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2610 HosPrTaL Buvo,
‘v CoRPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 78405
OFFICE OF THE . °  MEDICAL EXAMINER (381) 884-4994

Fax {361} 883-5715

Qaunty of Nueces

LLOYD WHITE, M.O., PH.D.
MEDICAL EXAMINER

...........

INQUEST FINDINGS

1. Baby found wedged between pillows in crib with blanket in
mouth, and could not be resuscitated.

2. Pulmonary congestion and edema, mild.

3. Complete autopsy negative for injuries or natural disease.
CONCLUSION: It is my opinion that _, a 3-month-old baby girl, came to her death
as a result of asphyxia, in other words smothering (interference with adequate supply of air and
oxygen to the lungs and tissues of the body) due to having been placed in a position wedged by
pillows and blankets in such a way that her face and mouth were covered and breathing was
restricted.
MEDICAL EXAMINER'S RULING:
CAUSE OF DEATH: Positional asphyxia (wedging)
CONTRIBUTING CONDITION: Dehydration

MANNER OF DEATH: Accident.

Additional Dictation and Microscopic (Revised 4-13-01)
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POSTMORTEM EXAMINATION UPON THE BODY OF

On July 13, 2000, at approximately 3:15 p.m., an autopsy was performed by Dr. Joseph C. Rupp,

Associate Nueces County Medical Examiner upon the body of [} } EEEEE the autopsy
room of the Nueces County Medical Examiner's office. The body is identified by a card type tag.

When first viewed in the Nueces County Medical Examiner's Office autopsy room, the body is
wrapped in several receiving blankets and clad in a paper diaper and blue hospital gown.

The body is that of a well-developed, well- nourished, apparently well-cared for, white female
infant, measuring 24 inches in length, weighing 11 pounds and appearing the recorded age of 3
months. Body hair is of normal distribution. The hair of the head is brown and sparse. The eyes
are brown. The pupils are round, regular, and equal. There are no petechial hemorrhages in the
sclera or conjunctiva. The mouth is edentulous. The frenulum is intact. There are no petechial
hemorrhages in the buccal mucosa. The external surfaces of the body appear well cared for.
There is no evidence of trauma or violence about the body. There is an enterogastric and
endotracheal tube in the mouth. There is an interosseous needle in the right leg. There is an IV
in the back of the left hand. There is a puncture mark in the left clavicular area. There are three
EKG patches on the chest and a monitor tape to the tip of the right thumb.

The infant is normal in its appearance. The external genitalia and perineal region are
unremarkable to inspection. The anus is perforate. The back of the body is clear.

Upon opening the body cavities there are no adhesions, no effusions, and all of the viscera have
their normal anatomic positions.

HEART: The great vessels to and from the heart arise and distribute in the normal manner. the
foramen ovale is closed. The heart valves are competent. The myocardium is red, firm and
homogenous.

LUNGS: The lungs are of average size. The lungs are slightly atelectatic. There are no
petechial hemorrhages on the pleural surface. There is no evidence of consolidation of the lun gs.
The pulmonary vasculature is unremarkable. The respiratory tree is clear. The rib cage is intact.

LIVER: The liver is of average size. The capsule is intact. The gallbladder and biliary tree are
normal. The parenchyma of the liver is reddish-brown, firm, and homogenous.

SPLEEN: The spleen is normal in its gross appearance and of a normal size.
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PANCREAS: The pancreas has the usual tan lobular parenchyma and is normal in its gross

appearance.

ADRENAL GLANDS: The adrenal glands each weigh an estimated 2 grams. They have the
usual pale yellow lobular cortex, and thin, brown medullary zone. There is no hemorrhage or
necrosis of the adrenal glands,

KIDNEY: The kidneys are of average size. The capsules strip with ease revealing smooth, red,
cortical surfaces. Upon section, the cortex has a normal thickness. There is a visible line of
demarcation at the cortico-medullary junction. The ureters are unobstructed. The urinary
bladder is empty. The external genitalia and perineal region are unremarkable to inspection. The
uterus, uterine tubes and ovaries are normal in their gross appearance.

AORTA AND GREAT VESSELS: The aorta and great vessels have their normal origin and
distribution, and there is no coarctation of the aorta.

