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U.8. Consumer Product Safety Commission
LOG OF MEET!NG

SUBJECT: Meeting with BP Chemicals staff on wire aging issues

gt

DATE OF' MEETING: April 15, 2004 -

LOG E&TRY SOURCE: ris

DATE OF LOG ENTRY: April 18, 2004

LOCATION: Rm 711 East West Towers Building, CPSC

CPSC ATTENDEE(S) Richard Stern, Erlinda Edwards, Arthur Lee, Baugfas Lee,
S0 Andrew Trotta

NON-CPSC ATTENDEE(S): Howard Yokelson and Vasu Kulkarni, EPiﬁhem;cais,
Douglas Troutman and Vince Baclawski, National Electrical Manufaa%urars
Assocmtion -

SUMMARY OF MEETING: Staff from BP Chemicals updated the CPSG._staff on
testing of wiring products. An overview of the firm’s most recent testi ig-and
methodology was provided {copies attached) along with discussion: of- specific
test results. This meeting was a follow up of the October 8, 2003 meetmg
between the same parties which also discussed the results of some ;BP
Chemicals testing {test results attached). i
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Focus on Safety:
Christmas Lights and Wire/Cable

CPSBC ~ BF Meating
Bethesda, MD

April 14, 2004

Problem & |

» Some of the Christmas lighti products offered
for sale and use to US customers can pose a

threat to public safety
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Meeting Objectives

> Identify common interests
¥ Discuss safety issues
»> Raise éwar&ness

» Sﬁére ideas
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Market Trends e ﬁ |

¥ Products are used in homes anci public places
> Used for a longer period, and
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Safety Issues ﬁ

» Risks of fire & electtic shock _

> Root cause - tharmal stabllity of wire insulation
> Historicg] data on safety incidents

> Product recalls, CPSC
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Market ~ Decorative lights
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hofiday lghts for Xmas trazs and other holiday decorations.
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« UL has written standards WW&W
» Decoridtivs Rope siphts (UL 23880 &
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Market - Decorative lights E o

»  Non-gonformances were menticned In BP intesvievs with Asian contacts,

+ Some parcentage of these imported products do not teet the G
serformance regudramants, '

> Anecdotsl only, lacking physical evidence, priar to cur recent stugy i

» Some manifacturers ovight iry 1 save money o raw materily by
Sikstiiutlad Tower parformece plasticizers in their PVE wire insufation and
"y :

» Trend: Mostof the production bas movad & the AxkhuPagtic region
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Objective for BP Testing Program ﬁ

> Address the extent of compliance with UL
standards of Christmas lights sold inte US
markets by retailers ;
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2002 Testing Program & Resuits )

» Samples purchased from Chicago retailers
# Testing at BP and independent laboratory
> Results: 25 % failure rate

> Identiﬁefd 3 non-corfermances of 12 samples
v 2 thermal aging faiiures
¥ 1 fow temp flex failure
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Industry Stakeholders &

» Regulatory
v Underwriters Laboratory, UL :
¥ US Consumer Products Safuty Commission, TPSC |
« National Fire Protection Association, NFPA
v US Customs ’

h

Raw material supnliers
> Manufacturers
Distributors

v

Y

Retaflers

¥

Insurance providers
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2003 Testing Program & Resuits L3

> Samples from Chicago retailers & internet
> Testing at BP and independent laboratory
> Results: 50% failure rate :

» Identified 7 non-conformances of 14 samples
¥ 7 thermat aging failures
v 1 low temp flex failure
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Solution - o

¥ Working together to educate aizl stakeholders and
promote safety awareness

> Methods to identify unsafe products
» Other ideas?
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