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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER
701 Jefterson Road
South Charleslion, West Virginla 25309

POSTMORTEM EXAMINATION FINDINGS
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wale or Leailnt

EATERNAL EXAMINATION

Tne body for examination is that of a well~developed, wall-nourished,
infant hey who weighs 6275 graws, measures 25 1/2" in crown-hzel langth and
17 1/2Y crown~zump lengrh. Circumference of the head ie 17 L/4", Tha
circumfarence of the chest is 16" and circumference of the abdomen i3
14 1/2". The c¢hiid has no apparsut congenital anomalies of the head, the
chest, abdemen or extremities =znd rhere ara no anomalies of the hands or
f2zet, The anus is pateat. The genitalia are rhose of an infant boy who
bas been circumcised, Examiaation of the head reveals brown hair thatr is
about 1 1/2" ia maximum length. There are no traumatic ilajuries nsted on
rne scalp., Examination of Che eyes reveals equal vound pupilzs of 4 am in
diameter sad the irides are blue in color. There is n¢c hemorrhage or
aonormality of the evas or the sclerae, The nose 15 unvemarkable., The
mouth L8 edentulous and unremarkable. The peck is symmetrical and there is
na abrormality of the neck. There is livor mortis present in the head from
the neck up and this is parcicularly prominent on the right hand side with
same pallor of the left haad side of the head. The livor is blaachiang and
is pragsent om the back of the head and the neck also. Examination of the
chest reved.s no abnormality. The abdomen (s flat and unremarkable. There
s no abnormality of che genitalia., The extrewmicies show evidance of the
ansrgency neadle marks but no apparent acule traumgtic injuries.

INTERNAL E¥AMINATION

Chest Caviry: The chest is opened in che usual manner and the organs are
ip their normal positions., The pericardial cavity conrains 10 ml of hlooed
and the pleural cavities do not contain £luid, Examination of the chest
wall reveals a veedle mark in the left chest that could correspond to a
needle injsecion in the area of the heart, The heart weighs 28 1/2 grams,
is of normzl configuration and consistency. The right atrium receives the
inferior vena cavae and the supevior vena cava and is of normal caliber.
The foramern ovale i3 probe patent. Tricuspld valve measures 5 cm aud is of
qormal corfiguration. The right vencricular myocardiun measures 1 mm in
rhickness ¢nd 13 unvenarkable, Pulmonary valve measures 3 cm, is tricuspid
and uaremerkable, The caliber of the waia pulmonary artery is normal. The
teft atrium recelves four pulmonary velas and is of normal caliber. The
mibtral valve measuraes 4 cm and i3 of anorwal configuration. The laft
ventriculay myocardium weasures /2 cm in thickness and is unremarkabla.
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mi4e ‘ntarventricular septum s intact aad unremarkable. The aor ie valve
messures 3 cm, is tricuspid and unramarkable. The sorta chroughouat its
length shows no abaormalitiss. Thare is noted to be slight hemorrhage ia
re advencizia of tae aorta ac the arch. Tha ductus artaricsus 1s aot
nacent.

Tee lungs together welgh 91 /2 grams. They are of normal zonfiguration
and consisztincy with smoorh glistening surfaces. There are a faw petechial
hemorrhagen present on the posterior aspecls of the lungs bilaterally. The
rrachea and brouchi contain a small amount of mucus. There is no
atnormality of the larynx or broachi. The lung pareachyma is congested
bilaterally but shows no 2videace Of fibrosis or other sbnormalities. The
thymus weighs 46 grams and is in the anterior mediastinem, It is of normal
configuration and consistency aad it has a few petechial hemorrhages on the
pasterior aspect of the thymus tissue. On transectien the tissue is pale
and uaremarcable, The thyroid is present and weighs 1 1/2 grams, It is of
mormal configuratioa and consistency. Thera is a small amount of
hemarraage in the anterior mediastinal sofr tissue and around the thyroid.
No parathycoid glands are identified. The tissue of the mediastinun is
unremarkabla, The tissue of the neck is witheut hemorrhage. The hyoid
bone is present. There 1s no hemorrhage of the soft tissue of the neck.

