1 X12C0728A

ew

OFFICE OF THE LAKE COUNTY CORONER
LAKE COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER
2900 WEST 93rd AVENUE
CROWN POINT, INDIANA 46307
PHONE 219-755-3265

FAX 218.755.3078

DAVID J. PASTRICK

|AME: _ AUTOPsY No: I DATE: 11/20/03
GE: ONTHS SEX: FEMALE TIME: 7:45AM.
IEIGHT: 25" WEIGHT: 14POUNDS  RACE: BLACK
ERFORMED AT:

LAKE COUNTY MORGUE

M.D., PATHOLOGIST
RICK, LAKE COUNTY CORONER

ERFORMED BY:
ERFORMED FOR: DAVID J. PAST

ANATOMICAL FINDINGS

1. Marked congestion of the lungs.

MANNER OF DEATH

ACCIDENT

CAUSE OF DEATH

POSITIONAL ASPHYXIA
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DOCUMENTS AND EVIDENCE EXAMINED

Lake County Deputy Coroner’s Report
X-RAYS

Total Body

IDENTIFICATION

On November 20, 2003, at 7.45 a.m., a complete postmortem examination was

performed on the body Of_ who was identified by a Lake County

Coroner’s toe tag at the right great toe. Persons present for the autopsy included

_ Identification photographs were obtained by the

investigator,

CLOTHING AND VALUABLES: Not available.

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION

The body is that of a well developed, nourished, Black, female infant appearing
the stated age of 3 months. The body length is 25 inches and the body weight is 14
pounds. The scalp hair is short in length, curly, and black. Jaundice is not present in
the skin or sclerae.

The crown-heel length, crown-rump length, and occipitofrontal circumference are
25", 17", and 16” respectively. The nipple-line chest girth and umbilical abdominal girth
are 16” and 16-1/2” respectively. The body weighs 14 pounds.

The head is normocephalic. The irides are brown and the sclerae are white. The
pupils are round and equal in diameter. There are no conjunctival petechiae. The nose
is unremarkable. There is mucus and pink froth in the nares and mouth. The teeth are

not present. Oral hygiene is good. The ears are not pierced.
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There is no significant increase in the anteroposterior diameter of the chest. The
breasts are symmetrical without palpable masses and the nipples appear normal
without discharge. The abdomen is not distended and is without significant ascites.

The external genitalia are those of a normal female infant. The anus is not dilated and

has no evidence of injury.
The extremities are symmetrical, and there are no significant deforming injuries.
There are no scars, nevi, or tattoos present.

SIGNS OF DEATH: Rigor mortis is generalized and postmortem lividity is fixed on the

posterior surface of the body. Decomposition is not seen.
INJURIES
None

INTERNAL EXAMINATION

SEROUS CAVITIES: The body cavities are opened with a standard Y-shaped incision.

The cranial cavity is opened with a coronal incision of the scalp and removal of the
calvarium. An odor like alcohol js not apparent in the body cavities. The lungs are well
aerated and fill the pleural cavities.

There is no evidence of pneumothorax. There is no blood or effusion in either
the right or left pleural cavity. The pleural surfaces are smooth and glistening, and there
are no bilateral pleural adhesions. There is some straw colored fluid in the pericardial
sac. There is no evidence of pericarditis. There is no evidence of peritonitis. There js
no blood in the peritoneal cavity. There is no ascitic fluid. After removal of the organs

from the body, inspection of the Serous cavities reveals no evidence of fracture of the
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ribs, sternum, clavicles, vertebral column, or pelvic bones. Contusion hemorrhage is

not present in the body walls.

NECK ORGANS: The larynx and trachea are in the midline. The neck dissection is

performed following removal of the thoracoabdominal viscera.  No significant

hemorrhage is present in the skin, fat, or sternocleidomastoid muscles of the anterior
neck. The strap muscles are free of hemorrhage. The thyroid gland is symmetrical and
composed of reddish-brown parenchyma. There is no hemorrhage in the intrinsic
muscles of the larynx. The laryngeal cartilages and hyoid bone are not fractured.
There is no obstruction of the respiratory tract in the nasopharynx, larynx, or trachea.
There is pink frothy fluid in the larynx. The mucosa of the hypopharynx, larynx, and
trachea is smooth and glistening without ulceration or tumor. The arytenoideus muscles
are free of hemorrhage. Cervical lymph nodes are appropriate for age. No fractures or
dislocations of the cervical vertebrae are detected. The tongue shows no internal
hemorrhage.

