Take necessary breaks when you are tired. 
• Never get near the propeller with the engine running, even if it is in neutral. 

< y 
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GENERAL TROUBLE SHOOTING GUIDE: 

Symptom: Product won't hold air. 
Solut ion: Check to see that the valve is fastened properiy Re-fasten valve if need
ed. Check to see if the product was inflated fully from the beginning. If you sus
pect it wasn't inflated fully, add more air. PVC Repair Adhesive is available from 
Sportsstuff at www.sportsstuff.com or 888-814-8833 for small hole or seam repairs. 

Symptom: Valve is leaking 
Solution: Listen closely to hear if air is leaking. Be sure the valve and cap are 
screwed in or fastened straight arxl are t igh t Leakage can occur if the valve is not 
fastened correctly. 

Symptom: Product inflates but doesn't become firm. 
Solut ion: Please check to make sure it was inflated firmly wi th a high volume air 
pump. If you are sure you inflated it properiy, fully assess it for a leak or re-fasten 
the valve. If a leak is detected, the bladder may be patched by using Sportsstuff 
PVC Adhesive which can be purchased directly from Sportsstuff. 

Symptom: Cover is very loose (Applies only to products with covers). 
Solut ion: Please check to make sure that your product is inflated fully and the tube 
is in place. The cover should fit snugly over the well-inflated tube. If the cover 
remains loose, add more air. See also the INFLATION section o f th i s manual. 

WARRANTY POLICY: 

Sportsstuff warrants, to the original purchaser only, that their high performance 
products, when used for normal recreational purposes, are free from defects in 
material and workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of pur-

r' •\ chase. This warranty does NOT cover products for rental, for hire and other uses - y -s 
~ t 7~ not considered for normal recreational purposes; nor punctures, cuts, abrasions in v 7~ 

nomnal use. For prompt parts replacement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstuff 
directly at 888-814-8833. Replacement parts are shipped within 48 hours of notif i
cation Monday through Friday. Do not retum to your dealer (USA ONLY). This war
ranty is only valid in the US/L 

If you have any questions alDOUt any Sportsstuff, Inc. p roduc t replacement parts or 
locating a dealer in your area, contact us at: 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
Toll Free: 888-814-8833 
Tel: 402-592-9085 
Fax: 402-592-1354 
E-mail: customercare@sportsstuff.com 

Warranty registration is available on-line at: h t tp: / /www.sportsstuf f .com 

Prior authorization is required for returned merchandise. No credit will be given for 
a product that is sent back without prior authorization from Sportsstuff, Inc. After 
receiving an authorization number, please ship retumed products to the following 
address: 

Sportsstuff, Inc. Return Center 
11213 E Circle, Su i teA 
Omaha, NE 68137 • 
(Please label package with RA #) 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
mailto:customercare@sportsstuff.com
http://www.sportsstuff.com


Ger.eralTowableMa al2D06.qxd 11/10/05 A\25 PM Page 7 

WATGRSPORTS RGSPONSIBILrTY CODE 
Be aware thai there are elements or risk In boat ing, ski ing, and riding that common 

sense and personal awareness can help reduce. Know your ability level and stay 

wi th in It. 

To increase your enjoymenl of the sport fol low the 'Watersports Responsibil ity Code". 

It is your responsibi l i ty t o : 

• Familiarize yourself wi th all applicable laws, the r isks inherent in the sport, and 

proper use of the equipment. 

• Know the watenvays where you wil l be ski ing or riding. Do not ski or ride in 

shallow water, near shore, docks, pil ings swimmers or other watercraft. 

• Ahvays have a person other than the boat driver as an observer and agree on 

hand signals before start ing. 

• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard Type til (PFD) vest. 

• Read your owner's manual and inspect your equipment prior to use. 

• Ski or ride within your l imi ts. Always ski or ride in control and at speeds 

appropriate for your ability. 

• Always t u m Ignition off when anyone Is near watercraft power drive unit. 

• Carbon Monoxide (CO) poisoning from engine exhaust may cause injury or 

death. Never "Platfarm Drag* or touch a swim platform whi le the engine Is 

mnn ing . 

' Not operate watercraft, E M or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

Watrr Sports Induslru A 

< y -iy 



Sportsstuff and Boating Life Magazine present tite 

Ohmf 
(Hlfsiu a iaia 

W^ IS^Miik 

Designer's Name AGE 

Address 

City 

ZiD Code 

State 

Phone Number ( ) 

E-IViaii Address 

Design Release: 

In consideration of my engagement as a designer for the Boating 
Life/Sportsstuff Great Tube Challenge, and for other good and valuable consid
eration herein acknowledged as received, I hereby grant to SportsStuff, Inc., 
his/her heirs, legal representation and assigns, those for whom SportsStuff, 
Inc. Is acting, and those acting with his/her authority and permission, the irrev
ocable and unrestricted right and permission to copyright, in whole or In part, 
or composite, or distorted in character or form, without restrictions as to 
changes or alterations, In conjunction with my own or a fictitious name, or 
reproductions thereof in color or otherwise, made through any medium at 
his/her studios or elsewhere, and in any and all media now or hereafter known 
for Illustration, promotion, art, editorial, advertising, trade, production, or any 
other purpose whatsoever I also consent to the use of any printed matter in 
conjunction there within. 

I hereby waive the right that I many have to inspect or approve the finished 
product or products and the advertising copy or other matter that may be used 
in connection there within or the use to which It may be applied. 

I hereby release, discharge and agree to save harmless SportsStuff, Inc., 
his/her heirs, legal representation and assigns, and all persons acting under 
his/her permission or authority or those for whom he/she is acting, from any 
liability by virtue of any distortion, alteration, or use In any form. 

I hereby warrant that I am of full age and have the right to contract In my own 
name. I have read the above authorization, release, and agreement, prior to 
its execution, and i am fully familiar with the contents thereof. This release 
shall be binding upon me and my heirs, legal representation, and assigns. 

DESIGNER'S SIGNATURE DATE 
(If designer is under 18, please provide the name and signature of the authorizing adult) 



(HiS 

NAME: 

TT f-1 'mih2iiiim 

AGE: 

TUBE NAME: 
SEsnmnii/.,. 
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VI Free pop-up bloGking, 
f l l S f l . T o o l b a r say goodbye to ^ 

unwanted ads. " 

Web'."-. MSNBC 

Local News 

Your local news 

Other cities 

Local Business 

Video 

U.S. News 

World News 

Business 

Sports 

Entertainment 

Tech / Science 

Health 

Weather 

Travel 

Blogs Etc. 

Local News 

Newsweek 

Multimedia 

Most Popular 

NBC NEWS 

MSNBC TV 

Today Show 

Nightly News 

Meet the Press 

Dateline NBC 

• Disable Fly-out (p 

I Search Alerts Newsletters RSS Help MSN Home Hotmail Sign In 

MSNBC Home » Local news » Rapid Citv. SD 

KNBN-TV I Local Sports j Your Weather 

KNBN-TV-Rap id City, SD 
• MAKE THIS YOUR LOCAL NEWS TOP STORIES FROM: « 

Scheels Sports voluntarily recalls tube kit( 

REGIONAL NEWS 

Sioux Falls 

I I CONTACT NEWSCENTERl 

Message 

KNBN-TV 
July 6 

A popular w/ater sport could be seeing its last 
days. The Consumer Product Safety Commission 
is now warning consumers about the possible 
dangers associated with a new type of water 
recreation known as tube kiting. Tube kites, 
which can fly up into the air several feet above 
the water, are larger than other tubes on the 
market and more difficult to control. 

This year two people died from injuries they 
received while tube kiting and many others have 
suffered a long list of injuries including broken 
necks, ribs, and jaw fractures. 

Scheels Sports has decided to pull the product 
from its shelves nationwide. 

Ryan LaBarge, Scheels Assistant (Manager 

"What we did is a voluntary recall, so we decided 
that anyone who purchased a Wego here, no 
questions, you can return it here just because we 
feel it's unsafe," 

For more information on the dangers of tube kiting you go to the 

MORE LOCAL LINKS FROM NEV 

• NewsCenterl.com 

Selec 

Your name 

Your e-mail address 

Send 

Your e-mail address and/or phone number 
Leave your name or hometown blank if yoL 
published. 

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/13742851/ 7/10/2006 

http://MSNBC.com
http://NewsCenterl.com
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/13742851/
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C o n s u m e r Produc t Sa fe ty C o m m i s s i o n ' s webs i t e 

shopping 

Jobs 

Dat ing 

with Perfectmalch.com 

Autos 

Real Estate 
with Honnî Payes.com 

Rate this Story Low High 

Current rating: 2 by 3 users • View Top Rated stories 

[j Print this Email this _ l^^ Blog this IM this 

Not home for 
the evening news? 
tMRC 

NIGHTLY 
v̂ NEWS 

- Mr t i k i AM A l l l.l.XMS 

MORE FROM KNBN-TV 

KNBN-TV Sect ion Front NCKt -» 

• Accident sends man to hospital' 

• Police ask for help to find missing prisoner 

• Local tourism sales down from last year 

• Graham extradition a step closer 

• Local kids learn about dinosaurs at Journey Museum 

• Dry temperatures feed local fires 

• Billion stops in Rapid City 

• Local teams bat for a good cause 

• Campaign spending reports are in 

• Mountain Lion season brings good reviews 

. KNBN-TV Section Front 

Add KNBN-TV headlines to your news reader: 

| / Wirmmvi.LiD«| | P MY •> Blogt ines^ Q A c d t o C o g.-j- ] . ^ . 1 _ | 

• More RSS feeds from MSNBC.com 

• Building collapses in N.Y. City 

• Sectarian violence divides Baghdad 

• U.S.: 40 Taliban killed in Afghanistan 

• Colorado storm spawns tornado 

• Katrina insurance trial set to open 

. MSNBC-TV Question of the Day 

• 'Countdown': Attacking The Times 

• Carlson: Mariotti responds to Guillen 

• Scarborough: Ann Coulter speaks out 

• Cosby: Ace Young's love life 

SPONSORED LINKS Get listed here 

2.5% Fixed Student Loan Consolidation 
Lock in rates as low as 2.5%. Pre-qualify in one minute. 
https://www.nextstudent.com 

Kennedy-Western University Online Degree 
Earn a degree online in 1.5 yrs. Must be 23 with 5 yrs work experience 
kwu-deorees.com/ 

Fast, Easy Student Loan Consolidation 
1.25% discount on federal rate. Low rates, fast processing. Everyone qualifies for 
discount. Complete entire consolidation process online or call. 
www.topconsolidator.com 

http://www.msnbc.msn,com/id/l 3742851/ 7/10/2006 

http://MSNBC.com
http://MSNBC.com
https://www.nextstudent.com
http://www.topconsolidator.com
http://www.msnbc.msn,com/id/l
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Rapid Ci ty Re f inance Rates Fal l 
Compare free quotes from 4 lenders. Lov\/er your monthly payments. Bad credit OK. No 
obligation. We make banks compete for your business! Refinance with a trusted and 
reputable lender. 
www.QuotesCompete.com 

150k Loan f o r 4 8 3 / m o n t h - S o u t h D a k o t a 
Refinance and save $l,OOOs! Compare up to 4 free quotes. All credit types accepted! 
www.pickamortqaqe.com 

Cover! U.S. News| World News | Business] Sports] Tech/Science | Enterta inment | Travel | Health] Blogs Etc. | Weather ] L 

Newsweek ] Today Show | Nightly News ] Dateline NBC ] Meet the Press ] MSNBC TV 

About MSNBC.com ] Newsletters | RSS ] Podcasts ] Help ] News Tools ] Jobs at MSNBC.com ] Contact Us ] Terms & Conditioi 

, © 2006 MSNBC.com 

© 2006 Microsoft MSN Privacy Legal Advertise Feedback | Help 

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/13742851/ 7/10/2006 

http://MSNBC.com
http://www.QuotesCompete.com
http://www.pickamortqaqe.com
http://MSNBC.com
http://MSNBC.com
http://MSNBC.com
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/13742851/


Scheels | We're right there with you Page 1 of 1 

we're right there with you. 
ABOUT us LOUnOMS CAREERS COMTACT Ln 

BUY 
^22/22727 
^ Hunt & Fish 

^ Camp & Boat 

^ Nay Ihe Game 

^ Ski&Skat« 

^ Bike & Fitrt-ss 

^ Apparel 

. Home 
* Detorvqifu 

.-J jonj 3COI.. 
rthtc.ls.<oir. 

v-

^ ^ f M ftocurnd y 

http://www.scheelssports.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/ScheelsHomeVi ew?langld=-l&s... 7/10/2006 

http://www.scheelssports.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/ScheelsHomeVi
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b 
H o m e > Buy 

Buy 

home I pay j register | site map Start new search Search 

Sell My eBay Community 

Hello! Sign in or register. 

Help Advanced Search 

; PDUIERED BV 

TELHNDLQDV.' i ^ : ! ^ i 

Search 

7247541437 | All Categories 

1 Isearch tit le a n d description 

Advanced Search | eBay Stores Search Search 

Browse Categories 

Antiques 
Furniture | Rugs, Carpets | Silver... 

Art 
Paintings | Prints | Posters... 

Baby 
Feeding | Gear j Nursery Furniture j 
strol lers.. . • 

Books 

Health & Beauty 
Bath & Body | Skin Care j Fragrances. 

Home & Garden 
Dining & Bar | Home Decor... 

Jewelry & Watches 
Bracelets j Earrings j Necklaces & 
Pendants... 

Music 
Antiguarian & Collectible j Children's Books Cassettes j CDs | Records... 
I Education & Textbooks.. . 

Musical Instruments 
Business & Industrial Guitar j Kevboards. Piano I Percussion... 
Construction | Manufacturing & 
Metalworking j Office. Printing & Shipping... P o t t e r y & G l a S S 

Cameras & Photo 
Camcorders | Digital Camera Accessories | 
Digital Cameras... 

Cars. Boats, Vehicles & Parts 
Motorcycles | Parts & Accessories | Cars & 
Trucks... 

Cell Phones 
Accessories, Parts | Phones Only... 

Clothing. Shoes & Accessories 
Boys I Girls | Men's | Women's... 

Coins 
Bullion I Coins: US | Coins: World.. . 

Collectibles 
Advertising j Casino | Comics... 

Computers & Networking 
Desktop PCs I Laptops, Notebooks | 
Monitors... 

Consumer Electronics 
Car Electronics | MP3 Players | Home 
Audio.. . 

Glass I Pottery & China... 

Real Estate 
Commercial | Land | Residential... 

Specialty Services 
Custom Clothing & Jewelry | Printing & 
Personalization | Web & Computer 
Services... 

Sporting Goods 
Golf I Cycling | Fishing... 

Sports Mem. Cards & Fan Shop 
Autographs | Baseball | Basketball... 

Stamps 
Asia I Europe | United States... 

Tickets 
Event Tickets | Experiences... 

Toys & Hobbies 
Action Figures | Diecast. Tov Vehicles | 
Games... 

Travel 
Airline | Cruises | Lodging... 

Buying Resources 

• Reviews & Guides NEWI 
• Personalized Picks 
• Learning Center 
• Buying and Paying Safely 
• eBay Toolbar 
• Buy Globally 
See all Buying Resources... 

Featured Items 

• DANSK TEAKWOOD PEPPE 
7 ... 

m CENTRAL ARKANSAS - .101 
• CALIFORNIA/BIG BEAR/LAK 

ARROWHEAD... 
• IU Server, DUAL AMD Opter 
• COLORADO LAND MOUNT/> 

RIVE... 
• ALLUNGACOLLO INCREASE 

OF.. . 
See all Featured items... 

Popular eBay Stores* 

• USPowerCoins 

' mmshepperd Fashion Store 

0 IVIY HUSBAND FREAKED ' 
' SAW IT 

' Tri-pact 

• Beautiful Brads 

• WeGotBetterDeals 

*Stores frequently saved in Favorites 
members 

http://hub.ebay.com/buy 7/11/2006 

http://hub.ebay.com/buy
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b 
home I gay j register | sign in | site map Start new search Search 

Sell My eBay Community Help Advanced Search 

I PDUJEHED BV 

TECHNDLDBV i' i^iih' 

• ^ Back to home page Listed in category: Sporting Goods > Wakeboarding. Waterskiing > Tubing & Towables 

New Sportsstuff Wego Kite Towable Tube 

Buyer or seller of this item? Sign in for your status 

Item has ended 
Buyers, view the seller's Payment Instructions. You can send 
vour shipping and payment information to the seller. 

Item numbi 

E 

Sign In 

Buyer or seller of this item? Sign In for your status. 

Addit ional options: 

• Sell an item like this one. 

Similar Items from all eBay sellers 

Item Name 

NEW WEGO KITE TUBE TOWABLE FLYING FLY 
SPORTSSTUFF WATER 

SPORTSSTUFF WEGO KITE TUBE FLYING WATER 
TOWABLE & FREE 

WEGO Towable Kite Tube for Boating by Sportsstuff 

Weoo Kite tube Sportsstuff towable 

See all similar items... 
Find similar items on eBay Express... 

Price 
US $359.95 

US $399.99 

US $50.00 
US $300.00 

End Date 
Aug-06-06 14:57:28 

Jul-21-06 08:36:08 F 

Jul-18-06 07:12:52 F 
Jul-17-06 15:16:18 F 

The seller ended this listing early because the item is no longer available for sale. 

i^Bi/y/t.^if price: uS $389.00 

Ended: Jun-11-06 10:11:22 PDT 

Shipping costs: Calculate 

Ships to: 

Item location: 

Quantity: 

History: 

United States 

Dundas, Illinois, United 
States 

12 available 

Purchases 

You can also: Email to a friend 
Sell one like this 

Meet the seller 

Seller: 
speedy-supply 

(private) -^X'"'""^ 

Feedback: 99.8% Positive 

IVIember: since May-10-O; 
United States 

Read feedback commei 

Ask seller a guestion 

Add to Favorite Sellers 

View seller's other items 
Store I List 

Visit seller's Store: 
Speedy Supply 

http://cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&item=7247541437&ru=http%3A%2F%... 7/11/2006 

http://cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&item=7247541437&ru=http%3A%2F%25
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Listing and payment details: Show 
Buy safely 

1. Check the seller's repi 
Score: Private | 99.8% F 
Read feedback commer 

2. Learn how you are pro 
Free PayPal I 

f?€^^Ml Protection. 
See eligibility 

Descr ip t ion 

Item Specifics - Item Condition 
Condition: New 

Speedy Supply > Tubes 

Speedy Supply 

Visit my eBay Store: Speedy Supply 

Tubes I Ropes Pumps & Accessories | Props j Chargers 

Add to Favorite Stores | Sign u 

l i s l ^ W M HUllEiiiliitllaii llreet|irliie!l Q l 

MwM 
d e s c r i p t ^ l o n s h i p p i n g p a y m e n t p o l i c i e s o u r e B a y s t o n e 

Brand New Factory Sealed Sportsstuff Produc\ 
Wego Kite Tube 

Wego Kite Tube 
10ft diameter flying tube 

Hottest water toy on the planet! Get yours before they are all gone because they are going fast. We 
a deck tube or is capable of great flights with the proper setup. Experience tubing like you have m 

before! The Wego Kite tube. Supplies are limited. 
Model 53-5000 Sug. Retail: $599.95 

Features: 

http://cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&item=7247541437&ru=http%3A%2F%... 7/11/2006 

http://cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&item=7247541437&ru=http%3A%2F%25
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• 120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration 
• 840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating 

• Computerized double stitched sewing 
• Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 

• Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked 
• Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit 

• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick connc 
• Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation 

Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for comfortable foot, 1 
• 8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard 

• Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls 
• Reflective Safety piping on all handles and on the outside top taping 

• Variable loops for detachable leash use 
• Panoramic see through double windows 

• Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included 
• High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow water sports safety colors with checkerboai 

accent striping 
• Instructional DVD, tow rope, and starting leash included 

Manufactures website www.sportsstuff.com Phone 1-888-814-8833 

SHiFPiNC B HANDUNC 

We always do our best to ship asap after payment is received. Orders received before 
pm CST M-F usually ship same day. DUE TO THIS ITEMS VALUE. WE WILL NOT S 
TO UNCONFIRMED PAYPAL ADDRESS. 

PAYMJENT 

Immediate payment through paypal is required to claim this item. 

£XCMANC£5XWARRANrY 

http://cgi,ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&item=7247541437&ru=http%3A%2F%... 7/11/2006 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
http://cgi,ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&item=7247541437&ru=http%3A%2F%25
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Our tubes are warranted against defects in materials and workmanship for a period of 
days from original date of purchase. Replacements are generally provided free of cha 
(including shipping) directly by the manufacture. Please refer to the products 
documentation for warranty details or contact us. If you need assistance in exchangini 
item we will be glad to help. 

RETURNS 

In order to provide the best possible prices to our customers and keep things simple v\ 
consider all sales final, no returns. 

CONTACT 

Please contact us directly through the "ask seller a question" link at the top of this pag 
additional information. Messages are answered daily 9 AM to 10 PM CST M-F. If you 
not receive a response log into your EBay home page and check "my messages". 

© 2006 Speedy Supply, All Rights Reserved 

http://cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&item=7247541437&ru=http%3A%2F%... 7/11/2006 

http://cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&item=7247541437&ru=http%3A%2F%25
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FREE Counters and Services from Andale 

Shipping, payment details and return policy 
Domestic Handling Time 
Will usually ship within 1 business day of receiving cleared payment. 

Services Available 

UPS Ground 

US Postal Service Parcel Post'^ 

US Postal Service Priority Mail"̂  

Service Transit Time* 

1 to 6 business days 

Estimated delivery 2-9 days 

Estimated delivery 2-3 days 

Available to 

United States only 

United States only 

United States only 

*Sellers are not responsible for service transit time. Transit times are provided by the carrier, 
exclude weekends and holidays, and may vary with package origin and destination, particularly 
during peak periods. 

Willship to United States. 

Shipping insurance 
Required 

Sales tax 
Seller charges sales tax for items shipped to: IL* (6.750%). 

* Tax applies to subtotal + S&H for these states only 

Calculc 
shippir 

Ente 
your UE 

ZIF 
Code 

Learn mc 
calculate 
works. 

Seller's return policy: 
Return Policy Details: All sales final no returns. 

Seller's payment instructions 
Immediate payment is required to claim this item. 

Payment methods accepted 

http://cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&item=7247541437«&ru=http%3A%2F%... 7/11/2006 

http://cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&item=7247541437�&ru=http%3A%2F%25
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^ T h i s seller, speedy-supply, prefers PayPal. 

VISA AMEX 

Learn about payment methods. 

Where to go next? 

4= Back to home page | Printer Version | Safe Trading Tips 

Seller assumes all responsibility for listing this item. 

eBay Pulse | eBay Reviews | eBay Stores j Half.com | Kijiji | PayPal | Popular Searches | ProStores | Rent.com 
Skype 
Australia j Austria j China | France j Germany | India j Italy j Spain | United Kingdom 

About eBay j Announcements | Security Center | Policies j Site Map j Help 

Copyright © 1995-2006 eBay Inc. All Rights Reserved. Designated trademarks and brands are the property of their respective o\ 
Web site constitutes acceptance of the eBay User Agreement and Privacy Policy. 

eBay official time 

http://cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&item=7247541437&ru=http%3A%2F%... 7/11/2006 

http://Half.com
http://Rent.com
http://cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&item=7247541437&ru=http%3A%2F%25
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b 
home I pay | register | sign in | site map Start new search 

Sell My eBay Community Help I 

Search 

Advanced Search 

; PDUIERED BV 

<^ Back to home page Listed in category: Sporting Goods > Wakeboarding, Waterskiing > Tubing & Towables 

Item number: 270005667529 
NEW WEGO KITE TUBE TOWABLE FLYING FLY 
SPORTSSTUFF WATER 

Buyer or seller of this item? Sign in for your status 

View larger picture 

Watch this item in My eBay | Email to a friend 

Meet the seller 
^Bu^k>ihw price: uS $359.95 [ Buy It Now > ] 

Shipping costs: Check item description and 
payment instructions or contact 
seller for details 

Ships to: Worldwide 

Item location: Broad Channel, United States 

Quantity: 

History: 

14 available 

Purchases 

You can also: Watch this item 

Get SMS alert I Get IM alert I 
Sell one like this 

Listing and payment details: Show 

Description 
Item Specifics - Item Condition 

Condition: New 

Seller: 
bustersm; 

( 4042 ^ 

Feedback: 100% Pos 

Member: since Dec 
United Stf 

Read feedback cor 

Ask seller a guestic 

Add to Favorite Sel 

View seller's other 
Store I List 

Visit seller's Store: 
BUSTER'S MAF 

Buy safely 
1. Check the seller' 

Score: 4042 I 100 
Read feedback cc 

2. Learn how you a 

Free P; 
i^^$;SQ7 Protect 

S e e elij 

BUSTER'S MARINE SERVICE 

Visit my eBay Store: BUSTER'S MARINE SERVl 

MERCURY INFLATABLES BOATS | 
MAKO FISHING BOAT | KENNER FISHING BOATS | 
TAHOE SPORT BOATS | SEACRAFT FISHING BOAT 

http;//cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&item=270005667529&ssPageName=M... 7/11/2006 
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SQUARE 
TRADE 1^ 

Jul. 11, 200G 

«Biy Ussr ID: 

busters mar ine 

Member of SquareTrade 
Bid w i th Confidence 
Click to Learn Why 

SquareTrade © AP6.0 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS HUGE 1 

THIS TUBE NORMALLY RETAIL! 

Check my feedback and bid with confide 

Take flight with the WEGO KITE TUBE! 

The next generation of action towable is here^ tai 
whole new level of excitement! Whip across the wc 
tubCj or fly through the air like a bird! Experienc 
flight as you rise above the waterj reaching incre 

leaving nothing but adrenaline in your wake! J 
extreme sport has been raised with the WEGO Ji 

Anything else is beneath it... Model 53-5000 Sug. 1 

ClicIt Here To See Tlie Wego Kite Tube In Action! 

Features: 
120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration 

840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating 
Computerized double stitched sewing 

Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 
Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked 

Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit 
Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick connecti 

Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation 
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Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for comfortable foot, kne 
8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard 

Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls 
Reflective Safety piping on all handles and on the outside top taping 

Variable loops for detachable leash use 
Panoramic sec through double windows 

Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included 
High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard and caut 

Instructional DVD, tow rope, and starting leash included 

These are my ONLY ONES in stock, all you need 
winning bidder and one is yours for BELOW 

COST. Once I receive payment^ this item ships 
Shipping is usually between $35-$45, 

Please call me at (718) 945-4377 with any questioi 
at bustersmarine@aol. com 

This is the most fun you will have this suh 

We accept Visa and MasterCard. Fedex shipping 
the Continental US. 

Take advantage of our 

below cost prices!!! 

Select a pic 
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FREE Counters and Services from Andale 

See More Great Items From This seiier 

NEW WEGO KITE TUBE 
TOWABLE FLYING FLY 
SPORTSSTUFF WATER 

US $359.95 

NEW AIRHEAD UFO 
TOW TUBE BOATING 

WATER SPINNING 
TOWABLE , 

US $299.95 

NEW AIRHEAD UFO 
TOW TUBE BOATING 

WATER SPINNING 
TOWABLE 

US $299.95 
i r&tyMmj 

SEA 
DOG 

Shipping, payment details and return policy 
Services available 
Check item description and payment instructions or contact seller for details. 

Will ship to Worldwide. 
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Seller's payment instructions 
1 will accept visa, mastercard, money order or personal check. No item will go out until I have received paymen 

Payment methods accepted 

V/SA I AMEX 

• Personal check 
• Money order/Cashiers check 
• Other - See Payment Instructions for payment methods accepted 
• Visa/MasterCard, American Express 
Learn about payment methods. 

Ready to buy? 
NEW WEGO KITE TUBE TOWABLE FLYING FLY SPORTSSTUFF WATER 

'SBiiyit/^w price: uS $359.95 

Your Quantity: x 1 

[ Buy It Now > ] You will confirm in the next step. 

Purchase this item now without bidding. 
Learn about Buy It Now. 

What else can you do? 

4= Back to home page j Ask seller a guestion | Report this item j Printer Version j Email to a friend 

Seller assumes all responsibility for listing this item. 

eBay Pulse | eBay Reviews | eBay Stores j Half.com | Kijiji | PayPal | Popular Searches j ProStores | Rent.com 
Skype 
Australia j Austria j China | France | Germany | India | Italy | Spain j United Kingdom 

About eBay | Announcements | Security Center j Policies j Site Map j Help 

Copyright © 1995-2006 eBay Inc. All Rights Reserved. Designated trademarks and brands are the property of their respective o\ 
Web site constitutes acceptance ofthe eBay User Agreement and Privacy Policv. 

eBav official time 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom of this page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

vfs^ 0 NO 

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSCs Web Site: http;//www.cpsc.gov 

http://www.cpsc.gov
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060710HBB2669 
Exhibit 10 

DESCRIPTION OF RESPONDENTS; 

Bettendorf, IA 52722 

On-site visit on 7/6/2006 

Intially contacted on 7/5./2006 
On-site visit on 7/6/2006 

4. Cheri Bustos, Senior Director of Communications 
Trinity Hosptial, 2701 17'" Street, Rock Island, IL 
61201, 309-779-2979, bustosc@trinityqc.com 

Initial contact on 7/5/2006 

mailto:bustosc@trinityqc.com


Task No: 060710HBB2669 

Date: 7/6/2006 

STATUS OF MISSING DOCUMENT(S) 

The official records below were requested for this investigation report, but could not 
be obtained. 

1. Medical Records EXHIBIT 11 

3._ 

4._ 

5. 

Regional Office: Western Supervisor No: 8929_ 



07/06/2006 Doc No: I0670062A Issue: 40 
07/04/2006 22:51:21 

Name 
Add ress 
City = Davenport 
State = Iowa 
Zip = 52806 
Email 
Telephc 
Name of Victim 
Victim's Address 
Victim's City = Bettendorf 
Victim's State = lovj/a 
Victim's Zip = 52722 
Victim's Telephone =1 

Incident Description: My brother in law, Scott Olderog, was using a tube kite at approximately 25 ft above water 
when he lost control (the tube turned in the 
air) and lost grip. He fell to the water and was knocked unconscious for several minutes. Luckily, two nurses were 
watching and 
helped (along with several others) to stabilize him while we attempted to contact the ambulance. He is currently in 
the intensive care unit 
for observation of a broken blood vessel in his brain. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 30 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 7/4/06 
Product involved = Tube kite 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego 
Manufacturer street address = unknown 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = unknown 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = unknown at this time 
Date product purchased = on ebay, June 2006 
Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only 



-Task Number 

060614HCC3602 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 03 

2. Investigator's ID 

9068 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 15 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 0 29808 00518 5 

A 20-year-old male was knocked unconscious and received a concussion when the kite tube he was riding suddenly 
crashed into the water. His 21-year-old brother received chest injuries when his kite tube rose to a height of 25 feet in 
the air and crashed into the water. 
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7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

5 - OTHER PUBLIC PROPERTY 

8. City • 

OMAHA 

9. State 

NE 

1 0 \ FirstProduct 

3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

iOB. Trade/Brand Name 

WEGO KITE TUBE 

10C-. Model Number 

53-5000 

IOD. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF. INC. 
11213 E Circle Street, M 
Omaha, NE 68137 

MA. Second Product 

0 

l i s . Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

110. Model Nurnber 

NONE 

IID. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
20 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

14. Disposition 
1 - Injured, not Hosp. 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
52 - Concussion 

16. Body Part(s) 
Involved 

75 - HEAD 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

I - On-Site 

19. TimeSpent 
(Operational I Travel) 

2 4 / 7 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

21. Case Source 
04 - Radio, TV 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

# Yes Q No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
07/05/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
8929 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 
Topka. Tanya L. 

28. Source Document Number 
X0660349A 

CiPiSC FdikM 182 (12196) Approved tor use through 09/30/2006 OMB NU. 30410029 



IDI 060614HCC3602 

INCIDENT REPORT 

The 45-year-old father ofthe 20 and 21-year old victims has been boating for over 30 
years. Over the last ten years the father has taken his sons water skiing and tubing on the 
Missouri River which is on the Nebraska/Iowa border. The father and mother own a 
cabin on the river where they vacation on weekends in the summer. The father described 
his sons as sports and water enthusiasts but not high risk takers. 

In January, 2006, the father began looking in boating catalogues at the new tubing 
products being offered. He saw a product called the kite tube which was ten feet in 
diameter. The father stated that until now his sons had ridden on tubes up to five feet in 
diameter. The picture showed the kite tube in the air about five to ten feet off the water 
while it was being towed by the boat. The father related that he thought the kite tube 
looked like fun and went on the Intemet to check out the prices. 

On April 4, 2006, the father went to an area marine center that sold boats and accessories. 
At the center he saw the kite tube on display and inquired about the product. The marine 
center sales staff related that they had sold 50 of them at a recent boat show and had a 
video ofthe kite tube showing how it performed being pulled behind a boat. The father 
viewed the video at the center and related that the kite tube appeared to be very stable in 
the air while being pulled by the boat. Based on this video, the father ordered one ofthe 
kite tubes for his sons to use in the upcoming summer. The kite tube arrived at the end of 
April, 2006 and the father picked it up on May 1, 2006. The regular cost of the kite tube 
was listed at $499 but the marine center sold it to the father at the boat show reduced 
price of $400. Following and attached as Exhibit "A" is a picture ofthis kite tube. 

[3 ĵl̂ ,p 

Accompanying the kite tube was a 60 foot tow rope, video on how to use the tube and 
some product literature. The father stated that he and his sons viewed the video and read 
the product literature prior to using the kite tube. He added that he did not read the 
wamings printed on the kite tube as he believed they were the same as those mentioned in 
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the video and printed in the literature. Attached as Exhibit "B" is a copy ofthe video, 
owner's manual and product literature. 

On May 21, 2006, the father stated that he took his family to their cabin on the river and 
decided to use the kite tube for the first time. He recalls that it was a nice day with little 
or no wind. The father blew up the tube with the 12 volt pump that they had used with 
their other tubes and then attached one end ofthe new tow rope to his 1990 17 foot Well 
Craft Inboard/Outboard open bow sport boat with a 165 hp MerCmiser motor and the 
other end to the kite tube as instmcted in the product literature. He added that the tow 
rope was 60 feet in length but could be shortened by ten foot increments. On this day, the 
father adjusted the length ofthe tow rope to 40 feet. 

Both of his sons got into the kite tube separately with life jackets on, .stood in the foot 
pockets and grabbed the handles on the kite tube. Neither son had any prior experience 
with this size of tube. The closest size they had ridden on was a five foot diameter tube. 
The father was driving the boat and the mother was riding in the boat. As they took off, 
the son would pull on a rope attached to the front middle ofthe tube to lift the front ofthe 
kite tube so that water would not get into the tube. After that, the rider would pull on the 
kite tube handles to lift the front ofthe tube up so that it could get air to lift off the water. 
The father related that he tried various speeds up to 40 mph but each time the tube would 
start to lift off the water, it would buckle in the middle. He added that the tube was also 
bending as it moved side to side in the water. 

A few days after this experience, the father went back to the marine center and reported 
the trouble they were having getting the kite tube off of the water. The marine staff 
advised that the kite tube was under inflated and showed the father a tube that was 
inflated to a solid state. The marine staff recommended using a larger pump and showed 
the father one with 1 lOV, 3 psi for $70 which he purchased. 

The next weekend, May 28"^, the father took his wife and 20-year-old son out to the 
cabin. He blew up the kite tube with the new pump to a solid state. The father attached 
the tow rope to the boat at a 40 foot length and then later extended the rope length to 60 
feet. He added that his son got into the kite tube, stood in the foot pockets and grabbed 
the handles on the tube. The father was driving the boat and the mother was video taping 
her son on the tube. The father stated that as the driver, he was constantly adjusting the 
speed ofthe boat to get the kite tube in the air. As his son pulled on the handles which 
lifted the front ofthe tube in the air, the tube would catch some air and lift off the water. 
When it was about five to ten feet off the water, the father would try to maintain the 
speed ofthe boat and as the tube started to descend to the water, the father would increase 
the speed. He added that he was always adjusting the speed and it was a constant 
leaming experience. The father related that while the tube was in the air, he was unable 
to see his son on the tube. He added that the tube has a plastic window that in theory 
allows the driver to see the rider and vice versa. However, the plastic window is cloudy 
and the angle ofthe tube in the air does not allow either party to see each other. 
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The father noted that the breeze dramatically affected the height of the kite tube off of the 
water. A small gust of wind would easily lift the tube higher in the air as well as send it 
diving to the water. The father also noted that the cold water would cause the tube to 
deflate and they would have to go back to shore sporadically to add air to the tube. On 
this weekend, the mother video taped several of her 20-year-old son's rides on the tube 
which show the kite tube in the air as well as crashing down into the water and throwing 
her son off No injuries occurred this weekend. Attached as Exhibit "C" is a copy ofthis 
video. The first four chapters ofthe tape are footage from May 28"'. 

On June 3, 2006, the father again went out to their cabin with his wife and sons. He 
inflated the kite tube to maximum and attached the tow rope at the 60 foot length. On 
this day there was a slight breeze and the first to ride on the tube was his 20-year-old son. 
His 21-year-old son rode on a skee-doo along side the boat. Also present in the boat was 
the mother who was video taping. The father stated that during this ride, they were able 
to get the kite tube off of the water on several occasions without incident. The ride lasted 
about 10-15 minutes as it was hard for the rider to hold onto the handles ofthe kite tube 
much longer and the tube needed to be somewhat re-inflated from the cold water. 
Attached as Exhibit "C" is a copy ofthis video. Chapters 5-7 are ofthe 20-year-old son 
earlier in the day and not of the injury incidenL 

After this first ride and at about 1:00 PM, the 21-year-old son got on the kite tube with a 
life jacket and the 20-year-old rode the skee-doo along side. The father related that 
during this ride they hit speeds of up to 30 mph and were able to get the kite tube off of 
the water on several occasions without incident. After about five minutes of riding, the 
kite tube was up in the air when it tipped to the side and came down hard into the water 
knocking off his son. Attached as Exhibit "C" in chapter 8 ofthe home video is footage 
ofthis injury incident. 

From the 21-year-old who is 5'9" and 170# perspective, he stated that he got on the kite 
tube in the middle ofthe river and put his feet in the middle pockets and his hands on the 
middle handles. As they started off, the son pulled on the middle rope to lift the front of 
the tube out ofthe water so that water would not get on top ofthe tube. 

As they got going, the son held onto the tube handles and pulled back on them to lift the 
front of the tube so that it could get air to lift off the water. The son related that for about 
five minutes, they were able to get the kite tube to lift off the water and then go back 
down and touch the water. He added that at times he would reach 30 feet in the air before 
the tube would come back down. On the final lift off, the tube made a 'swoop' in the air 
at 25 feet and then came down hard on its side to the water. When the tube hit the water 
the son was knocked off. The son stated that he was a running back in high school 
football and never received a hit as hard as the one when he hit the water. He added that 
the wind was knocked out of him and he was coughing up blood. At this point, the 21-
year-old son decided he was finished for the day, rode the skee-doo back to the cabin and 
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drove back home. The son related he continued to cough up blood for several hours 
before it stopped that evening. He added that his whole body hurt from the impact. 

