
PORTABLE GENERATOR-RELATED 
CARBON MONOXIDE 

DEATHS
You don’t run your car indoors; don’t run your generator inside, either.

NSN 14-10

Deaths Related to  
Engine-Driven Tools 

Total Number 
of Deaths:  808

 Generators:    81% (657)

 Generator + Another 
 Consumer Product: 6% (46)

 Lawn Mowers: 7% (73)

 Power Washer: 1% (11)

 Snow Blower: 1% (10)

 ATV: 1% (8)

 Other: 3% (22)

        Run portable generators away from the 
house, garage or any enclosed space.

        Keep generators at least 20 feet away from 
windows, doors and vents.*

        Install a battery-operated or battery-backup 
CO detector in the hallway outside bedrooms.

        NEVER ignore a beeping CO alarm.  
Go outside and call 911 if the alarm sounds.

* Minimum distance recommended by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.






Carbon Monoxide Safety Tips

Where the Generator Was 
When Deaths Occurred in 
Fixed Structure Homes

Total 
Number 
of Deaths:  526

Non-basement 
living space:   

180 

Outside, near 
open windows, 
doors or vents:    

15 

Basement:    

127 

In home/
no further 

information 
known:     

33
Closet:      

11

Garage:     

136 

Doorway 
to 

home:      

3 

Unknown 
location 

at 
the 

home:     

21

Most deaths occur in homes during cold months. Data Years: 2004-2013

How the Generator Was Used 
When the Deaths Occurred

Total 
Deaths: 703

Power outage: 

206 

Other: 

23 

Electricity 
turned off for 
non-payment:  

141 

Unknown reason 
that the electricity 

was off: 

117 

New home or 
home under 
construction 

with no power:  

83 

Powering home/
mobile, shed or 

garage home that 
does not have 

electricity:   

45 

Providing power 
to storage shed, 

trailer, boat, 
camper, cabin or 

campsite:  

88 

*In relation to the proportion  
of the general population, this is nearly double.

White:  

58% 

Hispanic 
(any race):

11% 

Other/
Unknown: 

4% 

Black/African-
American*:   

24% 

Native 
American: 

1% 

Asian: 

2% 

Generator-Related, Non-Fire CO Deaths by Race