THYMUS: The thymus is present in the anterior mediastinum and appropriate in size
for the age. There are no petechiae in the thymus.

HEART: The heart is not enlarged and in usual position with respect to the great
vessels and chest cavity. The left ventricle is firm. The left ventricle is not significantly
hypertrophied, and the cardiac chambers are not dilated. On opening the aorta and
pulmonary trunk, there is no evidence of air embolism and there is no evidence of
pulmonary thromboembolism. There is no evidence of pericarditis. There are no
epicardial petechiae. The circumflex coronary artery arises from the left main coronary

artery. The coronary arteries are examined by multiple cross sections. There are no
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significant focal anomalies in the left main, left anterior descending, circumflex, right, or
major coronary arteries. The lumina are well patent.
Thrombosis of the coronary artery is not present. The cardiac valve leaflets are

delicate, translucent, and membranous. The circumferences of the cardiac valves are

within normal limits for age and heart size.

There is no softening or mottling of the myocardium due to recent myocardial
infarction or necrosis. There is no myocardial fibrosis. There js Nno myocardial
contusion. There are no defects in the atrial or ventricular septa. The ductus arteriosus

is not patent. Autolysis is not significant.

VASCULAR SYSTEM: The aorta and its main branches show no atherosclerosis.

There is no evidence of aneurysm, coarctation, dissection, or laceration of the

ascending, thoracic, or abdominal aorta. The renal arteries are not stenotic.

anthracotic, and there is no emphysema. On cuyt section, there is no aspirated blood
apparent in the alveoli. Bronchopneumonia is not recognized. There is no focal
consolidation and no tumor. There is significant moderate congestion and edema of the
lungs. There is no pulmonary contusion. Pulmonary thromboemboli are not present.
There is no putrid gas cavitation.

LIVER: The liver has a smooth capsular surface. On cut section, the parenchyma is

reddish-brown and has a lobular architecture. The liver is not significantly passively



congested. Metastatic tumor is not present. The hepatic duct is patent. The

gallbladder is present and contains bile. There are no gallstones. Autolysis of the liver

is not significant.

PANCREAS: The pancreas is appropriate in shape and size with respect to total body

fat stores. On cut surface, it is lobular with interspersed fat without focal calcification,
fibrosis, hemorrhage, or fat necrosis. Autolysis is not significant.

GASTROINTESTINAL SYSTEM: The esophagus is lined with glistening white mucosa.

The stomach is coarsely rugated. The stomach contains no food or fluid. There js no
odor like alcohol in the stomach. There are no erosions or uicers in the stomach or
duodenum. The small bowel and colon are intact without perforation, diverticula, or
palpable tumors. The vermiform appendix is present.

SPLEEN: The spleen is composed of red and white trabecular pulp. There is no
laceration of the splenic capsule. Autolysis is not significant.

ADRENALS: Two adrenals are present with golden-brown cortices and white

medullae. No cortical nodules are present in either the right or left adrenal gland.

Autolysis is not significant.

URINARY TRACT: Both kidneys, ureters, and the bladder are present in their usual

positions without dilatation. The kidneys are symmetrical in shape and size. The
capsules strip from the cortices with ease, and the cortical surfaces are smooth. On
cut section, the cortex appears of ample thickness and the medulla appears ample.
The kidneys are not congested. There are no stones or tumors in the kidneys, pelves,

ureters, or bladder. Autolysis of the kidneys is not significant,



REPRODUCTIVE SYSTEM: The uterus, fallopian tubes, and ovaries are present.

They are of usual size and shape for age. No tumors are present.

CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM: There is no focal hemorrhage in the scalp or galea.