The 21-year-old son reported that there is a window on the kite tube which is there to 
allow the rider and driver ofthe boat to see and signal each other; however, you cannot 
see through the window as it is cloudy. He added that when you are up in the air on the 
kite tube, there is nothing you can do to change the direction ofthe tube or make it come 
back down. The son related that he thought he would have more control as he had on the 
five foot tube. He added that when the kite tube is in the air, everything happens within a 
matter of seconds and you are merely along for the ride and have no control. 

Later in the day, the 20-year-old son decided to go for another ride on the kite tube. The 
father drove the boat as he had in prior rides, speeding up to get the kite tube off the 
water and slowing down a little when it went too high. The son's girl friend was in the 
boat as well as the mother. The father related that during this ride they hit speeds of up to 
30 mph and were able to get the kite tube off of the water on several occasions without 
incident. After a few minutes of riding, the kite tube was up in the air about five feet and 
then suddenly went up to 25 feet. It swooped, tipped upside down and came down hard 
into the water knocking off his son. There is no video tape ofthis incident. 

After the tube hit the water, the father saw his son floating face down and unconscious in 
the water. He immediately drove the boat over close to his son, jumped into the water 
and picked up his son. As they were Hfting him into the boat, his son started to come 
around. At this point, they towed the kite tube back to shore and discontinued use. The 
father reported that there was no evident damage to the kite tube from the incidents. 

From the 20-year-old who is 5'11" and 160# perspective, this was his third ride ofthe 
day and he was having fun on the kite tube. He put his feet in the middle pockets and his 
hands on the middle handles. As they started off, the son pulled on the middle rope to lift 
the front ofthe tube out ofthe water so that water would not get on top ofthe tube. As 
they got going, the son held onto the tube handles and pulled back on them to lift the 
front ofthe tube so that it could get air to lift off the water. The son related that for a few 
minutes, they were able to get the kite tube to lift off the water and then go back down 
and touch the water. He added that on one lift off he was about five feet in the air when 
suddenly the tube went up several more feet, made a circle in the air and then came down 
hard to the water upside down. The son hit his back and head on the water and was 
knocked unconscious. The son recalls getting into the boat and not too much more about 
the incident. 

The 20-year-old reiterated what his brother had said about the kite tube having a window 
to allow the rider and driver of the boat to see and signal each other; however, you cannot 
see through the window as it is cloudy. He added that when you are up in the air on the 
kite tube, there is nothing you can do to change the direction ofthe tube or make it come 
back down. The 20-year-old also related that he thought he would have more control as 



IDI 060614HCC3602 -5-

he had on the five foot tube. He added that when the kite tube is in the air, everything 
happens within a matter of seconds and you are merely along for the ride and have no 
control. 

The father stated that they stayed at the cabin into the evening. He added that they 
checked on their 20-year-old son often as they noticed that he was staring a lot. When 
they asked him how he was doing, he continued to repeat himself with the same answer 
that his ear was plugged. After talking with the victim's girlfriend who was a nursing 
student and contacting friends, the father and mother decided to take their son to the 
emergency room of a nearby hospital to be checked out. 

Iniuries 

On June 3"̂*̂  at 11:00 PM, the son arrived at the emergency room. The staff asked him 
questions about his age, what day it was, where he lived and the 20-year-old did not give 
the right answers to the questions. The victim then had a CAT scan which came back 
showing no bleeding or swelling. The hospital diagnosed a second degree concussion, 
prescribed ibuprofen and recommended the victim see his regular doctor on June 5'^. 
They fiirther noted that the victim's memory should start coming back in the next few 
days. 

On June 4' , the mother talked with her 21-year-old son who said that he had found a 
bump on his side and still hurt all over. The mother mentioned that they were taking his 
brother to the doctor the next day and the 21-year-old decided to come along. 

On June 5' , they went to their family doctor and the memory ofthe 20-year-old son was 
checked and appeared to be getting better but he still did not remember the details ofthe 
incident. The 21-year-old had a chest x-ray that showed some cartilage between his ribs 
was out of place and swollen. The doctor stated that nothing was broken and the swelling 
should go down in the next few days. 

During the evening of June 5"', the 20-year-old noticed blood in his urine. The mother 
called the doctor and he said to bring the son in the next day. On June 6"̂  the 20-year-old 
son went to the doctor and after mnning some tests, diagnosed that he had kidney stones. 
The doctor referred the son to an urologist for examination. 

On June 7' , the son went to the urologist, an x-ray was taken and he went home. That 
evening, the 20-year-old son started to complain side and back pain. The father and 
mother took him to the emergency room for evaluation. When they got to the emergency 
room, the pain was starting to subside. The doctor speculated that the kidney stone was 
starting to move which was causing the pain. He gave the son some pain medication and 
sent him home. The doctor related that the kidney stone was probably present prior to the 
kite tube incident but was jarred loose from the impact when the son hit the water. 
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Since that time, the 20-year-old continues to have side and back pain off and on. The 
family consulted with their physician and decided to have a dye test performed on their 
son to locate the kidney stone. This test is scheduled for June 23'̂ ''. Attached as Exhibit 
"D" are copies of both sons' medical records noting the injuries, diagnosis and treatment. 

On June 5, 2006, the father called the marine center where he purchased the kite tube and 
reported the incidents. He added that they were not doing anything impractical with the 
kite tube, only trying like everyone else to get it to fly. The father reported that the kite 
tube was too unpredictable and unstable in how it performed. He added that the kite tube 
reacts to changes in tube inflation, speed of the boat and wind which is the most 
uncontrollable factor. The marine center told the father to bring the kite tube back and 
that they have had other retums too. The marine center offered a partial refund which was 
80% less of purchase price or $320. The father took part ofthe refund in merchandise 
and part in cash. 

These injury incidents were brought to the attention ofthe U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission through a television news article. In this article the girl friend ofthe 20-
year-old son reports the kite tube injury incident. This investigator received this 
assignment on June 15, 2006 and contacted a number of law enforcement authorities 
before locating the girl friend ofthe 20-year-old male vicfim. On June 20*, this 
investigator conducted an on-site interview with the girl friend and 20-year-old victim 
and on June 21^' this investigator conducted an on-site interview with the 21-year-old 
victim and his parents. During the interview with the parents, the father reported that he 
beheves the kite tube is not safe as it is too unpredictable and unstable in how it performs. 
He added that the kite tube reacts to changes in tube inflation, speed ofthe boat, rider 
experience (including age, weight & height) and wind, which is the most uncontrollable 
factor. 

On June 20' and June 21^', this investigator went to the marine center where the kite tube 
had been purchased to obtain product informafion on the kite tube. The sales staff stated 
that they began selling the kite tube the second week of January, 2006 and estimated that 
to date they have sold about 38 ofthe kite tubes. The staff related that they have only had 
one retum and have not received any other complaints. In regards to the one retum 
which was from the consumer in this report, the staff had seen the video clip showed on 
the television news. They related that the kite tube was under inflated and that it 
appeared the consumer was going too fast (40-50 mph) and should not have gone faster 
than 25 mph which caused the incident. The sales staff allowed this investigator to take 
photographs of a kite tube on display that was inflated and hanging from the ceiling. The 
sales staff also provided copies of the instmctional video, product literature, catalog 
advertising and the 2006 catalog of products sold by the manufacturer ofthe kite tube. 
However, the kite tube was not featured in this catalog. Copies ofthis product 
information are included in Exhibit "B". 
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PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 

The product involved is a Wego Kite Tube, Model 53-5000 that is 10 feet in diameter x 
18" H when inflated and yellow, orange and black in color. The kite tube is pulled 
behind a motor boat and the rider holds onto handles on the top side ofthe tube and puts 
his feet into foot pockets. As the rider pulls on the handles, the front of the tube is lifted 
in the air. The air goes undemeath the tube causing it to lift off the water. The tube may 
raise straight up or act like a kite swiveling, swooping and tuming in the air. The kite 
tube has been known to reach heights of up to 30 feet in the air before coming back down 
to the water. It has a UPC 0 29808 00518 5 and is manufactured in China for: 

SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E CIRCLE STREET, #A 
OMAHA, NE 68137 
(402) 592-9085 
(888) 814-8833 
www.sportsstuff.com 

The father first saw the kite tube advertised in a catalogue called Overton's. In this 
catalogue the kite tube was described as follows: 

Wego Kite Tube 
Whip across the water like a deck tube or fly through the air like a bird! Experience 
the thrill of this ride as you rise above the water to incredible heights, leaving 
nothing but adrenaline in your wake. Designed with 840-denier nylon double skin 
cover with PU-coating, double stitching, two heavy-duty PVC bladders, speed safety 
valves, reinforced towing system, 9 padded handles with knuckle guards, neoprene 
padding for comfortable knees and legs, and double panel panoramic see thru 
window. 120" diameter. Not recommended for anyone under 12 yrs. of age, less 
than 100 lbs., or under 5'tall. Max. weight 200 Ibs. 
12063 Wego Kite Tube Overton's 

499.99 

The kite tube is advertised on the Intemet and described as follows: 

Wego Kite Tube 
10ft diameter flying tube. 
Take flight with the WEGO KITE TUBE! The next generation of action towable to 
here, taking you to a whole new level of excitement! Whip across the water like a 
deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird! Experience the thrill of flight as you 
rise above the water, reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing but adrenaline in 
your wake! The level of extreme sport has been raised with the WEGO KIT TUBE. 
Anything else is beneath it 
Model 53-5000 Sug. Retail: $599.95 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
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The kite tube has the following features: 

120 inch inflated diameter (10 feet) with slanted saucer configuration. 
840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating. 
Computerized double stitched sewing. 
Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 
Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked. 
Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit. 
Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick 
connection. 
Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation. 
Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for 
comfortable foot, knee, and leg use. 
8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard. 
Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls. 
Reflective Safety Piping on all handles and on the outside top taping. 
Variable loops for detachable leash use. 
Panoramic see through double windows. 
Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included. 
High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with 
checkerboard and caution accent striping 
Instructional DVD, tow rope and starting leash included. 
90 day warranty 

Warnings 

The kite tube has wamings noted in its instmctional DVD, product literature and printed 
directly on the kite tube top surface. The wamings on the kite tube are reiterated as 
follows: 

WARNING 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Not a Lifesaving Device. 
• Never Leave Children Unattended. 
• Use Only Under Competent Supervision. 
• Read the owner's manual carefully before using your Sportsstuff towable. 
• Not for use by children under twelve (12) years of age. 
• The watercraft driver is responsible for the towable and rider(s) since the 

towable cannot be controlled by the rider(s). The rider(s) may not be able to 
see where he/she is going. 

• Always have an experienced operator (driver) at the helm of the watercraft. 
• Always have three or more people present for safe tubing: one to drive, one 

to observe, and one or more to ride. 
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Observer in the boat should keep the driver aware of the towable rider(s) 
status. 
Always keep a lookout for other watercraft, boats, swimmers, towables, and 
other obstructions in the water. 
Stay away from other boats and personal watercraft, docks, pilings, bridges, 
shallow water, and the shore. 
The watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which 
might cause the towable to flip over, resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
Do not use at speeds that exceed the skills of the rider. Never exceed 20 mph 
when towing adults or 15 mph when towing children. 
Use a tow rope specifically designed for towables. 
Never operate the watercraft or ride the towable under the influence of 
alcohol or other drugs. 
Never place wrists or feet through the handles or towing harness. Ensure 
that the tow rope is clear or all body parts prior to or during use. 
Riders should keep arms and feet out of the water. 
Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) approved type III (PFD) ski vest or 
as recommended by proper government authorities. 
Do not exceed the manufacturer's recommended number of riders for this 
tube. 
Do not u se this unit when it is under-inflated. The risks involved with this 
could include entrapment which may result in death or serious injury. 
Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling a 
single person, 2375 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 
lbs. average tensile strength for pulling three people, and 4100 lbs average 
tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope 
should be at least 45 feet in length but not exceed 65 feet. 

• The manufacturer, Sportsstuff, Inc., does not have control over the use of 
this product and assumes no liability therein. Under no circumstances is 
Sportsstuff or the seller liable for any loss, damage, injury, or expenses of 
any kind arising out of the use of this product. It is the responsibility or the 
user to determine the proper suitability and safety of the product during 
normal use. This product is subject to age, wear, and deterioration from the 
use and weather conditions. We strongly recommend that you inspect the 
product on a regular basis. 

102605.02 ITEM NO.: 53-5000 ©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

KITE TUBE BOAT DRIVER 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Driver should be at least 16 years of age and pass a coast guard approved 
boating course. 

• Utilize a large, wide anglie, rear view mirror (20 inch width) to keep eye on 
Kite elevation. 
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Slow speed to reduce height, a sudden gust of wind can send the rider up to 
20 feet high or more in half a second. 
Maintain constant communication with spotter about the Kite tube and its 
performance. 
Adjust boat speed to reduce the height ofthe Kite tube. 
The Kite Tube is unlike any other towable tube. It can sustain flight at 
various heights for long periods of time. 
Wind, boat speed, rider weight, and length of rope are big variables in Kiting 
performance. 
Pay attention and adjust the boat speed frequently to fit the conditions. You 
are the director. 
Never Kite higher than you want the rider to fall, adjust your speed. 
Avoid excessive boat speed at all times. 
Have pre-ride meeting with spotter and rider to discuss the type of ride to be 
given. 
Determine the best conditions for Kite tubing based on rider weight, boat 
speed and wind speed. 
Give-way to all other watercraft, especially sailboats. 
The Kite tube can sustain flight with steady head wind and boat speed. Head 
into the wind. 
Be aware of cross winds and wind gusts. 
Use the large, panoramic window to monitor and communicate with the 
rider. 
Don't gamble with rider safety. Driver must accept 100% responsibility for 
the safety of the rider. 
Instruct the rider to lean back and pull on the leash to keep the nose up until 
the boat and tube plane out. As the boat planes out and the tube rises out of 
the water, there will be almost no drag on the boat. 
Most boating accidents happen in less than 2 seconds. 
Reaction time varies from 120 to 255 feet of boat length. 
Do not be in-attentive. Do not let your mind wander. Focus on what you are 
doing. 
Never use the Kite Tube with wind forces so strong that you are unable to 
maintain control. 
Don't Kite in electrical storms. 
The Kite Tube is an air foil of extremely limited capabilities with regard to 
wind and turbulence. 
Instruct all riders of rules and warnings, plus how to ride. 
In riding position, the rider and tube are at a 45" angle to the water's surface. 
Avoid floating objects and all immoveable objects. 
All riders should be towed at speeds that allow for reasonable control. 
Avoid submarining the towable when first starting out or on spills. 
Slow boat down to 5 mph to turn around and pick up the rider. 
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• In many cases when the rider falls off, the Kite will continue to be airborne. 
• Don't be a gunner, slamming the throttle forward and forgetting about the 

towable and your rider. Focus. 
• In no-wind conditions, use zig-zags, whips, figure eights and circles that the 

Kite tube will Kite in, but remember the Kite tube is designed to Kite into the 
wind. 

• Do not throw away your owner's manual. You must review periodically and 
especially when allowing others to use or borrow your Kite tube. 

• Unlike most towables that ride on the water's surface and have tremendous 
drag, when the Kite Tube is Kiting or flying there is almost no drag and the 
boat has a tendency to go faster, so watch out for this effect (a lot of drag to 
no drag). 

• Don't overload your boat with a lot of passengers. 
• Like many towables, rider balance too far forward can cause towable to nose 

under. This is called submarining. When you start moving forward, make 
sure the rider holds the leash on the tube to help keep the nose up during 
takeoff until the boat reaches planing speed and lift occurs on the Kite tube. 
If the boat driver, spotter and rider are not paying attention, the towable 
could nose in. This causes the submarine effect, which results in the towable 
acting like an anchor. Reduce speed immediately otherwise you will create 
too much drag on the boat and tube, causing something to break. 

• ' Pay attention when starting out to prevent this effect. Let's say everything 
goes right and the Kite tube and rider are traveling at a sustained height 
above the water and the rider falls off. The Kite might continue its flight or 
crash down into the water. We suggest that you slow the boat down to 5 
mph, otherwise the towable might again act like a submarine, because it is 
upside down or wind conditions have forced it into a weird position where it 
cannot be towed at any speed other than 5 mph. 

• It is the obligation of the boat driver to operate the boat in responsible safe 
manner and not try to "dump the rider". 

• Experience safe Kiting. 
©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

WARNING 
KITE TUBE RIDER 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Avoid gusty and cross winds, use in light to moderate steady winds. 
• Gusts and cross winds can cause this product to experience sudden changes 

in height or direction. 
• Use in at least 6 feet ofwater depth, the higher you Kite, the deeper the water 

should be. 
• Never use in shallow waters. 
• Boat driver, spotter and rider are all beginners, take it easy, learn in light 

steady wind, start slow. 
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• Your body weight is a factor on balance and control, shifting helps to control 
kiting (rider is ballast). 
Have pre-ride discussion with rider, driver and spotter. 
Never Kite higher than you're willing to fall. 
Into a steady wind, flight occurs more easily. 
With the wind, flight is not so easy. 

Based on rider weight, a lighter person will Kite easier than heavier person. 
Do not over-estimate your ability. Kiting takes a practiced level of skill. 
Keep tube's nose up when starting out, pull back on the ball/leash to help 
hold the nose up until the boat reaches planning speed. 
Rider safety is in the hands of the boat driver and spotter. 
Stay 100 yards from shore, avoid other boat traffic, power lines, and other 
immoveable objects. 
Be aware of natural wind breaks and barriers that change the wind flow. 
Use rear transom tow point. Using higher tow point means the Kite can Kite 
higher. 
Maximum 1 rider capacity. 
Do not exceed 200 pound maximum weight or 100 pounds minimum, be at 
least 12 years of age and a height of 5 feet or more. 
Balance to minimize movement while airborne. Too much movement can 
cause the Kite tube to become wobbly and over turn. Maintain a good center 
of gravity. 
10 and 2 o'clock are the best control hand positiions. 
Hang time. Kite time, can be 1 second to many minutes. 
Length of hang time depends on the wind, boat speed and rider weight. 
A straight boat heading into the wind creates the optimum Kiting 
performance. 
Ballet performance is what you are looking for (up and down). 
Use the large panoramic window to see the boat and to view rider height. 
Force the tube down by pushing your weight down with a swift motion. 
Use your position within the slotting system cockpit to adjust pitch or the 
angle by which the nose of the tube is inclined up or down from the 
horizontal. 
Use the handles to adjust left to right balance. 
Utilize a combination of foot and hand positions to accommodate the current 
wind and boat speed conditions. 
Do not use this tube ifyou are pregnant, could be pregnant, or ifyou have 
neck or back problems. 
Raise arms above head following a spill to signify to the boat driver and 
spotter that you are okay. 
A rider that falls or is ejected should try to fall away from the Kite tube. 
Experience safe Kiting. 

©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 
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WARNING 
KITE TUBE USE 
Release of Liability: 
By assembling and inflating the Kite Tube, you agree that you have read and 
understand the entire Sportsstuffs product manual, including all instructions and 
warnings contained in that material prior to using the Kite Tube. You additionally 
agree that you will ensure any additional or subsequent users of the Kite Tube will 
read and understand the entire owner's manual. Misuse or improper use ofthe 
Kite tube could result in risks, dangers and hazards which may result in serious 
injury or death. The risks and dangers that may be encountered through the 
improper use of the Kite Tube can be avoided by reading and following the warning 
guidelines listed within the owner's manual and by proper use ofthe Kite Tube. 
Your assembly and use ofthis product shall be evidence of your agreement to the 
fullest extent permitted by law, to properly follow the instructions and abide by the 
warnings set forth within the product manual. Your assembly and use of the Kite 
Tube shall also constitute a release, to the extent permitted by law, by you and by 
any third party permitted by you to use, in any manner, the Kite Tube, to 
Sportsstuff from any and all liability for any loss, damage, injury and/or expense 
that you or any user of the Kite Tube may suffer as a result of the use of the Kite 
Tube. This release shall extend to any loss, damage, injury or expense due to any 
cause whatsoever, including negligence or breach of contract on the part of 
Sportsstuff and/or any party participating in the design and/or manufacture of the 
Kite Tube. The terms of this release shall be effective and binding upon you, your 
heirs, next of kin, executors, administrators, assigns and representatives. Your 
assembly and use of the Kite Tube shall constitute your agreement to assume and 
accept any or all known or unknown risks or injury to you and/or to third parties 
through the use ofthe Kite Tube. Sportsstuff and related parties have not made 
and hereby expressly deny any oral or written representation and/or warranty, 
including warranty for a particular purpose, other than what is set forth herein and 
in the Sportsstuffs Kite Tube manual. 
110806.03 ©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit "A" - Pictures and photographs ofkite tube, product information and wamings 
on the tube as well as the boat used to pull the kite tube. 

Exhibit "B" - Copies ofthe instmcfional video, product literature, catalog advertising of 
the kite tube and the 2006 catalog of products sold by the manufacturer of 
the kite tube. (The video, all ofthis product literature and advertising will 
be sent directly to. the Compliance Officer.) 
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Exhibit "C" - Copy ofthe home video taken by the mother on May 27, 2006 and June 
3"̂  of her 21-year-old son's injury incident. (Video will be sent directly to 
Compliance Officer. 

Exhibit "D" - Copies ofthe medical records ofthe 20-year-old son and 21-year-old son. • 

Exhibit "E" - Authorization to Release Name forms. 
Father - No 
Mother - Yes 
20-year-old son - Yes 
21-year-old son - Yes 

Exhibit "F" - Contact List 



IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off 
Sportsstuff, Inc. Internet site. 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Packaging and product 
information. 
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information. 
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Omaha, NE 68137 USA 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - On display at retail 
store. 



IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - On display at retail 
store. The white box near the top is a see-through window. The rope with the 
tennis balls hanging from it is for the rider to pull on causing the front end to 
rise and lift off the water. 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit «A" - 1990 17 foot Well Craft Inboard/Outboard 
open bow sport boat. 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - 165 hp MerCmiser motor on the 1990 17-
foot WellCraft Inboard/Outboard open bow sport boat 
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ĝ  rt (B 
fi) CT 

S. rt b =: 

» § 'S 
- I . 3 IB 
OT O L 

01 CB 

2 a-
S tn 
ffl rtl 

5J 
I! m 

= OT 

" 3 

2 i 

o • -o 
B) _ fi) 
: r m » 

rt OT " rt 
c S 
CT o> 

3 ff 
ffl r t 

X 
. ffl 

3 -

i 2 3 :=s S 
g SiSg 
aiss-a-^ 

CT • O 
O _ ffl 

i5 ff ffl 
5 S ff ^ » = 

a i a 
rt ? r rt 
O CD CT 

- D O T ™ 
c c o 

^ 2 

5 S 

B> 
2 ffl 3 

gg a 

i f a 2, 
rt 5 2 o g -
3 3 . ; ! 
u a o 
5 " ffl rt 
ffl . 3 , O 
Iff . f f l . S 

i a o 
CT a " 
» g 3 
a -1 IQ 
2 3-
CB rt 
OT 

If 
I T - * 
ffl 2 

o 
X B) 

a . OT 
c; o 
Iff rt 
a " 
5-a 

IQ _ . 

ffl CT
ffl ffl 

CT a 
IB CO 

g f 
ffl rtl 

1^ 
a o 
IB C 
T -

n 2 

2 i g 
o c 
g ffl 

1° 
O OT 
- • ffl 

OT W 

g = 
£ o 
a -• 

CB o -" 
C -• a 
IB O (B 
O CT < 
r * O ffl 

8 | 
3 2 a 3 
— TJ 
o £ 
3 — 
OT 3 
O IQ 
B) rt 
3 CT 
o OT' 
Cii 
Q) 

C 
CT 

CB (B 

3 'T, 

a ff 
Q-CB 

ffl c 
IQ OT 

O "> 

ffl a 
3 ff 

3 2. 
OT3 

fi) o 
rt C) 

!l 
3- a 
ffl CB 

O q 
c _. 
CT OT 

^ O 

° s 
3 O 

a ^ 
sg 
(B Q . 

rt. B) E *> 
ffl rt ff E o ffl 
fl) B) 

f -a 
• a 

5 - a 

a 5-
ffl s f 
rt. CB 

• C 

eg. 
3 — 

i? 
3 ffl 
g CT 

IB 
o 
O 

M 
It 
" r t ffl 
CTin 
ffl 2 . 
3 ? 
D) 
X 

3 
-a 
CT 

a 
CB 

T 3 
CB 
3 

g. 
3 -

t a 

o 
3 
*̂ 

CT 
CB 
B) 

I Q 
CB 
B) 
3 

a 
T J 
CT .< 
OT 
o" 
fi) 

OT 
• a 
CB 

g 

10 

o 
3 

T J 

• O • 
— ffl ™ 
rt c m 
rt w X 
3- ^• 2 
ffltg g 
O OT 2 . 
S ffl < 

i 3 f f l 
CT O OT 

ffl g g 

? Eg 
2 = 0 
t-OT 

i!l 
rt ff-o 
5 ffl rt-
ffl 3. a 
CT 5.- 3 
O ffl OT 
B) r t rt 
S IQ 
B) CT 2 o 
0 ffl 

a " 
: i IB 

a 5 
IB 

2 Ŝ  
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Date of Purchase:. 

Model: 
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IDI 060614HCC3 602 

4 6 / ^55 EXHIBIT "C 

Copy of the home video 
taken by the mother on May 
27, 2006 and June 3, 2006 of 

her 20 and 21 -year-old sons 
kite tubing. 

(Video will be sent directly to 
Compliance Officer.) 



Patient Name: 

Examining Provider: 

lUICH Health System 
Blair, Nebraska 

Emergency Department Record 

f7~^fr 

HUNTER, JONATHAN R. 

WALTER S. WOOD, MD 

327 

MR#: 

Date: 

2 
j 

038803 

06/03/2006 

Chief Complaint: Loss of consciousness after falling into water 2 hours ago. Jonathan Hunter is 
a 20-year-old white male who was out on the Missouri river today being dragged behind a motor boat in a large 
inner tube that, when it gets fast enough, does get into the air. Apparently he was at least 20 feet in the air 
according to eye-witnesses when it spun out of the air and crashed into the water at a high rate of speed. 
There was immediate loss of consciousness and he was found floating face-first in the water. He also notes 
being dizzy, positive memory loss. He denies any visual symptoms such as blurry vision, loss of peripheral 
vision or double vision. He does note nausea without vomiting. He feels sluggish and his thought processes 
are slow. He does have a severe headache. Apparently he had positive loss of consciousness for about 30 
seconds. They immediately brought him to shore. They did watch him at home for at least an hour. He was 
not getting any better. The amnesia was not improving. He did not remember what day it was; he knew who 
he was and where he was at. He knew who his girlfriend was. He denies neck pain, denies chest pain or 
difficulty breathing. According to bystanders which include his mom and dad, he did not inhale water. There 
vvas no gagging episode. 

Nurses' notes were reviewed. 

Review of Systems: No fever or chills. Positive confusion. No visual changes, no sore throat, 
positive headache. No neck stiffness or neck injury. He denies abrasions or lacerations. No chest pain or 
difficulty breathing. 

The remainder of the review of systems was reviewed and negative as it pertains to the chief complaint. 

Past Medical History: History of childhood asthma. 

Past Surgical History: Sinus surgery. 

Current IVIedications: None. 

Allergies: None. 

Immunizations: Not pertinent. 

Social History: He is in college in Oklahoma. He is currently back home visiting mom, dad, 
and girlfriend. Denies smoking or alcohol. 

Family History: Not pertinent. 

Physical Examination: Vital signs: Blood pressure 121/77. Pulse 79. Respirations 16. Temperature 
98.3°. O2 saturations of 98% on room air. The patient is alert and oriented x2. He does not know the correct 
date. He does know the President of the United States. He does not know any events that occurred today. 
He does have retrograde amnesia. HEENT: Pupils are equal and responsive to light. Extraocular muscles 
are intact. No scleral injections. Tympanic membranes - Right TM - normal cone of light. No erythema. Left 
TM - external auditory canal is cerumen impacted. Nasal mucosa normal and pink in color. 

038803 EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT RECORD Page 1 of 2 



Patient Name: 

Examining Provider: 

MCH Health System 
Blair, Nebraska 

Emergency Department Record 

fr^7 ^ f e t s 

HUNTER, JONATHAN R. 

WALTER S. WOOD, MD 

Ĵ D)X 

MR#: 

Date: 

77 
J 

038803 

06/03/2006 

Mouth: Mucus membranes moist. No erythema. No exudate. Tonsils not enlarged. Neck: Trachea midline. 
No lyniph nodes palpable. Heart: Regular rate and rhythm. No murmurs, gallops, or rubs. Lungs: Bilaterally 
clear to auscultation. No wheezes or rhonchi. No chest wall tenderness. Abdomen: Bowel sounds are 
positive, soft, nontender, nondistended. Extremities: No clubbing, cyanosis, or edema. Neuro: Cranial 
nerves 2-12 grossly intact. Strength 5/5 in intensity in bilateral upper and lower extremities. Deep tendon 
reflexes bilateral biceps 2-I-, bilateral patella tendons 2-I-. 

Diagnostic Studies: 
evidence of skull fracture. 

CT scan of the head without contrast shows no intracranial pathology, no 

Emergency Dept. Course: His memory remained an issue here in the Emergency Room. His memory did 
not come back during his ER stay. He did know events that had occurred a month ago, did not know what he 
had for lunch or dinner. He did know where he was, did not know the exact date. He did recognize familiar 
faces but continued to be confused though never somnolent or difficult to arouse. He was always very alert. 

Consultations: None. 

Critical Care: None. 

Procedures: None. 

Medical Decision Making: Patient has a concussion with positive loss of consciousness for less than 30 
seconds. Cun-ently, he is still having retrograde amnesia, dizziness, and nausea. At this time, we will send 
him home with a head injury sheet. He is to retum to the Emergency Room for worsening symptoms. 

Impression: Concussion. 

Plan: 
episodes of vomiting, 
symptoms. 

Return to Emergency Room for difficulty arousing, walking, or multiple 
I told him to follow up with his physician on Monday secondary to the severity of the 

WALTER S. WOOD, MD 

WSW:jmd 
D: 06/03/2006 0012 
T: 06/04/2006 1841 
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Patient Name: 

Ordering Provider: 

Supervising Physician: 
(if PA ordering) 
Radiologist: 

MCH Health System 

Diagnostic Imaging Department 

HUNTER, JONATHAN R. 

WALTER 8. WOOD, MD 

DEREKA. BURDENY, MD 

• f2'77) 
^ & 

[ > V ^ 

0 

MR-Episode#: 

Date: 

Date of Birth: 

27 
U 

038803-0018 
ER 
06/03/2006 

02/21/1986 

CT BRAIN UNENHANCED: 

HISTORY: 

TECHNIQUE: 

FINDINGS: 

lesion or hemorrhage. 

IMPRESSION: 

1) NORMAL CT BRAIN. 

HIT HEAD, LOSS OF CONSCIOUSNESS. 

Axial images foramen magnum to vertex without intravenous contrast. 

No significant abnormalities visualized. No evidence of intracranial mass 

DAB:mla 
D: 06/03/2006 2310 
T: 06/04/20061909 

DEREKA. BURDENY, MD 
038803 DIAGNOSTIC IMAGING REPORT Page 1 of 1 



MCH Health System 

Diagnostic Imaging Department 

gO^T 

Patient Name: HUNTER, JONATHAN R. MR-Episode#: 038803-0021 

Ordering Provider: USA M. ISEMINGER, PA-C Date: 06/06/2006 

Supervising Physician: 
(if PA ordering) 

JOHN K. SIMONSON, MD Date of Birth: 02/21/1986 

Radiologist: SUZANNE L. HRUZA, MD 

CLINICAL INDICATION: HEMATURIA, BOATING ACCIDENT. 

CT OF THE ABDOMEN AND PELVIS WITH AND WITHOUT CONTRAST. 

DISCUSSION: Axial images of the abdomen and pelvis were obtained prior to IV contrast 
administration. The patient then received 125 cc of Optiray 320 intravenously and axial images ofthe 
abdomen and pelvis were acquired. 

There is bilateral nephrolithiasis. Multiple stones are present within both kidneys. The largest in the left kidney 
measures about 4 mm in diameter and lies at the midpole. Smaller stones are noted at the upper and lower 
poles. There are multiple small calculi within the right kidney and right renal pelvis, the largest measuring 
about 3 mm in diameter. There is no hydronephrosis and no ureterolithiasis is identified. 

The liver is intact. The visualized portions of the lung bases are clear. 

The spleen is upper normal in size but shows no evidence for laceration. There are no calcified gall stones. 
The pancreas is unremarkable. No adrenal masses are present. There is no evidence for renal fracture,of 
perinephric hematoma. The abdominal aorta is normal in caliber. No significant free intraperitoneal fluid is 
present. The urinary bladder, seminal vesicles, and prostate appear normal. 

IMPRESSION: 

1) BILATERAL NEPHROLITHIASIS. 

SLH: meb 
D: 06/06/2006 1220 
T: 06/06/2006 1252 

SUZANNE L. HRUZA, MD 
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MCH Health System 
Blair, Nebraska 

Emergency Department Record 

Patient Name: HUNTER, JONATHAN R. MR#: 038803 

Examining Provider: CAMERON J. OURADA, PA-C Date: 06/07/2006 

Supervising Physician: JAMES C. JORDAN, MD 

History of Present Illness: This is a 20-year-old gentleman who presents to the emergency department 
with complaints of right flank pain. On 06/03/2006 the patient was involved in a water sporting accident. He 
was knocked unconscious at that time and sustained a concussion. On Monday ofthis week, 06/05/2006 he 
was at home and developed some bloody urination. That blood was painless. He was seen in the clinic the 
next day and did have a CT scan of the abdomen and pelvis with and without contrast done. He was found to 
have bilateral nephrolithiasis. He was pain free at that time. Tonight, he started to have some right flank pain 
that radiated around and down to the right lower quadrant of his abdomen. This started about 1530 today. He 
states he has taken some ibuprofen, but that only helped a little bit. Pain continued and he therefore came to 
the emergency department for evaluation. Review of his CT scan of his head and his abdomen and pelvis 
were performed. He also saw Dr. Frank today in the Outpatient Clinic. At that time he had a CMP drawn. 
That was unremarkable. His BUN was 10, his creatinine was 1.1. Patient had a little bit of nausea, did not 
have any vomiting. Denies sweats. 

Past Medical History: 

Past Surgical History: 

Current Medications: 

Allergies: 

History of asthma as a child. 

He had some nasal polyps removed and sinus surgery. 

Ibuprofen p.m. 

None. 

Social History: The patient is single and currently staying with his family in Mondamin, Iowa. 
He is attending some flight school in Oklahoma. He does not use alcohol or tobacco. 

Review of Systems: Noncontributory. 

Physical Examination: Vital signs: Temperature 97.5°. Pulse 58. Respirations 16. Blood pressure 
118/59. O2 saturations 98% on room air. General: This is a well-developed, well-nourished 20-year-old male 
who is currently in a mild amount of distress secondary to right flank pain. HEENT: Conjunctivae and sclerae 
are clear. Tympanic membranes are pearly with good light reflexes bilaterally. Nose is patent with no bleeding 
or drainage. Pharynx is pink and moist with no redness or exudates. Neck: Supple. No adenopathy or 
masses appreciated. No JVD. Chest: Lung sounds are clear to auscultation in all fields with no wheezes or 
crackles appreciated. Heart is a regular, SI , S2 with no murmurs appreciated. Abdomen: Flat, soft with 
bowel sounds present throughout. He has some mild tenderness in the right lower quadrant. No rebound or 
guard. Extremities: Intact. No edema or cyanosis present. Neurological: The patient is alert and oriented x 3 
with no focal neurological findings. 

Assessment: 1) Right renal colic. 
2) Right renal lithiasis. 
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(2-^2 
MCH Health System ^ ^ 

Blair, Nebraska 

Emergency Department Record 

Patient Name: 

Examining Provider: 

Supervising Physician: 

HUNTER, JONATHAN R. 

CAMERON J. OURADA, PA-C 

JAMES C. JORDAN, MD 

3) p)^' 

MR#: 

Date: 

2 
J 

038803 

06/07/2006 

Plan: Patient was given a prescription for Percocet 5/325 one to two p.o. q. four to six 
hours p.m. pain. He is encouraged to drink lots of fluids and strain his urine. He is to return for any new or 
worsening symptoms. Follow up with the clinic if no improvement in the next three to five days. 

JAMES C. JORDAN, MD CAMERON J. OURADA, PA-C 

CJO:cmm 
D: 06/07/2006 1814 
T: 06/08/2006 0715 

cc: James K. Simonson, MD 
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Revised Header MCH Health System 

Diagnostic Imaging Department 

mT'f 
Patient Name: HUNTER, JONATHAN R. MR-Episode#: 038803-0022 

OC 
Ordering Provider: CARL T. FRANK. MD Date: 06/07/2006 

Supervising Physician: 
(if PA ordering) 

Date of Birth: 02/21/1986 

Radiologist: SUZANNE L HRUZA, MD 

CLINICAL INDICATION: 

KUB: 

GROSS HEMATURIA. STONES SEEN ON CT. 

DISCUSSION: A supine abdominal film shows a calculus measuring about 2 x 5 mm at the 
lower aspect of the midportion of the left kidney. There is questionable visualization of two smaller opacities 
toward the lower pole, which could also reflect calculi. Gas and stool overly the right kidney, making it difficult 
to identify definite calculus. A definite stone along the course of either ureter is not appreciated. The intestinal 
gas pattern is nonspecific. 

IMPRESSION: LEFT NEPHROLITHIASIS. 

SLH:snw 
D: 06/08/2006 0820 
T: 06/08/2006 0905 
R: 06/15/2006 1100 meb 

SUZANNE L. HRUZA, MD 
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Patient Name: 

Examining Physician: 

MCH Health System 
Blair, Nebraska 

Outpatient Clinic 

7^7^ 
722: 

HUNTER, JONATHAN R. 

CARL T. FRANK, MD 

P D)'7 
2 L 

MR#: 

Date: 

2 
J 

038803 

06/07/2006 

Chief Complaint: 

Drug Allergies: 

Medications: 

Gross hematuria. 

None. 

Ibuprofen 600 mg t.i.d. PRN headache and other pain. 

Summary of History: Patient is a healthy-appearing 20-year-old male, height 5 ' i r , weight 163 
pounds, blood pressure 110/70. Four days ago, he was involved in a boating accident while riding a tube kite 
behind a boat, which fell from some 25 feet, and he impacted the water. He sustained a concussion and was 
unconscious for a time and in connection with the evaluation through the emergency room, had noncontrast 
and contrast CT of the abdomen and pelvis as well as CT study of the head. Approximately a day and a half 
thereafter, he had visible total painless hematuria, which has been intermittent and persisted to a lesser extent 
and voided urine at this time is very faintly positive as far as visible hematuria and a dip stick strongly positive 
Hematest positive. Urinalysis otherwise shows negative nitrite, negative leukocytes, negative carbohydrate, 
trace protein, specific gravity 1.020, pH 5, micro examination - many RBC's with no WBC's or visible casts or 
bacteria. 

Physical Examination: Shows an alert, cooperative 20-year-old male with no evidence of anterior 
abdominal tenderness or organ enlargement on palpation. No flank tenderness. No tenderness over the rib 
cage on either side, normal external genitalia with a circumcised phallus, no tenderness over the bladder, 
testicles normal bilaterally. 