GASTROINTESTINAL TRACT: The gastrointestinal tract is normal to inspection and
palpation. The stomach contains a small amount of mucoid material. The small and large
intestine are unremarkable to inspection. The appendix is present.

NECK ORGANS: The laryngeal structures are patent. The cornu of the thyroid cartilage and
hyoid bone are intact. The trachea and larynx contain a small quantity of mucoid material. The
respiratory tree is clear. The thyroid gland is small and symmetrical and normal in its gross

appearance,

SKELETAL SYSTEM: The axial and appendicular skeleton are intact to inspection and
palpation.

HEAD: The scalp is intact. The scalp is reflected. There is no bruising of the scalp. The vault
of the scalp is intact. The brain is viewed through an incision in the anterior fontanelle. There is
no subdural or subarachnoid hemorrhage, and the cerebral substance appears normal.

Joseph C. Rupp, M.D. (prosector)
JCR/mmm
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MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION

RESPIRATORY TRACT: Pulmonary arteries, bronchi, and bronchioles are normal. The
parenchyma is moderately congested, but alveolar sacs and spaces are generally well expanded. -
A few alveolar spaces contain frothy, eosinophilic edema fluid, and in some areas there is patchy
hemorrhage typical of resuscitation artifact. There is no inflammation,

HEART: The epicardium and endocardium are normal, and the myocardium is composed of an
orderly arrangement of uniform cardiac muscle fibers without necrosis, inflammation, or other
histopathologic changes.

SPLEEN: The spleen is histologically normal.

KIDNEY: No histopathologic changes are demonstrated.

THYMUS: A section of thymus reveals no histopathologic changes.

LIVER: The liver is histologically normal for an infant of this age.

PANCREAS: Islets and acini are well preserved, no inflammation or other histopathologic
changes are demonstrated.
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AUTOPSY FINDINGS

Findings consistent with unexpected death in infancy

| WW//J//
<
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Universal Toxicology Laboratories
10210 West Highway 80
Midland, TX 79708
(815) 561-UTIL (8851)

FAX (915) 561-5364

Examination far Toxic Substances

Agency Requesting Testing: Nueces County Medical Examiner's Office

Age_3 Mo nths Date Y -/4-0l weight

Report to Medical Examiner: Dr. Uoyd White

Specimens:

Blood Blocod site M
Urine Vitreous

o L ] Gastric contents Total volume

[ JLiver [ ]Brain [ ] Kidney [ Muscle [ ]Bile [ ] Heart [ ] Other

History ' : t Q £ E !

Medications

Test Requested:
tandard Toxicology Testing
Drugs of abuse screen, alcohol, salicylates and GC/MS
Canfirmation/general drug screen, if necessary
[ ] Vitreous electrolytes
[ ] Carboxyhemoglobin

Cyanid
%Oﬁ; Clu , Bun Cread, Na, el K ﬂ
Received by mn/ Date’v'v"/"/ 7 -/ Lab no

Comments







ME#

NAME
DATE _[i3]G
TOXICOLOGY REQUISITION
Source: __t/ Autopsy___ Hospital admission
Substances suspected:
REQUEST

e

Carbon monoxide

- —__TSH T-4 (circle one)
' —_Quantitate

Other:

U Urine Drug Screen (M 20)
GCMS confirmation (35 ml.urine)
Urine alcohol
" Glucose/protein (dip-stick)

_/Vitreous humor itreous alcohol )
Electrolytes (sveciﬁ')é g .452 L

i S
—Bile | Bile alcohol
Bile drug screen

—___Specify test

—__Gastric contents

—Tissue (specify) Tissue alcohol
Tissue drug screen

Other Specify

Specimen condition:
Decomposed Hemolyzed/clotted Short amount
Hospital admission specimen obtained from Hospital.




Autopsy No.: Naf
Date: Tin . "'
Place: 3'49( l" 4

Identification By: Toe Tag , Hospital Tag ’
Relatives , Funeral Home

lothing: A o€ Ny okt e ~ OQra_
RS A ) Pl el

4

Body: WD \// WN ‘//, Obese , Cachectic

Adult ., Cchild , Infant V/

Race N , Sex E , HE. Zf;t”, Wt. ll/ﬂ?,_Age

i %}F%L/
Hair: Colorh! hﬁ, ength , Beard , Moustache

Goatee , Whiskers , Other

Eyes: Color tﬂ A , Pupils » Ecchymosis
Petechiae MONé » Icterus frenudlm w taet

o
Teeth: Natural y Jdpper » Lower
Condition: Good , Fair , Poor C;Zklkp(?

