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MEETING SUMMARY

The Technical Advisory Group (TAG) on Flammable Vapor
Ignition was formed by the Gas Research Institute (GRI) to
provide technical oversight of the development of a test
methodology to screen water heater resistance to igniting
flammable vapors. The methodology will be provided to the ANSI
v21 water heater subcommittee and others for use in developing a
standard test method for flammable vapor ignition resistance. The
TAG consists of a number of experts representing the gas-fired
water heater manufacturing industry, the natural gas utilities,
GRI's Research and Development staff, and the CPSC. The
methodology is being developed by Arthur D. Little, Inc., {ADL)
under contract to GRI.

The purpose of this meeting was to provide the TAG with an
opportunity for technical review and comment on the approach ADL
has suggested for the test methodology. ADL has completed
construction of the test facility has done preliminary testing to
confirm the adequacy of the technical approach being used to
evaluate vapor ignition resistance of new technology water
heaters. The next step in the test method development is to
verify that water heaters known not to cause ignition in a
gasoline spill do not cause ignition in the test facility. 1In
order to perform this verification, prototypes of ignition
resistant water heaters will be supplied from the manufacturers
when they are available. The prototype testing to date has been
limited due to the unavailability of new technology water
heaters. However, preliminary testing with one candidate
indicates that the approach being taken will most likely be



successful.

After discussion, the consensus of the TAG was that a small
amount of additional work must be done before the test method is
forwarded to the voluntary standards groups. CPSC staff expects
the methodology to be sent to the standards groups by early
summer. The voluntary standard groups have the responsibility to
develop the actual standard provisions. Once they receive the
technical input from ADL they will review it, modify it as
needed, request additional work if needed, and develop the
standards provisions.

staff believes that progress is satisfactory at this time.
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