Review of noncontrast CT from yesterday does show bilateral nephrocalcinosis with the largest stone perhaps 
4 mm in diameter occupying a mid polar position in the periphery of his left kidney. On CT, there are smaller 
peripheral stones in the upper and lower poles of the right kidney; however, on a KUB today, I can only see the 
left-sided stone. I cannot definitely visualize the right-sided calculi. The kidneys are otherwise normal on CT 
and show prompt excretion of contrast following ejection, with no hydronephrosis extravasation or evidence of 
perinephric hematoma. The bladder and ureters visualized on CT also appeared normal. In questioning when 
the patient did have visible hematuria, it seemed to be consistently concentrated throughout voiding from 
beginning to end, thus suggesfing upper tract rather than lower tract origin. Family history is negative for 
renal disease or calculi. Both parents are living and well, and both sets of grandparents are still living. The 
patient has two brothers, who are living and well. 

Comment: Basic metabolic profile in addition to serum phosphorus and uric acid were 
obtained this date. My best guess is that his bleeding may represent a mild renal contusion, although, there is 
not much in the way of clinical evidence to further enforce this believe. It is also possible that his tiny renal 
calculi may be causing the hematuria, although why the hematuria started following his fall is unclear. If 
today's lab tests show hypercalcemia or hypercalcuria. I will probably want to do further tests (i.e. 24-hour 
urine collection for creatinine clearance, phosphorus, calcium, and uric acid excretions as well as citrate). If all 
screening tests are within nonnal range, I have recommended that he at least get a follow-up urinalysis in a 
week or so and certainly if visible hematuria recurs or persists, I would go ahead with cystoscopy in an attempt 
to document it's origin, although, at this point either kidney could be suspect with the bilateral renal calculi, and 
I do not feei that it is coming from the bladder or urethra by virtue of it's nature and his history. Certainly 
nothing serious such as a renal laceration or obstruction or perinephric hematoma is showing up on CT scan 
and physical exam, in fact, shows no tenderness today, and I do not think he has sustained an injury sufficient 
038803 OUTPATIENT CLINIC Pagel of 2 



MCH Health System 
Blair, Nebraska 

Outpatient Clinic 

Patient Name: HUNTER, JONATHAN R. MR#: 038803 

Examining Physician: CARL T. FRANK, MD Date: 06/07/2006 

to keep him at bed rest or restrict his activities. I did encourage him to stop the Ibuprofen 600 mg t.i.d. which 
conceivably might be adding to a bleeding tendency. 

CARL T. FRANK, MD 

CTF:dll 
D: 06/07/2006 1423 
T: 06/07/2006 2208 

CC: JOHN K. SIMONSON, MD 
LISA M. ISEMINGER, PA-C 
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BREAST 
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LYMPH 
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ASSESSMENT; 
1. 

o Appears heaidiy, NAD 
o PERBL o A 0 EOMI 
o Nystagmus o Cataract L/R 

oVS noted o III o fc disress, 2° tn: 
o Hemoniiages L/R, Exudates L/R, Xing changes L/R 

0 Lid edema L/R. lesions L/R, lag L/R 
o Conjanctiva injected L/R, disdmrge L/R, icteric L/R 
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Admit : 6/6/06 9:05 
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Admit : 
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ASSESSMEiyT: 

0 Appears healthy, NAD oVSnoted o III o fc distress, 2" to: 
o PERRL o A 0 EQMI o Hemoniiages L/R, Exudates L/R, Xing changes L/R 
o Nystagmus o Cataract L/R o Lid edema L/R, Icsimis L/R, lag L/R 
o Coiyanctiva injecled L/R, disdiarge L/R, icteric L/R 
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o-Meatus: ]m|>acted L/R, red L/R, discharge L/R 
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o Anus - heamnrfaoid, sphincter tone^ mass 
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o Rebound, guarding 
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o Anus - hemoniMtd, sphincter tone, mass 
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o Adcttcxa: mass L/R. tenderness L/R 
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o Lympfandeaopathy: axilla L/R, groin L/R, other 
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'-. . MCH Health System 

Diagnostic Imaging Department 

Patient Name: 

Ordering Provider: 

Supervising Physician: 
(if PA ordering 
Radiologist: 

HUNTER, STEWART A. 

LISA ISEMINGER, PA-C 

JOHN K. SIMONSON, MD 

THOMAS S. FORREST, MD 

MR-Episode#: 

Date: 

Date of Birth: 

039266-0012 
AC 
06/05/2006 

09/04/1984 

CHEST PA AND LATERAL: 

REASON FOR EXAMINATION: CHEST PAIN, TUBING ACCIDENT, HYPOXIA, AND HEMOPTYSIS 

DISCUSSION: PA and lateral views of the chest show normal heart size. Lung fields are 
clear. There is no evidence of any pneumothorax or a plural effusion. 

IMPRESSION: 

1) NORMAL PA AND LATERAL CHEST X-RAY. IF PATIENYHAS CONTINUED HEMOPTYSIS, CT 
GCiULD BE DONE FOR FURTHER EVALUATION. -^" 

TSF:adb 
D: 06/07/2006 0950 
T: 06/07/2006 1048 

THOMAS-S^ FORREST, MD 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional infonnation on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

O YES 7 NO 

j lu .77^ d/^-^/-0(^ 
(Date) 

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: http://www.cpsc.gov 

http://www.cpsc.gov


U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Conunission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety infonnation with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidentijil, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign yovir name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

^ YES O NO 

(Signature) (Date) 

CPSC Hotline: 1-8Q0-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: http;//www.cpsc.gov 

http://www.cpsc.gov
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WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting infonnation about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individvial's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situatioii. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

O NO 

(Date) 

CPSC Hotline: 1-80O-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: http://www.cpsc.gov 

http://www.cpsc.gov
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WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information -with us. We maintain a record ofthis infonnation, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

X YES O NO 

^ : : > i / u , ^ — 6MM. 
(Signature) (Date) 

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC{2772) H CPSC's Web Site: http://www.cpsc.gov 

http://www.cpsc.gov


IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "F" - Contact List 

CONTACT LIST 

Rodney Hunter - 48-year-old father Victims: Jonathan Hunter - 20-year-old son 
Susan Hunter - 43-year-old mother Stewart Hunter - 21 -year-old son 
1861 Highway 127 (Same address) 
Mondamin, IA 
(402)212-8985 

Colleen York - 21-year-old girl friend of victim (Jonathan) 
1937 Kameo Drive 
Omaha, NE 68122 

Mark Rosenthal - Parts & Sales Manager 
Kyle Moore - Manager of Pro Shop (Where kite tubes are sold) 
Joe Liss - Salesman in Pro Shop 
Paul Davis - Owner (Not available) 
9610 L Street 
Omaha, NE 68127 
(402)339-9600 

Omaha Fire Department - No report 
1516 Jackson Street 
Omaha, NE 68102 
(402) 444-5700 

Omaha Police Department - No report 
505 S. 15"̂  Street 
Omaha, NE 68102 
(402) 444-5638 

Terrell Odom, Supervisor - No report 
Shore Side Detachment (SSD) 
U.S. Coast Guard 
9800 J.J. Pershing Drive 
Omaha, NE 68112 
(402) 453-4333 

Douglas County Sheriff- No report 
1905 Hamey St. 
Lt. Kevin Conlon - 444-6131 
Omaha, NE 
(402) 444-7028 



Douglas County Treasurer - Boat Registration - (No listing under Colleen York -
Cannot search by last name only. Would not give out address if found.) 
4701 S. 24* Street 
Omaha, NE 68107 
(402) 444-7103 

Herb Angell, Stating Boating Law Administrator - No report (but should have had one 
from boater.) 
Nebraska Game & Parks (Member of NASBLA) 
Law Enforcement Division 
2200 N. SS'** St. 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
(402)471-0641 

Lt. Mike Fields 
Phyllis Dudgeon, Administrative Specialist 
Kentucky Department of Fish & Wild Life 
1 Sportsman Lane 
Lexington, KY (Frankfort, KY 40601) 
(502)564-3176 

Ron Sarber, Director 
National Association of State Boating Law Administrators 
1500 Leestown Road, Suite 330 
Lexington, KY 40511 
(859)225-9487 
www.nasbla.ory; 

http://www.nasbla.ory
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Kite Tubing 
Read The Rules 

landing. 

I A fun day of lx)ating on the Missouri River tumed frightening for a family and 
their friends when a new water toy became too much to handle. 

Colleen York had a queasy feeling as she watched. 

"I'm thinking to myself something is going to happen. He's going way too O 
high," she recalls. 

A friend riding a newly purc:hased water toy called the kite tube made a hard 

Colleen says, "We tumed around and he was unconscious in the water and we're all freaking out. So his dad jumps in 
and rescues him. He started coughing. I was glad." 

Watching the tape of the episode, Nebraska Medical Center emergency room Dr. Richard Walker said water doesn't 
guarantee a soft landing." 

He says, "If you are jerked around quickly in the air you can injure your neck or your back; your spine." 

But Paul Davis of Omaha Marine Center says the kite tube comes with written and video instructions to make it a safe 
and exciting ride. 

He says the instructions are, "very specific to the speed you can go, the rope length to use. If you continue to 
accelerate, about the 30 mile-per-hour range you increase your chances of getting hurt." 

The cockpit ot the kite tube also comes with instructions on communicating with the boat with instructions to speed up 
or slow down. 

Dan Wiley is a kite tube rider who doesn't think of himself as a daredevil. 

He says, "If you go too fast, yes, it's going to be a dangerous situation but it's a very calm, relaxing, fun ride," 

Though the kite tube initially made a splash with her friends. Colleen York says they've since retumed it. 

"It looks fun," she says. "You might think you have control but one gust of wind and they now know better." 

Sports Stuff, the manufacturer, says no other towable, inflatable on the market has such an extensive system of 
warnings and instruction. Markings on the tube are specifically designed to warn the riders of possible dangers in 
misusing the tube. It's produced by a company in Omaha that conducted numerous safety tests on Lake Manawa 
before putting the tube on the market. 

Find th is ar t ic le a t : 
http://www.wowt.com/hews/headlin6s/3006146.html 

http://gray.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?aclion=cpt&title=Kite+Tubing&expire=&urlI... 6/12/2006 

http://www.wowt.com/hews/headlin6s/3006146.html
http://gray.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?aclion=cpt&title=Kite+Tubing&expire=&urlI
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landing. 

I A fun day of boating on the Missouri River tumed frightening for a family and 
their friends when a new water toy became too much to handle. 

Colleen York had a queasy feeling as she watched. 

"I'm thinking to myself something is going to happen. He's going way too ^ 
high," she recalls. 

A friend riding a newly purchased water toy called the kite tube made a hard 

Colleen says, "We tumed around and he was unconscious in the water and we're all freaking out. So his dad jumps in 
and rescues him. He started coughing. I was glad." 

Watching the tape of the episode, Nebraska Medical Center emergency room Dr. Richard Walker said water doesn't 
guarantee a soft landing." 

He says, "If you are jerked around quickly in the air you can injure your neck or your back; your spine." 

But Paul Davis of Omaha Marine Center says the kite tube comes with written and video instructions to make it a safe 
and exciting ride. 

He says the instructions are, "very specific to the speed you can go, the rope length lo use. If you continue to 
accelerate, about the 30 mile-per-hour range you increase your chances of getting hurt." 

The cockpit of the kite tube also comes with instructions on communicating with the boat with instructions to speed up 
or slow down. 

Dan Wiley is a kite tube rider who doesn't think of himself as a daredevil. 

He says, "If you go too fast, yes, it's going to be a dangerous situation but it's a very calm, relaxing, fun ride." 

Though the kite tube in-rtially made a splash with her friends. Colleen York says they've since returned it. 

"It looks fun," she says. "You might think you have control but one gust of wind and they now know better." 

Sports Stuff, the manufacturer, says no other towable, inflatable on the market has such an extensive system of 
warnings and instruction. Markings on the tube are specifically designed to warn the riders of possible dangers in 
misusing the tube. It's produced by a company in Omaha that conducted numerous safety tests on Lake Manawa 
before putting the tube on the market. 

Find th is article at : 
http://wviw.wowl.com/news/headlines/3006146.html 

http://gray.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Kite+Tubing<feexpire=<&urlI... 6/12/2006 

http://wviw.wowl.com/news/headlines/3006146.html
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REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 29 year-old male sustained a C-2 vertebrae fracture In his neck when he fell into the water head first after riding his 
tube kite. A sudden gust of wind caused him to lose control of the tube kite while elevated approximately 20 feel above 
water. The speed of the boat was approximately 35-40 mph, but did not unexpectedly change speeds. 
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The following information was obtained through a telephone interview with the victim's 
wife who observed the incident and with the consumer/boat operator. The victim could 
not be interviewed due to his current medical condition (halo brace). Additional 
information was obtained through official reports. The investigation was generated by a 
report submitted by local officials. The involved product is a circular tube kite. There 
were a total of three separate, but related incidents involving the same product during the 
two-day period, though only one incident resulted in medical treatment. 

The primary victim (hereafter, "victim") is a 29 year-old male, who weighs 
approximately 190lbs and stands approximately 6'2. The victim has between 15-20 years 
of experience with similar products and activities, which includes wakeboarding and 
water skiing. The victim did not incur any injuries while participating in previous water-
related activities. The victim had no prior experience with the product. The victim did not 
read any product-related documentation (e.g., owner's manual) and did not watch the 
instructional video that was provided to the consumer. 

The victim's friend (hereafter, "consumer" or "boat operator"), who is 36 years old, was 
the owner ofthe product and the boat operator at the time ofthe incident. The product 
was newly purchased in late May 2006 through an online purchase with a major retailer. 
The consumer reported that the product has been difficult to locate in retail stores as the 
products have reportedly been selling quickly. Therefore, the consumer received no prior 
personal instruction from any sales staff on how to operate the product. The consumer 
recalls that the product included the tube kite, a three-segmented tow rope (i.e., can be 
used at the adjustable lengths of 45, 55, and 65 feet), and an instructional video (DVD). 
The consumer reported that his 32 year-old wife (hereafter, "wife"), 10 year-old son 
(hereafter, "son"), and he watched the instmctional video before using the product. The 
consumer did not read the owner's manual and does not recall if an owner's manual was 
provided. The consumer did observe numerous waming and caution labels on the 
product. 

Within a day or two after purchasing the product, the consumer began using the product 
on a four-day trip. It is unknown who inflated the product, or how much the product was 
inflated (i.e., PSI). There were a total of seven people on the trip/boat, which included 
five adults and two children. The boat that was used during each incident was a 21-foot, 
280 horsepower, inboard mnabout, and was operated solely by the consumer, who 
reported having significant boating experience. The victim reported that no alcohol was 
consumed by any ofthe participants at any time. 

Prior to the victim sustaining his injuries, both the wife and son individually rode the 
product a total of three times each, and both were thrown off once while riding the 
product. All individuals were sole riders during their respective rides. The son's ride 
lasted a total of a few minutes, though it is unknown how long the wife was on the 
product before being thrown off. Various boat passengers acted as "spotters" and no one 
person was specifically designated. The length ofthe tow rope used during the wife and 
son's rides is unknown. The wife weighs approximately 1151bs and stands 5'4 while the 
son weighs approximately 751bs and stands 4'5. It is unknown what the wife and son 
were wearing during the incident(s). During the wife's ride, the boat was traveling 
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approximately 25-30mph, and she maintained elevations between 5-10 feet. While 
airborne, the product flipped, and caused the wife to fall and land in the water, on her 
back. During the son's ride, the boat was traveling approximately 20mph while the son 
maintained elevations between 3-5 feet. During the son's ride the product flipped and 
with the son still in the product, landed in the water. The son reportedly injured his knees. 
It is unknown what exact position the son was in when he landed. Neither individual 
sought medical attention, though the wife reported "back soreness and spitting up blood" 
shortly thereafter. 

On June 2, 2006 at approximately 3:15pm, the victim attempted his first ride on the 
product. The victim was wearing shorts and a life jacket. Neither the victim, nor the wife 
and son wore a helmet during their respective rides. The consumer (i.e., boat operator) 
tied/secured the tow rope to the product at its greatest length, which is 65 feet, and was 
included with the purchase ofthe product. The victim did not purposeflilly read any of 
the warning labels on the product before riding. The victim's 30 year-old wife acted as a 
"spotter" while the victim was riding the product. The visibility was good and the water 
was reportedly calm. The winds were listed as "moderate", and blowing from the 
southwest at lOmph. The boat was traveling west, into the wind, and at various speeds (a 
port side crosswind was reported). It is unknown if other vessels were in the waterway 
during the victim's ride. 

While riding, the victim could not see the boat, therefore communication was impaired. 
Part ofthe product, near the front, is constmcted of a clear plastic and serves as a 
window, but immediately became fogged up during the ride, thereby preventing the rider 
to see or communicate with the spotter or boat operator. The victim had planned on using 
hand signals, as previously learned while participating in other water sporting activities 
(e.g., water skiing), but was unable to as removal of either of his hands would have 
caused a weight shift within the product, thereby causing it to become unstable. 

During the victim's ride, which lasted a total of 5-10 minutes, he had difficulty getting 
the product airbome due to the adult (heavier) weight. The boat operator thus increased 
the speed to approximately 35-40mph. It is unknown what the boat's actual speed was 
prior to the ihcrease. It was reported that victim reached elevations of three feet or less, 
and then suddenly reached an elevation of between 15-25 feet when a gust of wind lifted 
the product further into the air. While atthis peak elevation, the product began to wobble 
left to right and became unstable for approximately three seconds. The port side ofthe 
product then flipped up, thereby inverting and accelerating the product towards the water 
with the front ofthe product pointing downward. While the product was falling 
downward and approximately three feet above the water, the victim fell off the product, 
and landed headfirst in the water, in an angular, corkscrew motion. 

The boat operator immediately turned the boat around when he observed the victim land 
in the water. With assistance from the passengers in the boat, the victim climbed back 
into the,boat. The victim maintained consciousness, but complained of neck pain. The 
boat operator radioed for assistance and retumed to the marina where the victim received 
initial emergency medical treatment from the responding medics. The victim was 
transported via ambulance to a local hospital where he received additional treatment and 
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was diagnosed with a C-2 (neck) vertebrae fracture. Although the victim was released 
from the hospital, he is to remain in a halo brace for three months and afterwards will 
retain limited mobility in his neck (90%). Medical records have been requested, but not 
received. 

The victim and consumer both believe that the product is unsafe for various reasons, 
specifically due to the inability for rider and boat operator to effectively communicate 
and instability of product while airborne; therefore, should be removed from the market. 
The consumer contacted the manufacturer shortly after the incident and informed a 
representative of what occurred, specifically that three individuals were injured to 
varying degrees while riding the product. The manufacturer's representative reiterated to 
the consumer the safety information that accompanies the product (e.g., warning labels) 
and offered to exchange the product for a regular, non-aerial inner tube. The consumer 
has since repackaged the product, tow rope, and instmctional video and retumed them to 
the manufacturer. Neither the victim, nor the consumer reported any damage to the 
product after the incident. The consumer has had no further communication with the 
manufacturer. The victim made no attempt to contact the manufacturer. 

Intemet research revealed correspondence among consumers and operators ofthe product 
on various websites. A June 21, 2006 response (i.e., blog) was written (i.e., posted) to 
concemed consumers ofthe product by a manufacturer's spokesperson (Exhibit #9), 
which stated that the manufacturer "follows the guidelines set forth by the Water Sports 
Industry Association" (paragraph 7 of Exhibit #9). A phone call was placed to the 
executive director ofthe Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA) regarding any 
possible promulgation of standards or endorsement ofthe product. The director stated 
that while the WSIA warnings are intended as guidance for manufacturers of water-
related products, the product manufacturer made no prior attempts to seek confirmation 
with WSIA regarding the product or any tow rope standards. The director stated that 
regarding tube kites, the WSIA has never "crafted any language" as related to tube kites 
or endorsed the product in anyway. Furthermore, the director stated that the tube rope 
staindards and warnings promulgated by WSIA are not intended for tube kites tow ropes 
as pertinent factors, such as tensile strength and capacity may differ between regular 
(inner) tubes and tube kites. The tube and tow rope warnings and standards promulgated 
by WSIA have been attached as a reference (Exhibits #6-7). No attempt was made to 
contact the spokesperson for the manufacturer regarding the aforementioned statement as 
to WSIA guidelines. 

On June 15, 2006, and after responding to numerous incidents involving serious injuries, 
the local officials ofthe recreational area implemented a ban all on tube kiting. This 
restriction was generated from the numerous incidents occurring in the recreational area 
and subsequent interviews -with related parties and various agencies (see Exhibit #8 for 
restriction proposal and related correspondence). The law enforcement specialist also 
stated that the park rangers have generated approximately 10 additional reports regarding 
contact with individuals subsequentiy preparing to participate in tube kiting. All 
individuals were alerted to the newly imposed ban, and no additional reports of injuries 
were noted. In addition, the law enforcement specialist at the recreational park/area 
determined, after watching the product's instmctional video (DVD) on numerous 
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occasions, that the video narrator discloses that the boat operator (and rider) should go 
only between 10-20mph, but the video consistentiy shows boat operators going between 
30-40mph, enabling the rider to obtain flight. 

On June 16, 2006, a local retailer stocking an exemplar product was visited. Exemplar 
photographs ofthe packaging were taken and are included as Exhibit #1. 

Product Identification: 

The product is a Wego kite tube'^'", and is a 120inch (10 foot) inflatable, circular tube 
kite that is designed for a single rider, and to be towed behind a boat via tow rope and 
achieve flight when a certain boat speed is attained. The model number for the product as 
listed on the manufacturer's website and exemplar packaging is: 53-5000. The product 
indicates that a patent is pending and that it is made in China. The manufacturer is: 

SportsStuff, Inc. 
11213 E. Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(402) 592-9085—P 
(402) 592-1354—F 
www.sportsstuff.com 

The suggested retail price as listed on the manufacturer's website is $599.95; however, 
the price paid by the consumer was $499.00 with exemplar units located in retailers also 
listed as $499.00. The product is largely yellow in color with wide black diagonal accent 
striping and a sectional red border with various product labeling and identification, which 
includes various skull graphics. The product maintains an "840D" nylon covering and 
panoramic, see-through double plastic windows that are located near the front ofthe 
product. Near the rear ofthe product is a parallel slotting system cockpit for the rider. A 
handle system is located undemeath the nylon covering and is accessible via eight 
different circular slots that offer the rider eight different "non-slip" handle positions. The 
product is also equipped with a three-segmented tow rope that is adjustable to lengths of 
45, 55, and 65 feet. The front ofthe product maintains a molded, aliiminum connector for 
attachment to the tow rope. 

The product was purchased through Wal-Mart's website: (www.walmart.com). 

Various warnings are located on the product's packaging (exemplar), and include a 
lengthy "Release of Liability" warning (Exhibit #1, photo 8), which iterates that by 
assembling and inflating the product the consumer has implicitly agreed to have read and 
understands the owner's manual and releases the manufacturer of any responsibility as 
related to damage, loss, or injury. The exemplar packaging also retains warnings 
disclosing that the product is "Not A Lifesaving Device"... "Never Leave Children 
Unattended"... "Use Only Under Competent Supervision" (Exhibit #1, photo 7). 
Although the website shows the product with the waming, "NEVER KITE HIGHER 
THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO FALL" (Exhibit #10), the exemplar packaging does 
not reveal such a warning on the product. However, the exemplar packaging also reads 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
http://www.walmart.com
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that "Designs Featured In Photography Subject To Variations" (Exhibit #1, photo 7). 
Although two additional warning can be observed on either side ofthe product's parallel 
slotting system, neither one is legible as observed as a photograph on the exemplar 
packaging or website. 

Other relevant wording found on the exemplar packaging (Exhibit #1, photo 10) includes, 
"Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird! Experience the 
thrill of flight as you rise above the water reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing 
but adrenaline in your wake!" (Emphasis added). Instmctional wording observed on the 
exemplar unit (Exhibit #1, photo 12) includes, "Beginners will benefit greatiy by 
following the directions explained in the included instmctional DVD and owner's 
manual... With a good amount of practice, you'll be able to hover slightly above the 
water's surface for minutes at a time!" (Emphasis added). 

No incident or exemplar sample was collected, and no incident product photographs 
could be obtained. 
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Exhibits: 

A. CPSC Photographs of Exemplar Packaging (10 pages) 
1. Front view of exemplar product packaging 
2. Manufacturer contact information—as viewed on top of exemplar 

packaging 
3. Exemplar product's model number and UPC 
4. UPC and retailer price of exemplar product 
5. Top view of exemplar product packaging 
6. Product's features—as listed on exemplar product's top (packaging) 
7. Guarantee and waming of top of exemplar product's packaging 
8. Warning label on exemplar product's top (packaging) 
9. Product information—labeling on front of exemplar product 
10. Wording on front of packaging of exemplar product 
11. Bottom view of packaging on exemplar product 
12. Riding instmctions on exemplar product (packaging—bottom) 
13. Side view of exemplar product 
14. Product's features—as listed on exemplar product's packaging (side) 

B. Notice of Inspection to Retailer (1 page) 
C. Local Official Incident Report (8 pages) 
D. Owner's Manual for Product (11 pages) 
E. Owner's Manual for Tow Rope (7 pages) 
F. Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA) waming manual (13 pages) 
G. Photos of WSIA warning labels—tow ropes and tubes (1 page) 
H. Local Recreational Officials Final Draft Regarding Product Ban and Related 

Correspondence (70 pages) 
I. Internet Written Response (i.e., "blog") by Manufacturer Spokesman (1 page) 
J. Photo of Product as Seen on Manufacturer's Website (1 page) 



Photographs of Wego Kite Tube—Exemplar Product 060614HCC3606 Exhibit A 

Photo#l: Front view of exemplar product packaging 

I SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E Circle, Su i teA 
Omaha, NE 68137 USA 
Tel: 402,592.9085 
fax : 402.592,1354 

MADE IN CHINA 
Customer Service: 
086.814.8833 
tn t«m«t Addr«&s: 
ht tpL/ /www,»por t»»tuf fxom 
E-mjiii: cu» tom©rcar*^»por t»» tu f t .com 

Photo #2: Manufacturer contact information—as viewed on top of exemplar packaging 



¥rEGO 10FT. K ITE TUBE 

Model # 53-5000 

Patent Pending 
/ Sportsstuff. Inc., 2005 

Photo #3: Exemplar product's model number and UPC. 
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99 
Photo #4: UPC and retailer price of exemplar product 



Photo #5: Top view of exemplar product packaging 

• 120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration 
• 840D full body nylon double sKIn cover with PU coating 
• Computerized double stitched sewing 
• Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 
• Multiple mesh drain ports, bahtacked 
• tWo heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit 
• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for 

quick tow rope connection 
• Speed safety valves for fast easy Inflation/deflation 
• Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding 

for comfortable foot, knee, and leg use 
• 8 padded non-slip handles with knuckle guard 
• Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls. 
• Reflective Safety piping on all handles and on the outside top taping 
• Variable loops for use of detachable leash 
• Panoramic see through double windows 
• Segmented tow rope is Included adjustable length style 

45/55/65 foot lengths 
• High visibility, billboard style red and yellow watersports safety colors 

with checkerboard and caution accent striping 

Photo #6: Product's features-as listed on exemplar product's top (packaging) 



GUARANTEE: Sportsstuff, Inc. warrants, to the original purchaser 
only, that their high performance products when used for normal 
recreational purposes are free from defects in material and 
workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from date of purchase. 
FOR PROMPT PARTS REPLACEMENT, CONTACT SPORTSSTUFF 
DIRECTLY AT 888.814.8833. REPLACEMENT PARTS ARE SHIPPED 
WITHIN 48 HOURS OF NOTIFICATION MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY. 
DO NOT RETURN IT TO YOUR DEALER. 

ATTENTION: 
Read al l warn ings and ins t ruc t ions prov ided w i t h th is 
product pr ior t o use. DO NOT DISCARD! 
Designs fea tu red i n pho tography sub jec t t o var ia t ions . 

WARNING: Not a Lifesaving Device. 
Never Leave Children Unattended. 
Use Only Under Competent Supervision. 

Photo #7: Guarantee and warning of top of exemplar product's packaging 



>'ia llMMlRNINGA 
KITE TUBE USER 

Release of UabiMty: 
B>' asst»»nbling and inflatinq the Kite Tube, you agree 
that vou havd n^^d and understand the entire 
SportSiStufrs product manual, including all instructions 
aî Kj warnings contained in that material prior to using 
th© Ktt» Tbbe. You additional))' agre« that ^'ou vsnll ensune 
aaiy ackiitional or subsequent users of the Kite Tube will 
re*ad snd understand the entin? o^s'ner's manual. Misuse 
or imprc»per use ot the Kite Tube could result in risks, 
dangers and harards which may result in serious injury 
or de^ath. The risks and darxjers mat may be encountered 
through the in-pnoper use ofthe Kite Tube can be ax^oided 
by n&ading and foUowing the warning guidelines listed 
uTthin the ovuier's manual and b)' prti>er use of the Kite 
Tube, Your assen'tbl^' and use of this product shall be 
evidence of your a^n^emenl, to the fullest exterjl 
p^n i t ted by taw, to pMopert)' follow the tnstnjcti(Mis and 
abide by the wamincjs set forth within the product 
n'lanuaC N'our assembfy and use of the Kite Tube shall 
also constitute a release, to the extent p>emiitted by law. 
by ycMj and by any third part)' pemirtted by you to use, 
in any manner, the Kite Tube, to Sportsstuff fnDm any 
and all liabitft>' for any loss, damage, injury' and/or 
expense that you or an^• user of the' Krte Tube n%a>' suffer 
3s a re-sutt of the use of the Kite Tube. This release shall 
evtend to any loss, damage, injunt- or expense due to 
any cause whatsoe\'er. including heqligence or breach 
of contract on the part of Sportsstu^ and 'or an>' part>' 
paiticipatinq in the de-sign and.-or manufacixjn^ of the 
Kite Tube, u>e terms of this release shall be effective 
and binding up>on you, your heirs, nexi of kin. executors, 
administrators, asstqns and representatives. Your 
3ssdmbl>' and use ofthe Kite Tube shall constitute >'our 
asn?emejit to assume and aooept an>- or all kriown or 
unkno^-n risk's ot in)ur>' to \'Oij and or to third parties 
ttirough the use of the Kite Tube.. Sportsstuff and r^lat^ 
parties have not made and t>ereby expressr>' deny any 
oral or written rep«^se»ntaton and or warrant\-. including 
^A-̂ rranty for a parhcular purpose, otner than'what is set 
forth herein and in the Sportsstuff's Kite Tu^e manuai. 

^iwf»!i.a,^ e 5;>.*>-a5srjf; li:;-. 2:»Dt5 

Photo #8: Waming label on exemplar product's top (packaging) 



Photo #9: Product information-labeling on front of exemplar product 
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Photo #10: Wording on front of packaging of exemplar product 
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Photo #11: Bottom view of packaging on exemplar product 



The Kite Tube is ndden unliite any other towable on the market. In order to kite above the water for sustained amounts of time, 
a certain amount of practice is required. Beginners wi l l benefit greatly by following the directions explained in tlie included 
instructional DVD aod owner's manual. To Kite, you begin by pulling the front of the tube up with the included starting leash. 
Once you reach planing speed, you can pull the front of the Kite Tube up even more to a 45 degree angle, so only the back part 
of the tube is touching the water. Once in this positian. you hop slightly while holding on lo the tube. By hopping, the Kite Tulie 
will became light and the rear of the lube wil l leave the water and your Kiting experience begins. With a good amount of practice, 
you'll be able to hover slightly above the water's surface for minutes at a time! This is only a brief explanation of how the kite 
tube is i'l ".en. Be sure to read all instructions and warnings prior to riding. Experience safe Kiting! 

Photo #12: Riding instructions on exemplar product (packaging-bottom) 



Photo #13: Side view of exemplar product 
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Photo #14: Product's features~as Hsted on exemplar producf s packaging (side) 
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KiJS. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

NOTIGE OF INSPECTION 
1. DATE. 

<hll(,foG 
iTwi 2-TIM 

-A.M. { / ' «>" 

3. FROItA (ArM Offiea and Addrost) ijivi (ATM uniea ana Aoaroni \ 

A. NAME AND TITLE OPymOtVtOUAL 

3 ^ 
4 ̂rirs, n <\<y\ ' ^ a j ^ / " f B. PIRIUNAMI 

4. TO 
M (xrf/»-e./w<:\X 

C. NUMBER AND STREET ADDRESS 

1363 ^ M W C ^ ^ T O r/2?:5') 
0. CITY, STATE AND ZIP CODE 

Oo,tU.cl. ^yi ?̂ feg)î  
Notice of Inspection is hereby given pursuant to: 

• Flammable Fabrics Act (IS tJ.S.C. 1191 ef $07.); 

• Federal Trade Commission Act (15 ir.S.C. 41 erseqr.); 

• Sections 16, 1? ahd 27 of the Consumer Product Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2065,2068 and 2076) 

• Section 704(a) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U5.C. 374(a)) [Authority for inspections 
in connection with the Poison Prevention Pacicaging Act of 1970 (15 U.S.C. 1471 et seq.)\ and/or 

• Section 11(b) of the Federal Hazardous Substances Act as Amended (15 U.S.C. 1270(b)). 

Refer to the back of tills fonn for a discussion of inspections! authority and for pertinent statutory language. 

S. PURPOSES OF INSPECTION ANO NATURE OF INFORMATION TO 8E OBTAINED AND/OR COPIED. 

The purpose of tliis inspection is to obtain information; to review and obtain copies of items including but not 
limited to records, reports, books, documents; and labeling; and to obtain samples, in order to enforce or de
termine compliance with che Acts administered by the Consumer Product Safety Commission. 

f y^0 \ t )^ rco \ \S . 

UJ *^0 fh^^ i O h t lAcijclt/^ffi 

6. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS 

Those from whom information is requested should state whether any of the information submitted is believed 
to contain or relate to a trade secret or other matter which should be considered by the Commission to be 
confidential and whether any of the information is beheved to be entitled to exemption from disclosure by the 
r ' . - . n»n i«« ) r t n i . nHA f r h > n m i n m r m a r>r t h * P r * M 4 n m i-lf I n f n n n a r i n n A r t ^ I S M S P S ' 7 ^ \ A n v t farRTTIPI i r . I M A r t t n f f 
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Boating Accident Report ^^ 
G)eo Csnynn Natintial Recrtatian Area 

PQ Bo!« 15D7, Page , AriJOTta 8 6 W 0 
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SPORTSSTUFF. 

WEGO KITE TUBE OWNER'S MANUAL 
Important information is enclosed in this manual. Please read these materials 

prior to assembling and using this product Keep for future reference. 

For questions on assembly, parts or warranty, contact the experts at 
Sportsstuff. DO NOT RETURN this product to the storel 

Contact us TOLL FREE: 868-814-8833 (USA) (BamrSpm. CST Monday-Friday) 

Congratulations on your new towable purchasel SpCHlsstuff prides itself in making the 
most innovative inflatable products on the planet Your high pertormance towable is 
designed to provide an exciting and unique riding experience for the whde family 

AWARNINGA 

<y 

A RELEASE OF LIABILITY , 

By assembling and inflating the Kite Tube, you agree that you have read 
and understand the entire Sportsstuff's product manual, including all 
instructions and warnings contained In that material prior to using the 
Kite Tube. You additionally agree that you will ensure any additional or 
subsequent users of the Kite Tube will read and understand the entire 
owner's manual. Misuse or improper use of the Kite Tube could result in 
risks, dangers and hazards which may result In serious injury or death. 
The risks and dangers that may be encountered through the improper 
use of the Kite Tube can be avoided by reading and following the warning 
guidelines listed within the owner's manual and by proper use of the Kite 
Tube. Your assembly and use of this product shall be evidence of your 
agreement, to the fullest extent permitted by law, to properly follow the 
instructions and abide by the wamings set forth within the product manual. 
Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube shall also constitute a release, to 
the extent permitted by law, by you and by any third party permitted by 
you to use, in any manner, the Kite Tube, to Sportsstuff from any and all 
liability for any loss, damage, injury and/or expense that you or any user 
of the Kite Tube may suffer as a result of the use of the Kite Tube. This 
release shall extenci to any losSj damage. Injury or expense due to any 
cause whatsoever, including negligence or breach of contract on the part 
of Sportsstuff and/or any party participating In the design and/or manufac
ture of the Kite Tube. The terms of this release shall be effective and 
binding upon you, your heirs, next of kin, executors, administrators, 
assigns and representatives. Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube 
shall constitute your agreement to assume and accept any or all known 
or unknown risks of injury to you and/or to third parties through the use 
of the Kite Tube. Sportsstuff and related parties have not made and here
by expressly deny any oral or written representation and/or warranty, 
including warranty for a particular purpose, other than what is set forth 
herein and in the Sportsstuff's Kite Tube manual. 

< y 
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A KITE TUBE DESCRIPTION , 

Away Wego! "Kite Tubing", the mystery of flying, becomes a reality. The 
Kite Tube creates an air pocket on the under can'iage bottom that 
enables lift via ground effect and the aerodynamic shape. Be prepared to 
reach new heights! Spend the summer gaining experience riding the Kite 
Tube. The Kite Tube is designed to glide, soar, and fly. You can use it like 
a regular deck tube in the whips, figure eights, and circles. It "kites" the 
best in a straight boat pattern into the wind and will rise out of the water 
slowly or quickly based on the rider weight, wind and boat speed. Expect 
the unexpected! The basic idea behind the Kite Tube is simple; The Kite 
rider kneels or stands on the tube that is tethered to the tow boat. As the 
boat moves fonward into the wind, the Kite and the rider rise up from the 
water's surface to perform a water ballet in the air with the rider balanc
ing on top. Kite Tubing is not as dangerous as some extreme sports, 
however it can Ije more dangerous than regular tubing with the added 
dimension of height. In Kite Tubing, safety has to be taken seriously. 
EVERYONE is a beginner, regardless of previous experience. Read all 
instruction and warnings before using the Kite Tutie. Start slow and begin 
by using the 45 foot section of the Included tow rope. 

A K I T E TUBE SPECIFICATIONS, 

<y 

• 120 inch inflated diameter(10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration. 
• 840D nylon double cover with pu coating( full body cover). 
• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy 
tow rope connection. 
• Computerized double-stitched sewing. 
• Multiple mesh bar-tacked drain ports. 
• Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment. 
• Parallel slotting system with footsteps and neoprene padding for comfort 
• Reflective piping on all handles and on the outside top taping. 
• Various loops for use of detachable leash(s). 
• Panoramic see-through double windows. 
• High visibility red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard 
and caution accent striping. 
• Easily seen bold, billboard-style graphics. 
• Skull graphics is a reminder to pay attention and not to fool around, 
take nothing for granted. 
• Two heavy duty pvc bladders, one supports the outer ring and the 
other is the slotting system cockpit for the rider. Both have speed safety 
valves for easy inflation/deflation. 
• 1-eash with two sponge balls is included. 
• Segmented tow rope is included. Adjustable length style in 45, 55, and 
65 foot lengths. 

< y 
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.KITE TUBE ASSEMBLY AND INFLATION A 

Proper inflation is key to the optimum performance of this towable. The 
tube is designed to fit snugly in the cover, and there should be no wrinkles 
in the cover when the tube is properly inflated. 