Identifying Marks & Scars: A A
_AD Lot A oA . A 600

Needle Tracks:

Wrist Scars
Tattoos:

Defense Wounds:

External Injuries:

T e fubes v mouth. dutha (et Logy, b O 2

:E:\/.l)*-wai?kJ’4%%i7gKzz:i;éFti;j;§g41&04u11hr‘gnanLf’o%@D thermb.
z e G (P '

e inéar € kzlxci
Ny mak appfwfu‘é{ femols u} pooutde I Loy, exterrod Aene
MMW! . " Q’ slra m“(m ) /‘,Wérl‘ﬁldl’)d IA:t 471(‘)”“ .

4 .



Autopsy No:: Name:

Internal Examination: FJELVHWUJL PQﬂb&LGﬂwf
Adhesions: Chest v/#“EP4_}“M Abdomen ,,ALwélfkwL~WV

ry

Effusions: Chest AAL ftr Abdomen e o

Thymus Gland: Normal , Abnormal

Heart: Weight gms. ‘
4 " Al QL.
Coronariels . ((hQ{;Lf Miﬁdd {0 S‘ ﬁﬂ)’\ %QL L
MNC @bf/
Valves: gLﬁ;’

Musculature: Color , Firm , Flabby ’

Homogenous , Scarring » Infarct . .
ke f‘ol""t"c‘\m}

Lungs: Weight gms. CLHLLZC>&*5L¢’ Qersp>
—— T~

oV A ©
Pulmonary Vasculature: nem “

Respiratory Tree:
Parenchyma: Crepitant , Hyperemic

’
Edematous » Anthracosis ,» Emphysema '
Consolidation , Ribs

Liver: Weight gms . noY Mol

Lymph Nodes » Gall Bladder & Biliary Tree C)@—/

Capsule: Intact , Not Intact » Smooth ’
Not smooth

Parenchyma: Dark Red r Red-Brown , Brown '
Yellow , Hard , Firm r Soft '
Fatty Change » Fibrosis

. ﬁx$}” <
spleen: Weight /'Y ™ gms., Wrinkled , Tense, yes ~ no
Capsule: Intact , Not intact , Glistening ,
Parenchyma: Red , Firm , Soft




Autopsy No.: Name:

Pancreas: Weight

Parenchyma: Tan ; Lobular

ol

Normal V//

14

A ¥
Adrenal Glands: Weight Y gms. each

Parenchyma: Yellow cortex

o

Kidneys: Combined Weight(ﬁgfwb gms.
Capsules strip with: Ease ’

Cortical Surfaces: Smooth ,
Red , Red-Brown R

Cortex: Normal thickness ’

Line of Demarcation: Prominent

, Gray Medulla

Difficulty

Granular , Scars

Brown
Thinned

, Visible

Ureters: Unobstructed ;, Obstructed

Bladder: Cc. Urine , Neg.

, Pos.

Clear , Cloudy

External Genitalia: Qf_.
Prostate Gland:

Uterine Tupes & Ovaries: Q&L“
Oaend v Perfor

Aorta & Great Vessels: () f

Gastrointestinal Tract:(LK”J

Esophagus: _A-EY V™ (‘k/Q
Stomach: ALV (Ve = MO Py

Intestine:FWUYlUJVQ

Appendix Identified: yes ’D//,

Uterus: I~

(71 € SATREDS

no

Sugar



Autopsy No.: Name:

Neck organs: Airway:

rrachea: g Lottbie et (Lead

i
Larynx: U4+
Thyroid Cart. & Hyoid Bone:

Thyroid Gland: Weight gms.

Skeletal System:
Extremities:
Rib Caée & Sternum:
Pelvis:

Vertebral Column::
M—’M

Vault of Skull: Spinal Fluid:

Head: Scalp:

Dura & Arachnoid:

Vessels: A
A#

Convoluted Surface: Brain Weight:; VY gms.