4hdeminal Cavity: The organs are in their normal pesitions. The
periconaal cavity does not contain fluid. The liver welighs 250 grams, 13
of normal :oafiguration with smooth capsule, Ou transsction the liver
parenchyma is dark red-brown ia color and unremarkable, The gallbladder is
prasent and unremarkable. The common bile duct is of normal caliber. The
pancreas i3 in its mormal position and 1ts parenchyma 153 tan aad
unremarikable.

The spleen weighs 57 grams, is lo its normal posivion and on rrangsection
the parenchyma is davrk rad aad varemarkable.

The right and left kidneys weigh 43 grams together. They are in their
normal pesitions and their capsules strip with 2ase to reveal dark red-
brown surfaces. Tha right kidney is 6 cm in length and its cortex is 3 mm
‘4 tnickress. The left kidney ia § 1/2 cm in leagth and its cortex is 3 mm
ia thickneas. The renal pelvis bilaterally is unremarkable. The ureters
ace of aormal caliber. The bladder is unremarkable. A& small amountc of
prostatic cissue is seen at Lhe aeck of the bladder,

The esophagus is in the midline and its mucesa is pale. The stomach is of
qormal appearance. Its mucosal surface is smooth. There ia vervy lictle
fluid pregent in the stomach. The small bowel throughout ite langth shows
40 abnormaliry. The appendix is present, The mucosa of the colon shows no
abnormalicy.
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9ead: The head is opened in the usual manner aad there is 0o evidence of
;E:ELral sibdural or subarachnoid hemarrhage. The brain weighs 790 grams,
i4 of normal configuration and a;mmetrlcal. The vessels at the bage of the
hrain show 1@ abnermality. DSxaminaticn of the skull after removal af rhe
brain reveals no evideaca of fracturaes or hemorrhage. The daral sinuse
kave fluid slood within them and che dura 15 unremarkable. The pituitar

g in its normal positicn and is unremarkable.

MYICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION

Eeart (1,2): The myocardial fibers have aormal distributicn and morphology
for an infact. There is no hemorrhage or inflammation noted.

Lungs (3-5): The lung histology is normal with focal areas of arelectasis.
There 13 mild ccngethsn. Thaere is no edema, exudate, or fibrosis noted.
Thers are lymphocytes in the broachial mucesa.

Liver (6): The histology is normal. There is mild congestion. Occasional
porﬁal spaces have lymphocytes in them. There is oo iaflammation.

Kidney (7): The glomeruli are cellular aad normal. Occasional dilated
fubules are noted. The vessgels have normal histology. The medulla and
palvic tissues have no inflammation.

Spleen (7): The hlstology of the ~ed pulp aand lymphoid tissue is normal.
“here are aermlaal centers prasent.

‘hymus (8): The coctex is abundant and without germianal centers. The

:eliu‘ar mcrphology is normal. The medulla coutaias numerous Hassall's
sorpuscles.
Andocrine (9): The ex xscriae pancreas and the islets are normal, The
,hzro’d hae normally distributed follicles. The adrenal cortex has three
layers with noermal cellular worphology and abuandant farty vacualas ia
fasciculata and veticularis. The medullary cells are norwmal. The
pituitary has normal bistology

3gne (10): The bone trabeculae are anormal. Thsre ig full marrow cellular
levelopmant. The calls have normal morpholeogy
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NELIAOPATHOLOGY REPORT

GROSS EXAMINATION: Portions of dura consisting of laft and right dural
leaves, and falx cersbri. These are grossly unremarkable. The available

portions of the dural sinuses have been previously opened and are free of
thrombus.

The brain weighs 845 grams after formalin fixation. The cersbral
herrispheres ara roughly symmetrical. The leplomeninges are thin and
delicate. The leptomeningeal blood vessels are minimally congested. The
subarachnoid space is free of grossly discernible hemorrhage or exudats. All
gyri and sulci are of approximately normal proportions and have a narmal
distiibution. Ths cingulate gyri, mammillary bodies and brain stem are in the
midine. The cerebellar tonsils are not increased in prominence. Both unci ars
taintly grooved. The left I3 grooved approximatsly 0.2 cm lateral to its medial
surface while the right is grooved approximately 0.3 ¢m lateral to its medial
surface. The vessels at the basa of the brain form an essentially normal circle
of Willis. No abnarmalities are svident amang the available cranial nerves.