IMPROPER INFLATION PROPER INFLATION 
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Photo "A" shows a severely underinflated tube. Note how the adult sinks 
in when standing on the tube. Under-inflation causes the towable to sit 
low in the water. Additional stress is applied to the tube, cover, rope and 
boat/watercraft, by being dragged through the water instead of pulled 
across it. This stress causes tTie air in tubes to be displaced and the tube 
may rupture. The same stress causes nylon covers to tear and ropes to 
stretch. The boat/watercraft cannot plane off and extra gas is consumed. 

Photo "B" shows a property inflated tube. Note how the cover is taut with 
few wrinkles, and how the adult barely sinks in when standing on the 
tube. This tube would ride high on the water, providing you with an exciting 
ride - less stress on the tube, cover, rope, and boat/watercraft. Proper 
inflation will insure a longer life-span for your product. 

Inflation Maintenance: 
Finally, it is not enough to simply fill it up and go! It is Important to moni
tor the amount of air in this product as heat will cause the bladder to 
expand, possibly causing damage to the seams or l-t>eams. Don't let it 
sit on the beach, dock, or boat/watercraft full of air! If it is stored out of 
the sun in a cool place, you may need to add air. Check and adjust infla
t ion levels each time you use your tube. You'll have more fun, and your 
toys will last longer. 

The best air pumps to use are: 

• l lOv electric: 2.5 psi (nrodel #57-1504A) or 3.0 psi (model #57-1508) 
• Hand/foot pump specifically for towables: LPl (model #57-1003) 
• 12v pumps (model #57-1510) can also be used but a their maximum 
output is only .8 psi so a secondary pump such as the Sportsstuff LPl 
hand pump (model #57-1003) will need to be used. 
• l^af Blower 
• Vacuum with two-way switch 

< y 
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Your WEGO towable Is equipped with the Speed Safety Valve pictured 
below: 

<y-

Speed Safety Valve - A hybrid valve utilizing the best of 
both the Oversized Safety Valve and the Speed Valve. Pulls 
out for fast inflation/deflation, then can be pushed in flush 
with the tut^e. For use with standard electric pumps, shop 
vac, wet vac, leaf blowers, and vacuums with a 2-way 
switch for fast inflation/deflation. 

Secure the valve by firmly inserting the bottom portion of the valve into 
the base. To inflate, open only the top portion of the valve. Using the 
hose from your inflator, inflate through the top opening of the valve. 

The optimal inflator is a 2.5 psi or higher electric pump. You may also use 
a 1.1 or 3.0 psi pump. Using the 12v pump (model #57-1510) followed by 
the LPl hand pump (model #57-1003) to top off the unit takes about 3.5 
minutes. The 1.1 psi 110v pump followed by using the LPl hand pump 
(model #57-1003) to top off the unit will inflate the WEGO In a few min
utes. The 2.5 electric pump (model #57-1504A) will inflate the WEGO in just 
over 3 minutes. The 3.0 pump (model #57-1508) will inflate the WEGO in as 
little as 2 minutes. 

Please call Sportsstuff at 1-888-814-8833 to order directly. 

1. Open the box and locate Owner's manual information and instructional 
DVD. 
2. Review owner's manual and instructional DVD first and share the infor
mation with all other users and or spotters. 

.3. Locate a flat, wide-open, clean and clear area to open and assemble 
the product. 
4. Unfold the nylon cover so the yellow cover with winged skulls is com
pletely unfolded along with slotting system cockpit. 
5. Please notice the bladders have already been assembled in the cover. 
There are two valves total. One on the slotting portion and another on the 
outside ring. 
6. Locate and open the padded valve cover on the slotting portion (cock
pit area). Open the valve and inflate until Arm and the cover is wrinkle free 
and taut. It may be necessary to adjust the cover to fit the inflation holes. 
Use the zippered openings in the cover to adjust bladder position if nec
essary. 
7. Close valve completely and secure valve cover. 
8. Locate the valve on the outer ring and repeat steps 6-7. 
9. Please note that the window panels are not supported by an internal 
bladder, so stay off of this portion of the cover. 
10. With assistance, carefully lift the unit into water. 
11. Do not drag across harsh surfaces, as this will damage the unit. 
12. Once at the water entry point attach tow rope to unit and hook up to 
the boat. Make sure leash Is attached to the nose loop. 
13. Enjoy your Kiting experience. 

< y 
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PLEASE NOTE OVER INFLATION WILL CAUSE THE BLADDER TO HAVE 
A CONCAVE EFFECT ON THE UNDERSIDE, CAUSING THE KITE TUBE 
TO SUBMARINE. 

PLEASE NOTE UNDER INFLATION WILL CAUSE KITE TUBE TO NOT 
PERFORM AS DESIGNED. WHEN KITING, YOU CAN TELL VISUALLY IF 
YOU ARE CORRECTLY INFLATED 

Proper inflation means you'll have a wonderful flight experience, so fol
low the above instructions closely. 

.KITE TUBE CARE AND MAINTENANCE A 

< y 

• You may clean your towable using a soap and water or mild detergent. 
• You should inspect your unit frequently for wear and tear. If you need 
parts replacement please contact Sportsstuff 1-888-814-8833. 
• Before each use always check inflation, tow connection and boat con
nection. 
• After using the Kite Tube do not leave out in direct sunlight, but keep in 
a shaded area. 
• When the unit is not in use NEVER leave this unit is direct Sunlight at 
any time. 
• The strong UV.rays will quickly destroy and downgrade the nylon cover 
and age the materials prematurely. 
• Monitor and adjust bladder pressure on warm days. 
• Never use strong cleaning agents. 
• The towable, when clean and dry, can be deflated and stored in a cool, 
dry area out of direct sunlight. (In between uses and at the end of the 
boating season.) 
• To deflate, simply open red valve. 
• Avoid storing this product in areas of extreme temperatures and please 
take precautions against animals and rodents. 
• Bright colored fabric covers used on the towables may bleed or fade 
when initially wet. Protect all boat interiors, docks and car interiors from 
possible staining. 

< y 

A K I T E TUBE TETHER TOW ROPE A 

We have included a new style tether tow rope for use with the Kite Tube. 
Overall the tow rope Is 65 foot length, but can be adjusted to 55 foot 
length and 45 foot length. Since the l<ite Tube is unlike any previous tow
able tube with the added dimension of sustained height. We believe that 
the boat driver, rider and spotter are all beginners. We recommend the 
following to get the hang of Kiting, how the Kite reacts being towed by 
the boat, how the wind affects the flight while being ridden by different 
size riders. Experience is the best teacher. 

Step one: BEGINNER LEVEL 
All beginners start with 45 foot tow rope to get some experience. Use at 
least 12 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use. 

• ^ 
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Step two: INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 
All intermediates can increase rope length to 55 foot to get more experi
ence. Use at least 24 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use. 

Step three: MASTER LEVEL. 
All masters can increase length to 65 foot to get more experience. 

You can spend all summer gaining experience Kiting and realty still not 
have experienced all things, wind speed, rider weight and boat speed 
create many variables (different kinds of watercraft, lack of wind) etc. 
Attach the Kite Tube Tether tow rope to the aluminum connector on the 
tube and to a towable hook on the rear of the boat. We recommend you 
use a low tow point on the rear transom of the boat or tow hook. 

• < y 

A K I T E TUBE HEIGHT INSTRUCTIONA 

NEVER KITE HIGHER THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO FALL 

Just think of the fall, in normal tubing you can get thrown off and go up 
to 15 to 20 foot high, but in kiting you are already at a certain height 
above the water and can get thrown higher. At a boat speed of 10 and 20 
mph the water gets harder the faster and higher you go so control the 
boat speed and tube height and watch out for gusty and cross winds. 
Many bodies of water have natural barriers or wind,breaks, be aware of 
these situations. Due to the height factor, you must use the Kite Tube in 
waters at least 6 feet deep (a guideline could tie 1 foot of water depth for 
every foot of tube height). For tiest kiting use against the wind in straight-
line runs. 

ARIDER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING A 

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Avoid gusty and cross winds, use in light to moderate steady winds. 
• Gusts and cross winds can cause this product to experience sudden 
changes In height or direction. 
• Use in at least 6 feet of water depth, the higher you Kite, the deeper 
the water should be. 
• Never use in shallow waters. 
• Boat driver, spotter and rider are all beginners, take it easy, learn in 
light steady wind, start slow. 
• Your body weight is a factor on balance and control, shifting helps to 
control kiting (rider Is ballast). 
• Have pre-ride discussion with rider, driver and spotter. 
• Never Kite higher than you're willing to fall. 
• Into a steady wind, flight occurs more easily. 
• With the wind, flight is not so easy. 
• Based on rider weight, a lighter person will Kite easier than heavier per
son. 
• Do not over-estimate your ability. Kiting takes a practiced level of skill. 
• Keep tube's nose up when starting out, pull back on the ball/leash to 
help hold the nose up until the boat reaches planing speed. 
• Rider safety is in tiie hands of the boat driver and spotter. 
• Stay 100 yards from shore, avoid other boat traffic, power lines and 



060614HCC3606 

Wego:<iteTubet'Iar.ual2006.qxd 11/10/05 

< ^ 

otiier immovable objects. 
• Be aware of natural wind breaks and barriers that change the wind 
flow. 
• Use rear transom tow point. Using higher tow point means the Kite can 
Kite higher. 
• Maximum 1 rider capacity 
• Do not exceed 200 pound maximum weight or 100 pounds minimum, 
be at least 12 years of age and a height of 5 feet or more. 
• Balance to minimize movement while airioorne. Too much movement 
can cause the Kite Tube to become wobbly and overturn. Mairrtain a 
good center of gravity. 
• 10 and 2 o'clock are the best control hand positions. 
• Hang time. Kite time, can be 1 second or many minutes. 
• Length of hang time depends on the wind, boat speed and rider 
weight. 
• A straight boat heading into the wind creates the optimum Kiting per
formance. 
• Ballet performance is what you are looking for (up and down). 
• Use the large panoramic window to see the boat and to view rider 
height. 
• Force the tube down by pushing your weight down with a swift, sitting 
motion. 
• Use your position within the slotting system cockpit to adjust pitch, or 
the angle by which the nose of the tube is inclined up or down from the 
horizontal. 
• Use the handles to adjust left to right t>alance. 
• Utilize a combination of foot and hand positions to accommodate the 
current wind and boat speed conditions. 
• Do not use this tube if you are pregnant, could be pregnant, or if you 
have neck or back problems. 
• Raise arms above head following a spill to signify to the boat driver 
and spotter that you are okay. 
• A rider that falls or is ejected should try to fall away from the Kite Tube. 
• Experience safe Kiting. 

< h 

A BOAT DRIVER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING i 

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Driver should be at least 16 years of age and pass a coast guard 
approved boating course. 
• Utilize a large, wide angle, rear view mirror (20 inch width) to keep eye 
on Kite elevation. 
• Slow speed to reduce height, a sudden gust of wind can send the rider 
up to 20 feet high or more in half a second. 
• Maintain constant communication with spotter about the Kite Tube and 
its performance. 
• Adjust boat speed to reduce the height of the Kite Tut)e. 
• The Kite Tube is unlike any other towable tube, it can sustain flight at 
various heights for long periods of time. 
• Wind, boat speed, rider weight and length of rope are big variables in 
Kiting performance. 
• Pay attention and adjust the boat speed frequently to fit the conditions. 
You are the director. 
• Never Kite higher than you want the rider to fall, adjust your speed. 
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• Avoid excessive boat speed at all times. 
• Have pre-ride meeting with spotter and rider to discuss the type of ride 
to be given. 
• Detemiine the best conditions for Kite tubing based on rider weight, 
boat speed and wind speed. 
• Give-way to all other watercraft, especially sailboats. 
• The Kite Tube can sustain flight with steady head wind and boat speed. 
Head into the wind 
• Be aware of cross winds and wind gusts. 
• Use the large, panoremic window to monitor and communicate with the 
rider. 
• Don't gamble with rider safety. Driver must accept 100% responsibility 
for the safety of the rider. 
• Instruct the rider to lean back and pull on the leash to keep the nose 
up until the boat and tutie plane out, as the boat planes out and the tube 
rises out of the water, there will be almost no drag on the boat. 
• Most boating accidents happen in less than 2 seconds. 
• Reaction time varies from 120 to 255 feet of boat length. 
• Do not be in-attentive. Do not let your mind wander. Focus on what you 
are doing 
• Never use the Kite Tube with wind forces so strong that you are unable 
to maintain control. 
• Don't Kite in electrical storms. 
• The Kite Tube is an air foil of extremely limited capabilities with regard 
to wind and turbulence. 
• Instruct all riders of rules and warnings, plus how to ride. 
• In riding position, the rider and tube are at a 45° angle to the water's 

, - ^ surface. 
v; 7 • Avoid floating objects and all immovable objects. 

• All riders should be towed at speeds that allow for reasonable control. 
• Avoid submarining the towable when first starting out or on spills. 
• Slow boat down to 5 mph to turn around and pick up the rider. 
• In many cases when the rider falls off, the Kite will continue to be air
borne 
• Don't be a gunner; slamming the throttle forward and forgetting about 
the towable and your rider. Focus 
• In no-wind conditions, use zig-zags, whips, figure eights and circles 
that the Kite Tube will Kite in, but remember the Kite Tube is designed to 
Kite into the wind. 
• Do not throw away your owners manual or DVD. You must review peri
odically and especially when allowing others to use or borrow your Kite 
Tube. 
• Unlike most towables that ride on the water's surface and have tremen
dous drag, when the Kite Tube is Kifing or flying there is almost no drag 
and the boat has a tendency to go faster, so watch out for this effect (a 
lot of drag to no drag). 
• Don't overioad your boat with a lot of passengers. 
• Like many towables, rider balance too far forward can cause towable 
to nose under. This is called submarining. When the you start moving for
ward, make sure the rider holds the leash on the tube to help keep the 
nose up during takeoff, till the boat reaches planing speed and lift occurs 
on the Kite Tut>e. if the boat driver, spotter and rider are not paying atten
tion, the towable could nose in. This causes the submarine effect, which 
results in the towable acting like an anchor. Reduce speed immediately, 
otherwise you will create too much drag on the boat and tube, causing 
something to break. 

-^> 

http://wegoKiteTubeMar.ual2006.qxd


060614HCC3606 

WegoKi teTuber,lan.ual2 006 . qxd 1 1 / 1 0 / 0 5 

• Pay attention when starting out to prevent this effect. Let's say every
thing goes right and the Kite Tube and rider are traveling at a sustained 
height above the water and the rider falls off. The Kite might continue its 
flight or crash down into the water. We suggest that you slow the boat 
down to 5mph, otherwise the towable might again act like a submarine, 
because it is upside down or wind conditions have forced it into a weird 
position where it cannot be towed at any speed other than 5 mph. 
• It is the obligation of the boat driver to operate the boat in responsible 
safe manner and not try to "dump the rider". 
• Experience safe Kiting. 

- i ^ 

ASU8MARINE EFFECT W A R N I N G ; 

LIKE MANY TOWABLES, A RIDER'S BALANCE TOO FAR FORWARD C/W 
CAUSE TOWABLE TO NOSE UNDER. THIS WE CALL SUBMARINING. 
WHEN THE BOAT DRIVER STARTS FORWARD, HE OR SHE SHOULD 
MAKE SURE THE RIDER HOLDS THE LEASH TO HELP KEEP THE NOSE 
UP DURING TAKEOFF TILL THE BOAT REACHES PLANING SPEED AND 
LIFT OCCURS ON THE KITE TUBE. IF THE BOAT DRIVER, SPOTTER 
AND RIDER ARE NOT PAYING ATTENTION THE TOWABLE COULD NOSE 
IN. THIS CAUSES THE SUBMARINE EFFECT, WHICH RESULTS IN THE 
TOWABLE ACTING LIKE AN ANCHOR. REDUCE SPEED IMMEDIATELY, 
OTHERWISE YOU WILL CREATE TOO MUCH DRAG ON THE BOAT AND 
TUBE CAUSING THE SOMETHING TO BREAK. PAY ATTENTION, WHEN 
STARTING OUT TO PREVENT THIS EFFECT 
LET'S SAY, EVERYTHING GOES RIGHT AND THE KITE TUBE AND RIDER 
ARE TRAVELING A SUSTAINED HEIGHT ABOVE THE WATER AND THE 
RIDER F/\LLS OFF. THE KITE MIGHT CONTINUE ITS FLIGHT OR CRASH 
DOWN INTO THE WATER. WE SUGGEST YOU SLOW THE BOAT DOWN 
TO 5MPH, OTHERWISE THE TOWABLE MIGHT AGAIN ACT LIKE A SUB
MARINE BECAUSE IT IS UPSIDE DOWN OR WIND CONDITIONS HAVE 
FORCED IT INTO A WEIRD POSITION WHERE IT C/VNNOT BE TOWED AT 
ANY SPEED OTHER THAN 5 MPH. BOAT DRIVER SHOULD TURN TO 
PICK UP RIDER AND START ALL OVER AG/UN. 
IT IS THE OBLIGATION OF THE BOAT DRIVER TO OPERATE THE BOAT 
IN RESPONSIBLE SAFE MANNER AND NOT TRY TO "DUMP THE 
RIDER". THE KITE TUBE IS DESIGNED TO BE RIDDEN AT SAFE LEVEL 
WITHOUT HAVING TO HAVE SOME CRAZY BOAT DRIVER TRYING TO 
CREATE PROBLEMS. EXPERIENCE SAFE KITING. 

< y 

A SPOTTER OR OBSERVER INSTRUCTION , 

• Have watersports safety flag 
• Keep driver aware of other boating traffic, obstacles, etc 
• Keep driver aware of towable state and rider conditions and how the 
towable is doing 
• Keep tow ropes from getting caught on protnjsion from the boat 
• We have found that small megaphone helps to communicate with rider 
prior to takeoff and give last minute instructions 
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A WIND SPEED AND EFFECT A 

<y 

We are providing you with the following information to help you evaluate 
your current conditions trefore Kite tubing. 

Wind speed{mph) 

0-1 

2-3 

13-18 

19-24 

25-33 

34-40 

41-47 

4B-55 

56-63 

64+ 

Wind effect 

smoke rises vertically 

directior> of the wind shown by smoke drift, but not 
by wind vanes 

wind felt on lace: (eaves rustle: ordinary wind vane 
moved by wind 

leaves and twigs in constant motion; wind extends a 
light flag 

raises dust, loose paper small branches are moved 

small trees in leaf begin to sway; crested wavelets 
form on inland waters 

large branches tn motion; whistling heard in power 
lines; umbrella difficult to use 

strong gale 

stonn 

violent storm 

hurricane 

< y 
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WARRANTY POLICY: 

Sportsstuff warrants, to the original purchaser only, that their high perfomiance 
products, when used for normal recreational purposes, are free from defects in 
material and workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of pur
chase. This warranty does NOT coven products for rental, for hire and other uses 
not considered for normal recreational purposes; nor punctures, cuts, abrasions in 
normal use. For prompt parts replacement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstuff 
directly at 888-814-8833. Replacement parts are shipped within 48 hours of notif ica
tion Monday through Friday. Do not return to your dealer (USA ONLY). This wananty 
is only valid in the USA. 

If you have any questions about any Sportsstuff, Inc. product, replacen>ent parts or 
locating a dealer in your area, contact us at: 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
Toll Free: 888-814-8833 
Tel: 402-592-9085 
Fax: 402-592-1354 
E-mail: customercare@sportsstuff.com 

Warranty registration is available on-line at: ht tp: / /www.5p0rtsstuf f .com 

< > 

Prior authorization is required for returned merchandise. No credit will be given for s 
product that is sent back without prior authorization from Sportsstuff, Inc. After 
receiving an authorization numt>er, please ship retumed products to the following 
address: -^>-

Sportsstuff, Inc. Retum Center 
11213 E Circle, Su i teA 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(Please label package with RA #) 

mailto:customercare@sportsstuff.com
http://www.5p0rtsstuff.com
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SPORTSSTUFF. 

TOWABLE OWNER'S MANUAL 

Important in format ion is enc losed in th is manual . Please read these mater ia ls 
pr ior t o assembl ing and using ttiis producL Keep fo r fu ture reference. 

For quest ions on assembly, parts or warranty, con tac t the experts at 
Sportsstuf f . DO NOT RETURN th is product to the storel 

Contac t us TOLL FREE: 888-814-8833 (USA) (8am-5pm, CST Monday-Friday) 

Congratulations on your new towable purchase! Sportsstuff prides itself in making 
the most innovative inflatable products on the p lanet Your high performance tow
able is designed to provide an excit ing and unique riding experience for the whole 
family. 

< AWARNINGA 
r-C7- "^^ lessen your risk of serious injury or death, fo l low these rules: 

• Not a lifesa\^ng device. Never leave children unattended. Use only under competent 
superviskin. 
• Read the owner's manual carefully before using your Sportsstuff towable. 
• Not for use by children under six (12) years of age. 
• The watercraft driver is responsible for the towable arxi riders since the towable 
cannot be controlled by tho rider(s). The rider(s) may not be able to see where 
he/she is going. 
• Always have an experienced watercraft driver at the helm and always have three 
or more people present for safe tubing-one l o drive the watercraft, one to observe 
and one or more to ride. ' 
• Observer in the boat/watercraft should keep the driver aware of the towable 
rider(s) status. 
• Always keep a lookout for other boats/watercrafts, swimmers, towables, and 
other obstructions in the water. Stay away from other boats and personal water-
craft, docks, pilings, bridges, shallow water arKJ the shore. 
• The watercreft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which might 
cause the towable to fl ip over, resulting In serious Injury to the rider 
• Never exceed 20 mph when towing adults or 15 mph with children. 
• Use a tow rope specifically designed for the WEGO 
• Never operate the boat/watercraft or ride the towable under the influence of atebhol 
or other dmgs. 
• Never place wrists or feet through the handles or towing harness. 
• Riders should keep arms and feet out of the water. 
• Do not exceed the manufacturers recommerxJed number of riders for your 
particular tube. 
• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs average tensile strength for pulling a single 
person, 2375 Ibs average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs average 

< y 
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tensile strength for pulling three people and 4100 Ibs average tensile strength for 
pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope should be at least 45 feet in 
length but not exceed 65 fee t 
• The stress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and will vary vnth 
the weight of the passengers, design, and surface area of the tutw. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type III (PFD) ski vest or as recom
mended by proper government authorities. 
• Use this product only on water. 
" Know your limits. Stop when you're t ired. Act responsibly. Be in good physical 
condition and be cautious in your use of this or any other towable. 
• Do not use this unit when it is under-inflated. The risks involved wi th this could 
include entrapment which may result in death or serious Injury. 

The manufacturer. Sportsstuff, Inc., does not have control over the use of this product 
and assumes no liability therein. Under no circumstances is Sportsstuff or the seller, 
liable for any loss, damage, injury or expenses of any kind arising out of the use of 
this p roduc t It is the responsibility of the user to determine the proper suitability 
and safety of the product during normal use. This product is subject to age, wear 
and deterioration from use and weather corKJitions. We strongly recommend that 
you inspect the product on a regular basis. 

REPLACING PRODUCT PARTS: 

If a leak or problem is suspected with your tube, locate the valves,deflate the item 
and remove the inflatable PVC bladder to inspect possible problem areas. Contact 
Sportsstuff warranty department for prompt parts replacement if a problem is 
located. For non-warranty parts replacement follow the same procedure. When a 
replacement is received, follow the steps below: 

" X 7~ 1. Unfold the cover and lay the bladder out. 
2. Locate the bladder and the inflation valve. Carefully place the PVC bladder inside 
the cover of the product in the appropriate location. 
3. Line up the valve wi th the valve opening in the cover. 
4. Refer'to the WEGO manual for further assembly informatioa 

< y 

MAINTENANCE; 

Very little care is required for the bladder or cover. 
• You may clean your towable using soap ar\d water or mild detergent 
• Never use strong cleaning agents. 
• The towable, when clean ar>d dry, can be deflated and stored In a cool , dry area 
out of direct sunl ight 

' • To deflate, simply unfasten the entire valve from the base. 
• Avoid storing this product in areas of extreme temperatures and please take pre
cautions against animals and rodents. 
• Bright colored fabric covers used on the towable may bleed or fade when initially 
w e t Protect all traat interiors and all other surfaces from possible staining. 

TOW ROPE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SPORTSSTUFF PRODUCTS: 

• The watercraft owner/operator is responsible for informing all the persons riding 
or using tow ropes of the WSIA Recommendations for tow ropes. Improper use of 
your tube and rope could result in serious injury or death. 
• Following are the WSIA (Water Sport Industry Association) Recommendations for 
tow ropes (Do not exceed recommended rider capacity for your tube): 
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Number of Riders Combined Weight of Riders Rope Tensile Strength 

One min l O O I b s - m a x 2 0 0 l b s 1500 Ibs 

• A standard tow rope should not exceed 65 fee t 
• The tow rope should be assembled in a manner appropriate for the wateroraft 
and tow tube. 
• Please check all rope connections for frays, cuts, sharp edges, knots and wear 
and tear before each use. Discard any ropes that appear to be worn. It is 
recommended that you replace each tow rope at the tieginning of the boating season. 
• Tow ropes are subject to stretching during use. Please warn riders and persons 
in the boat/watercraft of the danger of ropes recoillr>g. 
• DO NOT place arms, legs or head in the handle section as serious injury may result 
• Ensure that the tow rope is free from all body parts p r io r to towing a rider and 
while the tut}e is in use. 
• Do not use a tow rope with a bungee material to pull skiers or riders. This type of 
apparatus could also result in serious injury or death to the tube rider or 
passengers in the boat/watercraft. 
• Ropes will deteriorate with direct sunlight exposure. Please store away from 
direct sunlight and discard any rope that is frayed, discolored or raveling. 
• Do not add hardware to this product that is not supplied by Sportsstuff. 
• Avoid the propeller and engine at all times. Should the rape become tangled in 
the propeller, shut off the engine and remove key from ignition before retrieving 
rope f rom propeller. 

.WARNING! GENERAL USE AND SAFETY: 

• When using a Sportsstuff p roduct you are engaging in an exciting recreational 
activity with inherent risks. Act responsibly and only use your product with the 
awareness of and willingness to accept the risks involved. 
• Read all instructions arxj warnings provided to you in this owner's manual and 
those printed on the producL Do not discard this manual. 
• As in any recreational activity, reckless use, misuse, inexperience and/or neglect 
of the proper equipment used may result in serious injury or death. 
• Visually inspect the towable and tow rope tiefore each use. Do not use if product 
or tow rope is damaged in any way. 
• This product is NOT for use by children under 12 years of age. 
• Never leave children unattended. Use only under competent supervision. 
• Sportsstuff products are NOT to be used for rental use. 
• Do not consume alcohol or other drugs while usir>g this product. Even small 
quantities of alcohol and other drugs can impair judgment balance, and coordination 
which can greatly affects one's prarformartce. 
• Make sure all riders are wearing a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) apF»^ved life 
vest at at all t imes. 
• Be conscious of the weather conditions as weather changes can occur very quicldy. 
• Check with your state or kical govemment to learn their specific l e g ^ requirements 
concerning towables and towing. 
• Use tow ropes that are designed specifically for towables with WSIA (Water 
Sports Industry Association) break strength guidelines. 

< y 

AWARNING! BOAT DRIVERS NOTICE: A 

• The boat/watercraft driver has the ultimate responsibility for the safety of the 
riders. 
• Carefully survey the water before you begin towing riders. 

http://ahleKar.ual20D5.qxd
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• Do Not pull a towable without a rider A towable is designed to have a rider in 
order to balance the weight distribution of the product 
• Be aware of water conditions along with changes in the weather. The condit ion 
of the water greatly influences the type of ride the rider wi l l have. Please take into 
consideration the age and physical ability of your rider. 
• It is the tx)at/watercraft driver's responsibility to instruct the riders how to ride a 
towable. The boat/watercraft driver should carefully Instruct the riders of potential 
risks and possible injury that may occur if they partake in careless behavior. 
• At the t)eginnir»g of the ride, carefully take the slack out of the tow rope. Never 
jerk start a towable. After the rider has signaled that he/she is ready, the driver can 
slowly bring ttie towable to a planing po in t 
• Most towables will plane out at 10 to 20 mph, depending on the weight of the 
rider. It is important to keep the nose of the item up until the item is planing. 
• The resistance of the product varies widely with these factors: boat speed, tums, 
water conditions, number of riders arKl their weight towable size, shape and function. 
The boat/watercraft driver should adjust the boat speed to fit these situations to 
minimize resistance of the towable. 
• Use in wide, open spaces. Stay al least 100 yards from shallow water, shore, 
rocks, boats, docks and buoys. Most accidents happen on turns and in congested 

< ^ 

• The boat/watercraft driver determines the speed and the action of the towable in 
turns and when crossing the boat/watercraft wake. In the straight-a-ways, the 
boat/watercraft towing speed is the same as the towable speed. The towable 
speed will increase when the boat/watercraft makes a 90 to 180 degrees t um 
without Increasing the t}oat/watercraft speed. If the boat/watercraft speed is 20 
mph, the towable speed can be 30-40 mph. The "sIir>gshot effect" sends the user 
outward from the center of the towable. Be aware of the limitations of the rider. 

• Large wakes combirwd with the wave action and speed can contribute to a 
rough ride. Use a safe speed that enables the towable to plane out. The 
boat/watercraft driver should adjust ttie boat/watercraft speed and tums to fit the 
water condit ions and the age, experience, skill and.physical strength of the rider. 
• Excessive SF>eed or sharp turns might cause the tube to flip over abruptly, possibly 
causing serious injury to the rider. 
• If the towable overturns, the boat/watercraft driver should not exceed 5 mph 
until the towable is upright again. 
• Under normal conditions, the maximum safe speed for adufts is 20 mph. Safe 
speeds for children are less ttian 15 mph, depending on the age and physical 
capability of the child. 
• Please make sure your boat/watercraft is tow-worthy and has the appropriate 
horsepower to pull rider(s) and the tow tube. Do not exceed the boat/watercraft 
passenger capacity. 
• Extreme drag forces can develop when pulling this tube. Please use towable in 
calm water. Heavy waves or choppy conditions can create more drag or even result 
in a submarine or anchor ef fect 
• Extreme drag forces may also result if: the riderts) fall off, the tube noses in or 
t ips over and water fills cockpit/seating area. The boat/watercraft operator should 
immediately slow or stop to eliminate this factor. 

• Death or serious injury can result from the submarine or anchor effect causing 
more extreme drag forces on the low rope and/or tow po in t The tow rope might 
have too much stress and either break and snap back at the rider(s) or other 
occupants of the b o a t It is the boat driver's responsibility to make sure this does 
not occur. 

< y 



060614HCC3606 

Gene ra lTowab leKanua l200S .qxd l l / 1 0 / 0 S ^ * t 2 6 P M page 5 

-()-

• Do not exceed the weight guidelines of your t x i a t Do not allow passengers to 
hang outside the boat or side on the gunwales (sides/edges of the boat) outside 
the normal seating area of the boat. Uneven weight distribution or additional 
weight may affect the handling of the b o a t Never allow water to overflow the gun
wales (sides/edges of the boat) of the boat. 

AWARNING! BOAT OWNERS WITH HIGH TOWER AND PYLONS A 

• Tow/Ski towers are not designed for use with any inflatable tube towing. 
• Use only lifting eyes/transoms or tournament-rated ski pytons for towing tutws. 
• Consult your boat's manufacturer if you are unsure of it's tournament rating. 
• Do not tow any inflatable from a ski eye. 
• Any tow pylon or ski pylon installed after market is not intended for inflatable 
tube towing. 
• Death or serious injury may result if an unapproved ski/tow pylon is used. 

i WARNING! SPOTTERS NOTICE: A 

• Always use a spotter (observer) in the boal to communicate the needs of the 
rider to the driver 
• The spotter must be the eyes of the driver and the rider, always alert l o recog
nize possible danger so proper action can be taken to avoid any risk to the rider 
• If the towable overturns, the boat/watercraft driver should not exceed 5 mph 
until the towable is upright again. 
• The spotter should hold up a safely flag cautioning all other boaters that riders 
are in the water 

A WARNING! RIDERS NOTICE: A 

• Do not use this Hems as a personal flotation device. 
• Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your par
ticular tube. 
• Use a tow rape of at least 1500 Ibs average tensile strength for pulling a single 
person, 2375 Ibs average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs average 
tensile strength for pulling three people and 4100 Ibs average tensile strength for 
pulling four people on an Inflatable tube. The tow rope should be at least 45 feet in 
length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
• Only use this product wi lh a responsible boat/watercraft operator who knows 
how lo effectively operate the equipment. 
• This product should be used in water only. Do not launch from dock or land. 
• Do not use near piling, docks, shores or shallow water or other obstmctions that 
could cause serious injury to the rider. 
• Carefully instruct the other riders the proper way to attach rope and operate the 
towable. 
• DO NOT strap or attach arms or legs to cover or tube. Never place hands or 
feet In between the tube or cover. -
• This item has no braking or steering mechanism and can develop high speeds 
under certain towing conditions. Use at your own'risk! 
• This product is not a life saving device. 
• Take necessary breaks when you are tired. 
• Never get near the propeller with the engine running, even if it is in neutral. 

< y 
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GENERAL TROUBLE SHOOTING GUIDE: 

Symptom: Product won't hold air 
Solut ion: Check to see that the valve is fastened properly Re-fasten valve if need
ed. Check to see if the product was inflated fully from the beginning. If you sus
pect it wasn't inflated fully, add more air. PVC Repair Adhesive is available from 
Sportsstuff at www.sportsstuff.com or 888-814-8333 for small hole or seam repairs. 

Symptom: Valve is leaking 
Solution: Listen ckisely lo hear if air is leaking. Be sure the valve and cap are 
screwed in or fastened straight and are t ight Leakage can occur if the valve Is not 
fastened correctly. 

Symptom: Product inflates but doesn t become firm. 
Solut ion: Please check to make sure it was inflated firmly with a high volume air 
pump. If you are sure you inflated it properiy, fully assess it for a leak or re-fasten 
the valve. If a leak is detected, the bladder may be patched by using Sportsstuff 
PVC Adhesive which can be purchased directly from Sportsstuff. 

Symptom: Cover is very loose (Applies only l o products with covers). 
Solution: Please check to make sure that your product is inflated fully and the tube 
is in place. The cover should fit snugly over the well-inflated tube. If the cover 
remains loose, add more air. See also the INFLATION section of this manual. 

WARRANTY POLICY: 

Sportsstuff warrants, to the original purchaser only, that their high performance 
producls, when used for normal recreational purposes, are free from defects in 
material and wor1(manship for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of pur
chase. This warranty does NOT cover products for rental, for hire and other uses 
not considered for rmrmal recreational purposes; nor punctures, cuts, abrasions in 
normal use. For prompt parts replacement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstufl 
directly at 888-814-8833. Replacement parts are shipped within 48 hours of notif i
cation Monday through Friday. Do not retum to your dealer (USA ONLY). This war
ranty is only valid in the USA. 

If you have any questions about any Sportsstufl, Inc. product, replacement parts or 
locating a dealer in your area, contact us at: 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
Toll Free: 888-814-8833 
Tel: 402-592-9085 
Fax: 402-592-1354 
E-mail: customercare@sportsstuff.com 

Warranty registration is available on-line at: ht tp: / /www.sport5stuf f .com 

Prior authorization is required for returned merchandise. No credit will be given for 
a product that is sent back without prior authorization from Sportsstuff, Inc. After 
rec^ving an authorization number, please ship retumed products to the folkiwing 
address: 

Sportsstuff, Inc. Retum Center 
11213 E Circle, Sui teA 
Omaha. NE 68137 
(Please label package with RA #) 

<>-

http://www.sportsstuff.com
mailto:customercare@sportsstuff.com
http://www.sport5stuff.com
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WATGRSPORTS RESPONSIBILrTY CODC 
Be Bware that there are elements or risk In boat ing, ski ing, and r iding that common 

sense and personal awareness can help reduce. Know your abil i ty level and stay 

wi th in It. 

To increase your enjoymenl of the spor i fol low the "Watersports Respons^i i l i ty Code". 

It is your responsibi l i ty t o : 

• Familiarize yourselt wi th all applicable laws, tho risks inherent in the sport, and 

proper use of the equipment. 

> Know the waterways where you wi l l be ski ing or riding. Do not ski or ride in 

shallow water, near shore, clocks, pil ings swimmers or other walercraft. 

• Always have a person other than ttie boat driver as an observer and agree on 

hand signals before start ing. 

• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard Type 111 (PFD) vest. 

• Read your owner 's manual and inspect your equipment prior to use. 

• Ski or ride within your l imits. Always ski or ride in control and at speeds 

appropriate (or your ability. 

• Always t u m ignit ion of l when anyone is near watercrafl power drive uni t . 

• Carbon Monoxide (CO) poisoning from engine exhaust may cause injury or 

death. Never 'Plat form Drag* or touch a swim plattomi white the engine Is 

running. 

• Not operate watercraft, ski or ride under the Influence of alcohol or drugs. 

^ W»ta- Sports Industry Assodatkm 

<y <>-
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Tab 4 (b) 

TAB 4(B) ~ ROPE FOR TOWING INFLATABLE TUBE: ON PRODUCT WARNING 
[In the following waming, fill in the appropriate information for the strength ofthe rope.] 

A WARNING 
Use of this product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
1. Inspect rope and connector before each use. Do not use if damaged. 
2. Make sure rope is not wrapped around part of anyone's body during use. ' 
3. Rope stretches during use. Breakage can cause rope to snap back and may hit the occupants or 

user, which could result in injury. 
4. This rope is intended only for towing up to a maximum of [one, two, three, four] people or 

[170, 340, 510, 680] pounds on an inflatable tube. Any other use may cause rope failure. 
5. Read Operator's Manual before use. Do not remove warning. 

SPECIAL MANUFACTURERS INSTRUCTIONS: [Insert appropriate number of people and 
corresponding weight for ropes you are selling.] 

MANUFACTURER'S GUIDELINES FOR USE 

1) The waming is FOR USE ON ROPE FOR TOWING INFLATABLE TUBE. 

2) Waming should be securely attached to the tow rope within six feet of rope where it attaches to 
inflatable tube. Waming should be attached in a manner that should be resistant to degradation 
caused by sun, salt, gasoline, abrasion, etc. 

3) Use only an easily readable font style. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

4) Use highly contrasting colors. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

5) Waming should be "boxed" and "headlined" WARNING, with an orange background behind the 
upper "Waming" Box. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

6) Waming should be placed in a conspicuous location so that there is a likelihood it will be seen by 
user prior to use. 

7) Manufacturer should list on the tube rope packaging and in the instmctions the maximum number 
of riders intended for towing using this tube rope, and list the average tensile strength ofthe rope. 

8) Printed material such as in an Operator's Manual that includes the waming does not need to have 
the orange color in the upper box. 

This infonnation is presented as guidelines for manufacturers and suppliers to infonn users. Due to the 
unique design or proprietary style of some devices or sporting eqiiipment, changes to the document(s) 
may be necessaiy in word content. This will prevent conflict of statements and peimit new innovative 
changes and designs to products, while still following the intent ofthe message. 