Parenchyma:
Defects:

Base of Skull:

Cause of Death: 6(0%

Manner of Death:

Blood: , Urine , Tissue ’

Pictures Taken: ’
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" 1. Request for Autopsy Autopsy Requested | |Yes [ | No [ | Denied E] Mandatory-M.E. Case
I request that physicians at Driscoll Children's Hospital perform an autopsy on my/aur son/daughter

for the purpose of determining or attampﬂng to determine the cause of death and the nature and extent of the diseass(s) process in-
volved. | give the physicians and Driscoll Chitdren's Hospital my permission to perform a complete autopsy with the exception of the limit-

ations listed

TR0 redGictions, wiite NGNE on tie ine)
Igivemypamisdonforsuchﬂssus,biopshsororgmsasannacessa«ylnthoaplnlonofmephysldammbara(alnsdfurthecom
pletion of the study, for medical researci, o for dgcumentation. | understand that the body will be examined with care and respect. |
und«stmdﬁ\attmautopsywmswmborepoﬂedtomyphysldanaﬂercompwlionofaﬂ stu&umdlnfomaﬁonwmboavanablo
tomtﬂmmghmyphymﬁ‘ TR
IwmmMmMsmeahmmmdmemwmmaumm
lhmmdandmdustandmpammtonforumpw
0, cmm'nnucponm o Ovee [ m s
i hav g 'nfomaﬂmmdlhawhadmoowoﬂmﬂytoask quesﬂom auuamsaﬂsﬂedwm\thean

e = o At————— - mesmne b ek e c—— e

_’W'%Z/\S ' W) Toef
L_| Parent(s) Legal Guardian Other.

lhcrobyauﬂ\odu,, rdmotﬂwbodyofmysmldaughurto
Funersl Home.

Rul«:uwl't lufonnauon ‘ Ihaebymﬁhaizﬁémdwmmwomauonmgsﬁmmychﬂdq medical
condition/possibly "ofdanthtomonmmumo. Yes “No

| r'RothofBodyby County Medical Examiner Date_ / me Am/Pm
? DNo Bodytobetranspoﬂedtw DComtyMorguo Eomer

Signed:
Driscoll Chiddronm's Hospital NuUrsing Supervisor

Dm__{l__/ _j2 ) o Time SO AM @

“ADDRESSOGRAPH

Driscoll Chadm's Hospuat o -
Authortzation For Aubpsylﬂcm 3¢ of Eody
Risk Management Revised 1/98

DCH Form # 288-8355

White- Medical Records Yellow- Funeral home Pink- Pathology Cli p
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Universal Toxicology Laboratories
10210 West Highway 80
Midland, TX 79708
(915) 561-UTIL (8851)

FAX (915) 561-5384

Examination for Toxic‘Substances

Agency Requesting Testing: Nueces County Medical Examiner's Office

vare [ ... - I
Age_3 Mo nths Date- Weight

Repart to Medical Examiner: Dr. Lloyd White

ity

Urine ¢ Vitreous

Specimens: ,
/galood Bload site _/__ﬂ@?
y

Pad Gastric contents Tofal valume
[ ]Liver [ ]Brain [ ]Kidney [ Muscle [ ]Bile [ | Heart [ ] Other

Medications

Test Requested:
«ﬁgﬁbtandard Toxicology Testing
Drugs of abuse screen, alcohal, salicylates and GC/MS
Canfirmation/general drug screen, if necessary
[ ] Vitreous electrolytes
[ ] Carboxyhemaglabin

'~ ] Cyanide
%Other Glu Bun Creat, Na, e/, K
Received by Date Lab no

Comments




' NUECES COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER
INVESTIGATOR'S FIELD REPORT

N RN

ME# , ‘ | | | | Investigator 70/
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CIRCUMSTANCES OF DEATH:




NUECES COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER
INVESTIGATOR SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT

Investigator,
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CORPUS CHRISTI POLICE DEPARTMENT

PHOTO RELEASE FORM

' 2222 g

w

PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN IN THE CONNECTION WITH THE INVESTIGATION OF CRIMES IS THE
SOLE PROPERTY OF THE CORPUS CHRISTI POLICE DEPARTMENT. ILLEGAL DISSEMINATION
OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS IS GROUNDS FOR DISCIPLINARY ACTION.