Multiple corenal sections of the cersbral hemispheres demonstrate the
cortex to be intact. Demarcation between cortex and white matter is distinct.
The subcortical and central white matter are grossly intact. The nuclear
corponents of the basal ganglia are distinctly demarcated from one another
and appear intact. The vantricular system is minimally compressed. The
epsndymal surfaces are smooth and glistening. The choroid plexuses are
grossly unremarkable. The walls of the third ventricle and mammillary bodies
are Intact. The hippocampi and lateral geniculate bodies are grossly intact.

Multiple transverse sections of the brain stem demonstrate the aqueduct
anc fourth ventricle to be patent and of a normal configuration. No grossly
discarnible abnormalitias are evident within the mesancephalon, pons or
meiulla. Sections of cerebellum demonstrate distinctly demarcated central
nuclei surrounded by intact whita matter. The cereballar folia arg grossly
unramarkable.

GROSS NEUROPATHOLOGICAL DIAGNOSES:

Infairt brain with minimal congestion.
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MICROSCOPIC: The leptomaninges are thin and sparsely cellular. Scme of
the leptomeningeal blood vessels are congested. There are only a small
~umber of mononuclear cells and rare erythrocytes within the subarachnoid
spaca. The neocortical lamination is unremarkable. Pericellular and

parivascular spaces are not significantly enlarged. Some of the vessels within
the subcortical and central whits matter are mildly congested. Sections of the
hippocampi demanstrate these structures 1o be intact. Thers is no evidencs of
sectar necrosis or prior hippocampal sclerosis. A section through a portion of
one lateral genicutate body demonstrates this structure to be distinctly
laminated. A saction of the basal ganglia demonstrates the nuclear
compaonents cf these structuras to be intact. Soms of the vassels psnetrating
the lasal ganglia are mildly congested. A section of the hypothalamus
damronstrates intact neuronal nuclei in the walls of the third ventricle. The
eperdyma lining the ventricular system is focally disrupted. This is especially
svident on the undersurface of the corpus callosum and within the occipital
harr. The choroid plaxusas are histologically unremarkable.

Sections of brain stem demonstrate the mesencephalic aqueduct to be
patert and of a normal configuration. Neurons within the substantia nigra are
intact but unpigmented. Mo significant abnormalities are evident within the
mesancephalon, pons, or medulla. The inferior olivary nuclei are intact and free
of inflammation. A saction of cersbelium demonstrates an intact central
nucleus. Vessels in and about this structure ars mildly congested. The
carahellar folia are invested by a thin external cerebellar granular layer.

Purlinje cells are unremarkabls.

FINAL NEUROPATHOLGGICAL DIAGNOSES:

Cerzbral congestion, minimal. TX2000 : M36100
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. Sudden unaxpected dearh at home, 6/56/92, Marica County due to
aceidantal asphyxia secondsry Co having head caught between crib slats.
2, Slight hemorrhage in rissue around aorta and thyroid probably secondary

o resuscitation.

3. Pericardial saonguinous cffusion secondary ta resuscitation:

GPINION

meeeeeeeees IR <:c @ 5 month old white infant boy who died at
his home in Marion Couaty on 6/6/92, His nead apparently became caught
serween silats in nhis crib and he died of asphyxia as a consequence of not

seing able Lo extricate himself,

The postmortem axanination revealed no anatomic changes or Lraumatlic
injuries orher than those anticipated from the history.

the mamaer of dearh is aceident,

TOXICOLOGY

Elood: Nepgative for athyl aleohol, warbituratas, chlordiazepoxide,
rricyelic antidepressant, diazepam, diphenylhydantein,
glutethimide, meprobamate, methaqualone, phencyclidine (PCP),
propoxyphena, norpropoxyphane, salicylates, aceraminophen, and
common acidic, basic, neutral and narcotic drugs except as noted,
GCarbon wonoxide saturation aormal,
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CLINICAL HTSTORY

According o the CCME istormat ico [ :: 2 5 oot
ond whire infant boy who lived io|[[ [ M@ Yobile Home in Fairmont in
Marion Courty and was found dead in his crib by his mother at 3:00 AM on
£/6/99. A:zcording to the history received the child was seen and was

normal at 6:00 AM oa 6/6/97 Sur was found dead later with his head between
the slatas in the crib. He was not breathing and when the IM8 arrived the
child was unresponsive. However, resuscitative attempts were made and
subsequantly the child was taken to Fairmont General Hoapital and was then
sronsunced dead at 9:35 AM.
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