Tab 4 (c) 
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TAB 4(C) - OPERATORS MANUAL: SKI TOW ROPE AND ROPE FOR TOWING 
INFLATABLE TUBE: 

SKI TOW ROPE 

A WARNING 
Use ofthis product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
1. Inspect rope, handle and connectors before each use. Do not use if damaged. 

-2. Make sure rope is not wrapped around part of anyone's body during use. 
3. Rope stretches during use. Sudden release of handle can cause rope and handle to snap back 

and may hit the occupants or user, which could result in injury. 
4. This rope is intended only for towing a single person on water skis, wake/kneeboards, or 

barefooting. Any other use may cause rope failure. 
5. Read Operator's Manual before use. Do not remove warning. 

[In tlie following waming, fill in the appropriate infomiation fertile strengtli of tlie rope.] 

ROPE FOR TOWING INFLATABLE TUBE 

A WARNING 
Use of this product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
1. Inspect rope and connector before each use. Do not use if damaged. 
2. Make sure rope is not wrapped around part of anyone's body during use. 
3. Rope stretches during use. Breakage can cause rope to snap back and may hit the occupants or 

user, which could result in injury. 
4. This rope is intended only for towing up to a maximum of [one, two, three, four] people or 

[170, 340, 510, 680] pounds on an inflatable tube. Any other use may cause rope failure. 
5. Read Operator's Manual before use. Do not remove warning. 

SPECIAL MANUFACTURERS INSTRUCTIONS: [Insert appropriate number of people and corresponding weight for 
ropes you are selling. 

PRODUCT INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNINGS 

Watersports can be safe and fun for all levels of enthusiasts. The Operator's Manual is presented to 
enhance your enjoyment ofthe sport. It is intended to alert you to some ofthe potentially dangerous 
conditions that can arise in all watersports. 

To reduce the risk of injury or death, follow these guidelines: 
• It is the responsibility ofthe watercraft owner/operator to know and inform all persons riding or 

using tow ropes ofthe information presented herein. Unsafe operation by watercraft driver will 
endanger you and others. 

• Use a tow rope of at least 1500 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling a single person, 2375 
lbs. average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 lbs average tensile strength for pulling 
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for three people and 4100 lbs. tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The 
tow rope should be at least 50 feet in length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
The stress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and will vary with the weight of 
the passengers, design, and surface area ofthe tube. 
Check the rope, handle, and/or connectors for frays, cuts, sharp edges, knots, or wear before 
each use. Discard rope if any such condition exists or if rope appears to be wom. Such 
conditions may lead to breaks which can cause rope to snap back and may hit the occupants of 
the watercraft which could result in injury or death. 
Never put arms, legs or head in the handle section, since injury or death may result. Never wrap 
rope around any part of your body prior to or during use or when retrieving rope. 
Do not use a tow rope with elastic or bungee material to pull skiers or riders. Such an addition 
can break or stretch which may lead to injury of users or occupants of watercraft. 
Rope is subject to deterioration when exposed to direct sunlight. The life ofthe product will be 
extended when stored away from sunlight. 
The product should be replaced when signs of deterioration appear, indicated by the existence of 
discoloration, wearing, fraying or raveluig. Some chemicals may affect the rope. If the product 
become tacky or changes color or appearance, do not use. 
Do not add hardware or attachments that are not otherwise supplied by the manufacturer. 

WATERSPORTS SAFETY CODE: 

Watersports are fun and challenging but involve inherent risks of injury or death. To increase your 
enjoyment ofthe sport and to reduce your risks, use common sense and follow these mles: 

Before you start: 
• Familiarize yoiu-self with all applicable federal, state and local laws, the risks inherent in the 

sport and the proper use ofthe equipment. 
• Know the waterways. 
• Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
• Skier/rider, observer and driver must agree on hand signals. 
• Never start out until skier/rider signals he/she is ready. 
• Carbon Monoxide (CO) poisoning from engine exhaust may cause injury or death. Do not sit 

on the boat transom or swim platform while the engine is rimning. These activities may lead to 
excessive CO exposure which may cause injury or death. If you can smell engine exhaust 
while in the boat, do not stay seated in that position for prolonged periods. Never "Platform 
Drag" by holding onto the swim platform or be dragged directly behind the boat. An 
improperly tuned engine will produce excessive exhaust. Have your engine checked and 
corrected by a mechanic. Changing boat speed or direction relative to the wind can reduce or 
increase boat exhaust from accimiulating near the boat and rider. Consult your boat Owners 
Manual, or the United States Coast Guard's website: www.uscRboating.org for more 
information on how to help protect others and yourself from the dangers of CO poisoning 

• Use caution and common sense. 
• Do not exceed the weight guidelines of your boat. Only use water ballast and people for 

additional weight. Do not allow passengers to hang outside the boat or sit on the gunwales 
outside the normal seating area of the boat. Uneven weight disfribution or additional weight 
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may affect the handling ofthe boat. Never allow water to overflow the gunwales of your 
boat. 

Yoiu" equipment and your tow rope: 
• Inspect all equipment prior to use. Check bindings, fins, tube and attaclunent point, and 

flotation device prior to each use. Do not use if damaged. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) vest. 
• Rope should be attached to the watercraft in an approved fashion with hardware designed for 

towing. Refer to your watercraft manual for instmctions on proper tow rope attachment. 
• Tow ropes stretch during use. If a rope breaks or is suddenly released, it can snap back into 

the watercraft. Wam all riders, skiers and occupants ofthe danger of rope recoil. 
• When in the boat, keep away from the tow rope to avoid injury. Passengers can be hit, or 

become entangled in the rope. 
• Inspect tow rope and its attachments before using. Do not use tow rope if frayed, knotted 

or damaged. Replace when signs of excessive deterioration are indicated by discoloration, 
broken filaments, unraveling or other obvious signs of wear on the rope or hardware. 

• Use proper tow rope for the activity. 
• Ensure tow rope is clear of all body parts prior to starting out or during use. 
• Keep persons and ropes away from propeller when engine is running, even in neutral. 

Should rope become entangled in propeller, SHUT OFF ENGINE AND REMOVE 
IGNITION KEY BEFORE RETRIEVING ROPE. 

When you ski or ride: 
• Attempting land or dock starts can increase the risk of injiuy or death. USE THIS 

PRODUCT ONLY ON WATER. 
• Always remove any slack in the rope between watercraft and skier/ rider before starting. 

Sudden shock loads may cause injury to skier/rider or failure of rope, resulting in snap-back 
or breakage. 

• Do not ski or ride in shallow water, near shore, pilings, docks, rafts, swimmers, other boats 
or other obstacles. Such obstacles are examples of risks that are inherent in the sport. 

• The driver and skier/rider must watch for and be able to stop or tum to avoid obstacles. 
• Always ski or ride in control and at speeds appropriate for your ability, limits. Do not ski or 

ride over ramps or jumps without prior instmction. 
• Falling and the injuries that may result are inherent risks in the sport. 
• Use a flag to signal to others that a skier or rider is in the water. 
• Driver must use extra caution approaching a fallen skier/rider and keep eye contact on fallen 

skier/rider at all times. 
• Put the boat in neutral when near a fallen skier/rider. Tum the engine off when people are 

getting into or out ofthe boat, or in the water near the boat. 
• Do not operate watercraft, ski or ride under the influence of alcohol or dmgs. 

THE WARNINGS AND PRACTICES SET FORTH ABOVE IN THE WATERSPORTS 
SAFETY CODE REPRESENT SOME COMMON RISKS ENCOUNTERED BY USERS. THE 
CODE DOES NOT PURPORT TO COVER ALL INSTANCES OF RISK OR DANGER. 
PLEASE USE COMMON SENSE AND GOOD JUDGMENT. 
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Please contact us ifyou have any questions on the proper selection, function, or safe use ofthis 
product. 

MANUFACTURER'S INSTRUCTIONS 

The infonnation above should be PROVIDED TO THE PURCHASER OF A SKI TOW ROPE 
AND ROPE FOR TOWING INFLATABLE TUBE at the time of sale. The specific type of dehvery 
vehicle (/. e. warranty card, release form) is to be at the option of each manufacturer. 

Manufacturer should supply address information including mailing address, phone, email, and toll free 
ntraibers if available in the Operator's Manual. 
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Tab 5 (a) 

TAB 5(A) - INFLATABLE TUBE: ON PRODUCT WARNING 

AWARNING 

Use of this product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
• Do not use at speeds that exceed skills of the rider. Boat speed should never exceed 20 mph for 

adults and 15 mph for children. 
This product should never be used by children except under adult supervision. 
This is not a personal floatation device. 
Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type III (PFD) vest. 
Never place wrists or feet through handles or towing harness. Ensure tow rope is clear of all body 
parts prior to or during use. 
Rider should keep feet out of the water. 
Watercraft driver is responsible for the ride since the tube cannot be controlled by the rider. 
Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
Watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which might cause the tube to flip 
over abruptly resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
Do not tow in shallow water or near shore, docks, pilings, swimmers or other boats. 
Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling a single person, 2375 Ibs. 
average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling for 
three people and 4100 Ibs. tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow 
rope should be at least 50 feet in length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
Do not operate watercraft, or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Read Operator's Manual before use. 

MANUFACTURER'S GUIDELINES FOR USE 

1) This waming is FOR USE ON TOWABLE TUBES. 

2) Waming should be securely attached to (or printed on) the tube or sunounding skirt in a manner 
that should be resistant to degradation caused by sun, salt, gasoline, abrasion, etc. 

3) Use only an easily readable font style. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

4) Use only highly contrasting colors. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

5) Waming should be "boxed" and "headlined" WARNING, with an orange background behind 
the upper "Waming" Box. See ANSI Z 535.4. 

6) Waming should be placed in a conspicuous location so that there is a likelihood it will be seen 
prior to use. 

7) Printed material such as in an Operator's Manual that includes the waming does not need to 
have the orange color in the upper box. 

SPECIAL MANUFACTURING INSTRUCTIONS 
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8) Manufacturer should list on the packaging and in the instmctions the maximum nimiber of 
riders recommended for the product, and the average tensile strength ofthe rope necessary for 
pulling the tube and its rider(s). 

[Insert appropriate number of people for this tube, conesponding average weight for the people, and 
the average tensile strength ofthe rope required in the following message which should appear on the 
packaging.] 

Average Rope 
Number of Riders Average Weight of Riders Tensi le Strength 

One 170 Lbs. 1500 Lbs. 
Two 340 Lbs. 2375 Lbs. 

Three 510 Lbs. 3350 Lbs. 
Four 680 Lbs. 4100 Lbs. 

A WARNING 

Use of this product and participation in the sport of tubing involves inherent risks of injury or death. Before 
using this tube, read the owner's manual carefully. 
This tube is designed to carry no more than persons or Ibs. 
Use a tow rope of at least Ibs. Average tensile strength for pulling this tube and its rider(s). 
The stress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and will vary with the weight of the 
passengers, design, and surface area of the tube. 

This infonnation is presented as guidelines for manufacturers and suppliers to inform users. Due to the 
unique design or proprietary style of some devices or sporting equipment, changes to the document(s) 
may be necessary in word content. This will prevent conflict of statements and permit new innovative 
changes and designs to products, while still following the intent ofthe message. 

Manufacturer should supply address information including mailing address, phone, email, and toll free 
numbers if available in the Operator's Manual. 

23 



Tab 5 (b) 

TAB 5(B) - OPERATOR'S MANUAL: INFLATABLE TUBE 

A WARNING 

Use of this product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
Do not use at speeds that exceed skills of the rider. Boat speed should never exceed 20 mph for 
adults and 15 mph for children. 
This product should never be used by children except under adult supervision. 
This is not a personal flotation device. 
Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type III (PFD) vest. 
Never place wrists or feet through handles or towing harness. Ensure tow rope is clear of all body 
parts priorto or during use. 
Rider should keep feet out of the water. 
Watercraft driver is responsible for the ride since the tube cannot be controlled by the rider. 
Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
Watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which might cause the tube to flip 
over abruptly resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
Do not tow in shallow water or near shore, docks, pilings, swimmers or other boats. 
Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling a single person, 2375 Ibs. 
average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling for 
three people and 4100 Ibs. tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow 
rope should be at least 50 feet in length but not to exceed 65 feet. 
Do not operate watercraft or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Read Operator's Manual before use. 

PRODUCT INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNINGS 

Watersports can be safe and fim for all levels of enthusiasts. The Operator's Manual is presented to 
enhance your enjoyment ofthe sport. It is intended to alert you to some ofthe potentially dangerous 
conditions that can arise in all watersports. 

To reduce the risk ofinjury or death, follow these guidelines: 

Carefully read this manual and follow the instructions. 
Only use your tube with a responsible watercraft operator who knows how to operate a 
watercraft properly. 
Take all reasonable precautions in the use and operation of your tube and boat. 
Teach anyone using your tube how to attach it to the rope, how to ride it, and how to maintain 
it. 
Use a single tube for not more than one rider and no more than two riders for a double tube. 
Do not exceed the manufacturer's recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
If the tube is designed for more than one person, take extra precaution to avoid colliding with 
one another. 
The stress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and will vary with the weight of 
the passengers, design, and surface area of the tube. 
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Never stiap or attach anyone to the tube or cover. Never put your feet or hands through the 
snapping ofthe towing system or handles: Never wedge your hands or feet under the cover or 
between the cover and the tube. 
Never attempt jumps or dangerous tricks with your tube. If more than one tube is being towed, 
avoid collisions with other tubes. 
Scout the area before use to avoid any debris or obstacles that might present a safety hazard. 
Know your own limits. Stop when you are tired. Act responsibly. Be in good physical 
condition and be cautious in your use ofthis or any other towable tube. 
Check the rope and coimector for frays, cuts, sharp edges, knots, or wear before each use. 
Discard rope if any such condition exists or if rope appears to be wom. Such conditions may 
lead to breaks. 
Do not use tow rope with elastic or bungee material to pull skiers or riders. Such an addition 
can break or sfretch which may lead to injury of users or boat occupants. 
Rope is subject to deterioration when exposed to direct sunlight. The life ofthe product will 
be extended when stored away from sunlight. 
The tow rope should be replaced when signs of deterioration appear, indicated by the existence 
of discoloration, wearing, fraying or raveling. 
Do not add hardware or attachments that are not otherwise supplied by the manufacturer. 

WATERSPORTS SAFETY CODE; 

Watersports are fun and challenging but involve inherent risks of injury or death. To increase your 
enjoyment ofthe sport and to reduce your risks, use common sense and follow these mles: 

Before you start: 
• Familiarize yourself with all applicable federal, state and local laws, the risks inherent in the 

sport and the proper use ofthe equipment. 
• Know the waterways. 
• Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 
• Skier/rider, observer and driver must agree on hand signals. 
• Never start out until skier/rider signals he/she is ready. 
• Carbon Monoxide (CO) poisoning from engine exhaust may cause injury or death. Do not sit 

on the boat transom or swim platform while the engine is nmning. These activities may lead to 
excessive CO exposure which may cause injury or death. Ifyou can smell engine exhaust 
while in the boat, do not stay seated in that position for prolonged periods. Never "Platform 
Drag" by holding onto the swim platform or be dragged directly behind the boat. An 
improperly tuned engine will produce excessive exhaust. Have your engine checked and 
corrected by a mechanic. Changing boat speed or direction relative to the wind can reduce or 
increase boat exhaust from accumulating near the boat and rider. Consult your boat Owners 
Manual, or the United States Coast Guard's website: www.uscgboating.org for more 
information on how to help protect others and yourself from the dangers of CO poisoning 

• Use caution and common sense. 
• Do not exceed the weight guidelines of your boat. Only use water ballast and people for 

additional weight. Do not allow passengers to hang outside the boat or sit on the gunwales 

25 

http://www.uscgboating.org


outside the normal seating area of the boat. Uneven weight distribution or additional weight 
may affect the handling ofthe boat. Never allow water to overflow the gunwales of your boat. 

Your equipment and your tow rope: 
• Inspect all equipment prior to use. Check bindings, fins, tube and attachment point, and 

flotation device prior to each use. Do not use if damaged. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard Type III (PFD) vest. 
• Rope should be attached to the watercraft in an approved fashion with hardware designed for 

towing. Refer to your watercraft manual for instmctions on proper tow rope attachment. 
• Tow ropes stretch during use. If a rope breaks or is suddenly released, it can snap back into the 

watercraft. Wam all riders, skiers and occupants ofthe danger of rope recoil. 
• When in the boat, keep away from the tow rope to avoid injury. Passengers can be hit, or 

become entangled in the rope. 
• Inspect tow rope and its attachments before using. Do not use tow rope if frayed, knotted or 

damaged. Replace when signs of excessive deterioration are indicated by discoloration, broken 
filaments, unraveling or other obvious Signs of wear on the rope or hardware. 

• Use proper tow rope for the activity. 
• Ensure tow rope is clear of all body parts prior to starting out or during use. 
• Keep persons and ropes away from propeller when engine is nmning, even in neufral. Should 

rope become entangled in propeller, SHUT OFF ENGINE AND REMOVE IGNITION KEY 
BEFORE RETRIEVING ROPE. 

When you ski or ride: 
• Attempting land or dock starts can increase the risk ofinjury or death. USE THIS PRODUCT 

ONLY ON WATER. 
• Always remove any slack in the rope between watercraft and skier/ rider before starting. 

Sudden shock loads may cause injury to skier/rider or failure of rope, resulting in snap-back or 
breakage. 

• Do not ski or ride in shallow water, near shore, pilings, docks, rafts, swimmers, other boats or 
other obstacles. Such obstacles are examples of risks that are inherent in the sport. 

• The driver and skier/rider must watch for and be able to stop or tum to avoid obstacles. 
• Always ski or ride in control and at speeds appropriate for your ability, limits. Do not ski or 

ride over ramps or jumps without prior instmction. 
• Falling and the injuries that may result are inherent risks in the sport. 
• Use a flag to signal to others that a skier or rider is in the water. 
• Driver must use extra caution approaching a fallen skier/rider and keep eye contact on fallen 

skier/rider at all times. 
• Put the boat in neufral when near a fallen skier/rider. Tum the engine off when people are 

getting into or out ofthe boat, or in the water near the boat. 
• Do not operate watercraft, ski or ride under the influence of alcohol or dmgs. 

THE WARNINGS AND PRACTICES SET FORTH ABOVE IN THE WATERSPORTS 
SAFETY CODE REPRESENT SOME COMMON RISKS ENCOUNTERED BY USERS. THE 
CODE DOES NOT PURPORT TO COVER ALL INSTANCES OF RISK OR DANGER. 
PLEASE USE COMMON SENSE AND GOOD JUDGMENT. 
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Please contact us ifyou have any questions on the proper selection, function, or safe use ofthis 
product. 

MANUFACTURER'S INSTRUCTIONS 

The information above should BE PROVIDED TO THE PURCHASER OF AN INFLATABLE 
TUBE at the time of sale. The specific type of delivery vehicle (i.e. warranty card, release form, etc.) 
is to be at the option of each manufacturer. 

Manufacturer should supply address information including mailing address, phone, email, and toll free 
numbers if available in the Operator's Manual. 
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060614HCC3606 Exhibit G 

ON TUBE WARNING 

A WARNING 
Use of this product and participation in the sport involves inherent risks of injury or death. 
• Do not use at speeds that exceeds skills of the rider. Boat speed should never exceed 20 mph 
for adults and 15 mph for children. 

• This product should never be used by children except under adult supervision. 
' This is not a personal flotation device. 
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type III (PFD) vest. 
• Never place wrists or feet through handles or towing harness. Ensure tow rope is clear of all 
body parts prior to or during use, 

• Rider should keep feet out of the water. 
• Watercraft driver is responsible for the ride since the tube cannot be controlled by the rider. 
Always have a person other than the driver as an observer. 

• Watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which might cause the tube to 
flip over abruptly resulting in serious injury to the rider. 

• Do not tow in shallow water or near shore, docks, pilings, swimmers or other boats. 
• Do nol exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your particular tube. 
• Use a tow rope of 1500 Ibs. average tensile dtrength for pulling a single person, 2375 Ibs, 
average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling 
three people and 4100 Ibs. average tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable 
tube. The tow rope should be at least 50 feet in length but not to exceed 65 feet. 

• Do not operate watercraft, or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
• Read Operator's Manual before use. 

Photo #1: Water Sports Industry Association warning on regular tubing 

AWARNING 
Use of this product ami patticipstion in the sport involves inlierent risks ot injuiy 
01 (ieath. 

1. Inspect n)pe, Handle and connectors before each us«. Oono tuse i tdamjge t l . 

2. Make suie rape is not wi f fe t i aioand pjtt ol anyone's body during ose. 
3. Rope sireiches during use. Sudden release o l handle can cause rope and 

handle to snap back and may hil Itie occupants or user whici) could result in 
injury. 

4. This rope Is intended only ior towing a single person on water skis, wake/knee
boards, or ba retooling. Any ottier use may cause rope failure. 

5. Read Operator's Manual before use. 

AWARNING 
Use ot Ihit product and ptrticlpelbn In Ihe sport involves rnhenent risks ol injury or 
deatti. 
t. Inspect cope, handle and connectors before each Uie. DonotuseilOimaged. 
2. Make sure tope Is not wrapped around jiait Ol anyone's body during use. 
3. Rope stretches during use. Sudden release ol handle can cause rope and 

handle to snap back and may lilt the occupants or user which cou!d result in 
Injury. 

4. Uirs lope is inlended only tor towing up lo a mawmom of (one. two, three 
tour) people or t l?0, MO, 510.680) pounds On an inllalaUc lube Any oilier use 
may cause rope failure. 

i . Read Operator's Manual before use. Do nol remove waming. 

ROPE WARNING TUBE ROPE WARNING 
Photo #2: Water Sports Industry Association rope and tube rope warnings 
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Glen Canyon NRA 
Determination of Public Access or Restriction 

Affected Area/Topic Common Name: 

A restriction conceming kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. 

Location of Affected Area: 

All waters, air, and land areas of Glen Canyon NRA. 

Nature of Action/Restriction/Closure: 

A general restriction specific to recreational activities commonly referred to as kite 
tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. This restriction applies to any activity requiring a 
tow vessel for the purpose of sustained air travel above the water surface, and any water 
based recreational activity that relies on tethered parafoils, parachutes, kites, wings, or 
other tethered apparatus for propulsion across the water surface resulting in sustained air 
travel. This restriction is not intended to limit or curtail activities associated with 
conventional recreational pursuits including sailing, sail boarding, water skiing, knee 
boarding, or wake boarding. 

Level of Scope of Closure/Restriction: 

This is a general restriction specific to all waters and areas within Glen Canyon NRA to 
specific recreational activities known as kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing. 

Proposed Regulatory Language (36 CFR section/wording): 

36 CFR L5 (a)2 

Kite tubing, parasailing, and similar activities requiring a tow vessel or tow vehicle for 
the purposes of providing air flight of participants and/or apparatus are prohibited within 
the boundaries of Glen Canyon NRA. Kite boarding, kite surfing, and similar tethered 
activities requiring a parasail, kite, wing, or similar tethered apparatus attached to the 
participant or floatation device, for the specific purpose of providing propulsion or air 
flight are prohibited. 

Definitions: 

Kite tubing is a generic term used to describe certain water based recreational pursuits . 
involving the use of tethered floatation devices designed to rise above the surface ofthe 



060614HCC3606 Exhibit H 

water. This term is used to describe recreational activities associated with the use of 
manufactured devices such as the WEGO "Kite Tube", SEVYLOR "Manta", and similar 
apparatus. 

Kite boarding is a generic category of recreational activities associated with floatation 
devices designed for water and air travel propelled by tethered parafoils, parachutes, 
wings, kites, or other similar apparatus. 

Parasails are a generic family of devices dependent on parafoils, parachutes, wings, or 
similar apparatus towed by vessels with long tow lines for the purposes of sustained air 
travel. 

Justification: 

In April of 2006 the first observation ofkite tubing was made at Glen Canyon NRA. 
This observation was made secondary to a call for EMS intervention to rescue a severely 
injured man who had been cmshed by a Kite Tube inverting and crashing. This person 
suffered severe trauma to their neck and chest resulting in a near drowning incident. This 
incident was documented in CI# 06 0297. Since this first accident three other severe 
injuries,(CI# 06-941, 06-1301, 06-1334), and multiple minor accidents attributed to kite 
tubing have occurred within the recreation area. Glen Canyon staff have air lifted 4 
patients from the lake, with three suffering life threatening injuries. Subsequent 
viewings of various kite tubing promotional materials indicates a steep learning curve for 
the "operator" to establish the correct balance and steering to keep the kite tube from 
veering violently from side to side and/or up and down. The manufacturer's videos show 
sequences where the kite tube appears to be primarily out of control. In addition 
numerous personal videos of actual accidents have been recorded and collected showing 
the unpredicted violent out of control nature ofthis activity. Due to the unpredictable 
nature ofthe crafts "flight", it is dangerous and inappropriate to permit this activity to 
occur in proximity to other visitors recreating on the lake, nor is it pmdent to allow an 
inherently unstable and dangerous activity to establish a user/participant precedent. 

Kite tubing presents many ofthe same risks as "cliff jumping" which is a prohibited 
activity in the NRA. Kite tubes have the potential to rise to 60' above the water surface 
while traveling at speeds of 35-40 mph. Because ofthe uncontrolled nature ofkite tube 
falls or crashes, the "operator" often impacts the water surface at high speeds, near 
vertical angles, and unusual body positions, significantly increasing the risk ofinjury. 
(See attached list of case incidents.) 

Kite boarding represents a separate, but similar, set of risks and dangers to visitors at 
Glen Canyon NRA because ofthe basic uncontrolled nature ofthe kite board and the 
attached operator which is dependent on wind to provide lift and propulsion. Kite 
boarders are dependent on air movement and have little control concerning the general 
direction of travel, which may interfere with other visitors engaged in traditional water 
recreation activities such as sailing, water skiing, fishing, etc. In addition the lines and 
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cables attaching the kite boarder to the parafoil or wing pose potential safety concerns to 
other boaters or park visitors that may be struck or collide with these lines. Kite 
boarding, due to the generally uncontrolled speed and direction of travel ofthe kite board, 
requires large, open, and empty expanses ofwater, which often is not available at Glen 
Canyon NRA because of competing visitor uses. 

Parasailing also represents potential risks and dangers to parasailing participants as well 
as other park visitors. Parasailing requires extremely long lines, often in excess of 1000', 
generally straight line boat travel, and large open spaces of shoreline or water surface for 
landing, which increases the risk of interference or collision with other park visitors. 
Because the parasail tow boat requires sustain forward momentum to keep the parasailer 
air borne, it is extremely difficult for the tow vessel to maneuver or stop quickly to avoid 
other vessels or water hazards. The NRA has responded to calls for emergency assistance 
and rescue services because of serious injuries sustained in parasailing accidents. (See 
attached list of case incidents.) 

Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing are incompatible with the current spectmm of 
permissible recreational opportunities available at Glen Canyon NRA. While Lake 
Powell offers what appears to be a vast expanse of open water and endless space, impacts 
and conflicts among various user groups occur frequently due to the relatively restricted 
water channels and high level of visitor use. Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing 
require large amounts of space and unpopulated surface waters and have the potential to 
disrupt established recreational pursuits. Kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing may 
require long tow ropes, large open water surfaces for takeoffs and landings and, because 
of their air borne attachments can not maneuver or stop abmptly. To avoid inevitable 
accidents caused by kite tubing, kite boarding, and parasailing, as well as conflicts and 
accidents involving traditional park user groups not accustomed to the special operational 
needs of these dangerous air borne activities, the NRA has chosen to prohibit kite tubing, 
kite boarding, and parasailing. 

(SEE ATTACHMENTS & DATA FILES) 

NEPA, Cultural Resources Requirements: 

None Required. 

Proposed by: Mark Law, Law Enforcement Specialist, GCNRA 

Froposallmplementation Date: 6-15-06 
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Method of Public Notification: 

Notification ofthis closure restriction pertaining to towed aerial watercraft will be made 
through local and regional media services, park publications, park web-site, and posted 
on area information bulletin boards. (See attachments.) 

Reviewed By: Mike Mayer Date 
Chief Ranger Visitor and Resource Protection 

Determination: Adopted Rejected 

Kitty L. Roberts Date 
Superintendent 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
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GLEN CANYON NATIOl^L RECREATION AREA 

Kite Tubing Safety Alert 

Over the past month, the park has experienced a sharp upswing In visitor accidents and injuries due to l<tte tubing on 
the lake. 

Kite tubes were introduced into the market this past winter and iiave proven to be extremely dangerous. During the 
past three weeks, Glen Canyon staff have airlifted four people from the lake, with three suffering life threatening 
injuries. Kite tubes are large, round, ten-foot tubes with a solid fabric floor In the bottom. As the tube is pulled forward, 
the front of the tube is lifted and air catches the floor of the tube and lifts it out of the water with the n'der on top of the 
tube. 

In all cases at Glen Canyon NRA, the riders were being pulled at 25 to 35 mph with a head on or quartering wind. 
The tubes would rise uncontrollably 15 to 25 feet into the air and immediately invert and accelerate back to the water. 
The combined forward speed ofthe boat, plus the additional accelerated downward speed is driving these victims into 
the water at speeds near 50+ mph. For additional details on the accidents, see the related incident report in today's 
edition. 

Interviews with friends and family members of accident victims have shown a disturbing trend with this use. In all 
cases at Glen Canyon NRA, multiple minor injury accidents occurred prior to the incidents that required advanced life 
support. All victims were using the kite tubes as directed when they suddenly lifted to dangerous heights, became 
unstable, and plunged down to the water surface. The injuries seen are consistent with deceleration impact events 
that cause internal trauma. Victims have .reported coughing up blood, torn muscles, whiplash type injuries, broken 
ribs, punctured lungs and cervical fractures. 

Glen Canyon NRA has initiated discussion and contact with the National Association of State Boating Law 
Administrators (NASBLA) and will be providing a national safety alert through their organization very soon. In addition, 
the Consumer Product Safety Commission has been notified regardiftg this emerging threat and efforts are being 
made to disseminate more information on this activity through them. 

One of the park's weekend accidents resulted in a major neck injury. A news video from KUTV in Salt Lake City and a 
second KUTV video clip on an incident at Lake Mead can be viewed by clicking on the links listed below (a flash 
player is needed to view Ihem): 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16192@kutv.dayport.com 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16155(5)kutv.dayport.com 

A prohibition on cliff jumping was put in place at Glen Canyon last year after an increase in injuries and fatalities 
associated with this activity. Although controversial in the beginning, it has been widely accepted and the park has 
received many positive comments back on this prohibition. A review ofthe data indicated that a significant increase in 
injury and death occurred at jumps higher than 15 feet. The last cliff jumping fatality occurred from 70 feet, with a 
calculated speed of about 50 mph when the victim impacted the water. 

Similar circumstances apply in this case. All kite tubers reported that they were traveling at 30 to 35 mph and most 
were 15 to 20 feet In the air when they were either ejected or turned upside down and accelerated back to the water. 
Another 10 to 20 mph of speed is added to their forward speed, so the victims are hitting the water at 45 to 55 mph. 
These accidents are therefore the equivalent of a 70 foot cliff jump, with the added component of the victims having 
no control over how they enter or impact the water. 

http://classicinside.nps.gov/printheadline.cfm?type=Ajinouncements&id=4523 6/14/2006 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16192@kutv.dayport.com
http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16155(5)kutv.dayport.com
http://classicinside.nps.gov/printheadline.cfm?type=Ajinouncements&id=4523
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Contact Information 
Name: Mike Mayer, Chief Ranger 
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http://cIassicinside.nps.gov/printheadItne.cfm?type=Announcements&id=4523 6/14/2006 

http://cIassicinside.nps.gov/printheadItne.cfm?type=Announcements&id=4523
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\ CASE #f DATE | RANGER | INCIDENT COMMENTS 
|D6-0297 4/7/2006CLASSIC 
JD6-0297 4/7/2006JOSTAD 
J06-0941 5/22/2006BF CLINIC 

6-0941 5/22/2006VANDRAGT 
6-1301 6/2/2006MOWAT 

(36-1334 6/3/2006STARK 
|06-1334 6/3/2006STARK 
JD6-1334 6/3/2006STARK 
|06-1301 6/2/2006MOWAT , 
|06-1526 6/10/2006SAMPLE 
|06-1533 6/10/2006LARSON 

EMSALS (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (serv) 
EMSALS (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (serv) 
EMSALS (serv) 
EMSBLS (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (serv) 
SAR (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (serv) 
ASSTCTZN (serv) 
ASSTCTZN (serv) 

29 YOM FELL 30 FT FROM WATER KITE TUBE 
29 YOM F E L L SO FT F R O M W A T E R KITE TUBE 

34 YOM KITE TUBING ACCIDENT 
34 YOM KITE TUBING ACCIDENT 
26 YOM W / N E C K INJURY FROM KITE TUBING 
14 YOF KITE,TUBING (30 FT FALL) 
14 YOF KITE TUBING (30 FT FALL) 
14 YOF KITE TUBING (30 FT FALL) 
26 YOM W/NECK INJURY FROM KITE TUBING 
VERBAL CONTACT WITH KITE TUBER 
EDUCATIONAL CONTACT FOR KITE TUBING 

Page 1 
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

InsideNPS 
Information Gateway for NPS Employees 

GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 

Two In jured in Kite Tubing Accidents 

Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "kite tubing" accidents in the park last weekend. In both cases, the 
victims were riding kite tubes towed by boats when they lost control ofthe device. Each then fell into Lake Powell from 
heights of between 10 and 40 feet. Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes that are towed by boats at 20 to 40 mph. 
The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air from 15 to 60 feet. Controlling a kite tube is extremely 
challenging and the slightest upset In its balance causes it to fall into the water. The first incident occurred on Friday, 
June 2nd, at approximately 2:30 p.m. near the Bullfrog area. A 29-year-old man from St. George, Utah, was riding a 
kite tube when he lost control and fell from a height of 35 to 40 feet while moving at approximately 35 to 40 mph. He 
suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog Medical Clinic: to SL Mary's Hospital in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. He was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing, but .the other two 
sustained only minor injuries and were not treated. On the afternoon of Saturday, June 3rd, a 14-year-old girl from 
Houston, Texas, fell from 10 to 15 feel from her kite tube while being towed at 20 to 25 mph. She lost consciousness 
when she struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was flown by helicopter from 
Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction. After further examination at the hospital, she was released 
without serious injuries. These were the third and fourth accidents this year involving kite tubes. The first accident 
occurred on April 7th and resulted in a punctured lung caused by broken ribs; the second was on May 22nd, when 
another person sustained injuries to the chest and back while using a kite tube. Both of these incidents involved kite 
tube riders losing control of the device and falling into the water while moving at a high rale of speed. The individuals 
involved in these accidents were also transported by helicopter to the hospital. This is the first season that park 
rangers at Glen Canyon have seen kite tubes on the lake. Please see the related safety alert on kite tubing in this 
issue for additional information and for links to two TV news videos on kite tubing actbidents. 

More Information 

Contact Information ^ 
Name: Kevin Schneider, Management Assistant 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handIer=viewprintheadline&type=lncidents&id=2616 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=Iiicidents&id==2616 6/14/2006 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handIer=viewprintheadline&type=lncidents&id=2616
http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=Iiicidents&id==2616
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National Park Service 
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InsideNPS 
Information Gateway for NPS Employees 

GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 

Two In jured in Kite Tubing Accidents 

Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "kite tubing" accidents in the park last weekend. In both cases, the 
victims were riding kite tubes towed by boats when they lost control of the device. Each then fell into Lake Powell from 
heights of between 10 and 40 feet. Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes that are towed by boats al 20 fo 40 mph. 
The user holds onto tlie kite tube as it rises into the air from 15 to 60 feet. Controlling a kite tube is extremely 
challenging and the slightest upset in its balance causes it to fall into the water. The first incident occurred on Friday, 
June 2nd, at approximately 2:30 p.m. near the Bullfrog area. A 29-year-old man from St. George, Utah, was riding a 
kite tube when he lost control and fell from a height of 35 to 40 feet while moving at approximately 35 to 40 mph. He 
suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog Medical Clinic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. He was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing, but the other two 
sustained only minor injuries and were not treated. On the afternoon of Saturday, June 3rd, a 14-year-old girl from 
Houston, Texas, fell from 10 to 15 feet from her kite tube while being towed at 20 to 25 mph. She lost consciousness 
when she struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was flown by helicopter from 
Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction. After furtber examination at the hospital, she was released 
without serious injuries. These were the third and fourth accidents this year involving kite tubes. The first accident 
occuned on April 7lh and resulted in a punctured lung caused by broken ribs; the second was on May 22nd, when 
another person sustained injuries to the chest and back while using a kite tube. Both of these incidents involved kite 
tube riders losing contnal of the device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate of speed. The individuals 
involved in these accidents.were also transported by helicopter to the hospital. This is the first season that park 
rangers at Glen Canyon have seen kite tubes on the lake. Please see the related safety alert on kite tubing in this 
Issue for addilional information and for links to two TV news videos on kite tubing accidents. 

More Information 

Contact Information 
Name: Kevin Schneider, Management Assistant 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&lype=lncidenls&id=2616 

http://inside.nps.KOv/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&tjT)e=Incidents<&id=2616 6/14/2006 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&lype=lncidenls&id=2616
http://inside.nps.KOv/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&tjT)e=Incidents%3c&id=2616
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Junes, 2006 06-12 

Glen Canyon Nat ional 
Recreation Area 

691 Scenic View Dr. 
POBox 1507 
Page, AZ 86040-1507 

CONTACT: Kevin Schneider 
928-608-6208 

Glen Canyon News Release 

Two Injured in "Kite Tubing" Accidents Last Weekend 

Page, Ariz. - Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "Kite Tubing" accidents 
this past weekend at Glen Canyon National Recreation Area. In both cases, the victims 
were riding Kite Tubes towed by boats when they lost control of the device. The victims 
fell into the waters of Lake Powell from heights between lo and 40 feet. 

The first incident occurred on Friday, June 2 at approximately 2:30 pm near the Bullfrog 
area. The victim, a 29 year- old male from St. George, Utah, was riding a Kite Tube 
when he lost control and fell from a height of 35- 40 feet, while moving at approxunately 
35- 40 mph. He suffered a broken neck and was flown by heUcopter from the Bullfrog 
Medical CUnic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction, Colorado. He was the third 
person in his party that day to be injured while Kite Tubing. The other two individuals 
reported they had minor injuries and were not treated. 

On Saturday afternoon, Jtme 3, a 14- year old girl from Houston, Texas, fell 10-15 feet 
from her Kite Tube while being towed at 20- 25 mph. She lost consciousness when she 
struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was 
flown by hehcopter from Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Jimction, 
Colorado, After further examination at the hospital, she was released without serious 
injuries. 

These were the third and fourth accidents this year at Glen Canyon National Recreation 
Area involving Kite Tubes. The first accident occurred on April 7 and resulted in a 
pimctured lung caused by broken ribs. On May 22, a second person had injuries to their 
chest and back while using a Kite Tube. Both of these incidents involved Kite Tube 
riders losing control ofthe device and faUing into the water while moving at a high rate 
of speed. The individuals involved in these accidents were also transported by 
helicopter to the hospital. 

Kite Tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20- 40 mph. The user 
holds onto the Kite Tube as it rises into the air, 15- 60 feet from the surface ofthe water. 
Controlling a Kite Tube is extremely challenging, and the shghtest upset in its balance 
causes the Kite Tube to fall into the water. As a newcomer to the market, this is the first 
season park rangers at Glen Canyon have observed their use. 