i s 2 24

oate:_()2-() 7 PERSON REQUESTING: ?:({‘( {;}Y‘f{ Z.
prvisIon/acency/company: _[NE (ffice

orrenss/casz novozz: NN o-v=vs: vvez:_DOA
oreense zocarrow: [
H ’”‘ - e g

. ¥
INVESTIGATING OFFICER:__H . Shm(ef
REASON FOR REQUEST:

T

SPECIAL INSTRUCTION:

ﬁ**ﬁ****************r********************* a2 A2 322SR RRRR SRR R R X

4 x 3/;> 5 X 7 8 X 10

SIZE OF PHOTOS NEEDED: 3.5 X5
\ j

NUMBER OF PHOTOGRAPHIC SETS NEEDED:

NEGATIVE DISPOSITION: RETURN TO SUBMITTER V/’FILE IN PHOTO FILE

REQUEST APPROVED:

DIVISION COMMANDER DATE

*i**i***i******************f************************************************

REQUEST RECEIVED AT PHOTOGRAPHY LAB:
IR Vyzoor

POLICE PHOTOGRAHER DATE
NUMBER OF SETS RELEASED: / TOTAL FRAMES RELEASED: 36

PHOTOGRAPHS RELEASED TO:

Koo O e 73.200)

RECEIVEDYBY DATE 7

4
Fakd
:

o

e
NOTE: THE ORIGINAL OF THIS FORM MUSY BE RETAINED BY THE CORPUS CHRISTI
POLICE DEAPRTMENTS PHOTOGRAPHY  LAB.

R



DYNACARE W LABORATOKIES

Laboratory Partners in Caring

DWT . Midiand BWT . Amnrifio DWT - Big Spring DWT - Odessa
200 Andrews Highway Ridgeview Medical Peck, # 3506 710 Gregg St 1211 850 Tower Urive, #1061
Midisng, TX 79761 1608 Coutter, # 306 Big Spring, TX 79728 Odesss, TX 79761
(915) 6824709 Amarifto, TX 79106 (915} 2163-1076 (915) 132-1838
(800} 8330261 .BOE) 4679900
{ ] ” UNIVERSAL TOXICOLOGY LAB \ DATE COLLECTED -
- DOB: AGE: 150 10210 W. HWY. 80 04/19/2001 14:06
MIDLAND, TX LOGIN DATE
79706 04/19/2001 14:06
SEX: F BED: DATE OF REPORT
PID; RM: 518393 PHN: 915-561-8851 , 04/20/2001 06:45
REPORT TYPE - A0127237

Final ﬁw 05183930000010 f PAGE: 1 |

ORDERINGkPHYSICIAN:’UNIVERSAL TOXICOLOGY LLB’

' METABOLIC P

* GLUCOSE 118 H 7
* BUN 11

*e ~ e 0.2 L

2 55.0 H 3

* : 152 VH AV i 7. MMOL/L
* . 8 13.7 C Sl - o " MMOL/L

* CHLORIDE 130 H 103-114 MMOL/L

* CO2 5 VL 21-31

1 T P 6.8 vL . 1 -

'f“' o | . SR g ) 2 . : B3

MIDLAND
200 ANDREWS HWY, IDLAND, TX

PND = PENDING * = NOT PREVIOUSLY REPORTED
TNP = TEST NOT PERFORMED QNS = QUANTITY NOT SUFFICIENT
end of repoxt - 06:45

LI WP Ay A

i

04/20/20917




Universal Toxicology Laboratories, LLC.
10210 Highway 80
Midland, TX 79706
Tel: (915)561-UTL1(8851)
FAX: (915)561-5364

Toxicological Laberatory Report

Name:_ Case Number:-

Medical Examiner: Dr. Lloyd White Company Name: Nueces Co. Medical Examiner
Drugs of Abuse Screen

Blood Negative
Quantitative Tests

Blood Alcohol, Ethyl Negative

Blood Alcohol, n-propanol, acetone, methanol, isopropy! Negative
Other Tests

Blood Salicylate, spot test Negative

Blood Tricyclic Antidepressants Screen Negative

Blood Acetaminophen Screen Negative

Vitreous Electrolytes See Attached Report

APR 25 20M APR 2 5 2001
Date

Tuesday, Apr 24 2001 14:55:0
Page 1 of 1
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