The anterior and posterior fontanelles are open and flat. The dura, removed by stripping

from the calvarium and base of the skull, shows no epidural and subdural hemorrhage.
The cerebral and cerebellar hemispheres of the brain are symmetrical. The
leptomeninges are transparent and can be stripped with ease. There is no
subarachnoid hemorrhage. There is no flattening of the gyri and no widening of the
sulci. The major vessels at the base of the brain have a usual anatomic distribution and
there is no significant atherosclerosis. The cranial nerves are symmetrical and intact.
There is no evidence of herniation at any of the portals of the brain. On serial coronal
sectioning of the brain, there is no internal evidence of laceration, contusion,
hemorrhage, edema, tumor, atrophy, infection, or infarction in the cerebrum,
cerebellum, and brainstem. There are no fractures of the convexity or base of the skull.
The craniocervical junction demonstrates 3 usual range of motion. The spinal column is
examined and is unremarkable.

SPECIMENS FOR TOXICOLOGY: Blood

SPECIMENS FOR FIREARMS EXAMINATION OR TRACE EVIDENCE: None

MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION: Tissue samples representative of the major organs

(and injuries) have been processed onto glass slides for microscopic examination.
These histologic specimens have been examined, and there are no additional

significant pathologic findings other than those noted on the Anatomical Findings.
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e DEC  1,2000 Time:
r LAKE COUNTY CORONER
CASE REPORT SUMMARY

.................................................................

tte ... L. : 11/19/03 Case#. :
puty Coroner...: JACKIE CR

)C. Of Occurence: OM

-me Notified....: 13:20 Arrived: 14:05 Cleared:

kX kkxkxkkkxxkk* Decedent Information #xkkkskdskx sk x

ime Last....: 'rst.:_ MI:
Address. : SSN:
City....: State.: IN Zip Code:

.rth Date....: /15/03 Place.: METHODIST NOCRTHLAXE
Sex.....: Female Age...: 00/003 mm/dd
Height..: o' ¢ Weight: 0
Hair....: Eves. .:

lent. Marks....:

hnic .........: BLACK

-tizenship ....: U.S. CITIZEN

irviving spouse: Marital Status:

lucation Comp..: N/A

% Kk k kK k k% k& ok % Investigating Officals *kkkkskkhkkhhskks

lice Agency ..: GPD City Limits: v Rural:
ficer Name....: NANNEY ID#..:
tective Name..: ARNOLD AND TITTIS ID®. .:
b Tech. Name..: ID#. . :
otographer....: TODD APATO

Kk kkkkkkkkk*k*x Death Information **xxkkxtxxxkhskax

dace .: LIVING ROOM If Hosp. Condition/Status:
dress: SAME County..: LAKE
ty...: GARY State: IN Zip Code: 46404
te Of Death.....: 11/19/03 Time....: 14:10
use Of Death....: PENDING

2:32PM

............

15:28

A

000-00-0000

46404
HCSPITAL

N

1367

0000
0000

nner Of Death...: PENDING
Xicology Req Y

-----

r. Seal Attached: N Where:

dy Removed To...: MORGUE per: INVEST.
en To .......... I per: MOTHER
sition Found:

IN MOTHER ARMS

gree Of Rigor-Livor Location:

RIGOR WAS SET
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LAKE COUNTY CORONER
CASE REPOQRT SUMMARY

..............................................

Informant Name:_ Address: SAME
Relation. ., ., .. OTHER GARY

,,Father_ Mother:
Notifi lon Made: v Date. . : lme: :
By: FATHER FOUND INFANT To....:
Address: SAME Phone#:
City: GARY State. : 1p Code: 46404

How Was Identification Made:
FATHER FOUND INFANT IN CRIB NON~RSPONSIVE FAMILY ATTEMPTED CPR

Name.....:- Phone#. . :
Address. . :

City.....: State: Zip Code: 00000
Last Date To See Deceaseqd: /o

Diagnosis. :
NONE

Medication:
NONE

................................

+ IN 46404

.................................................................

...............................................