- unvw.nps.govlglca -

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA'" 
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 
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mph and most were 15 to 20 feet in the air when they were either ejected or turnei 
accelerated back to the water. Another 10 to 20 mph of speed is added to their foi 
the victims are hitting the water at 45 to 55 mph. These accidents are therefore th] 
70 foot cliff jump, with the added component of the victims having no control over 
impact the water. 

More Information,,. 

Contact Infonnation 
Name: Mike Mayer, Chief Ranger 

about inslde.nps.gov | feedback 

hltp://cIassicinside.nps.gov/headline.cfm?type=Aiinouncements&id=4523 6/9/2006 

http://inslde.nps.gov
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Kevin Schneider To: David Bama/WASO/NPS@NPS, Elaine Sevy/WASO/NPS@NPS, Karen 
ri6/08/2n0fi 07-41 AM Breslin/DENVER/NPS@NPS, James Doyle/DENVER/NPS(g>NPS. 
^ ' l . Patricia Turley/DENVER/NPS@NPS, Rick Frost/DENVER/NPS@NPS, 
M a I j-Q. 

Subject: Grand Junction Daily Sentinel: Two injured at Lake Powell riding popular 
kite tubes 

Two injured at Lake Powell riding popular kite tubes 

Wednesday, June 07,2006 

By SALLY SPAULDING 

The Dally Sentinel 

Two people were injured at Lake Powell last weekend while riding "kite tubes" pulled by boats In the Glen 
Canyon National Recreation Area. 

Both victims, a 29-year-old male from St George, Utah, and a 14-year-Gld giri from Houston, Texas, were 
flown to St, Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction for treatment. 

Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite 
tube as it rises into the air, 15 to 60 feet from the surface of the water. 

The product was released widely on the market this year and runs about $500. 

This is the first season park rangers at Glen Canyon have observed the use of kite tubes, said.Kevin 
Schneiderof the National Park Service. 

The first Incident ofthe weekend occurred on Friday near the Bullfrog Marina area. The 29-year-old male 
lost control of the kite tube and fell roughly 40 feet while moving at approximately 40 mph. 

He suffered a broken neck and was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing. 

On Saturday, the 14-year-old girl was being towed at about 25 mph when she fell between 10 and 15 
feet. 

She lost consciousness when she struck the water and was flown from the Iceberg Canyon area of the 
lake to St. Mary's. 

She was released from the hospital without "serious" Injuries, according to Schneider, 

Schneider said the weekend accidents were the third and fourth accidents this year at Glen Canyon 
National Recreation Area involving kite tubes. 

The first two incidents also sent victims to St Mary's Hospital and involved broken bones, a punctured 
lung and other injuries. 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
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Kevin Schneider 
06/08/2006 07:41 AM 
MST 

To: Kitty Roberts/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Nancie E Ames/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
Susan Perkins/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Stan 
Burman/GLCA/NPS|g)NPS, Pat Qulnn/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Hank 

cc: 
Subject: Fw: Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 

fyi 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
928-608-6208 
— Fonwarded by Kevin Schnelder/GLCA/NPS on 06/08/2006 07:40 AM • 

"Paul Ostapuk" 
<postapuk@cableone.n 
et> 

06/08/2006 07:39 AM 
MST 

To: <Kevin_Sctineider@nps.gov> 
cc: 

Subject; Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 

Hi Kevin, 

I wanted to let you know that the Friends of Lake Powell has started a letter writing campaign to remove 
this new dangerous product from the market 

Have spoken to the manufacturer (Sportsstuff) and several distributors asking them to give this product 
immediate attention. 

Thank you for your recent press release and have fun at the celebrations at Park Service Headquarters. I 
am on my way out of town to the Old Spanish Trail Annual Convention and will miss today's planned 
activities. 

Paul Ostapuk 
Friends of Lake Powell 

mailto:Kevin_Sctineider@nps.gov
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"Robert Baron" 
<erfpmd1@cox.net> 

06/07/2006 10:06 PM 
MST 

To: "Mayer, Mike" <Mike_Mayer@NPS.gov> 
cc: "Steve Luckesen" <Luckesen@Hughes.Nel>, "'Baron, Robert'" 

<erfpmd1@cox.net> 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

FYI 

From: Robert Baron [mailto:erfpmdl@cox.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 07, 2006 10:06 PM 
To: Kitty Robert:s (Kitty_Roberts@nps.gov) 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

Kitty, 

I have been following the cases of injuries concerning the operation of Kite Tubes. I believe the 
information collected on the lake, the need to airtift 4 people from the lake in 3 weeks with 1 having a 
broken neck and 2 others having major chest injuries suggests that this "toy" is just plain too dangerous. 
Ifyou have not seen video clips ofthe use of these kites, please go to KUTV.com, click on the video 
section in the upper right hand corner'and click the button that says "see all". Scroll through the options 
and there you will find a clip from 6/5 & 6/5, These videos show graphically what can happen wilh these 
devices. 

Kitty, I have heard that your Rangers are suggesting the writing of a compendium that would ban the use 
of these Kite Tubes on the lake. From an injury prevention viewpoint, I have to agree. Please let me 
know how this all progresses. 

Sincerely, 

Bob Baron 

mailto:erfpmd1@cox.net
mailto:Mike_Mayer@NPS.gov
mailto:Luckesen@Hughes.Nel
mailto:erfpmd1@cox.net
mailto:erfpmdl@cox.net
mailto:Kitty_Roberts@nps.gov
http://KUTV.com
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Bmce Malloy 
05/10/2006 09:34 AM 
CDT 

To: Randy YLarson/PAlS/NPS@NPS 
cc: DaleAntonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, Dennis Weiland/CH1C/NPS@NPS, 

Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, Linden Schlenker/BICA/NPS@NPS, 
Mark Law/GLC/yNPS@NPS, Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS, Mike 

Subject: Re: Kite TubingU 

Thanks for the heads up on this potentially dangerous activity. We have not experienced any interest in 
these types of "above the water" activities. But we anticipated that we would in the future, therefore last 
year we crafted and implemented a Compendium prohibition on all of these activities except 
windsurfing/sailboarding. We have not had any comments, negative or positive, on this prohibition. 

•y 1.5 Closures and Public Use Limits 
(a) Consistent with applicable legislation and Federal administrative policies, and based upon a 
determination that such action is necessary for the maintenance of public health and safety, protection of 
environmental or scenic values, protection of natural or cultural resources, aid to scientific research, 
implementation of management responsibilities, equitable allocation and use of facilities, or the 
avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities, the superintendent may: 
(1) Establish, for all or a portion of a park area, a reasonable schedule of visiting hours, impose public 
use limits, or close all or a portion ofa park area to all public use or to a specific use or activity. 

Kitesurfing, kiteboarding, hang gliding, and parasailing (board riding while attached to 
wind-driven parachute-like objects or wing devices and/or towed by a vessel or vehicle) are 
prohibited. The closure is in effect on all park waters. 

Kitesurfmg^oarding, hang gliding, and parasailing within the National Recreation Area has been 
deemed an inappropriate activity given safety concems and resource conflicts that the park is 
mandated to prevent. The reservoir is a highly used public area with many recreational activities 
including swimming, fishing, camping, and boating. These activities have a long history of 
compatible use. Kitesurfing/boarding, and parasailing requires large open areas free of people, 
obstacles, and other activities. Accepted safety practices by kitesurfing/boarding and parasailing 
associations and groups advocate no kiteboard or parasailing use in swim areas and avoidance of 
obstacles. A kite or parasail being operated in the air has a reach of at least 100' and kite lines under 
tension can cut anything they touch like a razor. Hang gliding while attached to a vessel or vehicle is 
also prohibited due to the inherent safety risks associated with this activity and the dangers to others 
either in the towing vessel/vehicle or others nearby. A closure will ensure the safety of park visitors 
and avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities. This closure does not include 
sailboarding, where a sail is permanently affixed to the board. 

Bruce Malloy 
Chief Ranger 
Amistad National Recreation Area 
4121 Veterans Blvd. 
Del Rio, Texas 78840 
830-775-7492 ext. 213 

Randy Y Larson 

Randy Y Larson 

05/09/2006 12:39 PM 
CDT 

To: Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS 
cc: Bruce Malloy/AMIS/NPS@NPS, Dale Antonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, 

Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS, Linda AlickycURE/NPS@NPS, 
Linden Schlenker/BICA/NPS@NPS. Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS 

Subject: Re: Kite TubingD 
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We have not experienced Kite Tubing but the rage on the coastlines of the country over the last several 
years is Kiteboarding (also called Kitesurfing). Kiteboarders use smallish like surfboards with footstraps 
tethered by a 30 meter kevlar line to a parachute. With strong winds kiteboarders use the parachute sail 
to achieve surface speeds of 30 MPH and in doing so can actually "take off' and get airborne for brief 
periods. 

Our primary concern was a myriad of visitor safety conflicts. At 20-30 MPH a kevlar line could actually 
sever a limb or neck of a sunbather, swimmer, windsurfer, etc. Further compounding our issue is that 
PAIS is one of the top 5 windsurfing areas in the country. Windsurfing is embraced and managed by the 
park and fully compatible with our mission. However the two issues were not compatible together. 
Windsurfers generally sail perpendicular to the wind while kiteboarders travel parallel with the wind. What 
we were seeing was an "unguarded intersection" with the potential for a cross collision or "clothesline" at 
a combined speed of 35-50 MPH. A kevlar line across a body could be disastrous. 

We spent a lot of time debating the issue in the park and I met with two local outfitters in Corpus Christi 
who had the majority ofthe kiteboarding business. As I looked into accepted safety practices by 
kiteboarding associations and various kiteboarding group I found commonly accepted standards that 
advocated no kiteboard use in swim areas and avoidance of crowded beaches. In the end a closure was 
deemed necessary to ensure the safety of park visitors and avoid conflict with other visitor use activities. 

We talked over the applicability of 36 CFR 2.17 wilh the Solicitor, WASO, and others. We received mixed 
opinions on the applicability of 2.17, so in the end a compendium closure was crafted which prohibits 
Kiteboarding at PAIS. 

Surprisingly the closure has gone well. I think the safety issue was pretty obvious to everyone and it 
helped having many alternative sites outside the park for Kiteboarding. 

Hope this helps. 

Randy Larson 
Chief Ranger 
Padre Island National Seashore 
(361)949-8173x237 

Mike Mayer 

,;:•,> Mike Mayer To: Dennis Weiland/CH1C/NPS@NPS, Dale Antontch/LAME/NPS@NPS. 
05/08/2006 11 -51 AM ^''^^^ Malloy/AMIS/NPS@NPS, Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS, 
l yg j Randy Y Larson/PAlS/NPS@NPS, Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS. 

Linden Schlenker/B1CA/NPS@NPS, Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS 
cc: 

Subject: Kite Tubing 

The next thing that will cause us trouble with injuries and deaths. Kite Tubing. Three weeks ago we had 
our first near fatality from this activity. If you haven't seen this you need to go to the web site. 
www.sportstuff.com. Its made by WEGO Kite Tube and in my estimation they won't be in business long. 

Our guy was 75' behind the boat, traveling 28 mph, and about 10-12 feet oft' the water. The kite tube 
inverted and plunged or rammed the water surface. Seems innocent enough, but 30mph forward speed + 
accelerated downward plunge = unconscious tuber with three broken ribs and punctured lung. He was 
pulled from the water, unconscious and face down (est 45 sec.) by his party and taken to shore where we 
air lifted him. We have a history of folks that died from cliff jumping from 20-30 feet and routinely die 
from 70+ feet 

It won't be long until someone figures out that if we put a 400 foot rope on the kite tube then It can get 50 

http://www.sportstuff.com
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feet in the air. 

I am just curious if any of you have experienced this yet? 

Mike Mayer 
Chief Ranger 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
office 928-608-6253 
cell 928-640-0429 
928-608-6259 FAX Office 
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Kevin Schneider 

06/08/2006 10:05 AM 
MST 

To: Kitty Roberts/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Nancie E Ames/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
Susan Perkins/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Stan 
Bumian/GLCA/NF>S@NPS, Pat Quinn/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Hank 

cc: 
Subject arizona daily sun: Kite tubing injuries on Lake Powell a worry 

From the Arizona Daily Sun, Flagstaff 

Kite tubing injuries 
By CYNDY COLE 

Sun Staff Reporter 

06/08/2006 

on Lake Powell a worry 

A large, disc-like inflatable tube that lets water recreationists 'take flight' on Lake Powell is also 
leading to emergency room trips. 

One product retailer is saying the new toy towed behind boats at Lake Powell lets riders "fly 
through the air like a bird... reaching incredible new heights!" 

After four injuries this summer in which riders were also flown to the hospital, the National Park 
Service is warning that the kite-like device is causing broken bones and comparing the new sport 
to cliff jumping, which is prohibited. 

The toys are round, iriflatable discs about 10 feet in diameter that are pulled behind boats. The 
rider lies flat on top of them as the boat gets going, then sometimes soars into the air at 
45-degree angle, half-standing on them, shifting the body weight back away from the boat with a 
yank. There are footholds and handles. 

It's like riding on top ofa big, inflatable disc. 

"The slightest movement by the user to upset the balance will Cause it to tumble into the water," 
recreation area spokesman Kevin Schneider said. 

Videos on Web sites that sell the Kite Tube for about $600 show one rider hanging half-on, 
half-off, legs dangling. 

In other clips, riders appear to soar 10 or 20 feet above the water on the disc, which has a skull 
and crossbones logo on the underside. 

Four people have been flown out of Glen Canyon National Recreation Area with injuries after 
riding Kite Tubes. 
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"This is the first time we've actually seen them in Glen Canyon National Recreation Area," 
Schneider said. 

Friday, a 29-year-oId man from St. George was about 35 or 40 feet in the air, being pulled at 35 
or 40 miles per hour when he fell. His neck was broken. He was the third person in his group that 
day to be hurt, though the other injuries in his group were considered minor. 

On Saturday, a 14-year-old girl form Texas fell from the kite 10-15 feet and was knocked 
unconscious when she hit the water. 

"In some ways this is similar to cliff jumping, because you have a person falling into the water at 
a high distance and relatively high rate of speed," Schneider said. He added riders are not in 
control of how they hit the water. , 

Cliff jumping was banned across Lake Powell last year. The Park Service has made posters — 
they can be found taped up in convenience stores near the lake ~ out of a video ofone man who 
jumped off a cliff and was never seen alive again. His friends were holding the video camera. 

The Park Service is allowing the new devices, but is reviewing accidents as they happen. 

A ban on Kite Tubes would be within the park's authority, Schneider said. 

Cyndy Cole can be reached at ccole@azdailysun.com or at 913-8607. 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
928-608-6208 

mailto:ccole@azdailysun.com
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• Home 
• Kite Building 
• Kite Portfolio 
• Photos 
• Archives 
• Contact 

« World's largest kite flies in Tokyo 
321 kite-flyers held in a crackdown against metal-wire use » 

Kite Tube!? 

Ads bv Gooooooale 

Wego Kite Tube - In 
Stock 
Free Shipping ancj 
choice of Free Life 
Vest or Pump with 
each order! 
www.BoatTube,com 

Overton's Water 
Sports 
Your one stop shop for 
all your Marine and 
Watersports needs! 
www,overtons,com 

Just reading the Toronto Kite Fliers mailing list today and someone posted a 
link to a bizarre "kite" that is towed behmd a boat. It's called the WEGO KITE 
I-UBE produced by SPORTSSTUFF. 

So the idea is basically you convince some fearless mdividual to climb on top of 
this inflated disk, tear down the lake at top speed and with some "control" the 
rider can launch the kite tube in the au: and remain air borne. As long as you 
have enough speed, and you keep the right angle of attack you should be ok. 
(mildly insane but ok) 

Personally I don't think I would do it... there are a few spills m that video that 
look like they could have been a lot worse... you can check out the video here; 
Kite Tube Video. 

. ! ! ' • .Jl. i l J i J J . '• ••'••'••.' ' p ^ i i . •- • 
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This entry was posted on Tuesday, February 28th, 2006 at 8:57 pm and is filed under General. You can followr any 
responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can leave a response, or trackback from your own site. 

60 Responses to "Kite Tube!?" 

1. 4/Says: 
March 3rd. 2006 at 4:33 pm 

The wego kite tube by sportsstuff is definitely going to be an interesting ride, living in 
minnesota, I have not been able to get on this tube yet (it was released, in January and our lakes 
are froze, obviously). But I sell this tube at MN Boat Shows, and as such, I have personally 
watched this video a few himdred times. 

The WEGO will be a ver>' safe tube if used right, as you can see in the video that ifyou don't 
want to spill on the tube, you will not have to. The girl in the video stays at a constant 5-10 
feet off the water when she wants to. I personally can not wait to ride this tube. We are 
currenfly thmking about taking this tube in the locks, where there is open water right now, 

http://www.steadywinds,com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

http://Steadywinds.com
http://www.BoatTube,com
http://www.steadywinds,com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/
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simply because I am so excited to ride it. And you will not have to go "top speed" the 
maximum recommended speed to pull this tube is 14-28 m.p.h, depending on the wind speed 
on your lake, 

2. Stephanie Says: 
March 6th. 2006 at 8:22 am 

That looks Hke a blast! You get one and I'll try it ^ 

3. jack Says: 
March 7th. 2006 at 11:51 am 

we live on a small lake that we ski and tube we were wondering if the tube can be timied in 
air since our lake is only about 1 /2 mile long plz reply j ack 

4. 70A^Says: 
March 9th. 2006 at 4:31 pm 

Hello Jack, 

Go ahead and get one man its crazy. Speaking from riding the Kite tube it is speechless. A 1/2 
mile lake should be ok on the tums all you have to do is slow down and bring the rider down 
to the water and then tum. This not like a regular tube where it is rider versus boat driver. You 
have to watch the tube so if he gets to high you can gradually slow down to let him down out 
of the ah. I have ridden mine like a regular deck tube and lower speeds and wind conditions 
and it performs awsome. Gomg on a whip the all sudden it catches a litte air then off to riding 
it like a deck tube again. My friends have gotten 3o to 40 feet in the air on this thing. One 
friend only want to go 5 feet in the air so we watched him in the reer view mirrow ofthe boat 
to make sure he didn't get to high. In summary i would say to get man you can always go to a 
bigger lake to for long runs. But short lake it will work. I remember we practiced like 10 rides 
and we were able to do a gradual tum not hke a whip but gradual in the air. Going against the 
wind is key when going with the wind you don't get as high but thats ok we just ride like a 
huge deck tube with occassional ups and dows of 1 foot or so. SO GET MAN AND TELL 
YOUR FRIENDS! Oh ya there is a instmctional video and riding vidoe at there website. 
www.SP0RTSSTUFF.COM 

HOPE THAT HELPS POST YOUR COMMENTS IF YOU GET ONE OR ANYMORE 
QUESTIONS! 

5. Chris Says: 
April 8th. 2006 at 9:43 am 

Just bought a new Malibu V-Drive, traded in my 2005 Supra inboard for a larger, faster, v-
drive wdth a tower. Can't wait to try this out!! Is it any more difficult for the driver to control 
the boat with the tube in the air? And have you ever tried hooking it up on the Tower to get 
more height? Let me know. 

Thanks! 

Chris 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

http://Steadywinds.com
http://www.SP0RTSSTUFF.COM
http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/
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Hey Chris 

I had the same idea about hooking it up to the tower, 3 out 5 guys landed in the ER that night, 
The ah we caught was unreal. Approx 40fl: on a 65ft line. It was cool but insane all at the same 
time, Ifyou do hook it their be prepared for a rough fall. Good Luck 

Marc 

7. CeczV Says: 
April 19th. 2006 at 4:55 pm 

Does anyone know what will happen ifl hook it up to my pylon with a lOOft. barefoot line? I 
was thinking about mnning 40mph into a 20mph head wind. How tight would that be? 

8. still recovering Say s: 
April 20th. 2006 at 12:53 am 

Using a 100 foot line or tieing to the tower is just stupid. I did a nose dive at 10' and ended up 

in the er. If someone does that at 40' or 75' their dead. 

9. adog Says: 
April 23rd. 2006 at 3:05 am 

we used the 65 ft cord and to the tower on a ski nautique 210 air and got AT LEAST 50 ft 
before he fell on his neck... .knocked him out but us Texas boys dont go to the ER till there are 
limbs hanging off..... 

10. Steve Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 1:06 am 

All the videos i have seen have people on the wego kite tube that are about 1501bs, will this 
tube fly with lets say a 2001b fat boy.... loi 

11. DRaley Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 9:38 am 

I road one last weekend. I could NOT control the height or dipping from side to side (think 
real kite) If I had not had on a professionally ski jacket I would have been ER. 1 am wearing a 
6 inch wide bruise from the bottom of my jacket to my knee. 

12. areamike Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 10:16 pm 

I put a video on our Family website of us riding this Kite Tube for the fu-st time this last 
weekend. 
(chck on Kite tubing Video) 
http://www.fauxpas.org/modules/xoopsgallery/view_album.php?set_albumName=album44 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

http://Steadywinds.com
http://www.fauxpas.org/modules/xoopsgallery/view_album.php?set_albumName=album44
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The last wipeout m the video is insane.. .Use at your OWN risk is an unserstatement. This thing 
can be a great ride as long as you have a GOOD boat driver and STEADY headwinds. Do not 
use in Wind gusts! 

13. Cody Says: 
April 27th, 2006 at 2:44 am 

AAAA-phat looked like a nasty spill. How was he afterwards? 

For anybody interested in purchasing this tube, I would recommend checking out this one... 
http://www.sewlor.com/towabIes.html 

I rode it last weekend and I was high flying just like on the video in about 15 minutes. 

14. bdog Says: 
April 28th. 2006 at 12:43 am 

A collapsed lung and a broken wrist are pretty serious—^BUT at least all of us were tough 
enough to stay conscious. 

15. Meagan Says: 
May 2nd. 2006 at 11:10 am 

I watched a friend of mine die when he fell off of the wego kite tube, it was the most awful 
thing I will ever expierence. He broke his neck when he hit the water. Please, please don't use 
this tube!! 

16. greg Says: 
May 4th. 2006 at 9:39 pm 

Anyone riding this thing should check this out. 
http://www.kfdml.com/engine.pl?station=kfdm«feid=14598&template^breakoutlocal.html 

17. Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube Claims Life Says: 
Mav 4th. 2006 at 11:17 pm 

[...] A link to this story was posted as a comment to an earlier post I made about the Kite 
Tube. Based on this story and a number ofthe comments to the last kite tube post it's not safe! 
Please don't take your life into your own hands with one of these. The constantly changing 
angle-of-attack, combined with weight shifts from the rider and the lack of drag make this an 
extremely unpredictable "kite". [...] 

18. Joe Says: 
May 9th. 2006 at 9:40 am 

I can;t belive the comments that i'm reading about. 
i'm realy freakmg out. 
my friend bought one and we flwe it this Sunday and he had a nasty spill whent the thing 
whent up and flipped over becuase ofthe wind that threw him off and he's def in one ear for 4 
weeks becuase he broke his eardrum when it smacked him down onto the water surface fter 
going 29 feet high © :( 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 
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we;re planning on doin it again> 
big tip: DON NOT USE IN HEAVY WINDS OR GUSTS, HAVE AN EXPERIENCED 
BOAT DRIVER. 

19. Brian Says: 

May nth. 2006 at 11:08 pm 

Meagan, please email me at brianmazzolafgigt.rr.com. Thank you. 

20. SCOTT Says: 
May 15th. 2006 at 2:22 pm 
I bought 1 last week we have come close to getting h flying how fast are you going to get it to 
fly 

21. wz7/Says: 

May 15th. 2006 at 7:32 pm 

Does anyone know which kite mbe is steadier the Manta or the WEGO KITE TUBE? 

22. Chris... Says: 
May 16th. 2006 at 3:39 pm , 
I bought one of these last week and I have ridden it approx. 7-8 times now and getting pretty 
good with it. Yesterday I flew about 20' or so probobly 5-6 different times with good control, 
it was really steady going up and coming down, when I was first using it, it come down 
sideways a few times but I just held on and it corrected itself Now on the other hand, a friend 
of mine was on it yesterday also and a gust of wind caught him and he quickly soared to about 
30' and got out of balance and flipped it and fell 30' at 30mph and he thought he broke his arm, 
although he didn't and he is alright. I honestly love this thing and think its a blast but after 
yesterday I dop't think I'm going to let my friends get on it unless they sign a release form or 
something and I will probobly only let like me and my brothers on it anymore. It can be 
dangerous but everything that really gets your adrenaline pumping is a little dangerous, I 
suggest just doing like the manual and video says and starting with the 45' rope for 12 times 
then the 55' rope for 24 times until you getused to it then the 65'. Good luck and stay 
balanced. 

23. Steve Says: 

May 17th. 2006 at 7:55 am 

scott, 

i have had mine for 2 weeks, flying it great! we were only doing about 27mph or 30. into a 10 
to 15 wind 
what is your email and i will send you some pics. 

24. Steve Says: 
May 17th. 2006 at 7:58 am 

correction on the speed only going 20 to 25mph 

http://www.steadywinds.comyarchives/2006/02/28/khe-tube/ 6/14/2006 
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25. SCOTT Says: 
May 17th. 2006 at 2:22 pm 

We have tried 25-35 mph we can but the winds were no more that a,bout lOmh my e-mail is 
maxie5612@,yahoo.com pics would be appreciated. 

26. Chris Says: 
May 19th. 2006 at 10:27 am 

My friend purchased the wego and we took it out, it was really fim at first, but then I was 
riding it and for no reason it took off about 40-50 feet in the air and went out of control and 
slammed me down hard onto the water. Now 1 am an avid wakeboarder, tube rider, thrill 
seeker, but this thing is going to kill someone! I recentely read that it did actually kill some 
one. Well we decided to try it again the next day and my friend was on h and it did the same 
thing to him went about 30 feet up then took a hard nose dive right to the water it wrapped him 
up in the tube and slammed him so hard it tore his ael in his knee and broke 2 ribs. This tube is 
a great idea but they need to redesign it. They had better watch out or as sue happy as this 
world is there will be a major lawsuit agmnst them. 

27. Steve Says: 
May 21 St. 2006 at 9:12 pm 

Chris, 
we have been getting some serious air on the tube also. One of my buddies stayed up for 35 • 
seconds( our longest ride ofthe day), he was @ lOtolS feet on this ride, i can relate to the nose 
dive, were you guys in cross winds or calm day? 

28. Taylor Says: 
May 21 st. 2006 at 10:20 pm 

I just bought one of these today and I will say it is alot of fim, but this thing can get out of 
control. As a former member ofthe Coast Guard I guess I should know better but I was pulling 
my friend and decided to push the envelope and I sent him into orbit, probably about 40'. My 
natural reaction was to pull back on the throttle, well that was the wrong thing to do becuse he 
came barreling down into the water and messed his knee up bad. Anyway we are going to keep 
using it, but we are going to be alot more careful. 

29. Taylor Says: 
May 22nd. 2006 at 3:55 pm 

Quick note I have ultimatly decided to sell this thing, I don't want to be responsible for killing 
a friend. I now think this thing is much to dangerous. I saw somewhere earlier that there are 
some guys from Texas. Just to let you know that a buddy of mine is a game warden here in 
Texas and this thing will be ILLEGAL to use buy the end ofthis summer, he assures me. So I 
guess ifyou are in Texas I would start thinking about selling as soon as you can because you 
won't be able to sell them after that. 

30. FTC924 Says: 
May 23rd. 2006 at 12:54 pm 

My friends and I had this monster out yesterday here in Illinois. We are all over 200 lbs and in 

http://www.steadywmds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 
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good shape and thought this thing would be easy. We hooked it to the back of our wave-nmner 
and began at 45'. We were able to hop across the water but the tube was definitely unsteady 
and would throw us off without notice like we were rag dolls. Towards the end of our first run 
we were able to get the mbe to aroimd 5 foot above the water for a few seconds at a time. The 
last run at 45' (before we were going to extend the rope to 55') I was at 5-8 foot above the 
water and the tube decided it was done and tumed over and face-planted me into the water. 1 
thought my jaw was broke. 

Since my jaw was not broke, we went to 55' and began to get this thhig to 10 feet. However, 
not matter what we di4 if we hit a gust of wind or a cross wind, the mbe would twist and timi 
and thow us off All this time we were keeping the MPH's aroimd 30-35 because we wanted to 
leam first. Then one my friends signaled to go faster so we upped the speed to 40 MPH and up 
he went to approx 15 feet. He seemed to have major problems keeping the tube steady at that 
height and speed and right before (and I mean right before) the tube decided to tum over and 
nose dive to the water, he jumped off and landed on his feet. We all think we was lucky. 

We finally decided to try the 65' foot length and I am man enough to say that we were not 
ready (or "I" was not ready). I was the first to try it and wanted to increase the speed to 40-45. 
During my run, I was easily flying 10-15 feet in the air and it seemed to me that I was getting 
the hang of it. But then I caught a huge gust of \yind that took me to 30 feet in the air instantly 
and then, even faster, it tumed to the left and then whipped to the right and threw me off into 
the water and I landed right on my back. It knocked the @'̂ Vo\$@ out of me and I could hardly 
breathe for a good 5-7 minutes. I thought my neck and back Avere shattered. 1 have not gone to 
the doctor yet but I have eaten two bottles of aspirin since yesterday. It does disturb me that I 
landed exacfly how that 33 year old guy landed in Texas that was killed. AND HE WAS 
ONLY AT 15 FEET. I was double that. 

Anjnvays, we do many extreme sports but are always m control and we can always push the 
sport to our abilities. One thing I know for sure, you cannot see the wind nor can you control it 
and while on the Wego Kite Tube it is hard to control it as well. One thing I notice in the 
manual you get with the mbe, it states that the weight limit ofthe tube is 2001bs but it seems to 
me that the hghter the person is, the more uncontrollable the tube wiU be since it is 10 feet 
wide, I thought the weight limit was 200 lbs because the tube would not get off the water at 
weights above 200. WRONG!!!! In fact, at the end ofthe day yesterday we decided to put two 
guys on the tube and ride it like a conventional tube whipping them in figure-S's and stuff like 
that. This is 425 lbs on this monster and as I whipped them around the first circle, they GOT 
AIR and were 2-3 feet over the water!!!!! 

I am calling Sportsstuff today for answers to my questions and will advise as to what they say. 

Does anyone have experience on the Manfra flying tube? It is easier to confrol when flying? I 
have watched the video and it does seem easier but then again it was being ridden by a 
professional. Someone please advise. 

31. Cody Says: 
May 24th. 2006 at 9:48 am 

The Manta is much safer than the WEGO, it has rope handles that you hold onto so that you 
can suck the wings in to steady it out, and fly for a few minutes at at time. I knew the WEGO 
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was gorma be bad news from the beginning. Now I won't even be able to do my favorite thing 
come to the end ofthe summer. 

32. JJSays: 
May 25th. 2006 at 3:27 pm 

We just got our Wego and it is AWESOME! I was a bit nervous the 1 st time out, but now I 
can't get enough, Ifyou and the boat driver/spotter take the time to watch the instmctional 
DVD, read the manual and actually use as directed it's a great ride! It takes getting use to and I 
recommend starting with the shortest ofthe ropes until you get comfortable with it, but we 
have had no problems towing at around 25-27 MPH. I can see how it would be dangerous if 
not used properly, but you can say that about anything. Common sense-it says right on the 
tube, only kite as high as your willing to fall. I give it two thumbs up!!! 

33. Shellie Says: 
May 26th. 2006 at 11:21 pm 

Wrap me in bubble wrap and give me a helmet, I'll try it! 

34. Michael Laninga Says: 
May 27th. 2006 at 11:44 am 

My son (18 years old) had a nasty crash on a Wego Kite Tube May 25th. He suffered a broken 
back and three broken bones in his left foot. He will be in a back brace for 6 - 8 weeks and 
require surgury on his foot. He missed his High School graduation and all night party too. 
Worse he has lost his summer employment at a youth camp. This is a very dangerous toy. 

35. James Says: 
May 28th. 2006 at 11:00 am 

Hi, i am thinkingabout getting a wego, but am wondering if our boat can handle it, its a 79 
doral 6cyl mercruzer 165h, can someone tell me if this is sufficiant, to pull this crazy thing, 
thanks James. 

36. Ul ripper Says: 
May 29th. 2006 at 10:54 am 

my name is hi ripper and i just got back from the hospital last night from crashmg down off 
the kite tube we had it hooked up to the tower in out boat not a good idea..i dont really rember 
what happened b/c i sitffered from amniesa but i was told i feell from 20 feet in the air and 
became imcounsious i recomend not getting one!!!!! 

37. Chris Says: 
May 30th. 2006 at 11:28 am 

I wrote earlier and told ya'll about my buddy that fell from about 30' weU he's getting better 
with a little shoulder pain still but will be ok. I had this thing out again this weekend and I 
have to say that I personally am getting pretty good with it, I can fly it about 15'-20' very 
smoothly and bring it back down no problem, 1 do have to say though that I ride motorcycles 
alot and do have pretty good balance, which I believe is the key to the kite tube. I am still the 
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only person that has been on my kite mbe who has not flipped off at some point. I love it and 
can't get enough. If the wind isn't blowing very much I'll get my wife to drop the throttle all 
the way down to about 40mph so that I can get more air but if the wind is blowmg pretty good 
or it is gusting then 25 works really well, I can get 15' with the 45' or the 65' rope easily. But I 
can see were a cross wind could throw you off course and put it out of control if you didn't 
expect it, so I suggest staying balanced and expect the worst and hope for the best when flying 
high but 1 have had no problems at all. Oh and 165HP should pull it fine, I have a 19'Chaparral 
vwth 190HP and it has no problems at all pulling it. Just be careful using the kite tube and 
follow ALL ofthe insfructions or ride at your own risk. 

38. Derek Says: 
Mav 30th. 2006 at 2:41 pm 

Ive taken hard/high(30') falls and next time im wearing a protec helmet and neck brace... 
maybe even a mouth piece, just dont use it in high winds,cross winds, use alot of air in the tube 
and alot of balance when your up there, also pull into the wind as sfraight on as you can 

39. James Says: 

May 31st. 2006 at 12:35 am 

hi,thanks chris ,i will ride carefully, cheers James 

40. jason Says: 
May 31st 2006 at 8:52 am 
Had my first experience this past Memorial day. Chris is dead on with the wind situation. It 
was pretty windy that day. The kite goes up very well, but ifyou have some wind gusts, no 
amount of balance is going to help you. It is like trying to fly an airplane with one wmg. it 
started the side to side shaking very violently and I came off of it at about 25'. Needless to say, 
the water feels like concrete when you hit it at that height and movmg at about 35mph. On a 
good ligt wind day, you should be able to fly it with some nifty balancing. Even though h hurt 
when I fell, i will get back on h again. A glutton for punishment i quess!! 

41. Steve Says: 
May 31st. 2006 at 5:41 pm 

O.K. guys here is our story... memorial day weekend, friend of ours was riding the kite tube 
on the 65 ft line, was flying great! at (^15 to 20' all ofa sudden he went to 40' in a split 
second, he had excellent confrol ofthis thing, he got a bit nervous and couldnt figure how to 
get it down lower, we backed of throttle a bit and tube went sideways and threw hma off 
unfortimally he suffered a compressed vertabrae. i have posted here before and wanted to see if 
you guys could control the up and down on this thing, the fall he took was not really from the 
40ft because he was comming back down when we throttled back, the side ofthe tube actually 
hit the water first and then slung him off. we have been very carefull when flying this thing. . 
we all will still ride, i really believe this is the most exfreme water sport out there. 

42. Steve Says: 
Mav 31st 2006 at 5:45 pm 
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Hey chris send me some pics!!!! stevewbarco(g).aol.com 

43. Steve Says: 

May 31st 2006 at 5:54 pm 

FTC, 
let me know when you talk to sportsstuff im interested in what they have to say 
thanks 

44. Chris Says: 
June 1st 2006 at 4:13 pm 

Steve, 
Not saying it was the boat drivers fault in this case but I've been thinking about this same 
situation and this is what I have come up with. If he was flying it great at 20' then the only 
thing that shot him up further was a gust of wind unless someone was playing around too 
much and dropped the throttle to send him up higher. I thirdc if the driver would have remained 
steady on the throttle that just as soon as that gust of vidnd settled down then he would have 
come down as well. I have experienced this and just remained balanced and it would come 
back down after a few seconds or so. But another thing I've been thinking about is this.. .if 
someone is 40' in the air on a 65' rope then that only leaves about 50' horizontel distance from 
the kite tube to the boat and at 30mph you cover approx. 44' per second so if the boat driver 
panics and drops the throttle all the way down and the boat stops it wouldn't take much for the 
kite mbe to drift over the boat and drop the rider into the boat, which could mean serious 
injury or death. If my math is off I am sorry but this COULD I believe happen, someone please 
correct me if I am wrong. But like in your case you said the kite tube was already decendmg 
then you backed off the throttle, so in a sense you backing off the throttle caused the kite tube 
to lose any lift from underneath that it might have had to bring it down smoothly which caused 
it to flip sideways and down into the water. I really hope your friend gets better and I have sent 
you a few pics l3ut I still have to get some better ones. 

45. Chris Says: 
June Ist 2006 at 4:22 pm 

Ohh I forgot to tell you guys that I rode the kite tube backwards this past weekend for a few 
seconds, I just sit down and grabbed the handles and it went up maybe 4' off the water... feft 
kinda wierd and I didn't have much confrol and didn't want to break my record of no falls so I 
turned back around but my brothers were tripping out. It was a nice view though.. .you could 
actually see very well just how high you really was. 

46. peter pond Says: 
June 2nd. 2006 at 8:33 am 

used the kite mbe for 1st time last weekend,everything was great td i shot to 30' instantly,the 
tube started getting very unstable up there,so i bailed,hit the water so hard it ripped my shorts 
in two,rested on the beach for 20 minutes,tried agian,same thing ,back up to 30',came crashing 
down,i don't think my body can handle a 3rd violent mipact,and everyone else is to scared to 
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use the mbe because they might get shot to 30'+.so my question is if we go shorter than 45' on 
the tow line,to say 25' will this eliminate the threat of going to high,but still allow for some lift 
off the water,and being a safe distance from the prop????? 

47. Chris Says: 
June 2nd. 2006 at 11:35am 

Man just my opinion, 25' might be a little too short, it might be difficult starting off with the 
washout from the inside ofthe wake being so close, I would think it would try and submarine 
really bad, I would try 35' or even 40' first, but ifyou called sportssmff they might have a 
better answer for you from the safety end, I don't think the prop would be an issue though. 
Something to keep in mind for next time, I know you can't see the wind or anything but ifyou 
shoot up to 30' really quick then it may be gustmg too bad to fly it for that day, I think the 
DVD that comes with it says something about it. 

48. HeyTone Says: 
June 3rd. 2006 at 1:08 am 

My brother recently went to 65' rope, and he got h on video. His friends are absolutely nuts 
and some ofthe wipe outs are downright violent. There's two videos at the following link if 
you want to check it out. 

HeyTone.com movies 

49. Duane H. Says: 
June 6th. 2006 at 3:33 pm 

We saw this video at Bass Pro Shops and went out and bought it. We stalled out at 65 feet of 
rope at approx. 35 MPH. My friend Kevin was doing great for the first 5 minutes and we were 
amazed at the hieght we were getting. The next thing we knew he shot up high in the air and 
was slammed down on his right side at fiill speed. He was knocked unconcious and had to be 
pulled from the water with rescue breaths given to revive him. We took it back the next day. 

50. Mark Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 8:28 am 

I wish we had the problem of getting to high on the Wego Kite Tube. We cannot get the tube 
off the water. The area just below the recessed foot holds is always touching the water. The 
first weekend the tube was under inflated, because we had no foot pump, that explained that. 
The second weekend we had it fully inflated, 150-160 pound rider, 10 mile hour head wind, 
and still could not get the mbe into the air. The riders have all watched the video. We used 
both the 65' and 55' foot lengths and have tried speeds up to 30 miles on hour. We have 23' -
250 horse 1/0 - deck boat, with the tow rope attachment about 2/3 ofthe way up the fransom. 
Any suggestions would be greatiy apprecaited. Thanks 

51. Steve Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:44 am 
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Mark, 

Keep riding, it will take a few fries to get accustomed to. you should let the tube do all the 
work, we struggled with this, we were trying to really yank on the handle to make it fly. that is 
the wrong thing to do. just graddually pull back and the wind should do the rest, make sure the 
tube is properly inflated very important!!!! be patient, this thing vnll soar, i have posted here 
before., and PLEASE BE CAREFUL!!!!!!! 
we usually run anywhere between 28 to 32mph depending on the wind, there should be no 
problem getting a 150 tO 1601b guy or girl up. send me you email i will send you some pics 

52. Michael Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:09 pm 

We tried this last weekend. It was a blast. Started with the rope at 65 feet behind a Seadoo. 
Had a little trouble with control at first but once we figured out to go dfrectly into the wdnd it 
was fine. Ifyou get out of confrol just sit dovm and the tube will go back down to the water. 
Even my almost 50 year old mom had a blast. 

53. Calestie Says: 
June7th. 2006 at 11:19pm 

Our family bought the wego kite tube. We all sat down together and watched the instructional 
video twice!! We are all experienced baoters and have been boating for years. My husband 
crashed hard on the tube. He was coughing up blood and had to be lifeflighted to closest 
hospital. Has broken ribs, bruised, and abdominal problems. This tube is NOT SAFE!!!!! We 
followed instmctions exactiy. It is totally unpredictable. DO NOT BUY IT!!!!! 

54. Rod Says: 
June 8th. 2006 at 4:06 pm 

We bought a Wego Kite Tube, tried it for a couple weekends, and returned it this week. It can 
be very dangerous! Please be sure it is properly inflated, do not use in unsteady winds, and the 
boat driver should never let the tube get more than 5 feet off the water. The kite can easily soar 
to 25-30 feet, and dump you off hard. We are experienced boaters and tubers, and think this 
mbe wiU eventually do the same thing to anyone who uses it. It can be a lot of fun, till 
someone gets hurt. The last time we used the mbe, the rider hit the water and was 
unconscience for about 10 seconds. We experienced a moderate concussion, bruised ribs, 
coughing up blood, and severe headaches in the short time we used it. Definately not worth the 
risks!! 

55. Davit/Says: 
June9th. 2006 at 11:24 am 

I just foimd this site while looking for information about the Wego Kite Tube after a 17 year-
old in Winter Haven, Florida sustained a life-threatening injury while using this product. The 
young man is an experienced wake-boarder who was preparing for the professional circuit (the 
boat driver was also experienced). This young man sustained a 30-40 foot fall when a sudden 
gust of wind lifted the mbe from 10 feet to that height and then flipped him over. He sustained 
a dissection ofthe aorta and has survived only because of prompt emergency care and 6-hour 
surgery in Tampa. 

http://www.steadywinds,com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-mbe/ 6/14/2006 

http://Steadywinds.com
http://www.steadywinds,com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-mbe/


6-16-06; 4 :39PM;G. L. C. A. DISPACH ;928e0S63l5 # 26/ 31 

Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube! ? Page 13 of 15 
] ) 

060614HCC3606 ' Exhibit H 

This product may provide "thrills," but so does Russian roulette, which is what you are playing 
every time you take a ride on this kite tube. This young man was not an inexperienced "hot 
dog": he was athletic and experienced. This product should be taken off the market!!! 
Wamings on the tube or on "instmctional videos" are not a defense for the continued sale of 
this product. 

For those of you considering purchase and/or use of this kite tube, PLEASE review the many 
intemet postings available. If you still decide to use it make sure you have major medical 
coverage and funeral arrangements. 

56. Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » More Kite Tube Problems... Says: 
June 9th. 2006 at 12:06 pm 

[...] Kite Tube!? WOWT \ Kite Tubing Writes [...] 

57. Troy Says: 
June lOth. 2006 at 2:46 am 

I have been a boater for many years, my family and I love to tube. 
When I first saw the Wego Kite Tube (overtons I believe) I had to have one. After 1 trip to the 
lake and some forum searching, I am putting my mbe on ebay. This tube has the potential of 
hurting many people, and the one ultimately responsible v̂ iU be the boat driver. TTiis tube will 
go from skimming the top ofthe water to 20 feet in a blink of an eye. Now this wouldnt be so 
bad at 15 or so mph. I had a 190 pounder at over 40 mph before the tube would lift in a low 
wind situation. Falling off at 40 mph would not be fim. 
I encourage anyone to watch the videos posted on this site before purchasing a kite tube. Look 
at how violent the crashes are. Thmk of the liability involved if someone gets injured behind 
your boat, or worse. Friends are friends until they are layed up, unable to work, bills are piling 
up lawsuit to follow. 

58. Cader Says: 
June 12th. 2006 at 12:31 pm 

I got on one this weekend and I have to say this is sweet! 
My brother-in-law took about a 10' spill on his head and got a headache but he has has much 
worse on his air chair. Granted we were out on a pretty windy day and we shouldn't have been 
on the first time out. 

I keep reading about people getting hurt on this but a lot of them are starting out with the 65' 
length rope and / or putting it on a ski tower, BOTH of which the instmctions say NOT to 
do!!! 

There is a post about a 100' rope on a tower: 
still recovering Says: 
April 20tii, 2006 at 12:53 am 
Using a 100 foot line or tieing to the tower is just stupid. I did a nose dive at 10' and ended up 

in the er. If someone does that at 40' or 75' their dead. 

Not to sound callus but what do you expect? When you don't follow dfrections you get hurt -
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no matter the product. 

59. John Stabler Says: 
. June 13th. 2006 at 5:19 pm 

I'm all for safe water sports. You should stick within your hmits. You need a driver and 
spotter who know what they're doing. With practice you will control the Wego and not the 
other way round. But you need to take it slowly and identify unsuitable conditions. Wear 
appropriate safety gear and ifyou drive/own the boat you should be insured. 
Personally I like the Wego and it can be alot of fun when used properly. Sure, I've fallen off a 
few times (sometimes spectacularly) but never from a height to cause major damage. You 
should not be flying it at more than 15'. The thing says on it "Don't fly higher than you're 
wflling to fall". If it's going too high for you then there is something wrong and you shoxddn't 
be using it. 

Dopes on Ropes - Water Skiing and Kite Tubing 

60. admin Says: 
June 13th. 2006 at 8:20 pm 

John, 

From a kite point of view it is not stable, so I am not sure how it can be used safely at aU. A 
flat kite needs drag to fly and keep it pointed mto the wind. On a flat kite this usually done 
using some sort of tail or drogue shoot. What I see in the videos etc is the kite starts to cobra, 
this is when the kite starts to oscilate back and forth and sort of looks like a snake dancing. 
This is where you get into frouble... if it sways too much one side ofthe kite will catch a little 
more wind and keep going and dump the rider and the kite will crash, usually in a nose dive. 

justmy 2cents,. 

-Bill 

Leave a Reply 

Name (required) 

Mail (will not be published) (required) 

Website 
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"Ray Tsuneyoshi" To: <KBergersen@azgfd.gov>, <anelson@npgcable,com>, 
<RTSUNEYOSHI@dbw. <michael_mcginnis@nps.gov>, <firstaid@citlink.net>, 
ca.gov> <doug.schuster@co.mohave.aE,us>, 5:awirti@fs,fed.us>, 

cc: <EHuntsman@a2gfd.g0v>, <fmessman@ndow,org>, 
06/12/2006 11:02 AM <CWall@azgfd.gov>, <JSacco@azgfd.gov> 
MST Subject: Re: Kite Tubes 

What is kind of weird coincidence is that I was just in flight ,fr om Tennessee to Sacramento, reading the "Sky Mall 
" magazine. The ad for the "Sky Kite " pops up just as th pilot announces that we are flying over Lake Powell. Just 
from the photo's it looks like there is a potential for instability and no protection for the occupant. 
RayT 

Original Message 
From: Kevin Bergersen <KBergersen@azgfd.gov> 
To: aneIson@npgcable.com <anelson@npgcable.com>; michael_mcginnis@nps.gov 
<michael_mcginnis@nps.gov>; firstaid@citlink.net <firstaid@citlink.net>; doug.schuster@co.mohave.az.us 
<doug,schuster@co,mohaye.az.us>; awirtz@fs.fed.us<awirtz@fs.fed.us>;,D_Toporek@MCSO.maricopa.gov 
<D_Toporek@MCSO.maricopa.gov>; mary_hinson@nps.gov <mary_hinson@nps.gov>; 
darren.simmons@co.yuma.az.us<darren.simmons@co.yuma.az.us>; jcooley@fs.fed.us<jcooley@fs.fed.us>; 
gpeaslee@pr.state.az.us <gpeaslee@pr.state.az.us>; dale_enlow@fws.gov <dale_enlow@fws.gov>; 
michael_dodson@blm.goy <michael_dodson@blm.gov>; jim_holland@nps.goy <jim_holland@nps.gov>; 
IrvineG@ci.lake-hayasu-city.az.us <IrvineG@ci.lake-hayasu-city.az,us>; azfoot@yahoo.com 
<azfoot@yahoo.com>; rknotts@pr.state.az.us <rkn0tts@pr.state.a2.us>; atafoya@cybertrails.com 
<atafoya@cyb6rtrails.com>; tlister@fs.fed.us <tlister@fs.fed.us>; Mark_Law@nps.goy <Mark_Law@nps.gov>; 
steve_luckesen@nps.gov <steve_luckesen@nps.goy>; revans@pr.state.az.us <reyans@pr.state.az.us>; 
tim.sonier@co.mohave.az.us<tim.sonier@co,mohayc.az.us>; Chris_Pergiel@nps.gov <Chris_PergieI@nps.gov>; 
randy.johnson@co.mohave.az.us<randy.johnson@co.mohave.az,us>; bpendley@pr.state.az.us 
<bpendley@pr.state.az.us>; Rick_Bennett@nps.gov <Rick_Bennett@nps.gov>; ron.voss@co.yuma.az.us 
<ron.voss@co.yuma.az.us>; Kerry_Haut@nps.goy <Kerry_Haut@nps.gov>; dirk_murphy@nps.gov 
<dirk_murphy@nps.goy>; mark_pita@nps.gov <mark_pita@nps.gov>; cdigerolamo@bullheadschools.com 
<cdigeroIamo@bullheadschools.com>; randd@redriyernet.com <randd@redriyernet.com>; 
PNewman@dl 1,uscg.mil <PNewnian@dl l.uscg.mil>; SlomaR@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us 
<SlomaR@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us>; bmaddox@sbcsd.org <bmaddox@sbcsd.org>; cbrooks@pr.state.az.us 
<cbrooks@pr.state.az.us>; baxlund@coconino.az.gov <baxlund@coconino.az.gov> 
CC: Ray Tsuneyoshi; Ed Huntsman <EHuntsman@azgfd.gov>; Fred Messman <fmessman@ndow.org>; Cindy 
Wall <CWall@azgfd.gov>; Joe Sacco <JSacco@azgfd.gov> 
Sent: Mon Jun 12 08:49:44 2006 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes -

FYI - There's a new water "toy" out there and many of have already had to pick up the pieces, so a few of you 
already know that we've already input one Arizona boat accident report on these "tube kites" unfortunatley I 
expect more. 

Kevin 

Original Message 
From: Robert Baron fmailto:erfpmdl@cox.net1 
Sent: Fri 6/9/2006 10:47 PM 
To: Kevin Bergersen; Howard Munding 
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

I wonder ifyou have seen any injuries from this device on Phoenix area lakes? Watch out for them. They can 
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be very traumatic. 

Bob Baron 

From: Luckesen fmai Ito: Luckesen@hughes.netl 
Sent: Friday, June 09,2006 8:59 AM 
To: Kiko Augusto Villalon; Dr. Robert Baron; Richard Blackman; Bill Furbee; Jennifer Killeen; erny kuncl; 

Jim Ixach; Fred Messmann; Joe and Nancy; Rngrram@aol.com; Todd Schwede; Ted Woolley 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

In the past three weeks we have had to Airvac four serious injured people from Lake Powell that were engaged 
in a new water activity called Kite Tubing. This activity involves a large round inflated tube that is towed behind a 
boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air to a height of 15 to 60 feet. Coinrolling 
a kite tube is extremely challenging and the slightest upset in its balance cause the tub to dive down into the water at 
a high rate of speed. The individual on these tubes impacted the water at both the forward tow speed ofthe vessel 
and then at the downward accelerated speed, which can be as high as 70 MPH. As a medic I have responded to three 
of these calls in a one week period and my Kite Tubing patients all had to be Airvac to Level I Trauma Centers. A 
29-year-old male who suffered a broken neck (double Fx of C-2) and a 26-year-oId male with a hemopneumothorax 
produced by broken ribs. My third patient a 14.-year old female suffered a whiplash injury and was released from 
the hosipital. Several weeks' earlier another Medic had a similar case at Lake Powell involving a young man with a 
severely punctured lung. Several local hospitals have reported recently seeing Kite Tube patients with simular 
injuries from people that have self transported to their facilities. Taking with other water enforcement agencies they 
are seeing Kite Tubing injuries and I have heard ofone fatality in Texas. This death was due to a transected aortic 
commonly seen in deceleration auto and airplane type accidents. Interviews with friends and fainily members of 
patients have shown a disturbing trend with this use. In all cases at Glen Canyon NRA, multiple minor Kite Tubing 
injuries occurred with other members ofthe boating party prior to the incidents that required advanced life support. 
All victims stated they were using the kite tubes as directed when they suddenly lifted to dangerous heights, became 
unstable, and plunged up side down into the water, Friends ofthe victims that did not immediately report their 
injuries advised that they had coughing up blood, had torn muscles, whiplash type injuries and broken ribs. 

Go to the following Intemet link and then click on the video section in the upper right hand corner. These clip 
show graphically what can happen with these devices. 

http://www.kutv,com/video/?id=l 6192@kuty.davport.com < 
http://www.kutv.com/video/7id—16192@kutv.dayport.com> 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16155@kutv.davport.com < 
http://www.ku tv.com/video/?id=l 6155@kuty.dayport.com>. 

http://www.break.com/index/tubingtakeoffhtml 

Glen Canyon is considering banding these device from boating activities on Lake Powell and Dr. Baron has 
also taken an active role in banding these devices. 

Steve 

mailto:Luckesen@hughes.netl
mailto:Rngrram@aol.com
http://www.kutv,com/video/?id=l
mailto:6192@kuty.davport.com
http://www.kutv.com/video/7id�16192@kutv.dayport.com
http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=16155@kutv.davport.com
http://www.ku
mailto:6155@kuty.dayport.com
http://www.break.com/index/tubingtakeoffhtml
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department ofthe Interior 

InsideNPS 
Information Gateway for NPS Employees 

GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 
Two In jured in Kite Tubing Accidents 

Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "kite tubing" accidents in the park last weekend. In both cases, the 
victims were riding kite tubes towed by boats when they lost control of the device. Each then fell into Lake Powell from 
heights of between 10 and 40 feet. Kite hjbes are large, round inflated tubes that are towed by boats at 20 to 40 mph. 
The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air from 15 to 60 feet. Controlling a kite tube is extremely 
challenging and the slightest upset in its balance causes it to fall into the water. The first incident occurred on Friday, 
June 2nd, at approximately 2:30 p.m. near the Bullfrog area, A 29-year-old man from Sf. George, Utah, was riding a 
kite lube when he lost control and fell from a height of 35 to 40 feet while moving al approximately 35 to 40 mph. He 
suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog Medical Clinic to SL Mary's Hospital in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. He was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing, but.the other two 
sustained only minor injuries and were not treated. Qn the afternoon of Saturday, June 3rd, a 14-y.ear-old girl from 
Houston, Texas, fell from 10 to 15 feet from her kite tube while being towed at 20 to 25 mph. She lost consciousness 
when she struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was flown by helicopter from 
Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction. After further examination at the hospital, she was released 
without serious injuries. These were the third and fourth accidents this year involving kite tubes. The first accident 
occurred on April 7th and resulted in a punctured lung caused by broken ribs; the second was on May 22nd, when 
another person sustained injuries to the chest and back while using a kite tube. Both of these incidents involved kite 
tube riders losing control of the device and falling Into the water while moving at a high rate of speed. The individuals 
involved in these accidents were also transported by helicopter to the hospital. This is the first season that park 
rangers at Glen Canyon have seen kite tubes on the lake. Please see the related safety alert on kite tubing in this 
issue for additional information and for links to two TV news videos on kite tubing accidents. 

More Information 

Contact Information 
Name: Kevin Schneider, Management Assistant 

http://lnside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handier=viewprintheadline&type=lncidents&id=2616 

http://inside.nps.Kov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type-Incidents&id=2616 6/14/2006 

http://lnside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handier=viewprintheadline&type=lncidents&id=2616
http://inside.nps.Kov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type-Incidents&id=2616
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GLEN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 

Two Injured in Kite Tubing Accidents 

Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "kite tubing" accidents in the park last weekend. In both cases, the 
victims were riding kite tubes towed by boats when they lost control of the device. Each then fell into Lake Powell from 
heights of between 10 and 40 feet. Kite hJbes are large, round inflated tubes that are towed by boats at 20 to 40 mph. 
The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air from 15 to 60 feet Controlling a kite tube is extremely 
challenging and the slightest upset in its balance causes it to fall into the water. The first incident occurred on Friday, 
June 2nd, at approximately 2:30 p.m. near the Bullfrog area. A 29-year-old man from SL George, Utah, was riding a 
kite tube when he lost control and fell from a height of 35 to 40 feet while moving at approximately 35 to 40 mph. He 
suffered a broken neck and was flown by helicopter from the Bullfrog Medical Clinic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. He was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing, but the other two 
sustained only minor injuries and were not treated. On the afternoon of Saturday, June 3rd, a 14-year-old girl from 
Houston, Texas, fell from 10 to 15 feet from her kite tube while being towed at 20 to 25 mph. She lost consciousness 
when she struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was flown by helicopter from 
Iceberg Canyon to SL Mary's Hospital In Grand Junction. After further examination at the hospital, she was released 
without serious injuries. These were the third and fourth accidents this year involving kite tubes. The first accident 
occuned on April 7th and resulted in a punctured lung caused by broken ribs; the second was on May 22nd, when 
another person sustained injuries to the chest and back while using a kite tube. Both of these incidents involved kite 
tube riders losing control of the device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate of speed. The individuals 
involved in these accidents were also transported by helicopter to the hospital. This is the first season that park 
rangers at Glen Canyon have seen kite tubes on the lake. Please see the related safety alert on kite tubing in this 
Issue for additional information and for links to two TV news videos on kite tubing accidents. 

More Information 

Contact Information 
Name: Kevin Schneider, Management Assistant 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&lype=lncidents&id=2616 

http://inside.nps.Kov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=Incidents&id=2616 6/14/2006 

http://inside.nps.gov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&lype=lncidents&id=2616
http://inside.nps.Kov/index.cfm?handler=viewprintheadline&type=Incidents&id=2616
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Junes, 2006 06-12 

Glen Canyon National 
Recreation Area 

691 Scenic View Dr. 
POBox 1507 
Page, AZ 86040-1507 

CONTACT: Kevin Schneider 
928-608-6208 

Glen Canyon News Release 

Two Injured in "Kite Tubing" Accidents Last Weekend 

Page, Ariz. - Two people were injured in separate, unrelated "Kite Tubing" accidents 
this past weekend at Glen Canyon National Recreation Area. In both cases, the victims 
were riding Kite Tubes towed by boats when they lost control of the device. The victims 
fell into the waters of Lake Powell from heights between lo and 40 feet. 

The first incident occurred on Friday, June 2 at approximately 2:30 pm near the Bullfrog 
area. The victim, a 29 year- old male from St. George, Utah, was riding a Kite Tube 
when he lost control and fell from a height of 35- 40 feet, while moving at approximately 
35- 40 mph. He suffered a broken neck and was flown by hehcopter from the Bullfrog 
Medical CHnic to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction, Colorado. He was the third 
person in his party that day to be injured while Kite Tubing. The other two individuals 
reported they had minor injuries and were not treated. 

On Saturday afternoon, Jvme 3, a 14- year old girl from Houston, Texas, fell 10-15 feet 
from her Kite Tube while being towed at 20- 25 mph. She lost consciousness when she 
struck the water. Park rangers immediately responded to the incident and she was 
flown by hehcopter from Iceberg Canyon to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction, 
Colorado. After further examination at the hospital, she was released without serious 
injuries. 

These were the third and fourth accidents this year at Glen Canyon National Recreation 
Area involving Kite Tubes. The first accident occurred on April 7 and resulted in a 
punctured limg caused by broken ribs. On May 22, a second person had injuries to their 
chest and back while using a Kite Tube. Both of these incidents involved Kite Tube 
riders losing control ofthe device and falling into the water while moving at a high rate 
of speed. The individuals involved in these accidents were also transported by 
hehcopter to the hospital. 

Kite Tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20- 40 mph. The user 
holds onto the Kite Tube as it rises into the air, 15- 60 feet from the surface ofthe water. 
Controlling a Kite Tube is extremely challenging, and the slightest upset in its balance 
causes the Kite Tube to fall into the water. As a newcomer to the market, this is the first 
season park rangers at Glen Canyon have observed their use. 

- unvw.nps.govlglca -

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA'" 
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 
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mph and most were 15 to 20 feet in the air when they were either ejected orturne 
accelerated back to the water. Another 10 to 20 mph of speed is added to their fo 
the victims are hitting the water at 45 to 55 mph. These accidents are therefore th] 
70 foot cliff jump, with the added component of the victims having no control over 
impact the water. 

More Information.,. 

Contact Information 
Name: Mike Mayer, Chief Ranger 

about inside.nps.gov | feedback 

http://classicinside.nps.gov/headline.cftn?type=Announcements&id=4523 6/9/2006 

http://inside.nps.gov
http://classicinside.nps.gov/headline.cftn?type=Announcements&id=4523
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Kevin Schneider To: David Bama/WASO/IMPS@NPS, Elaine Sevy/WASO/NPS@NPS, Karen 
• nfim/?nnfi n7-4l AM Breslin/DENVER/NPS@NPS, James Doyle/DENVER/NPS@NPS. 

7 2 / MQT Patricia Turley/DENVER/NPS@NPS, Rick Frost/DENVER/NPS@NPS, 
cc: 

MST 
Subject: Grand Junction Daily Sentinel: Two injured at Lake Powell riding popular 

kite tubes 

Two injured at Lake Powell riding popular kite tubes 

Wednesday, June 07,2006 

By SALLY SPAULDING 

The Daily Sentinel 

Two people were injured at Lake Powell last weekend while riding "kite tubes" pulled by boats in the Glen 
Canyon National Recreation Area. 

Botfi victims, a 29-year-old male from St. George, Utah, and a 14-year-old girl from Houston, Texas, were 
flown to St. Mary's Hospital in Grand Junction for treatment. 

Kite tubes are large, round inflated tubes towed by a boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite 
tube as it rises into the air, 15 to 60 feet from the surface of the water. 

The product was released widely on the market this year and runs about $500. 

This is the first season park rangers at Glen Canyon have observed the use of kite tubes, said Kevin 
Schneider ofthe National Park Service. 

The first incident ofthe weekend occurred on Friday near the Bullfrog Marina area. The 29-year-old male 
lost control of the kite tube and fell roughly 40 feet while moving at approximately 40 mph. 

He suffered a broken neck and was the third person in his party that day to be injured while kite tubing. 

On Saturday, the 14-year-old girl was being towed at about 25 mph when she fell between 10 and 15 
feet. 

She lost consciousness when she struck the water and was flown from the Iceberg Canyon area ofthe 
lake to St. Mary's. 

She was released from the hospital without "serious" injuries, according to Schneider, 

Schneider said the weekend accidents were the third and fourth accidents this year at Glen Canyon 
National Recreation Area involving kite tubes. 

The first two incidents also sent victims to St. Mary's Hospital and involved broken bones, a punctured 
lung and other injuries. 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 



6 - 1 6 - 0 6 ; 4 : 3 9 P M ; G . L. C. A. D ISPACH ; 9 2 8 6 0 6 6 3 1 5 # - 7 / 3 1 

060614HCC3606 Exhibit H 

Kevin Schneider 

:.-.vK̂ .- 06/08/2006 07:41 AM 
MST 

fyi 

To: Kitty Roberts/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Nancie E Ames/GLC/VNPS@NPS, 
Susan Perkins/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Stan 
BunTan/GLC/VNPS@rNlPS, Pat Quinn/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Hank 

cc: 
Subject: Fw: Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
928-608-6208 
— Fonwarded by Kevin Schneider/GLCA/NPS on 06/08/2006 07:40 AM • 

"Paul Ostapuk" 
<postapuk@cableone.n 
et> 

06/08/2006 07:39 AM 
MST 

To: <Kevin_Schneider@nps.gov> 
cc: 

Subject: Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 

Hi Kevin, 

I wanted to let you know that the Friends of Lake Powell has started a letter writing campaign to remove 
this new dangerous product from the market. 

Have spoken to the manufacturer (Sportsstuff) and several distributors asking them to give this product 
immediate attention. 

Thank you foryour recent press release and have fun at the celebrations at Park Service Headquarters, 
am on my way out of town to the Old Spanish Trail Annual Convention and will miss today's planned 
activities. 

Paul Ostapuk 
Friends of Lake Powell 

mailto:Kevin_Schneider@nps.gov
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"Robert Baron" To: "Mayer, Mike" <Mike_Mayer@NPS.gov> 
<erfpmd1@cox.net> cc: "Steve Luckesen" <Luckesen@Hughes.Net>, '"Baron, Robert'" 

<erfpmd 1 @cox. net> 
0̂ 6̂ 07/2006 10:06 PM 3̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ W : Kite Tubes 

FYI 

From: Robert Baron [mailto:erfpmdl@cox.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 07, 2005 10:06 PM 
To: Kitty Roberts (Kitty_Roberts@nps.gov) 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

Kitty, • 

I have been following the cases of injuries concerning the operation of Kite Tubes. 1 believe the 
information collected on the lake, the need to airlift 4 people from the lake in 3 weeks with 1 having a 
broken neck and 2 others having major chest injuries suggests that this "toy" is just plain too dangerous. 
If you have not seen video clips of the use of these kites, please go to KUTV.com, click on the video 
section in the upper right hand corner and click the button that says "see all". Scroll through the options 
and there you will find a clip from 6/5 & 6/5. These videos show graphically what can happen with these 
devices. 

Kitty, I have heard that your Rangers are suggesting the writing of a compendium that would ban the use 
of these Kite Tubes on the lake. From an injury prevention viewpoint, I have to agree. Please let me 
know how this all progresses. 

Sincerely, 

Bob Baron 

mailto:Mike_Mayer@NPS.gov
mailto:erfpmd1@cox.net
mailto:Luckesen@Hughes.Net
mailto:erfpmdl@cox.net
mailto:Kitty_Roberts@nps.gov
http://KUTV.com
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Bmce Malloy 

s>^ 05/1.0/2006 09:34 AM 
CDT 

To: Randy Y Larson/PAIS/NPS@NPS 
cc: Dale Anlonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, Dennis Weiland/CH1C/NPS@NPS, 

Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, Linden Schlenker/BICA/NPS@NPS. 
Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS. Mike 

Subject: Re: Kite TubingU 

Thanks for the heads up on this potentially dangerous activity. We have not experienced any interest in 
these types of "above the water" activities. But we anticipated that we would in the future, therefore last 
year we crafted and implemented a Compendium prohibition on all of these activities except 
windsurfing/sailboarding. We have not had any comments, negative or positive, on this prohibition. 

^ 1.5 Closures and Public Use Limits 
(a) Consistent with applicable legislation and Federal administrative policies, and based upon a 
determination that such action is necessary for the maintenance of public health and safety, protection of 
environmental or scenic values, protection of natural or cultural resources, aid to scientific research, 
implementation of management responsibilities, equitable allocation and use of facilities, or the 
avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities, the superintendent may: 
(J) Establish, for all or a portion of a park area, a reasonable schedule of visiting hours, impose public 
use limits, or close all or a portion ofa park area to all public use or to a specific use or activity. 

Kitesurfing, kiteboarding, hang gliding, and parasailing (board riding while attached to 
wind-driven parachute-like objects or wing devices and/or towed by a vessel or vehicle) are 
prohibited. The closure is in effect on all park waters. 

Kitesurfing/boarding, hang gliding, and parasailing within the National Recreation Area has been 
deemed an inappropriate activity given safety concems and resource conflicts that the par]< is 
mandated to prevent. The reservoir is a highly used public area with many recreational activities 
including swimming, fishing, camping, and boating. These activities have a long history of 
compatible use. Kitesurfing/boarding, and parasailing requires large open areas free of people, 
obstacles, and other activities. Accepted safety practices by kitesurfing/boarding and parasailing 
associations and groups advocate no kiteboard or parasailing use in swim areas and avoidance of 
obstacles. A kite or parasail being operated in the air has a reach of at least 100' and kite lines under 
tension can cut anything they touch like a razor. Hang gliding while attached to a vessel or vehicle is 
also prohibited due to the inherent safety risks associated with this activity and the dangers to others 
either in the towing vessel/vehicle or others nearby. A closure will ensure the safety of park visitors 
and avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities. This closure does not include 
sailboarding, where a sail is permanently affixed to the board. 

Bruce Malloy 
Chief Ranger 
Amistad National Recreation Area 
4121 Veterans Blvd. 
Del Rio, Texas 78840 
830-775-7492 ext 213 

Randy Y Larson 

Randy Y Larson 

05/09/2006 12:39 PM 
CDT 

To: Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS 
cc: Bruce Malloy/AMIS/NPS@NPS, Dale Antonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, 

Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS, Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, 
Linden Schlenker/BICA/NPS@NPS, Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS 

Subject: Re: Kite TubingQ 
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We have not experienced Kite Tubing but the rage on the coastlines of the country over the last several 
years is Kiteboarding (also called Kitesurfing). Kiteboarders use snhallish like surfboards with footstraps 
tethered by a 30 meter kevlar line to a parachute. With strong winds kiteboarders use the parachute sail 
to achieve surface speeds of 30 MPH and in doing so can actually "take off' and get airborne for brief 
periods. 

Our primary concern was a myriad of visitor safety conflicts. At 20-30 MPH a kevlar line could actually 
sever a limb or neck of a sunbather, swimmer, windsurfer, etc. Further compounding our issue is that 
PAIS is one of the top 5 windsurfing areas in the country. Windsurfing is embraced and managed by the 
park and fully compatible with our mission. However the two issues were not compatible together. 
Windsurfers generally sail perpendicular to the wind while kiteboarders travel parallel with the wind. What 
we were seeing was an "unguarded intersection" with the potential for a cross collision or "clothesline" at 
a combined speed of 35-50 MPH. A kevlar line across a body could be disastrous. 

We spent a lot of time debating the issue in the park and I met with two local outfitters in Corpus Christi 
who had the majority ofthe kiteboarding business. As I looked into accepted safety practices by 
kiteboarding associations and various kiteboarding group I found commonly accepted standards that 
advocated no kiteboard use in swim areas and avoidance of crowded beaches. In the end a closure was 
deemed necessary to ensure the safety of park visitors and avoid conflict with other visitor use activities. 

We talked over the applicability of 36 CFR 2.17 with the Solicitor, WASO, and others. We received mixed 
opinions on the applicability of 2.17, so in the end a compendium closure was crafted which prohibits 
Kiteboarding at PAIS. 

Surprisingly the closure has gone well. I think the safety issue was pretty obvious to everyone and it 
helped having many alternative sites outside the park for Kiteboarding. 

Hope this helps. 

Randy Larson 
Chief Ranger 
Padre Island National Seashore 
(361)949-8173x237 

Mike Mayer 

,̂r':-i":r^ Mike Mayer To: Dennis Weiland/CH1C/NPS@NPS, Dale Antonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, 
O-i/oa/SnOfi 11-51 AM Bruce Malloy/AMlS/NPS@NPS, Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS, 
^oV^ . pg^^y Y Larson/PAIS/NPS@NPS, Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, 

Linden Schlenker/BICA/NPS@NPS, Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS 
cc: 

Subject: Kite Tubing 

The next thing that will cause us trouble with injuries and deaths. Kite Tubing. Three weeks ago we had 
our first near fatality from this activity. If you haven't seen this you need to go to the web site. 
www.sportstuff.com. Its made by WEGO Kite Tube and in my estimation they won't be in business long. 

Our guy was 75' behind the boat, traveling 28 mph, and about 10-12 feet off the water. The kite tube 
inverted and plunged or rammed the water suri'ace. Seems innocent enough, but 30mph forward speed + 
accelerated downward plunge = unconscious tuber with three broken ribs and punctured lung. He was 
pulled from the water, unconscious and face down (est, 45 sec.) by his party and taken to shore where we 
air lifted him. We have a history of folks that died from cliff jumping from 20-30 feet and routinely die 
from 70+ feet 

It won't be long until someone figures out that if we put a 400 foot rope on the kite tube then it can get 50 

http://www.sportstuff.com
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feet in the air. 

I am just curious if any of you have experienced this yet? 

Mike Mayer 
Chief Ranger 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
office 928-608-6253 
cell 928-640-0429 
928-608-6259 FAX Office 
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• i . ; ' . ; - , Kevin Schneider To: Kitty Roberts/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Nancie E Ames/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
'< 'M^Ti^^f nRinsnnna 1 n-ns AM S " ^ ^ " Perkins/GLC/VNPS@NPS, Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Stan 
. ™ ^ . uo/u5/^uuD u.uo Mivi Bunnan/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Pat Quinn/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Hank 
^ ^ r " ' ^ ' cc: 

Subject arizona daily sun: Kite tubing injuries on Lake Powell a worry 

From the Arizona Daily Sun, Flagstaff 

Kite tubing injuries 
By CYNDY COLE 

Sun Staff Reporter 

06/08/2006 

on Lake Powell a worry-

A large, disc-like inflatable tube that lets water recreationists 'take flight' on Lake Powell is also 
leading to emergency room trips. 

One product retaileir is saying the new toy towed behind boats at Lake Powell lets riders "fly 
through the air like a bird... reaching incredible new heights." 

After four injuries this summer m which riders were also flown to the hospital, the National Park 
Service is waming that the kite-like device is causing broken bones and comparing the new sport 
to cliff jumping, which is prohibited. 

The toys are round, iriflatable discs about 10 feet in diameter that are pulled behind boats. The 
rider lies flat on top of them as the boat gets going, then sometimes soars into the air at 
45-degree angle, half-standing on them, shifting the body weight back away from the boat with a 
yank. There are footholds and handles. 

It's like riding on top ofa big, inflatable disc. 

"The slightest movement by the user to upset the balance will cause it to tumble into the water," 
recreation area spokesman Kevin Schneider said. 

Videos on Web sites that sell the Kite Tube for about $600 show one rider hanging half-on, 
half-off, legs dangling. 

In other clips, riders appear to soar 10 or 20 feet above the water on tbe disc, which has a skull 
and crossbones logo on the underside. 

Four people have been flown out of Glen Canyon National Recreation Area with injuries after 
riding Kite Tubes. 
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"This is the first time we've actually seen them in Glen Canyon National Recreation Area," 
Schneider said. 

Friday, a 29-year-old man from St. George was about 35 or 40 feet in the air, being pulled at 35 
or 40 miles per hour when he fell. His neck was broken. He was the third person in his group that 
day to be hurt, though the other injuries in his group were considered minor. 

On Saturday, a 14-year-old girl form Texas fell from the kite 10-15 feet and was knocked 
unconscious when she hit the water. 

"In some ways this is similar to cliff jumping, because you have a person falling into the water at 
a high distance and relatively high rate of speed," Schneider said. He added riders are not in 
control of how they hit the water. 

Cliff jumping was banned across Lake Powell last year. The Park Service has made posters — 
they can be found taped up in convenience stores near the lake - out ofa video ofone man who 
jumped off a cliff and was never seen alive again. His friends were holding the video camera. 

The Park Service is allowing the new devices, but is reviewing accidents as they happen. 

A ban on Kite Tubes would be within the park's authority, Schneider said. 

Cjmdy Cole can be reached at ccole(@azdailysim.com or at 913-8607. 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
928-608-6208 
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« World's largest kite flies in Tokyo 
321 kite-flyers held in a crackdown against metal-wire use » 

Kite Tube!? 

Ads bv Gooooooale 

Wflqn Kite Tube - In 
Stock 
Free Shipping and 
choice of Free Life 
Vest or Pump with 
each order! 
www.BoalTube.com 

Ovi 
Sports 
Your one stop shop for 
all your Marine and 
Watersports needs! 
vvww,overtons,com 

Just reading the Toronto Kite Fliers mailing list today and someone posted a 
link to a bizarre "kite" that is towed behmd a boat. It's called the WEGO KITE 
TUBE produced by SPORTSSTUFF. 

So the idea is basically you convmce some fearless individual to climb on top of 
this inflated disk, tear down the lake at top speed and with some "control" the 
rider can launch the kite mbe in the ah and remam air borne. As long as you 
have enough speed, and you keep the right angle of attack you should be ok. 
(mildly insane but ok) 

Personally I don't think I would do it... there are a few spills m that video that 
look like they could have been a lot worse... you can check out the video here: 
Kite Tube Video. 

This entry was posted on Tuesday, February 28th, 2006 at 8:57 pm and is filed under General. You can follow any 
responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can leave a response, or trackback from your own site. 

60 Responses to "Kite Tube!?" 

1. A l Says: 
March 3rd. 2006 at 4:33 pm 

The wego kite mbe by sportsstuff is definitely going to be an interesting ride, living in 
minnesota, I have not been able to get on this tube yet (it was released in January and our lakes 
are froze, obviously). But I sell this tube at MN Boat Shows, and as such, I have personally 
watched this video a few hundred times. 

The WEGO will be a ver}' safe tube if used right, as you can see in the video that ifyou don't 
want to spill on the tube, you will not have to. The girl in the video stays at a constant 5-10 
feet off the water when she wants to. I personally can not wait to ride this mbe. We are 
currently thinking about taking this tube in the locks, where there is open water right now, 

http://www.steadywinds,com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-mbe/ 6/14/2006 

http://Steadywinds.com
http://www.BoalTube.com
http://www.steadywinds,com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-mbe/
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simply because I am so excited to ride it. And you will not have to go "top speed" the 
maximum i-ecommended speed to pull this tube is 14-28 m.p.h, depending on the wind speed 
on your lake. 