IN#.........:

Perator Name:
Dld/Release.:

2cedent Position. . :

1at Restraint Used: o Air Bag

.
..................................
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LAKE COUNTY CORONER
SCENE INVESTIGATION CASE SUMMARY

THIS WAS A SCENE CALL. ON NOVEMBER 19,2003 AT APPROXIMATELY 1320 HOURS THE
GARY FIRE DEPARTMENT DISPATCHER ADVISED CHIEF DEPUTY WELLS OF A 10-0 ATIHIR
_\VENUE GARY. THE CALL CAME IN AS A THREE- MONTH OLD o

W I
INFANT-

0-0:
CHIEF WELLS ADVISED THIS INVESTIGATOR OF THE CASE. PHOTOG rRAPHER [
WAS ADVISED. THIS INVESTIGATOR WAS ADVISED INTERN ||l ou b BE Gong
ON THE CASE WITH ME.
THIS INVESTIGATOR AND THE INTERN DISPATCHED TO THE SCENE LOCATION.
THIS INVESTIGATOR sPOKE WiTH MEDIC lF THE GARY FIRE DEPARTMENT. [HE
ADVISED UPON HIS ARRIVAL THE INFANT WAS COOL TO TOUCH AND THE INFANTS EYES
WERE FIXED AND DILATED. - "
UPON ARRIVAL AT THE STATED SCENE LOCATION THIS INVESTIGATOR ENTERED
THROUGH THE FRONT DOORWAY TO THE RESIDENCE ON THE SOUTI SIDE OF THE
STRUCTURE. THE RESIDENCE IS LOCATED ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE STREET WITH THE
FRONT OF THE STRUCTURE FACING SOUTH.
THERE IS A POLICE OFFICER ON THE FRONT PORCH. THIS INVESTIGATOR WAS ADVISED
HE WAS THE FIRST ARRIVING OFFICER NANNEY BADGE # [367. THIS INVESTIGATOR
ENTERED INTO THE LIVING ROOM AREA AND FOUND THE MOTHER HOLDING HER INFANT
WITH FAMILY MEMBERS ALL AROUND. AT THIS TIME THIS INVESTIGATOR ASKED THE
OFFICER WHO WAS IN CHARGE OF THE SCENE. THIS INVESTIGATOR THEN REQUESTED
THE OFFICER TO REMOVE THE FAMILY MEMBERS OUT OF THE LIVING ROOM AND
ADVISED WE NEEDED TO GET THE INFANT FROM THE MOTHER. THE SCENE HAD BEEN
TOTALLY ALTERED. OFFICER NANNEY AND MEDIC R HAD FAMILY MEMBER MOVE
TO THE BEDROOM AND OUTSIDE THE RESIDENCE SO THE INVESTIGATION COULD BE
DONE.
THE BABY WAS LAID ON THE COUCH AT THIS TIME AND PHOTOGRAPHED, THIS
INVESTIGATOR LOOKED AT THE INFANT AND SEEN NO VISIBLE SIGNS OF TRAUMA. THE
CHILD HAD RIGOR TO THE BODY. PHOTOGRAPHER_REMOVED THE INFANT
FROM THE SCENE. THE INFANT WAS WEARING A PINK PAIR OF PAJAMAS, AN ALL IN ONE
UNDER SHIRT, AND A DIAPER. THE DIAPER WAS SOILED.
THIS INVESTIGATOR WAS SHOWN THE BEDROOM WHERE THE FATHER FOUND THE
INFANT NON-RESPONSIVE. THE BEDROOM IS LOCATED NORTH OF THE LIVING ROOM.
THIS INVESTIGATOR WALKED NORTH THROUGH A KITCHEN THEN TURNED LEFT (WEST)
INTO THE BEDROOM. THERE IS A CRIB LOCATED ON THE SOUTH WALL IN THE ROOM.



THERE IS A FULL SIZE BED PILLOW IN THE CRIB. THERE ARE SIDE PADS (BUMPER PADS) IN

HE CRIB.
THIS INVESTIGATOR THEN WENT TO INTERVIEW THE INFANTS PARENTS. THIS

INVESTIGATOR SPOKE WITH THE MOTHE R - < - FHIS INVESTIGATOR,
WAS INFORMED THE INFANT WAS A FULL TERM BABY. THE BABY WAS BORN AT NORTH

L-AKE METHODIST HOSPITAL. THE INFANTS DOCTOR WAS or | =

BIRTH-WEIGHT WAS SEX POUNDS FOURTEEN OUNCES. THIS WAS THE MOTHERS SECOND

YYD

CHILD. THE MOTHER HAD HER FIRST CHILD FULL TERM AS WELL AND HE IS NOW TWO
YEARS OLD. SHE STATED THE INFANT HAD NO KNOWN MEDICAL PROBLEMS EXCEPT THE
INFANT HAD A COLD AND PINK EYE. SHE WAS PUTTING DROPS IN THE INFANTS EYE BUT
WAS NOT GIVING THE INFANT ANY COLD MEDICATION. SHE COULD NOT FIND THE DROPS
TO SHOW THIS INVESTIGATOR, SHE STATED THE DOCTOR SAID THE BABY MIGHT HAVE
ASTHMA. SHE STATED THE INFANT HAD NO FEVER, NO VOMITING AND NO DIARRHEA. -
THE INFANT HAD IT’S FIRST SET OF SHOTS. MOM STATED SHE FEED THE INFANT AT
APPROXIMATELY 0745 HOURS AND PUT HER TO BED. THE INFANT WAS ON LACTOSE FREE

I 01 STATED SHE THEN WENT TO WoRK.

GRANDMA I 1/ cD St CHECKED ON TE INFANT AT 0840 AND THE
INFANT WAS LYING ON HER STOMACH. SHE STATED SHE DID NOT ROLL T1{E INFANT

OVER ON ITS BACK BECAUSE IT SEEMED FINE. SHE STATED SHE SHOOK THE CRIB A
LITTLE AND THE INFANT MOVED. SHE STATED THE INFANT WAS NOT UP ON THE PILLOW,
LATER WHEN THE FATHER FOUND THE INFANT NON-RESPONSIVE SHE STATED SHE TRIED

TO DO CPR ON THE INFANT.

THIS INVESTIGATOR SPOKE WITH THE FATHER _E ADVISED HE

CHECKED ON THE INFANT AT APPROXIMATELY 0900 HOURS AND SHE WAS FINE. HE WENT
BACK TO CHECK ON HER AT APPROXIMATELY 1300 HOURS AND THE INFANT WAS NON-

RESPONSIVE.

INFANTS DEATH AND REQUESTED MEDICAL RECORDS.

THIS INVESTIGATOR CONTACTED METHODIST HOSPITAL FOR BIRTH RECORDS.
PHOTOGRAPHS WERE TAKEN ON THE SCENE. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON THIS CASE
SEE POLICE REPORTS. THIS CASE IS BEING CLASSIFIED AS PENDING AUTOPSY AND
TOXICOLOGY. INVESTIGATOR HANDLING CASE JACKIE CROOK 922,
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CORONER’S VERDICT

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF LAKE

[, DAVID J. PASTRICK, Coroner of said County, on the 17¢h  dayof Mareh ;2004

Crown Point , County of Lake, State of

in
Indiana, held an inquest 0  or inquiry to inquire into the manner of death of: -_‘_”

and came to  her death on the 19¢h  dayof November ,20 03
After having examined the body C'f_ and heard the evidence, I do find
that the deceased came to her death as a result of Accident

DESCRIPTION OF BODY: Race Black Sex Female Age 3 months

VERDICT:

An inquiry into the death of 2| .. . Gy, [ndiana,

revealed that her death was certified by Lake County Deputy Coroner Investigator Jacqueline Crook at
approximately 2:10 p.m. on November [9, 2003.

Further investigation revealed the decedent was found lying prone in her crib by her father. The
decedent was previously checked at approximately 9:00 a.m. by the father, and then again at 1:00 p.m. by
her father. The decedent was found to be unresponsive at that time and the medics were called.

The decedent was a full term, healthy baby with no medical problems except a recent cold and

pink eye. No medication was being given for the cold Symptomis.
The decedent had a fuil-size bed pillow in her crib, but the grandmother and father stated that

when they checked on her she was not on the pillow, but below the pillow with her head turned to the side.

On November 20, 2003, an autopsy ||l =5 performed on the body of the decedent by
M.D., Pathologist with the following anatomical findings.

I Marked congestion of the fungs.

Blood was collected and submitted to Quest Diagnostics Laboratory with negative results.

CAUSE OF DEATH Positional asphyxia

MANNER OF DEATH Accident
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