2. Stephanie Says: 
March 6th. 2006 at 8:22 am 

That looks Hke a blast! You get one and I'll try it (S> 

3. jack Says: 
March 7th. 2006 at 11:51 am 

we live on a small lake that we ski and tube we were wondering if the tube can be tumed in 
air since our lake is only about 1/2 mile long plz reply jack 

4. JOA^Says: 
March 9th. 2006 at 4:31 pm 

Hello Jack, 

Go ahead and get one man its crazy. Speaking from riding the Kite mbe it is speechless. A 1/2 
mile lake should be ok on the tums all you have to do is slow down and bring the rider down 
to the water and then tum. This not like a regular tube where it is rider versus boat driver. You 
have to watch the tube so if he gets to high you can gradually slow down to let him down out 
of the air. I have ridden mine like a regular deck tube and lower speeds and wind conditions 
and it performs awsome. Going on a whip the all sudden it catches a litte air then off to riding 
it like a deck tube again. My friends have gotten 3o to 40 feet in the air on this thing. One 
friend only want to go 5 feet in the air so we watched him in the reer view mirrow ofthe boat 
to make sure he didn't get to high. In summary i would say to get man you can always go to a 
bigger lake to for long runs. But short lake it will work. I remember we practiced like 10 rides 
and we were able to do a gradual turn not hke a whip but gradual in the air. Going against the 
wind is key when going with the vrind you don't get as high but thats ok we just ride like a 
huge deck tube with occassional ups and dows of 1 foot or so. SO GET MAN AND TELL 
YOUR FRIENDS! Oh ya there is a instructional video and riding vidoe at there website. 
www.SP0RTSSTUFF.COM 

HOPE THAT HELPS POST YOUR COMMENTS IF YOU GET ONE OR ANYMORE 
QUESTIONS! 

5. Chris Says: 
April 8th. 2006 at 9:43 am 

Just bought a new Malibu V-Drive, traded in my 2005 Supra inboard for a larger, faster, v-
drive with a tower. Can't wait to try this out!! Is it any more difficult for the driver to control 
the boat with the mbe in the air? And have you ever tried hooking it up on the Tower to get 
more height? Let me know. 

Thanks! 

Chris 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-mbe/ 6/14/2006 

http://Steadywinds.com
http://www.SP0RTSSTUFF.COM
http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-mbe/
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6. marc Says: 
April 18th. 2006 at 3:16 pm 

Hey Chris 

I had the same idea about hooking it up to the tower, 3 out 5 guys landed ha the ER that night. 
The air we caught was unreal. Approx 40ft on a 65ft line. It was cool but insane all at the same 
time. Ifyou do hook it their be prepared for a rough fall. Good Luck 

Marc 

7. Cecz7 Says: 
April I9th. 2006 at 4:55 pm 

Does anyone know what will happen if I hook it up to my pylon with a 100ft. barefoot line? I 
was thinking about mnning 40raph into a 20mph head wind. How tight would that be? 

8. still recovering Says: 
April 20th. 2006 at 12:53 am 

Using a 100 foot line or tieing to the tower is just smpid. I did a nose dive at 10' and ended up 

in the er. If someone does that at 40' or 75' their dead. 

9. adog Says: 
April 23rd. 2006 at 3:05 am 

we used the 65 ft cord and to the tower on a ski nautique 210 air and got AT LEAST 50 ft 
before he fell on his neck... .knocked hun out but us Texas boys dont go to the ER till there are 
limbs hanging off..... 

10. Steve Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 1:06 am 

All the videos i have seen have people on the wego kite mbe that are about ISOlbs, will this 
mbe fly with lets say a 2001b fat boy.... loi 

11. DRaley Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 9:38 am 

I road one last weekend. I could NOT control the height or dipping from side to side (think 
real kite) If I had not had on a professionally ski jacket I would have been ER. 1 am wearing a 
6 inch wide bruise from the bottom of my jacket to my knee. 

12. areamike Says: 
April 26th. 2006 at 10:16pm , 

I put a video on our Family website of us riding this Kite Tube for the first time this last 
weekend. 
(click on Kite tubing Video) 
http://wvyw.fauxpas.org/modules/xoopsgallery/view_album.php?set_albumName=album44 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-mbe/ 6/14/2006 

http://Steadywinds.com
http://wvyw.fauxpas.org/modules/xoopsgallery/view_album.php?set_albumName=album44
http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-mbe/
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The last wipeout in the video is insane. ..use at your OW>J risk is an unserstatement. This thing 
can be a great ride as long as you have a GOOD boat driver and STEADY headwinds. Do not 
use in Wind gusts! 

13. Cody Says: 
April 27th. 2006 at 2:44 am 

AAAAjjĵ ^ looked like a nasty spill. How was he afterwards? 

For anybody interested in purchasing this tube, 1 would recommend checking out this one... 
http://www.sevylor.com/towables.html 

I rode it last weekend and I was high flying just like on the video in about 15 minutes. 

14. bdog Says: 
April 28th. 2006 at 12:43 am 

A collapsed lung and a broken wrist are pretty serious—^BUT at least all of us were tough 
enough to stay conscious. 

15. Meagan Says: 
May 2nd. 2006 at 11:10 am 

I watched a friend of mine die when he fell off ofthe wego kite mbe, it was the most awful 
thing I will ever expierence. He broke his neck when he hit the water. Please, please don't use 
this mbe!! 

16. greg Says: 
. May 4th. 2006 at 9:39 pm 

Anyone riding this thing should check this out. 
http ://www.kfdm 1 .com/engine.pl?station=kfdm&id= 145 98&template~breakoutlocal.html 

17. Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube Claims Life Says: 
Mav 4th. 2006 at 11:17 pm 

[...] A link to this story was posted as a comment to an earlier post I made about the Kite 
Tube. Based on this story and a number ofthe comments to the last kite tube post it's not safe! 
Please don't take your life into your own hands with one of these. The constantly changing 
angle-of-attack, combined with weight shifts from the rider and the lack of drag make this an 
extremely unpredictable "kite". [...] 

18. Joe Says: 
May 9th. 2006 at 9:40 am 

I can;t belive the comments that i'm reading about. 
i'm realy freaking out. 
my friend bought one and we flwe it this Sunday and he had a nasty spill whent the thing 
whent up and flipped over becuase of the wind that threw him off and he's def in one ear for 4 
weeks becuase he broke his eardrum when it smacked him dovm onto the water siuface fter 
going 29 feet high © :( 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-mbe/ 6/14/2006 

http://Steadywinds.com
http://www.sevylor.com/towables.html
http://www.kfdm
http://Steadywinds.com
http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-mbe/
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we;re plaiming on doin it again> 
big tip: DON NOT USE IN HEAVY WINDS OR GUSTS, HAVE AN EXPERIENCED 
BOAT DRIVER. 

19. Brian Says: 

May nth. 2006 at 11:08 pm 

Meagan, please email me at briarmiazzola@gt.rr.cQm. Thank you. 

20. SCOTT Says: 
May 15th. 2006 at 2:22 pm 
I bought 1 last week we have come close to getting it flying how fast are you going to get it to 
fly 

21. will Says: 

May 15th. 2006 at 7:32 pm 

Does anyone know which kite mbe is steadier the Manta or the WEGO KITE TUBE? 

22. Chris... Says: 
May 16th. 2006 at 3:39 pm 
I bought one of these last week and I have ridden it approx. 7-8 times now and getting pretty 
good with it, Yesterday I flew at)out 20' or so probobly 5-6 different times with good control, 
it was really steady going up and coining down, when I was first usuig it, it come down 
sideways a few times but I just held on and it corrected itself Now on the other hand, a friend 
of mine was on it yesterday also and a gust of wind caught him and he quickly soared to about 
30' and got out of balance and flipped it and fell 30' at 30mph and he thought he broke his arm, 
although he didn't and he is alright. I honestly love this thing and think its a blast but after 
yesterday I dop't think I'm going to let my friends get on it unless they sign a release form or 
something and I will probobly only let like me and my brothers on it anymore. It can be 
dangerous but everything that really gets your adrenaline pumping is a littie dangerous, I 
suggest just doing like the manual and video says and starting with the 45' rope for 12 times 
then the 55' rope for 24 times until you getused to it then the 65'. Good luck and stay 
balanced. 

23. Steve Says: 

May 17th. 2006 at 7:55 am 

scott, 

i have had mine for 2 weeks, flying it great! we were only doing about 27mph or 30. into,a 10 
to 15 wind 
what is your email and i will send you some pics. 

24. Steve Says: 
May 17th. 2006 at 7:58 atn 

correction on the speed only going 20 to 25mph 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 6/14/2006 

mailto:briarmiazzola@gt.rr.cQm
http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/


6 - 1 6 - 0 6 ; 4 : 39PM ; G. L. C. A. .DISPACH ; 9 2 8 6 0 8 6 3 l S # 1 9 / 31 

Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube!? Page 6 of 15 
"l ) 

060614HCC3606 Exhibit H 

25. SCOTT Says: 
May 17th. 2006 at 2:22 pm 

We have tried 25-35 mph we can but the winds were no more that about lOmh my e-mail is 
maxie5612ra>yahoo.com pics would be appreciated. 

26. Chris Says: 
May 19th. 2006 at 10:27 am 

My friend purchased the wego and we took it out, it was really fim at fu-st, but then I was 
riding it and for no reason it took off about 40-50 feet in the air and went out of control and 
slammed me down hard onto the water. Now I am an avid wakeboarder, tube rider, thrill 
seeker, but this thing is going to kill someone! I recentely read that it did acmaUy kill some 
one. Well we decided to try it again the next day and my friend was on it and it did the same 
thing to him went about 30 feet up then took a hard nose dive right to the water it wrapped him 
up in the tube and slammed him so hard it tore his ael in his knee and broke 2 ribs. This mbe is 
a great idea but they need to redesign it. They had better watch out or as sue happy as this 
world is there will be a major lawsuit against them. 

27. Steve Says: 
May 21st. 2006 at 9:12 pm 

Chris, 
we have been getting some serious air on the mbe also. One of my buddies stayed up for 35 
seconds( our longest ride ofthe day), he was @ lOtolS feet on this ride, i can relate to the nose 
dive, were you guys in cross vrinds or calm day? 

28. Taylor Says: 
May 21st. 2006 at 10:20 pm 

I just bought one of these today and I will say it is alot of fim, but this thing can get out of 
control. As a former member of the Coast Guard I guess I should know better but I was pulling 
my friend and decided to push the envelope and I sent hun into orbit, probably about 40'. My 
natural reaction was to pull back on the throttle, well that was the wrong thing to do bectise he 
came barreling down into the water and messed his knee up bad. Anyway we are going to keep 
using it, but we are going to be alot more careful. 

29. Taylor Says: 
May 22nd. 2006 at 3:55 pm 

Quick note I have ultimaUy decided to sell this thing, I don't want to be responsible for killmg 
a fiiend. 1 now think this thing is much to dangerous. I saw somewhere earlier that there are 
some guys fix)m Texas. Just to let you know that a buddy of mine is a game warden here in 
Texas and this thing will be ILLEGAL to use buy the end ofthis summer, he assures me. So I 
guess ifyou are in Texas 1 would start thinking about selling as soon as you can because you 
won't be able to sell them after that. 

30. FTC924 Says: 
May 23rd. 2006 at 12:54 pm 

My friends and I had this monster out yesterday here in Illinois. We are all over 200 lbs and in 
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good shape and thought this thing would be easy. We hooked it to the back of our wave-runner 
and began at 45'. We were able to hop across the water but the mbe was defmitely unsteady 
and would throw us off without notice like we were rag dolls. Towards the end of our first nm 
we were able to get the mbe to around 5 foot above the water for a few seconds at a time. The 
last run at 45' (before we were going to extend the rope to 55') I was at 5-8 foot above the 
water and the tube decided it was done and mmed over and face-planted me mto the water. 1 
thought my jaw was broke. 

Since my jaw was not broke, we went to 55' and began to get this thing to 10 feet. However, 
not matter what we did, if wc hit a gust of wind or a cross wind, the mbe would twist and tum 
and thow us off. All this time we were keeping the MPH's aroimd 30-35 because we wanted to 
leam first. Then one my friends signaled to go faster so we upped the speed to 40 MPH and up 
he went to approx 15 feet. He seemed to have major problems keeping the tube steady at that 
height and speed and right before (and I mean right before) the tube decided to tum over and 
nose dive to the water, he jumped off and landed on his feet. We all think we was lucky. 

We finally decided to try the 65' foot length and 1 am man enough to say that we were not 
ready (or "I" was not ready). I was the first to try it and wanted to increase the speed to 40-45. 
During my run, I was easily flying 10-15 feet in the air and it seemed to me that I was getting 
the hang of it. But then I caught a huge gust of wind that took me to 30 feet in the air instantly 
and then, even faster, it tumed to the left and then whipped to the right and threw me off into 
the water and I landed right on my back. It knocked the @^Vo\$@ out of me and I could hardly 
breathe for a good 5-7 minutes. 1 thought my neck and back were shattered. I have not gone to 
the doctor yet but I have eaten two bottles of aspirin since yesterday. It does disturb me that I 
landed exactiy how that 33 year old guy landed in Texas that was killed. AND HE WAS 
ONLY AT 15 FEET. I was double that. 

Anyways, we do many extreme sports but are always in confrol and we can always push the 
sport to our abilities. One thing I know for sure, you cannot see the wind nor can you control it 
and while on the Wego Kite Tube it is hard to control it as well. One thing I notice in the 
manual you get with the mbe, it states that the weight limit ofthe tube is 2001bs but it seems to 
me that the lighter the person is, the more tmcontrollable the tube wiU be since it is 10 feet 
wide. I thought the weight limit was 200 lbs because the tube would not get off the water at 
weights above 200. WRONG!!!! In fact, at the end ofthe day yesterday we decided to put two 
guys on the mbe and ride it like a conventional tube whipping them in figure-8's and stuff like 
that. This is 425 lbs on this monster and as I whipped them around the first circle, they GOT 
AIR and were 2-3 feet over the water!!!!! 

I am calhng Sportsstuff today for aiiswers to my questions and will advise as to what they say. 

Does anyone have experience on the Manfra flying mbe? It is easier to control when flying? 1 
have watched the video and it does seem easier but then again it was being ridden by a 
professional. Someone please advise. 

31. Coffy Says: 
May 24th. 2006 at 9:48 am 

The Manta is much safer than the WEGO, it has rope handles that you hold onto so that you 
can suck the wings in to steady it out, and fly for a few minutes at at time. I knew the WEGO 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-mbe/ 6/14/2006 

http://www.steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-mbe/


e - 1 6 - 0 6 ; 4 : 3 9 PM;G, L. C. A. DISPACH ; 9 2 8 6 0 s e 3 l 5 # 2 1 / 3 1 

Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » Kite Tube!? Page 8 of 15 
I 

060614HCC3606 ' ' * Exhibit H 

was gorma be bad news from the beginning. Now I won't even be able to do my favorite thing 
come to the end ofthe summer. 

32. JJSays: 
May 25 th. 2006 at 3:27 pm 

We just got our Wego and it is AWESOME! I was a bit nervous the 1 st time out, but now 1 
can't get enough. Ifyou and the boat driver/spotter take the time to watch the instmctional 
DVD, read the manual and acmally use as directed it's a great ride! It takes getting use to and I 
recommend starting with the shortest ofthe ropes until you get comfortable with it, but we 
have had no problems towing at aroimd 25-27 MPH. I can see how it would be dangerous if 
not used properly, but you can say that about anything. Common sense-it says right on the 
tube, only kite as high as your willing to fall. I give it two thumbs up!!! 

33. Shellie Says: 
May 26th. 2006 at 11:21 pm 

Wrap me in bubble wrap and give me a helmet, I'll try it! 

34. Michael Laninga Says: 
May 27th. 2006 at 11:44 am 

My son (18 years old) had a nasty crash on a Wego Kite Tube May 25th. He suffered a broken 
back and three broken bones in his left foot. He will be in a back brace for 6 - 8 weeks and 
require surgury on his foot. He missed his High School graduation and all night party too. 
Worse he has lost his siunmer employment at a youth camp. This is a very dangerous toy. 

35. James Says: 
May 28th, 2006 at 11:00 am 

Hi, i am thinking about getting a wego, but am wondering if our boat can handle it, its a 79 
doral 6cyl mercruzer 165h, can someone tell me if this is sufficiant, to pull this crazy thing, 
thanks James. 

36. Ul ripper Says: 
May 29th. 2006 at 10:54 am 

my name is hi ripper and i just got back from the hospital last night from crashing down off 
the kite tube we had it hooked up to the tower in out boat not a good idea..i dont really rember 
what happened b/c i suffered from anmiesa but i was told i feell from 20 feet in the air and 
became uncouhsious i recomend not getting one!!!!! . 

37. Chris Says: 
May 30th. 2006 at 11:28 am 

I wrote earlier and told ya'll about my buddy that fell from about 30' well he's getiting better 
with a little shoulder pain still but will be ok. I had this thing out again this weekend and 1 
have to say that I personally am getting pretty good with it, I can fly it about 15'-20' very 
smoothly and bring it back down no problem, I do have to say though that I ride motorcycles 
alot and do have pretty good balance, which I believe is the key to the kite tube. I am still the 
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only person that has been on my kite mbe who has not flipped off at some point. I love it and 
can't get enough. If the wind isn't blowing very much I'll get my wife to drop the throttle all 
the way down to about 40mph so that I can get more air but if the wind is blowmg pretty good 
or it is gusting then 25 works really well, I can get 15' with the 45' or the 65' rope easily. But I 
can see were a cross wind could throw you off course and put it out of control ifyou didn't 
expect it, so I suggest staying balanced and expect the worst and hope for the best when flying 
high but 1 have had no problems at all. Oh and 165HP should pull it fijie, I have a 19'Chaparral 

with 190HP and it has no problems at all pulling it. Just be careful using the kite tube and 
follow ALL ofthe instructions or ride at your own risk. 

38. Derek Says: 
May 30th. 2006 at 2:41 pm 

Ive taken hard/high(30') falls and next time im wearing a protec hehnet and neck brace... 
maybe even a mouth piece, just dont use it in high winds,cross winds, use alot of air in the tube 
and alot of balance when your up there, also pull into the vrind as sfraight on as you can 

39. James Says: 

Mav31st. 2006 at 12:35 am 

hi,thanks chris ,i will ride carefully, cheers James 

40. Jason Says: 
May 31 st 2006 at 8:52 am 
Had my first experience this past Memorial day. Chris is dead on with the wind sitiiation. It 
was pretty windy that day. The kite goes up very well, but ifyou have some wind gusts, no 
amount of balance is gohig to help you. It is like trying to fly an airplane with one winjg. it 
started the side to side shaking very violently and I came off of it at about 25'. Needless to say, 
the water feels like concrete when you hit it at that height and movmg at about 35mph. On a 
good ligt wind day, you should be able to fly it with some nifty balancing. Even though it hurt 
when I fell, i will get back on it again. A glutton for punishment i quess! I 

41. Steve Says: 
May 31st. 2006 at 5:41 pm 

O.K. guys here is our story... memorial day weekend, friend of ours was riding the kite tube 
on the 65 ft line, was flying great! at @15 to 20' all ofa sudden he went to 40' in a split 
second, he had excellent confrol ofthis thing, he got a bit nervous and couldnt figure how to 
get it down lower, we backed of throttle a bit and tube went sideways and threw hun off 
unfortunally he suffered a compressed vertabrae. i have posted here before and wanted to see if 
you guys could control the up and down on this thing, the fall he took was not really from the 
40ft because he was comming hack down when we throttled back, the side ofthe tube actually 
hit the water first and then slung him off. we have been very carefull when flying this thing, 
we all will still ride, i really believe this is the most extreme water sport out there. 

42. Steve Says: 
May 3 IsL 2006 at 5:45 pm 
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Hey chris send me some pics!!!! stevewbarcofSlaol.com 

43. Steve Says: 
May 31st. 2006 at 5:54 pm 

FTC, 

let me know when you talk to sportsstuff im interested in what they have to say 
thanks 

44. Chris Says: 
June 1st. 2006 at 4:13 pm 

Steve, . 
Not saying it was the boat drivers fault in this case but I've been thinking about this same 
situation and this is what I have come up with. If he was flying it great at 20' then the only 
thing that shot him up further was a gust of wind unless someone was playing around too 
much and dropped the throttle to send him up higher. I think if the driver would have remained 
steady on the throttle that just as soon as that gust of wind settled dovra then he would have 
come down as well. I have experienced this and just remained balanced and it would come 
back down after a few seconds or so. But another thing I've been thinking about is this.. .if 
someone is 40' in the air on a 65' rope then that only leaves about 50' horizc«itel distance from 

the kite mbe to the boat and at 30mph you cover approx. 44' per second so if the boat driver 
pguiics and drops the throttie all the way down and the boat stops it wouldn't take much for the 
kite mbe to drift over the boat and drop the rider into the boat, which could mean serious 
injury or death. If my math is off I am sorry but this COULD I believe happen, someone please 
correct me if I am wrong. But like in your case you said the kite mbe was already decending 
then you backed off the throttle, so in a sense you backing off the throttle caused the kite tube 
to lose any lift from underneath that it might have had to bring it down smoothly which caused 
it to flip sideways and down into the water. I really hope your friend gets better and I have sent 
you a few pics but I stiU have to get some better ones. 

45. Chris Says: 
Jime 1st. 2006 at 4:22 pm 

Ohh I forgot to tell you guys that I rode the kite tube backwards this past weekend for a few 
seconds, I just sit down and grabbed the handles and it went up maybe 4' off the water.. .felt 
kinda wierd and I didn't have much control and didn't want to break my record of no falls so I 
turned back around but my brothers were tripping out. It was a nice view though.. .you could 
actually see very well just how high you really was. 

46. peter pond Says: 
June 2nd. 2006 at 8:33 am 

used the kite mbe for 1st time last weekend,everything was great til i shot to 30' instantly,the 
tube started getting very unstable up there,so i bailed,hit the water so hard it ripped my shorts 
in two,rested on the beach for 20 minutes.tried agian,same thing ,back up to 30',came crashing 
down,i don't think my body can handle a 3rd violent impact,and everyone else is to scared to 
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use the mbe because they might get shot to 30'+.so my question is if we go shorter than 45' on 
tlie tow line,to say 25' will this eliminate the threat of going to high,but still allow for some lift 
off the water,and being a safe distance from tiie prop????? 

47. Chris Says: 
June 2nd. 2006 at 11:35 am 

Man just my opinion, 25' might be a little too short, it might be difficult starting off with the 
washout from the inside ofthe wake being so close, 1 would think it would try and submarine 
really bad, I would try 35' or even 40' first, but ifyou called sportssmff they might have a 
better answer for you from the safety end, I don't think the prop would be an issue though. 
Something to keep in mind for next time, I know you can't see the wind or anything but ifyou 
shoot up to 30' really quick then it may be gusting too bad to fly it for that day, I think the 
DVD that comes with it says something about it. 

48. HeyTone Says: 
June 3rd. 2006 at 1 :Q8 am 

My brother recently went to 65' rope, and he got it on video. His friends are absolutely nuts 
and some ofthe wipe outs are downright violent. There's two videos at the following hnk if 
you want to check it out. 

HeyTone.com movies 

49. Duane H. Says:. 
June 6th. 2006 at 3:33 pm 

We saw this video at Bass Pro Shops and went out and bought it. We started out at 65 feet of 
rope at approx. 3 5 MPH. My friend Kevin was doing great for the first 5 minutes and we were 
amazed at the hieght we were getting. The next thing we knew he shot up high in the air and 
was slammed down on his right side at fiill speed. He was knocked unconcious and had to be 
pulled from the water with rescue breaths given to revive him. We took it back the next day. 

50. MarkSays: 
June 7th. 2006 at 8:28 am 

I wish we had the problem of getting to high on the Wego Kite Tube. We cannot get the tube 
off the water. The area just below the recessed foot holds is always touching the water. The 
first weekend the tube was under inflated, because we had no foot pump, that explained that. 
The second weekend we had it fully inflated, 150-160 pound rider, 10 mile hour head wind, 
and still could not get the tube into the air. The riders have all watched the video. We used 
both the 65' and 55' foot lengths and have tried speeds up to 30 miles on hour. We have 23' -
250 horse 1/0 - deck boat, with the tow rope attachment about 2/3 ofthe way up the transom. 
Any suggestions would be greatiy apprecaited. Thanks 

51. Steve Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:44 am 
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52. 

53. 

54. 

Keep riding, it will take a few tries to get accustomed to. you should let the tube do all the 
work, we sfruggled with this, we were trying to really yank on the handle to make it fly. that is 
die wrong thing to do. just graddually pull back and the wind should do the rest, make sure the 
mbe is properly inflated very important!!!! be patient, this thing wiU soar, i have posted here 
before., and PLEASE BE CAREFUL!!!!!!! 
we usually run anywhere between 28 to 32mph depending on the wind, there should be no 
problem getting a 150 tO 1601b guy or girl up. send me you email i will send you some pics 

Michael Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at II :09 pm 

We tried this last weekend. It was a blast. Started with the rope at 65 feet behind a Seadoo. 
Had a little trouble with control at first but once we figured out to go dfrectly into the wind it 
was fine. Ifyou get out of conlrol just sit down and the tube will go back down to the water. 
Even my almost 50 year old mom had a blast. 

Calestie Says: 
June 7th. 2006 at 11:19 pm 

Our family bought the wego kite tube. We all sat down together and watched the instructional 
video twice!! We are all experienced baoters and have been boating for years. My husband 
crashed hard on the mbe. He was coughing up blood and had to be hfeflighted to closest 
hospital. Has broken ribs, bruised, and abdominal problems. This tube is NOT SAFE!!!!! We 
followed instmctions exactiy. It is totally unpredictable. DO NOT BUY IT!!!!! 

Rod Says: 
June 8th. 2006 at 4:06 pm 

We bought a Wego Kite Tube, tried it for a couple weekends, and returned it this week. It can 
be very dangerous! Please be sure it is properly inflated, do not use in imsteady winds, and the 
boat driver should never let the tabe get more than 5 feet off the water. The kite can easily soar 
to 25-30 feet, and dump you off hard. We are experienced boaters and mbers, and think this 
mbe will eventually do the same thing to anyone who uses it. It can be a lot of fim, till 
someone gets hurt. The last time we used the tube, the rider hit the water and was 
unconscience for about 10 seconds. We experienced a moderate concussion, bruised ribs, 
coughing up blood, and severe headaches in the short time we used it. Definately not worth the 
risks!! 

55. Davie/Says: 
June9th. 2006 at 11:24 am 

I just found this site while looking for information about the Wego Kite Tube after a 17 year-
old in Winter Haven, Florida sustained a life-threatening injury while using this product. The 
young man is an experienced wake-boarder who was preparing for the professional circuit (the 
boat driver was also experienced). This young man sustained a 30-40 foot fall when a sudden 
gust of wind lifted the mbe from 10 feet to that height and then flipped him over. He sustained 
a dissection ofthe aorta and has survived only because of prompt emergency care and 6-hoiu-
surgery in Tampa. 
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This product may provide "thrills," but so does Russian roulette, which is what you are playing 
every time you take a ride on this kite tube. This young man was not an inexperienced "hot 
dog"; he was athletic and experienced. This product should be taken off the market!!! 
Wamings on the tube or on "instmctional videos" are not a defense for the continued sale of 
this product. 

For those of you considering purchase and/or use ofthis kite tube, PLEASE review the many 
internet postings available. Ifyou still decide to use it make sure you have major medical 
coverage and fimeral arrangements. 

56. Steadywinds.com » Blog Archive » More Kite Tube Problems... Says: 
June 9th. 2006 at 12:06 pm 

[...] KJte Tube!? WOWT | Kite Tubing Writes [...] 

57. Troy Says: 
June 10th. 2006 at 2:46 am 

I have been a boater for many years, my family and I love to tube. 
When I first saw the Wego ICite Tube (overtons I believe) I had to have one. After 1 trip to the 
lake and some fomm searching, I am puttmg my mbe on ebay. This mbe has the potential of 
hurting many people, and the one ultimately responsible will be the boat driver. This tube will 
go from skimming the top ofthe water to 20 feet in a blink of an eye. Now this wouldnt be so 
bad at 15 or so mph. I had a 190 pounder at over 40 mph before the tube would lift in a low 
wind, situation. Falling off at 40 mph would not be fun. 
I encourage anyone to watch the videos posted on this site before purchasing a kite tube. Look 
at how violent the crashes are. Think ofthe liability involved if someone gets injured behind 
your boat, or worse. Friends are friends until they are layed up, unable to work, bills are piling 
up lawsuit to follow. 

58. Cader Says: 
June 12th. 2006 at 12:31 pm 

I got on one this weekend and I have to say this is sweet! 
My brother-in-law took about a 10' spill on his head and got a headache but he has has much 
worse on his air chair. Granted we were out on a pretty windy day and we shouldn't have been 
on the first time out. 

I keep reading about people getting hurt on this but a lot of them are starting out with the 65' 
length rope and / or putting it on a ski tower, BOTH of which the instmctions say NOT to 
do!!! 

There is a post about a 100' rope on a tower: 
still recovering Says: 
April 20tii, 2006 at 12:53 am 
Using a 100 foot line or tieing to the tower is just stupid. I did a nose dive at 10' and ended up 

in the er. If someone does that at 40' or 75' their dead. 

Not to sound callus but what do you expect? When you don't follow dfrections you get hurt -
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no matter the product. 

59. .John Stabler Says: 
June 13th. 2006 at 5:19 pm 

I'm all for safe water sports. You should stick within your hmits. You need a driver and 
spotter who know what they're doing. Whh practice you will control the Wego and not the 
other way roimd. But you need to take it slowly and identify unsuitable conditions. Wear 
appropriate safety gear and ifyou drive/own the boat you should be insured. 
Personally I like the Wego and it can be alot of fun when used properly. Sure, I've fallen off a 
few times (sometimes spectacularly) but never from a height to cause major damage. You 
should not be flying it at more than 15'. The thing says on it "Don't fly higher than you're 
willing to fall". If it's going too high for you then there is something wrong and you shoiddn't 
be using iL 

Dopes on Ropes - Water Siding and Kite Tubing 

60. admin Says: 
June 13th. 2006 at 8:20 pm 

John, 

From a kite point of view it is not stable, so I am not sure how it can be used safely at all. A 
flat kite needs drag to fly and keep it pointed into the wind. On a flat kite this usually done 
using some sort of tail or drogue shoot. What I see hi the videos etc is the kite starts to cobra, 
this is when the kite starts to oscilate back and forth and sort of looks like a snake dancing. 
This is where you get into trouble... if it sways too much one side ofthe kite will catch a little 
more wind and keep going and dump the rider and the kite will crash, usually in a nose dive. 

justmy 2 cents,. 

-Bill 

Leave a Reply 
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"Ray Tsuneyoshi" To: <KBergersen@azgfd.gov>, <anelson@npgcable.com>, 
<RTSUNEYOSHI@dbw. <michael_mcginnis@nps.gov>, <firstaid@citlink.net>, 
ca.gov> <doug.schuster@co.mohave,a2.us>, <awirtz@fs.fed.us>, 

cc: <EHuntsman@azgfd.gov>, <fmessman@ndow.org>, 
06/12/2006 11:02 AiVI <CWall@azgfd.gov>, <JSacc0@a2gfd.gov> 
MST Subject: Re: Kite Tubes 

What is kind of weird coincidence is that I was just in flight fr om Tennessee to Sacramento, reading the "Sky Mall 
" magazine. The ad for the "Sky Kite " pops up just as th pilot announces that we are flying over Lake Powell. Just 
from the photo's it looks like there is a potential for instability and no protection for the occupant. 
RayT 

Original Message 
From: Kevin Bergersen <KBergersen@azgfd.gov> 
To: arielson@npgcable.com <anelson@npgcable.com>; michael_mcginnis@nps.gov 
<michaeI_mcginnis@nps.goy>; firstaid@citlink.net <firstaid@citlink.net>; doug.schuster@co.mohave.az.us 
<doug.schuster@co.mohave.az.us>; awirtz@fs.fed.us<awirtz@fs.fed.us>; D_Toporek@MCSO.maricopa.8ov 
<D_Toporek@MCSO,maricopa.gov>; mary_hinson@nps.gov <mary_hinson@nps,gov>; 
darren.simmons@co,yuma.az,us<darren.simmons@co.yuma.az,us>; jcooley@fs,fed.us<jcooley@fs.fed.us>; 
gpeaslee@pr.state.a2.us <gpeaslee@pr.state.az.us>; dale_enlow@fws.gov <dale_enlow@fws.gov>; 
michael_dodson@blm.gov <michael_dodson@blm.gov>; jim_holland@nps.goy <jim_holland@nps.gov>; 
IrvineG@ci.Iake-havasu-city.az.us<IrvineG@ci.lake-havasu-city.az,us>; azfoot@yahoo.com 
<a2foot@yahoo.com>; rknotts@pr.state,az.us <rkn0tts@pr.state.a2.us>; atafoya@cybertrails.coni 
<atafoya@cybertrails.com>; tlister@fs.fed.us <tlister@fs.fed.us>; Mark_Law@nps.gov <Mark_Law@nps.gov>; 
steve_luckesen@nps.gov <steve_luckesen@nps.goy>; revans@pr.state.az.us <revans@pr.state.az.us>; 
tim.sonier@co.mbhave.az.us<tim.sonier@co,mohavc.az.us>; Chris_Pergiel@nps.goy <Chris_Pergiel@nps.gov>; 
randy.johnson@co,mohave.az.us<randy.johnson@co.moliaye.az.us>; bpendley@pr.state.az.us 
<bpendley@pr.state.az.us>;Rick_Bennett@nps.goy <Rick_Bennett@nps.gov>; ron.voss@co.yiima.az.us 
<ron.voss@co,yuma,a2.us>; Kerry_Haut@nps.gov <Kerry_Haut@nps.gov>; dirk_murphy@nps.gov 
<dirk_murphy@nps.gov>; mark_pita@nps.gov <mark_pita@nps.gov>; cdigerolamo@btillheadschools.com 
<cdigerolamo@bullheadschools.com>; randd@redriyernet.com <randd@redrivernet.com>; 
PNewman@dl 1.uscg.mil <PNewnian@dl l.uscg.mil>; SlomaR@ci.lake-havasu-city.az.us 
<SlomaR@ci.lake-havasu-city.az,us>; bmaddox@sbcsd.org <bmaddox@sbcsd.org>; cbrooks@pr.state.az.us 
<cbrooks@pr.state.az.us>; baxlund@coc0nino.a2.gov <baxlund@coconino,az.gov> 
CC: Ray Tsuneyoshi; Ed Huntsman <EHuntsman@azgfd.gov>; Fred Messman <fniessman@ndow.org>; Cindy 
Wall <CWall@azgfd.gov>; Joe Sacco <JSacco@azgfd.gov> 
Sent: Mon Jun 12 08:49:44 2006 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

FYI - There's a new water "toy" out there and many of have already had to pick up the pieces, so a few of you 
already know that we've already input one Arizona boat accident report on these "tube kites" unfortunatley I 
expect more. 

Kevin 

Original Message 
From: Robert Baron rniailto:erfpmdl@cox.netl 
Sent: Fri 6/9/2006 10:47 PM 
To: Kevin Bergersen; Howard Munding 
Cc; 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

I wonder ifyou have seen any injuries from this device on Phoenix area lakes? Watch out for them. They can 
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be very traumatic. 

Bob Baron 

From: Luckesen [mailto:Luckesen@hughes.netl 
Sent: Friday, June 09,2006 8:59 AM 
To: Kiko Augusto Villalon; Dr. Robert Baron; Richard Blackman; Bill Furbee; Jennifer Killeen; erny kuncl; 

Jim Leach; Fred Messmann; Joe and Nancy; Rngrram@aol.com; Todd Schwede; Ted Woolley 
Subject: Kite Tubes . 

In the past three weeks, we have had to Airvac four serious injured people from Lake Powell that were engaged 
in a new water activity called Kite Tubing. This activity involves a large round inflated tube that is towed behind a 
boat at 20 to 40 mph. The user holds onto the kite tube as it rises into the air to a height of 15 to 60 feet. Controlling 
a kite tube is extremely challenging and the slightest upset in its balance cause the tub to dive down into the water at 
a high rate of speed. The individual on these tubes impacted the water at both the forward tow speed ofthe vessel 
and then at the downward accelerated speed, which can be as high as 70 MPH. As a medic I have responded to three 
of these calls in a one week period and my Kite Tubing patients all had to be Airvac to Level I Trauma Centers. A 
29-year-old male who suffered a broken neck (double Fx of C-2) an^ a 26-year-old male with a hemopneumothorax 
produced by broken ribs. My third patient a 14-year old female suffered a whiplash injury and was released from 
the hosipital. Several weeks' earlier another Medic had a similar case at Lake Powell involving a young man with a 
severely punctured lung. Several local hospitals have reported recently seeing Kite Tube patients with simular 
injuries from people that have self transported to their facilities. Taking with other water enforcement agencies they 
are seeing Kite Tubing injuries and I have heard ofone fatality in Texas. This death was due to a transected aortic 
commonly seen in deceleration auto and airplane type accidents. Interviews with friends and family members of 
patients have shown a disturbing trend with this use. In all cases at Glen Canyon NRA, multiple minor Kite Tubing 
injuries occurred with other members ofthe boating party prior to the incidents that required advanced life support. 
All victims stated they were using the kite tubes as directed when they suddenly lifted to dangerous heights, became 
unstable, and plunged up side down into the water. Friends ofthe victims that did not immediately report their 
injuries advised that they had coughing up blood, had torn muscles, whiplash type injuries and broken ribs. 

Go to the following Intemet link and then click on the video section in the upper right hand corner. These clip 
show graphically what can happen with these devices. 

http://www.kutv.com/video/?id=l 6192@kuty.davport.com < 
http://www.kutv.com/video/7id-l 6192(5),kutv.dayport.com> 

http://www.kutv,com/video/?id=l6155@kutv.dayport.com < 
http://www.kutv.corn/vrdeo/?id=16I55@kutv.davport.com> 

http://www.break.com/index/tubingtakeoff.html 

Glen Canyon is considering banding these device from boating activities on Lake Powell and Dr. Baron has 
also taken an active role in banding these devices. 

Steve 
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Photo #1: Product as seen on manufacturer's website 
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Contact List: 

Mark Law, Law Enforcement Specialist 
National Park Service 
US. Department of the Interior • 
P.O. Box 1507 
Page, AZ 86040 
(928) 608-6252—P 
(928) 608-6259—F 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 

Sportsstuff, Inc. (product manufacmrer—Wego) 
1-888-814-8833—P 
www, sportssmff com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 (contact was made by CPSC, not respondent) 

Diversified Marine Products (product distributor) 
1-800-777-0141—P 
www.dmpmarine.com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 (contact was made by CPSC, not respondent) 

Vina Ramus, Parts and Accessories Manager 
Marine Max (product retailer—Wego) 
1363 Embarcadero 
Oakland, CA 94606 
(510)535-6161—P 
(510)535-1787—F 
www.marinemax.com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 (contact was made by CPSC, not respondent) 

http://www.dmpmarine.com
http://www.marinemax.com
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Larry Meddock, Executive Director 
Water Sports Industry Association 
P.O. Box 568512 
Orlando, FL 32856-8512 
(407)251-9039—W 
(407) 620-7992—C 
wsiaheadquarters@,earthlink.net 
Date of Contact: June 29, 2006 




